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Introduction 
 
On our own, finite, or limited, human beings cannot understand an infinite 
God. In fact, we cannot know anything about God unless He has revealed 
it to us. Fortunately, the Bible says that God has revealed Himself to 
humanity through two different ways—general revelation and special 
revelation. 
 
General revelation, or natural revelation, is available to all people, 
everywhere, at all times. It is a constant, but silent witness to God’s 
existence and power. The universe itself is one grand testimony to God’s 
existence. The human conscience also gives evidence of the existence of 
God. 
 
Special revelation, on the other hand, explains the God that general 
revelation reveals—the God of the Bible. The living God is both able and 
willing to explain certain things about Himself in human words. Scripture 
is the only source of special revelation. It tells us how the universe came 
into being, where human beings came from, how sin entered into the 
world, the salvation God has provided, and how the present world will end. 
These truths can only be known through special revelation. 
 
Both general revelation and special revelation are necessary for humanity 
to know anything about God—neither can make sense without the other.  

 
In this book, we will look at how God has spoken to us through both 
general and special revelation. In addition, we will consider some of the 
most important truths which He has revealed to the human race. 
 
God has indeed spoken to us—but are we listening? 
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Question 1 
 

What Is The Doctrine Of Revelation? 
 
One of the most important doctrines of the Christian faith is the doctrine 
of revelation. In fact, it is essential to properly understand a number of 
things. This includes what Christians believe, where Christian beliefs come 
from, and why people should trust these beliefs as being true.  
 
Revelation Defined: God’s Disclosure Of  
Truths We Would Not Otherwise Know 
 
Revelation is the process by which the living God has made Himself known 
to humanity. It can be defined as “God’s supernatural disclosure to human 
beings of truth they would not otherwise know and are incapable of 
discovering on their own.” This communication may be either oral or 
written. Revelation is usually understood as God’s written communication 
to humankind.  
 
The Old Testament Idea Of Revelation 
 
There are a number of words in the Old Testament that are used for God 
revealing His truth. One of the main words is gala. It comes from a Hebrew 
root meaning “nakedness or uncovered.” The idea is unveiling something 
that has been previously hidden. For example, we read the following in 
Samuel:  
 

O LORD Almighty, God of Israel, I have been bold enough to pray 
this prayer because you have revealed [gala] that you will build a house 
for me - an eternal dynasty! (2 Samuel 7:27 NLT). 

 
The same idea, although not the same Hebrew word, is found in the Book 
of Isaiah. It says: 
 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God (Isaiah 
52:10 RSV). 

 
The Lord “bared” or “uncovered” His holy arm—He revealed it. Again, 
the idea is revealing something that had previously been hidden. 
 
The New Testament Idea Of Revelation 
 
In the New Testament, the term “revelation” comes from the Greek word 
apokalupsis, which means “a disclosure” or “an unveiling.” This same Greek 
word was used in some contexts to describe the unveiling of a statute upon 
its completion.  
 
It also has the idea of disclosing something that was previously unknown.  
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Important Truths About The Doctrine Of Revelation 
 
There are a number of basic truths about the doctrine of revelation that 
need to be understood. They include the following. 
 
1. Revelation Consists Of Both Words And Deeds From God 
 
It is not enough that God has revealed Himself in words only, or in deeds 
only. God’s revelation of Himself has been given to humanity by both 
deeds and words. It consists of God progressively unfolding His character, 
His mighty acts, and His purposes in history. The revelation may occur in 
a single, instantaneous act, or it may extend over a long period of time.  
 
Divine revelation is given in words that can be understood by human 
beings. This makes it possible for human beings to enter into a personal 
relationship with the living God. 
 
It is important that we understand that the miracles, and other great events, 
that God performed in history were always accompanied by some spoken 
word of explanation. No miracle, or divine event, was ever left to speak for 
itself.  
 
Neither were the people to come up with their own conclusions about what 
the divine event, or miracle meant. Instead, God made certain that the 
significance of the event was explained by one of His appointed 
spokesmen—a prophet. 
 
2. Divine Revelation Is The Reverse Of Human Reasoning 
 
Revelation is the opposite of scientific research or human reasoning. The 
knowledge that God has revealed about Himself to humankind could never 
be attained through any type of scientific experiment or logical reasoning. 
It is entirely a supernatural disclosure from God. This point must be 
understood! 
 
3. Revelation Consists Of Truths Revealed By God Alone 
 
Therefore, only God reveals the truths of revelation. He alone is the source 
of knowledge about Himself and His plan. Revelation is, therefore, an act 
of God. Jesus said:  
 

All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows 
the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except 
the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him (Matthew 
11:27 NKJV). 

 
This is crucial to understand. It is only what God the Father and God the 
Son desire to reveal. Nobody else can reveal them. 
 
John the apostle said that the ultimate source of revelation was God the 
Father. In the introduction to the Book of Revelation, he wrote the 
following: 
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The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 
servants what must happen very soon. He made it clear by sending his 
angel to his servant John, who then testified to everything that he saw 
concerning the word of God and the testimony about Jesus Christ 
(Revelation 1:1,2 NET). 

 
God is the source of all divine revelation. 
 
Simon Peter was the first of Jesus’ disciples to acknowledge that He was 
the Messiah.  
 
Jesus said to Peter it was by divine revelation that he knew this: 
 

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven” (Matthew 16:17 ESV). 

 
The fact that Jesus Christ is God the Son can only be known through divine 
revelation—it could not be attained through any human means. 
 
Indeed, we humans simply do not know the thoughts of the Lord. The 
Lord has made this clear. The prophet Isaiah recorded Him saying: 
 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the LORD (Isaiah 55:8 KJV). 

 
The Message paraphrases it this way: 
 

I don’t think the way you think. The way you work isn’t the way I work 
(Isaiah 55:8 MsgB).   

 
Only God knows what He is truly like. In fact, He is the only being that 
fully knows Himself. What we know about God is based solely upon what 
He has revealed to us.  
 
4. Divine Revelation Is A Work Of The Holy Spirit 
 
God reveals these truths through the person of the Holy Spirit; the Third 
Person of the Holy Trinity. Paul wrote the following about Holy Spirit and 
divine revelation:  
 

But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love 
him”—these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God (1 Corinthians 
2:9,10 NRSV). 

 
The Lord has revealed things to humanity by means of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Peter spoke of divine revelation in this manner: 
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Above all, you do well if you recognize this: no prophecy of scripture 
ever comes about by the prophet’s own imagination, for no prophecy 
was ever borne of human impulse; rather, men carried along by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God (2 Peter 1:20,21 NET). 

 
Therefore, divine revelation is a work of God the Holy Spirit. It is not 
something which was self-initiated by the writers of Scripture. 

 
5. God Revealed Himself Through His  

Chosen Spokesmen: The Prophets 
 
God chose a select group of people to be the human channel of revelation. 
They are known as “the prophets.” In the Book of Amos, we read the 
following: 
 

Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to 
His servants the prophets (Amos 3:7 NKJV). 

 
The Bible often records God giving His revelation to the prophets. For 
example, He revealed Himself to the prophet Samuel. We read about this 
in First Samuel. It says: 
 

The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed 
himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD (1 Samuel 3:21 
NRSV). 

 
The Apostle Paul wrote of God giving truth to him by means of divine 
revelation. He wrote the following to the church at Ephesus: 
  

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles—assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s 
grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known 
to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you 
can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit (Ephesians 3:1-
5 ESV). 

 
Paul’s gospel was not of human origin—it was divinely revealed. 
 
6.       The Act Of Revelation Is Described In Scripture 
 
The act of revelation is described in Scripture. In the Book of Ezekiel we 
read the following description of how the Spirit spoke to him: 
 

Then the Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my 
feet; and I heard Him who spoke to me (Ezekiel 2:2 NKJV). 

 
Ezekiel also gave this description of the Lord supernaturally speaking to 
him:  
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And I saw something in the shape of a human. This figure was like fire 
from the waist down, and it was bright as polished metal from the waist 
up. It reached out what seemed to be a hand and grabbed my hair. 
Then in my vision the LORD’s Spirit lifted me into the sky and carried 
me to Jerusalem. The Spirit took me to the north gate of the temple’s 
inner courtyard, where there was an idol that disgusted the LORD and 
made him furious (Ezekiel 8:2,3 CEV). 

 
These passages give us some insights into the various ways God reveals 
Himself to the prophets. 
 
7. Revelation Gives Humanity Sufficient Truth About God 
 
The doctrine of revelation holds that God has revealed sufficient truths 
about Himself. The Bible is complete in the sense that it reveals everything 
necessary for humanity to know God. The Scripture is complete. Nothing 
needs to be added to it.  
 
However, in another sense, revelation is only partial because it does not tell 
us everything about Him. There are many mysteries about God that have 
not been revealed.  
 
8. Not Everything That God Revealed Was Recorded 
 
Scripture itself speaks of things that God revealed but humans were 
prevented from recording. Paul wrote about this. He said: 
  

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 
third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, 
God knows.  And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—
and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter (2 
Corinthians 12:2-4 ESV). 

 
This is an example of God limiting what He told humans—Paul was not 
allowed to tell what he experienced. 
 
In the Book of Revelation, we read that John, the author of the book, was 
forbidden to write what he had heard:  
 

When the seven thunders spoke, I was preparing to write, but just then 
I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders 
spoke and do not write it down” (Revelation 10:4 NET). 

 
In these instances God supernaturally revealed truth to humans, but He 
did not permit them to record it in Scripture:  
 
Therefore, it would be correct to say that the Bible is both partial and 
complete revelation. Many things about God have been hidden and 
unrevealed. Scripture is as complete as it needs to be. Indeed, the Apostle 
John made it clear that Jesus did many more things than the Scripture 
records. He wrote: 



            God Has Spoken To Us 

© Don Stewart 11 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name (John 20:30,31 ESV). 

 
John also wrote:  
 

There are many other things that Jesus did. If every one of them were 
written down, I suppose the whole world would not have room for the 
books that would be written (John 21:25 NET). 

 
Consequently, we find that the Scripture only selectively reveals truths 
about God.  
 
9. There Is More Than One Method Of Divine Revelation 
 
God has chosen more than one method to reveal Himself to humankind. 
The writer to the Hebrews said:  
 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 
also he made the universe (Hebrews 1:1,2 NIV). 

 
God spoke through various prophets at different times in history, and in 
different ways. Ultimately, He sent His Son to be His final revelation to 
humanity. 
 
According to the New Testament, divine revelation also consists of God 
revealing secrets that had been hidden for long ages that are now disclosed. 
Paul wrote: 
 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that had been kept secret for long ages, but now is disclosed, 
and through the prophetic scriptures has been made known to all the 
nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 
the obedience of faith—to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, 
be glory forever! Amen (Romans 16:25-27 NET). 

 
Paul also wrote to the Colossians about the secrets that had now been 
revealed. He wrote: 
 

God has given me the responsibility of serving his church by 
proclaiming his entire message to you. This message was kept secret 
for centuries and generations past, but now it has been revealed to 
God’s people. For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory 
of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is the secret: Christ lives 
in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory (Colossians 1:25-
27 NLT). 
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Divine revelation is the key that unlocks these hidden secrets. They are no 
longer hidden because God has revealed them.  
 
10. Revelation Deals With Those Things That  

Are Important To God’s Program 
 
While divine revelation sometimes deals with the nature of the universe 
and events in history, it only does so when the events are important for our 
understanding of His plan for humanity. We do not find Scripture 
discussing science or history merely for their own sake. Therefore, any 
mention of scientific or historical matters is only incidental to the main 
purpose of Scripture.  
 
This is also true for the ministry of angels—they are only mentioned in 
reference to God’s overall plan. This list goes on. Nations that existed in 
the ancient world are only mentioned when they have some direct impact 
on God’s unfolding plan of salvation for humanity. Nothing else is said 
about them.  
 
We never find Scripture recording science, geography, history, or 
information about angels for the sake of our curiosity. This is very 
important to understand! 

 
11. Revelation Is Necessary Because Of The Differences  

Between The Creator And His Creation 
 
The Bible stresses the great gap between God the Creator and we 
humans—His creation. God is in an exalted position above everything. The 
psalmist wrote: 
 

For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far 
above all gods (Psalm 97:9 NLT). 

 
We also read in the Psalms about how the Lord watches and sees 
everything that is occurring. The psalmist wrote: 
 

The foundations of law and order have collapsed. What can the 
righteous do? But the LORD is in his holy Temple; the LORD still 
rules from heaven. He watches everything closely, examining everyone 
on earth (Psalm 11:3-4 NLT). 

 
The Bible also says that God knows everything that we think and that we 
do. The psalmist also wrote: 
 

You know when I sit down or stand up. You know my every thought 
when far away (Psalm 139:2 NLT). 

 
The God of Scripture, the living God, knows everything. 
 
These are some of the basic truths of divine revelation. The doctrine of the 
revelation assumes that Creator has revealed Himself and has revealed 
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Himself clearly. Consequently, humanity has no excuse for denying His 
existence.  
 
Summary To Question 1  
What Is The Doctrine Of Revelation? 
 
Our knowledge of God is limited to what He has revealed about Himself. 
When God reveals to humanity truth that we would not otherwise know it 
is called “revelation.” Human reason, or intuition, could never know these 
truths—they can only be revealed by God Himself. The purpose for our 
existence, and the plan of God for our salvation, can only be known 
through divine revelation.  
 
To bring this Word to humankind, the Lord chose a group of people to 
be the ones through whom He would speak. They were known as the 
prophets. The prophets revealed God’s truth to humanity over a long 
period of time and in a number of different ways.  
 
Ultimately, God Himself became a human being to let us know what He 
is like. The revelation given in Scripture tells humanity everything that it 
needs to know about God and His plan.  
 
God’s Word to humankind is, therefore, both sufficient and complete. 
Indeed, nothing else is necessary. 
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Question 2 
 

How Is The Term Revelation 
Used In Scripture? 

 
While the doctrine of revelation concerns itself with God supernaturally 
unveiling truths to humanity we would not otherwise know, the term 
“revelation” is used in the New Testament in several different ways. They 
include the following. 
 
1. Revelation Can Be The Disclosure Of Truth In General  
 
The term revelation is used in a general way. It speaks of the disclosure of 
truth. Shortly after the birth of the Lord Jesus, an elderly man named 
Simeon said the following of Him: 
 

Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant 
in peace For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel (Luke 2:29-32 NIV). 

 
God unveiled or revealed Himself in the Person of Jesus Christ.  
 
The Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Rome about God’s disclosing His 
truth to them. He also stated that God had revealed Himself through Jesus. 
Paul wrote: 
 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 
the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and 
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith (Romans 16:25,26 NRSV). 

 
Paul told the Ephesians that he had special requests in his prayer for them. 
This included giving them a “spirit of revelation.” He put it this way: 
 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 
Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better (Ephesians 1:17 NIV). 

 
The use of the word revelation, in these contexts, refers to the general 
disclosing of truth. 
 
2. Revelation Can Be A Specific Area Of Truth 
 
The term revelation is also used of the disclosure of a specific area of truth. 
The Apostle Paul spoke of specific revelations of truth that were given to 
him by the Lord. He stated in this way: 
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I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will 
go on to visions and revelations from the Lord (2 Corinthians 12:1 
NIV). 

 
In this context, Paul is speaking of specific truths which the Lord revealed 
to him. 
 
These revelations which he received were supernaturally given. Paul wrote 
to the Galatians: 
 

For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was 
proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not receive it from 
a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:11,12 NRSV).  

 
Paul also informed the Ephesians as to the truth that had been 
supernaturally revealed to him. He wrote the following: 
 

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that 
was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by 
revelation, as I have already written briefly (Ephesians 3:2,3 NIV). 

 
These were special revelations that Paul received from the Lord. After 
receiving these truths, he passed them on to others. 
 
3. The Term Revelation May Refer To  

The Second Coming Of Jesus Christ 
 
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is also known as the “revelation of 
Christ.” Paul wrote the following to the church at Corinth: 
 

So that you do not lack any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 1:7 NET). 

 
In this context, the word “revelation” refers to the return of Jesus Christ 
to the earth—it is the revelation of His person to the world. 
 
4. The Term Also Refers To The Book Of Revelation 
 
Finally, the word is also used of the last book of the Bible, the Book of 
Revelation. John wrote the following introduction: 
 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 
servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John (Revelation 1:1 TNIV). 

 
The last book of Scripture is called the “revelation of Jesus Christ” or the 
“revelation about Jesus Christ.” This is a further use of the word 
“revelation.” 
 
Consequently, whenever we come across the term “revelation” in 
Scripture, the context must tell us how we are to understand its meaning. 
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Summary To Question 2  
How Is The Term Revelation Used In Scripture? 
 
The term “revelation” is used in at least four different senses in the New 
Testament. They can be summed up as follows. 
 
For one thing, it can speak of disclosure of truth in general—the fact that 
God has revealed Himself to the human race. This is revelation. 
 
Second, it can refer to a specific area of truth which God has revealed. 
Indeed, when God reveals something specific to an individual this is also 
termed “revelation.” The Apostle Paul used the term in this manner. 
 
In addition, the term revelation may also refer to the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ to the earth. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is the 
“revelation” of Christ. 
 
Finally, this term can refer to the last book of the Bible, the Book of 
Revelation.  
 
These are the four ways in which this term is used in Scripture. Of course, 
the context must determine the particular way in which the word revelation 
should be understood. 
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Question 3 
 

Does It Make Sense That God 
Would Reveal Himself To Humanity? 

 
If God exists, should we expect to hear from Him? The answer is, “Yes.” 
The idea of a revelation from God is not only sensible, it is an absolute 
necessity. 
 
There are several points that need to be made about the concept of God 
giving a revelation of Himself to the human race. 
 
1. A Message From The Living God Is Certainly Possible 
 
First, a revelation from God is possible. When the angel Gabriel 
announced the conception of Jesus to his mother Mary, he declared this 
truth: 
 

For with God nothing shall be impossible (Luke 1:37 KJV).   
 
Jesus also made the same point—nothing is too difficult for God. We read 
about this in the Gospel of Mark: 
 

Jesus looked at them and said, “Humanly, this is impossible, but not 
with God; all things are possible with God” (Mark 10:27 NIV). 

 
Certainly, the all-powerful Creator God is able to reveal Himself to His 
creation if He so desires. A denial of this possibility is the denial of a 
Creator. 
 
2. Divine Revelation Is Something That Is Reasonable 
 
If God has created humanity with the ability to receive communication, 
then it is probable that He would communicate with His creation. If God 
exists, then a revelation is reasonable.  
 
Since God is a wise and good God, these attributes would seemingly lead 
Him to communicate with those whom He created. Consequently, given 
the nature of God, a divine revelation would be reasonable. In fact, it would 
be strange if He did not contact us.   
 
3. A Revelation From God Should Be Expected 
 
A divine revelation is also something that humanity expects. One need only 
look at the so-called sacred books of the world’s religions as well as a 
number of alleged supernatural revelations from various cultic groups. 
Humanity has a hunger and expectation to receive divine revelation. The 
spiritual longings of humankind cry out for God to speak. Job said: 
 

If only I had someone to hear me! Here is my signature—let the 
Almighty answer me! If only I had an indictment that my accuser had 
written (Job 31:35 NET). 
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The Egyptians worshipped animals, the Babylonians worshipped nature, 
while the Greeks and Romans deified human passions.  There is that 
universal human need to worship something. The Bible tells us who it is 
that alone deserves our worship —the God of Scripture. 
 
4. Nature, Or Creation, By Itself, Is Not  

Enough To Know God Personally 
 
There is another reason it makes sense to expect a divine revelation— 
nature. The existence of God is testified to by nature. We find order and 
design everywhere in the universe.  
 
Yet nature is imperfect. It testifies to a God who exists, but tells us nothing 
about that God or how a person can have a relationship with Him. More 
is needed. This adds to the need of a divine revelation.  
 
The Bible itself testifies that nature does not supply all the revelation that 
a sinner needs. Paul said to a group of people in Athens: 
 

For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I 
found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you (Acts 17:23 
ESV). 

 
To the church at Ephesus, Paul wrote about the special job God had given 
him—he was to explain the plan of the Creator to humanity:   
 

Just think! Though I did nothing to deserve it, and though I am the 
least deserving Christian there is, I was chosen for this special joy of 
telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in 
Christ. I was chosen to explain to everyone this plan that God, the 
Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning.  God’s 
purpose was to show his wisdom in all its rich variety to all the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly realms. They will see this when Jews 
and Gentiles are joined together in his church (Ephesians 3:8-10 NLT). 

 
We need God Himself to explain to us what He is like. Nature does not 
tell us anything about the Trinity, why humanity is in its present sinful 
situation, who humans are, how we should worship God, what will happen 
after death, etc. Only divine revelation can do this. 
 
5. Revelation Is Necessary Because God Cannot  

Be Directly Experienced By Humans 
 
A revelation from God not only is possible, reasonable, and expected, it is 
also absolutely necessary because of the nature of God. God, by nature, is 
inaccessible to humanity. Humans can neither see God nor understand 
Him on our own. He is invisible and inaccessible to us. Therefore, we can 
only know as much about Him as He chooses to reveal. Without revelation 
we are only guessing when we speak about Him. The Bible says the 
following about God: 
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He alone possesses immortality and lives in unapproachable light, 
whom no human has ever seen or is able to see. To him be honor and 
eternal power! Amen (1 Timothy 6:16 NET).  

 
The Message paraphrases this verse as follows:     
 

He’s the only one death can’t touch, his light so bright no one can get 
close. He’s never been seen by human eyes—human eyes can't take 
him in! Honor to him, and eternal rule! Oh, yes (1 Timothy 6:16 MsgB).   

 
Revelation is necessary because it alone can tell us who God is, and what 
He is like. 
 
6. We Are Incapable Of Discovering These  

Divine Truths On Our Own 
 
Not only is God inaccessible to humanity, we are incapable of discovering 
vital truths about God on our own. Though sinful humanity may 
understand that God does exist, we could not know who God is or what 
God requires from us without God specifically revealing Himself. The 
truths revealed in Scripture can only come through divine revelation. 
Human opinions and human reasoning are incapable of knowing these 
things. The Bible asks the question: 
 

Can you discover the essence of God? Can you find out the perfection 
of the Almighty? (Job 11:7 NET). 

 
Truths of God’s nature, or character, and His plan for humanity can only 
be known through divine revelation.  
 
We cannot find God by seeking Him. We read the following in the Book 
of Job: 
 

If only I knew where to find God, I would go to his throne and talk 
with him there. I would lay out my case and present my arguments. 
Then I would listen to his reply and understand what he says to me. 
Would he merely argue with me in his greatness? No, he would give 
me a fair hearing. Fair and honest people can reason with him, so I 
would be acquitted by my Judge. I go east, but he is not there. I go 
west, but I cannot find him. I do not see him in the north, for he is 
hidden. I turn to the south, but I cannot find him (Job 23:3-9 NLT). 

 
Clearly, we cannot find God by looking for Him. 
 
7. We Cannot Know God Through Human Reasoning 
 
The Bible says that unaided human wisdom cannot discover God. Paul 
wrote: 
 

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was 
preached to save those who believe (1 Corinthians 1:21 NIV). 
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The world, with all its wisdom, cannot know God apart from His 
revelation. Paul also emphasized this fact. He wrote to the Corinthian 
church: 

 
For who knows a person’s thoughts except the person’s own spirit 
within? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 2:11 NIV). 

 
The most logical reasoning in the world cannot lead someone to the true 
God. 
 
8. There Is A Knowledge Gap Between  

The Creator And His Creation 
 
One major reason that divine revelation is absolutely necessary is the 
“knowledge gap” between the Creator and humanity, His creation. The 
very first verse that we read in the Bible reveals the difference between the 
Creator and His creation. It says: 
 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Genesis 1:1 
KJV). 

 
He created everything but nobody created God. God, the Creator, depends 
upon nothing. He has all-power and all-knowledge. We as creatures are 
dependent upon Him. Human beings have been created from the dust.  
 
The second chapter of Genesis records the creation of the first human 
being; Adam: 
 

Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living being (Genesis 2:7 NIV). 

 
Thus, God and humanity are different types of beings. He is the infinite —
we are the finite. However, this does not mean that we have nothing in 
common. To the contrary, the Bible says God created human beings in His 
image. We read in Genesis: 
 

Then God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness      
.…So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him male and female he created them (Genesis 1:26-27 ESV).   

 
God, therefore, can and has communicated with us. We need this 
communication because there is a knowledge gap between the Creator and 
the creature. He is the only one who knows His own thoughts. Paul wrote: 
 

That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye has seen, no 
ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for 
those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9 NLT). 

 
This is not true of ourselves. We do not know God’s thoughts but God 
knows our thoughts. The psalmist wrote: 
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You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my 
thoughts from far away (Psalm 139:2 NRSV). 

 
Therefore, God knows both His thoughts and our thoughts. However, we 
only know certain things about God—things that He has chosen to reveal 
to us. Consequently, if we are to have any genuine knowledge of God it 
must come from Him alone. Hence, we have the need for divine revelation. 
 
9. Our Sinful Condition Requires A Revelation From God 
 
Revelation is further needed because of humanity’s blind and sinful 
condition. Paul wrote about the inability of humans to follow the Lord: 
 

So I say this, and insist in the Lord, that you no longer live as the 
Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their 
understanding, being alienated from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them due to the hardness of their hearts. Because 
they are callous, they have given themselves over to indecency for the 
practice of every kind of impurity with greediness (Ephesians 4:17-19 
NET). 

 
We are left in a spiritually blind state because of our sin. Our hearts are 
hardened to the truth of God.  
 
10. The Devil Tries Of Keep People Ignorant Of God 
 
This blindness is made even stronger by the activity of the devil. The Bible 
says that this personage is constantly trying to blind the eyes of humans to 
the truth of God. Paul wrote: 
 

So if the Good News that we tell others is covered with a veil, it is 
hidden from those who are dying. The god of this world has blinded 
the minds of those who don’t believe. As a result, they don’t see the 
light of the Good News about Christ’s glory. It is Christ who is God’s 
image. Our message is not about ourselves. It is about Jesus Christ as 
the Lord. We are your servants for his sake. We are his servants 
because the same God who said that light should shine out of darkness 
has given us light. For that reason we bring to light the knowledge 
about God’s glory which shines from Christ’s face (2 Corinthians 4:3-
6 God’s Word). 

 
The devil does not want us to know anything about God. 
 
11. The Lord Must Seek Us If We Are To  

Know Anything About Him 
 
Because of these things, God must take the initiative and reveal Himself to 
us if we are to know anything about Him. The Bible says: 
 

For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10 
ESV). 
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By nature, we are lost, separated from God. Fortunately, Jesus came to 
earth to seek the lost. 
 
12. Humanity Needs An Ultimate Standard Of Truth 
 
There is more. The human race needs a final standard of authority to base 
their beliefs. This can only be something that is divinely revealed. Left to 
its own, humankind has come to no consensus regarding the existence of 
God or gods, and what is required, if anything, from humans. For a 
standard by which human beings must conduct their lives, a divine 
revelation is a necessity. 
 
A Revelation From God Does Exist – The Bible 
 
Fortunately, we have a revelation from God. This is the Bible. The fact that 
we have a completed Scripture demonstrates that God has left humanity a 
revelation of Himself. The Scripture claims that God has revealed Himself 
to humanity. The Bible says: 
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world (Hebrews 1:1,2 ESV). 

 
The overwhelming evidence from Scripture shows us that God has spoken. 
He has given humankind an ultimate standard of authority—the final Word 
on all matters of faith and practice. 
 
God Reveals Himself And Truths About Himself 
 
Revelation consists of God revealing Himself as well as certain truths about 
Himself. These truths that God has revealed about Himself are called 
“propositions.” Thus, God has revealed Himself both personally and 
propositionally. Revelation is both knowledge of God and knowledge 
about God. It is knowledge about God that leads people into the 
knowledge of God—salvation through Jesus Christ. 
 
God’s Revelation Is Received In Faith 
 
Faith is the means by which God’s revelation is received by human beings. 
Faith recognizes and accepts certain truths that have come from God. The 
writer to the Hebrews said: 
 

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him (Hebrews 11:6 ESV). 

 
The Apostle Paul wrote about where faith comes from. He wrote the 
following to the believers in Rome: 
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So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ 
(Romans 10:17 ESV). 

 
Before faith can come about, one must first hear the Word of Christ. 
 
God Reveals Truth To The Degree That We Can Understand It 
 
God only reveals selective things about Himself. In fact, the Scripture says 
that no one person could fully experience the revelation of God’s character. 
If God fully revealed Himself to anyone, that person would die. We read 
in Old Testament: 
 

But, he [God] said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me 
and live” (Exodus 33:20 ESV). 

 
God reveals Himself to the degree that we can understand it. 
 
From these above truths, we see that divine revelation is something that is 
sensible. 
 
Summary To Question 3  
Does It Make Sense That God Would  
Reveal Himself To Humanity? 
 
Should we expect God to reveal Himself to us? As we look at all the 
evidence, we do find that divine revelation is something that is consistent 
with the expectations of humanity. This is true for a number of reasons.  
 
First, since God exists, it is certainly possible for Him to reveal Himself to 
humankind. Indeed, with God all things are possible. 
 
Also, because of God’s nature it is something reasonable. Since God is a 
God of love it is certainly possible that He would communicate to His 
creation.  
 
In addition, throughout history human beings have also expected to receive 
some type of divine revelation.  
 
Nature also testifies to God’s existence, but it tells us no specifics. The fact 
that we cannot see God also adds to the need of a Word from Him.  
 
Add to this, the fact that humankind is incapable on its own of knowing 
God. Because God is unapproachable by His nature, and because we are 
fallen human beings, a revelation from God is absolutely necessary.  
 
Moreover, human beings need an ultimate standard to know who we are, 
and how to conduct our lives. Only a divine revelation can give us this. 
 
Finally, we have that revelation—the Bible. A divine revelation is our only 
basis of speaking meaningfully about God. Without divine revelation all 
God-talk is meaningless. Fortunately we have that revelation. 
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Question 4 
 

What Is General Revelation? 
(Natural Or Universal Revelation) 

 
God’s revealing of Himself to humanity has come about in different ways. 
One of these ways is known as “general revelation,” or “natural revelation.” 
It is also called “universal revelation.” We will use the term general 
revelation when referring to this activity of God. 
 
General Revelation Defined: God Has Revealed  
Certain Information About Himself To All Humanity 
 
General revelation is revelation about God that all humanity has always 
received from the beginning of time. It is “general” in that it reaches all 
people in all times and in every place—nobody is without general 
revelation. It is in contrast to special, or particular, revelation which is 
different in its scope. Although special revelation is addressed to all people, 
not all people have had the advantage of receiving God’s special revelation. 
 
Sometimes general revelation is distinguished from natural revelation. 
Natural revelation is the testimony of the world of nature while general 
revelation includes the human conscience as well as nature.  
 
There are a number of important observations that need to be made with 
respect to general revelation. 
 
1.    Revelation, From Nature, Comes To All Parts Of The Earth 
 
Every place on earth receives some revelation about God from the natural 
world. The psalmist wrote about the heavens proclaiming God’s glory:  
 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
display knowledge (Psalm 19:1,2 NET). 

 
Therefore, general revelation from nature is worldwide in its scope since 
all peoples are able to see what is occurring in the heavens. 
 
2. All Humans Have Experienced General Revelation 
 
Because general revelation reaches every place on the earth, every human 
being has received it and continues to receive it.  
 
The Apostle Paul said: 
 

For the truth about God is known to them instinctively. God has put 
this knowledge in their hearts. From the time the world was created, 
people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made. They can 
clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. 
So they have no excuse whatsoever for not knowing God (Romans 
1:18-20 NLT). 
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God has always left a witness of Himself. Thus, God’s general revelation is 
found everywhere with everybody. 
 
3. The Human Conscience Knows That God Exists 
 
There is also an inner witness that everyone has—the human conscience.  
It universally testifies that God exists. There is something inside every one 
of us, an inner witness that makes us aware of Him. We all know that there 
is some power greater than ourselves that exists. Paul wrote: 
 

Some people naturally obey the Law’s commands, even though they 
don’t have the Law. This proves that the conscience is like a law written 
in the human heart. And it will show whether we are forgiven or 
condemned (Romans 2:14,15 CEV). 

 
Everyone has this internal witness. There are no exceptions. 
 
Conclusion: General Revelation Is Both Objective And Subjective 
 
General revelation, therefore, is both observable through nature as well as 
being something innate, or residing, inside each of us. Consequently it is 
both objective and subjective.  
 
Should God’s Providence Be In The  
Category Of General Revelation? 
 
While it is clear that the testimony of nature, as well as that of the human 
conscience, are universal in their scope, there are other ways in which God 
has revealed Himself to humanity. Many Bible teachers place things such 
as unwritten human tradition, providence, and God’s dealings with the 
nations, under the category of general revelation.  
 
While these are ways that God has revealed Himself to the human race, 
technically, they would not constitute general revelation. This is because 
not all people, at all times, have constantly received these things.  
 
God’s providence is certainly universal. God has also revealed Himself to 
humanity through the gracious things that He has provided to sustain life. 
The gifts of God’s providence are for everyone, everywhere. There are no 
exceptions. In fact, Scripture uses it as a testimony to God not leaving 
Himself without a witness to His existence. 
 
However, there are differences of the degree of blessings people have 
experienced from God’s providence. Famines, droughts, and other factors 
have been the experience of many. Depending upon when one lived in 
history, the benefits from God’s general providence would be different for 
different people. Therefore, while providence does testify to God’s grace 
and His provisions, not everyone has benefited from it to the same degree.  
 
Consequently, it may not be appropriate to place providence in the 
category of general revelation when we consider how the Scripture seems 
to limit the definition. However, it certainly would not be wrong to place 
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it under the heading of general revelation as long as its limitations are 
understood. 
 
God’s Existence Is Known In Other Ways 
 
Apart from the testimony of nature, the human conscience, and 
providence, there are two other ways in which the existence of God has 
been revealed to humanity in a general way—unwritten human tradition, 
and God’s dealings with the nations of the world. 
 
1. Unwritten Human Tradition Has Revealed God’s Truths 
 
Human tradition is one of the means by which God’s is known to 
humanity. The Bible says that God spoke to Adam and Eve in the 
beginning. They, in turn, would have told others about the things that God 
both said and did.  
 
As God revealed Himself to humanity at various times in the past, these 
events would also have been told and retold by people with whom God 
spoke. The problem, of course, is that in the telling of these stories certain 
things would be added, and other things would be subtracted. Yet the basis 
of the story usually remains. 
 
There is also the fact that the Bible has not recorded everything God said, 
or did. While these words and events have not found their way into 
Scripture, we must assume that people told others of their experiences with 
God and that their stories were retold. Of course, the problem here is that 
we have no idea to whom God spoke or what He said.   
 
In addition, we have no way of knowing whether God actually spoke to 
the people who make the claims. Therefore, this type of unwritten tradition 
is not very helpful in determining what God did or did not say or what 
God did or did not do. 
 
2. God’s Dealings With The Nations  

Testifies To His Existence 
 
Also, the Bible says that God has dealt with the nations of the world, in 
such a way that shows His existence. The Bible gives examples that testify 
to God’s existence, power, and control over history.  
 
We know from Scripture that God overrules the decisions of humans so 
that His plan will be accomplished. The Bible gives us some specifics on 
this issue. 
 
This sums up the idea of general or universal revelation. While general 
revelation does not provide enough information for a person to be saved 
from his or her sins, it does provide important truths which set the stage 
for God’s special revelation. 
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Summary To Question 4  
What Is General Revelation?  
(Universal Revelation, Natural Revelation) 
 
General revelation, or natural or universal revelation, reaches everyone, 
everywhere. The Bible speaks of two ways in which God has revealed 
Himself to all of humanity—the testimony of nature or creation, and the 
conscience.  
 
Thus, the witness is both objective (nature) and subjective (our 
conscience). From these evidences we find that belief in some type of 
Creator God is not unreasonable. No one, therefore, is ignorant of God’s 
existence. 
 
It is also possible to place the providence of God in the category of general 
revelation. The only problem with that is that not everyone who has ever 
lived has received the same benefit from God’s gracious provisions.  
 
Unwritten human tradition, as well as God’s dealings with the nations, also 
gives testimony that He exists. However, not everyone has access to this 
testimony. 
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Question 5 
 

How Has God Revealed Himself 
Through Nature? 

 
Creation, or nature, is a part of God’s general revelation. Nature testifies 
to God’s existence. A number of points need to be made.  
 
1. Nature Is Not Identical With God 
 
It is important to realize that nature is not identical with God. When God 
reveals Himself through the physical world, it means that He 
communicates things about Himself that humans would not otherwise 
know. Nature reveals some things about God, but nature is not God. 
 
2. The Nature Psalms: The Universe  

Gives Testimony To God As Creator 
 
In the Old Testament, there are a number of Psalms known as the “nature 
psalms.” In them, they point to nature to testify to God’s existence. The 
vastness of the universe gives testimony to God as Creator.  
 
The psalmist wrote: 
 

When I look up at the heavens, which your fingers made, and see the 
moon and the stars, which you set in place, I think, “Of what 
importance is the human race, that you should notice them? Of what 
importance is mankind, that you should pay attention to them” (Psalm 
8:3,4 NET). 

 
Nature testifies to God’s majesty and greatness as well as our smallness in 
comparison. 
 
3. Psalm 29 Speaks Of God’s Testimony  

That Is Found In Nature 
 
Psalm 29 is another “nature psalm.” In it, we read the following testimony 
that nature gives about God: 
 

The voice of the LORD echoes above the sea. The God of glory 
thunders. The LORD thunders over the mighty sea. The voice of the 
LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. The voice 
of the LORD splits the mighty cedars; the LORD shatters the cedars 
of Lebanon. He makes Lebanon’s mountains skip like a calf and 
Mount Hermon to leap like a young bull. The voice of the LORD 
strikes with lightning bolts. The voice of the LORD makes the desert 
quake; the LORD shakes the desert of Kadesh. The voice of the 
LORD twists mighty oaks and strips the forests bare. In his Temple 
everyone shouts, “Glory!” The LORD rules over the floodwaters. The 
LORD reigns as king forever (Psalm 29:3-10 NLT). 
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Among other things, the psalmist says that the voice of the Lord breaks 
the strong cedar trees and even shakes the desert. His testimony is found 
in all of nature. 
 
4. The Two Main Passages Concerning Nature:  

Psalm 19:1-6, Romans 1:18-21 
 
Psalm 19:1-6 and Romans 1:18-21 are the two main passages in Scripture 
that speak to the issue of general revelation through nature. Their 
testimony is as follows. 
 
The Testimony Of Psalm 19:1-6 
 
The first six verses of Psalm 19 testify to the revelation of God through 
His creation. It says: 
 

The heavens declare God’s glory; the sky displays his handiwork. Day 
after day it speaks out; night after night it reveals his greatness. There 
is no actual speech or word, nor is its voice literally heard. Yet its voice 
echoes throughout the earth; its words carry to the distant horizon. In 
the sky he has pitched a tent for the sun. Like a bridegroom it emerges 
from its chamber; like a strong man it enjoys running its course. It 
emerges from the distant horizon, and goes from one end of the sky 
to the other; nothing can escape its heat (Psalm 19:1-6 NET). 

 
The following truths are found in these verses. 
 
1. God’s Glory Is Being Proclaimed In Nature 
 
The heavens are a declaration to the fact of God’s glory. It is a sign to the 
entire human race that God does exist. Wherever we look we find evidence 
of orderliness and design. The harmony and order of creation are a 
testimony to God’s existence. 
 
2. The Testimony Of Nature Is Constant 
 
This revelation about God’s power and majesty is constant. It is occurring 
“day after day” and “night after night.” Thus, humans are constantly 
reminded of God’s existence.  
 
3. This Revelation Is Nonverbal (Inaudible) 
 
This revelation about God does not consist of words—it is nonverbal 
revelation. Although the testimony is clear to everyone, this testimony is 
not accomplished through words. The heavens, therefore, offer a silent 
continual testimony to God. The heavens give an objective revelation of 
God whether or not anyone acknowledges it. 
 
4. It Is Worldwide In Scope  
 
The scope of this testimony is worldwide. All people, everywhere, have 
access to this form of God’s revelation. There are no geographic barriers.  
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5. There Is No Language Barrier 
 
Since this is a non-verbal form of communication, there is no language 
barrier. All people, in every language, are able to comprehend this form of 
God revealing Himself. Again, there are no exceptions.  
 
6. The Sun Gives Constant Testimony  

To God’s Provision For Humanity  
 
The shining of the sun in the sky gives constant testimony to the existence 
and care of God. Like the sun, the existence of God is obvious to all. 
Nothing can hide from the sun—no one can hide from God.  
 
These truths about God are there for all people to see—therefore, they 
have no excuse. Everyone has knowledge of the Creator. 
 
However, the next verse of Psalm 19 makes it clear how ultimate truth is 
explained to humanity—it is through God’s Word. The psalmist wrote: 
 

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the 
LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple (Psalm 19:7 NLT). 

 
His Word is what is perfect. It is not by means of natural revelation, or 
general revelation, where ultimate truth is explained—it is in the Law of 
the Lord, the Scriptures. 
 
There is something else. It must be remembered that the writers of the 
nature psalms are not unbelievers who are merely admiring nature for its 
beauty. To the contrary, they are believers who are responding in worship 
to nature’s testimony of God’s majesty. In other words, by means of special 
revelation they are appreciating God’s general revelation. 
 
The Testimony Of Romans 1:18-21 
 
Another passage that speaks of God’s revelation through nature is Romans 
1:18-21. Paul wrote the following: 
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress 
the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since 
the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor 
him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened (Romans 1:18-21 
ESV). 

 
This passage in Romans 1 testifies to God’s revelation of Himself in nature 
as well as the response of humanity to this revelation. The following 
important truths about God’s general revelation can be learned from this 
passage. 
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The Testimony About God That Is Found In Nature Is Clear 
 
In this passage there are two phrases that speak of God’s revelation in 
nature.  The first is found in verse 19, “what can be known about God is 
plain to them.”  
 
The second is found in verse 20, “For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been made.” 
 
Therefore, we find that God has left a witness of Himself for everyone. No 
one has any excuse for denying it; God’s existence is plain or obvious to 
all. 
 
Conclusions From Nature Can Be Drawn  
About God And His Existence 
 
Because of the clear testimony about God from nature, conclusions can 
and should be drawn about God’s existence. His divine attributes, though 
not visible, are clearly seen through the things He created. Everyone can 
see them. 
 
1. The Testimony Is Constantly Witnessed By Everyone 
 
As Psalm 19 affirms, this testimony about God’s power and majesty has 
constantly been witnessed since the time God created the world. There has 
never been a moment in which the world was without this testimony. It is 
ongoing to this day. 
 
2. General Revelation Holds People Accountable To God 
 
Because of the witness of nature, people are held accountable to God for 
the knowledge that He has revealed to them. They have no excuse for 
rejecting His existence. Instead, they should respond to the revelation they 
have received. 
 
3. The Response To God’s Revelation Has Been Rejection 
 
Unfortunately, the human race has rejected God’s revelation of Himself in 
nature. In verse 18, Paul says they, “suppressed the truth in 
unrighteousness.”  
 
This means that they first understood it, but then rejected its message. The 
rejection was done knowingly and willingly. They chose not to believe. 
 
This Type Of Revelation Is Limited In What It Can Do 
 
From these two main passages, Psalm 19, and Romans 1, it is clear that 
everyone everywhere is aware of the existence of God through the 
testimony He has left in creation. The witness about God’s existence from 
nature should lead humans to seek to discover who this Creator is.  
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While this revelation from the natural world makes human beings 
responsible, revelation from nature, or creation, is limited in what it tells 
us. Only certain aspects about God’s invisible qualities or nature are 
revealed. Specifically, they are, “His eternal power and divine nature.”  
 
Nature does not give us any explicit statements about God. Again, we find 
that more information is needed. The revelation of God in creation is not 
sufficient for us to know Him.  
 
We can make the following observations. 
 
Humanity Has Corrupted The Truth Of Creation 
 
The truth of creation has been corrupted by sinful humanity. Paul 
emphasized this when wrote to the Romans: 
 

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served 
created things rather than the Creator, who is forever praised! Amen 
(Romans 1:25 NIV). 

 
Humanity rejected the Creator and worshipped the creation instead. They 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and became worshippers of that 
which God created, rather than the Creator God Himself. 
 
There Is No Direct Contact With God From Nature 
 
In addition, nature does not bring us into direct contact with God. It 
reveals the power of God without revealing His person. Humanity needs 
more than the testimony of creation to know exactly what God is like, and 
what He requires of us. Indeed, there can be no certainty of beliefs through 
the revelation of nature—only approximations. 
 
Nature Is Limited As A Source Of Divine Truth 
 
Nature can give us only a partial perception of God. From nature we can 
discover the wisdom and power of God.  
 
However, nature is limited as a source of truth about God. Human beings 
are only able to infer certain things about God from nature because there 
are no explicit statements about Him. In other words, we are not 
competent to understand anything more that certain general truths about 
God. This is due to our limitations as human beings as well as our fallen 
sinful nature. Our knowledge about God has to be added to, as well as 
corrected.  
 
What is needed is a permanent written record of God’s revelation to the 
human race in language which we can understand. Happily, God has given 
us this written revelation of Himself in the Bible.  
 
It is only through God’s special revelation in the Scriptures that we have 
explicit statements about who God is, and what He requires from us. 
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Summary To Question 5  
How Has God Revealed Himself Through Nature? 
 
The Bible testifies that “nature” or “creation” gives clear testimony to 
God’s existence. Everyone, everywhere, has this testimony. Natural 
revelation is more than sufficient to make humanity responsible and to 
show us that we are “without excuse.” Consequently, we humans should 
attempt to find out who this Creator is, and what He requires of us  
 
Unfortunately, people have corrupted the revelation of God in nature and 
have chosen to worship and serve the creation rather than the Creator. 
Instead of worshipping the Creator, they have turned creation into a god.   
 
This is why nature, by itself, is not enough. What is necessary is God’s 
revelation to humanity in a permanent written form in language that 
everyone can understand. We have that revelation in the Bible. 
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Question 6 
 

Do Modern Discoveries Come Under The 
Heading Of General Revelation? 

 
There are a number of people today who argue that modern discoveries 
made in the fields of science, mathematics, psychology, and other 
disciplines should be placed under the category of God’s general revelation 
to humanity.  
 
Consequently, the results from these discoveries should be placed on the 
same level of truth as statements found in Scripture. Since “all truth is 
God’s truth” these discoveries about us, and our universe, should fit, not 
contradict, what the Bible has revealed about God. If these discoveries 
contradict what the Scripture says, then it is usually the interpretation of 
Scripture that is changed to fit the latest discoveries in these fields. 
 
There are a number of problems with this perspective. They include the 
following. 
 
1. General Revelation Only Deals With  

Information About God And His Works 
 
To begin with, general revelation, by the biblical definition, reveals 
information only about the character of God and His divine actions. No 
other subject should be put under this category. The psalmist wrote: 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is 
not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the 
ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 
which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a 
champion rejoicing to run his course. It rises at one end of the heavens 
and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat 
(Psalm 19:1-6 NIV). 

 
Only information about His person and His marvelous deeds fit into the 
category of general revelation. Therefore, any discovery in science, 
mathematics, or psychology, does not fit into the biblical definition of 
general revelation.  
 
Thus, it is incorrect to refer to the content of general revelation as 
“general.” The subject matter is specific. It deals with God’s character and 
God’s actions. 
 
2. General Revelation Consists Of Information  

That Everyone Has Known From The Beginning 
 
There is more. General revelation only deals with information about God 
and His actions that have been around from the beginning. Everyone, 
everywhere is aware of these truths—they are impossible to avoid. This is 
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another reason as to why recent discoveries in the fields of science, 
mathematics, and literature would not qualify as general revelation. They 
have not been available to all people at all times and in all places.  
 
Because the Bible defines general revelation as truths that everyone from 
the beginning has known about, these discoveries, that have only been 
made recently, would not qualify under this heading.  
 
Furthermore, the results of modern discovery are still not available to every 
person in every place. This is a further reason not to classify them under 
the heading of general revelation. For something to constitute general 
revelation it must have always been available to everyone from the 
beginning, and it must continually testify to God’s character and His 
power.  
 
3. Discoveries Are The Result Of Searching And Seeking: Not 

Something That Is Obvious To All 
 
Furthermore, discoveries made in various fields of learning are the result 
of people searching to make such discoveries. However, according to 
Scripture, general revelation does not have to be sought after—it has 
always been obvious to all people everywhere. It is for all to see; not some 
hidden truth that awaits discovery.  
 
This is another reason to reject any recent discovery as being part of God’s 
general revelation to humanity. General revelation is impossible to avoid. 
 
4. All Discoveries Have The Possibility Of Being  

Contradicted By Later Evidence 
 
There is something else that needs to be said about modern discoveries. 
While these new discoveries may be true, they are not to be considered 
anywhere near the same level of truth as the information that has always 
been available from general revelation, and certainly they are not on the 
same level as the specific truths God has revealed in Scripture by means of 
special revelation. 
 
We must also remember that today’s scientific truth may be tomorrow’s 
scientific nonsense. As we are all well aware of, many so-called discoveries 
have later turned out to be not discoveries at all. Thus, to attempt to equate 
the latest discovery in science with God’s general revelation is just plain 
wrong. The latest discovery may be contradicted by even later discoveries.  
 
Therefore, any discovery made in modern times comes with only a degree 
of certainty—not absolute certainty. They do not constitute God’s revealed 
truth to humanity.  
 
This must always be remembered. There is no human who can provide the 
last word on any subject. Indeed, no final authority exists in any field of 
study!  
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5. Humans Respond Negatively To General 
Revelation Not To Modern Discoveries 

 
There is something else. The Bible is unanimous in its testimony that 
humans respond in a negative way to general revelation. This is due to our 
fallen nature—it does not want to know the truth. Paul wrote to the 
Romans: 
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress 
the truth (Romans 1:18 ESV). 

 
While human discoveries are accepted by unbelievers, the Bible says that 
unbelievers reject general revelation. This is another reason that human 
discoveries cannot be equated with general revelation.  
 
6. Only Biblical Statements Can Be  

Accepted With Absolute Certainty 
 
While modern discoveries may only be considered “certain” to varying 
degrees, the same cannot be said for statements in Scripture. Statements 
that are contained in Scripture can be accepted as being “absolutely true.” 
The Bible contains what is known as “propositional truth.” These are 
statements that are true, and will always be true.  
 
What we observe of the world is reliable in the sense that it really exists. 
The Bible says: 
 

The hearing ear and the seeing eye—the Lord made them both 
(Proverbs 20:12 HCSB). 

 
Though reliable, there are some things that must be kept in mind. The 
fallen world is imperfect and always liable to error or misinterpretation.  
 
Therefore, we need special revelation to interpret it. God alone knows all 
the facts—He will never learn anything new. Hence, we start with what the 
Scripture says and work from there.  
 
We can only have absolute certainty when we have God’s Word on the 
matter. He knows all and He always tells the truth. While we may be more 
certain about some things than other things, absolute certainty only comes 
from God Himself. 
 
This is why the only things in which we can have confidence are the things 
that an all-knowing, or omniscient, God has revealed to us. He is the only 
one who can reveal true facts that can never be contradicted. Because we 
are finite human beings, we can never have certainty about things.  
 
Further information may come to light that would refute our previous 
beliefs. No one has the last word on any matter. 
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7. The Holy Spirit Guides Believers Into  
All Truth Regarding Scripture 

 
There is something else. While believers are also fallen human beings, as 
are unbelievers, we have the advantage of having the Holy Spirit dwelling 
inside each of us. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would teach believers 
and would guide them into all truth. We read the following statement of 
Jesus in the Gospel of John: 
 

When the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you into the full truth. 
He won’t speak on his own. He will speak what he hears and will tell 
you about things to come (John 16:13 God’s Word). 

 
It is important to realize that the Holy Spirit guides the believer into “all 
truth” in the understanding of the Scripture. We have no such promise of 
guidance into the understanding of other types of truth statements.  
 
Two Reasons Why We Need Special Revelation 
 
General revelation gives a true, but limited picture of God. The 
information derived from nature is never complete or perfect. Human 
beings need God’s special revelation for two reasons.  
 
First, we need special revelation so we can correctly interpret the truths 
that He has revealed by means of general revelation. Fallen humanity 
consistently misinterprets truth from general revelation. This becomes 
obvious from the many religions of the world.  
 
Our sinfulness, as well as the lack of specific details revealed by general 
revelation, makes special revelation necessary.   
 
There is something else. The truths revealed by general revelation are very 
limited. According to Scripture, the content of general revelation is 
restricted in what it is, and what it can do.  
 
It is imperative that we recognize this and not attempt to elevate certain 
truths that have been recently discovered on the same level as the truths 
revealed in Scripture.  
 
Summary To Question 6  
Do Modern Discoveries Come Under  
The Heading Of General Revelation? 
 
While there are some who believe that the latest discoveries in the various 
fields of knowledge should be placed under the category of general 
revelation, this is not the case for a number of reasons.  
 
First, general revelation is limited to information about God and His 
actions that testify to His character. It tells us that God exists but it does 
not inform us as to how we can personally know Him. 
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In addition, the truths of general revelation have been around since 
creation—they are not something recent. All people everywhere have 
access to them. 
 
Consequently, general revelation does not consist of new discoveries. 
Instead, it reveals truths that have been, and currently are, obvious to 
everyone, everywhere.  
 
Finally, every discovery, no matter how true it seemingly is, has the 
possibility of being later refuted by further knowledge. This is important to 
realize. 
 
In sum, we should keep the same limitations and restrictions upon general 
revelation that we find in Scripture. 
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Question 7 
 

How Does The Human 
Conscience Reveal God? 

 
Everyone has a conscience – an inner awareness of what is right and what 
is wrong. The Bible says that human conscience testifies to God’s 
existence.  
 
Let us consider the following points. 
 
1. Human Beings Have Been Made In  

God’s Image: This Includes A Conscience 
 
Only human beings have been made in the image of God. The first chapter 
of Genesis tells us that God made humanity in the Divine image. It says: 
 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, after our likeness, 
so they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move 
on the earth.” God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 
God he created them, male and female he created them. God blessed 
them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! Fill the earth and 
subdue it! Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and 
every creature that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:26-28 NET). 

 
The image of God is an intellectual and moral image. In many ways we 
reflect God. This includes our sense of right and wrong. Through the 
conscience, God has built this into each and every one of us an idea of 
good and evil, right and wrong. This is true for every human being. 
 
2. Our Conscience, Our Inner Awareness,  

Tells Us That God Exists 
 
The Bible says that God has revealed Himself to each person through his 
or her conscience. Paul wrote to the church at Rome about how the 
Gentiles, or non-Jews, are convicted by their conscience. He said: 
 

When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do instinctively what the 
law requires, these, though not having the law, are a law to themselves. 
They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, to 
which their own conscience also bears witness; and their conflicting 
thoughts will accuse or perhaps excuse them (Romans 2:14,15 NRSV).  

 
These verses show that the Lord has placed knowledge of Himself within 
the heart of each human being. Humanity knows intuitively the difference 
between good and evil, right and wrong because someone greater than 
them has put it there. Furthermore, they know from their conscience that 
they will ultimately be held responsible for their behavior. 
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Scripture says that both Jews and Gentiles will be held responsible for what 
has been revealed to them. The Jews, who have received the written Word 
of God, will be judged accordingly.  
 
The Gentiles, however, have not been given a written Word from God. 
They will be judged on a different standard. Their judgment will be based 
upon an unwritten law—that which is written on their hearts. Their own 
conscience will act like a prosecuting attorney. It will make it clear they are 
guilty before God because of their sin. Therefore, all are without excuse. 
Paul explained to the Romans why God judged the Gentiles:  
 

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to 
the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator. . . For this reason God gave them up 
to dishonorable passions. . . And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done (Romans 1:24,26,28 ESV).  

 
Though they knew about God, they chose not to honor Him. The Old 
Testament prophets often spoke of God’s judgment on the Gentile 
nations. We find that this was case even though these nations did not have 
the special relationship with Him as did the nation Israel. Their conscience 
was sufficient testimony to God’s existence. 
 
3. The Conscience Has Been Corrupted By Sin 
 
There is something else. Our conscience is fallible because it has been 
corrupted by sin. The Bible speaks of the conscience of humans as being 
weak. Paul wrote to the church at Corinth: 
 

For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as 
indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through 
whom we exist. However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, 
through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an 
idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled (1 Corinthians 8:5-7 
NIV). 

 
Paul also spoke of consciences that were seared. He wrote the following to 
Timothy: 
 

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith 
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. Such 
teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have 
been seared as with a hot iron (1 Timothy 4:1-2 NIV). 

 
Because the human conscience has been marred by sin, people seek other 
ways to worship God that He does not accept. They build temples, shrines, 
and worship idols in an attempt to please God. Yet their efforts do not 
glorify God. Paul wrote: 
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For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although 
they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 
and animals and creeping things (Romans 1:20-23 ESV).  

 
God cannot be glorified through these types of human efforts to worship 
Him. 
 
Therefore, while each human being has a conscience, this conscience is 
continually disobeyed. Human beings know how they are supposed to 
behave because of the conscience that God has given them.  
 
Furthermore, they are unable to get rid of this conscience that He has 
placed inside them. However, because of sin, they consistently violate their 
conscience. They know what they are supposed to do but they do not do 
it. 
 
4. The Conscience Is An Insufficient Testimony Of God 
 
While the conscience testifies to God’s existence, it is an insufficient 
witness. Although the conscience indicates the existence of God, it does 
not provide any personal knowledge of Him.  
 
There is no specific testimony as to which God exists, or how we can know 
Him. Again, the identity of God is not revealed. Therefore, the testimony 
of the conscience is insufficient. 
 
5. God’s Revelation Through The  

Conscience Stabilizes Human Societies 
 
One positive outcome of this revelation of God through the conscience is 
the relative stabilizing of human societies. Because each human has some 
moral sense of right and wrong, evil does not entirely run rampant—it is 
held in check to some degree. It is only this God-revealed sense of right 
and wrong that keeps the society from becoming entirely evil.  
 
While the non-believer does not have a perfect knowledge of God through 
the conscience, there is some knowledge of God that remains.  
 
There are some who appeal to a statement in John’s gospel to support this 
idea that God’s light is in everyone.  
 
He wrote: 
 

John was not the light, but he came to declare the truth about the 
light. The real light, which shines on everyone, was coming into the 
world (John 1:8,9 God’s Word). 
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Everyone has the light of God shining in them through the human 
conscience. However, because of sin, that revelation is distorted. God’s 
voice is heard but it is not the only thing the conscience hears. Thus, people 
have some awareness of good and evil, right and wrong.  
 
However, this awareness is always limited because of our fallen nature. 
Therefore, the universal moral codes that we find are in some ways, a 
reflection of the Creator.   
 
6. Unbelievers Through Their Conscience  

Can Judge The Behavior Of Believers 
 
The conscience of the unbeliever is, in some way, qualified to judge the 
behavior of believers. Paul wrote to Timothy about the qualifications of an 
elder: 
 

He must moreover have a good reputation with the outside world so 
that he may not be exposed to scandal and be caught in the devil’s 
snare (1 Timothy 3:7 REB) 

 
Peter wrote something similar. He said the following: 
 

Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then 
even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable 
behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world. 
(1 Peter 2:12 NLT). 

 
This basic sense of right and wrong is still there with unbelievers however 
distorted it may be. 
 
7. Only Jesus Christ Can Cleanse The Conscience Of Sinners 
 
Until a person comes to know Jesus Christ in a personal way, their 
conscience will be an insufficient guide to truth about God. Our conscience 
needs to be cleansed from sin. The writer to the Hebrews stated that only 
the blood of Christ can cleanse the human conscience. We read: 
 

Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 
heifer could cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. Just 
think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences 
from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the 
power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect 
sacrifice for our sins (Hebrews 9:13,14 NLT).  

 
In another place in the Book of Hebrews we have the following command: 
 

Let us go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully 
trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with 
Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with 
pure water. (Hebrews 10:22 NLT).  
 

To the church at Corinth, Paul wrote the following:  



            God Has Spoken To Us 

© Don Stewart 43 

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do 
not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; 
we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the 
contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God (2 Corinthians 4:1,2 NIV). 

 
Jesus Christ alone can cleanse the conscience of human beings. 
 
8. Church Leaders Need A Clear Conscience 
 
Those who lead God’s people must have a clear conscience. Paul said the 
following about qualifications of church leaders:   
 

Deacons must also be of good character. They must not be two-faced 
or addicted to alcohol. They must not use shameful ways to make 
money. They must have clear consciences about possessing the 
mystery of the Christian faith (1 Timothy 3:8,9 God’s Word). 

 
When a person comes to trust Jesus Christ as their Savior, their conscience 
can function as it was originally created. Otherwise, the conscience cannot 
correctly lead them to worship the true God. 
 
Summary To Question 7  
How Does The Human Conscience Reveal God? 
 
Human beings have been made in the image of God. This includes the 
knowledge of what is right and what is wrong. The Bible says that our 
conscience testifies to God’s existence. Both Jews and Gentiles have the 
testimony of their conscience as to the fact that there is a God.  
 
However, by itself, the conscience is an insufficient guide. The conscience 
tells us that God exists, but it does not tell us who this God is. The 
conscious is also a fallible witness because it has been corrupted by sin.  
 
The good news is that once a person comes to Jesus Christ as their Savior 
their conscience can function as it was originally created.  
 
In addition, the conscience does not reveal truths about God that can 
produce certainty. Sin distorts our idea of what is right and what is wrong. 
It leads us to faulty reasoning.  
 
On the other hand, the Bible contains clear and precise statements about 
God. Therefore, it is to Scripture that we go to discover ultimate truth. 
Indeed, it is our only infallible guide. 
 
The Bible also says that those who are in church leadership need a clear 
conscience to go about doing God’s work. This way they can go about 
doing the work of the ministry in the correct way. 
 
Only Jesus can cleanse the conscience. This is a point that the Bible clearly 
makes. 
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Question 8 
 

How Does Providence Testify 
To God’s Existence? 

 
God has revealed Himself to the human race through His providential 
goodness in the world. His existence is made known through His 
provisions. This is also known as “common grace.” The Bible has the 
following to say about God’s providence. 
 
1. The Lord Is Called The Providing God 
 
The Lord is known as the “providing God.” We read about this in the 
Book of Genesis: 
 

Abraham named the place “The LORD Will Provide.” This name has 
now become a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be 
provided” (Genesis 22:14 NLT). 

 
He alone is the One who provides for humanity. 
 
2. God Provides For Everyone: Both  

Believers And Unbelievers 
 
When people wanted to worship Paul and Barnabas after certain miracles 
they performed, Paul set the record straight by saying the following: 
 

Friends, why are you doing this? We are mortals just like you, and we 
bring you good news, that you should turn from these worthless things 
to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and 
all that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations to 
follow their own ways; yet he has not left himself without a witness in 
doing good—giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and 
filling you with food and your hearts with joy (Acts 14:15-17 NRSV). 

 
The rain from heaven, the different seasons, all testify to God providing 
for His creation. This providence is something that all of humanity benefits 
from. While there are no exceptions to this, this does not mean that 
everyone receives equal benefit from God’s providence. Providence, or 
common grace, does not touch all people the same way. It all depends upon 
where a person lives, and when, in history, they live.  
 
Indeed, the world has both seen famines and plagues. Therefore, God’s 
providence must be understood in the light of these conditions.  
 
3. Jesus Testified That God’s Providence Is Over Everything 
 
Jesus said that God the Father watches over everything and everyone— 
there is nothing that is beyond His care. We read His words in the Sermon 
on the Mount: 
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But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous (Matthew 5:44,45 NRSV) 

 
The good and the bad, the righteous and the unrighteous, all receive the 
benefits of God’s gracious providential care. Again, there are no exceptions 
to this. 
 
4. God Always Knows What Happens  

To Everything And Everyone 
 
As the providing God, He knows everything that occurs. Jesus said that 
nothing escapes His notice. Matthew records Jesus saying the following: 
 

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall 
to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head 
are all numbered (Matthew 10:29,30 ESV). 

 
This is a comforting thought. God knows everything about everyone and 
every living creature. Even a small bird, like the sparrow is closely watched 
by Him.  
 
The Lord also knows the number of hairs on our head. Only He has 
complete knowledge of all things. 
 
5. The Testimony From Providence Is Still Not  

Adequate To Know God 
 
Though providence gives testimony to a loving and a caring God, it does 
not tell us who this God is, who we are, or what He wants from us. 
Humanity needs more information to understand the expectations of the 
One who has provided for their needs.  
 
Thus, a further revelation from God is necessary—something that 
explicitly explains this providing God. The Apostle Paul said the following 
to the people of Athens: 
 

He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made temples, and 
human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no needs. He himself 
gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need there is. 
From one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. 
He decided beforehand which should rise and fall, and he determined 
their boundaries. His purpose in all of this was that the nations should 
seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—
though he is not far from any one of us. For in him we live and move 
and exist. As one of your own poets says, ‘We are his offspring’ (Acts 
17:24-28 NLT). 

 
God orders the affairs of humans in such a way that all people should seek 
Him. However, humans do not honestly search for Him. When they ought 
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to recognize God through these means, they do not. Instead, they turn their 
back on Him. Yet He is there for those who desire to know Him. 
 
Summary To Question 8   
How Does Providence Testify To God’s Existence? 
 
The God of the Bible is “the providing God.” God’s providence is seen in 
giving provisions to everyone in this world. This is also known as common 
grace. God’s provisions testify that there is a God who exists and who cares 
about His creation.  
 
However providence, by itself, is not sufficient for people to know the 
identity of the true and living God. It merely tells them that He exists and 
that He cares for everyone. 
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Question 9 
 

How Has God’s Existence Become Known 
Through Unwritten Tradition? 

 
The word “tradition” has the idea of something being passed down from 
one generation to the next. Some of the events that were recorded in 
Scripture were also passed down to others by means of unwritten tradition.  
 
Other events, in which God directly intervened, were not recorded in 
Scripture but nevertheless were passed down to others. What are we to 
make of all of this? 
 
There are a number of points that need to be made about this subject. They 
include the following. 
 
1. God Has Revealed Himself To Humanity  

From The Beginning 
 
The Bible says that, in the beginning, God talked face-to-face with Adam 
and Eve. We read the following in the Book of Genesis: 
 

But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are 
you?” The man replied, “I heard you moving about in the orchard, and 
I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.” And the LORD God said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” (Genesis 3:9-11 NET). 

 
Adam and Eve in turn, would have related to their children what God had 
told them. Each generation after that would receive the oral report from 
the previous generation about how God spoke and dealt with certain 
humans. As God continued to reveal Himself to others, the same type of 
relating of the story would occur from generation to generation. 
 
The problem that arises with this sort of transmission of stories is that 
things tended to be added and deleted as accounts continue to be told. The 
genuine history eventually turns into myths.  
 
While these myths have a historical basis, they cannot be relied upon to 
give an accurate explanation of what happened. Tradition, therefore, is not 
a reliable guide to what actually occurred. 
 
1. Other Revelations Of God Have Been Passed Down 
 
There is something else that should be considered. We should not assume 
that everything God said or did has been recorded in Scripture. In fact, we 
know that the Bible only selectively records God’s words and deeds in 
history.  
 
Consequently, there are things that He both said and did that we know 
nothing about—seeing that it has not been recorded.  
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However, we should assume that people would have passed on the things 
God said to them, as well as the deeds of God they observed. Others, in 
turn, would have also retold that which had been told to them.  
 
Thus, there are some unwritten traditions about God and His deeds that 
have a basis in truth. Unfortunately, we have no way of knowing what they 
are, or how accurate they have been passed down to us. 
 
3. Biblical Stories Have Been Distorted When  

Passed Down Through Oral Tradition 
 
Examples of a distortion of Bible events can be seen in the many creation 
and flood stories that are found in the various cultures around the world. 
While they are all different, they usually have a number of things in 
common. These facts point to an original source from which all of them 
are derived. This source is the Scripture. 
 
4. A Biblical Example Of Oral Tradition An As Unreliable 

Guide: The Discovery Of The Book Of The Law 
 
We have an example in Scripture about the unreliability of oral tradition. 
We are told that the Book of the Law was rediscovered in the Temple 
during the reign of King Josiah. The Bible records the episode as follows: 
 

Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the 
Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan, 
who read it. Then Shaphan the secretary went to the king and reported 
to him: “Your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple 
of the LORD and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at 
the temple.” Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah 
the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the 
presence of the king. When the king heard the words of the Book of 
the Law, he tore his robes (2 Kings 22:8-11 NIV). 

 
The nation had forgotten the teachings of the Lord. When King Josiah 
realized this, he then said to the High Priest: 
 

Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all 
Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is 
the LORD’s anger that burns against us because our fathers have not 
obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with 
all that is written there concerning us (2 Kings 22:13 NIV). 

 
This illustrates an important point. The people had forgotten how to 
behave—their unwritten tradition had not helped them in this instance. 
They needed God’s written revelation.  
 
Consequently, any abiding form of revelation from God must be written, 
not spoken. The spoken word cannot be infallibly transmitted from 
generation to generation. 
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Summary To Question 9  
How Has God’s Existence Become  
Known Through Unwritten Tradition? 
 
Unwritten human tradition is a source of general revelation. At the very 
beginning, God spoke to our first parents, Adam and Eve. He then 
continued to reveal Himself to others. While the things God said to them 
would have been passed down from generation to generation, they would 
have become muddled by this type of oral transmission.  
 
This is why we find numerous creation and flood stories in cultures around 
the world. While they differ in details, they do testify to these things actually 
occurring sometime in the distant past.  
 
We also have a biblical example of the problem of oral tradition. Because 
the people neglected the Scriptures, they ceased to observe the things God 
had commanded.  
 
Whatever oral tradition existed at that time did not cause the people to 
obey the Law of the Lord. Indeed, it was only when the written Scriptures 
were found that the people realized that they had disobeyed the Lord. This 
again points to the fact that unwritten tradition is insufficient. 
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Question 10 
 

How Has God’s Dealings With The Nations Of The 
World Demonstrated His Existence? 

 
The Bible says that God is behind the rise and fall of nations. It is He who 
guides the course of the nations and their history. His working with the 
nations of the world demonstrates that He does exist, and that He is in 
control of their history.  
 
The Bible gives the following testimony. 
 
1. Nations Rise Up Because Of God’s Desires 
 
God is the one who sets up nations. Moses emphasized this to the children 
of Israel when he wrote the following: 
 

When the Most High divided their inheritance to the nations, When 
He separated the sons of Adam, He set the boundaries of the peoples 
According to the number of the children of Israel. (Deuteronomy. 32:8 
NKJV).   
 

We learn that God alone is the one who controls the destiny of the nations. 
Humans fool themselves into thinking that they are in control. In the end, 
God is the one who is in total control.   
 
2. The Lord Sets The Boundaries Of The Nations 
 
God also sets the various boundaries of the kingdoms of the world. The 
apostle Paul said the following to a crowd in Athens: 
 

From one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. 
He decided beforehand which should rise and fall, and he determined 
their boundaries (Acts 17:26 NLT). 

 
The limits of any rule are set by the Lord. God raises up rulers and He 
removes them.  
 
3. He Is The Judge Of The Nations 
 
God is the One who ultimately judges the nations. The psalmist wrote 
about this aspect of God’s character. He said: 

 
I warned the proud, ‘Stop your boasting!’ I told the wicked, ‘Don’t 
raise your fists! Don’t lift your fists in defiance at the heavens or speak 
with rebellious arrogance. For no one on earth—from east or west, or 
even from the wilderness—can raise another person up. It is God 
alone who judges; he decides who will rise and who will fall (Psalm 
75:4-7 NLT). 

 
This powerful statement makes it clear that the Lord alone is the one who 
determines destinies. He is the righteous judge. 
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There are a number of statements in the Book of Daniel about the control 
of the Lord over the nations. They are as follows:  
 

He [God] changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes 
them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning 
(Daniel 2:21 NIV). 

 
We find that God raises up rulers as well as removing them. Daniel also 
wrote: 
 

For this has been decreed by the messengers; it is commanded by the 
holy ones. The purpose of this decree is that the whole world may 
understand that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world 
and gives them to anyone he chooses—even to the lowliest of humans 
(Daniel 4:17 NLT). 

 
Daniel told the pagan king Nebuchadnezzar that the God of Israel is Lord 
over all. The prophet made this clear to Nebuchadnezzar when 
pronouncing judgment upon him. He said: 
 

You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild 
animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you 
until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes (Daniel 4:32 
NIV). 

 
The prophet Daniel stressed the fact that God will give the kingdom to 
whomever He wills. He can withdraw kings as well as raise them up. They 
rule at His pleasure. 
 
4. God’s Control Is Over Everything: He Is Lord Over All 
 
All authority is ultimately under the control of God. Paul wrote to the 
Romans: 
 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that 
exist have been established by God (Romans 13:1 NIV). 

 
God is the one who establishes all authority. The Bible is clear on the 
matter—God alone controls the destinies of peoples and nations. 
 
5. The Bible Gives Illustrations Of God’s Involvement  

With The Nations In Human History 
 
The Bible gives illustrations where God has been involved in human 
history. The following nations are said to have been under God’s control. 
 
Egypt 
 
The Bible says that God’s dealings can be seen in His workings with the 
nation of Egypt. Paul wrote the following to the church at Rome: 
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For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very 
purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might 
be proclaimed in all the earth” (Romans 9:17 NIV). 

 
God showed His mighty power to the Egyptians by means of the plagues 
that came upon them. The great Egyptian army was later drowned in the 
Red Sea. All of this testified to the power and the authority of the God of 
Israel. 
 
Babylon 
 
Babylon, the nation that God used to judge Israel, would find themselves 
judged by God. This would happen through the Medo-Persian Empire— 
in particular by King Cyrus.  
 
God said the following of King Cyrus: 
 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
grasped,  to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: I will go before 
you and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of 
bronze and cut through the bars of iron,  I will give you the treasures 
of darkness and the hoards in secret places  that you may know that it 
is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. For the 
sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name, I name you, though you do not know me. I am the Lord, and 
there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you 
do not know me (Isaiah 45:1-5 ESV). 

 
The Medo-Persian Empire was God’s instrument to overthrow Babylon. 
The following chapters, Daniel 1-5, Jeremiah 50-51, and Isaiah 47-48, 
testify to this. 
 
Medo-Persia 
 
The Medo-Persian Empire, which followed the Babylonian, was also a 
target of God’s judgment (Isaiah 44:24-45:1-7; Daniel 2, 7). He is the One 
who allowed their empire to rise, and He is the One who caused it to fall. 
Their destiny was completely in His hand.    
 
Greece 
 
After the rise and fall of the Babylonian Empire, and the Medo-Persian 
Empire, Greece came on the scene. Greece also rose and fell according to 
God’s time frame.  
 
We find this chronicled for us in the Book of Daniel (Daniel 8:1-25; 11:1-
35). Again, He was the one in control of their destiny. 
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Rome 
 
The Roman Empire, according to Scripture, would rise up after these three 
previous world empires (Daniel 7:7,23, 9:24-27). This happened exactly as 
the Bible predicted because the Lord, as always, was in total control. Once 
again, the destiny of an empire was in the hands of the Lord. 
 
Israel 
 
The greatest testimony of God’s work in history is found in the nation 
Israel. Their existence and survival is an example of the faithfulness of 
God. God chose one man, Abraham, and called him out from among the 
unbelieving nations to found a nation that would be a witness to the one, 
true, God.  
 
The Bible records that God made the following promises to Abraham: 
 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go out from your country, your 
relatives, and your father’s household to the land that I will show you. 
Then I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you, and I will 
make your name great, in order that you might be a prime example of 
divine blessing. I will bless those who bless you, but the one who treats 
you lightly I must curse, and all the families of the earth will pronounce 
blessings on one another using your name” (Genesis 12:1-3 NET). 

 
The history of the nation Israel contains one example after another of the 
providential hand of God. The fact that they have survived to this day is a 
continuous testimony to God’s power and control over the events of 
history.  
 
Humanly speaking, there is no reason that they should still exist—but they 
do exist because of the promises that God has made. He has kept them 
from being destroyed.  
 
They are a living testimony to His existence. History has clearly 
demonstrated this. 
 
Information From God’s Dealing With The Nations  
Is Not Enough: More Information Is Still  
Necessary To Know Who God Is: 
 
It is obvious that there is a divine plan behind the workings of the nations 
of the world. Yet history itself is inadequate to tell us who this God is, and 
what He wants from us.  
 
We cannot gain any personal knowledge about God by observing how He 
has dealt in history. More information about Him is needed.   
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Summary To Question 10  
How Has God’s Dealings With The Nations  
Of The World Demonstrated His Existence? 
 
History tells us that an all-powerful God has been working behind the 
scenes. The rise and fall of nations is at His desire. It is ultimately He who 
decides their fate.  
 
We discover this in the history of Egypt, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, 
Rome, and especially Israel. The histories of these nations testify to the 
existence of God, and His control over all events.  
 
Yet history cannot tell us any specifics about His character, or how 
individuals can come to know Him. Something else is needed. 
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Question 11 
 

Does General Revelation Prove That 
The God Of The Bible Exists? 

 
Evidence from general revelation does not, by itself, prove that the God of 
Scripture exists. With all its wonder and beauty, nature does not give us 
many details about who God is. While it shows that some God does exist, 
it does not tell us who He is. However it does have value for following 
reasons. 
 
1. General Revelation Gives Evidence For God’s Existence 
 
Although general revelation does not solve all the problems relating to 
God’s existence, it does provide evidence that there is a God who does 
exist. General revelation is part of the case that can be made for the 
existence of the God of Scripture.  
 
We read the following in the Book of Job: 
 

God is exalted in his power. Who is a teacher like him? Who has 
prescribed his ways for him, or said to him, ‘You have done wrong’? 
Remember to extol his work, which men have praised in song. All 
mankind has seen it; men gaze on it from afar. How great is God— 
beyond our understanding! The number of his years is past finding out 
(Job 36:22-26 NIV). 

 
His work is seen by all people. There are no exceptions. 
 
2. General Revelation Testifies To God’s Grace 
 
General revelation is a testimony to the grace of God. Although humanity 
is in a continuous state of rebellion against Him, God continues to provide 
for their basic needs. Paul said:  
 

In the past he permitted all the nations to go their own ways, but he 
never left them without evidence of himself and his goodness. For 
instance, he sends you rain and good crops and gives you food and 
joyful hearts (Acts 14:16, 17 NLT). 

 
God’s gracious providence testifies to His existence. 
 
3. God Holds Everyone Responsible From  

 The Testimony Of General Revelation 
 
General revelation is enough to hold people responsible to believe in God’s 
existence. In fact, God has made it clear that no one has any excuses 
because of the revelation they have received from nature.  
 
Paul wrote the following to the Romans: 
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When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do instinctively what the 
law requires, these, though not having the law, are a law to themselves. 
They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, to 
which their own conscience also bears witness; and their conflicting 
thoughts will accuse or perhaps excuse them on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the 
secret thoughts of all (Romans 2:14-16 NRSV). 

 
No one can miss the truths revealed by general revelation. While general 
revelation reveals God’s power, goodness, and righteousness, it does not 
reveal His plan of salvation. 
 
4. General Revelation Should Be Used With Other Facts 
 
While not enough by itself, general revelation should be used with other 
evidence that God has provided humanity to the fact of His existence. 
While general revelation is clear, it can be misinterpreted. Finite human 
beings, even with the testimony of general revelation, cannot know or 
understand God.  
 
General revelation leads to some belief about the existence of God, but 
that is about as far as it goes. General revelation cannot tell us who God is, 
who we are, or what He wants from us. 
 
Summary To Question 11  
Does General Revelation Prove That The God Of The Bible Exists? 
 
No, it does not. General revelation only tells us that “some” God exists 
but it gives us no information about who He is, or how we can know Him. 
While falling short of proving the existence of the God of the Bible, general 
revelation does provide evidence that an all-powerful God does exist. A 
number of things can be noted. 
 
The intricate design of the universe is a testimony against blind chance.  In 
other words, the God who exists is an intelligent Designer.  
 
General revelation also testifies to God’s grace, namely that He 
continuously provides for all people—even those who reject Him.  
 
Finally, general revelation is enough to hold everyone responsible to the 
fact that God exists. No one can claim to be ignorant of His revelation.  
 
Consequently, general revelation can be used with other evidence to 
demonstrate the existence of God.  
 
However, further revelation is necessary for us to know the identity of the 
God who exists. 
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Question 12 
 

Why Are The Truths Of General Revelation 
Inadequate For People To Know God? 

 
Though general revelation is universal, and everyone has access to it, we 
find that it is still inadequate in a number of ways for people to know God. 
The following points need to be made. 
 
1. General Revelation Does Not Accurately  

Interpret The Truths It Reveals 
 
For one thing, general revelation does not accurately interpret the truths 
that it reveals. General revelation constantly tells us about God’s greatness 
and His majesty. However, it cannot tell us about God’s plan of salvation 
or how an individual may be saved.  
 
General revelation testifies that God exists, but it tells us nothing of God’s 
character, why humanity exists, or how we relate to Him. General 
revelation only provides a limited picture. It gives us an imperfect 
presentation of God’s character. 
 
2. The Human Race Has Been Distorted By Sin 
 
The knowledge of God that is available through general revelation has been 
distorted by sin. Some of the specific things that nature reveals may not be 
correctly understood because of sin. Fallen humanity has no ability to 
accurately understand specific details about God through the means of 
general revelation.  
 
In addition, we find that the human heart is also deceitful. Jeremiah wrote: 
 

The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately 
wicked. Who really knows how bad it is? (Jeremiah 17:9 NLT).   

 
The thinking process of godless humans is also futile.  
 
Paul wrote to the Romans: 
 

For although they knew God they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking and their 
senseless minds were darkened (Romans 1:21 NLT). 

 
In contrast, the Scripture itself is divinely inspired! 
 

Every Scripture passage is inspired by God. All of them are useful for 
teaching, pointing out errors, correcting people, and training them for 
a life that has God’s approval. They equip God’s servants so that they 
are completely prepared to do good things (2 Timothy 3:16-17 God’s 
Word).  
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Therefore, general revelation, when observed by sinful humanity, does not 
lead to answers to our ultimate questions. Our limitations, as well as our 
ignorance, need more than general revelation.  
 
3. Sinful Humanity Continually Suppresses  

The Truth Of General Revelation 
 
While general revelation should raise questions about God, sinful humanity 
rejects what is known. Human beings bring darkness upon themselves. 
Paul wrote:  
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of people who suppress the truth by their 
unrighteousness, because what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has made it plain to them (Romans 1:18 NET).   

 
This is an active, willing suppression of what God has revealed. People are 
actually running away from the truth of God. Not only do they suppress 
the truth of God, they approve of, or applaud, evil. Paul also wrote: 
 

They know God’s decree, that those who practice such things deserve 
to die—yet they not only do them but even applaud others who 
practice them (Romans 1:32 NRSV). 

 
As human beings continually suppress the truth that God is revealing to 
them, their conscience becomes more and more seared. It gets to the place 
where its voice is hardly ever heard. When the message of general 
revelation is distorted or suppressed it will eventually lead to God’s 
judgment upon the individual. 
 
A person may get to the place where they neither recognize nor respond 
to God’s revelation of Himself. People who constantly reject the truth of 
God may eventually find themselves incapable of responding. Their heart 
may become hardened to the place where God removes the inner witness 
of Himself   
 
We find Jesus refusing to answer the questions of King Herod. The Bible 
says: 
 

He asked Jesus question after question, but Jesus refused to answer 
(Luke 23:9 NLT). 

 
Jesus warned about those who do not listen to what He teaches:  
 

So be sure to pay attention to what you hear. To those who are open 
to my teaching, more understanding will be given. But to those who 
are not listening, even what they think they have will be taken away 
from them (Luke 8:18 NLT). 

 
The constant rejection of God’s truth is dangerous.   
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4. The Different Religions Testify To  
The Confusion About Which God Exists 

 
There are so many different religions that exist in the world. This fact gives 
evidence that humanity consistently misinterprets what they can learn from 
creation, providence, or their own conscience.  
 
Instead of worshipping the God of the Bible, they substitute nature, or 
parts of nature, to worship. The Bible says their hearts are darkened. Paul 
wrote: 
 

Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even 
give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God 
was like. The result was that their minds became dark and confused. 
Claiming to be wise, they became utter fools instead (Romans 1:20,21 
NLT). 

 
Their darkened hearts created human-made religion. The ancients, as well 
as modern humanity, have the same testimony from the natural world. 
However, neither the ancients nor modern humanity has come up with any 
consensus about who God is, or what He expects from us. Humans are 
still in darkness over who we are and what will happen to us when we die. 
 
5. Nature Is Still Under The Divine Curse 
 
While nature does give some testimony to the power and majesty of God, 
it must be remembered that the Bible says that it is under the curse of the 
Fall. The Book of Genesis records this event occurring.  
 
We read the words of what took place: 
 

He [God] said to the woman, “I will increase your pain and your labor 
when you give birth to children. Yet, you will long for your husband, 
and he will rule you.” Then he said to the man, “You listened to your 
wife and ate fruit from the tree, although I commanded you, ‘You must 
never eat its fruit.’ The ground is cursed because of you. Through hard 
work you will eat [food that comes] from it every day of your life. The 
ground will grow thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat wild 
plants. By the sweat of your brow, you will produce food to eat until 
you return to the ground, because you were taken from it. You are 
dust, and you will return to dust” (Genesis 3:17-19 God’s Word). 

 
Paul wrote about how the original creation was subjected to futility. He 
wrote the following to the Romans: 
 

I am sure that what we are suffering now cannot compare with the 
glory that will be shown to us. In fact, all creation is eagerly waiting for 
God to show who his children are. Meanwhile, creation is confused, 
but not because it wants to be confused. God made it this way in the 
hope that creation would be set free from decay and would share in 
the glorious freedom of his children. We know that all creation is still 
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groaning and is in pain, like a woman about to give birth (Romans 8:18-
22 CEV). 

 
Since nature is under the curse of God, it does not give perfect testimony 
about God’s creation. Nature does not tell us if we are any different than 
the beasts of the field or whether we have an immortal soul. It does not 
inform us if there is really life after death. An imperfect creation can never 
give us a perfect revelation of God. 
 
6. A Biblical Example Of General Revelation  

Being Insufficient: The Star Of Bethlehem 
 
We seem to have a biblical example of general revelation being insufficient. 
When the Magi came from the east looking for the Christ child they were 
led by a star. The Bible says: 
 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. 
About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw 
his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him (Matthew 2:1,2 
NLT).  

 
God must have allowed the Magi to understand something about the birth 
of Christ through this star. Although this star that led them may have been 
a supernatural event, it was not sufficient in-and-of itself.  
 
In fact, it did not bring them to Jesus—it only brought them to Jerusalem 
and Jesus’ enemy—Herod. When they needed to find the exact location of 
the birth of the King of the Jews, it was not the stars but the Scripture, 
special revelation, which was consulted. The Bible says the following: 
 

When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers 
of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. “In 
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 
written: “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who 
will be the shepherd of my people Israel’ (Matthew 2:4-6 NIV). 

 
Therefore, we see that the general revelation of the birth of Christ through 
the guiding star was not sufficient. When the Magi got to Bethlehem, they 
worshipped the One whom God’s special revelation spoke of. 
 
7. The Experience Of The Writer Of Ecclesiastes 
 
The fact that general revelation is insufficient can be seen in the experience 
of the person who wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes—traditionally believed 
to be Solomon. Although he had unparalleled wisdom, this was still not 
enough to know any specific truths about God.  
 
From the standpoint of general revelation alone, he made the following 
observations: 
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These are the words of the Teacher, King David’s son, who ruled in 
Jerusalem. “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “utterly 
meaningless!” What do people get for all their hard work? Generations 
come and go, but nothing really changes. The sun rises and sets and 
hurries around to rise again. The wind blows south and north, here and 
there, twisting back and forth, getting nowhere. The rivers run into the 
sea, but the sea is never full. Then the water returns again to the rivers 
and flows again to the sea. Everything is so weary and tiresome! No 
matter how much we see, we are never satisfied. No matter how much 
we hear, we are not content. History merely repeats itself. It has all 
been done before. Nothing under the sun is truly new. What can you 
point to that is new? How do you know it didn’t already exist long ago? 
We don’t remember what happened in those former times. And in 
future generations, no one will remember what we are doing now 
(Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 NLT). 

 
This teaches us an important truth. All the knowledge in the world, without 
divine revelation to explain its meaning, is worthless. We need more than 
general revelation.  
 
This is due to the fact that the testimony of nature is contradictory. On the 
one hand, it reveals the power, wisdom, and majesty of God, but nature 
can also be very unforgiving—its power can bring death and destruction.  
 
8. General Revelation Should Raise Questions About  

God But Cannot Give Ultimate Answers 
 
For the unbeliever, general revelation ought to raise questions about Gods’ 
person and plan. There is certainly enough evidence to testify to His 
existence, His power, and His loving character. These truths should lead 
the unbeliever to ask further questions about the identity of this God.  
 
Jesus said: 
 

Anyone who wants to do the will of God will know whether my 
teaching is from God or is merely my own (John 7:17 NLT).   

 
His rule or Lordship over everything testifies to His existence. People are 
accountable to respond to this testimony.  
 
Conclusion: People Need To Hear The Gospel Of Jesus Christ 
 
Because of the inadequacy of general revelation, people need to hear the 
message of forgiveness of sin through the work of Jesus Christ.  
 
The Apostle Paul made this clear when he wrote to the church at Rome: 
 

How can people have faith in the Lord and ask him to save them, if 
they have never heard about him? And how can they hear, unless 
someone tells them? And how can anyone tell them without being sent 
by the Lord? The Scriptures say it is a beautiful sight to see even the 
feet of someone coming to preach the good news. Yet not everyone 



            God Has Spoken To Us 

© Don Stewart 62 

has believed the message. For example, the prophet Isaiah asked, 
“Lord, has anyone believed what we said?” No one can have faith 
without hearing the message about Christ (Romans 10:14-17 CEV). 

 
People need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ Therefore, general 
revelation, while revealing certain truths about God, is inadequate. The 
message of Christ must be proclaimed! 
 
Summary To Question 12  
Why Are The Truths Of General  
Revelation Inadequate To Know God? 
 
General revelation provides a number of truths about God. However 
general revelation has its limits. There is no explanation of who God is, 
who we are as humans, or the plan of salvation from general revelation.  
 
In addition, because of sin, humanity is not able to fully appreciate what 
God has revealed by means of general revelation. The fact that different 
religions interpret general revelation in various ways speaks of its limitation.  
 
General revelation will raise questions about God’s nature and plan, but it 
cannot give the ultimate answers to those questions. For this more is 
needed—the message of forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ must be 
proclaimed. 
 
Therefore, humans need a divine revelation in written form. The testimony 
of God’s creation is incomplete.  
 
Furthermore, creation is now under God’s curse, its perfection has been 
marred by sin. Imperfect humans, marred by sin, cannot correctly interpret 
an imperfect creation.  
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Question 13 
 

What Conclusions Should We 
Draw About General Revelation? 

 
General revelation consists of God revealing Himself through various ways 
that are continuous and universal. There are a number of conclusions that 
can be drawn from general revelation. They include the following.  
 
1. God Does Exist  
 
From general revelation we know that there is a God who exists. Paul said 
that the order of nature testifies to the existence of the living God. He told 
the following to a crowd who wanted to worship him and the apostle 
Barnabas as gods: 
 

Friends, why are you doing this? We are merely human beings like 
yourselves! We have come to bring you the Good News that you 
should turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them. In earlier days he 
permitted all the nations to go their own ways, but he never left himself 
without a witness. There were always his reminders, such as sending 
you rain and good crops and giving you food and joyful hearts (Acts 
14:15-18 NLT). 

 
Paul and Barnabas were bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to these 
people. In doing so, they testified that God gives them a continuous 
witness in the good things that He provides. Therefore, general revelation 
makes it clear that God does exist.   
 
2. The God Who Exists Is Intelligent   
 
God not only exists, the God that exists is an intelligent God. The Bible 
says that everyone sees this intelligence of God. Paul said:  
 

Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine 
nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen 
through the things he has made. So they are without excuse (Romans 
1:20 NRSV). 

 
The preciseness of creation reveals an intelligent Creator—the wonderful, 
intricacy of our world argues against blind chance. The psalmist wrote: 
 

Is he deaf—the one who made your ears? Is he blind—the one who 
formed your eyes? (Psalm 94:9 NLT). 

 
The obvious design of such things as the ear and the eye testifies to 
everyone that a “Designer” exists. 
 
3. The God Who Exists Is Powerful   
 
God’s power is clear to everyone. The psalmist wrote: 
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The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
his hands (Psalm 19:1 NIV). 

 
The fact of the vastness of the created universe, along with its precise order, 
shows the power of the Creator.  
 
4. The God Who Exists Is Good   
 
General revelation shows the goodness of God. Jesus said that God is good 
both to the evil people as well as the good. We read in Matthew: 
 

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous (Matthew 5:44,45 NRSV). 

 
God is good to everyone in the sense that He provides for our survival and 
well-being. 
 
5. The God Who Exists Has His Glory  

Continuously Displayed Everywhere 
 
The glory of the Lord is found everywhere. The psalmist wrote: 
 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his 
craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak; night after night 
they make him known. They speak without a sound or word; their 
voice is never heard. Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, 
and their words to all the world. (Psalm 19:1-4 NLT). 

 
Everyone everywhere sees the glory of God. 

 
Therefore, we find there are a number of important truths that humanity 
learns about God through the testimony of general revelation.  
 
Summary To Question 13  
What Conclusions Can We Draw From General Revelation? 
 
We can draw a number of conclusions from looking at the subject of 
general revelation. First, it gives testimony to God’s existence. As we look 
at the universe around us we discover that “some” God must exist. 
Everything is too precise for it to happen by chance. It also tells us much 
about His character. From general revelation we discover that God is 
intelligent, powerful, and good. General revelation also informs humanity 
that God is constantly providing for them.  The Bible says that the Lord 
provides the things necessary for life for both believers and unbelievers. 
 
We also see His glory is everywhere. Scripture tells us that the heavens 
declare God’s glory to all who look at it. In sum, there is no excuse for 
missing God’s general revelation.  Indeed, it is powerful, obvious, and 
everywhere! 
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Question 14 
 

What Is Special Revelation? 
(Particular Revelation, Supernatural Revelation) 

 
General revelation reveals God’s existence and character. It gives a 
continuous testimony of who He is, as well as His mighty works. However, 
general revelation is insufficient in what it reveals. 
 
General revelation is not defective—it is incomplete. It fulfills the purpose 
for which it has been given. However, there are certain things that we could 
never know about God by observing His creation. Humanity needs to be 
able to correctly interpret the truths that God has revealed by means of 
general revelation.  
 
Therefore, humanity desperately needs God’s special or supernatural 
revelation. Divine revelation was necessary before the fall of Adam and 
Eve. In fact, Adam, before he fell into sin, needed God to address him 
directly about the tree. The Bible says: 
 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may freely 
eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall die” (Genesis 2:16-17 RSV). 

 
General revelation was insufficient for him—as it is for the rest of us. 
 
Special Revelation Defined 
 
Special revelation, also called particular revelation, or supernatural 
revelation, can be defined as a supernatural communication from God that 
has been given to humanity. This communication can come in either oral 
or in written form.  
 
The truths revealed by special revelation could not be known through 
looking at unwritten human tradition, nature, providence, history, our 
conscience, or any by reasoning process. God must reveal directly them to 
us.  
 
While general revelation comes to everyone, it cannot save them. Special 
revelation comes to some people, and it does save—if people act upon its 
message. 
 
In the past, special revelation came to specific people at specific times and 
in specific places. The record of these acts of special revelation can now be 
found in only one place—the Bible. 
 
We need to make a number of important observations concerning special 
revelation. 
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1. There Are Three Parts As To How God  
Has Spoken: Different Times, Different  
Ways, And To Different People 

 
Special revelation consists of three basic things. God revealed Himself at 
different times, in different ways, and to different people.  
 
The writer to the Hebrews says: 
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world (Hebrews 1:1,2 ESV). 

 
God revealed Himself at specific times in the past. At those specific times, 
God revealed Himself in a number of different ways. Finally, He revealed 
Himself to a number of different people. 
 
2. The Bible Completes The Revelation Of God 
 
God has partially revealed Himself in nature, but He has more fully 
revealed Himself in the written Word, the Bible. The various ways in which 
God has made Himself known to humanity have been documented and 
recorded in the Bible.  
 
In the Bible, God has not told us everything we could know about 
Himself—only everything we need to know.   
  
3. The Bible Is Both The Record And  

The Explanation Of Revelation 
 
Scripture is both a record of past events, and the divine explanation of 
them. For example, Paul wrote the following to the Corinthians: 
 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3 
NIV). 

 
Here we have a good example of both history and revelation in the same 
verse. The fact that Jesus Christ died is an historical event. Divine 
revelation is not necessary to tell us that.  
 
However, the meaning of Christ’s death—that He died for the sins of the 
world—can only be known through divine revelation. No amount of 
historical research or investigation can tell us this.  
 
Historical events are not divine revelation. However, the interpretation of 
these events must come from God Himself, and therefore become special 
revelation. Special revelation includes all ways in which God has revealed 
Himself to humankind. The Bible includes both the event and its 
interpretation.   
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Paul Used Both General And Special  
Revelation In Speaking To The People In Athens 
 
It is interesting to find the Apostle Paul using both general revelation and 
special revelation in his speech to a crowd in Athens. Beginning with 
general revelation, he showed that God’s existence is reasonable:  
 

He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made temples, and 
human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no needs. He himself 
gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need. From 
one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. He 
decided beforehand when they should rise and fall, and he determined 
their boundaries. “His purpose was for the nations to seek after God 
and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—though he is not 
far from any one of us (Acts 17:24-27 NLT).   

 
Paul said that God’s provision for all people, His general providence, was 
a testimony to His existence. In fact, according to Paul’s statement, a 
number of things can be known about God. He is everywhere present “he 
is not far from each one of us,” He is all-powerful, “He does not need 
anything,” and He is in complete control of things “determining allotted 
periods and boundaries of the habitation of humans.” 
 
Paul then ends up with special revelation to make clear that identity of the 
God of general revelation. He said: 
 

God overlooked people’s ignorance about these things in earlier times, 
but now he commands everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and 
turn to him. For he has set a day for judging the world with justice by 
the man he has appointed, and he proved to everyone who this is by 
raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31 NLT).  

 
After speaking of God’s general revelation, Paul preached the good news 
of Jesus to them.  
 
Therefore, we find both general revelation and special revelation used to 
point to God’s existence and specifically to Jesus Christ. 
 
Other Important Observations About Special Revelation 
 
There are a number of other observations that can be made about special 
revelation. They are as follows. 
 
Special Revelation Is Accurate 
 
The revelation of God to humanity is accurate. Jesus acknowledged this in 
His prayer to God the Father. He said: 
 

Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth (John 17:17 NET). 
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It is the consistent testimony of the Bible, the Word of God, that 
everything is truthfully recorded—God does not lie. 
 
Special Revelation Has A Purpose  
 
God’s revelation to humanity has a purpose. Paul wrote to Timothy about 
this purpose: 
 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have 
known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:14-17 NRSV). 

 
Scripture was written to make its readers understand the salvation from sin 
that God has provided. This allows the sinner to have a personal 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Special Revelation Is Sufficient But Not Exhaustive 
 
While the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to humanity, there are some 
things that He did not choose to reveal. Moses wrote: 
 

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow 
all the words of this law (Deuteronomy 29:29 NIV). 

 
Therefore, we should not expect God to tell us everything that we would 
like to know—only the things we need to know. 

 
Everything In Scripture Carries God’s Divine Authority 
 
Although God chose to reveal His truth to humanity by a number of 
different methods, every verse of Scripture carries the same divine 
authority—no matter how the truth was communicated. Jesus said that 
every word of Scripture is authoritative.  
 
We read in Matthew: 
 

Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the 
law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to fulfill 
them. I assure you, until heaven and earth disappear, even the smallest 
detail of God’s law will remain until its purpose is achieved (Matthew 
5:17,18 NLT). 

 
Therefore, the special revelation contained in Scripture has God’s divine 
authority behind it. 
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Special Revelation, By Itself, Saves Nobody 
 
While special revelation is necessary for a person to enter into a saving 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ, by itself, it saves nobody. 
When people hear the message of special revelation, the good news of Jesus 
Christ, they must respond to what they hear.  
 
In the Book of Acts, we read of those who turned their back on the apostle 
Paul and his message of forgiveness of sins through Jesus. The Bible says: 
 

But when the Jews opposed him and insulted him, Paul shook the dust 
from his robe and said, “Your blood be upon your own heads—I am 
innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles” (Acts 18:6 NLT). 

 
While special revelation presents the necessary message of salvation, 
people must personally respond to the message. 
 
This sums up some of the basic truths with respect to special revelation. 
 
Summary To Question 14  
What Is Special Revelation? (Particular Revelation,  
Supernatural Revelation) 
 
General Revelation tells us that God exists, but it does not tell us enough 
information about Him. For this we need special revelation.  
 
Special revelation provides us with the specifics about Him so that we can 
know who He is, who we are, as well as what He wants from us. Without 
special revelation we would not know any of these things. 
 
The Bible says that God has revealed Himself in special ways at different 
times, through different means, and through different people.  In doing so, 
He has told us who He is, who we are, and how we can know Him. 
 
Therefore, special revelation completes the revelation of God to humanity. 
It records the events of God acting in history, and then explains these 
events to us.  
 
The result is that special revelation is accurate, progressive, has a purpose, 
is complete, and is fully authoritative. In other words, it is true, but the 
truths were not all revealed at once. What was revealed was done so for a 
specific purpose.  
 
Special revelation is now complete. Consequently, it is fully authoritative. 
 
However, special revelation must be believed and acted upon before it can 
be meaningful to the individual.  
 
This briefly summarizes some of the important truths about special 
revelation.  
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Question 15 
 

Are All Parts Of The 
Bible Special Revelation? 

 
No they are not. Although it is correct to call the Bible “special revelation” 
we must recognize that God has not directly revealed everything contained 
in the Bible.  
 
There are parts of the Scriptures that are historical in nature. The events 
are recorded by authors who were either eyewitnesses or who recorded 
eyewitness testimony.  
 
In addition, the human authors, at times, involved themselves in historical 
research before they undertook to write their books.    
 
The following points need to be made about the makeup of the Bible. 
 
1. Some Parts Of Scripture Could Have  

Only Come From Special Revelation 
 
While certain parts of Scripture came as a result of historical research, or 
observation of events, there were other parts that could only come through 
divine revelation.  
 
The Genesis Creation Account 
 
This is particularly true of the creation account in the Book of Genesis. 
According to Genesis chapter one, God did not create any human beings 
until the sixth day of creation.  
 
The Bible says: 
 

And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. And 
God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their 
kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild 
animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. God made the wild 
animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, 
and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their 
kinds. And God saw that it was good.  Then God said, “Let us make 
man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground” (Genesis 1:23-
26 NIV). 

 
During the previous five days, there were no human observers to record 
the events.  
 
Obviously, God had to reveal to humanity everything that occurred during 
those five days. 
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The Scenes In Heaven Can Only  
Be Known Through Special Revelation 
 
When the Bible describes scenes in heaven, this can only be known as a 
result of special revelation. Indeed, it is not possible for any human 
observer to witness and record any event that occurs in this realm.  
 
For example, we read the following in the first chapter of the Book of Job: 
 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. The 
Lord said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the 
Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking 
up and down on it” (Job 1:6,7 ESV). 

 
Obviously, it was only by special revelation that this episode could be made 
known to us.  
 
2. Other Parts Of Scripture Are Not Special Revelation 
 
As we mentioned, there are parts of Scripture that did not come about 
through special revelation. They include the following.  
 
Luke Did Historical Research 
 
Luke tells us that his gospel was written after he did historical research. He 
begins his work by stating the following: 
 

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the 
events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on 
to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants 
of the word, I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from 
the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may know the truth concerning the things 
about which you have been instructed (Luke 1:1-4 NRSV). 

 
His gospel is the result of first-hand research—not divine revelation. 
However, what he wrote was true in all of its details because it was 
supervised by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Writer Or Writers Of Chronicles Used Sources 
 
The writer, or writers, of First and Second Chronicles also used sources. 
Some of these sources are named within these books. They include: the 
Chronicles of King David, The Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah, the 
writings of Samuel the Seer, Nathan the Prophet, Gad the Seer, Iddo the 
Seer, Isaiah the Prophet, and the Chronicles of the Seer.  
 
These works were consulted when compiling the record that became part 
of Holy Scripture. 
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The Genealogies Of Matthew And  
Luke Were Based Upon Research 
 
The genealogies that are found in the gospel of Matthew, and the gospel 
of Luke, were also a result of researching records that existed in the first 
century. Thus, there was no special revelation involved in compiling the 
record of the ancestors of Jesus. 
 
Therefore, while it is correct to say that all parts of Scripture were written 
by divine inspiration, with God supervising the details, not all parts were 
specially revealed. 
 
Summary To Question 15  
Are All Parts Of The Bible Special Revelation? 
 
There are parts of Scripture that could have only come from God’s special 
revelation.  
 
For example, the account of the creation of the universe, and of Adam and 
Eve, had to be divinely revealed by God—seeing that no human observer 
was around to witness these events. This is also true of scenes that occurred 
in heaven. 
 
While Scripture is entirely God’s Word to humanity, not all Scripture was 
divinely revealed.  
 
There are parts of Scripture that are the result of historical research. This 
includes the writing of Luke’s gospel, the sources used by the writer of First 
and Second Chronicles, as well as the genealogies found in Matthew and 
Luke.  
 
God divinely guided the composition of these books, but He did not 
specially reveal the facts found in them.  
 
Thus, the Bible consists of two kinds of material—special revelation and 
known facts. 
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Question 16 
 

What Does Special Revelation Do? 
 
Special revelation, as opposed to general revelation, reveals specific truths 
about God. There are a number of things that special revelation does. They 
include the following. 
 
1. Special Revelation Provides A  

Foundation For All Christian Teaching 
 
Special revelation is the foundation for all Christian doctrine. Actually, 
without it, there would be no Christian doctrine. The Bible says: 
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be competent, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 
3:16,17 ESV). 

 
We could not know these truths, with respect to Christian doctrine, by 
means of human reason. The Scripture, which contains God’s special 
revelation, provides humanity with the truths of the Christian faith. These 
divinely revealed truths must be studied and obeyed. 
 
2.        Special Revelation Reveals The Person Of God 
 
Divine revelation reveals the person of the one, true God. Although God 
has revealed His existence through nature and the human conscience, it is 
only through special revelation that we know any specifics about Him. His 
attributes can only be known from what He has revealed to us.  
 
Therefore, one of the purposes of special revelation is to inform us about 
God’s character. 
 
3. Special Revelation Reveals Who We Are 
 
Special revelation also reveals who we are as human beings. In fact, we 
discover that humanity was created in the image of an infinite-personal 
God.  
 
The Bible says: 
 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along 
the ground” (Genesis 1:26 NIV). 

 
Without divine revelation we would not have any trustworthy account of 
our origins. We would merely be left to speculation and unprovable 
theories.  
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4. Special Revelation Tells Us Why  
We Are No Longer Perfect 

 
Divine revelation also informs us why we are no longer perfect. The Bible 
tells us that Adam and Eve, the first humans, sinned and became separated 
from God (Genesis 3:1-24).  
 
Hence, the Bible is a Book that exposes the sin of humanity. It shows sin 
as rebellion against God and something that will be judged. According to 
Scripture, sin is something abnormal. Humanity was not originally created 
the way we are today.  
 
Consequently the Bible is not a Book that humans would write if they 
could. Humanity would not make sin something awful, but rather 
something normal and pleasurable.  
 
In fact, human beings, without the aid of divine revelation, do make sinful 
behavior the norm. Sin is either excused or redefined.  This is why a special 
revelation from God is absolutely necessary. 
 
5. Special Revelation Reveals The  

Way Of Salvation For Sinners 
 
Divine revelation reveals the way of salvation for lost sinners. The Bible 
says that the ultimate purpose of God’s revelation is to lead humanity into 
a saving knowledge of God through Jesus Christ. Paul wrote to Timothy: 
 

But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You 
know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you. 
You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they 
have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by 
trusting in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:14,15 NLT).  

 
God the Son became a human being in the person of Jesus Christ. In doing 
so, He bridged the gap between Himself and lost humanity by His death 
on the cross. Paul wrote: 
  

For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our 
sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ (2 
Corinthians 5:21 NLT). 

 
Each individual is responsible before God and must personally receive 
Christ as his or her Savior.  The Apostle Paul wrote the following to the 
church at Rome: 
 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is 
with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved (Romans 10:9,10 
NIV). 
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Without divine revelation we would not know any of these truths. Indeed, 
we would not know how to be saved from sin. 
 
The salvation of lost sinners is the ultimate purpose of special revelation. 
God’s Word, the Bible, is the only place where the way of salvation is 
explained. 
 
6. Special Revelation Tells Us That We  

Can Have A Relationship With God 
 
Another important purpose of special revelation is to call humanity into a 
personal relationship with God. The Bible says: 
 

Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent (John 17:3 NIV). 

 
The Apostle Paul said that his goal was to know Jesus Christ. He wrote to 
the Philippians: 

 
I want to know Christ—yes, and the power of his resurrection and the 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death 
(Philippians 3:10 NIV).   

 
We would never know that God desires to have a relationship with us 
without special revelation. Special revelation provides the good news—the 
living God can be known in a personal way! 
 
7. Special Revelation Gives The Basis  

To Live The Christian Life 
 
A person must have a doctrinal basis by which to live their life. This is 
discovered through the Word of God—for it tells us what is right and what 
is wrong. Then a person goes about living out the truths of God’s Word. 
Paul wrote: 

 
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you 
have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has 
now claimed your allegiance (Romans 6:17 NIV). 

 
We know specifically what we should do, and what we should not do, 
because of special revelation. 
 
Therefore, we find that special revelation has a number of specific 
purposes for the benefit of humans. 
 
Summary To Question 16  
What Does Special Revelation Do? 
 
There are a number of reasons for God’s special revelation to humanity.  
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First, it is the only accurate source of detailed knowledge about God and 
His universe. Indeed, there is no other source to which we can go to find 
out these answers. 
 
Special revelation tells us who God is. We know about His person and 
nature only from special revelation.  
 
God’s revelation also informs us who we are as human beings. Again, 
without special revelation we would only be guessing as to who we are, and 
why we are here. 
 
Special revelation also tells us that God created humanity perfect in the 
beginning. However, when the first couple, Adam and Eve, sinned, this 
caused all of their descendants to be born with a sinful nature. 
 
Scripture reveals the remedy for sin in the death of Jesus Christ. Again, we 
would only know this truth through the written Scripture. It emphasizes 
that believers can have a personal relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Understanding special revelation is therefore absolutely essential if anyone 
desires to know his or her origin, purpose, and destiny. 
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Question 17 
 

In What Special Ways Has God 
Revealed Himself To Humanity? 

 
The author of the Book of Hebrews wrote that God has spoken to 
humanity in various ways. The Bible says: 
 

After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to 
our ancestors through the prophets, in these last days he has spoken 
to us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he created the world (Hebrews 1:1,2 NET). 

 
The Bible records a variety of ways God has revealed Himself to 
humanity—primarily through words and deeds. The Bible lists the 
following ways in which God has made Himself known. 
 
1. God Directly Spoke To Humans With An Audible Voice 
 
The Bible often records God speaking with an audible voice. In the Book 
of Genesis, we read the following: 
 

So the Lord God called out to the man and said to him, “Where are 
you?” (Genesis 3:9 HCSB). 

 
Later in Genesis, it says: 
 

So the LORD made a covenant with Abram that day and said, “I have 
given this land to your descendants, all the way from the border of 
Egypt to the great Euphrates River” (Genesis 15:18 NLT). 

 
In these instances God spoke audibly in a way that human beings could 
understand. 
 
2. The Lot Was Used To Determine God’s Will 
 
One of the ways that God made himself known was in the casting of lots, 
or dice. The Book of Proverbs says. 
 

The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is the LORD’s alone 
(Proverbs 16:33 NRSV). 

 
We find an historical usage of the lot to determine the replacement for 
traitor Judas. We read about this in the Book of Acts. Simon Peter said: 
 

Thus one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time the 
Lord Jesus associated with us, beginning from the baptism by John 
until the day he was taken up from us—one of these must become a 
witness of his resurrection together with us.” So they proposed two 
candidates: Joseph called Barsabbas (also called Justus) and Matthias. 
Then they prayed, “Lord, you know the hearts of all. Show us which 
one of these two you have chosen to assume the task of this service 
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and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
Then they cast lots for them, and the one chosen was Matthias; so he 
was counted with the eleven apostles (Acts 1:21-26 NET). 

 
While the Bible records this use of the lot by Jesus’ disciples, there is some 
question as to whether they were led by the Holy Spirit to choose the 
twelfth disciple in this manner. 
 
Today, we would not highly regard the use of the lot. However, in the past, 
it did sometimes serve to communicate the mind of God to humanity. 
 
3. Once God Wrote With A Huge Hand On A Wall 
 
In the Book of Daniel, God revealed Himself to the evil king Belshazzar 
by means of a large handwriting on a wall.  
 
Scripture puts it this way: 
 

Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the 
plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king 
watched the hand as it wrote (Daniel 5:5 NIV).  

 
The writing on the wall contained a special message from God—the 
Babylonian Empire would fall that very night. The prediction came true. 
 
4. The Urim And Thummim Helped Determine God’s Will 
 
The Urim and Thummim (lights and perfections) were one of the ways in 
which God spoke to the people. There is mystery surrounding exactly how 
this worked. The Bible commanded the high priest to use them. We read 
the following command in the Book of Exodus:  
 

Also put the Urim and the Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may 
be over Aaron’s heart whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. 
Thus Aaron will always bear the means of making decisions for the 
Israelites over his heart before the LORD (Exodus 28:30 NIV). 

 
The high priest wore a breastplate that had a square piece of material that 
was folded in half. This would open at the top like a pouch. On the 
breastplate were twelve precious stones on which were engraved the names 
of the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 
It is possible that the Urim and Thummim were two precious stones placed 
inside the pouch that were used, in some way, to determine God’s will.  
 
However, exactly how the will of God was made known to the High Priest 
is not certain. There are a number of examples of it being put in use. Moses 
wrote: 
 

He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for 
him by inquiring of the Urim before the LORD. At his command he 
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and the entire community of the Israelites will go out, and at his 
command they will come in (Numbers 27:21 NIV). 

 
Moses wrote elsewhere about the use of the Urim and Thummim: 
 

About Levi he said: “Your Thummim and Urim belong to the man 
you favored. You tested him at Massah; you contended with him at the 
waters of Meribah” (Deuteronomy 33:8 NIV). 

 
In Samuel, we read how God would no longer answer King Saul through 
the Urim and Thummim:  
 

When Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, not 
by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets (1 Samuel. 28:6 NRSV).  

 
Scripture tells us that it was used until the time of Ezra. We read the 
following: 
 

The governor told them that they were not to partake of the most holy 
food, until there should be a priest to consult Urim and Thummim 
(Ezra 2:63 NRSV). 

 
There is no record of anyone using the Urim and Thummim during the 
New Testament period. 
 
5.      God Has Revealed Himself Through Dreams 
 
While dreams are a common experience of humanity, God used them in a 
special way to reveal His truth. The Bible says:  
 

Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the 
entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both 
of them stepped forward, he said, “Listen to my words: When a 
prophet of the LORD is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, 
I speak to him in dreams” (Numbers 12:5,6 NIV). 

 
The Bible says that nonbelievers, as well as believers, have experienced 
God-given dreams. The Book of Genesis gives examples of this occurring.  
 
On one occasion, this happened to a king named Abimelech. Scripture 
says: 
 

But God came to Abimelech in a dream one night and said to him, 
“You are as good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she 
is a married woman” (Genesis 20:3 NIV). 

 
God supernaturally gave a dream to a man named Laban—the uncle of 
Jacob.  
 
The Bible says: 
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But God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night, and said to 
him, “Take heed that you say not a word to Jacob, either good or bad” 
(Genesis 31:24 NRSV).  

 
God personally spoke to these people through dreams—even though they 
were not believers. 
 
6. God Gave Visions To A Number Of People 
 
There is some distinction between dreams and visions. Dreams happen, of 
course, while we are asleep. A vision can occur while the person is awake. 
The Bible says that God has spoken to certain people through visions. For 
example, the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision: 
 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, 
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great” (Genesis 15:1 NRSV). 

 
Dreams and visions, where God supernaturally spoke to certain people, are 
found throughout the Scripture in both testaments. 
 
7. Paul Was Transported Into The Spirit World 
 
God transported the Apostle Paul into the spirit world to show him certain 
things that were happening there. He testified to his experience as follows: 
 

This boasting is all so foolish, but let me go on. Let me tell about the 
visions and revelations I received from the Lord. I was caught up into 
the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether my body was there or 
just my spirit, I don’t know; only God knows. But I do know that I 
was caught up into paradise and heard things so astounding that they 
cannot be told. That experience is something worth boasting about, 
but I am not going to do it. I am going to boast only about my 
weaknesses (2 Corinthians 12:1-5 NLT). 

 
Paul was not allowed to give any specific information about what he saw 
and what he heard in the unseen realm. 
 
8. At Times God Dictated His Truth To Humanity 
 
On a few occasions God directly dictated what the biblical author would 
write. In the Book of Revelation, there are seven letters which were dictated 
by Jesus. One of them reads as follows:  
 

To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write the following: “This is 
the solemn pronouncement of the one who has a firm grasp on the 
seven stars in his right hand—the one who walks among the seven 
golden lampstands: ‘I know your works as well as your labor and 
steadfast endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have even 
put to the test those who refer to themselves as apostles (but are not), 
and have discovered that they are false. I am also aware that you have 
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persisted steadfastly, endured much for the sake of my name, and have 
not grown weary (Revelation 2:1-3 NET). 

 
These letters were sent to seven specific churches. 
 
9. Sometimes God Appeared In  

A Human Body (Theophanies) 
 
A theophany is the temporary appearance of God in a human body in order 
to reveal something specific to His people. According to the Old 
Testament, this has seemingly occurred a number of times.  
 
The Bible says God appeared in human form to, among others, Abraham, 
Joshua, and Gideon. Before the time of Christ, these theophanies were 
associated with the appearance of the Angel of the Lord.  
 
10. God Used Angels To Bring His Message 
 
God also uses angels to carry His message to people. The Gospel according 
to Luke reveals angels appeared to shepherds at Jesus’ birth. It says:  
 

Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born 
to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:10-11 NKJV). 

 
It is interesting to note that in the Book of Revelation God will use an angel 
to communicate to birds! We read the following: 
 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all 
the birds flying in midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper 
of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty 
men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and 
slave, small and great.” Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth 
and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the 
horse and his army (Revelation 19:17-19 NIV). 

 
These angels exist for the purpose of doing God’s will.  
 
11. Miracles Were Performed To Reveal God’s Power 
 
A miracle is a supernatural sign that points people to God. Miracles reveal 
the existence and power of God. On the Day of Pentecost, Peter preached 
about the miracles of Jesus: 
 

You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs 
that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know (Acts 
2:22 NRSV). 

 
John gave the reason why he recorded the miracles of Jesus—he wanted 
to create belief in Jesus as the Messiah. He wrote: 
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Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name (John 20:30-31 NIV). 

 
John was selective in what he wrote about Jesus. The material that he did 
use was for the specific purpose of creating belief in his readers.  
 
12. God Sometimes Gave Revelation  

By Means Of Object Lessons 
 
God also communicated His truth through object lessons. For example 
Jeremiah was told by the Lord to buy a clay jar from a potter and then 
smash it in front of the leaders. In the same way, God said that He would 
smash the disbelieving nation (Jeremiah 19:1-15).  
 
God made the prophet Ezekiel lie on his side for an entire year. These, as 
well as other object lessons were part of God’s revelation to humanity.  
 
13. At Times, God Directly Intervened In History 
 
Another way in which God has revealed Himself is through His activity in 
history. In fact, the people were told to remember God’s righteous acts. 
The Bible says: 
 

Don’t you remember, my people, how King Balak of Moab tried to 
have you cursed and how Balaam son of Beor blessed you instead? 
And remember your journey from Acacia Grove to Gilgal, when I, the 
Lord, did everything I could to teach you about my faithfulness” 
(Micah 6:5 NLT).   

 
Acts of God’s judgment against sin reveal the holy nature of God. The 
Lord told Ezekiel the following about Himself:  
 

For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Because you have clapped 
your hands and stamped your feet, rejoicing with all the malice of your 
heart against the land of Israel, therefore I will stretch out my hand 
against you and give you as plunder to the nations. I will cut you off 
from the nations and exterminate you from the countries. I will destroy 
you, and you will know that I am the LORD (Ezekiel 25:6,7 NIV).  

 
God is a God of action who intervenes when necessary. 
 
14. The Prophets Were Used To Reveal God’s Truth 
 
A prophet is a spokesman for God. One such man was Moses. In the Book 
of Exodus, the Bible says the following: 
 

“Who makes mouths?” the LORD asked him. “Who makes people so 
they can speak or not speak, hear or not hear, see or not see? Is it not 
I, the LORD? Now go, and do as I have told you. I will help you speak 
well, and I will tell you what to say” (Exodus 4:11,12 NLT). 
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The Old Testament prophets brought God’s message to humanity. King 
David gave the following testimony: 

 
The Spirit of the LORD has told me what to say (2 Samuel 23:2 CEV). 

 
The New Testament prophets also delivered the Word of the Lord. Paul 
wrote about the truth revealed in the New Testament: 
 

In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy 
apostles and prophets (Ephesians 3:4,5 NIV).  

 
They spoke with authority because they were communicating the Word of 
the Lord.  
 
Today, a preacher or teacher does not qualify as a prophet, in this sense of 
the term. Indeed, he proclaims or explains God’s Word, which has been 
given previously and recorded in the Scriptures. 
 
15. Jesus Christ Was God’s Final Word To Humanity 
 
God’s final word to humanity was through the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
came to earth to reveal what God is like. The Book of Hebrews opens by 
saying the following: 

 
After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to 
our ancestors through the prophets, in these last days he has spoken 
to us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he created the world (Hebrews 1:1,2 NET). 

 
Before Jesus Christ came, God’s Word was revealed in different ways, and 
in different parts. The coming of Jesus Christ was a major avenue of special 
revelation. God spoke to us in a Son—His final revelation. He explained 
what God was like. We read in the Gospel of John: 

 
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself 
God, and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him 
known (John 1:18 NIV). 

 
Jesus, God the Son, lets us know what God the Father is like. No longer 
do we have to wonder or speculate. Indeed, He has explained the Father 
to humanity.  
 
Furthermore, Jesus was not a partial or temporary representation of God—
He is God’s final word to humanity because He is the exact representation 
of God’s being.  
 
The writer to the Hebrews said: 
 

He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 
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made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high (Hebrews 1:3 NRSV). 

 
Jesus Christ is God Himself! 
 
The Bible Records All These Different Means Of Special Revelation 
 
The Bible is the material form of divine revelation. It is the record of God’s 
direct communication, the theophanies, His miracles, His message to the 
prophets and the coming of Jesus Christ. These are all found in the 
Scripture.   
 
However, the Bible is not merely the record of the revelation from God. 
The Scripture also contains additional truths not revealed by these other 
sources. Thus, the Bible is the record of the different aspects of special 
revelation, as well as special revelation itself. 
 
While the words of the Bible were originally written to particular 
individuals, or to groups of people who lived at a certain time in history, 
the truths are for all people for all time. Scripture has something to say to 
every generation. Speaking of the Old Testament, Paul wrote: 
 

And the Scriptures were written to teach and encourage us by giving 
us hope (Romans 15:4 CEV). 

 
The Bible, as God’s special revelation, has something to say to every 
generation.  
 
There Must Be A Response To Special Revelation 
 
Finally, we want to emphasize that there must be a response to special 
revelation. By itself, it cannot save anyone. While special revelation reveals 
truths about God that are absolutely necessary for humanity to know God, 
it is still not enough to save an individual from sin. We human beings tend 
to reject the truths of God. In fact, our fallen nature naturally resists the 
Spirit of God.  
 
Consequently, unless a person willingly receives the truths of the gospel 
given through special revelation, they are still in darkness. To know God, 
His revelation must be received, and the individual must be redeemed or 
saved from their sin. At that point, the various means by which God has 
revealed Himself to humanity will achieve their purpose.  
 
Therefore, divine revelation must do more than merely teach—it must 
transform us through our acceptance of Jesus Christ. The knowledge of 
God comes through the working of the Holy Spirit who takes the truths of 
God and makes them real in our lives. He, and He alone, must open our 
eyes to the truth. 
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Summary To Question 17  
In What Special Ways Has God Revealed Himself To Humanity? 
 
Special revelation, also called particular or supernatural revelation, is God 
informing humanity concerning Whom He is and what He requires of us. 
The record of these divine revelations is contained in the Scriptures.  
 
The Bible records God revealing Himself in the following ways: Direct 
communication, the lot, the Urim and the Thummim, by a handwriting on 
the wall, transportation into the spirit world, dreams, visions, dictation, 
theophanies, angels, miracles, object lessons, direct events, prophets, Jesus 
Christ, and the Bible.   
 
While God has revealed Himself to humanity through these different 
methods of special revelation, it is only meaningful to the individual if he 
or she personally responds to the message—the gift of salvation through 
Jesus Christ.  
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Question 18 
 

Does Scripture Record Everything 
That God Has Revealed To Humanity? 

  
No. God gave other visions, dreams, and prophetic messages to His people 
that are not recorded in the Scripture. We know nothing of their details. 
For reasons known only to Him, God has not decided to reveal the 
content. 
 
We can make the following observations about this subject. 
 
1. The Bible Provides Sufficient Truth  

But Not Exhaustive Truth 
 
The Bible reveals sufficient truth about God, but not exhaustive truth. It 
does not tell us everything that God has done, or all the people that He has 
spoken to. Moses wrote: 
 

The secret things belong to the LORD our God; but the things that 
are revealed belong to us and to our children for ever, that we may do 
all the words of this law (Deuteronomy 29:29 RSV). 

 
Some things have been left unsaid. 
 
2. The Scripture Is Selective In What It Reveals 
 
Scripture informs us that not everything that Jesus said and did was 
recorded in the New Testament.  
 
John wrote: 

 
Jesus’ disciples saw him do many other miraculous signs besides the 
ones recorded in this book.  But these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing 
in him you will have life (John 20:30, 31 NLT). 

 
John also wrote: 
 

Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written 
down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for 
the books that would be written (John 21:25 NIV).  

 
Again, we have the biblical testimony that only certain things were recorded 
about the life and ministry of Jesus. The writers were purposely selective in 
what they wrote.  
 
3. No Other Religion Reveals God’s Plan Of Salvation 
 
This, however, does not mean that the so-called revelations found in other 
religions, and other sacred books, have been God-given. Anything that 
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God reveals will always be consistent with His past revelations. He will not 
contradict Himself.  The Bible says: 
 

I the LORD do not change (Malachi 3:6 NIV). 
 
God’s character does not change. He is the same God yesterday, today, and 
forever. The psalmist wrote: 
 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the 
earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God 
(Psalm 90:2 NRSV). 

 
The character of God cannot change. Neither will He break His Word. 
This means that He will not contradict Himself.  
 
Therefore, all other so-called revelations from the various religions and 
cults contradict what the Scripture says about the nature of God, and His 
plan of salvation. They are not to be trusted. Only the Scripture is to be 
relied upon as God’s authoritative Word. 
 
Summary To Question 18  
Does Scripture Record Everything  
That God Has Revealed To Humanity? 
 
The Scripture only selectively records God’s revelation to humankind. 
Scripture speaks of other times when God has spoken but the contents of 
what God said were not revealed.  
 
We know from John’s gospel that the words and events about the Lord 
Jesus that were recorded were only selective of the many more things that 
Jesus both said and did.  
 
Yet this does not mean that other religions can claim that God has spoken 
through them as well as through the Scripture. God will not contradict 
Himself.  
 
In fact, the very heart of all non-Christian religious systems is contradictory 
to what has been revealed in Scripture.  
 
Consequently, their words are rejected as coming from the true God.  
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Question 19 
 

Has God Personally Revealed 
Himself To People? 

 
The ultimate purpose of all revelation from God is so that human beings 
can have a personal relationship with their Creator. The Bible speaks of a 
God who not only exists, He is also personally involved in the lives of His 
people.  
 
Consequently we find, in both testaments, the record of God making a 
personal appearance to individuals. The following are some of the 
examples. 
 
1. Adam And Eve 
 
After Adam and Eve first sinned in the Garden of Eden, God immediately 
spoke to them. In the Book of Genesis, we read of this: 
 

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God moving 
about in the orchard at the breezy time of the day, and they hid from 
the Lord God among the trees of the orchard. But the Lord God called 
to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:8,9 NET). 

 
Therefore, from the very beginning, God revealed Himself to the first 
humans.  
 
2. Noah 
 
God revealed Himself to a righteous man named Noah. He told him of the 
impending Flood. The Bible records it as follows: 
 

So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the 
earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to 
destroy both them and the earth” (Genesis 6:13 NIV).  

 
To Noah alone, the message came of the coming Flood. 
 
3. Abraham 
 
God revealed Himself to Abraham on a number of occasions. God initially 
called him out of his own country. The Book of Genesis puts it this way: 
 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go out from your country, your 
relatives, and your father’s household to the land that I will show you. 
Then I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you, and I will 
make your name great, in order that you might be a prime example of 
divine blessing. I will bless those who bless you, but the one who treats 
you lightly I must curse, and all the families of the earth will pronounce 
blessings on one another using your name” (Genesis 12:1-3 NET). 
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Because of the many encounters, Abraham was called a “friend of God.” 
In the New Testament, James wrote: 
 

And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Now Abraham believed God 
and it was counted to him for righteousness,” and he was called Godʼs 
friend (James 2:23 NET). 
 

This verse alludes to such passages as 2 Chronicles 20:7, Isaiah 41:8 and 
Isaiah 51:2. In these verses, he is called God’s “beloved.”  
 
In fact, King Jehoshaphat prayed the following: 
 
Our God, you drove out the inhabitants of this land before your people 
Israel and gave it as a permanent possession to the descendants of your 
friend Abraham (2 Chronicles 20:7 NET). 
 
Abraham indeed had a unique relationship with God. 
 
4. Isaac 
 
Isaac, the “miracle” son of Abraham, also received personal revelation 
from God.  
 
The Bible says: 
 

And that very night the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the 
God of your father Abraham; do not be afraid, for I am with you and 
will bless you and make your offspring numerous for my servant 
Abraham's sake” (Genesis 26:24 NRSV). 

 
Isaac was the son of promise. He too, received personal communication 
from the Lord. 
 
5. Jacob 
 
Jacob had personal visits from God on a number of occasions. On one 
particular occasion, God spoke to Jacob by means of a dream. The Bible 
records it as follows: 
 

He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because the 
sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 
head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a 
ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD 
stood beside him and said, ‘I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your 
father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to 
you and to your offspring’ (Genesis 28:11-13 NRSV). 

 
Jacob was also in the special family line of Abraham. 
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6. Joseph 
 
The Lord personally spoke to Joseph in a dream. He was one of the twelve 
sons of Jacob. The Bible records it as follows: 
 

Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about it, they hated 
him even more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had” (Genesis 
37:5,6 NET). 

 
Interestingly, Joseph is the only one of Jacob’s twelve sons to whom God 
personally spoke.   
 
7. Moses 
 
God appeared to the deliverer Moses on numerous occasions. Once He 
spoke to Moses in a burning bush. The Bible says: 
 

The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from within 
a bush. He looked—and the bush was ablaze with fire, but it was not 
being consumed! (Exodus 3:2 NET).   

 
In this revelation, God reveals Himself as a person—the great “I Am.” The 
Bible says the following conversation took place: 
 

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘'What 
is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” God said to Moses, “I AM 
WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has 
sent me to you’” (Exodus 3:13,14 NIV). 

 
God talked with Moses as one talks to a friend. The Bible says: 
 

Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to 
a friend. Then he would return to the camp; but his young assistant, 
Joshua son of Nun, would not leave the tent (Exodus 33:11 NRSV). 

 
The relationship between the Lord and Moses was indeed unique. 
 
8. Gideon 
 
The Lord appeared to the judge Gideon. The Bible records it as follows: 
 

That night the Lord said to Gideon, “Take the second bull from your 
father’s herd, the one that is seven years old. Pull down your father’s 
altar to Baal, and cut down the Asherah pole standing beside it. Then 
build an altar to the Lord your God here on this hilltop sanctuary, 
laying the stones carefully. Sacrifice the bull as a burnt offering on the 
altar, using as fuel the wood of the Asherah pole you cut down” 
(Judges 6:25,26 NLT).   

 
Gideon obeyed the Lord’s command and helped deliver Israel from 
slavery. 



            God Has Spoken To Us 

© Don Stewart 91 

9. Samuel 
 
Samuel, the prophet, and judge had a visit from the Lord when he was a 
young man. We are told of the following episode: 
 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
and he said, “Here I am!” (1 Samuel 3:2-4 NRSV). 

 
The Lord continued to talk to Samuel during his entire life. 
 
10. David 
 
God personally appeared to David when he was hiding from King Saul. 
The Bible says the following about what took place: 
 

Then David said, “O LORD God of Israel, Your servant has certainly 
heard that Saul seeks to come to Keilah to destroy the city for my sake. 
Will the men of Keilah deliver me into his hand? Will Saul come down, 
as Your servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your 
servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come down.” Then David said, 
“Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?” 
And the LORD said, “They will deliver you" (1 Samuel 23:10-12 
NKJV). 

 
On this occasion, the Lord kept David from being captured by Saul.  
 
11. Elijah 
 
When he was running from King Ahab, God spoke to Elijah the prophet. 
The Bible says: 
 

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “Get away from 
here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows 
into the Jordan. And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and 
I have commanded the ravens to feed you there” (1 Kings 17:2-4 
NKJV). 

 
The Lord protected Elijah from the evil King.  
 
12. Isaiah 
 
The prophet Isaiah received a revelation concerning the holiness of the 
Lord. He wrote:  
 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8 
NIV). 
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These are a few of the many Old Testament examples of God personally 
appearing to people. 
 
New Testament Examples Of God Revealing Himself 
 
In the New Testament, we also find God revealing Himself to individuals. 
They are as follows: 
 
The Life Of Jesus Christ  
 
Jesus Christ is the eternal God who became a human being. The Bible says: 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth (John 
1:14 NRSV). 

 
When Jesus was here on earth, He personally spent time with His disciples 
as well as with countless numbers of other people. His entire ministry was 
an example of God revealing Himself. John also wrote: 

 
No one has ever seen God. The only one, himself God, who is in 
closest fellowship with the Father, has made God known (John 1:18 
NET). 

 
Apart from the gospels, the New Testament records God personally 
speaking to the following people. 
 
Paul 
 
The Lord personally spoke to Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus Road. At 
that time he was converted to the Apostle Paul. The Bible describes it as 
follows: 
 

As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul 
asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  “Now get 
up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do” (Acts 
9:4-6 NIV). 

 
The greatest enemy of Christianity became its greatest missionary. 
 
Peter 
 
God personally appeared to Peter in a vision to show him that the Gentiles 
(non-Jews) were to be allowed in the New Testament church.  
 
The Bible says: 
 

Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter 
said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
profane or unclean.” The voice said to him again, a second time, “What 
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God has made clean, you must not call profane” (Acts 10:13-15 
NRSV). 

 
Peter then preached the good news to the Gentiles. 
 
The Church At Antioch 
 
The Bible records the Lord speaking to the believers at the church in 
Antioch. It records the episode as follows: 
 

Now there were these prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, Manaen (a close 
friend of Herod the tetrarch from childhood) and Saul. While they 
were serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 
13:1,2 NET). 

 
The leaders obeyed. Barnabas and Saul were sent out. 
 
John 
 
When the Apostle John was on the Isle of Patmos, the Lord revealed 
Himself to him. The Book of Revelation begins by saying the following: 
 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 
servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John (Revelation 1:1 NIV). 

 
Consequently, in both testaments, we find the personal God revealing 
Himself to humanity. 
 
God Has Not Fully Revealed Himself To Anyone 
 
While there are numerous examples of God personally revealing Himself 
to human beings, we must understand that God has not, and does not, fully 
reveal Himself to anyone.  
 
Indeed, no human being could even begin to comprehend God’s person. 
God has revealed Himself to humans to the degree in which we can 
understand Him. 
 
Summary To Question 19  
Has God Personally Revealed Himself To People? 
 
The Scripture testifies that God has revealed Himself personally to a 
number of different people on various occasions.  
 
In the Old Testament times He appeared to such people as Adam and Eve, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Gideon, Samuel, David, 
Elijah and Isaiah. 
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In the New Testament, we find that God became a human being in the 
person of Jesus Christ. While here on earth He personally spoke to 
multitudes of people. After His Ascension into heaven, Jesus spoke to 
certain individuals on special occasions. They include Paul, Peter, and John.  
 
This gives further evidence that God has a personal interest in the lives of 
human beings. Yet we must understand that God has never fully revealed 
Himself to any one human being. In fact, none of us are able to 
comprehend His character. Therefore, He has only revealed as much about 
Himself that we humans are able to understand. 
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Question 20 
 

What Is  
Propositional Revelation? 

 
God has revealed Himself to humanity by means of a number of truths 
about Himself, as well as truths about the human race. This is also known 
as “propositional revelation.”  
 
Propositional Revelation Defined: God  
Has Spoken In Truth Statements 
 
The idea behind propositional revelation is that God has revealed Himself 
in a number of propositions, or truths, that humanity can fully rely upon.  
 
Statements about God’s personal nature, His plan, and His mighty acts in 
history are often given in the form of propositions.  
 
For example, the Bible says that God does not go back on His promises. 
We read in Malachi: 
 

Since, I, the LORD, do not go back on my promises, you, sons of Jacob, 
have not perished (Malachi 3:6 NET). 

 
Scripture also tells us that God will never leave us or abandon us. We read 
the following in the Book of Hebrews: 
 

Your conduct must be free from the love of money and you must be 
content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you 
and I will never abandon you” (Hebrews 13:5 NET). 

 
Therefore, we find in Scripture a great number of these propositions, or 
truth statements, that we would not otherwise know—unless God reveals 
them.  
 
From these statements we can construct certain beliefs about the nature of 
God and how He relates to the world in which He created. 
 
Important Observations About Propositional Revelation 
 
Several key points need to be made about the idea of propositional 
revelation. They are as follows. 
 
1. There Must Be Some Knowledge About  

God Before A Relationship Can Occur 
 
Scripture is clear that we must have some sort of knowledge about God 
before we can enter into a relationship with Him.  
 
First, God reveals specific truths about Himself. These truths are recorded 
in Scripture. Then the Holy Spirit helps believers understand and correctly 
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interpret these truths as well as apply them in their personal lives. However, 
we need propositional truths revealed to us before we know how to behave. 
 
2. Scripture Is More Than Propositional Truth 
 
Scripture contains numerous propositional statements about God, us, and 
the world. These statements are true. However, the Bible is more than 
propositional statements. The Bible, like all forms of communication by 
human beings, is more than a list of propositional statements. There are 
statements of praise and worship as well as commands that are to be 
obeyed.  

 
Therefore, while the Bible consists of propositional revelation, many of the 
statements do not fall into this category. Nevertheless, these statements are 
also true. 
 
Summary To Question 20   
What Is Propositional Revelation? 
 
Propositional revelation simply means that God has revealed Himself to 
humanity in a number of truth statements. These statements can be relied 
upon for correct information about whatever subjects it speaks.  
 
It is important that people have some sort of knowledge about God before 
we can enter into a relationship with Him. This is why the Bible contains 
such statements. 
 
However, it also must be appreciated that the Bible is more than a 
collection of propositional statements, or truths. Indeed, many statements 
found in Scripture would not be placed in this category.  
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Question 21 
 

What Is Progressive Revelation? 
 
Revelation is not only complete; it has also been accomplished in stages. It 
is important that we appreciate that God has given His Word at various 
times, in various places, and through various spokesmen. This is known as 
“progressive revelation.” 
 
Progressive Revelation Means That God  
Has Not Revealed Everything At Once 
 
The various things that God revealed to humanity were not all given at 
once. His revelation was given in stages. This is progressive revelation.  
 
The Apostle Paul wrote the following to the Romans: 
 

Praise God! He can make you strong by means of my good news, 
which is the message about Jesus Christ. For ages and ages this 
message was kept secret, but now at last it has been told. The eternal 
God commanded his prophets to write about the good news, so that 
all nations would obey and have faith. And now, because of Jesus 
Christ, we can praise the only wise God forever! Amen. (Romans 
16:25-27 CEV). 

 
Paul made a distinction between the revelation which God formerly gave, 
and that which He was presently giving.  
 
Some Important Points About Progressive Revelation 
 
There are a number of points we need to understand about progressive 
revelation. They include the following. 
 
1. The Old Testament Is Incomplete 
 
Progressive revelation means that God did not unfold His entire plan to 
humanity in the Book of Genesis or, for that matter, in the entire Old 
Testament. The Old Testament revelation, though accurate, is incomplete. 
The fullness of certain teachings cannot be found in the Old Testament.  
 
2. There Are Predictions In The Old Testament  

That Remained Unfulfilled 
 
In addition, the Old Testament records predictions that were to be fulfilled. 
For example, the Old Testament ends with the promise of the coming of 
Elijah who will prepare the way for the promised deliverer—the Messiah.  
 
We read about this in Malachi. It says: 
 

Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day 
of the LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of parents to their 
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children and the hearts of children to their parents, so that I will not 
come and strike the land with a curse (Malachi 4:5,6 NRSV). 

 
This means that more revelation from God was still expected when the 
Old Testament was completed. 
 
3. The Old Testament Is Not Less  

True Than The New Testament 
 
Progressive revelation does not mean to say that the Old Testament is 
somehow less true than the New Testament. The New Testament is not 
“new” in the sense that it is different than the Old Testament, but rather it 
gives new, or further information from God.  
 
In other words, the progress was not from untruth to truth—it was from 
less information to more full information. It merely states that the 
revelation found in the New Testament is complete. Jude wrote:  
 

Dearly loved friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about 
the salvation we all share. But now I find that I must write about 
something else, urging you to defend the truth of the Good News. 
God gave this unchanging truth once for all time to his holy people 
(Jude 3 NLT).  

 
The faith has now been “once and for all delivered.” Nothing needs to be 
added to it, and nothing should be subtracted from it.  
 
While the Old Testament is not less true than the New Testament, because 
the New Testament contains fuller information about God and His plan, 
the later developments should be given more weight and consideration 
than the earlier things which He revealed. The earlier forms of God’s 
revelation anticipated, or looked forward to the later things. The later 
forms reveal what was predicted. 
 
The clearest example of this would be the coming of Jesus Christ into the 
world. The Old Testament anticipated His coming with the various 
sacrifices and laws which God put in place. The New Testament records 
the fulfillment of this God-given system of sacrifice. 
 
4. The New Revelation Did Not Contradict  

The Old Revelation 
 
It is important to understand that progressive revelation does not 
contradict previous revelations but rather amplifies, clarifies and develops 
the things previously revealed. Jesus said the Law would be entirely 
fulfilled, not broken. We read the following words of Jesus in Matthew’s 
gospel:  
 

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth pass away not the smallest 
letter or stroke of a letter will pass from the law until everything takes 
place (Matthew 5:18 NET). 
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Jesus did not contradict the Old Testament law—rather He fulfilled it. 
 
5. A Distinction Is Made Of Events  

Before And After Christ 
 
The Bible makes a distinction between the time before and after Christ. 
John wrote: 
 

For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ (John 1:17 KJV).  

 
The writer to the Hebrews said that God had progressively spoken through 
the prophets in the past but now has spoken through a Son. He wrote: 
 

After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to 
our ancestors through the prophets, in these last days he has spoken 
to us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he created the world (Hebrews 1:1,2 NET). 

 
This is another indication of the progressive nature of the Bible. 
 
6. There Was Limited Knowledge Before  

Christ Rose From The Dead 
 
Before Jesus Christ died and came back from the dead, the things He 
revealed to His own disciples were limited. It would have been impractical 
for Jesus to give a full explanation of His death and resurrection before 
these events actually occurred.  
 
After His resurrection the meaning of His death became more and more 
clear. God continued to explain the meaning of the cross and the 
resurrection to His people in the remainder of the New Testament era. Paul 
wrote: 
 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you— unless you 
believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve (1 Corinthians 15:1-5 ESV). 

 
The reason that Christ died and rose again is now clear. 
 
7. Jesus Promised More Revelation Was To Come 
 
Because Jesus did not explain everything to His disciples when He was here 
upon the earth, He promised them that more revelation from God was to 
come after He left this world.  
 
On the night of His betrayal He said the following: 
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I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now 
(John 16:12 NKJV). 

 
It would be the person of the Holy Spirit who would reveal these truths to 
them.   
 
Jesus then made the following promise to them: 
 

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. 
For he will not speak on his own authority, but will speak whatever he 
hears, and will tell you what is to come. He will glorify me, because he 
will receive from me what is mine and will tell it to you. Everything 
that the Father has is mine; that is why I said the Spirit will receive 
from me what is mine and will tell it to you (John 16:13-15 NET). 

 
The Holy Spirit is now living inside believers and guiding them into the 
truth of Jesus Christ. 
 
8. Jesus’ Disciples Would Give Testimony  

Of Him After His Ascension 
 
Jesus told His disciples that they would bear witness of Him to the world—
they would be His witnesses.  
 
Before the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven, He gave them the following 
promise: 
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8 NIV). 

 
The message today is same one that Jesus’ first disciples were to preach—
the tomb is empty; the Lord had risen indeed! 
 
9. Christianity Is Now The True Faith 
 
In the past, Judaism was the true religion. Today it is not. It is through 
Jesus Christ that God speaks to humanity. The Bible says: 
 

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the 
Father’s side, has made him known (John 1:18 NIV) 

 
Jesus Christ, God the Son came to this earth to show us what God is like 
and to tell us what He requires from us.  
 
10. The Old System Has Faded Away 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote about the old system fading away. The old system, 
with its laws and ordinances, has been replaced. He wrote: 
 

But if the ministry that produced death, carved in letters on stone 
tablets, came with glory so that the Israelites could not keep their eyes 
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fixed on the face of Moses because of the glory of his face (a glory that 
was fading away), how much more glorious will the ministry of the 
Spirit be? For if there was glory in the ministry that produced 
condemnation, how much more does the ministry that produces 
righteousness excel in glory! For indeed, what had been glorious now 
has no glory because of the tremendously greater glory of what 
replaced it. For if what was fading away came with glory, how much 
more has what remains come in glory! (2 Corinthians 3:7-11 NET). 

  
Because Jesus fulfilled what the old system was looking forward to, a 
person cannot know God the Father without believing in God the Son—
Jesus Christ.  
 
John wrote: 
  

No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the 
Son has the Father also (1 John 2:23 NIV). 

 
Therefore, one can only know God the Father today through the person 
of Jesus Christ. There is no other way. 
 
The Bible Would Seem Contradictory If Progressive  
Revelation Is Not Understood 
 
If one does not recognize the progressive nature of God’s revelation to 
humanity, then they will be forced to admit contradictions in Scripture. 
There are a number of passages that are at odds with each other if they are 
not understood in their historical setting.   
 
We will provide a few examples. 
 
1. The Old Testament Says Abraham’s Descendants  

Were Commanded To Be Circumcised 
 
In the Old Testament period, all the newborn males of Abraham’s 
descendants were to be circumcised. The Lord gave the following 
command: 
 

This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the 
covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised 
(Genesis 17:10 NIV). 

 
However, in the New Testament we are told that circumcision is of no 
value.  
 
Paul wrote the following to the Galatians:  
 

Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all! (Galatians 5:2 
NIV). 

 
Obviously, there was a change between the Old and New Testament era. 
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2. Israel Was Commanded To Observe The Sabbath 
 
The Lord told Israel to observe the Sabbath, the seventh day, as a special 
day to Him. In the Ten Commandments we read the following: 
 

Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy (Exodus 20:8 
NLT).  

 
In the New Testament age, the believers met on the first day of the week—
Sunday. In the Book of Acts we read the following: 
 

On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul 
spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, 
kept on talking until midnight (Acts 20:7 NIV). 

 
The New Living Translation puts it this way: 
 

On the first day of the week, we gathered to observe the Lord’s Supper. 
Paul was preaching; and since he was leaving the next day, he talked 
until midnight (Acts 20:7 NLT) 

 
In addition, the laws connected with the Sabbath are not something that 
believers are commanded to observe. In fact, Paul made it clear that 
believers are not at all obligated to observe the Sabbath.  
 
He wrote the following to the Colossians: 
 

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or 
with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a 
Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the 
reality, however, is found in Christ (Colossians 2:16,17 NIV). 

 
Therefore, we find new commands for believers in this new age. 
 
3. Jesus’ Message Was To Go To The Jews  

Only Not To The Gentiles 
 
There is a progression in the message of Jesus. At first, Jesus told His 
disciples to only go to the Jews with His message—they were not to go to 
the Gentiles.  
 
We read the following in Matthew: 
 

Jesus sent the twelve disciples out with these instructions: “Don’t go 
to the Gentiles or the Samaritans, but only to the people of Israel – 
God’s lost sheep. Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is near” (Matthew 10:5-7 NLT). 

 
Jesus also told a Gentile woman that He was not sent to their people. We 
also read in Matthew: 
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Then he [Jesus] said to the woman, “I was sent only to help the people 
of Israel—God’s lost sheep—not the Gentiles” (Matthew 15:24 NLT). 

 
Later, however, He told them to preach His message to all nations. The 
gospel of Matthew ends with the following command of Jesus to His 
disciples: 
 

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given complete 
authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20 NLT). 

 
Obviously, there was a change in the mission. 
 
4. Jesus Sent Out His Disciples With Limited Resources 
 
When Jesus first sent out His disciples, He told them to go out with limited 
resources.  
 
Luke records the following command:  
 

He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey—no staff, no bag, no 
bread, no money, and do not take an extra tunic” (Luke 9:3 NET). 

 
Shortly before His death, Jesus told them something different. He told 
them to be prepared for what was to come: 
 

He said to them, “But now, the one who has a money bag must take 
it, and likewise a traveler’s bag too. And the one who has no sword 
must sell his cloak and buy one (Luke 22:36 NET). 

 
If a person rejects progressive revelation, then these passages will have to 
be considered as contradictory.  
 
However, when the progressive nature of God’s Word is recognized, there 
is no problem.  
 
We Are Not Told Why God Did Not  
Reveal All Of His Truth At One Time 
 
Finally, we must note that the Scripture nowhere tells us why God chose 
to reveal His Word in sixty-six separate books over a fifteen-hundred-year 
span. Since He has not told us why He has revealed Himself in this manner, 
then we cannot really know why this is the case.  
 
While progressive revelation is a fact, the Bible does not explain why God 
chose to reveal Himself over time and through a number of different 
people. 
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Summary To Question 21  
What Is Progressive Revelation? 
 
The Scriptures testify to a progression of God’s revelation of Himself to 
humanity. In other words, He did not reveal the fullness of His truth in the 
beginning, yet what He revealed was always true. Each portion of Scripture 
was built on the previous one.   
 
In the Old Testament, God was saving people through the testimony of 
the nation Israel. It is through the descendants of Abraham that the Lord 
brought His Word to humanity. 
 
However this is no longer the case. Only through Jesus Christ can a person 
be saved. Christianity is now the true faith.  
 
If one does not understand the progressive nature of God’s revelation, then 
the Scripture will seem to be contradictory at a number of points.  
 
Once progressive revelation is rightly understood, then the so-called 
contradictions disappear. 
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Question 22 
 

What Conclusions Can We Make 
About Divine Revelation? 

 
There are several conclusions that we can make about the subject of divine 
revelation. They include the following. 
 
1. General Revelation And Special Revelation  

Are Dependent Upon One Another 
 
Both general revelation and special revelation are incomplete in 
themselves. General revelation gives evidence of God’s existence and 
power but does not give us any specifics concerning who God is. Special 
revelation provides the details that general revelation does not convey.  
 
Yet special revelation needs the evidence that general revelation provides 
concerning God’s great power and His intelligent design. The world that 
general revelation gives testimony is necessary to set the stage for God’s 
special revelation. Therefore, general revelation and special revelation need 
each other. Otherwise, the revelation of God is incomplete. 
 
2. Special Revelation Is Complete 
 
Divine Revelation is now complete. Nothing more needs to be added to 
Scripture. The faith has been once and for all revealed.  
 
Jude wrote: 
 

Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you about our 
common salvation, I now feel compelled instead to write to encourage 
you to contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all entrusted 
to the saints (Jude 3 NET).  

 
There is nothing else necessary for God to say to humanity.  
 
3. God’s Revelation Is True In All That It Says 
 
The words of Scripture are true. Jesus said: 
 

Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth (John 17:17 NET). 
 
God’s Word is the standard of truth. There is no other place where we 
have to look for the answers. 
 
4. The Scripture Does Not Tell Us Everything About God 
 
Divine Revelation is partial. God has not told us everything that He has 
done, or everything that we would like to know about Him. There are many 
things that are not revealed.  
 
We read the following in the Book of Deuteronomy:  
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The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are 
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the 
words of this law (Deuteronomy 29:29 NKJV). 

 
While humans do not have the all the facts about God, we do have enough. 
 
5. The Revelation Of God Was Given In Stages To Humanity  
 
God did not reveal everything at once to humanity—His revelation was in 
stages. The writer to the Hebrews says: 
 

After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to 
our ancestors through the prophets, in these last days he has spoken 
to us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he created the world (Hebrews 1:1,2 NET). 

 
The Bible emphasizes that God chose to speak through different people at 
various times in the past. 
 
6. The Purpose Of Divine Revelation Is  

To Bring Salvation Through Jesus Christ 
 
The purpose of Scripture is to save sinners. Paul wrote the following to 
Timothy: 
 

You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they 
have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by 
trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful 
to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right.  It is God’s 
way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing 
God wants us to do (2 Timothy 3:15-17 NLT).  

 
John emphasized the same thing when he wrote—God has revealed 
Himself so that we can have spiritual life through His Son Jesus Christ: 
 

If we accept the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, 
because this is the testimony of God that he has testified concerning 
his Son. (The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony 
in himself; the one who does not believe God has made him a liar, 
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has testified 
concerning his Son.) And this is the testimony: God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. The one who has the Son of God 
has this eternal life; the one who does not have the Son of God does 
not have this eternal life (1 John 5:9–12 NET). 

 
These are some of the conclusions that can be drawn from divine 
revelation. 
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Summary To Question 22  
What Conclusions Can We Make About Divine Revelation? 
 
There are a number of conclusions we can make about the subject of divine 
revelation.  We can list them as follows.   
 
To begin with, divine revelation is complete. This means that nothing more 
needs to be added to what God has revealed to humanity. He has said 
everything which needs to be said. 
 
Furthermore, it is accurate in all that it teaches. Indeed, everything which 
God teaches in His written Word can be relied upon as true. The God of 
the Bible does not lie. 
 
Although true, divine revelation is not exhaustive—it does not tell us 
everything. In fact, Scripture itself makes the point that it is limited in what 
it reveals. Thus, we should not expect God to tell us everything we want to 
know but rather only the things we need to know. 
 
Divine revelation is also progressive in nature. This means that the Lord 
did not reveal everything at once but rather gave humanity His truth at 
different times and in different ways. 
 
The purpose of divine revelation is to bring salvation to the lost. This is 
consistent claim of Scripture. Indeed, it emphasizes that God has given us 
His Word for the purpose or reaching those who need to be saved from 
their sins. 
 
These are some of the basic truths that we have discovered about God’s 
divine revelation to the human race. 
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Question 23 
 

Is It Possible For Humans To Know  
God Personally? 

 
Is knowledge of God something that is possible? The Bible speaks loud 
and clear. The answer is “Yes.” the living God can be known by 
humankind. In fact, God goes out of His way to have a personal 
relationship with human beings.  
 
1. God Himself Is Our Only Source Of Knowledge About Him 
 
It is important to understand that God Himself is the only source of 
knowledge that we have about Him. Nature can be misunderstood. Our 
human reason is inadequate, and experience can be misleading. It is 
through the God of the Bible and Him alone that we understand who He 
is, as well as what He is like.  
 
Therefore, we must take the time to study and meditate what He has 
revealed to us in His Word.  
 
The psalmist wrote. 
 

God blesses those people who refuse evil advice and won’t follow 
sinners or join in sneering at God. Instead, the Law of the LORD makes 
them happy, and they think about it day and night. They are like trees 
growing beside a stream, trees that produce fruit in season and always 
have leaves. Those people succeed in everything they do (Psalm 1:1-3 
CEV). 

 
The only way we can know anything about God is that if He tells us. 
Indeed, we cannot find out these truths on our own.  
 
Scripture reveals three basic truths about God. First, He cannot be 
completely understood. Second, we can know some facts about Him. 
Third, we can know Him in a personal way.  
 
From Scripture we can make the following observations. 

 
 2. God Cannot Be Completely Understood By Humans 

 
Because of whom God is, we cannot completely understand Him. This is 
spoken of as God being “incomprehensible.” This has the idea that there 
is no one who can fully understand Him.  
 
In fact, in the Book of Job, Scripture asks the following question about the 
ability of humans to understand the Lord: 
 

Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits 
of the Almighty? (Job 11:7 NKJV). 
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The answer is no. We certainly cannot discover His limits. We do not have 
that capability. 
 
The prophet Isaiah says that nothing can compare to God. He wrote the 
following: 
 

To whom can you compare God? To what image can you liken him? 
(Isaiah 40:18 NET).  

 
The answer, of course, is “Nobody.” There is no one which can compare 
to God. Indeed, He is like no other being in the universe. 
 
In another place, the psalmist testified to the greatness of God. He said 
that His greatness is unsearchable. He said: 
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is 
unsearchable (Psalm 145:3 NKJV). 

 
The Contemporary English Version puts it this way: 
 

You are wonderful, LORD, and you deserve all praise, because you are 
much greater than anyone can understand (Psalm 145:3 CEV) 
 

Therefore, no one, no matter how brilliant or how educated, can 
completely understand God. There will always be more things that we can 
learn about Him. Knowing this truth should always keep us humble. 
Furthermore, it should give us this desire to learn more about Him. 
 

3. We Can Know Some Things About God 
 
Although we cannot know everything about the God of the Bible, we can 
know some things about Him. The Bible tells us truths about God that we, 
as humans, can know. While these truths are limited, they can be 
comprehended by finite humanity.  
 
For example, we can know that God is holy, God is love, and that God is 
righteous. We can also know that God is infinite, He is everywhere present, 
and He is all knowing.  
 
Human beings are able to comprehend, to some degree, these truths about 
God. Therefore, the God of the Bible is knowable in the sense that we can 
know certain things about Him. 
 
We may not know everything about Him, but He has revealed enough 
about Himself so that we can understand some things about His character. 
These things that we know about Him are true. Therefore, we can know 
God truly, but we cannot know Him exhaustively. 
 

 4. The Bible Says That He Can Be Personally Known 
 
There is something else that the Bible teaches. Not only are we able to 
know certain truths about God, human beings can also know God 



            God Has Spoken To Us 

© Don Stewart 110 

personally. This is the difference of knowing facts about someone and 
knowing someone personally.  
 
Scripture stresses the fact that we, as individual humans, can have a 
personal relationship with the living God. This only comes about when a 
person trusts God for their salvation through Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus spoke to His disciples about the fact that they can know both Him 
and God the Father. John records Jesus saying: 
 

If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him (John 14:7 NRSV). 

 
What a tremendous thought! We can actually know the God who created 
the universe.  
 
On the night of His betrayal, Jesus prayed to His Father and said the 
following: 
 

And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth (John 17:3 NLT). 

 
This speaks of knowing in the experiential sense. It is more than knowing 
facts about God.   
 
In another place, this same John, who was one of Jesus’ closest disciples, 
wrote the following to believers: 
 

And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding so that we may know him who is true; and we are in 
him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal 
life (1 John 5:20 NRSV). 

 
Again, the wonderful truth is stated. We can actually know God!  
 
The Believers Knew God The Father 
 
John also noted that believers do indeed know God the Father. He 
emphasized this truth as he penned the following words: 
 

I have written to you who are God’s children because you know the 
Father. I have written to you who are mature in the faith because you 
know Christ, who existed from the beginning (1 John 2:14 NET).  

 
This is great news! Those of us who have believed in Jesus Christ can know 
both Him as well as God the Father. The writer to the Hebrews spoke of 
a future day when everyone would know the Lord. He put it this way: 
 

And they shall not teach one another or say to each other, ‘Know the 
Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest 
(Hebrews 8:11 NRSV). 
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What a wonderful day that will be! 
 
Since knowledge of the Lord is possible, the Apostle Paul explained to the 
Philippians what his utmost desire consisted of:  
 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death (Philippians 
3:10 NRSV). 

 
Above all else, Paul wanted to know Jesus Christ in a personal, intimate 
way. This should be our goal also. 
 
When a person has that relationship with the living God, they reflect His 
love to others. John put it this way: 
 

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from 
God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone 
who does not love does not know God, for God is love (1 John 4:7,8 
NLT). 
 

Knowing God helps us to know how to love. True love stems from 
knowing Him. 
 
Having personal knowledge of the God of the Bible was not limited to the 
New Testament. The prophet Jeremiah wrote: 
 

This is what the LORD says: “Let not the wise man boast of his 
wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast 
of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises 
kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight” 
declares the LORD (Jeremiah 9:23-24 NIV) 

 
Therefore, we discover that those who lived before the time of Jesus could 
know and understand the Lord to some degree. 
 
Although the Creator of the universe is all-powerful and incomparable, He 
is personally knowable. In other words, He can give love to us and we can 
receive it from Him. This kind of knowledge, however, does not come 
about by means of human wisdom. Jesus said. 
 

All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him (Matthew 
11:27 NRSV) 

 
It is the Lord, the God of the Bible, who graciously allows humans to have 
knowledge of Himself. He takes the initiative and loves us first. We then 
respond to His great love. 
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 5. One Must Personally Experience The Need For God 
 
For a person to know God in a personal way, they first must feel the need. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: 
 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled (Matthew 5:6 KJV). 

 
God wants people to have the desire to know Him. We need to need Him. 
In fact, the Lord looks for individuals that have that desire.  
 
Once a person realizes their need, the next step is to exercise faith toward 
God. It is only by faith that a person can know God. The writer to the 
Hebrews stated: 
 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would 
approach him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him (Hebrews 11:6 NRSV). 

 
Without faith, we cannot truly please God. 
 
The psalmist wrote: 
 

O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take 
refuge in him (Psalm 34:8 NRSV). 

 
When we do taste, we do indeed discover that the Lord is good. 
 
The need for God must first be there. The psalmist wrote about the need 
of the human heart by comparing to a deer looking for water: 
 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so I long for you, O God 
(Psalm 42:1 NLT). 

 
The heart cry of all humanity, to personally know the living God, can only 
be met in Jesus Christ. He alone can meet this need. 
 
6.       Eternal Life Is An Eternal Relationship  

With God: It Begins At Conversion 
 
Eternal life can be defined as knowing a person, Jesus Christ. On the night 
He was betrayed, when Jesus Himself prayed to God the Father, He 
defined what eternal life was all about. It is knowing both the Father and 
the Son. He said: 
 

And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent (John 17:3 NRSV). 

 
This begins a relationship between us and the living God. It is an eternal 
relationship. Indeed, it is one that will never end. 
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7. Knowledge About God Can Increase 
 
Knowing God in a personal way begins at our conversion experience. We 
hear the good news about Jesus and then respond to it. Paul wrote: 
 

If you declare that Jesus is Lord, and believe that God brought him 
back to life, you will be saved. By believing you receive God’s approval, 
and by declaring your faith you are saved. Scripture says, “Whoever 
believes in him will not be ashamed” (Romans 10:9-10 God’s Word). 

 
Believers can know and understand the way that God works.  
 
We read in Hebrews how the children of Israel heard God’s voice, yet 
disobeyed: 
 

Who were those people that heard God’s voice and rebelled? Weren’t 
they the same ones that came out of Egypt with Moses? (Hebrews 3:16 
CEV). 

 
We can hear from the Lord but that does not necessarily mean that we will 
be obedient. It is our choice whether to obey or disobey. 
 
Furthermore, this knowledge of God can increase. Paul prayed for God to 
increase the believer’s knowledge of Him. He wrote the following to the 
Philippians:  
 

And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, 
so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 
for the glory and praise of God (Philippians 1:9-11 NRSV). 

 
He wanted those in Philippi to increase in their knowledge of the Lord. 
This further indicates that it is possible for our knowledge to grow. 
 
He also wrote something similar to the Colossians. He put it this way:  
 

So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. 
We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give 
you spiritual wisdom and understanding. Then the way you live will 
always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every 
kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn to know 
God better and better (Colossians 1:9,10 NLT). 

 
The Message paraphrases these verses as follows: 
 

Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we haven’t stopped 
praying for you, asking God to give you wise minds and spirits attuned 
to his will, and so acquire a thorough understanding of the ways in 
which God works. We pray that you’ll live well for the Master, making 
him proud of you as you work hard in his orchard. As you learn more 
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and more how God works, you will learn how to do your work 
(Colossians 1:9-10 MsgB). 

 
Our knowledge about God can, and should increase. This is one of the 
messages which comes through loud and clear in Scripture. 
 

 8. The Holy Spirit Was Given To Help  
 Believers Understand God 
 
God also has given the Holy Spirit to help believers so that we may better 
understand Him. Paul wrote the following to the church at Corinth: 
 

That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye has seen, no 
ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared 
for those who love him.” But it was to us that God revealed these 
things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and shows 
us God’s deep secrets (1 Corinthians 2:9,10 NLT).   

 
It is the work of the Holy Spirit which teaches us about the deep things of 
the Lord. Since the Holy Spirit is Himself God, He is in a position to reveal 
these deep truths. 
 
The Holy Spirit also helps believers distinguish truth from error. We read 
the following in the first letter of John: 
 

But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you 
don’t need anyone to teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches you 
all things, and what he teaches is true—it is not a lie. So continue in 
what he has taught you, and continue to live in Christ (1 John 2:27 
NLT). 

 
The Holy Spirit has been given to teach believers. Jesus promised that He 
would lead believers into “all truth.” 

 
9. We Can Be Friends Of God 
 
We can know the living God on an intimate, personal level. In fact, Jesus 
called His disciples “friends.” We read of Jesus saying the following: 
 

I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his 
slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the 
Father told me. (John 15:15 NLT).  

 
According to Jesus, believers can be God’s friends. What an awesome 
privilege this is. 
 
In the Old Testament, we find that Abraham was called a friend of God. 
The prophet Isaiah records the Lord saying:  
 

But you are my servant Israel, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the 
descendant of Abraham, my dear friend (Isaiah 41:8 God’s Word). 
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All of us should want to be “God’s dear friend.” 
 
The Bible says that the Lord spoke to Moses as one speaks to a friend. It 
says the following in the Book of Exodus:  
 

Inside the Tent of Meeting, the LORD would speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks to his friend. Afterward Moses would return to 
the camp, but the young man who assisted him, Joshua son of Nun, 
stayed behind in the Tent of Meeting (Exodus 33:11 NLT). 

 
This intimate relationship is further stressed by the fact that we can speak 
to the Lord in endearing terms:  
 

Scripture says the Holy Spirit causes the believer to cry out Abba, or 
Father. This is a term of intimacy. Paul wrote to the Galatians and said. 
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (Galatians 4:6 NRSV) 

 
We cry out to the Lord from the bottom of our hearts. 
 
The Lord also confides in those who put their trust in Him. We read of 
this truth in the Book of Proverbs. It says: 
 

Friendship with the LORD is reserved for those who fear him. With 
them he shares the secrets of his covenant (Psalm 25:14 NLT). 

 
It is possible for humans to be friends of God. This is great news! 
 
10.    We Love Him Without Seeing Him 
 
Although we grow in our knowledge and love for God, this takes place 
without us ever seeing Him. Peter wrote about us loving the God whom 
we have not seen: 
 

Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you 
do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy (1 Peter 1:8 NRSV). 

 
The unseen God is the object of our affection. We know He is there and 
we love Him dearly. 
 

 11. We Look Forward To His Return 
 
Finally, we look forward to the return of Jesus Christ. Paul wrote to 
Timothy about the fact that Jesus will one day come back and judge the 
living and the dead. He said: 
 

I solemnly call on you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who is 
going to judge those who are living and those who are dead. I do this 
because Christ Jesus will come to rule the world (2 Timothy 4:1 God’s 
Word).   
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Paul said that he eagerly looked forward to that day when Christ would 
return. So should we. 
 
He also wrote to Timothy the following words: 
 

And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness that the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that great day of his return. 
And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward 
to his glorious return (2 Timothy 4:8 NLT) 

 
The blessed hope for the believer is the return of Christ. 
 

 12. Though We Can Know God We Will  
 Never Completely Understand Him 
 
One final thing must be covered. Even in eternity we will not completely 
understand God. Indeed, there will always be things that we will learn. Paul 
spoke of a time when we will know God more fully. He wrote to the 
Corinthians. 
 

Now we see things imperfectly as in a poor mirror, but then we will 
see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and 
incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God 
knows me now (1 Corinthians 13:12 NLT). 

 
“Know completely” in this verses means “more accurately.” Paul never 
said that we would be omniscient, or have all knowledge. The idea is that 
we will know God more fully in eternity. Yet we will never understand 
everything about Him. He is the infinite, God while we are His finite 
creation.  
 
From the totality of Scripture, we can conclude that the God of the Bible 
is both personal and knowable. He wants His highest creation, human 
beings, to have a relationship with Him. We should want to do likewise. 
 
Summary To Question 23  
Is It Possible For Humans To Know God Personally? 
 
According to the Bible, knowledge of God is possible. However, the only 
source where this knowledge can be found is in His Word, the Bible. 
Indeed, there is no other source to which we can go to have accurate 
knowledge about God. 
 
Scripture teaches us several things about our knowledge of God. To begin 
with, we cannot understand everything about Him. He is infinite and we 
are finite. It is impossible for us to fully comprehend even one aspect of 
His character. 
 
Yet the Bible says that we can know some truths about God. These truths, 
while not telling us everything about God, tell us enough so that we can 
have a good idea of what He is like. Yet no matter how much we do know 
there will always be more things to learn. 
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There is more. The God of the Bible is personally knowable. Knowledge 
about God is not the same as personally knowing Him.  
 
Consequently it is possible to know facts about God without knowing Him 
personally. God has revealed facts about Himself so that human beings can 
have a personal experience with Him. This is the main goal. 
 
Indeed, Scripture assumes that we can understand Gods’ commands and 
obey Him. Knowing the living God is the greatest thing that a human being 
can experience. Consequently, it must be a priority in a person’s life.  
 
To begin with, a person must want to know God. First and foremost the 
desire should be there to know the God of the universe. This puts us on 
the path to discovering who God is and what He wants from us. 
 
After that they must come to God in faith. Knowledge of God begins the 
moment a person believes in Jesus Christ. It is relationship which will never 
end. Believers must continue in faith as they grow in their knowledge of 
Him.  
 
While we will grow in our knowledge and understanding of God, it will 
never be perfect. This is true for both time and eternity. There will always 
be new things that we will be able to learn about God. Indeed, learning will 
never stop. 
 
This sums up some of the things which we can learn about God. The good 
news is that we can indeed know Him. 
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Question 24 
 

Why Does The Bible Portray God  
Through Family And Personal Relationships?  
(Father, Mother, Husband, Groom, Friend) 

 
Does God care about human beings? Does He get personally involved in 
our lives? The Bible answers this question with a resounding. “Yes.” In 
fact, Scripture gives a number of descriptions of God as to how He relates 
to those who belong to Him.  
 
These images are important to us for they show His care and concern. 
Indeed, the God of Scripture is a God of action. He is personally involved 
in the lives and destines of those who place their trust in Him. Scripture 
illustrates this as follows. 
 
1. God Is Portrayed As A Loving Father 
 
God’s loving fatherly care toward the nation of Israel is made plain in 
statement found in the Book of Hosea. The Lord said: 

 
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son out of Egypt 
. . . I was the one who taught the people of Ephraim to walk. I took 
them by the hand. But they didn’t realize that I had healed them. I led 
them with cords of human kindness, with ropes of love. I removed the 
yokes from their necks. I bent down and fed them (Hosea 11:1,3-4 
God’s Word). 

 
Here we find the Lord expressing Himself as a loving Father toward the 
people of Israel. Indeed, it speaks of a Father lovingly leading and teaching 
a child.  
 
While the Old Testament says that God has a special love toward the 
people of Israel, His love is not limited to them. The psalmist testified that 
the Lord loves all of those who trust in Him. He wrote: 
 

As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has 
compassion for those who fear him (Psalm 103:13 God’s Word). 

 
Again, we find the Lord compared to a compassionate Father.  Therefore, 
in the Old Testament, we find this image of God as a loving Father. He 
loves those who love Him. 
 
We Find The Same In The New Testament 
 
In the New Testament, we find many more references to God as a loving 
Father. Indeed, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives numerous 
references to the Father’s care and concern for His children.  
 
For example, Jesus said that God the Father knows how to give good gifts 
to His children. He put it this way:  
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If you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask 
him (Matthew 7:11 NLT). 

 
If we know how to give good gifts, then how much more does our heavenly 
Father know how to give good gifts? 
 
In fact, Jesus specifically told His disciples to directly address God as “Our 
Father” when they prayed to Him. He said: 
 

This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, let your name be 
kept holy (Matthew 6:9 God’s Word). 

 
Therefore, from Scripture it is obvious that God is portrayed as a loving 
Father toward His own children. 
 
2. God Is Compared To A Mother 
 
Not only is God portrayed as a loving caring Father, in a few instances, He 
is also compared to a mother. Early on in the history of the nation Israel, 
the Lord compared Himself to a mother. He is the one who gave birth to 
the nation: 
 

You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you; you forgot the God 
who gave you birth (Deuteronomy 32:18 NRSV).  

 
While not specifically called a mother in this context, the meaning is 
obvious. 
 
We find a couple of illustrations of the Lord being compared to a mother 
in the Book of Isaiah. We read: 

 
The people of Zion said, “The LORD has turned away and forgotten 
us.” The LORD answered, “Could a mother forget a child who nurses 
at her breast? Could she fail to love an infant who came from her own 
body? Even if a mother could forget, I will never forget you” (Isaiah 
49:14,15 CEV). 

 
As a mother could not turn away from her child, the Lord could not turn 
away or forget the nation of Israel. Like a mother’s love, God cares for 
those who are His. 
 
In another place, Isaiah the prophet recorded the Lord comparing Himself 
to a mother who comforts her child: 
 

As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be 
comforted over Jerusalem (Isaiah 66:13 NIV). 

 
Therefore, we have these instances where the Lord is compared to a 
mother. 
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In the New Testament, Jesus compared Himself as a mother hen who 
wanted to gather her chicks under her wings. Matthew records Him saying 
the following:  
 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you kill the prophets and stone to death those 
sent to you! How often I wanted to gather your children together the 
way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings! But you were not willing! 
Your house will be abandoned, deserted. I can guarantee that you will 
not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord!’ (Matthew 23:37-39 God’s Word). 

 
This is a further biblical illustration of the loving tender concern the Lord 
has for His people. 
 
Therefore, we have a few instances where the God of Scripture compares 
Himself to a human mother, or in the case of Jesus, a mother hen. 
 
3. God Is Portrayed As A Husband 
 
The Bible also portrays the God of the Bible as a loving husband. We read 
the following in the Book of Jeremiah: 
 

This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when 
I took them by the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. 
They broke that covenant, though I loved them as a husband loves his 
wife, says the LORD (Jeremiah 31:32 NLT). 

 
The Lord was portrayed as a loving husband whose wife had strayed. 
Though He loved the nation, they strayed from His love. 

 
4. God Is Compared To A Groom 
 
In the New Testament, the church, the true believers in Jesus Christ, is 
pictured as a bride while Jesus is portrayed as a groom. In the Book of 
Revelation, we read the following: 
 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the 
Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready (Revelation 19:7 
NIV). 

 
This passage refers to Jesus Christ returning to the earth and marrying His 
bride, the New Testament Church. 

 
5. The Lord Is A Friend 
 
Another comparison the Bible gives to personal relationships is that of a 
“friend.” Abraham was called a “friend’ of God. The Lord Himself said:  
 

Israel, you are my servant. I chose you, the family of my friend 
Abraham (Isaiah 41:8 CEV). 
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The people of Israel recognized that Abraham was God’s “friend.” The 
chronicler records them saying the following: 
 

Our God, you forced out the nations who lived in this land before your 
people Israel came here, and you gave it to the descendants of your 
friend Abraham forever (2 Chronicles 20:7 CEV). 

 
It was well-known among those of Old Testament times that Abraham was 
a friend of God. What a great way to be remembered! 
 
We also find this taught in the New Testament. Abraham was a friend of 
God. James wrote about this in the following manner: 
 

And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, 
so God declared him to be righteous.” He was even called “the friend 
of God” (James 2:23 NLT). 

 
This description of Abraham as God’s friend also carried over to the New 
Testament era. 
 
In the Book of Jeremiah, the Lord noted that the nation Israel referred to 
Him as Father and as friend. The Lord said: 
 

You call me your father or your long-lost friend (Jeremiah 3:4 CEV). 
 
Therefore, from testimony of Scripture, we find God portrayed through a 
number of family relationships as well as being compared to a close friend. 
As we have observed, these comparisons illustrate the loving concern that 
the Lord has for His people.  
 
These Are Comforting Images For The Believer 
 
Obviously, these images are extremely comforting to those of us who are 
God’s children through our faith in Jesus Christ. We know that He is 
concerned about us and our needs.  
 
Therefore, when we approach Him in prayer, we can do it with the 
confidence that He is also concerned about the issues we face.  
 
John the Apostle wrote the following: 
 

I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may 
know you have eternal life. And we can be confident that he will listen 
to us whenever we ask him for anything in line with his will. And if we 
know he is listening when we make our requests, we can be sure that 
he will give us what we ask for (1 John 5:13-15 NLT). 

 
Knowing the character and concern of the God of the Bible brings comfort 
and confidence to those who believe in Him.  
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Summary To Question 24  
Why Does The Bible Portray  
God Through Family And Personal Relationships?  
(Father, Mother, Husband, Groom, Friend) 
 
The God of the Bible is a God who has a warm loving concern for 
humanity. Indeed, in the Scripture we find God portrayed by a number of 
different analogies. This includes family and interpersonal relationships. He 
is compared to a father, mother, husband, groom, and friend.  
 
God is shown to be a loving Father to His children. As a good Father looks 
after his children, our Father-God looks after us. Scripture constantly 
reminds us that the Lord is our loving Father. Indeed, Jesus commanded 
us to pray to “Our Father who is in heaven.” 
 
In a few instances, Scripture compares the Lord to the actions of a loving 
mother. Indeed, God gave birth to the nation of Israel and looks after it as 
a mother her child.  
 
In another analogy, God is the loving husband of the nation of Israel. 
However, the nation strayed from the Lord and His loving care. Indeed, 
Israel is compared to a wife who leaves her husband. 
 
In the New Testament, Jesus Christ is the groom, and the believers are the 
bride. There is an upcoming marriage feast between the Jesus and His 
bride. This is one of the events to which Christians are to look forward. 
 
We also find that the Bible says that God is our friend. This is another 
indication of the intimate personal relationship which He desires with each 
of us. In the Old Testament, the patriarch Abraham was called a “friend of 
God.” Jesus said that we are His friends if we do what He says. 
 
There is a reason as to why the Bible portrays the Lord in such a way. It 
testifies to His personal involvement with humanity—He is not a God who 
is aloof or somewhere afar off, or One which does not care about His 
people.  
 
To the contrary, the God of the Bible is a God of action. He does not just 
stand by and watch all things happen; He is an involved God. Indeed, He 
is involved in the lives of His people. 
 
These images are very comforting to the believer. For one thing, when we 
have certain needs in our life, we can approach God in prayer with the 
confidence that He is concerned about those needs.  
 
In sum, we know from the testimony of Scripture that God cares for us. 
This causes us to care for Him. 
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Question 25 
 

Why Does The Bible Portray God Through  
Various Occupations? 

(Artist, Teacher, Warrior, Shepherd) 
  
For the benefit of human beings, the God of the Bible is compared to a 
number of things to which we can personally relate. This includes a father, 
mother, husband and groom and friend.  
 
He is also compared to people who hold various occupations or vocations. 
These comparisons also provide further insight into His character. They 
include the following. 
 
1. God Is Like An Artist 
 
The Bible compares God to an artist. This is seen in a number of special 
ways. They include the following. 
 
He Formed The Heavens 
 
He is one who creates and fashions things. Indeed, the universe Himself is 
the great work of art of the Creator. The psalmist wrote: 
 

The heavens tell of the glory of God. The skies display his marvelous 
craftsmanship (Psalm 19:1 NLT). 

 
When we look around the heavens, we see His craftsmanship everywhere. 
 
While the God of the Bible is compared to an artist, He is unlike other 
artists. Indeed, He merely speaks, and things appear.  
 
Peter wrote about this unique ability which only the Lord, the God of the 
Bible, uniquely has: 
 

They will say this because they want to forget that long ago the heavens 
and the earth were made at God’s command. The earth came out of 
water and was made from water (2 Peter 3:5 CEV). 

 
This entire universe, with all its splendor and beauty, came about through 
the spoken Word of God. He commanded and the universe appeared!  
 
The psalmist also wrote of this. He said: 
 

The LORD merely spoke, and the heavens were created. He breathed 
the word, and all the stars were born. He gave the sea its boundaries 
and locked the oceans in vast reservoirs. Let everyone in the world fear 
the LORD, and let everyone stand in awe of him. For when he spoke, 
the world began! It appeared at his command (Psalm 33:6-9 NLT).  

 
The artist work of the Lord was accomplished by His spoken Word. 
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He Is The Potter We Are The Clay 
 

In another illustration of God’s ability as an artist, we humans are His 
craftsmanship. Indeed, we are also His work of art. Isaiah uses the 
illustration of God being the potter and we are the clay. He wrote:  
 

But now, LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our 
potter. We are the work of your hands (Isaiah 64:8 God’s Word). 

 
We are the work of loving hands. He forms us in the way in which He 
wishes. We have no say-so in the matter. We do not form ourselves. 
 
In the Book of Jeremiah, we read: 
 

People of Israel, I, the LORD, have power over you, just as a potter 
has power over clay (Jeremiah 18:6 CEV). 

 
As the potter has complete power over the clay, so the Lord has complete 
authority over those who are His. 
 
This is also illustrated in the New Testament with that which Paul wrote to 
the Ephesians. He put it this way:  
 

For we are His creation—created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them 
(Ephesians 2:10 HCSB) 

 
We are His work of art. Indeed, each of us is a one-of-a-kind work of art. 
Thus, He has made us in a particular way so that we will fulfill our own 
unique calling.  
 
2. The Lord Is Like A Teacher 
 
The Lord is not only an artist who has formed and fashioned the universe, 
as well as we human beings, we also find the Lord comparing Himself to a 
Teacher. He is One who instruct us. In the Book of Isaiah we read: 
 

Many people will come and say, “Let’s go to the mountain of the 
LORD God of Jacob and worship in his temple.” The LORD will 
teach us his Law from Jerusalem, and we will obey him (Isaiah 2:3 
CEV). 

 
We are all constantly learning. It should be our desire to have the Lord as 
our teacher. 
 
God desires to teach His people. The same truth is found in the Book of 
Jeremiah. It records the following promise of God: 
 

“But this is the promise that I will make to Israel after those days,” 
declares the LORD: “I will put my teachings inside them, and I will 
write those teachings on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will 
be my people (Jeremiah 31:33 God’s Word) 
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The Lord desires to put His teachings inside each of our hearts. 
 
Therefore, we are His students, and we are to learn from His teachings. We 
are to listen and then obey. 
 
Jesus repeated the same thing in the New Testament. He said that we to 
come to Him and that we are to learn from Him: 
 

If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens, come to me and I will 
give you rest. Take the yoke I give you. Put it on your shoulders and 
learn from me. I am gentle and humble, and you will find rest (Matthew 
11:28-29 CEV). 

 
The Lord is our Teacher. We need to learn from Him. 
 
3. God Is Like A Warrior Or Soldier 
 
The Bible also compares God to a warrior or a soldier. The psalmist made 
this comparison of the Lord whom he called the “King of glory:” 
  

Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, 
mighty in battle (Psalm 24:8 HCSB). 

 
Thus, we find that the Bible compares the Lord, the God of the Bible to a 
warrior. This brings up the question, “In what sense is the Lord a warrior?”  
 
Simply put, the Lord fights the battles for those who are His. This is truly 
a comforting and encouraging thought. 
 
4. The Lord Is Like A Shepherd 
 
One of the most famous biblical analogies is the comparison of God to a 
shepherd. Indeed, the idea that the Lord is a shepherd to His people is a 
common theme in the Old Testament.  
 
The well-known passage, Psalm 23, portrays the Lord as the “Good 
Shepherd” who meets all of our needs. It begins by saying the following 
comforting words: 
 

The LORD is my shepherd. I am never in need (Psalm 23:1 God’s 
Word) 

 
At every moment of our life, the Lord, the shepherd is with us. 
Consequently, we are never really in need for the Good Shepherd meets 
our needs. 
 
We are also told that the Lord is a shepherd to Israel, His chosen people.  
 
In the Book of Ezekiel we read the following: 
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You, my sheep, are the sheep in my pasture. You are mortal, and I am 
your God, declares the Almighty LORD (Ezekiel 34:31 God’s Word) 

 
In the New Testament, Jesus said that He Himself is the good shepherd 
who gives His life for His sheep: 
 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep 
(John 10:11 God’s Word). 
 

As is true with the other images, or analogies, which the Lord provides of 
Himself, the idea of a Good Shepherd constantly watching over His sheep 
is of the utmost comfort. Indeed, the sheep are always protected whenever 
the shepherd is nearby. 
 
Conclusion: These Images Are Reassuring To Believers 
 
The fact that the Lord has portrayed Himself with images such as an artist, 
teacher, warrior and shepherd are reassuring to believers. We can take 
comfort in these images of a God who cares about us and provides for us. 
 
Summary To Question 25  
Why Does The Bible Portray God Through Various Occupations?  
(Artist, Teacher, Warrior, Shepherd) 

 
The Bible compares God to a number of different vocations or 
occupations. All of these help us better understand His character.  
 
For one thing, He is compared to an artist. The entire universe is a 
testimony to His grand design. The Bible says that the heavens give 
testimony to His glory and majesty. Every time we look around, we see His 
handiwork. 
 
The Lord is also a Teacher. He instructs His people in the right paths. Jesus, 
for example, said that we are to learn from Him.   
 
Another encouraging illustration is that the Lord is compared to warrior. 
He fights the battles for His people. This tells us that we are not alone. 
Furthermore, there is no way in which we can lose if the Lord is fighting 
the battle. 
 
One of the commonest comparisons is the Lord to a shepherd. This is 
found in both testaments. In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus is the 
“Good Shepherd” who gives His life for His sheep.  
 
Indeed, as long as the shepherd is near, the sheep are safe. The Bible says 
that the Good Shepherd is always near His sheep. 
 
These comparisons are very encouraging to believers. They help us better 
understand the God of Scripture and how He looks after us. We get a 
glimpse of His great care and concern for us with these analogies. 
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Question 26 
 

What Is The Significance Of God Being  
A Rescuer Or Deliverer Of His People?  

 
One of the ways in which God is portrayed to humans is as a Rescuer, 
Deliverer, or Savior of His people. This is a common theme in Scripture. 
God’s people are in trouble and the Lord rescues them. We find this in 
both testaments. The following observations are necessary to make. 
 
God’s Deliverance In The Old Testament 
 
The entire history of the Old Testament contains one account after another 
of the Lord delivering His people. This involved delivering the entire 
nation from slavery in Egypt, delivering the nation from enemies who 
wanted to destroy them on the way to the Promised Land, and then 
rescuing them from enemies when they had inhabited the Promised Land. 
Indeed, we have one example after another of the Lord rescuing His 
people. 
 
1. Deliverance From The Bondage Of Egypt: The Exodus  
 
The key event in the Old Testament was the deliverance of the nation of 
Israel from the bondage of Egypt. Indeed, hundreds of years after the Lord 
had delivered the people of Israel from Egypt, He again reminded them of 
what He had done. The prophet Isaiah records the following words: 
 

I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. Egypt 
is the ransom I exchanged for you. Sudan and Seba are the price I paid 
for you. . . I alone am the LORD, and there is no savior except me 
(Isaiah 43:3,11 God’s Word). 

 
This statement sums it all up. He was their only Savior or Deliverer. The 
only reason they were able to inherit the Land of Promise is through the 
miraculous deliverance of the Lord. There was no possible way that they 
could do it on their own. 
 
2. Deliverance On The Way To The Land 
 
While Israel was on its way to the Land of Promise, the Lord delivered 
them from a number of enemies. For example, we read in the Book of 
Numbers: 
 

When the Canaanite king of Arad who dwelt in the Negev heard that 
Israel was coming along the way of Atharim, he fought against Israel 
and took some of them prisoner. So Israel made a vow to the Lord 
and said, “If you will indeed deliver this people into our hand, then we 
will utterly destroy their cities.” The Lord listened to the voice of Israel 
and delivered up the Canaanites, and they utterly destroyed them and 
their cities. So the name of the place was called Hormah (Numbers 21-
1-2 NET). 
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Here we find an illustration of the Lord delivering His people from the 
Canaanites just like He had previously promised. 
 
In another instance of God’s deliverance on the way to the Promised Land, 
we read the following account: 
 

Then they turned and went up by the road to Bashan. And King Og 
of Bashan and all his forces went out against them to the battle at 
Edrei. And the Lord said to Moses, “Do not fear him, for I have 
delivered him and all his people and his land into your hand. You will 
do to him what you did to King Sihon of the Amorites, who lived in 
Heshbon.” So they defeated Og, his sons, and all his people, until there 
were no survivors, and they possessed his land (Numbers 21:33-35 
NET).  

 
Not only did God miraculously rescue the people from Egypt, He delivered 
them while they were on the way to the Land of Promise. 
 
3. Deliverance In The Land Of Promise 

 
There are also many examples of the Lord delivering His people once they 
had occupied the land. Indeed, they are numerous. There was seemingly an 
endless cycle of the people falling into sin, being harassed by their enemies, 
crying out to God, and then God delivering them. 
 
From the Old Testament, it is clear that the Lord, the God of Israel, 
continually rescued His people from the various enemies in which they 
found themselves entangled.  

 
4. God’s Deliverance In The New Testament: Jesus Christ 
 
In the New Testament, we find that the theme of God’s deliverance of His 
people centers around the Deliverer, or Savior, who came into the world—
Jesus Christ. However, Jesus did not merely deliver one nation from its 
problems. Rather His death on the cross has delivered the entire human 
race from the penalty of sin. 
 
When Paul wrote to the Galatians, he likened Jesus to one who redeems or 
buys humanity out of the slavery of sin. He put it this way: 
 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 
us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree” 
(Galatians 3:13 NIV). 

 
Jesus Christ became a curse on our behalf so that we do not have to suffer. 
He took the curse which was meant for us. 
 
In a similar illustration, Paul reminded the Corinthians that Christ has 
bought us out of the slave market of sin.  
 
Therefore, we ought to glorify Christ with our bodies: 
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For you were bought at a price. Therefore glorify God with your body 
(1 Corinthians 6:20 NET). 
 

Again, we find the Bible stressing the fact that we do not belong to 
ourselves. Indeed, we belong to Him—for He has bought us from the slave 
market of sin. 
 
Peter emphasized that God the Father redeemed or rescued us with the 
most precious thing He had, His only son. He wrote: 

 
You know that from your empty way of life inherited from your 
ancestors you were ransomed—not by perishable things like silver or 
gold, but by precious blood like that of an unblemished and spotless 
lamb, namely Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19 NET). 

 
While Jesus’ death on the cross delivers humanity from the penalty of sin, 
it only becomes meaningful for us when we individually apply His death to 
our own lives.  
 
In other words, while His death removed the sin barrier between us and a 
Holy God, it is only when we place our faith in Him as Savior that His 
death has meaning for us. This is why trusting Jesus Christ for our sins is 
absolutely essential. 
 
Conclusion: We Have Another Example Of God’s Care 
 
The fact that God continuously rescued or delivered His people from their 
problems provides a further example of His care and concern for the 
human race. We know of His loving care for us because time after time He 
has delivered His people. As all of us can personally testify, He is still 
delivering His people today! 
 
Summary To Question 26   
What Is The Significance Of God Being A  
Rescuer Or Deliverer Of His People?  

 
The God of the Bible is a God who is involved with humanity. From the 
first page until the last, His involvement is seen in Him rescuing or 
delivering His people from trouble.   
 
In the Old Testament, the greatest example of this deliverance was the 
Exodus of the children of Israel from the bondage of Egypt. This great 
miracle revealed His mighty power for all to see. 
 
But the Lord did not stop there. We also find the Lord saving or rescuing 
the people while they were on their way to the Promised Land.  
 
Indeed, there are a number of episodes recorded in Scripture where the 
Lord protected and delivered them as they were going to the land of 
promise. 
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When they were in the Promised Land, He also delivered them from their 
enemies on many occasions. In reality, time after time, we read of the 
people falling into sin, and then being surrounded by their enemies. They 
would then call upon the Lord and He would deliver them. This is a 
constant theme in the Old Testament. 
 
In the New Testament, the emphasis is on the deliverance from sin that 
came about through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. He is portrayed 
as buying humanity out from the slave market of sin. Previously we were 
slaves. His death paid the price for our freedom from slavery. We now 
belong to Him and are no longer slaves to sin. 
 
The fact is this: Jesus Christ has rescued us in the past. But this is certainly 
not the end of His rescuing of us.  
 
Indeed, He continues to rescue His people from sin in this fallen world. In 
fact, until we see him face-to-face, we will always need to call upon this 
important aspect of His character. 
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Question 27 
 

If God Is Concerned About Humanity Then Why Is He  
Compared To A Ruling King And A Judge?  

 
The Bible portrays the God of Scripture in a number of family and personal 
relationships. This includes such illustrations as a father, mother, husband, 
groom, and friend. These comparisons show His continued interest in us. 
 
Scripture also portrays God as acting like an artist, soldier or warrior, and 
shepherd. Again, we find the care and concern of God shown through 
these comparisons. 
 
These various analogies demonstrate God’s care and concern for us.  
 
However, there is one analogy of God that Scripture gives which seems to 
portray God as someone who is distant or aloof from His creation. It is 
that of a ruling monarch or king. Since this is one of the major themes of 
Scripture, it is important that we understand the particular sense in which 
God is a “King.” The evidence is as follows. 
 
God Is A King 
 
As we study the Bible, we find that one of the most frequent analogies of 
the Lord is that of a ruling King. According to Scripture, the Lord is the 
King of the entire universe. Indeed, everything is under His rule. 
 
This theme is found in both testaments. In the Old Testament we find that 
the city of Jerusalem will be the place from where the Lord eventually rules. 
For example, we read the following predictions in the Book of Jeremiah. It 
says: 
 

At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the LORD, and all 
nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, 
and they shall no longer stubbornly follow their own evil will (Jeremiah 
3:17 CEV). 

 
The city of Jerusalem will be the place of God’s rule. All the nations shall 
go there because the Lord will have His special presence in that city. While 
God is certainly not limited to one particular place, the city of Jerusalem 
will be the place where the God sits on the throne. 
 
The idea that the coming King will rule from the city of Jerusalem is also 
taught in the writings of Isaiah. It says:  
 

In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all 
nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many 
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peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor 
will they train for war anymore (Isaiah 2:2-4 NIV). 

 
Here again we find God portrayed as a ruling king over all people. 
 
Consequently, there is no doubt that the God of the Bible is compared to 
an absolute Monarch or Ruler. However, this could give us the wrong 
impression of His character. While the God of the Bible is indeed a King, 
He is a King who cares about His people.  
 
This is crucial to understand. He is not a King who issues decrees and 
orders apart from the concern and care of His people. In fact, His 
commands have our best interest in mind. Once we understand this, it 
removes the idea of a King merely issuing commands without any concern 
for His subjects. This is not how the God of the Bible is portrayed. He is 
a caring King! 
 
God Is A Judge 
 
There is another analogy of God which causes people to fear him. Indeed, 
another main theme of Scripture is that the God of the Bible is a “Judge.” 
The patriarch Abraham recognized this when he said to the Lord: 
 

You surely wouldn’t let them be killed when you destroy the evil ones. 
You are the judge of all the earth, and you do what is right (Genesis 
18:25 CEV). 

 
God is indeed the Judge of the entire earth, but He is a righteous Judge. As 
Abraham emphasized, He always does that which is right. 
 
Jesus Is The Righteous Judge 
 
The same thought is found in the New Testament. However, this time 
judgment is attributed to God the Son, Jesus Christ. He will one day judge 
both the living and the dead.  
 
The Apostle Peter made this plain when speaking to a group of Gentiles 
who wanted to know the truth of the Lord. He said that God the Son, Jesus 
Christ, is the One who will judge the world:  
 

God told us to announce clearly to the people that Jesus is the one he 
has chosen to judge the living and the dead (Acts 10:42 CEV). 

 
One day, God will judge the human race through Jesus Christ. His 
judgment will be fair. 
 
The Great White Throne Judgment 
 
There is also the awesome image found in the Book of Revelation of the 
Lord judging humanity at the Great White Throne. These words speak for 
themselves: 



            God Has Spoken To Us 

© Don Stewart 133 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth 
and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And 
I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The 
dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades 
gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged 
according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone's 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15 NIV). 

 
While humans like to think of God in terms of a loving Father or shepherd, 
we do not like to think of Him in terms of a Judge. Indeed, of all the images 
the Bible gives us of the Lord, this is probably the least popular.  
 
However, this is part of His character. Yet again we must understand 
exactly the sense God is going to be a “Judge.” 
 
He Will Condemn The Ungodly But Reward The Righteous 
 
This judgment of the Lord has two aspects. To the unbeliever, His 
judgment will be one of condemnation. Indeed, as we just read, those 
whose names are not found written in the Book of Life will be sent away 
to eternal damnation in the lake of fire. God, the righteous and holy One, 
will sentence these people to what they deserve. 
 
On the other hand, those who are His children will not be condemned. 
Instead of condemnation, we have received mercy. Our “judgment day” 
will actually be “reward day.”  
 
When we come face to face with the Lord, we will not be condemned for 
our sins but rather rewarded for our service. The penalty for our sins has 
been taken away by Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. He took the 
condemnation for us.  
 
Thus, believers do not need to fear the punishment of God because this 
has already taken place for us.  
 
Therefore, we have quite the contrast when we view the Lord as the 
“Judge.” There is condemnation and damnation for unbelievers while we 
find mercy and rewards for believers. 
 
Conclusion To The Various Images Of God Found In Scripture 
 
From the various analogies of God given in Scripture, we can conclude 
that God is concerned with each of us. He is a God who is not aloof— 
rather He is intimately concerned about those whom He has created.  
 
In sum, these images of the Lord should inspire our confidence in Him.  
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Summary To Question 27     
If God Is Concerned About Humanity, Then Why Is He Compared 
To A Ruling King And A Judge? 
 
The God of the Bible is portrayed in Scripture through a number of 
different analogies. While many of them testify to His desire to be 
personally involved in our lives, there is also the analogy of the Lord as a 
ruling monarch, or king. He rules over His subjects.  
 
This analogy of the Lord as a ruling King must be properly understood. 
The Bible says that He will rule as an absolute Monarch whose word is law. 
This conjures up the image of someone who is aloof and uncaring. Yet this 
is not the portrait of God which is found in Scripture.  
 
Yes, the Lord is a King, but He is a caring King. He is intimately concerned 
with His subjects. Once this is understood the analogy of the Lord being a 
King is not frightful. 
 
The Bible also portrays God as a “Judge.” Again, this can present a frightful 
image. Indeed, in the past the portrayal of God as the Judge of humanity 
has been depicted in a fearsome way.  
 
As we look at the biblical evidence, we discover that there is some truth to 
this. Indeed, for the unbelievers there will come a day when the Lord judges 
them. Their judgment will be one of condemnation. They will be sent away 
from His presence for all eternity. Eternal damnation or condemnation is 
their fate. Thus, in this instance, the picture of God as “Judge” is something 
frightful. 
 
However, it does not have to be this way for everyone. For those who have 
trusted Him the judgment we receive is not one of condemnation but 
rather one of reward. Jesus Christ has taken our punishment, our 
condemnation.  
 
For the believer, “judgment day” will be “reward day.” Rather than 
something to be feared, it is something for which to look forward. Thus, 
there is the contrast between the believer and the unbeliever in the way the 
Lord is viewed as a “Judge.” 
 
These illustrations of a King and a Judge are not as popular among people 
as the Lord being a Shepherd or a Savior. Yet they are given to us in 
Scripture, and they need to be understood and appreciated. Once 
understood, they should help us be grateful for who God is, as well as what 
He has done for us. 
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Question 28 
 

Did God Create Humanity Because  
He Needed Our Love? 

 
Oftentimes we hear people say that God created humanity because He 
needed someone to love. Since He is the only God who exists, He was 
alone—lonely by Himself. Therefore, He created the human race because 
He needed our love. Now that we exist, He has someone to love and 
consequently He is no longer lonely. 
 
Does God need our love? Did He create humanity because of some deep 
need? What does the Bible say about this important subject? 
 
1. God Needs Nothing: He Is Complete In Himself 
 
The answer to this question is simple. God did not create humanity because 
of His need for someone to love. God does not need anything to exist. He 
is adequate in Himself. His existence is not dependent upon angels, other 
supernatural beings, or human beings. Indeed, He is complete in Himself. 
Jesus said the following of God the Father: 
 

For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to 
have life in Himself (John 5:26 NKJV). 

 
The God of the Bible is the only being who has life in Himself. He is totally 
independent of everything else.  
 
The Apostle Paul, while speaking to people on Mars Hill in the city of 
Athens, affirmed God’s self-existence. He said: 

 
The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor 
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things (Acts 17:24,25 
NRSV). 

    
He is the one who is the Creator of all things. Consequently, as Paul stresses 
here, the Lord needs nothing. 
 
The God of Scripture says that “everything” belongs to Him. The Lord 
made the following statement that is recorded in the Book of Job: 
 

Who has given me anything that I need to pay back? Everything under 
heaven is mine (Job 41:11 NLT).  

 
The complete adequacy of God is a theme that is found in both the Old 
and New Testaments. Those who mistakenly think that God created 
humanity because He needed love do not fully comprehend the situation. 
He does not need us! 
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2. He Is A Trinity: There Has Been Love Between The 
Members For All Eternity 

 
There is something else that needs to be emphasized. Before angels, other 
heavenly beings, or humankind were created, there was God. God, by 
nature, is a Trinity. The Trinity is comprised of three distinct persons— 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 
While there is only one God, within the nature of the one God are these 
three distinct persons or three centers of consciousness. They are co-equal 
and co-eternal.  
 
Consequently, within the Trinity there was already love and 
communication before God created anything. The members of the 
Godhead were complete. Therefore, there was nothing lacking with the 
triune God that made Him create humanity. 
 
The Bible also says that Jesus and the Father shared glory. On the night of 
His betrayal, Jesus said the following to God the Father in prayer: 
 

And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth. I brought glory to 
you here on earth by doing everything you told me to do. And now, 
Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began (John 
17:3-5 NLT). 

 
They shared glory with each other. As distinct from one another they could 
love and communicate with each other. 
 
Jesus also acknowledged in His prayer to God the Father that there was 
love between the Father and the Son before the world was created: 
 

Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with 
me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you 
loved me before the foundation of the world (John 17:24 NRSV). 

 
Since there was this love between the members of the Trinity, the God of 
the Bible was complete. Indeed, He needed nothing. 
 
3. Humanity Was Created To Glorify God 
 
If that was the case, that God needs nothing, then why was humanity 
created? What was the reason or purpose?  
 
We find from Scripture that Humankind was created to glorify God. We 
were put on earth with a genuine choice to trust God or to disobey Him. 
We have the opportunity to choose God and enjoy Him for all eternity.  
 
We Should Seek The Lord 
 
In that same speech on Mars Hill, the Apostle Paul said that our purpose 
was to seek the Lord. He said to the crowd that had gathered: 
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From one man he created all the nations throughout the whole earth. 
He decided beforehand which should rise and fall, and he determined 
their boundaries. “His purpose in all of this was that the nations should 
seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—
though he is not far from any one of us. For in him we live and move 
and exist. As one of your own poets says, ‘We are his offspring’ (Acts 
17:26-28 NLT). 

 
When we seek Him, we shall indeed find Him. In fact, Scripture 
emphasizes that He is actually seeking us rather than we are seeking Him. 
 
We Have Been Created For His Glory 
 
The Bible also says that God said that He created us for His own glory. 
Isaiah the prophet records God saying: 
 

All who claim me as their God will come, for I have made them for 
my glory. It was I who created them (Isaiah 43:7 NLT). 

 
Humans have been made for the glory of God. 
 
When the Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians, he said that our lives are 
to be for the praise of His glory. He put it this way: 
 

Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an 
inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes 
everything work out according to his plan. God’s purpose was that we 
Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would bring praise and glory 
to God (Ephesians 1:11,12 NLT). 

  
The Message paraphrases these verses as follows:  
 

It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. 
Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his 
eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall 
purpose he is working out in everything and everyone (Ephesians 
1:11,12 MsgB). 

 
His glory should be our ultimate concern. When we glorify the Lord, we 
find our true purpose in life. 
 
This is further confirmed in Scripture. In the Book of Revelation, we read 
the twenty-four elders testifying to the purpose of God’s creation. They 
said: 
 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were 
created (Revelation 4:11 NRSV). 

 
He is worthy to receive honor and glory. Again, when we glorify Him, He, 
in turn, blesses us. 
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Therefore, if we follow the instructions that God has given us, then we can 
realize the purpose of our existence. If we do not obey Him, then we will 
not realize our purpose. 
 
Does This Mean That Human Beings Are Irrelevant? 
 
If God does not need human beings, or anything else, does this mean that 
we are irrelevant in the universe? The answer is certainly “No.” Scripture 
says the following. 

 
We Have Infinite Worth: Jesus Proved That 
 
Human beings are of infinite worth to the Creator. The Bible says that the 
God of the Bible gave the most precious thing in the universe for our 
salvation—the blood of God the Son, Jesus Christ. Peter wrote: 
 

For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life 
you inherited from your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not 
mere gold or silver. He paid for you with the precious lifeblood of 
Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God (1 Peter 1:18,19 NLT). 

 
The ransom which God paid for our sins was with the most priceless thing 
available, the life of God the Son. This means that we have infinite worth. 
 
Paul wrote about the great love of God for humanity. He said that God 
loves us even when we were His enemies. He put it this way: 
 

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and 
died for us sinners. Now, no one is likely to die for a good person, 
though someone might be willing to die for a person who is especially 
good. But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 
for us while we were still sinners (Romans 5:6-8 NLT). 

 
This is another example of our worth to God. While we were His enemies, 
Jesus Christ died for us. 
 
Scripture says that God has an everlasting love for humanity. The psalmist 
wrote about the thoughts that God has for us, they are countless: 
 

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum 
of them! I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to 
the end—I am still with you (Psalm 139:17,18 NRSV). 

 
God’s thoughts are compared to the countless numbers of grains of sand 
that are on the seashore. In other words, He never stops thinking of us. 
 
Therefore, human beings are certainly not irrelevant in the universe. The 
Creator of the universe, because of His great love for us, sent His Son to 
die on our behalf.  
 
We have this infinite worth because God has made us worthy through Jesus 
Christ.  
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We Can Bring Joy To God 
 
There is something else. Humans can actually bring joy to God. The 
prophet Zephaniah wrote about God singing because of our obedience: 
 

The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take 
great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over 
you with singing (Zephaniah 3:17 NIV). 

 
The Contemporary English Version puts it this way: 
 

The LORD your God wins victory after victory and is always with you. 
He celebrates and sings because of you, and he will refresh your life 
with his love (Zephaniah 3:17 CEV). 

 
What a great thought! We can bring joy to the Creator. He actually rejoices 
over us with singing. 
 
Isaiah the prophet wrote about God rejoicing over His children. He put it 
this way: 
 

Your children will commit themselves to you, O Jerusalem, just as a 
young man commits himself to his bride. Then God will rejoice over 
you as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride (Isaiah 62:5 NLT).   

 
The Message paraphrases this verse as follows: 
 

For as a young man marries his virgin bride, so your builder marries 
you, And as a bridegroom is happy in his bride, so your God is happy 
with you (Isaiah 62:5 MsgB). 

 
Therefore, when all the evidence is considered, we find that we humans 
have tremendous worth because of our loving Creator God. 
 
God Will Bless Us When We Do Right 
 
The Bible also says that God always blesses those believers who do the 
right thing. We read the following in the Book of Micah: 
 

Descendants of Jacob, is it right for you to claim that the LORD did 
what he did because he was angry? Doesn’t he always bless those who 
do right? (Micah 2:7 CEV). 

 
God will bless those who do what is right. Therefore, when we honor Him, 
as the Bible commands us to do, He will honor us.  
 
Indeed, the Lord has said: 
 

I will honor those who honor me (1 Samuel 2:30 NLT). 
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Conclusion: God Did Not Create  
Us Because Of Any Need That He Had 
 
The Bible makes it clear that God needs nothing. Certainly, He does not 
need human beings. Therefore, the creation of the human race was not for 
the purpose to meet some particular need that God had. However, we are 
by no means irrelevant in God’s great universe. 
 
Summary To Question 28    
Did God Create Humanity Because He Needed Our Love?   
 
Often, we are told that God created humanity because He needed 
something. Supposedly there was something lacking in His existence or 
character. This is why the human race was created. It met a real need which 
God had. 
 
However, the Bible says that the creation of the human race was not to 
meet some need that God had. Indeed, the God of the Bible has no needs. 
He is completely independent of all things. He needs nothing because 
everything belongs to Him.  
 
We discover that God created humanity for our benefit, not His. The Bible 
says it was not for our purposes, but rather for His purposes, that we were 
created.  
 
The human race is here to glorify God. When we do glorify the Lord we 
find the true meaning of our existence. When we try to glorify our own 
sinful selves, we find no real meaning. 
 
However, the fact that God does not need us, or our love, does not make 
us irrelevant in the universe. We are the crown of God’s creation and the 
object of His everlasting love. Our worth to the God of the Bible was 
plainly demonstrated when God the Father sent God the Son, Jesus Christ, 
to die for our sins.  
 
The fact that God gave something of infinite worth for our sins, the life of 
God the Son, should tell us that He finds true worth in us. 
 
Scripture also tells us that we can bring joy to Him. In fact, the Bible says 
that the Lord sings when we obey Him! This should encourage us to live 
for Him. 
 
In sum, we find that the God of the Bible has no needs. He did not need 
to create us. Yet, far from being irrelevant, God gave the most precious 
thing which He had to save us from our sins—the life of God the Son. 
Knowing this should give us a feeling of great worth. 
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Question 29 
 

Why Did God Create Humanity If He  
Knew There Would Be So Much Pain?  

 
When God created the world as well as the human race He gave humanity 
a choice. In doing so, He knew that Adam and Eve, the first humans, would 
disobey Him. Since God knows everything, He was certainly aware that 
suffering and pain would follow.  
 
If this be the case, then why did He create humanity in the first place? Why 
create us if it was going to cause so much pain and suffering? 
 
As we look at the situation, we discover that there are several options that 
God had. 
  
Option 1:  God Could Have Chosen Not To Create 
 
First, there is the option that God could have chosen not to create 
humanity at all. If He exercised this option, then this would not be an issue 
and we would not be having this discussion. Yet, He did create the human 
race. We are here. 
 
Option 2:  He Could Have Made Us Like Robots 
 
There is a second option. God could have made human beings robots 
without the ability to choose anything. If that was the case, then there 
would not have been sin. There also would not have been choice. If 
everything were programmed, then humanity would not have any 
significance.  
 
There would be no such thing as love or meaning to life. We would be no 
better than a machine. However, God did not exercise this option. 
 
Option 3: Humanity Had A Choice: They Chose To Sin 
 
There is a third option, the one which God chose to exercise. He decided 
to make humans with a free will, with legitimate choice. Making choices is 
part of being a genuine person. When He gave humans choice, the 
possibility of disobedience was real. When the first humans disobeyed, pain 
and sorrow became a reality.   
 
For humanity to have any significance there must be a choice. Humankind 
exercised that choice and rebelled against God. This is why there is pain 
and suffering.  
 
The choice of the first humans, Adam and Eve, brought sin into the world. 
God decided to create humanity with choice. Because of their wrong 
choice, men and women now experience such things as hate, pain, and 
suffering.  
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We Are Not Told Why He Did This 
 
This is what God chose to do. However, God does not tell us why He 
created humankind with the ability to choose. The Bible merely says that 
this is the manner in which God made man and woman.  
 
Scripture also emphasizes that God’s ways are not the same as ours. He 
does not act like us or think like us. 
 
The prophet Isaiah recorded God saying: 
 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” 
says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” 
(Isaiah 55:8,9 NKJV). 

 
We cannot understand the ways and thoughts of God. It is beyond our 
capacity to comprehend them. 
 
The Apostle Paul told the church at Rome about the unfathomable ways 
of the Lord. He wrote the following: 
 

Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How 
impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways! 
(Romans 11:33 NLT). 

 
The Message paraphrases it this way: 
 

Have you ever come on anything quite like this extravagant generosity 
of God, this deep, deep wisdom? It's way over our heads. We’ll never 
figure it out (Romans 11:33 MsgB). 

 
Indeed, we will never be able to figure it out.  
 
Therefore, any answer we could give to this question would only be 
speculation since God has not specifically told us why He did it this way.  
 
Consequently, our answer to this question can only be partial. God has not 
told us the specifics as to why He has done what He has done with respect 
to creating the human race. Yet, we know that God is good and always has 
our best in mind. This should be a sufficient answer for us. 
 
Summary To Question 29  
Why Did God Create Humanity If He Knew  
There Would Be So Much Pain? 
 
The present universe consists of pain and suffering. Nobody doubts that. 
In addition, nobody doubts the fact God did indeed know that humanity 
was eventually going to sin when He created Adam and Eve.  
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Given these facts, why did God create the human race in the first place if 
He knew they would rebel against Him and cause all this pain and 
suffering? 
 
The choices God had are limited. He could have chosen not to create 
seeing that He knew the eventual pain and suffering which would result. 
Yet He did not exercise this option. 
 
It is also possible that God could have made human beings without any 
choice whatsoever. If He did this, then sin would have never entered the 
universe. There would be no pain or suffering. Neither would there be any 
meaning. To have meaning, there must be choice. Choice brings the risk 
of making the wrong decision.  
 
God decided to exercise another option. He gave the first humans genuine 
choice. They chose to rebel against Him. This is why we find ourselves in 
the situation in which we are in. Adam and Eve made the wrong choice. 
 
This tells us “what” the Lord decided to do. As to why He still created 
humankind, with the knowledge that humanity would bring sin into the 
world, we are not told. We are only told that He has done it this way. Since 
God has not explained His motives, it would be fruitless for us to speculate. 
No one knows the answer because God has not revealed it to us. 
 
However, we do know that the God of the Bible is a good God. He always 
has the best interest of His people in mind. For whatever reason or reasons 
that He chose to create the human race we can be assured that they are 
good reasons. In the end, this is all that we really need to know. 
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Question 30 

Is It Necessary For Unbelievers To Know God? 
 
If we grant that knowledge about God is possible, and that believers in 
Jesus Christ do have personal knowledge of God, then the natural question 
that arises concerns unbelievers. Is it possible for them to know God?  
 
A number of points need to be made as we address this question. 
 
1. Unbelievers Need To Know God 
 
Scripture is clear on this matter. It is not only possible for unbelievers to 
know the God of the Bible—it is an absolutely essential. Having God in 
one’s life is not a luxury; it is a necessity. It is crucial for those who do not 
believe in Jesus Christ to come to an understanding and trust in the God 
of Scripture.  
 
We know that humanity certainly has the desire to know the true and living 
God. This was expressed long ago in the Book of Job: 
 

If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling (Job 
23:3 NIV). 
 

This is the heart cry of so many people. If I only knew where to find Him, 
where can I discover God? The good news is that a personal knowledge of 
the living God is something which is possible. We can know God!  
 
2. It Is Our Choice To Obey Or Disobey God 
 
While knowledge of God is truly possible, the Bible says that we humans 
do have a choice in the matter. We can choose to serve God or choose to 
disobey Him. It is our choice.  
 
Joshua told the children of Israel of the choices they had. He said: 
 

And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region 
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15 
ESV). 

 
The people were told to make their own choice. They were to either follow 
the Lord or reject Him. Ultimately, it was up to them. 
 
3. God Offers Unbelievers An Identity,  

A Purpose And A Destiny 
 
Whether an individual ultimately chooses to trust the God of the Bible, or 
to reject Him, it is clear that we all need God. He provides for us an 
identity, a purpose, and a destiny.  The evidence is as follows. 
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Unbelievers Are Lost In Sin: They Need To Be Saved 
 
To begin with, unbelievers are in a state of sin. Each of us has been born 
separated from the living God. Paul wrote to the Ephesians believers about 
their former state of unbelief. He spoke of them being doomed because of 
their sins: 
 

Once you were dead, doomed forever because of your many sins. You 
used to live just like the rest of the world, full of sin, obeying Satan, 
the mighty prince of the power of the air. He is the spirit at work in 
the hearts of those who refuse to obey God (Ephesians 2:1-2 NLT). 

 
All of us are born spiritually dead. Indeed, Scripture says that there is a 
spiritual blindfold which is around the eyes of all lost sinners. Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians about this spiritual blindfold which keeps them from 
understanding the message of Christ: 
 

So if the Good News that we tell others is covered with a veil, it is 
hidden from those who are dying. The god of this world has blinded 
the minds of those who don’t believe. As a result, they don’t see the 
light of the Good News about Christ’s glory. It is Christ who is God’s 
image (2 Corinthians 4:3,4 God’s Word). 
 

This spiritual blindfold needs to be removed for unbelievers to see 
spiritually. It is only the gospel of Jesus Christ which can do this. 
 
Once We Believe In Jesus We Understand  
Who We Are: Our Identity 
 
Because we are born spiritually dead, and blinded by sin, we need the Lord 
to tell us who we are. God does indeed tell us who we are, our genuine 
identity. We human beings are here by design, not by chance. We have been 
made in the image of the God of the Bible.  
 
We read the following in the Book of Genesis: 
 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 
the earth” (Genesis 1:26 NRSV). 

 
The Message paraphrases this verse as follows: 
 

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them 
reflecting our nature So they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, 
the birds in the air, the cattle, And, yes, Earth itself, and every animal 
that moves on the face of Earth” (Genesis 1:26 MsgB). 

    
Humanity was created in God’s image. This means we have the ability to 
love, communicate, and think. We also have the chance to know God on a 
personal level. This fact separates us from the animal kingdom.  
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In fact, the Bible puts humanity on an entirely different level than the 
animals. Human beings are not animals. For one thing, animals do not have 
the ability to know and worship God.  
 
Indeed, God gave humanity the assignment to have charge over the animal 
kingdom. Animals were created for humankind. It is only human beings 
that God provides with a genuine identity; we are the crown of His creation. 
This is our true identity. 
 
Believers Have A Purpose In This Life 
 
The Bible not only gives us this identity, as a unique creation of God, it 
also gives us a purpose for living. We are here to glorify God with our lives. 
Within the pages of the Bible, we have a guidebook on how we can relate 
to God, as well as how we are to conduct ourselves with one another.  
 
God has promised to guide us. The Bible says: 
 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your paths straight (Proverbs 3:5,6 NIV). 

 
We do not need to grope in the dark. God’s Word is our guide that tells us 
His plan, as well as how we should live. When we have a relationship with 
the living God our lives take on a real purpose. Thus, we not only know 
who we are we also know why we are here. 
 
Believers Know Their Destiny 
 
The God of the Bible also provides for us a destiny. We know that this life 
is not all that there is. Scripture promises a conscious existence beyond the 
grave. God provides for us the assurance that we will spend eternity in His 
presence.  
 
John wrote to believers emphasizing that they can know that they have 
eternal life: 
 

I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may 
know you have eternal life (1 John 5:13 NLT). 

 
By believing in Jesus Christ we can know that we have eternal life. This 
salvation is not something which we merely hope for.  
 
Believers Are Joint Heirs With Jesus: We Share His Treasures 
   
God has made those who trust in Jesus Christ joint heirs to all that is His. 
Paul said the following to the Romans: 
 

For his Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and tells us that we 
are God's children. And since we are his children, we will share his 
treasures—for everything God gives to his Son, Christ, is ours, too. 
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But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering 
(Romans 8:16,17 NLT). 

 
Since we belong to His family, we are heirs to all that is His. Indeed, we 
share His treasures. This is what is promised to all believers. 
 
Those Reject Him Have No Real Identity Or Purpose 
 
Those who reject the God of Scripture not only lose the present benefits 
in this life of having a God-given identity and a real purpose, they also will 
lose the eternal benefits by being separated from God. The Bible speaks of 
a coming punishment for those who do not believe.  
 
Paul wrote of this in his letter to the Thessalonians: 
 

And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also 
for us when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who 
don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the Good News of 
our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction, 
forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power (2 
Thessalonians 1:7-9 NLT). 

 
Jesus said that He would tell many on Judgment Day that He never knew 
them. These people were not true believers. In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus said: 
 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 
On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of 
power in your name?’ Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
go away from me, you evildoers’ (Matthew 7:21-23 NRSV). 

 
Therefore, not everyone who calls themselves a believer truly is a believer. 
Judgment day will separate the believers from the unbelievers. 
 
Conclusion: It Is Essential For Unbelievers  
To Trust Christ As Savior 
 
Because of these truths, it is necessary to non-believers to enter into a 
personal relationship with God though Jesus Christ. Indeed, this is their 
only hope. Apart from Christ there is no hope for them whatsoever. 
 
Summary To Question 30  
Is It Necessary For Unbelievers To Know God? 
 
Human beings have a genuine choice as to whether or not to have God in 
their life. Having God, through Jesus Christ, in one’s life is a necessity. This 
is true for both now and for eternity. A person can only find genuine 
fulfillment in God through Jesus Christ.  
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For one thing, God gives us an identity. We know who we are because the 
Bible tells us so. We are not here by blind chance. Indeed, humans are a 
result of God’s creative design. We have been created; we did not evolve. 
 
We also find that we have been created for a purpose. Human beings are 
placed here upon the earth to know God and to glorify Him. Instead of 
life being something meaningless, there is a genuine purpose for our 
existence. 
 
Finally, there is a destiny which awaits each of us. This life is not the end. 
Indeed, beyond this life eternity lies ahead for all of us. The eternity for the 
unbeliever is horrible beyond description.  
 
The good news is that they do not have to experience this fate. Once they 
turn to Jesus Christ as their Savior they have passed from death to life. 
There is no condemnation awaiting them. 
 
Hence, God gives people an identity, purpose, and destiny. Those who 
reject Christ have none of these. Consequently, the importance of this issue 
cannot be overestimated.  Unbelievers need to know God.     
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Question 31 
 

Can A Person Please God  
By Being Good? 

  
Many people feel they have lived a life that will be good enough to get them 
to heaven—if there truly is such a place. Since their life has been 
characterized by a certain degree of morality, they assume that God will 
accept them. Indeed, when they compare themselves to others, they gloat 
in the fact that they are good people. Certainly their lifestyle and behavior 
should be enough to get them to heaven, shouldn’t it?  
 
The Bible states otherwise. Indeed, nobody is good enough to get to 
heaven on their own merit. Nobody. 
 
The following points need to be stressed on this most important of issues. 
 

 1. None Of Us Are Good Enough To Stand Before God 
 
The Bible states it plainly. None of us, no matter how good we have been, 
are able to stand before the God of the Bible. Paul wrote the following to 
the Romans: 
 

What then? Are we any better? Not at all! For we have previously 
charged that both Jews and Gentiles are all under sin, as it is written: 
There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who 
understands, there is no one who seeks God (Romans 3:9-11 HCSB).  

 
This could not be clearer. None of us are righteous none of us can match 
up to God’s perfect standard. Furthermore, none of us are seeking after 
God.  
 
Paul says that each and every human being has sinned against a holy God. 
Again, he wrote to the Romans: 
 

For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23 
KJV).  

 
Every one of us is a sinner. We have all fallen short of God’s perfect 
standard. There are no exceptions.  
 
The Bible says that sin has its consequences. Paul further stated to the 
Romans: 
 

For the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23 KJV). 
    
There are many moral and upright people in the world who contribute 
much to the common good. But the Bible says that no matter how good 
someone is, no person is good enough to meet God’s perfect standard. 
This point cannot be overemphasized. 
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2. We Are Measured By God Not By Others 
 
The Scriptures teach that humanity is not to be measured by other humans 
but rather by God. When the creature is measured by the Creator we are 
all found wanting. The psalmist made it plain just who it is that can come 
into the Lord’s presence: 
 

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his 
holy place? Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not 
lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully (Psalm 
24:3,4 NRSV).   

 
This eliminates all of us. None of us have clean hands or a pure heart. We 
are all impure in the sight of the Lord.  
 
Isaiah wrote of our righteousness, or good works, as fallen human beings. 
Clearly, it can never please the Lord. He said: 
 

All of us have become like something unclean and all our righteous 
acts are like a polluted garment; all of us wither like a leaf, and our 
iniquities carry us away like the wind (Isaiah 64:6 HCSB). 

 
None of us are in a position to please God by our own goodness. A perfect 
God demands perfection. When compared with Him, all of us fall short.  
 
Indeed, we need God’s help to become part of His family. Salvation is 
something that is from the Lord and Him alone. The prophet Jonah wrote: 
 

Salvation is of the Lord (Jonah 2:10 KJV). 
 
The Lord alone can save us from our sins, we cannot save ourselves. 
 
3. God Requires That We Put Our Faith  

In Jesus For Salvation 
 
Salvation from sin only comes one way. This is through the person of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus came to earth that we might know what God is like and what 
He requires of us. When His disciples asked Jesus Christ about doing works 
that would please God, He made it clear what God wanted from 
humankind:  
 

“What can we do to perform the works of God?” they asked. Jesus 
replied, “This is the work of God: that you believe in the One He has 
sent” (John 6:28,29 HCSB). 

 
The work of God is to believe in the One whom He has sent. The Bible is 
clear that we must put our faith in Jesus Christ as God’s provision for our 
salvation. The Bible says that human goodness is not enough for any 
individual to get to heaven. None of us will ever be good enough. We do 
not have that capability. 
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4. The Death Of Jesus Christ Makes Salvation Possible 
 
The reason God can offer this eternal relationship between Himself and 
humanity is because of the death of Christ. Jesus died on the cross for the 
sins of the world. He died as our substitute taking the punishment we 
deserved for our sins. Paul wrote: 
 

You were once dead because of your failures and your uncircumcised 
corrupt nature. But God made you alive with Christ when he forgave 
all our failures. He did this by erasing the charges that were brought 
against us by the written laws God had established. He took the 
charges away by nailing them to the cross. He stripped the rulers and 
authorities {of their power} and made a public spectacle of them as he 
celebrated his victory in Christ (Colossians 2:13-15 God’s Word). 

 
Jesus’ death on the cross of Calvary paid the penalty for our sin. He 
suffered so that we do not have to.  
 
Paul also wrote about Christ taking the penalty of our sins upon Himself. 
He said: 
 

For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our 
sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ (2 
Corinthians 5:21 NLT). 

 
Since Christ paid the penalty for our sins, we do not have to suffer for 
them. He offers eternal life to everyone who accepts His sacrifice by faith. 
The requirement is belief in Jesus Christ. The Bible says: 
 

And all who believe in God’s Son have eternal life. Those who don’t 
obey the Son will never experience eternal life, but the wrath of God 
remains upon them (John 3:36 NLT). 

 
Paul wrote to the Romans about what is necessary: 
 

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. With the 
heart one believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth one 
confesses, resulting in salvation (Romans 10:9,10 HCSB). 

 
Jesus Christ made salvation possible. However, one must personally place 
their faith in Jesus to receive that salvation. 
 
5. Salvation Is A Free Gift 
 
Thus, there is nothing any of us can do to earn eternal life. Indeed, it is a 
free gift of God. Paul wrote the following to the church at Ephesus: 
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one 
can boast (Ephesians 2:8,9 NIV). 
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There is no earning salvation. God freely gives it to those who believe. No 
amount of good deeds will earn us a place in heaven. We can only get there 
by trusting Jesus Christ.  
 
In its most famous verse, the Bible says: 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life (John 
3:16 NRSV). 

 
To become saved we merely believe in Him. There is nothing else to do. 
 
Paul wrote to Titus about how salvation comes about by faith in Jesus 
Christ and not by our good works: 
 

He saved us, but not because of anything we had done to gain his 
approval. Instead, because of his mercy he saved us through the 
washing in which the Holy Spirit gives us new birth and renewal (Titus 
3:5 God’s Word) 

 
Therefore, we are saved by God’s grace. We accept His free gift by faith. 
It is not by anything which we do. 
 
6. We Have A Choice To Believe Or Not To Believe 
 
God has done everything He can. The only thing stopping an individual 
from receiving eternal life is his or her own will. It’s up to us. Indeed, each 
of us must personally choose as to whether we are going to accept or reject 
God’s free gift of salvation.  
 
When those in the city of Jerusalem chose to reject Him, Jesus said the 
following to those who had not accepted Him: 
 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children 
together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you 
wouldn’t let me (Matthew 23:37 NLT). 

 
Note that they rejected Him because they were unwilling, not unable, to 
believe. They had a choice, and they chose not to believe. 
 
7. There Is Punishment For Those Who Do Not Believe 
 
Those who reject the gift of salvation will spend eternity apart from God 
and His holy presence. While the unbelievers will exist eternally, they will 
receive the punishment of God, not His blessings. The Bible says of them: 
 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in 
the name of God’s one and only Son (John 3:18 NIV). 
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One of the offers that God makes to humanity is the gift of eternal life. 
God’s promise includes living forever in His presence in a loving 
relationship with Him. Jesus defined what it means to receive eternal life: 
 

And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth (John 17:3 NLT). 

 
These benefits do not come from being good. Rather, they come from us 
acknowledging our sin and turning to Christ Jesus for forgiveness. 
 
In sum, we can conclude that when it comes to pleasing God our goodness 
does not count. Believing in Jesus is the only thing which God will accept. 
 
Summary To Question 31   
Can A Person Please God By Being Good?   
 
There are many people who think that they are good enough to get to 
heaven, assuming that heaven exists. While there are individuals in this 
world who seemingly live “good” lives, it is impossible to please God by 
our own good works. Scripture makes this clear. 
 
The Bible says that God does not measure us by each other. Instead, His 
standard is Jesus Christ. Unless we measure up to Him we will not be able 
to enter the kingdom of heaven. Obviously, none of us can do that. 
 
The reason that Jesus Christ came to earth is to do what we could not do. 
He lived the perfect life so that He could be the perfect sacrifice for our 
sin. His death on the cross made it possible for us to know the Lord.  
 
Consequently, faith in Christ is the only way a person can please God and 
enter into heaven. Our good works alone will never be sufficient—no 
matter how good they may be. This is the plain teaching of the Bible. 
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Question 32 
 

Does A Person Have To  
Approach God By Faith? 

  
From the first page of the Bible until the last, God commands that those 
who approach Him do so on the basis of faith in Him and His Word.  
 
For example, the children of the first couple, Adam and Eve, were Cain 
and Abel. God commanded that they bring a sacrifice to Him by faith. The 
sacrifice made by Abel was acceptable to God while the one brought by 
Cain was not. The Bible gives us the reason: 
 

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s. 
Through this he received approval as righteous, God himself giving 
approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith he still speaks 
(Hebrews 11:4 NRSV). 

 
Abel was approved because of his faith. Thus, from the very beginning of 
Scripture, we find the necessity of exercising faith. A number of points 
need to be made.  
    
1. Faith In God Is Absolutely Necessary 
 
The eleventh chapter of the Book of Hebrews lists certain prominent men 
and women who lived during the Old Testament period. Their lives, which 
were characterized by faith, pleased God. They made God’s “Hall of 
Faith.” 
 
Before listing them and their accomplishments, the writer to the Hebrews 
makes this summary statement about the necessity of faith: 
 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who earnestly seek him (Hebrews 11:6 NIV). 

    
Hence, to please God we find that faith is absolutely necessary. This is 
something that is emphasized throughout the entire Bible. 
Indeed, when the Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, he 
emphasized the same truth; faith is necessary: 
 

For we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7 KJV). 
    
Scripture repeatedly states that it is our faith that pleases God. Indeed, all 
of us who approach Him with a desire to have a relationship must do it by 
faith. 
 
2. Great Faith Is Not Needed 
     
There are people who are afraid to come to God because they do not have 
great faith. They feel they must wait until their faith increases before they 
can approach Him. But this is not the case. The emphasis in the Bible is 
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not on the amount of faith that a person has, but rather the object of the 
faith. Jesus made this clear. Luke wrote: 
 

And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” So the Lord 
said, “If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ and it would 
obey you (Luke 17:5,6 NKJV). 

    
Much can be accomplished through a small amount of faith as long as the 
object of the faith is trustworthy. The God of the Bible is always 
emphasizing Himself as the believer’s object of faith. He is the one who is 
able to do great things. The Lord gave this following wonderful promise: 
 

Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable 
things you do not know (Jeremiah 33:3 NIV). 

 
The greatest faith in the world, if it has a wrong object, is worthless. It is 
in whom you have your faith, not the quantity of faith that matters. The 
believer does not need great faith to please God. A person needs only a 
small amount of faith in our great God to approach Him.  
 
3. We Are Told To Exercise Intelligent Faith 
 
The Bible encourages everyone to put their faith in God. Unfortunately, 
many people equate biblical faith with some blind leap into the darkness or 
some type of wishful thinking. But the faith that the Bible requires is an 
intelligent or a reasonable faith. It is neither something blind nor is it 
irrational.  
 
Instead, biblical faith is a committing trust with an object (God) who is 
completely worthy of our faith. No one is asked to sacrifice his or her 
intellect when they put their faith in the God of the Bible. Blind faith is not 
ever encouraged in Scripture. Rather, it is sensible faith which the Bible 
commands. 
 
4. There Is Solid Evidence Upon Which To Base Our Faith 
 
People can exercise sensible faith in God because Christianity is based 
upon the firm foundation of what the living God has done in history. The 
true God, the God of the Bible, has revealed Himself to humanity. The 
record of this has been given to us in the Scriptures. The Bible tells us what 
God requires of us, and that we are to respond to Him by faith.  
 
In doing so, none of us are expected to stop using our minds or to act in 
some senseless manner. To the contrary we are to use our mind in 
evaluating God’s truth. 
 
5. We Are To Love God With Our Mind 
 
In fact, we find Jesus emphasized that coming to God involves the mind 
as well as the heart and soul. When asked about the greatest 
commandment, our Lord said the following: 
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Jesus said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37 
NKJV). 

  
Notice that we are to love the Lord with our entire mind. 
 
6. Intelligence Is Equated With Knowing God 
 
When Jesus had a conversation with one of the experts of the Jewish law, 
He equated intelligence with knowing God. Matthew records it as follows: 
 

When Jesus saw that he answered intelligently, He said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” And no one dared to question 
Him any longer (Mark 12:34 HCSB). 

  
An intelligent answer from this man prompted Jesus to comment that He 
was not far from God’s kingdom. 
 
We Are To Test All Things 
 
The Apostle Paul encouraged people to investigate the claims of Jesus 
Christ to see if they were true. He wrote the following to the Thessalonians: 
 

Test all things; hold fast what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21 NKJV). 
  
All things must be tested. Nothing is to be believed by blind faith. 
 
The Writers Testified To What They Had Seen 
 
The reason the biblical writers could encourage people to “check out” or 
investigate the Christian faith was because they knew what they had written 
was true.  
 
Simon Peter showed that the New Testament writers were aware of the 
difference between mythology and fact: 
 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 
to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had 
been eyewitnesses of his majesty (2 Peter 1:16 NRSV). 

 
Peter said they were not following fables. Instead they were presenting the 
facts as they knew them. They could do this because they were there when 
these miraculous events surrounding the life of Jesus took place.  
 
Hence, because the New Testament writers were eyewitnesses to the events 
they recorded, they knew what they were recording was accurate. 
Consequently, they welcomed an honest investigation of the facts. Blind 
faith was never encouraged. 
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Conclusion: We Must Approach God By Faith  
But It Is Intelligent Faith We Exercise 
 
As we search the Scripture, we find that the God of the Bible expects 
humans to exercise faith toward Him. However, the faith we are to exercise 
is not blind faith, but rather intelligent faith. This theme is found 
throughout the Bible. Faith must be sensible, never blind. 
 
Summary To Question 32  
Does A Person Have To Approach God By Faith? 
 
One of the complaints often made against Christians is that they are people 
of “faith.” Because we exercise faith, it supposedly makes what we believe 
suspect. Yet this is not the case at all. Scripture does command people to 
exercise faith, but it is a reasonable or rational faith which God desires 
individuals to have.  
 
Indeed, God does not expect us to act in faith toward Him unless that faith 
is an intelligent faith. This act of faith is built upon the solid foundation of 
what God has done in history, and what He has recorded in His Word.  
 
However, the faith that is exercised does not have to be a great amount. 
Even a small amount of faith will be rewarded. The key is placing faith in 
the right object, Jesus Christ.  
 
Scripture thus stresses the object of the faith—rather than the amount of 
faith. Jesus Christ has proved that He is someone who is worthy of our 
trust. 
 
The biblical writers asked those inquiring about Jesus Christ and 
Christianity to exercise faith. The reason as to why they could do this is 
because they knew the events which they recorded were true. Indeed, they 
were there when the miracles of Jesus occurred.  
 
Simon Peter made the point that he and the other disciples had not 
followed cleverly devised myths when they told others about Jesus.  
 
On the contrary, they were eyewitnesses of what occurred. They knew what 
constituted truth and they knew what constituted mythology. They 
emphasized that their accounts of Jesus were factual because they saw these 
things occur with their own eyes. 
 
Therefore they could encourage people to use their minds and test the 
evidence. They were not afraid of what they would discover. Thus, when 
faith was eventually exercised it was reasonable faith based upon the 
preponderance of the evidence. 
 
To sum up, faith is essential as far as the Bible is concerned. However, we 
find that biblical faith is something which is reasonable. Indeed, never will 
anyone be ashamed for exercising faith in the God of the Bible. Never! 
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Question 33 
 

Does It Matter What We  
Believe About God? 

 
Does it really matter what a person believes about God? Isn’t it sufficient 
to just believe in something? Does it matter what are the specifics about 
the belief?  
 
Often, we hear people say such things as: it really doesn’t matter what you 
believe about God as long as it helps you. Or, as long as you believe 
something enough that’s all that matters.  
 
Is this right? Does it truly matter what an individual believes about God? 
 
It Does Matter What We Believe 
 
According to the Bible, it is important what we believe. In the New 
Testament, it is always the object of faith, Jesus Christ, and not faith itself, 
which is stressed. As far as the Bible is concerned, correct belief is 
absolutely crucial. The New Testament teaches that right belief consists of 
several things. 
 
1.      Faith Must Be In The God Of Scripture  
 
First, faith must be in God, but not just any god. Faith must be placed in 
the God of the Bible. Faith in any other object is insufficient. These other 
gods do not exist. Paul wrote: 
 

Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to beings 
that by nature are not gods.  Now, however, that you have come to 
know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back 
again to the weak and beggarly elemental spirits? How can you want to 
be enslaved to them again? (Galatians 4:8,9 NRSV). 

 
There is only one God who exists. This is the God of the Bible. All other 
so-called gods are mere pretenders. 
 
The Apostle Paul told a crowd in Athens, who had built an altar to an 
unknown God, that this “Unknown God” had a name. The Bible says: 
 

Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said: "Men of 
Athens! I see that you are extremely religious in every respect. For as I 
was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I even 
found an altar on which was inscribed: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD 
Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you (Acts 
17:22,23 HCSB). 

 
Paul then preached to them about the only God who exists, the God of 
Scripture. Thus, it is important that faith be in the right God, not just any 
god. 
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2. Faith Must Be In His Son Jesus Christ 
 
Second, faith must be placed in God’s Son, Jesus Christ. It is impossible to 
have a relationship with the true God apart from the person of Jesus. In 
the beginning of John’s gospel, we read the following: 
 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name (John 1:12 NKJV).  

 
The key is that a person believes in Jesus Christ. One must receive Him as 
their Savior. In another place in John’s gospel, we find that Jesus Himself 
said that those who love Him will also have the love of God the Father: 

 
Jesus replied, “All those who love me will do what I say. My Father 
will love them, and we will come to them and live with them” (John 
14:23 NLT). 

 
God the Father has a special love for those who believe in Jesus. They 
become His spiritual children. 
 
To receive God’s forgiveness of sin, the Apostle Paul spoke of the necessity 
of turning from sin and to the person of Jesus Christ. The Book of Acts 
records him saying: 
 

I have had one message for Jews and Gentiles alike—the necessity of 
turning from sin and turning to God, and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
(Acts 20:21 NLT). 

 
To get right with God one must turn to Him, through Jesus, and away from 
sin. 
 
John the Apostle said it about as clear as it can be said. Nobody can have 
God the Father unless one comes to Him through God the Son, Jesus 
Christ: 
 

No one who denies the Son has the Father; everyone who confesses 
the Son has the Father also (1 John 2:23 NRSV).  

 
According to the Bible, anyone who claims to know God, and yet does not 
believe in Jesus, does not know God. You have to have both the Father and 
the Son. 
 
3. Faith Is More Than Mental Assent  
 
Furthermore, faith in Jesus Christ is more than merely acknowledging 
intellectually that He existed or that He is the Lord.  
 
James wrote about this type of ineffective faith. He compared it to the 
belief of demons. He put it this way: 
 

You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons 
believe—and tremble (James 2:19 NKJV).  
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The demons know who Jesus is, God the Son, the Savior of the world. But 
merely knowing these, and other facts about Jesus, does not do them any 
good. Indeed, they have no relationship with Him.  
 
In the ministry of Jesus we find the demons actually confessing the fact 
that Jesus is God the Son: 
 

When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a 
loud voice said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg You, do not torment me!” (Luke 8:28 NKJV). 

 
They knew His identity, as well as the fact that He had the ability to torment 
them as their Judge. However, this knowledge did not do them any good. 
 
Biblical faith consists of trusting Jesus as Savior. It is not simply 
acknowledging Him with the intellect. 
 
Conclusion: Right Belief Is Absolutely Essential 
 
According to the Bible, therefore, right belief is essential. It is not enough 
to believe—it matters what we believe in. Faith must be in God through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
Summary To Question 33  
Does It Matter What We Believe About God? 
 
While it is popular in many circles to say that it does not really matter what 
a person believes about God as long as they are sincere, the Bible says that 
it does indeed matter. Right belief is essential. There are a number of 
elements to this. 
 
First, the Bible says that faith must be placed in God. But not any God will 
do. Faith must be placed in the God of the Bible. He is the only God who 
exists.  
 
Next, faith must be in God’s Son Jesus Christ. It is not enough to believe 
in the God of Scripture. Faith must also be placed in His Son. Otherwise a 
person cannot have a relationship with God the Father or forgiveness of 
sin. Furthermore, faith in Jesus Christ has to be more than mere mental 
assent. The writer James says that the demons know Jesus’ identity.  
 
Indeed, they are aware that He is God the Son, the One who will judge 
humanity. But this knowledge, by itself, means nothing. They have no 
relationship with Him. There must be an acceptance of Christ for whom 
He claimed to be. To receive Jesus Christ as Savior a person must place 
their trust in Him. Only then can a person receive the forgiveness that God 
offers. This is what God requires. 
 
In sum, contrary to the statements we often hear, it does matter what one 
believes about God. Mere faith in God is not enough. 
  



            God Has Spoken To Us 

© Don Stewart 161 

Question 34 
 

Can God  
Forgive Anybody? 

  
Many people assume that God could never forgive them because their lives 
have been too corrupt. They do not believe God would have anything to 
do with them. They see themselves as people who are beyond hope.  
 
Yet the Bible teaches that no matter how bad anyone has been, forgiveness 
is still possible. No one will be denied access to God because they have 
lived sinful lives.  
 
Indeed, the Bible says that God sent Jesus Christ into our world to seek 
out and save sinners. Jesus Himself said:  
 

For I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance 
(Matthew 9:13 KJV).  
 

A number of observations need to be made about this important topic of 
forgiveness. 
 
1. All Who Come To Him Can Be Forgiven 
 
The Bible says that when a person comes humbly to God for forgiveness, 
He has promised to forgive them—no matter what they have done. The 
Lord Jesus made the following promise: 
 

However, those the Father has given me will come to me, and I will 
never reject them (John 6:37 NLT). 

 
No one will be rejected because of the sins they have committed. No 
matter how sinful anyone has been, forgiveness is available. This is the 
great news of the gospel! Forgiveness is available for everyone who asks 
for it. 
    
2. Forgiveness Comes From The  

Righteousness Of Jesus Christ 
 
The Bible says that forgiveness is based upon the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Paul wrote the following to the church at Corinth: 
 

For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our 
sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ (2 
Corinthians 5:21 NLT).  

 
Since Jesus paid the penalty for our sins, we do not have to suffer for them 
ourselves. He has suffered in our place.  
 
No condemnation awaits those who have trusted Him. 
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3. God’s Forgiveness Is Complete:  
He Holds Nothing Against Us 

 
The good news is that the forgiveness that the God of the Bible grants is 
complete. The psalmist put it this way: 
 

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us (Psalm 103:12 NIV). 

 
Our sins have been once-and-for-all removed from us. 
 
The prophet Micah gave this illustration as to what happens to our sins— 
they are buried in the sea. He wrote: 
 

You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins 
underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea (Micah 
7:19 NIV). 

 
Forgiveness, according to Scripture, is complete. Indeed, ours sins have 
been forgiven and forgotten. 
 
Conclusion: Anyone Who Comes To God Can Have Complete 
Forgiveness Of Their Sins Through Jesus Christ 
 
Once a person asks God for forgiveness, their sins are both forgiven and 
forgotten. They are forgotten in the sense that God will never hold them 
against us. 
 
This is the good news of the gospel. Since God will not hold them against 
us, we should never hold them against ourselves. 
 
Summary To Question 34  
Can God Forgive Anybody? 
 
There are people who want their sins forgiven but do not believe God can 
forgive them. Indeed, they think they have acted in such a way that they 
are beyond God’s forgiveness. 
 
However, such is not the case. God has promised to forgive anybody who 
comes to Him by faith. This includes anybody and everybody. There are 
no exceptions to this. This is the good news of the gospel. 
 
Scripture says that God’s forgiveness is based upon the righteousness that 
is found in Jesus Christ. It is not our own righteousness. We are forgiven 
because of what He has done on our behalf on the cross of Calvary. He 
died so that we can be forgiven. 
 
Furthermore, the forgiveness He offers is complete. He will not hold any 
of our sins against us. In fact, the Bible says that those who have trusted 
Him have their sins buried in the depths of the ocean. It also says that they 
are as far apart as the East is from the West. This is certainly wonderful 
news!      
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Question 35 

What Keeps People From Believing In God? 
 
The God of the Bible has clearly revealed Himself to humanity. Yet there 
are still countless individuals who do not believe in Him. The Bible makes 
it plain that it is not lack of evidence that keeps them from believing in 
God.  
 
The evidence is available for all to see, but most people do not bother to 
investigate the evidence. Why is this so? 
 
The reasons people do not believe in God are many, but they can be broken 
down into three basic categories. They are pride, ignorance, and some 
personal sin they do not want to give up.  
 
We can make the following observations about these obstacles for belief. 
 
1. Pride Keeps People From Believing In God 
 
The sin of pride keeps people from believing in the God of Scripture. 
Humanity does not want to admit that there is something or someone 
greater than human beings in the universe. People want to be the master 
of their own fate, the captain of their own salvation.  
 
This is something that is horrific in the sight of the Lord. The Bible speaks 
of the pride of human beings:  
 

There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: 
haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood (Proverbs 
6:16,17 NIV). 

    
“Haughty eyes” or pride is the first sin mentioned in a list of things that 
God hates. It was the sin of pride that caused a heavenly being to rebel 
against God and be cast out of heaven. This personage then became the 
devil or “the adversary.” This evil creature is presently doing everything 
that he can to keep people from believing in God. 
 
There Has Been Pride From The Beginning 
 
As long as human beings have been on this planet, pride has kept many of 
them from coming to God. Unfortunately, this is still true today. 
 
In the New Testament, the writer James warned about the foolishness of 
pride. He wrote about the folly of assuming we would still be around 
tomorrow: 
  

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 
such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making 
money.” Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What 
is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
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vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wishes, we will live 
and do this or that” (James 4:13-15 NRSV). 

    
Though people may boast that they do not need God, the fact is that they 
cannot exist without Him. People make plans as though they will live 
forever, but as James reminds us no one is guaranteed that he or she will 
be alive tomorrow.  
 
Indeed, none of us are guaranteed anything with respect to the future.   
Nothing whatsoever. 
 
2.     Ignorance Keeps People From Believing In God 
 
Another reason the Bible gives for the lack of trust in God is ignorance. 
Jesus pointed out that “not knowing” is a source of error when it comes to 
believing in God. In a discussion with the religious leaders, we find Jesus 
stating their problem as follows: 
 

Jesus replied, “Your problem is that you don’t know the Scriptures, 
and you don’t know the power of God” (Matthew 22:29 NLT).  

    
According to Jesus, the two things that characterize unbelief are ignorance 
of both the Scripture and the power of God. People do not know what the 
Bible says because they have not taken the time to carefully study it.  
Furthermore, they do not understand the nature and greatness of God’s 
power. They remain ignorant. 
 
These two things stand in the way from people having a personal 
relationship with God. It was a problem in Jesus’ day and it remains a 
problem today. 
 
There is something else. The Bible says that humanity is deliberately ignorant 
of God. Paul wrote to the Romans: 
 

But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people 
who push the truth away from themselves (Romans 1:18 NLT).        

 
This verse provides us with an interesting insight into humanity. 
Unbelievers are not merely rejecting the truth of God—they are actively 
suppressing it. They do not want to know the truth and they are doing all 
they can to keep themselves from knowing. In other words, they are 
deliberately ignorant of God’s truth. Indeed, this verse says that they are 
“pushing it away.” 
 
In another place, Paul wrote to the Romans about humanity running away 
from the Lord: 
 

As the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous—not even one. No one is 
truly wise; no one is seeking God. All have turned away (Romans 3:10-
12 NLT).  
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These verses teach that people are not seeking after God but are actually 
running away from Him. Again, we find that these people are actively 
suppressing, or “holding down,” God’s truth in unrighteousness. They are 
running in the opposite direction of the Lord. 
 
3. Personal Sin Keeps People From Believing In God 
 
There is something else. At times, personal sin keeps people from reaching 
out in faith to Jesus Christ. Rather than believing in Jesus, they choose to 
live their own lives without any acknowledgement of Him or what He has 
done on their behalf. Instead, they are living their lives completely for 
“self.” 
 
They may understand the truths about Jesus and many of them may 
intellectually acknowledge Him. However, they do not want to personally 
believe in Him because they realize their life would have to change. This is 
something which they are not willing to do this. They would rather enjoy 
their sin in this present life than believe God’s truth. 
 
Conclusion: There Are Not Any Good Reasons For Rejecting God 
 
While there are many reasons as to why people reject the good news of 
salvation found in Jesus Christ, none of these reasons are valid. Those who 
are turning their backs on the Lord are on their way to eternal damnation 
unless they repent. The good news for them is that there is still hope while 
they are alive.  
 
Summary To Question 35  
What Keeps People From Believing In God? 
 
Most human beings have rejected belief in the God of the Bible. There are 
many reasons people do not believe in the living God, but it is certainly not 
because of lack of evidence.  
 
Indeed, God has provided sufficient reasons for people to believe. For 
whatever reason, people choose not to believe. There are three main 
categories we find of unbelief. 
 
As to the reasons why people reject the God of the Bible, some people do 
not believe because of pride. Indeed, they are too proud to admit they need 
God. They think they are self-sufficient. Consequently, they live their lives 
without God. The sin of pride is something which God specifically hates.  
 
For one thing, none of us has any reason to be proud. Yet pride keeps so 
many people from believing in God. 
 
Others are ignorant of God’s Word and His power. Many of those who 
are ignorant of God want to be ignorant. They do not really want to know 
Him. In fact, the Bible says that they actively suppress the truth of God. 
They are running from God’s truth. 
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Finally, there are a number of people who let their own personal sin get in 
the way of knowing the Lord. They would much rather live in sin than bow 
down to the Creator God who made them. Personal sin keeps them from 
believing in the Lord. 
 
Whatever the reason may be, there are not any good reasons for rejecting 
the God of Scripture. 
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Question 36 
 

Why Does God Allow  
People To Suffer? 

 
Life is hard. Indeed, as human beings, we all suffer. This is the experience 
of every person everywhere.  
 
Does the Bible give any reasons as to why people go through times of 
suffering? Can we have any understanding as to why life is so difficult?  
 
Although the Scriptures do not give a complete explanation of why people 
suffer, it does provide some solutions and comfort. From the Bible, we can 
make the following observations about suffering. 
 
1. Suffering Was Not God’s Original Intention 
 
The Bible teaches that pain and suffering are an intrusion into the universe 
that God has made. In fact, it was not His original intention that people 
suffer. When God created the universe, everything was “very good.” In the 
Book of Genesis, we read: 
 

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good (Genesis 1:31 KJV).  

 
God did not create the world in order that people suffer. This point must 
be understood.  
 
2. Suffering Is A Result Of Sin 
 
Suffering entered into God’s universe as a result of sin. This occurred when 
Adam and Eve disobeyed God at the prompting of the serpent (Genesis 
3). Because of their disobedience, God pronounced judgment upon them. 
This included that the fact that humans would suffer in this life. The Bible 
explains their punishment in this way: 
 

To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in 
childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will 
be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” To Adam he said, 
‘Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground 
because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of 
your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat 
the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust 
you are and to dust you will return” (Genesis 3:16-19 NIV). 

  
Suffering is part of the judgment upon humanity.    
 
Yet, if we are to understand suffering, then we must realize that human 
responsibility is involved in much of the suffering that goes on. We suffer 
on our own account or because of what others have done to us. We should 
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not blame God for the suffering that we bring upon ourselves or that 
others cause. 
 
3. Suffering Is Real 
 
Strange as it may seem, we have to establish that the Bible looks at suffering 
as something that is real. There are groups, such as Christian Scientists, 
which claim that suffering and evil are not real—they are only an illusion! 
 
However, biblical Christianity takes seriously the reality of suffering and 
evil. Indeed, Paul wrote the following: 
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us (Romans 8:18 
ESV). 

  
Paul certainly recognized the reality of suffering. 
 
He also wrote of the groaning and suffering in which the creation is 
presently experiencing. The suffering is real:   
 

For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together with 
labor pains until now. And not only that, but we ourselves who have 
the Spirit as the firstfruits—we also groan within ourselves, eagerly 
waiting for adoption, the redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:22–23 
HCSB).  

 
Our bodies are groaning within because of the suffering we all experience. 
 
In His own life, Jesus certainly expressed human suffering. Indeed, we find 
Him bursting into tears at the tomb of His dead friend Lazarus. The Bible 
says: 
 

Jesus wept (John 11:35 KJV). 
 
Among other things, we find that the Lord Jesus cried at the suffering 
which death brings.  
 
Satan Attempts To Devour Believers 
 
The New Testament also speaks of Satan, or the devil, actively prowling 
about the earth. The Bible says he is looking for people to devour. Peter 
wrote: 
 

Be sober! Be on the alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around 
like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour (1 Peter 5:8 
HCSB)  

 
This enemy of the truth attempts to cause people additional suffering.  
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We Can Also Suffer Spiritually 
 
According to the Bible, suffering is not limited to the physical. Indeed, 
there is such a thing as “spiritual suffering.” Scripture says that believers 
are in a continuing struggle against “the cosmic powers of this present 
darkness.” Paul wrote: 
 

We are not fighting against humans. We are fighting against forces and 
authorities and against rulers of darkness and powers in the spiritual 
world (Ephesians 6:12 CEV). 

 
There is a constant spiritual battle going on.  
 
In sum, suffering is real on both the physical and spiritual level. 

 
4. There Is Relief From Suffering 
 
No matter who or what is responsible for suffering the fact is that we all 
still suffer. The question of course, which we all want to know, is how can 
we experience relief from that suffering? 
 
The good news is that the Bible teaches that Jesus came to earth to relieve 
the problem of human suffering. Jesus spoke of one of the purposes of His 
coming. He said: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has appointed me to preach 
Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will 
be released, that the blind will see, that the downtrodden will be freed 
from their oppressors and that the time of the Lord's favor has come.” 
He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
Everyone in the synagogue stared at him intently. Then he said, “This 
Scripture has come true today before your very eyes!” (Luke 4:18-21 
NLT). 

    
Jesus Christ came to help those who are oppressed. Indeed, one of the 
reasons for His coming into this world was to help those who had been 
trodden down. 
 
There Is Something Worse Than Physical Suffering 
 
While physical suffering is truly real, and not an illusion, Jesus also taught 
that there was something worse than physical suffering. This is the 
suffering of the spirit, or soul. This type of suffering can lead to eternal 
suffering. He said: 
 

I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and 
after that have nothing more they can do. But I will warn you whom 
you should fear: fear the one who, after the killing, has authority to 
throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! (Luke 12:4,5 NET). 

 
We are to fear the One who is able to throw people into hell. Only God is 
able to do this. Thus, we are to have the proper fear of Him. 
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The relief from eternal suffering is provided to us by Jesus Christ. The 
Bible teaches that Jesus suffered on our behalf so that we do not have to 
suffer for our sins: 
 

For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died 
for the ungodly (Romans 5:6 HCSB). 

 
Because Jesus Christ has suffered for our sins, we do not have to personally 
suffer for them. He has taken the penalty for us on the cross. The good 
news, the gospel, is that if we can be assured of everlasting life if we believe 
in Him and accept His sacrifice. 
    
5. There Will Be An End Of Suffering 
 
Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on behalf of the human race, God will someday 
put an end to suffering. In the Book of Revelation we read the following 
comforting truths: 
 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of 
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one 
who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true” 
(Revelation 21:1,3-5 NRSV). 

 
Consequently, suffering for the believer is for a limited time. It is not 
forever.  
 
Summary To Question 36  
Why Does God Allow People To Suffer? 
 
Suffering is part of the human experience. This is evident to all of us. 
Nobody really questions this. 
 
However, this was not God’s original intention for the human race. When 
God created the universe there was no sickness or suffering anywhere. In 
fact, when He created the earth, He pronounced everything “very good.” 
If everything was created very good, then where did suffering come from? 
What happened? 
 
Scripture says that suffering came as a result of the sin of the first two 
humans, Adam and Eve. It was not something God built into the universe. 
Their sin nature was inherited by all of us. Human beings are sinners 
because of our relationship to Adam. 
 
Furthermore, unlike some groups, the Bible treats suffering as something 
which is real. There is no denial of the fact of suffering in the Scripture. All 
of the biblical characters testify to the reality of suffering. 
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The Bible says that Jesus Christ came to relieve the problem of suffering. 
The penalty for the sins of the world was placed upon Him when He died 
on the cross of Calvary. He suffered and died on our behalf so that one 
day there would be no more suffering.  
 
Moreover, Jesus taught that there was something worse than physical 
suffering. Indeed, there will be eternal suffering for those who reject Him. 
This eternal suffering can be avoided when one receives Christ as Savior. 
 
We all look forward to that day when suffering will end. 
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Question 37 
 

Can Suffering Have Positive Benefits? 
 
Suffering is something which every human being faces. While no one likes 
to suffer, suffering can indeed bring about a number of positive benefits.  
 
They include the following. 
 
1.  Suffering Shows Us Our Need For God And It Shows His 

Concern For Us 
 
If human beings did not suffer, there would be no need to turn to God. As 
long as things are going well, many people would think it is not necessary 
to acknowledge God’s existence. Suffering makes us aware of our need for 
God. It also reminds us of His concern for us.  
 
2. It Helps Us Turn To God For Help 
 
One of the main benefits of suffering is the sufferer turning to God. 
Sometimes we are embarrassed to ask God for help. This is especially true 
if we do not talk to Him that often.  
 
However, He wants us to turn to Him when difficulties arise. Scripture is 
full of examples of people who turned to God when they were suffering.  
 
The children of Israel, when they suffered in Egypt, turned to God for 
deliverance. The Bible says the following: 
 

The Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are 
in Egypt. I have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know 
their sorrows (Exodus 3:7 NET). 

 
The people cried out to God when they were oppressed by the Egyptians. 
The Lord then delivered them from their suffering. This is a good example 
for all of us to follow.  
 
When we suffer as God’s children the Lord has promised to deliver us. 
However, we must first turn to Him. 
 
3. It Can Help Us Turn To Others 
 
Suffering can also help us reach out to others. When we see someone in a 
difficult situation it can cause us to reach out to that person and help his 
or her predicament. Paul wrote the following to the Corinthians about how 
our previous suffering can help the suffering of others: 
 

Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! The Father is a 
merciful God, who always gives us comfort. He comforts us when we 
are in trouble, so that we can share that same comfort with others in 
trouble (2 Corinthians 1:3-4 CEV). 
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We can comfort others with the comfort we received when we were 
suffering. This is why it is necessary to reach out to those who have 
experienced similar difficulties.  
  
4. Suffering Can Refine Our Character 
 
Our character is refined through suffering. Many qualities are brought out 
when suffering. This includes patience and trust. Simon Peter wrote about 
this. We read the following words from him: 

 
Dear friends, don’t be surprised or shocked that you are going through 
testing that is like walking through fire. Be glad for the chance to suffer 
as Christ suffered. It will prepare you for even greater happiness when 
he makes his glorious return (1 Peter 4:12,13 CEV). 

 
Indeed, we should not be surprised when we experience suffering or 
testing. Just as Jesus our Lord suffered so shall we also experience 
suffering. 
 
In the Book of Job, we read of how God uses suffering for our benefit. 
The Bible says: 
 

But by means of their suffering, he rescues those who suffer. For he 
gets their attention through adversity (Job 36:15 NLT). 

 
Our ears do become open to the truths of the Lord when we suffer. 
Suffering will indeed bring out a number of qualities in our character. 
 
5. It Can Help Us Appreciate The Suffering Of Christ 
 
Finally, our own suffering can help us appreciate the suffering that Jesus 
Christ went through on our behalf. He suffered the penalty for our sins so 
that we do not have to suffer.  
 
The Apostle Paul wrote the following about the work of Christ on the 
cross: 
 

God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in 
him we would become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21 
NET). 

 
Our appreciation for His suffering will increase as we understand, in a 
personal way, how suffering can affect us. 
 
Therefore, while suffering isn’t pleasant, it can have positive results. 
 
Summary To Question 37  
Can Suffering Have Positive Benefits? 
 
As human beings each of us will experience suffering in this life. This is 
something which we all understand. Some will suffer more than others. 
Although no one likes to suffer, it can have some positive benefits.  
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For one thing, it makes it clear that we need God. Indeed, when believers 
suffer, we immediately turn our thoughts toward Him. We know that we 
have a need, and we also know who can meet this need. When we are not 
suffering, we tend to forget how much we need Him. Suffering brings us 
back to reality. 
 
As we read the Scripture, we find numerous examples of the suffering of 
God’s people. We also discover that when they were undergoing suffering, 
they turned to Him for help. The Bible also tells us that He responded to 
their suffering and delivered them.  
 
In the same way, when we are suffering, we realize that we can experience 
deliverance through Him. Consequently we will turn to Him for help. 
 
Suffering can also help believers turn to each other. We can seek out those 
who have gone through similar circumstances when we are suffering. They 
can help us get through the problem. In the same way, we can minister to 
others if they are going through some type of suffering which we have 
previously experienced.  
 
When suffering does occur, we should look for opportunities to trust in 
God and develop our character. Indeed, the Bible says that our character 
is refined through the fiery trials we experience. We should use these 
opportunities to grow spiritually. 
 
Suffering also makes one appreciate the suffering of Jesus Christ. He 
suffered on our behalf—the innocent for the guilty. When we experience 
our own suffering, it makes us thankful for what He has gone through for 
us. 
 
Suffering will be here as long as we live in these bodies. It is something we 
will have to live with. However, if there were no suffering in life, then we 
would not appreciate the blessings that come with the deliverance we 
experience from the suffering.  
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Question 38 
 

How Can A Person  
Live With Suffering? 

 
We must understand that suffering is something that all of us, believer, and 
unbeliever alike, will experience in this life. Paul wrote the following to the 
Thessalonians: 
 

Finally, when we could stand it no longer, we decided to stay alone in 
Athens, and we sent Timothy to visit you. He is our brother and God’s 
co-worker in proclaiming the Good News of Christ. We sent him to 
strengthen you, to encourage you in your faith, and to keep you from 
being shaken by the troubles you were going through. But you know 
that we are destined for such troubles (1 Thessalonians 3:1-3 NLT).  

 
Suffering is part of life.  
 
Even Jesus Christ suffered. In fact, His suffering was the means God used 
to accomplish our eternal salvation. The Bible does not promise believers 
escape from suffering. A number of points need to be made about 
suffering. 
    
1. Believers Will Sometimes Suffer More Than Unbelievers 
 
Sometimes the believer will seemingly suffer more than the unbeliever. 
This is because the unbelieving world hates those who stand for God’s 
truth. Jesus spoke of this to His disciples on the night of His betrayal. We 
read the following words of our Lord: 
  

If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. The world 
would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no 
longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it 
hates you (John 15:18,19 NLT). 

 
Notice that the world hates us because they hated Him first. This is because 
we are not of this world-system.  
 
Peter wrote of the persecutions the believers would receive for doing the 
right things. He told us that these sufferings should not cause us to become 
upset: 
 

But even if you suffer for doing what God approves, you are blessed. 
Don’t be afraid of those who want to harm you. Don’t get upset (1 
Peter 3:14 God’s Word). 

 
We will suffer but we should not allow the suffering to cause us to become 
upset or discouraged.  
 
The Apostle Paul spoke of the various persecutions he experienced. He 
also emphasized that other Christians would also suffer persecution. He 
put it this way: 
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You also know about the kind of persecutions and sufferings which 
happened to me in the cities of Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. I 
endured those persecutions, and the Lord rescued me from all of them. 
Those who try to live a godly life because they believe in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted. But evil people and phony preachers will go from 
bad to worse as they mislead people and are themselves misled (2 
Timothy 3:11-13 God’s Word). 

 
Therefore, the believer should not be surprised when suffering occurs. 
 

 2. God Made Promises To Believers Who Suffer 
 
However, God has made promises to the believer when he is suffering. 
King David said: 
  

I may walk through valleys as dark as death, but I won’t be afraid. You 
are with me, and your shepherd’s rod makes me feel safe (Psalm 23:4 
CSB). 

    
God has promised to be with and comfort those who suffer. Though God 
has promised to be with us, we may not always understand why we are 
suffering. God has not obligated Himself to tell us why we suffer but He 
asks us to trust Him through our sufferings.    
 
3. Suffering Led Job To Surrender To God 
 
After experiencing tremendous suffering, the biblical character Job reached 
the point of surrendering himself to God. He then humbly said: 
 

I know that you can do everything and that your plans are unstoppable. 
“{You said,} ‘Who is this that belittles my advice without having any 
knowledge {about it}?’ Yes, I have stated things I didn’t understand, 
things too mysterious for me to know. “{You said,} ‘Listen now, and 
I will speak. I will ask you, and you will teach me.’ I had heard about 
you with my own ears, but now I have seen you with my own eyes. 
That is why I take back what I said, and I sit in dust and ashes to show 
that I am sorry” (Job 42:2-6 God’s Word). 

 
From this we learn a valuable lesson. Our suffering can cause us to 
surrender our entire heart, soul, and mind to the Lord. Suffering, though 
difficult, is something which we can live with. 
 
Summary To Question 38  
How Can A Person Live With Suffering? 
 
Those who believe in the God of the Bible are not promised relief from 
suffering in this life. Indeed, sometimes believers in Jesus Christ seemingly 
suffer more than non-believers. The Bible says that we should not think it 
odd if we suffer.  
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Indeed, Jesus said that since He was hated by the world that we too should 
expect to be hated. We have been warned about this ahead of time. 
 
Scripture also says that we will be persecuted for doing the right thing. 
When this happens, we should not become upset or discouraged. While we 
cannot help being persecuted, we can be in control of our response.  
 
God has made promises to be with the believer who is suffering. We need 
to claim these promises. We may not always understand why we suffer.  
However, we know that the Lord is always there for us when we suffer. 
 
We find that suffering led the biblical character to Job to trust the Lord all 
the more. We should follow His example when we suffer.  
 
Our entire being should trust in Him in these times of suffering. He has 
promised to be with us during these difficult times.  
 
Thus, we can, by God’s grace, learn to live with suffering. 
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Question 39 
 

How Can Someone Find God’s  
Best For Their Life? 

 
Everyone wants to live the best life possible. This is true for believers as 
well as unbelievers. For Christians, we want to find God’s best for his life? 
How do we go about doing this? 
 
For one thing, we find that the Bible tells us that God wants to give us our 
heart’s desires. The psalmist wrote:  
 

Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your 
heart (Psalm 37:4 NIV). 

    
What steps must we take if we wish to find God’s best for our lives? A few 
observations need to be made.  
  
1.    A Person Must Trust Christ As Their Savior 
 
The first thing God expects from us is belief. We are to believe that He 
exists and that He has revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ. It is 
only through faith in Jesus that an individual can come to God.  
 
Simon Peter made this clear when he explained how he had the power to 
heal a lame man. He put it this way: 
 

There is salvation in no one else! There is no other name in all of 
heaven for people to call on to save them (Acts 4:12 NLT). 

 
Salvation is found in Christ alone. We must come to Jesus in faith and trust 
Him as our Savior. This is something each of us must do on our own. 
 
The psalmist wrote about the need to personally experience God. He said: 
 

Taste and see that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys of those who trust 
in him! (Psalm 34:8 NLT). 

 
First and foremost, an individual must personally believe in Jesus Christ as 
his or her Savior. This is how one begins to discover what is best for their 
life. Unless this first step is taken, it is impossible to find God’s best. 
    
2. We Then Can Develop A Relationship With God 
 
Once a person has made the step of faith by believing in Jesus Christ as 
Savior, they then become a child of God. Then the individual begins to 
develop a personal relationship with the God of the Bible.  
 
To do this, the believer must take time to study God’s Word. Indeed, the 
believer is instructed to study the truths of God. Paul wrote: 
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Work hard so God can approve you. Be a good worker, one who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth 
(2 Timothy 2:15 NLT). 

    
The Scriptures are the “words of truth.” A careful study of the God’s Word 
will help the person determine what it is that He expects from him.  
 
The Bible records God’s commands and the promises He makes to those 
who trust Him. It is how the Lord communicates to us. To experience 
God’s best we need to know what He expects from us. 
     

 3. Eternal Life Is Knowing A Person: Jesus Christ 
 
This brings up an important point. From a study of God’s Word we find 
that eternal life can be defined as knowing a person, Jesus Christ. In fact, 
this is how Jesus defined it.  
 
On the night of His betrayal Jesus said the following words to God the 
Father:  
 

And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent (John 17:3 ESV) 

 
Therefore, eternal life consists of a relationship between God and the 
individual believer. It begins the moment a person trusts Christ. This 
relationship never ends. 
 
4. Faith Must Be Continually Exercised Toward God 
 
The main thing that God is looking for in the believer is faith. He has 
promised to bless those who trust Him.  
 
We read in Proverbs these simple steps to knowing God’s will for our lives: 
 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths (Proverbs 3:5,6 NRSV). 

 
We trust in Him with all entire heart, we do not rely on our own insights 
or understanding. In each and every part of our life we acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as Lord. If we do this, He has promised to direct the way in which 
we are to go. 
 
To do this we must exercise faith.  
 
Indeed, In the Book of Hebrews, we are told that it is absolutely necessary 
that we come to God in faith: 
 

Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the one who 
approaches God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him (Hebrews 11:6 NET). 
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The believer in Christ continually acknowledges God and thus he or she 
will receive those good gifts the Lord has promised. Believing in the God 
of the Bible, then developing a personal relationship with Him based on 
faith in Jesus Christ, are the steps required for experiencing God’s best for 
life.    
 
Conclusion: Finding God’s Best Begins By Trusting Jesus Christ 
  
Therefore, for a person to find God’s best for them in this life they must 
begin by believing in Jesus Christ as their Savior. Once that happens, one 
can then discover their identity, purpose, and destiny. This is the key for a 
truly successful life! 
 
Summary To Question 39  
How Can Someone Find God’s Best For Their Life? 
 
Humans are always looking to find ways to succeed in life. However, we 
should desire success in God’s eyes. The good news is that we humans can 
discover what it best for their lives—as far as God is concerned. The Bible 
tells us how this can happen. 
 
For a person to find God’s best for their life they must first believe in Christ 
as their Savior. This is primary. Without a relationship with Jesus there is 
no possibility or living a successful life.  
 
Indeed, any success will be temporary and thus ultimately meaningless. 
First and foremost we need to have our sins forgiven and to be put into a 
right relationship with God. 
 
The believer should then develop a close, intimate relationship with the 
God of the Bible. This occurs by studying God’s Word which is God’s 
communication to the human race.  
 
From God’s Word, we learn that eternal life is a relationship between us 
and the living God through the person of Jesus Christ. When we believe in 
Jesus, we begin that relationship. Scripture tells us the wonderful news that 
this relationship will never end! 
 
It also tells us the necessary steps to develop that relationship so that we 
can live successfully in God’s eyes. From God’s Word we discover that we 
are to trust Him with our entire heart rather than trying to determine the 
future for ourselves. When we acknowledge Him in all of our ways He has 
promised to direct the way we are to go. 
 
This entire experience is a life of faith. Indeed the Bible says that without 
faith it is impossible to please God. However, when we reach out to Him 
in faith, and take Him at His Word, we see wonderful things happen. In 
fact, we will see the living God working in our lives. 
 
Success in this life can be a reality. We can discover God’s best for us. All 
we have to do is follow His instructions. 
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