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Righteousness

This powerful exploration of Matthew 5:17-30 challenges us to look beyond mere rule-following and examine
the condition of our hearts. We discover Jesus making an astounding claim that He came not to abolish the
Old Testament law but to fulfill it completely, holding Scripture in the highest possible regard. Yet He
immediately raises the bar impossibly high, telling us our righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees, the
most religiously devoted people of His time. How can this be? The answer lies in understanding that perfect
outward compliance means nothing if our hearts remain unchanged. Through examples of murder and
adultery, we see Jesus pushing past external behavior to internal motivation. It's not enough to avoid killing
someone if we harbor hatred in our hearts. It's not enough to remain physically faithful if we allow lust to take
root internally. This teaching invites us into deep self-examination: Where have we mastered the motions but
missed the meaning? Where do our actions look right while our hearts remain crooked? The call is to
authenticity, to a faith that transforms us from the inside out, where love, torgiveness, and purity become not

just actions we perform but the very essence of who we are becoming in Christ.

Jesus claimed to fulfill the Old Testament Pastor Daniel described the Pharisees as
law rather than abolish it. How does people who had their actions right but their
1.  understanding Jesus as the fulfillment of 2.  hearts wrong. In what areas of your spiritual
Scripture change the way you read both life might you be going through the motions
the Old and New Testaments? without the right heart posture?
Jesus said our righteousness must surpass When Jesus taught about anger and murder,
that of the Pharisees, who were the most He elevated the standard from the action to
3 outwardly righteous people. What does it a the heart attitude. How does this teaching
" mean for righteousness to be a matter of " challenge you to examine your thoughts and
the heart rather than just external feelings toward others, even when you haven't
obedience? acted on them?
The sermon emphasized that there is no . o
Jesus instructed people to leave their gifts at
allowance for hating even one enemy while ‘ . '
, . _ 6. the altar and first be reconciled with others.
loving everyone else. Who in your life do . o
5. What does this say about the priority God

you struggle to forgive or reconcile with,
oot ol d places on our relationships compared to our
and what steps can you take towar

T p? / religious activities?
reconciliation”

In discussing adultery and lust, Jesus used ) ) )
, Pastor Daniel mentioned that God's voice feels
extreme language about cutting off body .
. o like a surgeon's scalpel, not an ax murderer's

parts that cause us to sin. What things in
7. ) ) ) 8. ax. How can you distinguish between
your life might be so important to you that o o
~ . conviction from the Holy Spirit and
you're unwilling to remove them, even if .
condemnation from other sources?

they're pulling you away from God?

The illustration about the anniversary gifts Jesus held Scripture in the highest regard,
without love shows that actions without saying not even the smallest letter would
9 heart are meaningless. Can you think of 10 disappear. How does Jesus's view of Scripture
" times when you've served God or others " inform how you should approach reading,
with the right actions but the wrong heart, studying, and app|ying the Bible in your own

and how might you align both? life?



“There is nothing so sacred that you can't get rid of it in your life. There is
Remember... nothing so important to you that you shouldn't get rid of it if it'll cause you

to stumble.”



