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This powerful exploration of John 21 invites us into one of the most tender moments of restoration in Scripture. 
After the trauma of the crucifixion and the confusion following the resurrection, we find Peter returning to 
what he knew best—fishing. Yet even in his professional expertise, he catches nothing all night until Jesus 
appears on the shore and redirects his efforts. This beautiful narrative teaches us that Jesus meets us 
precisely when we're empty, when our own efforts have failed, when we've slipped back into old patterns 
seeking comfort in the familiar. The image of Jesus cooking breakfast on the beach for disciples who had 
abandoned him is breathtaking in its humility and grace. He doesn't demand explanations or dish out 
consequences first—he offers fellowship and nourishment. Then comes the profound moment of restoration 
where Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves him, redeeming each of Peter's three denials. This isn't 
interrogation but restoration. We learn that our failures don't cancel our calling, and that Jesus stands ready 
not just to forgive but to recommission us. The message challenges us to stop comparing ourselves to others 
and simply follow Christ, reminding us that our stories are still being written and nothing is too broken for 
God to redeem.

1.

When life gets difficult or uncertain, what 
familiar patterns or 'old fishing boats' do 
you tend to return to instead of staying 
close to Jesus?

2.

How does the image of Jesus cooking 
breakfast for the disciples who had just failed 
Him challenge your understanding of God's 
response to your own failures?

3.

In what areas of your life are you trying to 
accomplish things in your own strength 
rather than abiding in Christ, and what 
would it look like to throw your net on the 
other side?

4.

Why do you think Jesus chose to restore Peter 
by asking him three times if he loved Him, 
mirroring the three denials, rather than simply 
forgiving him outright?

5..

How does knowing that God's gifts and 
calling can never be withdrawn change the 
way you view your past mistakes and 
current ministry?

6.
What does it reveal about Jesus' character 
that He prioritized relationship and fellowship 
with the disciples before addressing their 
failures or giving them instructions?

7.

In what ways do you find yourself 
comparing your calling or spiritual journey 
to others, and how does that distract you 
from following Jesus?

8.

How can we create a church culture where 
people feel safe to come empty-handed to 
Jesus rather than feeling they need to have 
everything together first?

9.
What would change in your daily life if you 
truly believed that your failure is not the 
final chapter of your story with God?

10.
When Jesus asks you 'Do you love me?' today, 
what is holding you back from answering yes 
and following Him more fully?

Remember... “When we fail, we might interrupt the calling that God has in our lives 
sometimes, but it does not cancel it.”


