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Unified in Belief Nov 16, 2025

What does it truly mean to live in unity as a church family? This powerful message takes us on a journey
through the essential elements of Christian unity, beginning with a simple yet profound question: What does
the Bible say? Just as an electrician must constantly refer back to the code book rather than relying on
memory or assumption, we are called to ground our beliefs and disagreements in Scripture itself. The message
draws from Jesus's prayer in John 17, where He specifically prayed for us—those who would come to believe
through the disciples' message—that we would be one, just as He and the Father are one. This isn't just a nice
ideq; it's a divine mandate with eternal significance. When we choose unity over division, when we focus on
our shared beliefs rather than our trivial differences, we demonstrate to the world that Jesus was truly sent by
God. The three pillars presented—being rooted in truth, staying humble, and keeping the main things central
—provide a practical framework for navigating the inevitable disagreements that arise in any family. Like
passengers on a wooden sailing ship crossing the Atlantic, we cannot afford to sink each other's half of the
boat. Our success, our witness, and our very purpose depend on staying together, bearing with one another in

love, and remembering that we share one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is over all.

o Jesus prayed for complete unity among believers so
In what ways do you tend to prioritize personal preferences _
that the world would know God sent Him. How does
over biblical truth when conflicts arise, and how can you

shift toward asking 'What does the Bible say?" first? our lack of unity in the church today impact our

witness to non-believers?

Pastor Daniel mentioned that growing in biblical
knowledge can either draw us to serve with humility or
make us argumentative and superior. Which direction has
your spiritual growth been taking you lately?

What are some 'trivial' issues in church life that we tend to
elevate to critical importance, and how can we better
distinguish between essential doctrines and secondary

matters?

How can we cultivate genuine humility while still standing
firm on biblical truth, especially when addressing false

teaching or unbiblical practices?

Paul urges believers to be 'completely humble and gentle’
and 'patient, bearing with one another in love.' Which of
these three qualities is most challenging for you in church

relationships?

Remember...

When you think about Philippians 2 and Jesus
humbling Himself to the point of death on a cross,
how does that challenge your approach to
disagreements with other believers?

The sermon compared church unity to being on a
sai|ing ship where everyone's survival depends on
working together. What 'holes' might we be drilling
in our own ship through division and conflict?

In what practical ways can you intentionally focus
on what you share in common with other believers

rather than fixating on your differences?

How might your relationships at church change if
you approached every disagreement by first
examining Scripture together rather than defending

your position?

“Our unity is what will demonstrate to the world that He sent us. The way
we choose intentionally to be unified when we have differences will point

people to Jesus and help them understand who He is.”



