
The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 1 

 
   
  

 
 

The Final Antichrist: 
 

The Coming Caesar 
 
 

By 
 

Don Stewart 
 
 
 
  



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 2 

The Final Antichrist: 
The Coming Caesar 
 
By Don Stewart 
 
© 2020 Don Stewart 
Revised and Updated 2023 
 
Published by EOW (Educating Our World)  
educatingourworld.com 
All rights reserved. 
 
THE FOLLOWING ENGLISH VERSIONS ARE CITED 
 
The various English versions which we cite in this course, apart from the King James Version, all have 
copyrights. They are listed as follows. 
 
Verses marked NRSV UE is from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide. 
 
Verses marked NIV are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, New International Version 2011, Copyright 1973 1978, 
1984, 2011 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. 
  
Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright 1996. 
Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.  
 
Quotations designated NET are from the NET Bible Copyright © 2003 By Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. 
www.netbible.com All rights reserved. 
 
GOD’S WORD is a copyrighted work of God’s Word to the Nations. Quotations are used by permission. 
Copyright 1995 by God’s Word to the Nations. All rights reserved. 
 
Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by 
Holman Bible Publishers. All rights reserved. 
 
Scripture quotations marked “NKJV” are taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by 
Thomas Nelson, Inc.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Verses marked ESV are from The Holy Bible English Standard Version™ Copyright © 2001 by Crossway 
Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers All rights reserved. 
 
Verses marked NASB 2020 is taken from New American Standard Bible - NASB 2020 Copyright © 1960, 1962, 
1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995, 2020 by The Lockman Foundation A Corporation Not for 
Profit, La Habra, California All Rights Reserved. 
 
Scripture quotations marked MSG  are from The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language Eugene H. 
Peterson, 2002 All rights reserved. 
 

http://www.netbible.com/


The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 3 

Verses marked TVB are taken from The Voice Bible Copyright © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ 
translation © 2012 Ecclesia Bible Society All rights reserved. 
 
Scripture quotations marked CEV are taken from the Contemporary English Version (CEV) copyright 
American Bible Society 1991, 1995 
 
Verses marked AMP are from the Amplified Bible, Copyright The Lockman Foundation, 2015 
 
Scripture quotations marked NCV are taken from the New Century Version, Copyright Word Publishing 1987. 
 
Verses marked REB are from the Revised English Bible. Copyright Oxford University Press and Cambridge 
University Press, 1989  
 
Scripture quotations marked ISV are taken from the International Standard Version Copyright 2011 ISV 
Foundation 
 
Scripture quotations marked TLV “Scripture taken from the Tree of Life Version. © 2015 by the Messianic 
Jewish Family Bible Society. Used by permission of the Messianic Jewish Family Bible Society. 
 
 

 
  



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 4 

The Final Antichrist: The Coming Caesar 
 
Table Of Contents 
    
Question 1  Who Or What Is Antichrist?   
 
Question 2  Why Is It Important To Study About Antichrist?   
 
Question 3 What Can We Learn From The Way The Subject Of The Antichrist Been Viewed During The 

History Of The Church? 
 
Question 4  What Are The Various Views Of The Book Of Revelation With Respect To The Coming 

Antichrist? 
 
Question 5 Have The Events In The Book Of Revelation, Including Those Dealing With Antichrist, Been 

Fulfilled In History? (Preterist View) 
 
Question 6 Should We Actually Be Looking For A Personal Antichrist? (The Idealist View, The Timeless 

View) 
 
Question 7 What Are The Arguments That The Predictions About Antichrist Are Being Fulfilled In 

History? (Historicist View) 
 
Question 8 Are The Predictions About The Antichrist Fulfilled In The Roman Catholic Church And The 

Papacy? 
 
Question 9 What Are The Arguments For The Final Antichrist Being A Literal Human Being Who Is Still 

To Come? (Futurist View) 
 
Question 10 What Is The Case For The Final Antichrist Being A Literal Offspring Of The Devil? 
 
Question 11 Should We Assume The Coming Antichrist Will Be The Literal Child Of The Devil? 
 
Question 12 Was Caesar Nero The Predicted Antichrist? 
 
Question 13 Does The Bible Depict Many Different Types Or Illustrations Of The Coming Antichrist? 
 
Question 14 Who Was Nimrod? Why Is He Considered To Be A Type Of Antichrist? 
 
Question 15 In What Sense Is King Nebuchadnezzar Of Babylon Like The Future Antichrist? 

 
Question 16   Who Was Antiochus IV? (Epiphanes) Why Is He Considered To Be The Clearest Example 

Of A Person Who Foreshadows The Coming Antichrist? 
 
Question 17 Why Do Most Bible Commentators Believe The Final Antichrist Will Come From Western 

Europe? Could He Come From The USA? 
 
Question 18 How Does The Bible Describe The Final Antichrist? 
 
Question 19 Is It Possible That The Final Antichrist Will Be A Homosexual In That He Has No Desire 

For Women? (Daniel 11:37) 
 



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 5 

Question 20 Will A Personal Antichrist Be Jewish? 
 
Question 21 Will A Personal Antichrist Be A Gentile? 
 
Question 22 Will The Coming Antichrist Claim To Be The Long-Awaited Messiah? 
 
Question 23 Is It Possible The Antichrist Is Caesar Nero Resurrected? (Nero Redivivus) 
 
Question 24  What Is The Theory That Antichrist Will Be Judas Iscariot Reincarnated? 
 
Question 25 How Does The Final Antichrist Fit With The Period Known As, “The Times Of The 

Gentiles? 
 
Question 26 What Qualities Will A Final Antichrist Possess? 
 
Question 27 What Will Be The Career Of Antichrist? 
 
Question 28 Will There Actually Be A Worldwide Rule Of The Antichrist? 
 
Question 29 How Long Will The Antichrist Rule? 
 
Question 30 Is There An Exact Time When Antichrist Is Coming? 
 
Question 31 Will The Antichrist Actually Be Raised From The Dead? 
 
Question 32 What Is The Identity Of The Two Witnesses Which The Beast, Or Antichrist, Kills? 
 
Question 33 What Will Be The Doom Of Antichrist? 
 
Question 34 Who Is The Second Beast, The False Prophet? 
 
Question 35 Is The Second Beast, The False Prophet, An Actual Person? 
 
Question 36 Who Are The Two Beasts In The Book Of Revelation? 

 
Question 37 Is The False Prophet, Rather Than The Beast, The Predicted Antichrist? 
 
Question 38 Will The False Prophet Actually Make People Worship The Antichrist And The Devil? 
 
Question 39 What Is The Mark Of The Beast? 
 
Question 40 Can Anyone Be Saved If They Receive The Mark Of The Beast? 
 
Question 41 Is The Number Of The Beast 666 Or 616? 
 
Question 42 How Will The Antichrist Imitate Jesus? 
 
Question 43 Should We Try To Determine The Identity Of The Final Antichrist? 
 
Question 44 How Has Antichrist Been Misidentified In The Past? 
 
Question 45 Should We Be Looking For The Antichrist? 



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 6 

Question 46 What Are Some Of The Differences Between Jesus Christ And Antichrist? 
 
Question 47 Is It Possible The Antichrist Is Alive Today? 
 
Question 48 What Are Some Of The Unresolved Issues About The Antichrist? 

 
Question 49 What Lessons Can We Learn If We Interpret The Coming Of Antichrist As Something Still 

To Occur? 
 

Question 50 What Should We Conclude About The Idea Of A Coming Antichrist? 
 
Appendix 1 What Is The Theory Of The Assyrian Antichrist? Could He Be A Muslim? 
 
Appendix 2  How Do The Four Kingdoms Of Daniel 2 Relate To The Coming Of  The Final Antichrist 
 
 
About The Author 

 
 

  



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 7 

The Final Antichrist: 
The Coming Caesar 

  
Introduction 
 
There are many questions which arise regarding this figure known as “Antichrist.” Is it a force, a religious 
system, or an actual person who is in view?  
 
If it is a person, is he a mere human being, or is he a supernatural character, perhaps even the offspring of the 
devil himself! Has this person already appeared on the stage of history, or should we expect to see him in the 
future? What does the Bible have to say about these questions? 
 
These matters have been debated throughout the centuries. Indeed, there is tremendous curiosity and 
fascination among believers and non-believers alike on this subject of Antichrist.  
 
Fortunately, the Bible gives us much detail about the origin, background, evil character, inglorious career and 
eventual doom of the final Antichrist, the coming Caesar. 
 
This book will look at what Scripture has to say about this personage. Our goal is to discover exactly how we 
should understand the biblical references to the Antichrist.    
 
Our Focus Is Upon Jesus 
 
The ultimate goal, however, is not to focus on Antichrist, but rather upon Jesus Christ. Antichrist will appear 
for only a short time while our relationship with Jesus Christ will last forever. Consequently, we should always 
have this eternal perspective as we study this subject. 
 
With this in mind, let us now look at what the Bible has to say about “The Final Antichrist: The Coming 
Caesar.” 
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Question 1 
 

Who Or What 
Is Antichrist? 

  
In the New Testament we find the term “Antichrist” used. What does it refer to? Is it a person or an impersonal 
force? If it is a person, can we know his identity? What can we learn about Antichrist from the Bible? 
 
The Meaning Of The Word Antichrist 
 
The word “Antichrist” is actually made up of two Greek words. The word “anti” can mean either, “in place 
of,” “instead of,” or “in opposition to.”  
 
The Greek word “Christos” means the “Messiah,” or “Anointed One.” He is the “Christ.” 
 
Therefore, the term Antichrist indicates someone, or some thing, that attempts to take the place of, usurp the 
authority of, or be in opposition to, the genuine Messiah, Jesus Christ. In other words, Antichrist is, in many 
ways, the opposite of Christ. 
 
The Term Antichrist Is Only Found In The Writings Of John 
 
The specific word “Antichrist” is only found in the New Testament writings of the Apostle John. He uses the 
term five different times in two of his letters, First John and Second John. They are as follows. 
 
There Are Many Antichrists, A Final Antichrist Is Still To Come (1 John 2:18) 
 
In this verse, we have two different references to Antichrist. We discover that there are many Antichrists who 
will come and go, as well as one final Antichrist who is yet to appear. John wrote: 
 

Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and already many such 
Antichrists have appeared. From this we know that the last hour has come (1 John 2:18 NLT). 

 
This first reference in this verse is singular, not plural. It is “the Antichrist” who is coming. This seems to be 
referring to something or someone very specific who has not yet arrived on the scene. 
 
There is also a plural reference in this verse. At the time of his writing, John reports that “many Antichrists” 
have already appeared. From this we can conclude that many Antichrists have appeared and will continue to 
appear until the final Antichrist arrives. 
 
The Spirit Of Antichrist Was Already Present (1 John 4:3) 
 
Though Antichrist was coming, we are also told that the spirit of Antichrist was already present at the time of 
John: 
 

Every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 
heard was coming and now is in the world already (1 John 4:3 ESV). 

 
There is such a thing as the “spirit of Antichrist,” and we are told that this particular spirit was in the world 
when John wrote. 
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Antichrist Denies The True Christ (1 John 2:22) 
 
John later said that anyone who denies Jesus is the Messiah, or the Christ, is “an Antichrist.” He put it this way:  
 

And who is a liar? Anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ. Anyone who denies the Father and the 
Son is an Antichrist (1 John 2:22 NLT)  

 
If a person denies God the Father and God the Son, then they are considered to be an Antichrist; one who is 
opposed to the God of the Bible. 
 
Present-day Deceivers Are Linked To Antichrist (2 John 7) 
 
In the Second letter of John, he warned about deceivers, or Antichrists, who are already in the world. He linked 
them to the final Antichrist. We read the following: 
 

For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in 
the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist (2 John 7 ESV). 

 
Anyone who does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, that God the Son became a human being 
in the Person of Jesus Christ, is called the deceiver, the Antichrist. 
 
The Title “Antichrist” Is Used In A Threefold Sense 
 
From these writings of John, we learn the following three different uses of the term “Antichrist” from the five 
times that he uses this expression.  
 
1. There Is A Final Antichrist That Is Yet To Come 
 
The first use of the term is to designate some person or some thing which will rise up and oppose Christ in the 
future. At the time John wrote, this final Antichrist had not yet appeared. Therefore, Antichrist was still to 
come.  
 
What is interesting to note is that the people to whom John was writing had already heard about this coming 
Antichrist. John himself may have been the one who taught them about this personage. The subject was well-
known to the people at that time in the early church. 
 
2. Presently There Are Many Antichrists 
 
Although there will be a final Antichrist, the second usage of the term informs us that many Antichrists have 
come and will continue to come before the appearance of the final one. In other words, every generation has 
“an Antichrist.” This is what John is emphasizing in his letter. Many types of this future Antichrist, the coming 
Caesar, have already appeared and are still appearing. Believers need to be aware of this. 
 
These truths about Antichrist are in harmony with what Paul wrote to the Thessalonians about the spirit of 
lawlessness which was already at work. He wrote: 
 

For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to 
do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will 
overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming (2 Thessalonians 2:7,8 
NIV). 
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3. The Spirit Of Antichrist Has Been Working In The World From The Beginning 
 
The third use of the term is the “spirit of antichrist.” Lest we forget, this lawless power of Antichrist has been 
at work since the beginning of the Christian church through many individual Antichrists which have come and 
gone. This same spirit of Antichrist will continue until the arrival of the final Antichrist. 
 
In addition to this threefold description, there are other things that we learn. 
 
Antichrist, By Nature, Is A Liar 
 
John points out one of the basic qualities of this adversary of the Lord; Antichrist is a liar. It is one who denies 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. Therefore, the Antichrist denies both God the Father and God the Son.   
 
The Message Of Antichrist Is A Denial Of Jesus As The Messiah 
 
The spirit of Antichrist will not confess that Jesus Christ actually came in human flesh. It is a denial that God 
became a human being in the Person of Jesus Christ. This is crucial to understand. Antichrist denies the very 
reason for which Jesus Christ came into our world. 
 
Antichrists Deny The Christ Has Actually Come Into The World 
 
Antichrist also emphasizes the denial of this personage that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.  
 
Some attempt to find a denial of Jesus’ Second Coming in this statement. They translate 2 John 7 as a future 
tense, “Jesus Christ is coming.” This would have Antichrist denying the Second Coming of Christ, as well as 
his First Coming.  
 
While this is possible, it seems more likely that Antichrist is denying the fact that God became a human being 
in the Person of Jesus Christ. Thus, the specific denial of Antichrist is the denial of the coming of Christ the 
first time around; a key truth of the New Testament.   
 
This sums up some basic facts we learn about Antichrist from John’s use of the term.  
 
Is Antichrist A Person, Religious System, Or Influence? 
 
The term Antichrist has been subject to a number of different interpretations among Bible believers. Some see 
it as referring to a false religious system while others believe it refers to an evil influence or spirit that is against 
Jesus Christ.  
 
There is also the view that Antichrist refers to an actual person, who has already come upon the scene of history, 
or who will come in the future. We will examine each of these possibilities as we look at what the Scripture has 
to say about this important topic. 
 
Antichrist Is Prominent In Scripture 
 
While John is the only biblical writer to use this particular term “Antichrist,” we will discover that the subject 
of the coming “Antichrist” is actually found throughout the entire Scripture.  
 
Indeed, one may be surprised to learn that there are over one hundred references to the future Antichrist in the 
Bible.  
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Thus, Antichrist is a very important subject. This being the case, the entire scope of biblical teaching on this 
subject should be thoroughly examined. This is exactly what we plan to do. 
 
Summary To Question 1   
Who Or What Is Antichrist?   
 
The word Antichrist is made up of two Greek words; anti and Christos. The word “anti” can mean, “in place 
of,” “instead of,” or “in opposition to.” The Greek word, “Christos” means “the Messiah,” or “Anointed One.” 
It refers to the Christ.  
 
Therefore, the term Antichrist indicates something or someone who attempts to take the place of, or be in 
opposition to, the genuine Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
 
The specific term Antichrist is only found in the New Testament, and only in the writings of the disciple John. 
It is used in both the singular and in the plural. Four references are in the letter of First John while there is one 
reference in Second John. These five times in which this term is used tells us much about Antichrist.  
 
For one thing, when John wrote his first letter the final Antichrist had not yet arrived, although many Antichrists 
had already appeared. This indicates a single final Antichrist will come on the scene. However, before this 
personage does appear there will be many individuals who will exhibit similar traits to the final Antichrist. They 
too can be rightfully labeled “Antichrists.” 
 
Consequently, we must distinguish between the many Antichrists which have appeared throughout the history 
of the church, and the final Antichrist who is yet to appear.  
 
Furthermore, John writes about the “spirit of Antichrist” which has been at work since the beginning.  
 
Hence the term Antichrist is used in a threefold sense, many Antichrists, the Final Antichrist, and the spirit of 
Antichrist. 
 
We also find that Antichrist is a liar who denies Jesus is the Messiah. By denying Jesus Christ, one denies both 
God the Father and God the Son.   
 
The message of Antichrist is that Jesus was not God in human flesh. In other words, he denies the very central 
message of the gospel. This is crucial to understand. Antichrist denies the biblical truth that God the Son came 
to our world in the Person of Jesus Christ. 
 
These are some of the basic facts regarding the subject of Antichrist from the use of the term in John’s writings. 
Much more could be added. 
 
There is a question as to whether Antichrist should be viewed as a person, as an influence, or as a religious 
system. Believers have debated this through the ages.  
 
As we shall see, it will be obvious that John, as well as the other biblical writers, was writing about an evil 
individual who will eventually come upon the stage of history, a final Antichrist. 
 
While John is the only biblical writer who uses this specific term “Antichrist,” this subject is found over one 
hundred times in Scripture. Both testaments contain references to this final Antichrist. Therefore, it is not an 
obscure topic. Antichrist is one of the main characters of the Bible.  
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Question 2 
 

Why Is It Important To 
Study About Antichrist? 

 
Before we engage in a detailed biblical study of the subject of Antichrist, it is important that we understand 
why we ought to do so. Why should we take our time and study such an evil subject? In other words, shouldn’t 
our time be better spent by studying certain truths about God? Shouldn’t we concentrate on the good instead 
of the evil?  
 
There are, however, a number of reasons as to why the subject of Antichrist should get our attention. 
 
1. The Subject Of Antichrist Is Part Of Holy Scripture 
 
To begin with, the subject of Antichrist is contained in the Bible, the Word of God. Since it is recorded in Holy 
Scripture it should not be neglected, rather the subject of Antichrist should be thoroughly studied.  
 
In fact, the Bible is clear that all Scripture is profitable for our study. Paul wrote to Timothy: 
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 
3:16,17 ESV). 

 
Since the subject of Antichrist is part of Scripture, it will be profitable for us to study. For this reason alone, it 
should not be neglected.  
 
Furthermore, as we shall see, there are a number of practical benefits which will result from a look at what the 
Bible has to say about the coming Antichrist. It is not merely an academic exercise. 

 
2. Antichrist Is Highlighted In Scripture 
 
There is something else. The final Antichrist, this coming Caesar, is not an obscure subject in the Bible. Indeed, 
as we shall discover there are a number of passages, over one hundred of them in both testaments, which talk 
about the coming Antichrist. The fact that Scripture gives such attention to this subject is another reason why 
we should also. Indeed, apart from Jesus Christ, Antichrist is the most written about character in the entire 
Bible. 
 
3. He Is Prominent In End-Time Events 
 
Not only is Antichrist highlighted in Scripture, he is also “the” prominent figure on the earth with respect to 
end-time events. Paul wrote about this to the Thessalonians: 
 

Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the rebellion occurs and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over 
everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming 
himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 NIV). 

 
Since Antichrist is the major figure on the earth during the predicted end-time events, we should want to know 
as much as we can about him. 
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4. Some Christians Think We Will Live To See Him 
 
There is the perspective, held by many Christians, that the church of Jesus Christ, the true believers, will actually 
still exist on the earth during the reign of the final Antichrist. We do know that there will be saints, or believers, 
during this period of time.  
 
In fact, we read in the Book of Revelation that this personage persecutes and actually kills many of the saints 
of God. Scripture says: 
 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of 
God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and 
true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Revelation 
6:9-10 ESV). 

 
Many think this refers to the believers which are part of the New Testament church. Since the church will be 
around during the career of a personal Antichrist, then we should do everything that we can to prepare for this 
difficult period. This includes knowing what we can about this personage. 
 
Even if we will not be around to see Antichrist, at the very least, this man of sin will come shortly before the 
Lord returns. Either way, we need to know about him. 
 
5. The Subject Is More Than Something Of Mere Curiosity Or Sensationalism 
 
The study of such a character as Antichrist, therefore, should be more than a mere exercise in curiosity. It has 
many practical implications. Consequently, if we want to study the entire counsel of God, we should not neglect 
this important subject. This is especially true if we may believe the church will suffer its worse persecution ever 
through the final Antichrist.  
 
Therefore, it is not a subject merely for the sensationalist or for the curious. It is a subject which every serious 
student of the Word of God should investigate. 
 
6. Antichrist Has Been A Subject Of Study By Believers From The Beginning 
 
The fact that we are embarking on a study of Antichrist is not something novel. Indeed, from the very beginning 
of the Christian church there have been those who have been exploring the subject.  
 
For example, the second century church father, Irenaeus, wrote a work titled Against Heresies. In this particular 
volume, this early churchman discussed the person of Antichrist as well as the subject of the “mark of the 
beast.” 
 
One of the immediate disciples of Irenaeus, a man named Hippolytus, wrote a work called On Christ and 
Antichrist. This detailed volume was entirely devoted to the subject of the coming man of sin. 
 
Many other references could be cited. The point is this: Antichrist has been a subject of interest among Bible-
believers from the very beginning of the New Testament church. 
 
Conclusion: This Subject Should Be Properly Studied 
 
These are a few of the many reasons as to why this subject should not be neglected. As can readily be seen, it 
is important that we take the time to understand what the Scripture says about this topic.  
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Sad to say, it actually promotes the interests of the devil to keep people in ignorance about the coming man of 
sin. Satan would love people to neglect this subject, or cloud it with unwarranted speculation or sensationalism.  
 
Unfortunately, there has been too much sensationalism on this subject. The tragic fact is that many books have 
been written which claim to identify the long-awaited Antichrist. These writers believe that they have 
determined the personage whose name equals the number 666.  
 
When these writers are eventually shown to be incorrect, as all of them have been, their misidentification has 
caused many people to ignore the topic, or assume nothing can be accurately known about it. This is 
heartbreaking. There is much to learn from a proper study of Scripture on this issue.  
 
Our goal, therefore, should be to get a comprehensive understanding of Antichrist from a study of the Bible 
and then draw conclusions from what we have learned. In this way, we can do justice to this extremely important 
subject. 
 
The Final Goal Is Jesus Christ, Not Antichrist 
 
When engaged in a study like this, we should always emphasize the point that it is Jesus Christ, not Antichrist, 
that is the main theme of Scripture. Too often this is forgotten when people study end times Bible prophecy. 
Eric Sauer had some excellent words on this subject: 
 

The final goal of Christianity is Jesus Christ…It is the unmistakable teaching of the Bible that the goal of 
history is…that the kingdom of God does not reach sovereignty through growth and ascent but only after 
worldwide collapse and catastrophe. Lawlessness will take the upper hand, the love of many will grow cold 
(Matthew 24:12), and when the Son of Man comes, He will find but little (italics his) faith on earth (Luke 
18:8). Not Christianizing of civilization but increasing hatred of the world unto the expulsion of Christianity 
by civilization—this is the path foretold by Bible prophecy. (Erich Sauer, The Triumph of the Crucified, The 
Paternoster Press, First Published 1951, Copyright 1964, p. 117). 
 

Well said. This increasing hatred will culminate in the appearance of the Final Antichrist. This is one of the 
many reasons as to why we study this subject—all the while remembering that it is Jesus Christ who is the 
theme of Scripture! 
 
Summary To Question 2    
Why Is It Important To Study About Antichrist?   
 
The subject of Antichrist is one in which many believers do not ever undertake. For a variety of reasons, they 
are not the least bit interested in learning what the Bible says about this topic. However, this is not how we 
should approach this issue. There are a number of reasons as to why this subject should be thoroughly studied.  
 
For one thing, the biblical teaching about Antichrist is part of Holy Scripture. Since all Scripture is profitable 
for our personal study, we should discover what the Bible does say about this issue.   
 
Furthermore, there are many things to be learned from a study of Antichrist. Since Antichrist is one who 
opposes, or attempts to take the place of Christ, we can learn valuable lessons of what we should and should 
not do as we attempt to imitate the genuine Christ.  
 
In addition, the subject of Antichrist is highlighted in Scripture. As we shall see in our study, there are a number 
of passages in both testaments which deal with Antichrist. Since it is an important theme in Scripture, we should 
take the time to look into it. 
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Indeed, the final Antichrist is center-stage for events which are still to come on the face of the earth. The Book 
of Revelation, which speaks of these coming events, highlights Antichrist and his evil deeds. Because Antichrist 
is such an important figure on the earth before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, it gives us further reason 
to know as much as we can about this subject. 
 
There may be an extremely practical reason for a study such as this. Many Bible-believing Christians think that 
the church will be around to personally experience the final Antichrist. We know that many believers will be 
persecuted and killed by Antichrist. If it is true that Christians will face Antichrist, then we need to know as 
much as possible about this personage to prepare for this difficult time. Even if the church will not personally 
experience this coming man of sin, the subject is still of the utmost importance. 
 
Therefore, the study of Antichrist should be more than a mere curiosity for believers. It has many practical 
benefits. While we should be careful to steer clear of unwarranted sensationalism when looking into the topic 
of Antichrist, we should not avoid this important focus of Scripture. Indeed, Christians have made a study of 
Antichrist from the very beginnings of the church. In this same tradition, modern-day believers should also 
take the time to delve into this issue.  
 
Unfortunately, many have not done this because of the sensationalism attached to the subject. It is regrettable 
that so many works have been produced identifying the final Antichrist and how a certain person’s name equals 
the number 666.  
 
Of course, their claims are eventually refuted. When this occurs it often causes people to step back from the 
subject, since they do not want to be identified with this sort of frivolous behavior. This is why we need a 
proper understanding of what Scripture says about this topic. Only then can we make informed conclusions. 
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Question 3 
 

What Can We Learn From The Way The  
Subject Of The Antichrist Been Viewed  

During The History Of The Church? 
 
The subject of Antichrist has been one in which Christians have continually discussed since the time of Jesus. 
We can learn much by examining how other Bible-believers have historically viewed this subject. Indeed, from 
a look at how the church has understood the subject of Antichrist we can make the following observations. 
 
1. Christians Have Sought To Discover The Identity Of Antichrist From The Beginning 
 
One important thing which we learn is that Christians have been discussing Antichrist from the very beginning, 
as well as trying to determine the identity of this coming “man of sin.” While the apostles of Jesus were still 
alive there were at least three candidates who had some of the qualifications of the coming Antichrist. Each of 
them was a Roman Emperor. 
 
Caligula 
 
The first candidate for the biblical Antichrist in New Testament times was the crazed Roman Emperor Caligula. 
Just like what the Bible says will occur with the predicted final Antichrist, Caligula attempted to place an image 
of himself in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. His attempts failed for he was assassinated before his imperial 
order was carried out. Yet for a time, he looked as though he would be the one who would fulfill these biblical 
predictions. 
 
Nero 
 
Caesar Nero was another individual to whom the final Antichrist was linked. While he did indeed possess a 
number of traits that the coming man of sin will himself possess, Nero, like Caligula, passed from the scene 
without fulfilling the Scripture about this evil personage. He was not the predicted one. 
 
Domitian 
 
There was a third candidate for Antichrist among the Roman Emperors, Domitian. He is the man who banished 
John the Apostle to the Island of Patmos, where John penned the Book of Revelation. Indeed, some 
interpreters believe Domitian is actually the first “beast” which John wrote about.  
 
Again, it was not to be. All of the Apostles died, and the Emperor Domitian passed from the scene, without 
fulfilling the predictions of the coming Antichrist. The final Antichrist was still to appear at some time in the 
future. 
 
2. In The Early Church The Antichrist Was Universally  

Believed To Be A Genuine Man, Not An Institution 
 
This brings us to an extremely important point. While Christians from the very beginning have attempted to 
determine the identity of the Antichrist, without exception, they were looking for an individual man to fulfill the 
biblical predictions. Indeed, as far as we can tell, everyone in the early church who wrote about the coming 
Antichrist, was looking for a particular individual to fulfill the predictions. We never find them merely looking 
for some type of “spirit of evil” or a certain “evil institution.”  
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In other words, they understood the Scripture predicting that a man will come on the scene of history who will 
be the final Antichrist, the great “Opposer” of the Lord.  
 
We will provide a number of illustrations.  
 
The Early Document “The Teaching Of The Apostles” 
 
A document written at an early date called, “The Teaching of the Apostles,” had this to say about the coming 
man of sin:  
 

For in the last days the false prophets and the destroyers shall be multiplied, and the sheep shall be turned 
into wolves, and love shall be turned into hate. For when lawlessness increases, they shall hate and persecute 
and deliver up one another; and then shall appear the world-deceiver as the Son of God, who shall do signs 
and wonders, and the earth shall be delivered into his hands, and he shall do lawless deeds such as have 
never yet been done since the beginning of the world. Then shall the race of men come into the fire of 
trial, and many shall be offended and shall perish, but they who have endured in their faith shall be saved 
under the very curse itself. 

 
This document, which may date back to a period of time shortly after the time of the apostles, makes it clear 
that in the last days, a miracle-working world-deceiver will come on the scene shortly before the return of 
Christ. In other words, the believers were expecting a specific person to come and do all these things. 
 
Irenaeus: Bishop Of Lyon (A.D. 140-202) 
 
Irenaeus, writing in the second century, composed a treatise on the coming Antichrist. He too emphasized that 
Antichrist was a particular individual who would appear immediately before the coming of Christ. He wrote 
that Antichrist would sit in a rebuilt Jerusalem temple: 
 

He will reign a time, times, and half a time (Daniel 7:25) i.e. three and a half years and will sit in the temple 
at Jerusalem; then the Lord shall come from heaven and cast him into the lake of fire, and shall bring to 
the saints the time of reigning, the seventh day of hallowed rest, and give to Abraham the promised 
inheritance (Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 30.4). 

 
Irenaeus was obviously looking for a personal Antichrist to come, as well as a future temple to be built.  
 
The First Complete Work On The Subject Of Antichrist: Hippolytus (A.D. 220) 
 
Hippolytus was a disciple of Irenaeus. As far as we can tell, he wrote the first complete work on the subject of 
the coming man of sin called, “On Christ and Antichrist.” Among other things, he said the following: 
 

Which horn (Daniel 7) shows that the one which budded is none other than the Antichrist who will restore 
the kingdom of the Jews . . . Christ Jesus sprung from the Hebrews; He too will be born a Jew. Christ 
declared His flesh to be a temple and raised it on the third day, so he (the Antichrist) will restore at Jerusalem 
the Temple of Stone.     

 
This is a further reference to this coming “man” of sin. Hippolytus was looking for a specific person to come 
on the scene. In addition, he believed that this final Antichrist would restore the temple that had been destroyed 
some one hundred and fifty years earlier.   
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Tertullian Of Carthage A.D. 170: Antichrists Are Already Here 
 
Tertullian, the Bishop of Carthage, also wrote about the coming Antichrist, as well as other Antichrists who 
had already arrived. He seems to be the first of the early Christian writers which recognized that the spirit of 
Antichrist was always present in the world. In other words, there was always someone who was acting as 
“Antichrist” in his rebellion against Christ and His church. However, he also realized that a personal Antichrist 
was still to come. 
 
Cyril Bishop Of Jerusalem (Fourth Century) 
 
In the fourth century, we have the following words from Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, about the coming 
Antichrist. He put it this way: 
      

This aforementioned Antichrist comes when the times of the sovereignty of the Romans shall be fulfilled, 
and the concluding events of the world draw nigh. Ten kings of the Romans arise at the same time in 
different places, perhaps, but reigning at the same period. But after these, the Antichrist is the eleventh, 
having, by his magic and evil skill, violently possessed himself of the Roman power. Three of those who 
have reigned before him, he will subdue; the other seven he will hold in subjection to himself. At first he 
assumes a character of gentleness (as if a wise and understanding person), pretending both to moderation 
and philanthropy; deceiving, both by lying miracles and prodigies which come from his magical deceptions, 
the Jews, as if he were the expected Messiah. Afterwards he will addict himself to every kind of evil, cruelty, 
and excess, so as to surpass all who have been unjust and impious before him, having a bloody and relentless 
and pitiless mind, and full of wily devices against all, and especially against believers. But having dared such 
things three years and six months, he will be destroyed by the second glorious coming from heaven of the 
truly begotten Son of God, who is our Lord and Savior, Jesus the true Messiah, who, having destroyed 
Antichrist by the Spirit of His mouth, will deliver him to the fire Gehenna. 

 
This is further testimony from another early church leader about this coming man of sin. Indeed, many specific 
details that are found in the Scripture about this coming world leader are cited by Cyril. He believed that they 
would be literally fulfilled someday, fulfilled by an individual person. 
 
The Epistle Of Barnabas: The Antichrist Is The Black One 
 
There was an epistle written early in the history of the church which was attributed to the New Testament 
character Barnabas, the man who was the traveling companion of Paul. It is universally agreed that the biblical 
Barnabas did not write this epistle. Still, from this early document we learn about the coming man of sin whom 
the author calls “the Black One.”  
 
We find that this “Black One” will come out of the Roman Empire, which was assumed to be the fourth beast 
of Daniel’s vision of four successive world empires. The writer warned of the following: 
 

Take heed in these last days. For the whole time of our faith shall profit us nothing unless we now, in the 
season of lawlessness and in the offenses that shall be, as become sons of God, offer resistance, that the 
Black One may not affect an entrance.  

 
He wrote that the Black One must be resisted. This is further indication of the belief that the man of sin would 
be a solitary human being who had not yet made his appearance on the earth. 
 
Gregory Of Tours (Sixth Century) 
 
Gregory of Tours, who wrote at the end of the sixth century, penned the following words about the future 
Antichrist: 
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Concerning the end of the world, I believe what I have learnt from those who have gone before me. 
Antichrist will assume circumcision, asserting himself to be the Christ. He will then place a statue to be 
worshipped in the Temple at Jerusalem, as we read that the Lord has said, ‘You shall see the abomination 
of desolation standing in the holy place.’ 

 
Although the city of Jerusalem, along with the temple, had been destroyed some six centuries earlier, it was 
understood that the temple would one day be rebuilt. 
 
Examples such as these, from the writings of the early believers, could be multiplied.  
 
Therefore, the one thing which becomes clear from reading the Christian writers of the early centuries is that 
they universally believed Antichrist to be a definite human being who was still to come on the scene of history. 
Furthermore, he would literally fulfill the biblical predictions concerning the man of sin, including claiming to 
be God in a rebuilt temple in the city of Jerusalem. 
 
(A.D. 1000) The Expectation Of Christ’s Coming (The Pamphlet Of Adso) 
 
The year A.D. 1000 was assumed to be significant by the Christians of that era. Indeed, as the one-thousand-
year mark from the time of Christ approached, there was a certain expectation for the soon return of the Lord. 
The wife of Louis IV, the King of France, embraced this idea of the near coming of Christ.  
 
Since Scripture teaches that Antichrist must appear before the Second Coming of Christ, she then asked Adso, 
her court chaplain, to put together whatever he could compile about the subject of the future man of sin.  
 
Adso eventually put his findings into writing. It was titled, “Little work on Antichrist.” He concluded that the 
spirit of Antichrist had been around in the past in the Roman Emperors Nero and Domitian. However, there 
was still a final Antichrist to come. This Antichrist would be a real person.  
 
From his understanding of Scripture, Adso assumed this man of sin would be a Jew from the tribe of Dan. 
Though he would be born in Babylon, Antichrist would be brought up in the land of Israel in two of the cities 
which Jesus cursed, Chorazin and Bethsaida.  
 
He wrote the following of the final Antichrist: 
 

[He] will be born of Jewish parents, of the tribe of Dan, but his mother will not be a virgin, as many believe.  
. . .  [Instead] the devil will enter into the mother of Antichrist, and his evil power will always support him. 
Babylon will be his birthplace, but he will be brought up and taught in [the cities of] Bethsaida and Chorazin. 
After his education at the hands of evil spirits he will go to Jerusalem and place his seat in the Temple 
which he will have rebuilt.  . . .  He will claim that he is the Son of the All-Powerful God.  . . . He will 
perform many signs and great miracles. Those who believe in him will be marked on the forehead with a 
sign. For three and a half years he will rule, at the end of that period, he will put to death Enoch and Elijah, 
who will have previously opposed him by preaching the true faith. Shortly afterwards, Christ will appear, 
and Antichrist will be killed by Michael the Archangel. 

 
Note that Adso believed that this miracle-working man of sin would come to the temple in Jerusalem and 
blaspheme the Lord, claiming to be the Son of God. Those who will accept his claim, and follow the man of 
sin, will receive his mark on their forehead.  
 
According to Adso, this final Antichrist would eventually be killed at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ by 
Michael the Archangel.  
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This pamphlet of Adso on the subject of Antichrist had enormous influence during the medieval period. As is 
consistent with what has been written before, the people were looking for a specific man to come onto the 
scene. 
 
3. In The Fourteenth Century: Antichrist Begins To Be Interpreted Identified With The Papacy 
 
As we have noted, Christians were looking for a specific individual to fulfill what Scripture says about the 
coming beast of the Book of Revelation, the final Antichrist. While many Antichrists had come, and were still 
coming, there is going to be one specific individual who will be different from all of the rest. Not only will he 
be a world ruler, his coming will immediately precede the Second Coming of Christ.   
 
Ideas About Antichrist Begin To Change 
 
However, this idea began to change in the fourteenth century. At that time the Antichrist was not equated with 
a personage who would arrive at some time in the future but rather with someone who was presently upon the 
earth, the pope and the papacy.  
 
About A.D. 1350, group of believers, known as the Waldensians published a pamphlet which equated Antichrist 
with the head of the Roman Catholic Church. While they were not the first group to do this, their identification 
struck a responsive chord in the hearts of many people and consequently the idea began to spread. 
 
Since the Roman Church, led by the pope, had a history of persecuting Bible-believers, the idea that the papacy 
was the predicted Antichrist seemed to fit with what the Scripture had to say about this subject. Indeed, there 
are many elements of the Roman Church, the pope, and the papacy which were consistent with the biblical 
description of Antichrist.  
 
Yet, while there are many points of agreement between the practices of the Roman Church with its popes and 
the coming Antichrist, the Bible clearly predicts that Antichrist will be a man; not an institution such as the 
Roman Catholic Church and the papacy.  
 
Furthermore, this one man must come on the scene immediately prior to the return of Jesus Christ. While the 
Roman Church and the papacy is in many ways a type of Antichrist, it does not fulfill the specific predictions 
of Scripture. 
 
4. The Protestant Reformers Identified Antichrist With The Papacy 
 
Unfortunately, most of the Protestant Reformers identified the papal system and the pope as the predicted 
Antichrist. This idea almost became an article of faith among Protestants during the sixteenth century. Indeed, 
there was a unified view among Protestant interpreters as to the identity of the beast.  
 
This includes such people as the German reformers Martin Luther and Philip Melanchthon, French reformer 
John Calvin, the Swiss reformer Zwingli and the biblical translator William Tyndale.  
 
All of these men of God were convinced that the biblical Antichrist was alive and living in the city of Rome 
with the title the Bishop of Rome, the pope. 
 
5. Certain Confessional Statements Reflected The Idea That The Pope Was Antichrist 
 
Furthermore the identification of the pope with the Antichrist was memorialized in a number of confessional 
statements during that era. These statements summed up the beliefs of a certain specific group of Christians. 
 
For example in 1646, the Westminster Confession stated the following: 



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 21 

 
There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ: nor can the Pope of Rome in any sense be 
the head thereof; but is that Antichrist, the man of sin and son of perdition, that exalteth himself in the 
church against Christ, and all that is called God (Westminster Confession of Faith, 25:6).  

  
The accepted view of that particular era among Protestants was that the papacy and the man of sin were one-
in-the-same. 
 
6. Through A Literal Interpretation Of Prophecy The Idea Returns  

That Antichrist Is A Person Who Is Still To Come 
 
While the idea was accepted in many Protestant circles that the papacy was the biblical Antichrist, things began 
to change. As people began to do a serious study of the prophetic Scripture it became apparent that Antichrist 
was not limited to a mere evil influence, religious system, or one particular pope ruling at a certain time. Though 
there were indeed people and institutions in every generation fulfilling the role of Antichrist, there is still a 
coming man of sin who must appear immediately before the return of Jesus Christ.  
 
Consequently, a literal understanding of the predictions of Holy Scripture has led Bible students to this 
conclusion: a final Antichrist will appear on the scene of history at some unknown time in the future.   
This briefly sums up some of the highlights of the understanding of Antichrist among Bible-believing Christians 
throughout the history of the church. To this, much more could be added. 
 
Summary To Question 3  
What Can We Learn From The Way The Subject Of The  
Antichrist Been Viewed During The History Of The Church? 
 
The subject of Antichrist has been one of interest for Bible believers from the very beginning of the Christian 
church. Consequently, there are a number of lessons which can be learned from what has occurred in the past. 
 
We find that the Christians have always had a keen interest in the topic of Antichrist. For example, those living 
in the early years of the church were paying close attention to what Scriptures said about the identity of the 
man of sin. Indeed three Roman Emperors, Caligula, Nero, and Domitian fulfilled many of the requirements 
of this evil personage. However, none of these men was the evil beast which the Scripture spoke about. 
 
One thing which does become clear from the writings of the early Christians on the subject of Antichrist is that 
the coming man of sin is viewed as a person, not an evil institution or an evil force. This was seemingly a 
universal belief among those in the early church. 
 
Church fathers such as Irenaeus of Lyon, Tertullian of Carthage, Cyril of Jerusalem, and Gregory of Tours all 
testified to a personal Antichrist which was still to come. The Epistle of Barnabas, though not written by the 
Apostle Barnabas, spoke of the coming of the “Black Man.” Again, they were looking for a person. 
 
As the year A.D. 1000 approached there was an eager expectation of the return of Christ to the earth. The wife 
of the King of France, believing this to be true, asked her court chaplain, Adso, to compile everything he could 
find on the subject of Antichrist; seeing that the man of sin must appear before Jesus comes back. From his 
research, Adso concluded that Antichrist would be Jew who would come to the temple in Jerusalem and defile 
it by claiming to be the Son of God. His reign would be shortened by the Second Coming of Christ where he 
would be killed by Michael the Archangel. The pamphlet of Adso had enormous influence during this historical 
period. Once more we find that the people were looking for an individual man to fulfill the predictions of 
Antichrist. 
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In fact, it seems that it was commonly held by Christians until about the fourteen century that the biblical 
description of Antichrist was the description of a person who was still to come on the stage of history. However, 
in the fourteen century the idea became popular that the Antichrist was not a personage to come in the future 
but rather was already on the earth in the person of the pope and the papacy. 
 
Indeed, once a number of Protestant groups labeled the pope and the papacy as the biblical Antichrist, the idea 
spread quickly. Soon it became the accepted interpretation among Protestants. The Protestant Reformers, 
seemingly to a man, made it clear that they believed the papacy was the predicted “first beast” of the Book of 
Revelation. 
 
This was also reflected in certain of the confessions of faith of that era. For example, the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, in 1646, made it clear that the signers of this confession believed the pope was the biblical 
Antichrist. 
 
It was only after Bible students returned to a literal interpretation of all Scripture, including Bible prophecy, 
that the idea was once again upheld of a personal Antichrist who was still to come at some unknown time in 
the future.  
 
We find this to be true in our present day. Indeed, among those who believe Bible prophecy should be 
interpreted in a literal manner, the understanding of Antichrist is the same as what was universally held by the 
early church; the coming Antichrist is an evil individual who is yet to appear on the stage of history.  
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Question 4 
 

What Are The Various Views Of The Book Of Revelation  
With Respect To The Coming Antichrist? 

 
One issue which must be dealt with before we engage in our detailed study of the biblical Antichrist concerns 
how we will look at what Scripture in general, and the Book of Revelation in particular, says about this subject. 
To do this we need a basic understanding of how Revelation has been interpreted. 
 
Generally speaking, there are four basic ways in which the words contained in the Book of Revelation are 
interpreted. We can simply state them as follows. 
 
1. The Preterist View 
 
The word “preterist” is Latin for “past.” There are some Bible commentators who believe the events listed in 
the Book of Revelation have, for the most part, already been fulfilled. Therefore, a study of Antichrist is a study 
of past historical events, not future events. While there are many lessons to be learned from the study of 
Antichrist, we should not look forward to a personal Antichrist because anything written about him has already 
been fulfilled. The biblical Antichrist has already come. This is the preterist position.  
 
2. The Idealist View 
 
Another way of looking at the events in Revelation is the idealist perspective. Contrary to the preterist view, 
which sees Revelation dealing with actual historical events, the idealist view does not understand these things 
in a literal manner. Revelation idealizes the struggle between good and evil. It is a mistake according to the 
idealist view, to interpret these passages literally. What is written in Revelation illustrates timeless truths.  
 
3. The Historicist View 
 
Some interpreters see the Book of Revelation as being continually fulfilled in history. This is known as the 
historicist interpretation. Thus, the predictions of the Antichrist have a present application in every generation 
throughout this age. Many Protestant interpreters believe the predictions about the Antichrist have its ongoing 
fulfillment in the papacy. They point out the many similarities between the practices of the Roman Church and 
the biblical teaching about Antichrist.  
 
Others see the fulfillment in the rise of Muhammad and Islam. Thus, historicists see a literal fulfillment of the 
predictions in the Book of Revelation which are constantly occurring. 
 
4. The Futurist View 
 
Finally there is the futurist view which sees the bulk of Revelation as describing events still to come. This 
includes references to Antichrist. Those who hold this particular point of view believe that a personal Antichrist, 
also called the “beast” or “first beast,” will come on the scene of history immediately before the Second Coming 
of Christ.  
 
Therefore, according to the futurist, Scripture speaks of a particular individual known as the man of sin, or 
Antichrist, who is still to come.  
 
This gives a brief summation of the various ways in which the references to the beast, or Antichrist, as described 
in the Book of Revelation and elsewhere, are interpreted. 
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Summary To Question 4   
What Are The Various Views Of The Book Of Revelation  
With Respect To The Coming Antichrist? 
 
It is important that we have a basic understanding of the various views that Bible students have of the Book of 
Revelation with respect to the subject of Antichrist. Four main views have been put forth by Bible-believing 
Christians. They can be briefly stated as follows. 
 
The preterist view sees most things written in the Book of Revelation as having already taken place in history. 
Therefore, any predicted Antichrist has come and gone from the scene. Hence, any study of Antichrist is one 
of a past historical figure, it is not of a personage who is still to come. 
 
The idealist view holds that the events described in Revelation are not to be understood literally but rather are 
symbolic of the struggle between good and evil, right and wrong. Consequently, we should not look for a 
personal Antichrist, either in the past or in the future. Antichrist represents the timeless struggles believers face. 
 
The historicist view holds that the events recorded in Revelation are literal events and have had a continual 
fulfillment throughout church history. Often this has led Protestant commentators to view the Roman Catholic 
Church and the pope as the predicted Antichrist. Others believe Muhammad is the predicted beast of 
Revelation. 
 
The futuristic view believes most of the things written in the Book of Revelation will take place in the future. 
Therefore, we should expect a personal Antichrist, the beast of Revelation, to come on the scene of history at 
some future moment. This will take place immediately before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
 
This briefly sums up the four major perspectives of the Book of Revelation. Within each of these perspectives 
there is a wide variety of interpretation.  
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Question 5 
 

Have The Events In The Book Of Revelation,  
Including Those Dealing With Antichrist, Been  

Fulfilled In History? (Preterist View) 
 
Some Bible commentators believe the events in the Book of Revelation, were for the most part fulfilled in the 
first century. Therefore, any reference to a personal Antichrist would have been long-fulfilled. Those holding 
this viewpoint are known as “preterists” which is Latin for “past.” This being the case there is no need to find 
any future fulfillment of the predictions regarding the coming beast, the Antichrist. The biblical Antichrist has 
come and gone from the pages of history.  
 
We can briefly sum up the arguments for preterism as follows. 
 
1. The Book Of Revelation Was Written At An Early Date 
 
One of the necessary ingredients for those who hold the preterist position is an early date of the Book of 
Revelation. If Revelation was written before the middle of the year A.D. 66, then the events which are written 
as predictions could tie into the destruction of the city of Jerusalem. Therefore, the events listed could now be 
considered as having taken place in the past. 
 
2. Most Predicted Events Are Now Past 
 
This brings us to our next point. Preterism holds that the great judgments found in the Book of the Revelation 
have already been fulfilled. Consequently, Revelation is interpreted exclusively as dealing with the difficult first-
century situations which the believers were facing. According to the preterist position, there is no attempt to 
predict future events beyond that first generation. 
 
Usually preterists say that any future understanding of Revelation removes the relevance for John’s original 
audience. To be relevant to these people, God must be speaking of issues which directly affected them; not 
matters which would be fulfilled at some time in the distant future. While there are timeless lessons we learn 
from the Book of Revelation, there is nothing in the Book that gives us any roadmap for future events. 
Everything has been fulfilled in the past. 
 
3. Jesus’ Coming Has Already Occurred 
 
Jesus’ Olivet Discourse, Matthew 24-25, is also seen as having first-century fulfillment. Instead of the events 
Jesus spoke about as being still in the future, preterism argues that everything has already been fulfilled in the 
past. Their key verse is Jesus’ words to His disciples shortly before His betrayal: 
 

Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened (Matthew 
24:34 NIV). 

 
To the preterist, “all these things” means “everything.” This includes references to His “coming.” All the things 
which Jesus predicted would happen did indeed happen in that first generation.  
 
4. This Position Rescues Scripture From Error 
 
Preterism insists that their interpretation actually rescues the Bible from the charge of being in error, or mistaken 
in its predictions. Unless we insist that Jesus’ statements about His return in one generation were fulfilled in 
the first century at the destruction of Jerusalem, then His words are seen to be in error.  
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In other words, Jesus would have been mistaken about the time of His coming because He did not return 
visibly in A.D. 70. Not wishing to attribute any mistake to Jesus’ predictions, preterists say that everything Jesus 
predicted was fulfilled in that first generation. However, though the timing is understood to be literal, one 
generation, the fulfillment of His predictions was anything but literal.  
 
5. There Is No Need To Look For A Final Antichrist 
 
Preterists conclude that all the predicted events have been fulfilled. This includes the “abomination of 
desolation” which Jesus spoke about. This defiling of the temple occurred when the Roman legions entered 
the temple area at the time Jerusalem was destroyed. Consequently, there is no need to insist that a temple will 
be rebuilt in the future where a coming Antichrist must sit and proclaim himself to be God. All of that has 
symbolically happened in the past.  
 
This being the case, Antichrist is a figure from the past, he is not going to arrive in the future. Therefore, all 
attempts to determine what a future Antichrist may or may not do are futile. Antichrist is not coming. 
 
Response 
 
Preterism has not been widely accepted among Bible students. There are a number of reasons as to why this is 
so. 
 
6. The Early Date Of Revelation Is Difficult To Maintain 
 
To begin with, dating Revelation before the middle of the year A.D. 66 is difficult, if not impossible, to maintain. 
Indeed, there are numerous reasons as to why the traditional date of the book is accepted; somewhere in the 
90’s of the first century. The evidence is just not there for the early date.  
 
7. Preterism Is Inconsistent In Biblical Interpretation 
 
Preterism has been accused of being inconsistent in its biblical interpretation. While attempting to be as literal 
as possible, especially with time references, when a passage contradicts the system, the passage is made to say 
something non-literal, or symbolic. In other words, the system determines the meaning ahead of time. Of 
course, it should be the other way around. We should allow the Scripture to determine our system of 
interpretation. 
 
8. Preterism Selectively Quotes Scripture 
 
In addition, preterism is accused of selectively quoting Scripture. Passages that contradict their system are 
passed over and ignored. Indeed, Jesus specifically talked about the people “seeing Him” at the time of His 
return. Matthew records Him saying: 
 

For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.' 
(Matthew 23:39 NIV). 

 
However, the people in A.D. 70 certainly did not “see Jesus again” when the city of Jerusalem was destroyed.  
 
9. Jesus Did Not Return In Any Sense In A.D. 70 
 
This leads us to the main complaint raised against preterism; the idea that Jesus’ predicted Second Coming 
occurred with the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The thought that Jesus’ coming refers to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, rather than a literal visible return as Scripture so plainly predicts, has been a major point of 
contention.  
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Indeed, while attempting to find a fulfillment of Jesus’ words in first century events, the obvious sense of what 
He is teaching is ignored. Jesus clearly spoke of a literal, visible coming back to the world. This is clearly taught 
in the first chapter of the Book of Revelation: 
 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes 
of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen (Revelation 1:7 ESV). 

 
Every eye will see Jesus when He personally returns. This is not the sort of coming which preterists maintain 
occurred. 
 
10. Preterism Does Not Rescue Jesus From Error 
 
Finally, we do not have to resort to preterism to rescue Jesus’ words from error. Indeed, a literal consistent 
understanding of what Christ said will occur does not have to lead one to believe Jesus was in error. For one 
thing, the phrase “this generation” does not have to be understood in the sense which preterists maintain.  
 
Indeed, there are some eighteen different views of exactly what Jesus meant when the Lord spoke of “this 
generation not passing away until all these things are fulfilled.” Seemingly, the simplest way to understand His 
words is that they refer to the future generation which sees the predicted signs taking place. It is “that” 
generation which will not pass away until everything is fulfilled. It was not the generation He was addressing. 
 
Antichrist Is Coming 
 
Therefore, contrary to the preterist outlook, Antichrist, the beast of the Book of Revelation, is coming. 
Consequently, we should do a serious study of the Word of God to determine exactly what believers should 
expect to happen when he does arrive on the scene. We should not assume that the references to him were all 
fulfilled in the past. 
 
Summary To Question 5  
Have The Events In The Book Of Revelation, Including Those Dealing  
With Antichrist, Been Fulfilled In History? (Preterist View) 
 
There is the view held by some Bible students that the events predicted by Jesus in His Olivet Discourse, 
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, as well as those predictions recorded in the Book of Revelation, have 
already received their fulfillment. This is the position of “preterism.” The approach can be briefly summed up 
as follows. 
 
Preterists must argue for an early date of the composition of the Book of Revelation. This way they are able to 
tie in certain predictions in the Book with the destruction of Jerusalem in the year A.D. 70. Consequently, these 
predictions found in the Book of Revelation have already been fulfilled in the first century. 
 
It is also contended that these passages in the Book of Revelation were directed at a first-century audience. 
According to preterists, if we assume they were speaking of events far off into the future, then it would be 
meaningless for those living at the time the Book was composed. 
 
The preterist position understands Jesus’ statement, “This generation shall not pass until all these things are 
fulfilled” in a literal fashion. Everything in that passage which Jesus said about future events was fulfilled in 
that same generation. Nothing remains to be fulfilled. They understand Jesus’ predictions of His “coming again” 
to refer to the destruction of Jerusalem. The Book of Revelation is also interpreted in that manner. Hence, 
everything predicted has already been fulfilled. 
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Preterists also believe that this position rescues Scripture from the possible charge of error, since not everything 
Jesus predicted was literally fulfilled by A.D. 70. Therefore, much of what Jesus said has to be understood 
symbolically.  
 
Therefore, the predicted Antichrist has already appeared in the first-century. Consequently, we do not need to 
look for him in the future. There is no “man of sin” who is still to come. 
 
The position of preterism has been widely criticized. First, it is difficult to place the writing of the Book of 
Revelation at least three-and one-half years before the destruction of the city of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. There are 
too many obstacles to date it this early. Since this is the case, one cannot point to the destruction of Jerusalem 
as fulfilling these predictions in Revelation. They remain unfulfilled to this day. 
 
Preterists are also inconsistent in their interpretation. While they understand Jesus’ statement “this generation 
that will not pass away” in a literal manner, they symbolically interpret other passages which contradict their 
theory. Scripture is thus quoted selectively, not consistently.  
 
In addition, preterism does not do justice to Jesus’ words. To say that Jesus returned in A.D. 70 does not fit 
what the Bible predicts. He did not. The return of Jesus Christ which the New Testament proclaims is personal 
and visible. The destruction of Jerusalem was not that predicted return. 
 
Furthermore, Jesus’ predictions of His Second Coming do not have to be rescued by preterism. One can have 
a consistent view of Jesus’ predictions as infallible without insisting His Second Coming happened in some 
sense in the year A.D. 70.  
 
In sum, the Antichrist has not yet come because Jesus Himself did not come back in A.D. 70.  Preterism does 
not give us the answer as to how we should view the subject of Antichrist. Another solution needs to be found. 
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Question 6 
 

Should We Actually Be Looking For  
A Personal Antichrist?  

(The Idealist View, The Timeless View) 
 
One way of looking at the predicted events in Scripture is to interpret them in a non-literal manner. Many have 
applied this interpretive technique to the Book of Revelation. This is known as the “Idealist View,” or the 
“Timeless View.” 
 
The Issue: Interpret Literally Or Not? 
 
The key issue in answering this question concerning the subject of the beast, the Antichrist, as well as other 
events contained in the Book of Revelation, is whether or not we should interpret the Bible literally. Literal 
interpretation will lead one to believe the Antichrist is a person who is still to come on the scene of history.  
 
On the other hand, spiritualizing or interpreting the persons and events in a non-literal manner will cause one 
to see Antichrist as something non-personal.  
 
Those who have an idealized view of the Book of Revelation basically see the entire book as a simple description 
of the ongoing fight of good versus evil. The Book of Revelation teaches we are going to win in the end but 
there are no time markers to tell us when the victory will be won. 
 
It is a timeless struggle. Indeed, according to idealism Scripture gives us no time references whatsoever with 
respect to the future. Consequently they see it as a mistake to attempt to understand the various references as 
literal events about a literal person who either has already arrived in history, or will come at some time in the 
future.  
 
Therefore, they will usually assume the Antichrist is an evil force, or some evil system. The references to the 
beast and his actions will be interpreted in a non-literal, symbolic manner. Everything is symbolic.  
 
There Is No Personal Antichrist In The Idealistic System 
 
This being the case, should we understand Antichrist as an evil influence or an evil religious system? There are 
those who argue for either of these. However, they insist that we should not be looking for an actual historical 
person, or historical religious system to fulfill what is written about the Antichrist, the beast. The Book of 
Revelation is not meant to be understood in that manner. 
 
Some Problems With The Idealist View 
 
There are a number of objections which are raised against the idealist view. The main ones can be summed up 
as follows. 
 
1. Idealists Interpret Inconsistently 
 
For one thing, they are not consistent in their interpretation. Idealists will interpret most of the Book of 
Revelation symbolically. Yet they will literally accept the passages which speak of the Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ to the earth. They do believe that He will literally return.  
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However, once it is admitted that some of the passages are not symbolic, but are meant to be interpreted 
literally, then one must give explicit reasons as to why these other passages should be understood in a non-
literal manner. Idealists have never done this in a convincing manner. 
 
2. Words Do Not Mean What They Say 
 
Furthermore, it becomes difficult to hold to the position that words do not really mean what they clearly seem 
to mean. According to idealism, “days” do not mean days, the “twelve tribes of Israel” do not mean the twelve 
tribes of Israel, the number “one thousand” does not mean one thousand, the “temple” does mean the temple, 
the “two periods of three and one half years” do not really mean three and one half years, the “two witnesses” 
are not really two people and the “beast, the Antichrist” is not really a person, etc.  
 
Idealists do not believe these can be seen as actual places, times and persons in history. These references are 
viewed as symbols that may refer to various places, persons and events throughout history, but they do not 
refer exclusively to any particular place, person or event in history. 
 
The problem with this is determining what they do mean. This is the fatal problem with idealism. Nobody can 
agree what these symbols actually represent. Instead of coming to some consensus about the meaning of these 
symbols, commentators contradict one another. This reveals how meaningless such a method of interpretation 
is. If a symbol can be used to mean anything and everything, then ultimately it means nothing! This is what one 
ends up with in the idealistic system. 
 
Therefore, God’s communication, the Bible, is now left in the hands of each reader to provide their own 
meaning to the text. It is no wonder that no consensus can be reached among interpreters who view Bible 
prophecy in an idealistic manner. 
 
3. There Is A Literal Object Behind Every Symbol 
 
Nobody discounts the fact that there are symbols in Scripture. However, when someone says that a passage is 
symbolic, the question which should be asked of them is, “Symbolic of what?” The symbol has to mean 
something.  
 
The issue of course is this: what does it mean? The fact that those who hold the idealist view cannot come to 
any consensus on the meaning of these symbols makes their method of interpretation highly suspect. 
 
Antichrist Should Be Understood As A Literal Person Who Is Still To Come 
 
The conclusion is that idealism is not the way to interpret the New Testament references to the beast, the 
Antichrist. We are dealing with a coming person, not a symbol or idea. Therefore, idealism provides no real 
answer as to the question of Antichrist.  
 
Summary To Question 6  
Should We Actually Be Looking For A Personal Antichrist? (Idealist View) 

 
Those who hold the idealist view of the Book of Revelation do not believe that a personal Antichrist has come 
in the past, or will even come on the scene of history in the future. They view Revelation as a timeless struggle. 
The terms used in the book such as the beast, 144,000, two witnesses, false prophet, Armageddon, etc. are not 
to be understood in a literal manner, but rather symbolically. They are symbols of the timeless struggle of good 
versus evil. Hardly anything in the Book of Revelation is to be understood literally. 
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Consequently idealists believe that it is wrong to see the events in Revelation as having been fulfilled in the past 
or that they will be fulfilled in the future. Therefore, there is no such thing as a personal Antichrist who has 
come, or who is to come. Antichrist is a symbol. 
 
Idealism has been criticized on a number of fronts. For one thing, it does not take seriously the many literal 
references in the Book of Revelation. In other words, things do not mean what they clearly appear to mean. To 
say days do not mean days, persons do not mean persons, and specific places do not specific places, does 
injustice to the words of the Lord. The fact that idealists cannot agree among themselves, as to what these 
symbols are symbolic of, further shows the meaninglessness of their comments.  
 
There is a better answer as to the way the subject of the Antichrist should be viewed. The better way is to 
assume a personal Antichrist is still to come. 
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Question 7 
 

What Are The Arguments That The Predictions  
About Antichrist Are Being Fulfilled In History? 

(Historicist View) 
 
In the first century, the Apostle John wrote that Antichrist is coming. But what was he referring to? Some 
believe that it was not speaking of one human being coming at one particular time but rather the fulfillments 
are taking place throughout the course of church history. 
 
The Historicist View 
 
We must understand the historicist view of the Book of Revelation. Instead of seeing the events fulfilled in the 
past as the preterist position, or events which will be fulfilled at a future time, the futurist view, the historicist 
sees the events taking place throughout the entire course of this age. In other words, each generation of 
believers sees the fulfillment of these predictions.  
 
Some historicists have taught that the various popes who have led the Roman Catholic Church have been the 
predicted Antichrist. Thus, rather than one particular person at one particular time fulfilling the predictions of 
Antichrist, there is a continual fulfillment in history of these predictions. Each generation has their own 
Antichrist. 
 
Prophecies Are Being Fulfilled Today 
 
Historicism also believes that prophecies are being fulfilled today as they have been throughout the history of 
the church. Interpreters from this perspective have found such events in the Book of Revelation as the rise of 
the Roman Catholic Church, the rise of Islam, and the World Wars. 
 
Therefore, from the historicist perspective, the predictions in the Book of Revelation are not something that 
has been fulfilled, or not something which will be fulfilled in the future, the fulfillments have continually been 
occurring and are still taking place.  
 
Response To The Historicist View 
 
The historicist view suffers from a number of problems. For one thing, interpreters cannot agree on whom or 
what continually fulfills the predictions of the Book of Revelation. Indeed, from the historicist school of 
interpretation we find a wide variety of so-called fulfillments to the various predicted events. This alone should 
cause one to be careful about accepting any interpretation concerning what these passages truly mean.  
 
Historicism Leads To Date-Setting 
 
One of the problems with the historicist view is the practice of setting dates for events the predicted in 
Scripture. Jesus said nobody knows the day or hour of His return: 
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father 
(Matthew 24:36 NIV). 

 
However, this has not stopped some historicists from claiming that they do know when Jesus Christ will return. 
Many dates have been set in the past for the return of Christ at some exact future time. Complicated systems 
were worked out from Scripture to show the precise moment of the appearing of Christ. 
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Each Prediction Has Been Wrong 
 
Of course, the proof that this does not work is that the date-setters have all been wrong! Each time the date of 
the coming of Christ has been predicted the fulfillment has not come to pass. Indeed, examples of these 
mistaken predictions could fill volumes. Certainly this should make it clear that such a method of interpretation 
is wrong. Not only is it wrong, it contradicts what Jesus said about knowing the day and hour of His return. 
 
There Is A Single Personal Antichrist Who Is Still To Come 
 
Contrary to the historicist view, Scripture teaches that there will come a day when a personal Antichrist, a 
coming Caesar, arrives on the scene. That day has not happened yet. While many Antichrists have indeed come, 
and have had many of the traits of the predicted man of sin, the final Antichrist is yet to appear.  
 
Summary To Question 7  
What Are The Arguments That The Predictions About Antichrist  
Are Being Fulfilled In History? (Historicist View) 
 
There are those who reject the idea that Antichrist will be an actual person who has appeared once in the past, 
or who will appear in the future. The historicist view holds this position.  
 
Instead of speaking of past events, or predicting the future, the Book of Revelation is viewed as having 
continuous fulfillment throughout this present age. The text is understood to be symbolic of literal historical 
events. Therefore, the Book of Revelation is symbolic of two thousand years of the history of the Christian 
Church.  
 
Consequently, the historicist view is that Antichrist represents not just one individual but rather an evil system 
which has been with the church from the beginning. Usually, the beast, the Antichrist of Revelation, is assumed 
to be the Roman Catholic Church. Others assume it to be Muhammad and the rise of Islam. Accordingly, we 
should not look for one person to fulfill the predictions of Antichrist at any one time in history. Numerous 
problems plague the historicist position.  
 
To begin with, there is no unanimous opinion among historicists interpreters as to when these predictions were 
fulfilled, how they were fulfilled, or how they will be fulfilled. Each and every prediction made by the historicist 
interpreters with respect to the return of Jesus Christ has been wrong. This should cause us to challenge whether 
the Scriptures are meant to be interpreted in this manner. The evidence says that they should not be. 
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Question 8 
 

Are The Predictions About The Antichrist Fulfilled In 
The Roman Catholic Church And The Papacy?  

 
Since the time of the Protestant Reformation it has been customary to link the Antichrist and the Roman 
Catholic Church.  
 
Indeed, many works have been written which have attempted to show that the predictions in Scripture of the 
coming Antichrist have been fulfilled in the Roman Catholic Church and the papacy.  
 
However, the evidence is clear that this is not the case. While many of the practices of the Roman Church do 
line up with what is said of the predicted Antichrist, a thorough study of Scripture will demonstrate that the 
Antichrist is a person, not a religious institution. We can make the following observations. 
 
Antichrist Is A Human Being: Not A Religious System 
 
We can offer a number of reasons as to why the Antichrist is a man, not a system, as well as provide further 
reasons as to why the description of Antichrist does not fit with the history or practices of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The evidence is as follows. 
 
1. Antichrist Is A Singular Individual 
 
To begin with, whenever we find the word “Antichrist” in Scripture, either in the singular form or in the plural 
form, it always refers to a person or to persons, it never denotes a system. As the Christ, the Messiah, is the 
title of a single person, Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, in the same manner the Antichrist will be a title of 
a single person.  
 
Consequently, there is no indication whatsoever that Antichrist refers to an evil spirit or an apostate religious 
system. None. 
 
2. The True Messiah Is A Human Being, Not A System, The False Messiah Will Be Also 
 
Furthermore, Jesus made it clear that Antichrist will be an individual person. Indeed the Lord contrasted 
Himself with the coming man of sin. Jesus said that the final Antichrist will be a person who is received by the 
Jews. John records Him saying: 
 

I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, 
you will accept him (John 5:43 NIV). 

 
The Jews believed that the predictions of the coming Messiah were always referring to a person, never to a 
system. They were looking for a man who would deliver them.  
 
Indeed when the magi, the wise men, came to Jerusalem to seek the newborn King of the Jews, the Christ, they 
were seeking the birth of a person. The Bible says: 
 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him” (Matthew 2:1-2 ESV). 
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The Christ, or Messiah, is a person. In the same manner, Antichrist will be a person. Therefore, the Roman 
Catholic system is not in view here when Jesus spoke of another “coming in his own name.”  
 
Furthermore, nobody from the nation of Israel has ever occupied the position as Bishop of Rome, or pope. 
And there is something else: the Jews would never accept any Gentile pope as their promised Messiah. 
     
3. The Man Of Sin Sits In God’s Temple In Jerusalem 
 
We are also told that the coming man of sin, the final Antichrist, sits in the temple of God. Paul explained it 
this way: 
 

Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come unless the apostasy comes first and 
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-
called god or object of worship, so that he sits in God’s sanctuary, publicizing that he himself is God (2 
Thessalonians 2:3-4 CSB). 

 
The wicked one, the Antichrist, will come to the temple in the city of Jerusalem. No pope has ever done this. 
 
 4.  Antichrist Will Personally Make Or Confirm A Covenant With The Jews 
 
The Antichrist, an individual person, will make, or confirm, a covenant with the Jews. We read about this in 
the Book of Daniel: 
 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 
that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27 NIV). 

 
There is no historical record of any pope having ever made, or confirmed, a seven-year agreement with the 
Jews. Yet this passage in Daniel calls for a person, not an institution, making a covenant with the Jewish nation. 
Again, a single individual is in view.  
 
These are a few of the passages which make it clear that Antichrist will be an individual rather than some 
religious institution.  
      
Other Problems With The Papacy Being Antichrist   
 
There are a number of other problems if one insists the Roman Catholic Church is to be equated with the 
Antichrist. They are as follows. 
 
Problem 1: The Seat Of His Power Will Not Be In Rome 
 
The geography does not fit the Roman Catholic Church. Daniel wrote that the Antichrist would have the seat 
of his power between the seas and the beautiful holy mountain: 
  

He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, 
and no one will help him (Daniel 11:45 NIV). 

 
“Between the seas” means it will be somewhere between the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. The mention 
of the “beautiful holy mountain” refers to Jerusalem.  
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Therefore, it seems that Antichrist will set up his headquarters on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem or 
somewhere north of the city. It is not possible to locate this place with the city of Rome and the Vatican. The 
geography does not allow it. 
 
Problem 2: The Final Antichrist Does Not Appear Until The Time Of The End 
 
The Bible also makes it clear that Antichrist is a personage who appears at the end of this age. Daniel the prophet 
stated that the Antichrist, the “little horn,” will embark on his career immediately before God’s kingdom comes 
to the earth. He wrote: 
 

As I watched, this horn was waging war against the holy people and defeating them, until the Ancient of 
Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the time came 
when they possessed the kingdom. “He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom 
that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, 
trampling it down and crushing it’” (Daniel 7:21-23 NIV). 

 
We read later in Daniel that the time of wrath is at “the time of the end.” The Bible says: 
 

He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns 
the appointed time of the end” (Daniel 8:19 NIV). 

 
This places the coming of Antichrist at the time of the end of this age. We further read in Daniel: 
 

In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a fierce-looking king, a master 
of intrigue, will arise. He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding 
devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty warriors, the holy people. He 
will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy 
many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power 
(Daniel 8:23-25 NIV). 

 
The king will be destroyed by the prince of princes, the Messiah. This occurs at the Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ to the earth.  
 
In Daniel 9, we discover that the agreement Antichrist makes with the Jews will soon thereafter bring “to an 
end” Israel’s sins and to bring in everlasting righteousness: 
 

Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an end 
to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and 
to anoint a most holy place (Daniel 9:24 ESV). 

 
The seven-year agreement that the final Antichrist makes with the Jews will bring all these predicted things to 
an end. Since the time when Antichrist will appear is still in the future, then it necessarily follows that the 
Roman Catholic Church and the papacy cannot be the Antichrist. 
 
Problem 3: Antichrist Rules For Only Forty-Two Months 
 
The Bible also says that the coming man of sin, the beast, the Antichrist, has a limited time to rule. Scripture is 
clear that his rule over the earth will only last for forty-two months. In fact, there are six separate passages 
which teach this. For example, we read in the Book of Revelation: 
 

Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies against God. And he was given authority to do 
whatever he wanted for forty-two months (Revelation 13:5 NLT). 
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Daniel tells us the same thing but uses a different method of explaining the time. He puts it in the following 
way: 
 

He will defy the Most High and oppress the holy people of the Most High. He will try to change their 
sacred festivals and laws, and they will be placed under his control for a time, times, and half a time (Daniel 
7:25 NLT). 

 
A time, two times and a half a time equals three-and one-half years. This is the allotted time Antichrist is allowed 
to rule. It is not possible to harmonize these statements about the rule of Antichrist with the history of the 
Roman Church.  
 
Problem 4: Antichrist Formally Denies God The Father And God The Son 
 
The Antichrist will also formally deny the doctrine of the Trinity, in particular, God the Father and God the 
Son. John wrote: 
 

Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the Antichrist, he who denies the Father 
and the Son (1 John 2:22 ESV).  

 
The formal denial of the doctrine of the Trinity rules out the Roman Catholic Church from being the predicted 
Antichrist. In all of the councils and creeds, their symbols of faith and worship, the Roman Church has always 
maintained that there are three distinct Persons, or centers of consciousness, in the Godhead: God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. This is the doctrine of the Trinity.  
 
While there have been many areas in which Rome has departed from the teaching of Holy Scripture, the 
doctrine of the Trinity is not one of them. Indeed, the Bishop of Rome, the pope, acknowledges both God the 
Father and God the Son.  
 
He also confesses himself to be both the servant of God and His worshipper. When the pope blesses the 
people, he does not bless them in his own name, but rather in the name of the Holy Trinity. 
 
In addition, since the time of the Council of Trent (A.D. 1563) every Roman Catholic has had to confess the 
following: 
 

I believe in God the Father . . . and in the Lord Jesus Christ....and in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver 
of life, which proceedeth from the Father and the Son. 

 
Protestants rightly find many faults in the Roman system. However, their formal view of the Trinity is not one 
of them.  
 
Problem 5: If Rome Is The Antichrist, Then Who Is The False Prophet? 
 
There is also the problem of identifying the second beast, the false prophet. This second beast is a miracle 
worker who aids the first beast. The Book of Revelation says: 
 

Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; he had two horns like a lamb, but he sounded like a 
dragon. He exercises all the authority of the first beast on his behalf and compels the earth and those who 
live on it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed (Revelation 13:11-12 CSB). 

 
If the first beast is the Roman Church, the papacy, then who is the second beast, the false prophet who aids 
the first beast?   
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Problem 6: There Has Never Been A Speaking Image 
 
We are informed that the false prophet causes an image of the beast to speak. Scripture says the following will 
happen: 
 

And by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on 
earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. And it 
was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and 
might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain (Revelation 13:14,15 ESV).  

 
Nothing in the history of the Roman Church, or the actions of any pope, remotely fulfills this prediction in the 
Book of Revelation. 
 
Problem 7: The Sacrifices Have Not Ceased Under Romanism 
 
Scriptures says that, among other things, the Antichrist will cause the sacrifices in the temple to cease. Daniel 
wrote the following about this: 
 

In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an 
abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27 NIV). 

 
We also read elsewhere about the ceasing of temple sacrifices in the Book of Daniel: 
 

He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by him the daily sacrifices were taken away, 
and the place of His sanctuary was cast down (Daniel 8:11 NKJV). 

 
The Antichrist will take away the daily sacrifice. If Roman Church is the Antichrist, then how can these verses 
be made to fit with the continuous repeated sacrifice of the Mass? The simple answer is that it cannot.  
 
In addition, these passages in Daniel are speaking of sacrifices in a future temple which has not been built yet. 
Obviously, the Roman Church has not caused them to cease because they have not been re-started. 
 
Problem 8: Antichrist Shall Have Worldwide Dominion 
 
The dominion of the Antichrist will stretch across the entire world. The Bible says everyone will marvel at him: 
 

One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled as they followed the beast (Revelation 13:3 ESV). 

 
He will be given authority over everything. The Bible explains the dominion of the coming man of sin as 
follows: 
 

It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him 
over every tribe, tongue, and nation (Revelation 13:7 NKJV).  

 
This has never been fulfilled in the history of the Roman Church. It has not even come close. 
 
Furthermore, we read of what the beast will do when he does arrive; he will brand the entire world with his 
mark. Scriptures predicts the following: 
 

So that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its 
name (Revelation 13:17 ESV). 
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Neither the Roman Catholic Church, nor any of the popes, have ever attempted something like this act, let 
alone fulfill it. The Roman Church is not in view here. 
 
Problem 9: Everyone But Roman Catholics Would Be Saved!  
 
There is something else which must be considered. John wrote that the ones whose names are written in the 
Book of Life are those who have not worshipped the beast: 
 

And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And he was given 
authority to rule over every tribe and people and language and nation. And all the people who belong to 
this world worshiped the beast. They are the ones whose names were not written in the Book of Life before 
the world was made—the Book that belongs to the Lamb who was slaughtered (Revelation 13:7,8 NLT). 

 
If we assume that the pope is the beast, the Antichrist, then this will lead us to absurd conclusions. John says 
that all who do not worship the beast will have their names written in the Lamb’s book of life. This means 
every person who has not been aligned with the Roman Catholic Church for the last one thousand seven 
hundred years has their names written in the Book of Life.  
 
This would include every atheist, agnostic, and those who have embraced other religions! These are the saved! 
This, of course, is ludicrous. 
 
We conclude that the coming Antichrist cannot be equated with the Roman Catholic Church and the papacy. 
Those who attempt to do this do so contrary to the evidence. 
 
Summary To Question 8  
Are The Predictions About The Antichrist Fulfilled In Roman  
Catholic Church And The Papacy?  

 
Since the fourteenth century it has been popular to equate the Roman Catholic Church with the predicted 
Antichrist of Scripture. However, the facts say otherwise. We can make the following observations on this 
important question. 
 
For one thing, Antichrist is not a system, he is a man. Every reference in Scripture to Antichrist is a reference 
to a human being. There are no exceptions to this. 
 
Indeed, Jesus made it clear that the same Jewish nation who rejected Him, will one day accept another person 
who comes in his own name. They rejected a Man; they will receive a man. When they were looking for the 
Messiah, they were looking for a man. In the same way, the Anti-Messiah, or Antichrist, will also be a man. 
 
We are also told that the man of sin will place himself in the Holy of Holies in the Jerusalem temple. This is 
impossible for an institution to do something like this. Furthermore, no pope has ever attempted to do this.  
 
Also it is a person who makes a covenant or agreement with the Jewish people. It is not an institution which 
does this. 
 
These facts, to which many others could be added, make it clear that the Antichrist is a human being, not an 
institution or merely a spirit of evil. 
 
Furthermore, there are other problems with equating the biblical Antichrist with the Roman Catholic Church. 
Indeed, we can list at least nine problems with attempting to equate the coming Antichrist with Rome. 
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First, Antichrist has his headquarters somewhere in the Promised Land, not in Rome. The specific location of 
his headquarters is provided for us in Scripture and it rules out Rome or the Vatican as being the site of his 
reign. 
 
In addition, Antichrist does not appear until the end of history. Therefore, we should not look for him at any 
time during this present age. He coming will take place immediately before the return of Christ to the earth. 
 
When he does appear, it will only be for a specific period of time, forty-two months. This also rules out Rome 
as being the predicted man of sin. 
 
We also find a formal denial of the Trinity by the coming Antichrist. The Roman Catholic Church has never 
done this. Indeed, in all of its formal creeds it publicly acknowledges the Trinity. In contrast, Antichrist openly 
blasphemes the Triune God. 
 
Scripture also says that a second beast, the false prophet, will promote Antichrist. If one argues that Antichrist 
is Roman Catholicism, then who is this false prophet who promotes the church? There is nothing that fits this 
description if we assume that the Roman Catholic Church is the predicted Antichrist. 
 
In addition, this false prophet makes an image of the beast which is able to speak. Again, we have never seen 
anything like this happen in history, certainly not in the history of the Roman Church. 
 
Scripture says that Antichrist will stop the sacrifices from occurring. Roman Catholicism has continually offered 
the sacrifice of the Mass to this day. These sacrifices have never ceased. 
 
Also, the beast is said to have worldwide rule and authority. In fact, nobody will be able to buy or sell without 
his mark. Nothing in the history of Roman Catholicism remotely suggests this has ever taken place. 
 
Finally, the saved or redeemed are those who do not receive the mark of the beast. If the Roman Church is the 
beast, then everyone who is not a Roman Catholic must be part of the group of the saved! This, of course, is 
absurd since it would mean that every unbeliever in the last two thousand years would have their name written 
in the Book of Life because they have rejected the Roman Church. 
 
Many more things could be added to this. However, it is clear from the evidence that the biblical Antichrist 
cannot be equated with the Roman Catholic Church. While the Roman Church may have a number of practices 
which characterize the Antichrist, the biblical predictions of Antichrist are the predictions of a man, not an 
institution. The Roman Catholic Church is not the final Antichrist. 
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Question 9 
 

What Are The Arguments For The Final Antichrist  
Being A Literal Human Being  

Who Is Still To Come? (Futurist View) 
 
While there are those who see Antichrist as an impersonal force, or some evil religious system, many 
commentators believe that when the Bible speaks of Antichrist, an actual person is in view. This being the case, 
the question is whether this person has already come in history, the preterist view, or whether he is still to come, 
the futurist view.   
 
The idea that there will be a final Antichrist which is an actual person, who is still to come on world’s stage, is 
based upon a number of things. We can highlight them as follows. 
 
The Book Of Revelation Speaks Of Future Events 
 
The futurist view is based on a literal understanding of the Book of Revelation. While the first three chapters 
are dealing with issues of that particular time, from chapter four forward the subject is the future.  
 
God has given us the Book of Revelation for a number of reasons and one of them is the explanation of “things 
to come.” Therefore, when Revelation is read in a normal sense, the events spoken about must take place in the 
future. Indeed, there is no possible way to find their fulfillment in the first century, or at some other time in 
church history. 
 
This is especially true of what Scripture says about the coming “beast,” the “Antichrist.” The biblical description 
of who he is, as well as what he will do, remains unfulfilled. Nobody has come upon the scene of history and 
fulfilled what is written about this biblical “beast,” the “man of sin.”  
 
In fact, Scripture says that this coming man of sin will only be stopped when Jesus Christ comes again. We read 
the following in the Book of Revelation: 
 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their armies gathered together to fight against the one 
sitting on the horse and his army. And the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who did 
mighty miracles on behalf of the beast—miracles that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast 
and who worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur (Revelation 19:19-20 NLT). 

 
Any attempt to say this passage has already been fulfilled is futile. The coming of the predicted Antichrist, as 
well as his eventual doom, is still a future event. 
 
Therefore, all things considered, the futurist view of Revelation is the most consistent with the facts. 
 
The Testimony Of The Book Of Daniel 
 
The idea that the appearance of the final Antichrist is still future is confirmed by the Book of Daniel.    
 
The wars of final Antichrist are described in Daniel 11:40-45.  The time of this conflict is declared to be “the 
time of the end.” 
 

At the time of the end the king of the south will attack him (Daniel 11:40 NET).   
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There is nothing in the context that would restrict the force of the word ‘end.’ Consequently, the end of all 
things must be the meaning:  
 
Furthermore, this battle concludes with the destruction of Antichrist in the Holy Land followed by the 
resurrection of the Old Testament believers (Daniel 12:2). Since these predicted events have not yet occurred, 
therefore the “end” in view here must be the final days of this present age. 
 
The Evidence That He Is A Human Being 
 
As for Antichrist being an actual person who is still to come on the stage of history, the following observations 
should be made. 
 
1. He Is A Member Of A Satanic Group Of Individuals 
 
As we look at the text of Revelation, we find that Antichrist is a member of a satanic group of three individuals. 
We read the following in the Book of Revelation: 
 

Then I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the 
mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet (Revelation 16:13 NIV).  

 
Here the Antichrist, the beast, is compared to the dragon, Satan, and the false prophet. Since Satan is clearly 
portrayed in Scripture as an actual personage, we should also view the beast and the false prophet in the same 
manner. It would be inconsistent to interpret one or two of these references literally while the others 
figuratively. It is important to be consistent in our interpretation. 
 
2. He Is Commissioned By The Devil 
 
This personage is commissioned of the devil himself. John explained how the dragon, the devil, gave power to 
the beast: 
 

The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The 
dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority (Revelation 13:2 NIV). 

 
This is another indication that we are dealing with a human being. 
 
3. This Person Is Energized And Equipped By Satan 
 
We are also told that this man of sin is energized and equipped by Satan. We read the following in Thessalonians: 
 

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders (2 
Thessalonians 2:9 ESV).  

 
The fact that he is called “the lawless one” indicates that we are dealing with a single person. It is not an 
institution. 
 
4. Antichrist Is A Still Human Being 
 
With all these traits, Antichrist is still a human being. John made this very clear when he wrote the following:  
 

This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the 
number of a man, and his number is 666 (Revelation 13:18 ESV).  
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Here we find that his number is that of a man. This seems to make his identity clear. Antichrist is a human 
being. 
 
5. He Will Sell His Soul To The Devil 
 
It seems that the final Antichrist will be a human being who personally gives his soul over to the devil. When 
the devil tempted Jesus, he offered the Lord all the kingdoms of the world. The only requirement is that Jesus 
would have to bow down to him. Matthew records the following: 
 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me” (Matthew 4:8–
9 ESV)  

 
The Lord would not bow. We read what happened next: 
 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 
only’” (Matthew 4:10 NIV). 

 
When the devil tempted the Lord Jesus, and offered him the kingdoms of the world, he did not receive the 
response from the Lord which he was after.  
 
Rather he only received a rebuke. However in the final Antichrist, Satan finds a human being who is willing to 
sell his soul for the chance to rule the world.  
 
6. He Will Be Tormented 
 
Finally, we are told that when Christ returns, this personage will be tormented for all eternity. As we saw earlier, 
he will be thrown into the lake of fire with the “false prophet” at the return of Christ: 
 

Now the beast was seized, and along with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf 
- signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with sulfur (Revelation 19:20 NET). 

 
Later, we are told that the devil will eventually join these two in the “lake of fire:” 
 

And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false 
prophet are too, and they will be tormented there day and night forever and ever (Revelation 20:10 NET). 

 
You do not torment an idea or something symbolic! You can only punish and torment a living creature! This 
is a further indication that the final Antichrist is an actual person. 
 
Conclusion:  The Final Antichrist Is Coming 
 
Therefore, when all the evidence is in, we can conclude the following. The Bible, when interpreted in a normal 
literal sense, says that there will be a personal final Antichrist who comes on the scene of history shortly before 
the return of Jesus Christ.  
 
This Antichrist will not be an evil influence, or an merely an ungodly system, but rather he will be an actual 
human being who does the bidding of Satan. His coming is still in the future. This is the consistent biblical view 
of the subject of Antichrist. 
 
 



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 44 

His Arrival Will Lead To The Coming Of Christ 
 
There is one more point that we need to make about this coming Antichrist, namely, his arrival will lead to the 
return of Jesus Christ to the earth. It will be a time period when evil will flourish like it never has before. Eric 
Sauer comments: 
 

Therefore, it is not because the world is not Christian enough that Christ has yet to come but He has not 
come because the world is not unbelieving enough (2 Timothy 3:1-4; 4:3-4, 2 Peter 3:3; 1 Timothy 4:1-3). 
It is a basic principle of the Divine government of the world that all things, the good as evil (Matthew 
13:29-30; Revelation 14:15, 18), must reach their ripeness; only for the evil the patience of God leads to 
severer judgment (Erich Sauer, The Triumph of the Crucified, The Paternoster Press, First Published 1951, 
Copyright 1964, p. 117). 
 

Hence the coming of the Final Antichrist will be at a time when our evil world is to be punished by the Lord.  
Indeed, His patience with humanity will be over. Accordingly, the appearance of this man of sin will mark the 
time period when the appearance of the Son of Man from heaven will also appear! It will no longer be the “day 
of man” or the “day of humankind” but rather the “Day of the Lord.” The return of Jesus Christ will set all 
things in order according to God’s standard.  
 
Summary To Question 9  
What Are The Arguments For The Final Antichrist Being A  
Literal Human Being Who Is Still To Come? (Futurist View) 

 
While some believe Antichrist is a person who has already appeared on the stage of history, a normal or literal 
reading of the Book of Revelation will show that this is not possible. The description of the character and 
exploits of Antichrist makes it clear that we are dealing with a person who has yet to appear on this earth.  
 
Indeed, the Bible is clear that Antichrist will only be stopped when Jesus Christ literally returns to the earth 
with the armies of heaven. Obviously, this has not happened yet. 
 
As for Antichrist being more than an impersonal force or some religious system, we find that the career of 
Antichrist, as given in Scripture is indeed the career of a person. The way he is described is more in keeping 
with a human being rather than some religious institution, or some ungodly force. In fact, Revelation 13 
specifically describes him as a man. This settles the issue. 
 
Not only is the Antichrist a person, he is a person who has not yet appeared in history. As noted, the Bible is 
extremely clear that this personage will appear a few short years before the Second Coming of Christ. In fact, 
his coming and actions trigger events which will lead to the return of Jesus Christ.  
 
Therefore, the most consistent view is to see Antichrist as a human being who will appear on the earth 
immediately before Christ returns. Antichrist is still to come. 
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Question 10 
 

What Is The Case For The Final Antichrist  
Being A Literal Offspring Of The Devil? 

 
The evidence seems clear that the final Antichrist will be a human being. However, there is some question as 
to whether he will actually be more than a mere human being. There have been those who have proposed that 
he is an actual physical offspring of Satan. In other words, he will be the son of the devil. This would make him 
half human and half demon.  
 
He Is The Imitator Of Christ In All Ways 
 
We must remember that Antichrist is a personage who attempts to take the place of Jesus Christ. The word 
“anti” has the meaning of “against” as well as “instead of.” He also imitates Christ in all areas. As the God the 
Father sent His Son into the world, Satan, the father of lies, will also have his son who attempts to rob the Son 
of God of all which is rightfully His. 
 
The main reasons for this theory are as follows. 
 
Reason 1: He Is The Seed Or Offspring Of The Serpent 
 
We begin at the very beginning. The Book of Genesis speaks of a constant struggle between the seed, or the 
offspring of the woman, and the offspring of the serpent. The prediction of God is as follows: 

 
And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel (Genesis 3:15 NLT).  

 
Two seeds, or offsprings, are in view here. We find the offspring of the serpent and the offspring of the woman. 
From the Book of Revelation we find the true identity of the serpent. He is the devil. The Bible explains: 
 

The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole 
world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him (Revelation 12:9 NIV). 

 
Therefore, the struggle will be between the devil and his offspring, and the woman and her offspring. In the 
same chapter of Revelation, the nation Israel is described as a woman clothed in the sun:   
 

A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 
feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head (Revelation 12:1 NIV). 

 
Israel is called the woman who gave birth to the Messiah, the Christ. Therefore, the woman is identified as 
Israel while the serpent represents the devil. According to this prediction in Genesis, there will be hostility 
between Satan and the woman’s spiritual seed, Israel, as well as hostility between the woman’s physical seed, 
Christ, and Satan’s physical seed, the Antichrist. 
 
Furthermore the words, “your seed” refers to a specific individual. The seed of the woman is Jesus Christ while 
the seed of the serpent is the Antichrist. The conclusion is that Antichrist will be more than a man, he will be 
an actual literal offspring of the devil.   
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Reason 2: The Description Of Antichrist In Isaiah 
 
We find further evidence of this in the words of Isaiah the prophet. He wrote about what will occur immediately 
before the coming of the Lord. The Lord Himself said: 
  

Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while 
until the fury has passed by. For behold, the LORD is coming out from his place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity, and the earth will disclose the blood shed on it, and will no more cover its 
slain.  . . In that day the LORD with his hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing 
serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea (Isaiah 26;20,21, 27:1 
ESV) 

 
This passage describes the future time of Jacob’s trouble, also known as the “great tribulation,” which will come 
upon the inhabitants of the earth. It is the time of the Lord’s wrath. Daniel explained it this way:  
 

He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns 
the appointed time of the end” (Daniel 8:19 NIV). 

 
These words in the Book of Isaiah are addressed to the people of Israel who are alive at this time of wrath. The 
Lord is going to punish those on the earth for their “iniquity.” This word iniquity is singular, not plural.  
 
It is suggested that the iniquity for which these people of Israel are going to be punished is their worshipping 
of Satan’s man. Indeed, we find a specific reference to this personage. He is called the Leviathan, the piercing, 
or twisting serpent. 
 
The connection indicates that just before the Millennium, the thousand-year reign of Christ upon the earth, 
God shall punish the twisting or crooked serpent, the Antichrist. The fact that the man of sin is named “the 
crooked serpent” or “the twisting serpent” may provide further indication that he is the literal son of “that old 
serpent, the devil.” 
 
Reason 3: Ezekiel 28: The Antichrist Is The Prince Of Tyre 
 
There seems to be a further reference to Antichrist in Ezekiel 28. It is contended that we are introduced to two 
characters in this chapter, the King of Tyre, and the Prince, or Ruler, of Tyre. Many Bible students see the 
reference to the King of Tyre as a direct reference to the created being who became Satan, the adversary of 
God. What is said about the King of Tyre can only be said of the devil, nobody else. 
 
Yet there is another character in this passage who some see as distinct from the King of Tyre, Satan. This is the 
Prince, or Ruler, of Tyre. The parallels between this personage and the coming Antichrist are striking. He is 
described in this manner: 
 

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Because your heart is proud, and you have said, ‘I am a god, I sit in the seat of the gods, in the heart of the 
seas,’ yet you are but a man, and no god, though you make your heart like the heart of a god—you are 
indeed wiser than  Daniel; no secret is hidden from you; by your wisdom and your understanding you have 
made wealth for yourself, and have gathered gold and silver into your treasuries; by your great wisdom in 
your trade you have increased your wealth, and  your heart has become proud in your wealth—therefore 
thus says the Lord GOD: Because you make your heart like the heart of a god, therefore, behold, I will 
bring foreigners upon you, the most ruthless of the nations; and they shall draw their swords against the 
beauty of your wisdom and defile your splendor. They shall thrust you down into the pit, and you shall die 
the death of the slain in the heart of the seas. Will you still say, ‘I am a god,’ in the presence of those who 
kill you, though you are but a man, and no god, in the hands of those who slay you? You shall die the death 
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of the uncircumcised by the hand of foreigners; for I have spoken, declares the Lord GOD” (Ezekiel 28:1-
10 ESV).  

 
There are a number of ways in which this personage is linked with the final Antichrist. They can be summed 
up as follows. 
 
He Tries To Take The Place Of God 
 
First, we find that the Lord God says to this personage “You have said I am a god, I sit in the seat of the gods.” 
This description is significant.  
 
Indeed, it fits well with what Paul wrote to the Thessalonians about the actions of the coming Antichrist. Paul 
stated Antichrist will attempt to take the place of God, by sitting in the temple in Jerusalem, and claiming to be 
God. He wrote: 
 

Who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat 
in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God (Second Thessalonians 2:4 ESV). 

 
Therefore, each of these characters attempts to take the place of the true God in that they each sit in the seat, 
or place, of God. 
 
This Personage Has Great Wisdom 
 
Second, this person is said to be “wiser than Daniel.” This speaks of the extraordinary intelligence of this 
personage. This is consistent with what is said of Antichrist. Daniel wrote: 
 

I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which 
three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a 
man, and a mouth speaking great things (Daniel 7:8 ESV). 

 
Elsewhere in the writings of Daniel, we are told that this person is a “master of intrigue.” Scripture says: 
 

At the end of their rule, when their sin is at its height, a fierce king, a master of intrigue, will rise to power 
(Daniel 8:23 NLT). 

 
The final Antichrist will be possessed of extraordinary intelligence. Seemingly, he has the answer to all of the 
problems which the world faces. 
 
He Accumulates Great Wealth 
 
Third, it is said of this character, “you have gotten wealth for yourself, and have gathered gold and silver into 
your treasuries; by your great wisdom in trade you have increased your wealth.” Again, this is consistent with 
what we know of the coming Antichrist. The psalmist wrote the description of a person who has these 
characteristics: 
 

Here now is the one who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong 
by destroying others! (Psalm 52:7 NIV). 

 
We find that he will honor “the god of fortresses.” Scripture says: 
 

Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his ancestors he will honor with gold 
and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts (Daniel 11:38 NIV). 
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The figure of this Leader, or Prince, of Tyre has unmistakable features which belong to the coming Antichrist.  
 
Therefore, the argument goes like this. If the devil is labeled as the “King of Tyre” in the second part of this 
chapter, then it is logical to assume that the personage mentioned in the first part, the Prince of Tyre, is the son 
of the king, the Antichrist. Antichrist, then, is related to Satan as a “prince” is to a “king,” as a son is related to 
his own father. 
 
Reason 4: The Devil Is The Father Of The Lie 
 
A further indication that Antichrist is actually a superhuman character is found in a statement of Jesus. He said 
to the religious leaders of His day: 
 

For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a 
murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44 NLT).  

 
The Greek text has the article before the word “lie.” In other words, Satan is the father of the lie, the Antichrist. 
 
There is another passage in the New Testament where “the lie” is mentioned. Paul wrote the following words 
to the church at Thessalonica: 
 

For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie (2 Thessalonians 2:11 
NIV).  

 
Again the article “the” is found in the Greek text. It is “the” lie. 
 
Why The Antichrist Is “The Lie”  
 
Three reasons have been put forward as to why the Antichrist should be termed “the lie.’   
 
To begin with, he is called “the lie” because his deceitful claim to be the real Christ will be the greatest falsehood 
ever foisted upon the human race. 
 
In addition, in many ways, he is the direct opposite of the genuine Christ. Jesus is “the Truth.” The gospel of 
John records Jesus making this claim:  
 

Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me” 
(John 14:6 NLT).  

 
While Jesus is “the Truth,” Antichrist is “the lie” to whom Jesus was referring.  
 
Finally, he is the direct descendent of Satan, the arch liar. These reasons are given to show why Antichrist can 
rightfully be called “the lie.” 
 
Reason 5:  He Is Called The Son Of Perdition, The Son Of Satan 
 
The final Antichrist, while he will be a man, it seems that he may be more than a mere man. Just as Jesus Christ, 
God the Son, was a true Man and yet He was more than man, the Antichrist will also be more than a simple 
human.  
 
The Antichrist will be more like a superman for whom the world is looking. In fact, some believe that he will be 
a supernatural character, the son of Satan. 
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Indeed, there are those who contend that this is directly stated by Paul in his second letter to the Thessalonians. 
He specifically called this coming world leader the “son of perdition,” or the “son of destruction:” 
 

Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction (2 Thessalonians 2:4 ESV). 

 
He is the “son” of perdition, or “son” of destruction, a literal child of the devil.  Here the Antichrist is explicitly 
declared to be superhuman; “the son of destruction.” Just as the Jesus Christ is the Son of God, so the final 
Antichrist will be the son of Satan.  
 
However, this is not the only way to read this verse. It could also be translated in this manner: 
 

Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the rebellion occurs and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction (2 Thessalonians 2:3 NIV). 

 
Translating it like this means that the Antichrist is one who is “doomed to destruction” rather than being an 
actual offspring of the devil. 
 
What we do know is that in Jesus Christ we find that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells or lives in bodily 
form. Paul wrote to the Colossians: 
 

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form (Colossians 2:9 NIV). 
 
Jesus also could make this statement about Himself. John records Jesus saying:  
 

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? (John 14:9 NIV). 

 
In the same manner, the Antichrist will be the full and final embodiment of the devil. He will not only be the 
incarnation of the devil, but the consummation of his wickedness and power. 
 
Reason 6: The Coming Of The Beast Is Intimately Connected With The Devil 
 
In the Book of Revelation we find that this beast, the Antichrist, is intimately connected with the devil himself. 
We read the following in the Book of Revelation: 
 

The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and 
seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name (Revelation 13:1 NIV). 

 
We find a link between the two. Note that the coming forth of the beast, the Antichrist, is immediately 
connected with the dragon! But this is not all. He is described the exact same way as the devil; he has ten horns 
and seven heads. This is exactly how Satan himself is previously described by the same author, John, in the 
Book of Revelation. He wrote: 
 

Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven 
crowns on its heads (Revelation 12:3 NIV)  

 
To sum up, these passages have caused a number of people to see the final Antichrist as a literal offspring of 
the devil himself. 
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Summary To Question 10  
What Is The Case For The Final Antichrist Being A Literal Offspring Of The Devil? 

 
Those who reject the idea that the Antichrist is an evil force or religious system believe the Bible describes a 
human being when it describes this personage. Furthermore, it is a human being who is still to come in history.  
 
However, there are some people who do not think that the coming Antichrist is a mere human being. Instead 
they believe that he will actually be the literal offspring of the devil. There are a number of reasons as to why 
this is argued. 
 
In Genesis, we are told of a war between the offspring of the serpent and the offspring of the woman. From 
the Book of Revelation, we find that the serpent represents the devil, while the woman represents Israel. This 
prediction also looked forward to one individual offspring, a singular one coming from the serpent and from 
Israel.  
 
The offspring of the woman is Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel. He is the one who will crush the offspring 
of the serpent. The literal offspring of the serpent is assumed to be Antichrist. The Bible tells us that the coming 
of Christ will destroy this personage. Therefore, from the very beginning we are introduced to serpent and his 
offspring. 
 
In the Book of Isaiah, Antichrist is called the “twisting serpent.” The fact that he is somehow related to the 
serpent is another indication that we are dealing with an actual offspring of Satan himself.  
 
The prophet Ezekiel describes two personages: the prince of Tyre and the King of Tyre. While the King of 
Tyre is seen to represent Satan, the prince of Tyre is viewed by some to represent of Antichrist.  
 
Indeed, the description of this prince fits well with what it said of the coming Antichrist. The fact that he is 
intimately associated with the devil in this passage is a further reason why many view Antichrist as his actual 
offspring. 

 
Jesus Himself called the devil the father of “the lie.” The lie is assumed by some interpreters to be a reference 
to the coming Antichrist. As Jesus is the truth, Antichrist is the lie. 
 
To many, the identity of Antichrist is confirmed by a statement of Paul. He is called the son of perdition, that 
is, the son of Satan. This settles the issue for some people. The fact that he is given this particular designation 
points out his true origin, Antichrist is the son of the devil. 
 
Finally, the coming of the beast in the Book of Revelation is connected with the devil himself. His origin is said 
to be from beneath. This also fits the idea that Antichrist is the actual offspring of Satan.  
 
These passages support the idea that the coming man of sin will be more than a mere human being. In some 
mysterious way, he will be physically connected to the old serpent, the devil.  
 

 
  



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 51 

Question 11 
 

Should We Assume The Coming Antichrist  
Will Be The Literal Child Of The Devil? 

 
There are many people who assume that the future man of sin, the final Antichrist, is more than a mere human 
being. While he is fully human, they also believe that he is supernatural in his character. His supernatural nature 
is attributed to him as being an actual offspring of the devil. 
 
Not everyone agrees with this assessment. In fact, there are a number of reasons as to why this idea of the 
supernatural character of Antichrist is rejected. They are as follows. 
 
1. The Passages Do Not Have To Be Interpreted In That Manner 
 
The passages which are used to show that Antichrist is an actual offspring of Satan do not necessarily have to 
be interpreted that way. Indeed, all of them have alternative interpretations which are just as good, if not better, 
than the ones which see Antichrist as physically related to the devil. Therefore, we are not forced to this 
conclusion from a study of Scripture.  
 
Indeed, the idea that Antichrist is called “the son of perdition” does not mean that he is a literal offspring of 
the devil. The words “son of” are used in the Bible in a number of different ways. It does not necessarily mean 
an actual or literal offspring of someone else. 
 
2. These Created Beings Do Not Reproduce 
 
There is also the issue of the nature of the various beings which beings God has created. From Scripture, it 
seems that the angels, seraphim, cherubim, and living creatures are all sexless deathless creatures. The devil is a 
member of this created order. Scripture seems to indicate that they do not, and cannot, reproduce.   
 
In addition, the Book of Genesis also says that each type of creature which God made reproduces only after 
“its own kind.” For, example, we read the following about the sea creatures and the birds: 
 

So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, 
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind (Genesis 1:21 ESV). 

 
The fact each is made “according to its kind” limits who can procreate with whom. Since humans are a unique 
“kind,” in that they are only able to procreate within their own group, it seems that any type of mating with 
these specially created beings is out of the question.  
 
3. How Would Satan Know When To Conceive Antichrist? 
 
The one thing which seemingly contradicts this idea of Antichrist being an actual child of the devil concerns 
the timing of his birth. According to the Scripture, the beginning of the seventieth week of Daniel, the great 
tribulation, occurs when a peace treaty is signed between the beast, the Antichrist, and the nation of Israel.  
 
Antichrist must be a full-grown adult at this time, as well as in a position of leadership to be able to accomplish 
this. The question then becomes, “How will Satan know when this is going to occur?” 
 
If there is a time when Satan unleashes Antichrist onto the world, then it is he who is controlling history. God, 
instead being the One who controls all things, would be reacting to Satan’s timing.  
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However, if there is anything clear from the Scripture it is that the Lord is in control of all things! Therefore, it 
is not possible to accept the idea that the Lord is waiting for Satan to make his move with the coming Antichrist.  
 
Indeed, Jesus said the time of His Coming is in the hands of God the Father. In the Book of Acts, we read the 
following: 
 

So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority (Acts 1:6-7 NIV). 

 
God the Father has set the time periods by means of His own authority. It is the Lord who sets all of these 
events in motion, including the signing of the peace treaty that begins the last seven years before the return of 
Jesus Christ. Since the Lord does not reveal His plans to the devil, it would not be possible for him to know 
the timing of this future event, or any other event for that matter. 
 
It is for these good reasons that people reject the idea that the final Antichrist will be a literal child of the devil. 
 
Summary To Question 11  
Should We Assume The Coming Antichrist Will Be The Literal Child Of The Devil? 
 
The coming Antichrist is seen by some interpreters as a literal child of the devil. Therefore, he is supernatural, 
as well as human, in his nature.   
 
This view has rightly been challenged. The case against Antichrist being a supernatural being can be summed 
up as follows. 
 
While it is true that the seed of the woman is ultimately fulfilled in the person of Christ, an individual, this does 
not mean that the offspring of the serpent must also be literally fulfilled in a human being. In other words, it is 
not necessary.   
 
The passages used to support this contention do not have to be interpreted in such a way as to demand that 
the final Antichrist has some physical relationship to the devil. The fact that the man of sin is called “the son 
of perdition” does not mean he is a literal child of Satan.  
 
In fact, the phrase “son of” has a number of possible meanings. Indeed, in both testaments, we find the term 
“son” used in a variety of ways. A literal offspring is only one of the ways in which the word is used. 
 
This leads to the problem of equating the Antichrist with Satan in some physical sense. Satan is a spirit-being, 
seemingly a member of the cherubim. Consequently he has no physical or corporeal form. Furthermore, as a 
created being, like the angels, seraphim, and living creatures, he does not have the capability to reproduce. 
Indeed, as far as we know from Scripture, these specially created beings such as angels, seraphim, cherubim, 
etc. are sexless, deathless creatures. They cannot bear offspring; they cannot cease to exist.  
 
This being the case it is difficult to see how Antichrist could be the literal offspring of the devil since these 
spirit-beings cannot reproduce. 
 
The special nature of humans and these created beings also has to be taken into consideration. Indeed, humans 
and these specially created spirit-creatures are different orders of beings. There is no indication from Scripture 
whatsoever that they are able to have offspring with each other.  
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Furthermore, Genesis says that God created different types of creatures to reproduce “after their own kind.” 
This limits who can mate with whom. Consequently the idea that Satan could somehow conceive a child 
through uniting with a human mother does not seem biblically possible. 
 
There is one thing which seems to clearly refute the idea of Antichrist being the actual offspring of the devil, 
the timing of his coming. Jesus made it clear that nobody knows the time which He Himself will return to the 
earth. This includes the angels, as well as all of the other specially created beings. Since Satan is one of these 
beings, he does not know the time of the Lord’s return. This being the case, how would he know when to have 
Antichrist conceived?  
 
Indeed, the final Antichrist must be a grown man at the time he signs the peace treaty with Israel, rules the 
world for three-and one-half years, and is finally judged by the Lord when He returns with His church, the true 
believers, at the Second Coming.  
 
Yet there is no indication whatsoever that Satan would know the time when these things will occur. This fact 
seems to refute the idea that Antichrist will be an actual offspring of the devil. 
 
Consequently, when all the evidence is in, we do know the coming Antichrist will be an evil personage but we 
should not assume that he will be the literal son of the devil. 
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Question 12 
 

Was Caesar Nero The  
Predicted Antichrist? 

 
When of the Letter of First John was written, Antichrist had not yet come:  
 

Children, it is the last hour. And as you have heard, “Antichrist is coming,” even now many antichrists 
have come. We know from this that it is the last hour (1 John 2:18 CSB) 

 
Some believe that Antichrist has come since that time. There have been a number of candidates who have been 
put forward as fulfilling John’s prediction. One of the most popular has been Caesar Nero, the crazed Roman 
Emperor.   
 
The Case For Caesar Nero Being Antichrist 
 
There are those Bible interpreters who hold the view that the Book of Revelation, the last Book of Scripture, 
mainly addresses contemporary problems for the first century Christians. This is called the “preterist 
interpretation,” or “preterism.”  
 
According to this perspective, when John addressed the churches the beast, the Antichrist, was a reference to 
the present Roman Emperor, Caesar Nero.  
 
1. There Are Many Resemblances 
 
To begin with, there are many remarkable resemblances between the historical character of Caesar Nero and 
the biblical description of the Antichrist. Nero was an enormously egotistical individual, vicious in nature, who 
persecuted God’s people. These all fit the person of Antichrist. Antichrist is predicted to be an incredible proud 
individual, who kills indiscriminately, and, in particular, persecutes God’s people. Nero certainly fit that 
description. 
  
2. Nero Claimed To Be Divine 
 
Furthermore, the Roman emperors were called in Latin divus or sebastos. These words indicate deity or divinity. 
Nero claimed this for himself. Indeed, on coins minted in his reign, he is called the “Savior of the world.” This 
also fits what Paul wrote about the Antichrist: 
 

Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-
called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be 
God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 ESV). 

 
Consequently, we find Nero claiming deity for himself, just as Paul predicted he would. 
 
3. His Names Adds Up To 666 
 
The Book of Revelation says the identity of the beast, or Antichrist, can be determined by adding up the 
numbers in his name. John wrote: 
 

Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of 
a man: His number is 666 (Revelation 13:18 NKJV). 
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It is claimed that it can be shown that the number of Nero is the number of the Antichrist, 666. If one adds up 
the letters of the name Caesar Nero in Hebrew it will come to 666. 
 
This is done as follows. Neither the Hebrew language nor the Greek language used a system of numbers. 
Instead the letters of the alphabet stood for numbers. For example, A=1, B=2, etc. Therefore the name of a 
person could be converted into its corresponding letters. It is argued that when the letters of the name of Nero 
are added up in Hebrew the total comes to 666. This is further evidence that John had Nero in mind when he 
wrote of the coming Antichrist. 
 
There is also the fact that Nero’s name in Latin adds up to 616. This is significant because some manuscripts 
of the Book of Revelation have the number of Antichrist as 616, rather than 666. Either way, Nero’s name fits 
the number of Antichrist. 
 
Conclusion:  There Is No Coming Antichrist: Nero Was The Predicted One 
 
These reasons have been put forward to demonstrate the coming Antichrist was Caesar Nero. The predictions 
of Scripture have been fulfilled some two thousand years ago. 
 
Since Antichrist has already come in the past in the person of Caesar Nero, there is no need to look for a future 
Antichrist. He is an historical character, not a personage who will appear in the future. 
 
Response  
 
While Nero and Antichrist had certain features in common, it is better to understand him as a type or 
foreshadow of the one which the Bible says is to come. We can make the following observations. 
 
1. Nero Did Not Have All The Traits Of Antichrist 
 
While Nero did share in some of the traits of the future Antichrist, he did not have all of them. Indeed, it is not 
possible to fit the deeds of Nero with what the Bible says about the future man of sin. Many examples could 
be given. 
 
For one thing, there is no evidence whatsoever that the mark of Nero’s name, 666, was placed on the forehead 
or right hand of anyone. This did not happen. The people in the Roman Empire in that day could still buy and 
sell without the mark of Nero because there was no mark of Nero! 
 
2. Nero Never Came To The Temple In Jerusalem 
 
While Nero may have taken upon himself titles of deity, he never came to the temple in the city of Jerusalem 
and claimed to be God, as will be true with the predicted Antichrist. In fact, Nero never came to Israel at all.  
 
Many other unfilled predictions could be noted. The point is this: the life of Nero cannot be equated with the 
life of the predicted Antichrist. 
  
3. Nero’s Name Does Not Equal 666 
 
There are more problems. While there have been those who insist that the name of Caesar Nero adds up to the 
number 666, to do so takes some creativity. Nero’s name in Greek, Neron Kaisar, does not equal 666 but rather 
1005! Some attempt to solve this by putting Neron Kaisar into Hebrew which can equal 666. However, to do 
this there has to be a slight variation in the spelling of the word for Caesar.  
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Yet doing this presents a real problem. Why would John, writing to a group of individuals, who read Greek and 
not Hebrew, use a system of numbers with a Hebrew form of his name rather than a Greek form? Interestingly, 
we also discover that none of the ancient interpreters of the Book of Revelation came up with this Hebrew 
solution. 
 
The fact that Nero’s name adds up to 616 in Latin should not be conclusive either. Again, why should Latin be 
used as the language to confirm the identity of the mysterious Antichrist?  
 
Furthermore, the 616 reading has not accepted by the majority of textual scholars as the correct one to identity 
the beast of Revelation. 
 
There is something else which should be noted. Almost anything can be done with numbers and letters if one 
wishes. Through clever manipulation one can get the letters of a person’s name to add up to whatever total 
they wish. When the future Antichrist does come, it will be plain how the 666 fits his name. Until that time 
comes, attempting to figure out the identity of this character is just worthless speculation. 
 
4. Nero Was Dead When John Wrote 
 
There is another problem, a big problem. Another reason for denying that Nero was not the Antichrist is to be 
found in the fact that he was deceased before John wrote about the beast, he described in Revelation chapter 
thirteen! Nero died in A.D. 68 while John wrote the Book of Revelation some thirty years after the death of 
Nero. Thus, Nero could not have fulfilled John’s predictions because Nero was long dead. 
 
5. Christ Did Not Return To Send Nero In The Lake Of Fire 
 
Finally, the fact that we have not yet seen the return of Christ demonstrates the Antichrist has yet to appear. 
According to the Book of Revelation, Jesus Christ will return to this earth, capture the Antichrist, and thrust 
him into the lake of fire. The Bible says: 
 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the 
rider on the horse and his army. But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had 
performed the signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of 
the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur 
(Revelation 19:19-20 NIV). 

 
Certainly nobody is attempting to say that this as already happened. Therefore, Caesar Nero was not the 
predicted Antichrist. This being the case, we need to expect the appearance of a personal Antichrist at some 
time in the future. Antichrist has not yet appeared. 
 
Summary To Question 12   
Was Caesar Nero The Predicted Antichrist? 
 
Many Antichrists have arisen throughout the history of the church claiming to be the promised Messiah. Others 
while not personally claiming to be the Messiah have been identified as the biblical Antichrist.  
 
One of the most popular choices in the past has been Caesar Nero. Those who hold this view believe the events 
in the Book of Revelation were fulfilled in the first century. Nero was the beast, the Antichrist, which John 
wrote about. 
 
Caesar Nero did indeed have many traits or qualities of the Antichrist which is depicted in Scripture. He was 
an arrogant murderous individual, a man who specifically targeted Christians for persecution. This is what 
Scripture says of Antichrist. 
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Moreover, like the predicted Antichrist, Nero took upon himself titles that belong to deity. This is another 
indication that he was the beast of Revelation. 
 
Furthermore, the letters in his name, when converted into the Hebrew language, add up to the number 666, 
the number of the beast. In addition, the alternative number for the beast, 616, is the sum total of adding up 
the numbers of Nero’s name in Latin. 
 
Thus, it is argued that Nero seems like the likely candidate for the man of sin. 
 
However, for a number of reasons, the idea that John was writing about Nero as the beast, the Antichrist, is 
not convincing. Indeed, there are several things that are predicted in Scripture about Antichrist that preclude 
Nero from being that character.  
 
While Nero may have possessed many qualities of the coming Antichrist, he certainly did have all of them. He 
did not enter the temple of Jerusalem and claim to be God as Paul says the coming man of sin will do. Nero 
was never even in Israel. 
 
In addition, there is nothing in his reign that remotely resembles what John says the beast will do with respect 
to his mark, branding all the people with a 666. There was no restriction concerning buying and selling in the 
Roman Empire with respect to Nero’s name, or brand. None. 
 
Moreover, it takes some real creativity to make 666 out of the spelling his name. Nero’s name does not equal 
this number in Greek. In addition, to make it equal 666 in Hebrew there has to be a variation in the spelling of 
his name. In other words, the letters in his name do not add up to 666 no matter how you add them up.   
 
As far as the number 616 goes, it is questionable whether the writer of Revelation expected his readers to use 
Latin to come up with the number of the name of the beast. In addition, 616 is still a variant reading in 
Revelation 13. Indeed, there is no clear consensus that it should be used instead of 666. 
 
Furthermore, when John described the beast of Revelation, he did this some thirty years after the death of 
Nero! Since Nero was dead when John wrote Revelation, it is highly unlikely Nero was the beast to which John 
referred; unless we assume accepted the myth that Nero was raised from the dead! However, there is no 
evidence that John believed this. 
 
However, the main problem is that Scripture says that the appearance of Antichrist will be immediately before 
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. The Bible says that Christ will return to the earth, capture the Antichrist, 
and thrust him into the Lake of fire. This, of course, has not yet happened and hence rules out Nero as that 
predicted character.  
 
Nero can rightfully be included among those characters who are a type of Antichrist. In other words, he has 
traits which the final Antichrist will possess. He was “an” Antichrist. However, he is not the predicted one in 
Scripture, the final Antichrist. That person is still to come. 
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Question 13 
 

Does The Bible Depict Many Different  
Types Or Illustrations Of  
The Coming Antichrist? 

 
There are a number of personages in Scripture which give us an idea of the character of the coming Antichrist. 
They are called “types.” These types illustrate certain aspects of the nature or attributes of the future man of 
sin. Consequently, we can gain an excellent idea of what to expect from this “beast” from the various types 
listed in Scripture. 
 
The Major Types Or Prefigurements Of Antichrist 
 
While exactly who belongs in this category of the “major types” of Antichrist can be debated, it is clear that 
three main individuals in Scripture typify the coming Antichrist. They are as follows. 
 
1. Nimrod 
 
Nimrod was called a mighty hunter in opposition to the Lord. He was the person who first built the city of 
Babylon, the center of rebellion against the things of God. He had many things in common with the coming 
Antichrist. 
 
2. Nebuchadnezzar 
 
The Book of Daniel tells us of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, a person who foreshadows the deeds of 
Antichrist. As the King of Babylon, his armies sieged the city of Jerusalem and destroyed the holy temple.  
 
We find that he built a golden image of himself, possibly with the gold from the temple. Nebuchadnezzar 
forced the people under his rule, upon the threat of death, to worship that pagan image. There are many parallels 
between this King of Babylon and the final Antichrist. 
 
3. Antiochus IV 
 
The one character which is most like the coming Antichrist is an individual whose coming was predicted in 
Scripture but not recorded, Antiochus IV. He came as predicted but he lived at the time between the testaments. 
Many of the events in his life mirror what the Bible says of the coming Antichrist. 
 
Many Minor Types Of Antichrist Are Found In Scripture 
 
Apart from these three, Scripture gives us a number of examples of types of the coming man of sin. For our 
purposes, we will call them “minor types” of Antichrist, though some may want to place certain of them in the 
“major type” category. They include the following. 
 
Minor Type 1:  The Serpent In Eden 
 
To find our initial type of Antichrist, we go all the way back to the beginning, to the Garden of Eden. Adam 
and Eve, the first two human beings, encountered the serpent in paradise. As a type of the coming Antichrist, 
the serpent cast doubt about God’s Word and His character. 
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The Serpent Casts Doubts About God’s Word 
 
The serpent began his dialogue with Eve by casting doubts about the truthfulness of what God had told Adam 
and Eve. The Bible says: 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God actually say, You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?” (Genesis 3:1-2 ESV). 

 
The honesty of what God had said is questioned. In the same manner, Antichrist will speak out against God’s 
Word. Scripture says: 
 

The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority for forty-
two months (Revelation 13:5 NIV). 
 

The truthfulness of the words of the God of the Bible is doubted by the beast, the Antichrist. Instead, this 
personage actually claims to be God.  
  
God’s Character Is Questioned By The Serpent 
 
The character of God is also questioned by the lying serpent. In response to the woman, the serpent said the 
following: 
 

God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both 
good and evil (Genesis 3:5 NLT). 

 
The serpent was calling God a liar. 
 
Antichrist will also say horrible things about the true God. Scripture says: 
 

He began to speak blasphemies against God: to blaspheme His name and His dwelling — those who dwell 
in heaven (Revelation 13:6 CSB). 

 
This is another instance where the serpent is similar to Antichrist. 
 
The Judgment Pronounced Against The Serpent 
 
The serpent was judged for its actions. The Lord said to this creature: 
 

And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel (Genesis 3:15 NLT). 

 
Hatred between the serpent and its offspring would be directed against the woman and her offspring. It seems 
that the ultimate offspring of the woman is Christ Himself, while the ultimate offspring of the serpent is 
Antichrist, the man of sin. The hatred that started in the Garden of Eden will continue throughout the time 
human beings are here upon the earth.  
 
From the Book of Revelation we find that the power or force behind the serpent in Eden was the devil himself. 
Scripture says: 
 

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver 
of the whole world--he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him 
(Revelation 12:9 ESV). 
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In the same way, the devil will be the one energizing the coming Antichrist. We also read in the Book of 
Revelation: 
 

This beast looked like a leopard, but it had the feet of a bear and the mouth of a lion! And the dragon gave 
the beast his own power and throne and great authority (Revelation 13:2 NLT). 

 
Therefore, in a number of ways, the serpent in Eden reflects the words and deeds of the coming Antichrist. 
 
Minor Type 2:  Amalek: Son Of Esau 
 
The Book of Genesis gives us another type of Antichrist, Amalek the son of Esau. While Esau, the son of 
Isaac, was the older brother of Jacob, or Israel, he was not the son of promise. Scripture not only says the older 
son would serve the younger son; we also find that Esau despised his birthright. This despising of the things of 
the Lord carried over to his son Amalek. Indeed, we find that the Amalekites were the constant enemies of 
God’s chosen people, Israel.  
 
On their way to the Promised Land, Israel was attacked by the Amalekites. The Bible says: 
 

While the people of Israel were still at Rephidim, the warriors of Amalek attacked them (Exodus 17:8 
NLT). 

 
The Bible says that Amalek will be perpetually at war with God’s people, Israel. We also read in Exodus: 
 

He said, “They have raised their fist against the LORD’s throne, so now the LORD will be at war with 
Amalek generation after generation” (Exodus 17:16 NLT). 

 
Because of their constant attacks against God’s people, the Lord said that the memory of Amalek will be blotted 
out. We read the following words of Moses:  
 

When the LORD your God gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land he is giving you to 
possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget! 
(Deuteronomy 25:19 NIV). 

 
Therefore, the nation that came from Amalek, the Amalekites, was a type of Antichrist, people constantly at 
war with God’s people. 
 
There is also the possibility that an Amalekite actually killed the first king of Israel, Saul. After Saul’s death, an 
Amalekite told David the following story:  
 

By chance I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and there was Saul leaning on his spear, and behold, the 
chariots and the horsemen were close upon him. And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called 
to me. And I answered, ‘Here I am.’ And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ 
And he said to me ‘Stand beside me and kill me, for anguish has seized me, and yet my life still lingers’ (2 
Samuel 1:6-9 ESV).   

 
The Amalekites were indeed a constant source of trouble for the people of God. The same will be the situation 
for the coming Antichrist. He too will be an arch-enemy of Israel. 
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Minor Type 3:  The Pharaoh Of The Exodus 
 
When the children of Israel were settled in Egypt a Pharaoh arose who feared the growing numbers of the 
people. Consequently, to protect his nation, he put the people of Israel into slavery. The Lord then raised up a 
prophet named Moses who would eventually deliver the people out of Egypt to the Promised Land.  
 
However, this did not happen easily. Pharaoh did everything which he could to keep God’s people out of the 
Land of Promise. In doing so, Pharaoh became a type of the final Antichrist.  
 
Indeed, we find that Pharaoh is a foreshadowing of the Antichrist in numerous ways. They include the 
following.  
 
1. He Came From Egypt Which Represents The Unbelieving World System In Scripture 
 
First, Pharaoh was king of Egypt. In Scripture, Egypt is the enduring symbol of the godless world-system which 
will one day be overthrown. Pharaoh prefigured the leader of the final world-kingdom.  
 
2. He Persecuted The Chosen People 
 
We also find that the Pharaoh of the Exodus was the heartless tormenter of the chosen people. The Bible says: 
 

So the Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves. They appointed brutal slave drivers over them, hoping to 
wear them down with crushing labor. They forced them to build the cities of Pithom and Rameses as supply 
centers for the king (Exodus 1:11-12 NLT). 

 
In the same way, the coming Antichrist will persecute the Jews in a special way. The Bible says: 
 

And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 
given birth to the male child (Revelation 12:13 ESV). 

 
The woman, who gave birth to the male child, represents the nation of Israel. Satan, the dragon, persecutes the 
chosen people through his representative, the Antichrist. 
 
3. He Attempted To Eradicate The Entire Nation 
 
The Bible also says that Pharaoh tried to wipe out the entire nation. Scripture records that he gave orders that 
all the male children should be slain in infancy. The Bible puts it this way: 
 

Then Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave this order to the Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah and Puah: “When 
you help the Hebrew women as they give birth, watch as they deliver. If the baby is a boy, kill him; if it is 
a girl, let her live” (Exodus 1:15-16 NLT). 

 
In a similar manner, the Antichrist will desire to destroy the entire nation of Israel. We read in Revelation:  
 

Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, 
on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the 
sand of the sea (Revelation 12:17 ESV). 

 
From its very beginning, the nation of Israel has been the subject of the intense hatred of the devil. While many 
have attempted to eliminate the people of Israel from the planet, all attempts have miserably failed. The God 
of Israel has promised to protect His people. From the Book of Revelation, we realize that He will keep them 
safe until the very end.  
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4. He Openly Defied The Lord, The God Of Israel 
 
The Pharaoh of the Exodus openly defied the Lord God. When Moses and Aaron appeared before him, he 
would not let God’s people go. The Bible describes it this way: 
 

Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let my 
people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’” But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that 
I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go” 
(Exodus 5:1,2 ESV).  

 
He would not let the people go because he had no respect for the God of Israel, the Living God. 
 
We find that the final Antichrist will also defy the living God. The Bible says: 
 

He began to speak blasphemies against God: to blaspheme His name and His dwelling — those who dwell 
in heaven (Revelation 13:6 CSB). 

 
The pattern is certainly consistent. Those who have the spirit of Antichrist, like the Pharaoh of Egypt, openly 
defy God. 
 
5. Two Witnesses Performed Miracles In His Presence 
 
We also find that the two witnesses of the Lord, Moses and Aaron, performed miracles in the presence of the 
Pharaoh. We read of this in the Book of Exodus: 
 

So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast down his staff 
before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent (Exodus 7:10 ESV). 

 
In the same manner, the Lord will have His two witnesses in the great tribulation period which will perform 
miracles before the Beast, the Antichrist: 
 

They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they 
have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as 
often as they desire. And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless 
pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them (Revelation 11:6,7 ESV).  

 
We find that in neither case were the miracles by the “two witnesses” heeded by the evil personage.  
 
6. His Associates Seemingly Had Miraculous Powers 
 
Pharaoh had magical resources at his disposal. We read of the powers which his wise men, sorcerers, and 
magicians demonstrated. The Bible says: 
 

Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the 
same by their secret arts (Exodus 7:11 ESV). 

 
The man of sin will also have his miracles to show the people. Paul wrote the following about the powers of 
this coming Antichrist in his letter to the Thessalonians: 
 

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders (2 
Thessalonians 2:9 ESV).  
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Miracles are also associated with the one who promotes this final Antichrist. They will be performed by his 
cohort, the false prophet. Scripture says: 
 

And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to the earth in full view of 
everyone. Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the 
inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by 
the sword and yet lived. It was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could 
speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed (Revelation 13:13-15 NIV). 

 
Therefore, Pharaoh and Antichrist are each associated with miracles.  
 
7. He Broke His Promise To Israel 
 
The ungodly Pharaoh made promises to the Hebrew people. However, he did not keep his word:  
 

Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray to the LORD to take the frogs away from me and 
my people, and I will let your people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD.” . . . But when Pharaoh saw that 
there was relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had 
said (Exodus 8:8,15 NIV).  

 
This illustrates what the final Antichrist will also do toward the people of Israel. He will make, or confirm, an 
agreement with them but he will eventually break it. We read of this in the Book of Daniel: 
 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 
that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27 NIV). 

 
The covenant, or agreement, will be broken after three-and one-half years. He will not keep the promises which 
he made to them. 
 
8. He Experienced A Terrible Death 
 
This evil Pharaoh met a harsh end of his life. His demise took place at the hands of the very God whom he 
defied. The psalmist wrote about the death of Pharaoh: 
 

He [the Lord] hurled Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea (Psalm 136:15 NLT).  
 
Pharaoh died with his army at the Red Sea when the Lord commanded the water to engulf them. In the same 
way, the final Antichrist will be captured by the Lord and hurled into the lake of fire:   
 

And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which 
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur (Revelation 19:20 ESV). 

 
The end of each of these individuals is horrific. 
 
9. Israel Entered A New Beginning At His Death 
 
When the Pharaoh of the Exodus and his army was defeated, the nation of Israel started out for the Promised 
Land, and a new beginning:   
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And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry 
in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead. Then he summoned Moses and Aaron 
by night and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve 
the LORD, as you have said. Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me 
also!” (Exodus 12:30-32 ESV). 

 
The chosen people eventually arrived and settled in the land that the Lord had promised them. In the same 
way, after the final Antichrist will be thrown into the Lake of Fire, the nation Israel will receive an everlasting 
possession, the Land of Promise. The kingdom of God will come to the earth! 
 
Therefore, when all these things are considered, we find that the Pharaoh of the Exodus is clearly a type of the 
coming Antichrist. 
 
Minor Type 4:  Goliath Of Gath 
 
One of the most familiar characters in the entire Bible is the Philistine giant Goliath. Interestingly, we find that 
this giant can be compared to the coming Antichrist in a number of ways. 
 
1. He Was A Physical Giant 
 
To begin with, we find that Goliath was a giant among men. Like King Saul, he stood head and shoulders above 
everyone else. In this, Goliath prefigured the Antichrist, who it seems will also be striking in his appearance.   
 
2. He Was The Archenemy Of Israel 
 
Goliath was the enemy of Israel. He is “the” one person who represented the enemies of the Lord. In the same 
manner, the coming Antichrist will be the greatest enemy the nation has ever faced. 
 
3. He Challenged The Armies Of The Lord  
 
Goliath, the enemy of the Lord, challenged the armies of the God of Israel. Scripture relates how he taunted 
God’s chosen people: 
 

I defy the armies of Israel today! Send me a man who will fight me! (1 Samuel 17:10 NLT).  
 
The future “man of sin” will also attempt to challenge the armies of the Lord. Indeed, he will actually gather 
his armies together to fight against Jesus Christ Himself: 
 

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was 
sitting on the horse and against his army (Revelation 19:19 ESV). 

 
As in the case of Goliath, the army of the Lord will prevail. 
 
4. The Number 666 Is Connected With Him 
 
Interestingly, the number 666 is connected with the giant Goliath. Note how the Scripture reveals these three 
sixes in describing this giant.  
 
He Was Six Cubits Tall 
 
To begin with, his height is listed at six cubits. We read about this in the Book of 1 Samuel: 
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A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height was six 
cubits and a span (1 Samuel 17:4 NIV).  

 
This makes him about nine feet tall! 
 
Six Pieces Of Armor Are Mentioned 
 
Six pieces of armor are listed for Goliath: a bronze helmet, bronze armor on his shins, a bronze sword, a spear 
shaft, an iron point of his spear, and a shield-bearer: 
 

He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand 
shekels on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. His spear shaft was 
like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him (1 
Samuel 17:5-7 NIV).  

 
The number six keeps reoccurring.  
 
The Head Of His Spear Weighed Six Hundred Shekels 
 
There is still more. The head of his spear weighed six hundred shekels of iron, about fifteen pounds. The Bible 
says: 
 

The shaft of his spear was as heavy and thick as a weaver’s beam, tipped with an iron spearhead that 
weighed 15 pounds. His armor bearer walked ahead of him carrying a shield (1 Samuel 17:7 NLT).  

 
Goliath was six cubits in height, with six specific pieces of armor, and the head of his spear weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron. It is no coincidence that this giant is described with three sixes. 
 
The One Who Killed Him Was David, A Type Of Christ 
 
Finally, Goliath was killed by David who is a type, or foreshadowing, of Jesus Christ. The Bible says: 
 

So David triumphed over the Philistine with only a sling and a stone, for he had no sword (1 Samuel 17:50 
NLT). 

 
As we have noted, Antichrist meets his demise at the coming of Christ to the earth. Jesus captures him alive 
and throws him and the false prophet into the lake of fire. 
 
In each of these respects, the giant Goliath of Gath foreshadowed the coming Antichrist. 
 
Minor Type 5:  King Saul Of Israel 
 
Next, we come to a type, or foreshadow, of Christ who was a member of the chosen people of God, the nation 
of Israel. The first king of Israel, Saul, prefigures the coming man of sin in a number of ways. We can make the 
following observations: 
 
1. He Was A Larger-Than-Life Figure 
 
When we are first introduced to Saul his striking physical stature is emphasized: 
 

His son Saul was the most handsome man in Israel—head and shoulders taller than anyone else in the land 
(1 Samuel 9:2 NLT). 
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This physical description is repeated later (1 Samuel 10:23). Obviously, Saul had a presence about him which 
intimidated people. 
 
This being the case, we can readily see how Saul prefigures the coming man of sin, who has no peers.  The 
Book of Revelation says the following about him: 
 

People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the 
beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against it?” (Revelation 13:4 NIV).  

 
This lawless one will so tower above all his contemporaries that all people shall cry out, “Who is like unto the 
beast?” The answer is, “Nobody.”  
 
2. He Ruled Over Israel But Not As God’s Man 
 
Saul was chosen by the people to rule over Israel. The Bible explains what happened in this manner: 
 

Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among 
all the people.” Then the people shouted, “Long live the king!” (1 Samuel 10:24 NIV).  

 
Saul was first king of Israel but he was not the rightful king. The people mistakenly thought that he was God’s 
man. He was not. Not only was Saul the people’s choice rather than God’s choice, Saul was not a descendent 
of the rightful line for the kingship, the tribe of Judah. Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin. In other words, he 
did not have the proper credentials.  
 
In the same manner, the people of Israel will choose Antichrist to rule over them even though he does not 
possess the proper biblical credentials. Among other things, it may mean that the final Antichrist will actually 
be a Gentile rather than a Jew.  
 
3. He Blasphemously Performed The Duties Of A Priest 
 
The Bible is clear about the responsibilities of the various God-given offices. Kings had their duties, and priests 
had their own responsibilities. They were not to perform the duties outside of their office. Saul was a king, not 
a priest. However, he deliberately performed duties which belonged to the priestly class. Scripture records the 
following: 
 

So he demanded, “Bring me the burnt offering and the peace offerings!” And Saul sacrificed the burnt 
offering himself (1 Samuel 13:9 NLT). 

 
The coming Antichrist will also perform an action which is limited to the Great High Priest. Indeed, he will go 
into the Holy of Holies in the temple in Jerusalem. This is a place where the king was never allowed to go. 
 
4. His Reign Was Immediately Before The True Anointed One 
 
The timing of the reign of Saul is foreshadowing the coming Antichrist. He ruled immediately before God’s 
man, David, assumed the throne. The final Antichrist will rule immediately before the One whom David 
prefigured, Jesus Christ, God the Son, will reign.  
 
5. He Was A Great Warrior Who Rebelled Against God 
 
While King Saul was a great warrior, he rebelled against the commands of God. The Lord made this clear when 
he said the following to Samuel the prophet: 
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I regret that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my 
instructions. Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the LORD all that night (1 Samuel 15:11 NIV).  

 
Antichrist, likewise, will be a great man of war who also will rebel against the living God. 
 
6. Saul Ordered God’s Servants Killed 
 
Saul was not God’s man for the job, David was. The Bible says this caused Saul to fear David: 
 

Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with David but had departed from Saul (1 Samuel 18:12 
NIV) 

 
This eventually led the evil King Saul to attempt to kill David: 
 

The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while 
David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand and he hurled it, saying to himself, 
“I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice (1 Samuel 18:10,11 NIV). 

 
Though he was not able to kill God’s man, Saul ordered the murder of the servants of the true God:  
 

And the king said to the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because their 
hand also is with David, and they knew that he fled and did not disclose it to me.” But the servants of the 
king would not put out their hand to strike the priests of the LORD. Then the king said to Doeg, “You 
turn and strike the priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck down the priests, and he killed on 
that day eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod (1 Samuel. 22:17,18 ESV).  

 
The future Antichrist will also go about killing the Lord’s own people:   
 

Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every 
tribe and people and language and nation (Revelation 13:7 ESV). 

 
Therefore, the coming Antichrist, like Saul, will cause the murder of the people of God. 
 
7. He Used Forbidden Spiritual Powers   
 
Saul’s life came to a tragic end after he defied the Lord’s command and inquired of an evil spirit (1 Samuel 29). 
This type of practice was strictly forbidden by the Lord. Indeed, even before Israel entered the Land of Promise, 
the Lord gave the following warning: 
 

When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the 
abominable practices of those nations. There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or 
his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a 
sorcerer or a charmer or a medium or a wizard or a necromancer, for whoever does these things is an 
abomination to the LORD. And because of these abominations the LORD your God is driving them out 
before you. You shall be blameless before the LORD your God, for these nations, which you are about to 
dispossess, listen to fortune-tellers and to diviners. But as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed 
you to do this (Deuteronomy 18:9-14 ESV). 

 
Because of his disobedience to this command, the Lord pronounced that Saul would die the next day, which 
he did. 
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The coming Antichrist is also associated with the powers of spiritual darkness. Indeed, it is the devil himself 
who gives him power. The Bible says the following: 
 

And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. 
And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority (Revelation 13:2 ESV). 

 
King Saul forfeited his life by trying to call upon the powers of darkness. In the same manner, it seems that the 
final Antichrist actually turns his soul over to the devil. 
 
It is truly tragic that the first king of the nation of Israel, Saul, is a type of the coming Antichrist in so many 
different ways. 
 
Minor Type 6:  Alexander The Great 
 
Alexander of Macedon, Alexander the Great, the man who conquered the world and died at the age of thirty-
two, was a type of the coming Antichrist. Although the exploits of Alexander are not chronicled in Scripture, 
they are predicted.  
 
A Little Horn: He Came Out Of Nowhere 
 
Alexander, like the coming Antichrist, is called a “little horn.” He is the male goat mentioned in the Book of 
Daniel. Scripture says the following about him: 
 

While I was watching, suddenly a male goat appeared from the west, crossing the land so swiftly that he 
didn’t even touch the ground. This goat, which had one very large horn between its eyes, headed toward 
the two-horned ram that I had seen standing beside the river, rushing at him in a rage. The goat charged 
furiously at the ram and struck him, breaking off both his horns. Now the ram was helpless, and the goat 
knocked him down and trampled him. No one could rescue the ram from the goat’s power. The goat 
became very powerful. But at the height of his power, his large horn was broken off. In the large horn’s 
place grew four prominent horns pointing in the four directions of the earth (Daniel 8:5-8 NLT). 

 
We learn several things about the conquests of Alexander from this Scripture. 
 
His Conquest Was Swift 
 
The goat is described as moving across the earth without touching the ground. This indicates lightning speed. 
This accurately describes the conquest of Alexander. Indeed, he conquered the known world with lightning 
speed.  
 
In the same manner, Antichrist will rise quickly to a place of prominence in the end times. From relative 
obscurity the coming man of sin will soon become the world leader. 
 
He Spread A Non-Christian Culture Which Included The Worship Of False Gods 
 
Alexander spread the Hellenic, or Greek, culture wherever he went. This non-biblical culture, among other 
things, taught the worship of many different gods; instead of the one God who is revealed in Scripture. 
 
In the same manner, Antichrist will also reject the worship of the one true God. Scripture says of him: 
 

He will have no respect for the gods of his ancestors, or for the god loved by women, or for any other god, 
for he will boast that he is greater than them all.  Instead of these, he will worship the god of fortresses—
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a god his ancestors never knew—and lavish on him gold, silver, precious stones, and expensive gifts (Daniel 
11:37-38 NLT). 

 
The God of the Bible was rejected by Alexander, and will be rejected by the final Antichrist. 
 
The coming Antichrist will also spread a culture which is opposed to the God of the Bible: 
 

And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue 
for forty- two months. Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His 
tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven (Revelation 13:5-6 NKJV). 

 
Like the era of Alexander the Great, the mindset of this future age will be one which openly rejects God’s truth.  
 
Alexander Demanded Worship As A god 
 
Under the leadership of Alexander, Greece became the most powerful nation on the earth. Because of his 
incredible success on the battlefield Alexander became extremely proud and arrogant. Furthermore, he believed 
that the Greek gods, Hercules and Achilles, were his ancestors. It was seemingly these things that led him to 
compel the people of the provinces to worship him as a god.   
 
The coming Antichrist will also demand worship from the people. Scripture says this will be promoted through 
his evil cohort, the false prophet.  
 
The Bible says that an image or statue of the beast, the Antichrist, will be created. Those who refuse to worship 
the beast and his image will be put to death: 
 

He was then permitted to give life to this statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the beast 
commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die (Revelation 13:15 ESV). 

 
This is another way in which Alexander pre-figured the coming Antichrist, the demand for personal worship. 
 
He Met His Doom Quickly 
 
As fast as was his rise to the top, Alexander did not stay there for very long. At the peak of his power, the 
mighty horn, died. As the prophecy stated, his kingdom was divided into four parts with each of his four 
generals taking a certain portion. No single person took the place of Alexander the Great. 
 
In the same way, soon after Antichrist consolidates the entire world under his rule, Jesus Christ will come back 
to the earth. Like Alexander, the rule of this future beast, the man of lawlessness, will only be for a small amount 
of time.  
 
These are some of the reasons as to why Alexander the Great is an obvious type of the coming man of sin, the 
Antichrist. 
 
Minor Type 7:  Herod The Great 
 
King Herod, also called “Herod the Great” can unquestionably be seen as a type of Antichrist in a number of 
ways. They include the following. 
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1. He Was An Evil King Who Ruled Before The King Of Kings 
 
To begin with, the Gospel of Matthew emphasizes that Herod was “king” at the time of the birth of Jesus. 
Matthew wrote the following description of him: 
 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men 
from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking (Matthew 2:1 NLT).  

 
Two other times in this chapter, the position of Herod as “king” is emphasized (verses 3 and 9). Of course, 
this is in contrast to the real King, Jesus. The One who was born in the stable is the “King of kings.” Thus, we 
have a tale of two kings. One of them is evil, and the other is good. 
 
In this manner, Herod prefigured the last evil king who would rule before the appearing of the King of kings.    
Indeed, Jesus’ kingly role is emphasized in His return to the earth. The Book of Revelation says the following 
of Him at His Second Coming: 
 

On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords (Revelation 19:16 
NLT). 

 
While Herod was the evil king who was ruling before the First Coming of Christ, Antichrist will rule as king or 
ruler immediately before the Second Coming.  
 
In this manner, the life of Herod parallels that of the final Antichrist. 
 
2. He Was A Hypocritical Liar 
 
We also find that Herod was a shameless liar. When the magi, or wise men, appeared in Jerusalem they wanted 
to know where the Christ was to be born. Herod was concerned about what he had heard from these visitors:  
 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him (Matthew 2:1-3 ESV). 

 
Herod then lied about his intent to the wise men. He pretended that he wanted to worship the newborn King 
when he really intended to kill him. Scripture explains Herod’s lie to the magi: 
 

And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him” (Matthew 2:8 ESV). 

 
Such is the role that the final Antichrist will play in the future. At first, he will appear to be a friend to the Jews. 
He will make, or confirm, a covenant, or agreement, with them that seemingly puts the nation at peace. 
 
3. His True Character Was Soon Revealed 
 
Though pretending to be on the side of the newborn king, Herod’s true nature soon became apparent. Scripture 
records his reaction when he realized he had been tricked: 
 

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed 
all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had ascertained from the wise men (Matthew 2:16 NLT).  
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We find that the Antichrist will act the same way, and in the same city, Jerusalem. Three-and one-half years 
after he makes an agreement with the Jews, he will break that same covenant: 
 

He will make a firm covenant with many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to 
sacrifice and offering. And the abomination of desolation will be on a wing of the temple until the decreed 
destruction is poured out on the desolator (Daniel 9:27 NLT). 

 
The genuine character of these leaders, Herod and Antichrist, will eventually be revealed.  
 
4. He Attempted To Thwart God’s Prophetic Word 
 
In Herod’s decree to murder the babies in Bethlehem and in the surrounding region, he was attempting to kill 
Christ Himself. In doing this, he was trying to thwart God’s prophetic word.  
 
Previously the angel of the Lord had told Joseph, the husband of Mary, the following destiny about the baby 
who was to be born: 
 

And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins (Matthew 
1:21 NLT). 

 
The baby Jesus came into the world for a specific purpose. He was to grow to be a man and save His people 
from their sins. While Jesus also did come into the world to die, it would only be at the proper time and place. 
Paul wrote: 
 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law 
(Galatians 4:4 ESV). 

 
Herod tried to defeat God’s plan. He wanted to kill the Lord Jesus before God’s plan could take place. 
 
We find that Herod’s murdering of the children of Bethlehem pictures the horrific assaults which the Antichrist 
will make upon the entire nation. As has been the case with so many others in the past, Antichrist will make a 
futile attempt of removing the entire Jewish nation from the face of the earth.  
 
Therefore, these cruel acts of Herod will be repeated in the future. The gospel of Matthew records the 
fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy in what Herod ordered:  
 

A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused 
to be comforted, because they are no more (Matthew 2:18 CSB).  

 
This is a quotation from the prophet Jeremiah. Six hundred years earlier the prophet had written: 
 

Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for 
her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more” (Jeremiah 31:15 
ESV). 

 
What is interesting is that this prediction of Jeremiah will receive another and final fulfillment at the close of 
the “great tribulation” period. It is clear from the context in the Book of Jeremiah that the “bitter weeping and 
lamentation” will again be heard in Ramah just before Jesus Christ returns and restores Israel. Consequently, 
the final fulfillment of the weeping for the children is still in the future. 
 
However, the weeping will turn into joy. As Herod failed to destroy the Christ-child, the coming man of sin 
will also fail in his attempt to obliterate the Jewish people. As always, the Lord will prevail! 
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Conclusion: There Are Many Pre-Figurements Of The Coming Antichrist 
 
This sums up some of the pre-figurements of Antichrist which are found in the Scripture. Certain of them such 
as Nimrod, Nebuchadnezzar and Antiochus IV, can be considered major types of the coming ‘man of sin’ while 
others are minor types. Some may want to place these “lesser” figures of Antichrist into the major type category. 
There is no problem doing this because these categories, major and minor types, are only for convenience sake.  
 
Whatever way in which we eventually decide to categorize these prefigurements of Antichrist, one thing is clear; 
Scripture is full of allusions to the coming man of sin. 
 
Summary To Question 13  
Does The Bible Depict Many Different Types Or Illustrations Of The Coming Antichrist? 

 
On the pages of Scripture we find a number of people who are types or pre-figurements of the coming 
Antichrist. Some are obvious while others are not so obvious.  
 
Seemingly, the most obvious ones are Nimrod, Nebuchadnezzar, and Antiochus IV. Nimrod was the first king 
of Babylon. He was called a mighty hunter in opposition to the Lord. It was likely that the tower of Babel was 
built under his leadership. His defiant behavior against the Lord is typical of the coming Antichrist. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon destroyed the Holy temple in Jerusalem. Later, he built a golden statue 
of himself, sixty cubits by six cubits, possibly with the gold from the temple. The people were forced to worship 
this golden image. If not, they would face immediate death. A similar episode will occur with the final Antichrist 
and an image of his likeness. 
 
Antiochus IV defiled the Holy temple in Jerusalem and proclaimed himself to be a god. This too will be part 
of the actions of the future man of sin.  
 
While these three characters can easily be seen as types of Antichrist, there are many more biblical characters 
who also show some of the traits of the coming man of sin. The following also prefigure the final Antichrist.  
 
The first type of Antichrist is not a real person; it is the serpent in the Garden of Eden. We are told that the 
serpent somehow had the ability to speak. In doing so, it questioned God’s Word and His character. The 
serpent tempted the woman, Eve, to sin. The consequence for the serpent was the pronunciation of 
punishment. The serpent’s actions, in many ways, prefigure the career of Antichrist. 
 
The Book of Genesis provides another example of the coming Antichrist in the son of Esau, Amalek. The 
people of Amalek were a perpetual enemy of Israel. On the way to the Promised Land, the Amalekites 
attempted to eradicate the nation of Israel. It was to the point that the Lord said that He would blot out the 
memory of Amalek. Amalek, and his descendants, are a type of Antichrist. 
 
The Pharaoh of the Exodus is also a type of Antichrist. He was from Egypt; a place which the Bible consistently 
illustrates as an example of the evil-world system. Furthermore, he is called an Assyrian. This is one of the many 
titles of Antichrist. We also find Pharaoh persecuting the chosen people as well as attempting to eradicate them. 
This will also be in the program of Antichrist. Pharaoh publicly defied the Lord, as will the coming Antichrist.  
Though two witnesses performed miracles in his presence, he still did not change his evil ways. The same thing 
will occur with the coming beast, the Antichrist.  
 
Pharaoh also made an agreement with the chosen people but then broke the agreement. He met a horrific end 
to his life, as will the beast of the Book of Revelation, the Antichrist.  
 



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 73 

Finally, after the demise of Pharaoh, the nation of Israel was able to enter the land of promise. After the demise 
of Antichrist, the remnant of believing Jews will enter into the promised kingdom age. In each of these ways, 
the Pharaoh of the Exodus mimics the coming Antichrist. 
 
Goliath of Gath, the giant who was defeated by the shepherd boy David, has many traits in common with the 
future Antichrist. For one thing, the number six is prominent in his description. Like the coming Antichrist, 
Goliath openly defied the Lord, the God of Israel. Goliath was killed by the sword by God’s man, David. 
Antichrist will be killed by the Lord Jesus Himself. 
 
Sadly, Saul, the first king of Israel, exhibited many attributes which will be found in the future Antichrist. His 
physical appearance was stunning but he was weighed down with moral weakness. He showed his disdain for 
the things of God in performing the forbidden duties of a priest. Though he ruled over Israel, it was not as 
God’s chosen man. In fact, Saul attempted to kill God’s man, David. Furthermore, Saul ordered the godly 
priests of Israel to be killed. Like the fate which awaits the final Antichrist, Saul was killed with the sword. 
 
Alexander the Great, whose rise is predicted in the Book of Daniel, can also be compared to the coming 
Antichrist. He rose up out of obscurity and conquered the entire world in a few short years. In doing so, he 
spread the Greek, or Hellenic culture to the known world. However, his fall was as fast as his ascension. Indeed, 
for he died after ruling for a short period of time. Such will be the case with the final Antichrist. 
 
Herod the Great, the king, who ordered the babes in Bethlehem murdered, is also a type of Antichrist. At first, 
Herod pretended to be a follower of the God of Israel but his true intentions were eventually revealed. This is 
similar to the career of the future man of sin. The friend of the people turns into their worst enemy. This evil 
king also attempted to thwart the plan of God. However, his attempt to destroy the Christ-child failed, as will 
the attempt of the coming Antichrist to destroy the chosen people, the Jews.  
 
To sum up, from the Bible we thus find an incredible amount of information about the coming man of sin by 
examining certain characters whose behavior pre-figures who he is, and what he will do. 
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Question 14 
 

Who Was Nimrod? Why Is He Considered  
To Be A Type Of Antichrist? 

 
The Scripture contains illustrations which prefigure the person and deeds of the coming Antichrist. These types 
foreshadow the character of the “man of sin,” as well as his actions when he arrives on the earth. One of these 
types of the final Antichrist was a man called Nimrod. 
 
We discover some details about him in Genesis 10. It says the following: 
 

He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; that is why it is said, “Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the 
LORD.” The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, Uruk, Akkad and Kalneh, in Shinar. From that 
land he went to Assyria, where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah and Resen, which is between Nineveh 
and Calah—which is the great city (Genesis 10:9-12 NIV). 

 
From what Scripture has to say about this personage we can make the following observations. 
     
1. Nimrod’s Name Indicates His Rebellious Nature 
 
First, the meaning of Nimrod’s name or description seems to indicate his evil character. The word Nimrod 
possibly means, “The Rebel.” There are a number of commentators which believe Nimrod, or “the Rebel,” is 
not actually the name of this individual, but rather a derisive characterization of this person. He was a rebellious 
person whose name is not recorded in Scripture.  
 
2. He May Have Been The Historical Character Gilgamesh 
 
Some believe Nimrod is none other than the historical character known as “Gilgamesh.” If this is his true 
identity, then we know much about him. Indeed, there is an ancient document which still exists known as the 
“Epic of Gilgamesh.” This work is one of the earliest written documents known to humanity. It records the 
deeds of an extremely evil man, Gilgamesh. The story of Gilgamesh says he was one third man but two thirds 
god. This description seems to fit the deeds of the biblical character known as Nimrod. Indeed, the parallels 
between Nimrod and Gilgamesh are many. 
 
Antichrist Will Rebel Against Everything Holy 
 
This rebellious depiction of Nimrod is consistent with what we know of the coming man of sin. He is described 
in this manner by Paul: 
 

Who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat 
in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 ESV). 

 
The Antichrist will certainly rebel against the Lord. Daniel gave this picture of the coming man of lawlessness: 
 

By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. 
Without warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall 
be broken—but by no human hand (Daniel 8:25 ESV).  

 
The comparisons are obvious. 
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3. Nimrod Is Described As A Mighty Warrior In Opposition To The Lord 
 
It is also emphasized that Nimrod was a “mighty” warrior. Scripture says: 
 

Cush was the father of Nimrod, who became a mighty warrior on the earth (Genesis 10:8 NIV).  
 
We find that four times the word mighty is connected with Nimrod. Furthermore, some translations read, “He 
began to be mighty.” This may suggest that Nimrod fought his way to become the leader of that era. 
 
This corresponds with the biblical depiction of the final Antichrist. He first appears as “the little horn.” He 
eventually attains his great power by means of conquest: 
 

Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, 
and toward the glorious land (Daniel 8:9 ESV). 

 
Therefore, we have another comparison between Nimrod and Antichrist. 
 
4. He Acted In Defiance Of The Lord 
 
In consecutive verses, Nimrod is called a mighty hunter “before the Lord.” However, this does not mean 
Nimrod was before the Lord in some type of servant position. To the contrary, the idea is that he was a mighty 
hunter “in opposition to the Lord.” In other words, he was a defiant individual.  
 
Defiance will also characterize the coming Antichrist. Daniel describes him in this manner: 
 

The king will do as he pleases, exalting himself and claiming to be greater than every god there is, even 
blaspheming the God of gods. He will succeed--until the time of wrath is completed. For what has been 
determined will surely take place (Daniel 11:36 NLT).  

 
Nimrod, and the coming Antichrist, each have in common this trait of defiance. 
 
5. He Was The First King Of Babylon 
 
Another important fact is that Nimrod was the first king of Babylon. Scripture says: 
 

The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, Uruk, Akkad and Kalneh, in Shinar (Genesis 10:10 NIV).  
 
Babylon became the center for all things opposed to God. Indeed, in the Book of Revelation, Babylon is 
highlighted as that system which is anti-God in everything which it does. 
 
The fact that Nimrod founded the city of Babylon certainly adds to his likeness to the coming Antichrist. From 
the Book of Revelation we also find that Antichrist and Babylon work together in opposition to the Lord. 
 
The King of Babylon also seems to be one of the many titles of the Antichrist. We read of this in Isaiah: 
 

You will taunt the king of Babylon. You will say, “The mighty man has been destroyed. Yes, your insolence 
is ended” (Isaiah 14:4 NLT).  

 
The fact that Nimrod built a number of cities gives the impression that he wished to establish a world empire 
in the early days after the flood. 
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6. He Desired Fame When Building The Tower Of Babel 
 
Nimrod is usually equated with the construction of the Tower of Babel as recorded in Genesis 11. While 
Nimrod is not directly named in that chapter, we can probably assume that he is the person who organized and 
headed the movement and rebellion which is described in Genesis 11. This rebellion is described as follows: 
 

Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we 
may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4 NIV).  

 
This act was a direct refusal to obey the command which the Lord had previously given humanity to Noah 
after the flood: 
 

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 
earth” (Genesis 9:1 NIV).  

 
Nimrod seemingly wished to establish a world-empire with Babylon as its headquarters.  
 
First century Jewish writer, Flavius Josephus, in his work, Antiquities of the Jews, had the following to say about 
Nimrod: 
 

Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such an affront and contempt of God. He was the grandson of 
Ham, the son of Noah -- a bold man, and of great strength of hand. He persuaded them not to ascribe it 
to God, as if it were through his means they were happy, but to believe that it was their own courage which 
procured that happiness. He also gradually changed the government into tyranny -- seeing no other way of 
turning men from the fear of God, but to bring them into a constant dependence upon his own power. He 
also said he would get revenge on God, if he should have a mind to drown the world again; for that he 
would build a tower too high for the waters to be able to reach! And that he would avenge himself on God 
for destroying their forefathers (Josephus, Antiquities Of The Jews, 1:4:2). 

 
Therefore, we discover that Josephus equates Nimrod with the construction of the Tower of Babel. 
 
A Comparison Between Nimrod And Antichrist 
 
Nimrod is the first individual named in the Bible who attempted to build some sort of worldwide empire. This 
rebel did so in direct defiance to the commandments of the Lord. The center of his defiance was Babylon. All 
of these things accord well with the career of the coming Antichrist. Therefore, in Nimrod, we find an obvious 
pre-figurement of the coming beast, the man of sin. 
 
Summary To Question 14  
Who Was Nimrod? Why Is He Considered To Be A Type Of Antichrist? 
 
Scripture contains what is known as “types.” These are pre-figurements of people and events which will take 
place at some time in the future. The Old Testament is filled with many types or pre-figurements of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
In addition, there are a number of biblical figures which are types or pre-figurements of the coming Antichrist. 
One of the primary ones is Nimrod. This can be seen in a number of ways. 
 
To begin with, Nimrod’s name seems to indicate his defiant nature. It is possible that the word Nimrod means 
“the rebel.” In fact, it has been suggested that Nimrod is not actually the name of this particular individual but 
rather a derisive title. He is “the rebel;” an unnamed person who rebelled against the true God after the world 
had been destroyed by the flood.  
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In fact, it has been suggested that Nimrod is the historical character “Gilgamesh.” If this is the case, then we 
know much more about him. From one of the earliest writings known to humanity, the “Epic of Gilgamesh,” 
we discover that Gilgamesh thought himself to be more of a god than a human being. His vile exploits are 
recorded in this ancient work. 
 
The Antichrist, who is also called “the beast,” is characterized by his rebellion against everything which is holy. 
Nimrod is certainly a fitting type of Antichrist in this respect. Not only is his name indicative of the future man 
of sin, we also discover he is called a “mighty warrior before the Lord.” Rather than meaning “in the presence” 
of the Lord, this is understood by many commentators to mean “in the opposition” of the Lord. His infamy is 
due to his antagonism to the things of God. 
 
We also find that Nimrod was the first king of Babylon. Babylon figures prominently throughout Scripture as 
a center of opposition to the Lord. Before the return of the Jesus Christ, Babylon will again be center-stage in 
opposing the Lord. 
 
If we assume Nimrod was the driving force behind the building of the tower of Babel, then this adds to his 
likeness to the coming Antichrist. The tower was built because the people wanted to make a “name” for 
themselves.  
 
The final Antichrist is a personage which exalts his name above everything else. These factors indicate that 
Nimrod, this mighty warrior in opposition to the Lord, is truly a type of the coming man of sin. 
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Question 15 
 

In What Sense Is King Nebuchadnezzar  
Of Babylon Like The Future Antichrist? 

 
Another clear type, or pre-figurement, of the final Antichrist is found in the life of the Babylonian King 
Nebuchadnezzar. We can note the following ways in which this ancient king was similar in actions to the coming 
Antichrist. 
 
1. Nebuchadnezzar Destroyed The Temple In Jerusalem 
 
To begin with, this Babylonian king was responsible for the destruction of the First temple built in the city of 
Jerusalem. The Book of Chronicles explains what happened: 
 

The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word to them through his messengers again and again, because 
he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place. But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his 
words and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the LORD was aroused against his people and there 
was no remedy. He brought up against them the king of the Babylonians, who killed their young men with 
the sword in the sanctuary, and spared neither young man nor young woman, the elderly or the aged. God 
gave them all into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar. He carried to Babylon all the articles from the temple of 
God, both large and small, and the treasures of the LORD’s temple and the treasures of the king and his 
officials. They set fire to God’s temple and broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they burned all the palaces 
and destroyed everything of value there (2 Chronicles 36:15-19 NIV). 

 
Hence, we are introduced to Nebuchadnezzar in the fact that he defiled the Holy Temple of the Lord. 

 
2. Nebuchadnezzar Ruled With Absolute Authority 
 
Next, we consider the scope of the rule of this king. Nebuchadnezzar, the ruler of the Babylonian Empire, 
ruled the known world with an absolute authority. The Babylonian system was set up in such a way that his 
word was law. Indeed, he was answerable to “nobody.”  
 
In fact, in a dream that Nebuchadnezzar had which the prophet Daniel interpreted, Nebuchadnezzar was called 
the “head of gold.” Daniel explained it to the king as follows: 
 

This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. Your Majesty, you are the king of kings. The 
God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; in your hands he has placed all 
people everywhere and the beasts of the field and the birds in the sky. Wherever they live, he has made you 
ruler over them all. You are that head of gold (Daniel 2:36-38 NIV). 

 
Nebuchadnezzar was a ruler like no other. 
 
3. Nebuchadnezzar Built An Image Of Himself 
 
Since Nebuchadnezzar could not be challenged, in his arrogance as the supreme ruler, he ordered a golden 
image of himself constructed.  The Bible explains it this way: 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He 
set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon (Daniel 3:1 ESV). 
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Not only did he construct this image of gold, the size of this idol is significant; sixty cubits by six cubits, or 
ninety feet high by about nine feet wide. 
 
4. He Demanded Universal Worship Of The Image 
 
Nebuchadnezzar then decreed universal worship of that golden image of himself. The Book of Daniel informs 
us what occurred:  
 

Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are 
commanded to do: As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds 
of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up” (Daniel 
3:4-5 NIV). 

 
Everyone was ordered to worship this image. Indeed, the following command was given: 
 

And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace (Daniel 
3:6 ESV). 

 
Those who did not bow down were sentenced to an immediate horrible death. 
 
5. There Were Some Jews Who Did Not Worship 
 
Though the leaders of Babylon were commanded to worship this golden image, not everyone obeyed. Three 
of the Jewish captives, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, or as they are more well-known by their Babylonian 
names, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, refused the command of the king. Nebuchadnezzar was informed 
that these three Jewish men did not obey his command. He was told the following: 
 

But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor 
worship the image of gold you have set up (Daniel 3:12 NIV). 

 
Nebuchadnezzar became infuriated with these Jews. When they were brought before him, he gave them a 
second chance, but they would not bow: 
 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves 
before you. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will 
rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your 
Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up (Daniel 3:16-18 
NLT). 

 
The king commanded them to be immediately put to death: 
 

The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers 
who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing 
furnace (Daniel 3:22-23 NIV). 

 
There would be no chance of these men escaping the flames. Death, it seemed, was inevitable for these Jews 
who would not bow. 
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6. These Jews Were Supernaturally Protected By God 
 
Yet, the Bible says that the Lord protected them in the midst of the fire. When they came out of the furnace 
the Bible says the following miracle was observed: 
 

So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire. Then the high officers, officials, governors, 
and advisers crowded around them and saw that the fire had not touched them. Not a hair on their heads 
was singed, and their clothing was not scorched. They didn’t even smell of smoke! (Daniel 3:26-27 NLT). 

 
God supernaturally protected these Jewish people in the midst of a fiery furnace. There was no evidence 
whatsoever they had even been in the fire! Truly, a great miracle had taken place. 
 
There Are Many Similarities To The Career Of The Final Antichrist 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar has many striking similarities to the final Antichrist. They can be summed up as follows. 
 
1. Antichrist Will Defile The Temple In Jerusalem  
 
The act which will identify the true character of the Antichrist is the defiling of the temple. While 
Nebuchadnezzar ordered the destruction of the temple, Antichrist will do something which is much worse. 
Indeed, he will personally defile it and blaspheme the God whom it represents. Paul wrote of this dastardly act: 
 

Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the rebellion occurs and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over 
everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming 
himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 NIV). 

 
This act will begin the final three-and one-half years of this age which will culminate in the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to the earth. 
 
2. Antichrist Will Rule The World With Absolute Authority 
 
Like Nebuchadnezzar, who was called the head of gold, the coming Antichrist will rule the world. As 
Nebuchadnezzar was the sole ruler, whose word could not be contradicted, the man of sin will have similar 
powers. However, his rule will extend throughout the world. 
 
3. An Image Of Antichrist Will Be Constructed 
 
In addition, Scripture says an image of Antichrist will be constructed. This will come about through a second 
personage, or second beast, which appears on the scene. The Bible describes what will occur in the following 
manner: 
 

Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, but he spoke 
with the voice of a dragon. He exercised all the authority of the first beast. And he required all the earth 
and its people to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. He did astounding miracles, 
even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was watching. And with all the miracles 
he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all the people who belong to this world. 
He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast, who was fatally wounded and then came 
back to life. He was then permitted to give life to this statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the 
beast commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die (Revelation 13:11-15 NLT). 
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The parallels here are not exact. For one thing, it is the second beast which orders the statue constructed, not 
the first beast, the Antichrist himself. We discover that there is no second person in Daniel’s account. 
Nebuchadnezzar himself is the one who ordered the statue built. 
 
In addition, the statue is given life so that it can speak. It gives the decree that everyone who does not worship 
it must die. In the Book of Daniel we find no such miraculous qualities given to the statute. Yet even without 
the exact parallels, the comparisons are obvious. 
 
4. The Size Of The Statue Reflect Antichrist 
 
Although the parallels are not exact, they are certainly present. Indeed, the size of Nebuchadnezzar’s image, 
sixty by six, is indicative of the number of the man of sin. The Bible says it is 666: 
 

Wisdom is needed here. Let the one with understanding solve the meaning of the number of the beast, for 
it is the number of a man. His number is 666 (Revelation 13:18 NLT). 

 
This is another obvious parallel. 
 
5. God Will Supernaturally Protect A Remnant Of Jews Who Refuse To Bow 
 
But there is still more. We also find that, as was in the case with Nebuchadnezzar, the Lord will protect the 
lives of a certain number of Jews. Scripture speaks of the supernatural protection of the woman, Israel, which 
gave birth to the male child, Christ: 
 

She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” And her child was 
snatched up to God and to his throne.  The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by 
God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days (Revelation 12:5-6 NIV). 

 
As God supernaturally protected the three friends of Daniel from Nebuchadnezzar, He also will supernaturally 
protect a remnant from the nation Israel from the beast, the final Antichrist.  
 
Conclusion: Nebuchadnezzar Provides Many Parallels 
 
Therefore, we have in Nebuchadnezzar a pre-figurement of the arrogance of the coming man of sin. Yet, these 
proud rulers, though ruling the world with absolute authority, will find themselves humbled before the mighty 
hand of the Lord. 
 
Summary To Question 15  
In What Sense Is King Nebuchadnezzar Of Babylon Like The Future Antichrist? 
 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, the ruler of the world in the 6th century B.C., is another type of the final 
Antichrist, the coming Caesar. Indeed, there are many ways his character and deeds mirror the future man of 
sin. 
 
First, the King of Babylon is the personage who was responsible for the destruction of God’s Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem. In fact, we are introduced to him in Scripture as the one who carried out the Lord’s judgment upon 
the Jews by destroying the city and the temple. 
 
In a similar manner, the one specific act that identifies the coming man of sin will be the defiling of the future 
temple in the city of Jerusalem. He will openly defy the God of Scripture. Therefore, a turning point in the lives 
of each of these characters, Nebuchadnezzar and Antichrist, occurs at exactly the same place, the temple in 
Jerusalem. 
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Nebuchadnezzar was also a unique ruler. He was an absolute monarch whose word was law. In a dream of his 
which the prophet Daniel interpreted, Nebuchadnezzar is called the head of gold, a king of kings. 
 
In the same manner, the coming Antichrist will rule the world with an iron fist. He will get whatever he wishes. 
His rule will be one-of-a-kind. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar could do whatever he wished without any interference. In fact, Scripture records that in his 
arrogance he built a huge golden image of himself.  The dimensions of this gigantic statue were also significant, 
sixty cubits by six cubits, ninety feet by nine feet. All the leaders in his kingdom were commanded to worship 
this statue of Nebuchadnezzar. Those who did not worship this image were to be put to death. 
 
However, everyone did not worship the statue of Nebuchadnezzar. We are told that three Hebrews refused to 
bow down to the statue of the King. An enraged Nebuchadnezzar ordered the three young Hebrew men to be 
immediately thrown into a fiery furnace.  
 
Yet the Lord supernaturally protected these men from death. The King and his men saw a fourth figure in the 
fire with the three Hebrews; one who was like the Son of God. When the three men came out of the furnace 
they were not harmed in the least, and their clothing did not even smell like smoke. They were miraculously 
preserved from harm. 
 
In the same manner, there will be a future image erected of the beast, the Antichrist, which all people of the 
entire world will be forced to worship. The number six will also play a prominent role in the worship of this 
individual since 666 is the number of Antichrist. As in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, those who do not worship 
the image will be sentenced to die.  
 
Yet there will be those Jews who refuse to worship the image of the beast. As in Daniel’s day, God will 
supernaturally protect these Jewish people who refuse to worship the image of the beast. The Son of God, who 
protected Daniel’s three friends, will also protect these Jews from harm. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar in his pride and arrogance gives us an historical picture of the coming Antichrist. Though he 
attempted to destroy those Jews which did not worship him, his efforts at this failed. The same will be true of 
the coming Antichrist. He will not be able to eliminate God’s people. 
 
Therefore, we have an obvious pre-figurement to the deeds of Antichrist from this personage King 
Nebuchadnezzar.  
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Question 16 
 

Who Was Antiochus IV? (Epiphanes)  
Why Is He Considered To Be The Clearest Example Of  

A Person Who Foreshadows The Coming Antichrist? 
 
Of all the individuals which are predicted in Scripture, or recorded in biblical history, there is none which gives 
us a greater picture of the coming Antichrist than a 2nd century B.C. Seleucid King named Antiochus IV.  
 
Who Was Antiochus IV? 
 
It is helpful if we get some sort of understanding of the life and career of Antiochus before we examine how 
he became the clearest type of the final Antichrist, the coming Caesar. While there is no exact one-to-one 
correspondence with any of the types of this coming world ruler, Antiochus, as we will see, certainly comes the 
closest. 
 
Born around 215 B.C., Antiochus IV was the son of King Antiochus III, (also known as “The Great”). Though 
his original name was Mithradates, this son of the king took the name Antiochus after he ascended to the 
throne. 
 
He was the eighth in succession of twenty kings of the Seleucid Empire, one of the four empires in which 
Alexander’s empire was divided. Antiochus IV ruled from 175 B.C. until his death in 164 B.C. 
 
He Gave Himself Divine Titles 
 
Antiochus was the first Seleucid king to give himself divine titles. This evil king originally had coins minted that 
simply said. “of King Antiochus.” Later, however, the coins read “of King Antiochus, God Manifest, Victory 
Bringer.”   
 
Interestingly, his often-eccentric behavior led some of his contemporaries to call him Epimanes, “The Mad 
One.” This is a play on words of the title he gave himself, Epiphanes. 
 
The Prophecies About Antiochus Have A Double Fulfillment 
 
Before we look at what the Bible has to say about this person, it is important that we understand that some of 
the prophecies concerning Antiochus IV in the Book of Daniel have both an historical fulfillment, as well as a 
fulfillment that is still in the future. Indeed, they will be fulfilled in the “end times” by the final Antichrist.  
 
Prophecies such as these are often called either “dual reference prophecy” or “double reference prophecy.” 
The passages that seem to have this double reference include Daniel 8:9-14; 23-25; and 11:21-35.   
 
In addition, we find differences of opinion among Bible students as to where the prophecies regarding 
Antiochus IV end, and those relating to the final Antichrist begin. In spite of these questions, it is clear that 
this personage is the clearest type of the coming man of sin that we find in the Old Testament. 
 
Indeed, there are many things which Antiochus IV had in common with the predicted Antichrist. From what 
the Bible has to say about Antiochus and his rampages, we can make the following observations. 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid_Empire
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1.     Antiochus, Like Antichrist, Starts Out As A “Little Horn” 
 
The first thing that Antiochus and the final Antichrist have in common is that they are each called a “little 
horn.” In fact, each of these evil individuals becomes a person of great power after starting from a small 
beginning. We are told the following about Antiochus: 
 

From one of them came a small horn. But it grew to be very big, toward the south and the east and toward 
the beautiful land. It grew so big it reached the army of heaven, and it brought about the fall of some of 
the army and some of the stars to the ground, where it trampled them (Daniel 8:9 ESV). 

 
This part of the Daniel’s vision anticipated the rise of a ruler from the Greek Empire.  Antiochus fulfilled this 
prediction. 
 
This is true of the final Antichrist as well. His power will continue to grow from an obscure beginning. In fact, 
the final Antichrist will seemingly begin as an insignificant political figure. However, by the middle of the great 
tribulation period his power will be extended over the entire world. The Bible then says the following of him: 
 

The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and conquer them. He was given ruling authority 
over every tribe, people, language, and nation (Revelation 13:7 NET). 

 
2.      Antiochus Was Thought To Be A Man Of Peace 
 
Antiochus deceived the people of Judea by appearing as a man of peace. The following prediction was made 
about him in the Book of Daniel: 
 

By his treachery he will succeed through deceit. He will have an arrogant attitude, and he will destroy many 
who are unaware of his schemes (Daniel 8:25 NET). 

 
The Book of First Maccabees records the fulfillment of this prediction as it describe the treachery of Antiochus 
to Israel: 
 

Deceitfully he spoke peaceable words to them, and they believed him; but he suddenly fell upon the city, 
dealt it a severe blow, and destroyed many people of Israel (1 Maccabees 1:30 NRSV UE). 

 
The same will be true of the final Antichrist. He will arrive on the world scene as a man of peace. 
 
3. Antiochus Persecuted The Jews 
 
Probably the most obvious of all the parallels is that Antiochus IV was a persecutor of the Jewish people. The 
apocryphal book of First Maccabees describes him in this manner: 
 

After subduing Egypt, Antiochus returned in the one hundred forty- third year. He went up against Israel 
and came to Jerusalem with a strong force. He arrogantly entered the sanctuary and took the golden altar, 
the lampstand for the light, and all its utensils. He took also the table for the bread of the Presence, the 
cups for drink offerings, the bowls, the golden censers, the curtain, the crowns, and the gold decoration on 
the front of the temple; he stripped it all off. He took the silver and the gold, and the costly vessels; he took 
also the hidden treasures that he found. Taking them all, he went into his own land. He shed much blood, 
and spoke with great arrogance (1 Maccabees 1:20-24 NRSV UE). 

 
Antiochus brought terrible agony upon the Jewish nation. As we are told here in 1 Maccabees, he was an 
arrogant murderer. 
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In the last days of this present age, the man of sin, the final Antichrist will also specifically separate the Jews 
for his own special persecution. Scripture speaks of the dragon persecuting the woman:  
 

And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 
given birth to the male child (Revelation 12:13 ESV). 

 
In this context, the woman represents the nation of Israel and her male child is Jesus. The dragon represents 
the devil. He is the one who empowers the Antichrist to destroy the Jewish people. 
 
4. Antiochus Was On The Scene For About Seven Years 
 
Interestingly, the time Antiochus would be on the scene is specifically given to us in the Book of Daniel: 
 

He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated” (Daniel 
8:14 NIV). 

 
The time 2,300 evening is just about seven years. This is the same amount of time the final Antichrist will be a 
public figure. 
 
This coming Caesar will become prominent on the world’s stage when he makes, or confirms, a seven-year 
covenant with the Jews: 
 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 
that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27 NIV). 

 
In this context, the word translated “seven” refers to seven “years.” Therefore, the amount of time Antichrist 
will be on the world’s stage will be about seven years, similar to the amount of time of Antiochus. 
 
5. Antiochus Placed Images Of Pagan gods In The Temple 
 
Antiochus committed the ultimate sacrilege by desecrating the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. We read about his 
horrible deeds in the book of First Maccabees: 
 

And the king sent letters by messengers to Jerusalem and the towns of Judah; he directed them to follow 
customs strange to the land, to forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the sanctuary, 
to profane sabbaths and festivals, to defile the sanctuary and the priests, to build altars and sacred precincts 
and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine and other unclean animals, and to leave their sons uncircumcised. 
They were to make themselves abominable by everything unclean and profane, so that they would forget 
the law and change all the ordinances. He added, “And whoever does not obey the command of the king 
shall die” (First Maccabees 1:44-50 NRSV UE). 

 
Among other things, Antiochus defiled the temple, ordered pigs to be sacrificed on altars, as well as building 
shrines for idols. He also changed the Laws that the Lord had set down. Those who did not obey the commands 
of Antiochus were put to death. 
 
This prefigures what the final Antichrist will do. Like Antiochus, he will desecrate the temple in Jerusalem. In 
fact, when asked for a “specific sign” of the end of the age, we read the following words of Jesus:   
 

So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through 
the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— (Matthew 24:15 NIV). 
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Jesus called this coming incident, the desecration of the temple, “the abomination which causes desolation. 
 
The Apostle Paul also wrote about this coming event: 
 

He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets 
himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 NIV). 

 
The comparisons here are obvious. Antiochus defiled the temple and claimed to be a god. The Antichrist will 
do likewise. In fact, he will claim to be “God himself.” It is no wonder Jesus called this act an “abomination!” 
 
6. Antiochus Was Helped By A Religious Leader 
 
Antiochus was primarily a political leader. He had a religious leader who promoted him named Menelaus. The 
coming Antichrist will also have a religious leader who will help his cause. He is called the second beast, the 
false prophet. 
 
The false prophet, the second beast, will cause everyone to worship the first beast, the Antichrist. The Book of 
Revelation explains it as follows: 
 

Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. It 
exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship 
the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come 
down from heaven to the earth in full view of everyone. Because of the signs it was given power to perform 
on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in 
honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived (Revelation 13:11-14 NIV). 

 
The world will be forced to worship Antichrist. The religious leader, the false prophet, will see to that. 
 
7. Antiochus Was Reported As Dead But Appeared Alive Again 
 
Interestingly, there was a premature report circulating that Antiochus had died. The report turned out to be 
untrue. The Book of Revelation tells us about the beast receiving a mortal head wound and then coming back 
to life: 
 

One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The 
whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast (Revelation 13:3 NIV). 

 
Therefore, each of these personages was once thought to be dead, but in actuality was not. In the case of 
Antichrist, there is the possibility that he actually will be dead but is somehow brought back to life. 

 
8. Antiochus Demanded That Everyone Worship Him 
 
Antiochus, in his arrogance, demanded that everyone worship him. In the same manner, the false prophet, the 
second beast, will cause everyone to worship Antichrist and his image: 
 

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8 NIV). 

 
The entire world will be forced to worship the beast. In doing so, they will also be worshipping the devil himself. 
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9. A Group Of Faithful Jews Opposed Antiochus 
 
There were a group of faithful Jews who opposed the deeds of Antiochus. They would not obey his commands. 
We read the following in First Maccabees: 
 

But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to eat unclean food. They chose to die 
rather than to be defiled by food or to profane the holy covenant; and they did die. Very great wrath came 
upon Israel (First Maccabees 1:62-64 NRSV UE). 

 
In the same way, there will be a remnant of the Jews which will oppose the coming man of sin. This includes 
the 144,000. Scripture says of them: 
 

Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he 
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do 
not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 
And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel (Revelation 
7:2-4 ESV). 

 
These men, like the Jews who opposed Antiochus, would not bow to the demands of this evil ruler Antichrist. 
 
10. Antiochus Was Defeated By A Jewish Deliverer 
 
In the end, it was a deliverer from the chosen people, the Jews, who overthrew Antiochus. We read about the 
organized rebellion against Antiochus which was started by a man named Mattathias. The Book of First 
Maccabees records the following: 
 

They organized an army, and struck down sinners in their anger and renegades in their wrath; the survivors 
fled to the Gentiles for safety. And Mattathias and his friends went around and tore down the altars; they 
forcibly circumcised all the uncircumcised boys that they found within the borders of Israel (First 
Maccabees 2:44-46 NRSV UE). 

 
Of course, someday a Deliverer will overthrow Antichrist and then set up His eternal kingdom. This Deliver 
will also come from the chosen people, the Jews, according to His human nature. Jesus Christ will return and 
defeat the beast, the final Antichrist. The Bible says: 
 

And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which 
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur (Revelation 19:20 ESV). 

 
This sums up some of the many ways in which the evil Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV pre-figured the coming 
beast, the Antichrist.   
 
Eric Sauer provides a helpful summary of this evil personage: 
 

Antiochus Epiphanes-the devastator of the sanctuary. He is the chief type of the Antichrist (Daniel 8:11; 
9:27; Revelation 11:7, 13:7). As such he is the “little horn” of the third world empire (Daniel 8:9-14), even 
as the Antichrist himself is the “little horn” of the fourth world empire (Daniel 7:23-25). In Daniel 11:21-
45 the two merge into one (Eric Sauer The Triumph of the Crucified, The Paternoster Press, First Published 
1951, Copyright 1964, p. 120). 
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Summary To Question 16   
Who Was Antiochus IV? (Epiphanes) Why Is He Considered To Be  
The Clearest Person Who Foreshadows The Coming Antichrist? 
 
The clearest type of the final Antichrist, the coming Caesar, was the Seleucid king Antiochus IV (168 B.C.) His 
coming is predicted in detail in the Book of Daniel. We find that Antiochus prefigures Antichrist in a number 
of specific ways. 
 
To begin with, Antiochus, like the coming Antichrist, was a persecutor of the Jews. In particular, the Jews were 
set apart for horrific persecution by this evil ruler. Scripture says Antichrist will try to eliminate the entire Jewish 
race. However, like Antiochus, he will fail. 
 
The Bible also gives us a specific limit as to the time Antiochus would be on the scene, 2,300 days. This is about 
seven years. In the same way, the coming Antichrist will be a public person for seven years. 
 
Antiochus was also involved in the defiling of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. He placed idols in the Holy of 
Holies and slaughtered a pig on the altar of sacrifice. A similar thing will happen in the future. An image of 
Antichrist himself will be set up in a future temple in Jerusalem. Jesus called this incident “the abomination of 
desolation.” 
 
Antiochus, a political leader, worked with a religious leader. Antichrist will also have a religious leader 
promoting him. He is the second beast, the false prophet. This personage will force the people of the world to 
follow this man of sin. 
 
Antiochus demanded worship. Like Antiochus of old, Antichrist will demand that everyone worship him, as 
well as worship the devil. Those who do not will be put to death. 
 
Antiochus was thought to be dead but appeared alive again. Antichrist will seemingly die or perhaps actually 
will die and then come back to life. His resurrection will cause everyone in the world to marvel after him. It is 
at this time he demands the worship of the people. 
 
There was a remnant of godly Jews who resisted Antiochus. In the same way, there will be a remnant of Jews 
who will refuse to worship the beast. These Jews will be persecuted. 
 
Finally, Antiochus was overthrown by a Jewish deliverer. The final Antichrist will also be overthrown by a 
physical descendent of Abraham, the God/Man Jesus Christ. 
 
Consequently, we find that Antiochus IV is the clearest pre-figurement, or type, that we have of the final 
Antichrist which is to come.   
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Question 17 
 

Why Do Most Bible Commentators Believe The Final Antichrist Will Come 
From Western Europe? Could He Come From The USA? 

 
If the Bible teaches that a personal Antichrist will arise in the future, is there any indication as to where he 
comes from? Could this man come from the United States of America, the USA? What does the Bible have to 
say about the national origin of the final Antichrist? 
 
The Final Empire: The Feet Of Iron Mixed With Clay 
 
The answer to this question is found in the Book of Daniel. Daniel wrote of four major empires which will rule 
the world. The last empire is a revival of the fourth, the Roman Empire. It will be revived in the days before 
the coming of Jesus Christ. The Book of Daniel describes the fourth kingdom in this manner: 
 

And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things. 
And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all these. And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of 
potter's clay and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall be in 
it, just as you saw iron mixed with the soft clay. And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, 
so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. As you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so they 
will mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. 
And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor 
shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to 
an end, and it shall stand forever (Daniel 2:40-44 ESV). 

 
The fourth kingdom was Rome. It is the leader of that revived Roman Empire who is the biblical Antichrist. 
This indicates that whoever this personage may be, he will come out of this geographical area.  
 
Daniel saw this empire as a terrible beast, the leader was a little horn:   
 

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly 
strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It 
was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and 
behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were 
plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
great things (Daniel 7:7-8 ESV). 

 
The little horn is a man who arises from the beast with “ten horns.” 
 
The Prince That Shall Come 

 
There is a further prediction in the Book of Daniel which narrows the ethnicity of the man of sin even further. 
Daniel wrote of a coming prince.  
 

And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing. And the people of 
the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to 
the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed (Daniel 9:26 ESV). 

 
Daniel said that the people of this “coming prince” will destroy the city and the sanctuary. In A.D. 70 it was 
the Roman army, led by Titus who destroyed the temple and city. Therefore, the people of the coming prince 
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were the Romans. This indicates that the future prince, the Antichrist, will himself be a Roman. This also fits 
with the idea that the man of sin will come from the revived Roman Empire.  
 
Therefore, when we examine the totality of Scripture, it seems to indicate that the final Antichrist will arise out 
of the revived Roman Empire. 
 
Can The Antichrist Come From The USA? 

 
It is often asked if the coming Antichrist will arise out of the United States of America. Since the USA is the 
only superpower in the world at the present time, it would seem reasonable that the man of sin would come 
forth from such a powerful nation. Indeed, if he is going to be the world ruler, then the USA seems like the 
logical country from which he would arise.  
 
One could even argue that since the United States was founded by people that came from Europe, the nations 
of the old Roman Empire, the present United States could be seen as somehow related to it.  
 
In this way a United States President could be viewed as someone who comes from a part of the old Roman 
Empire even though the USA, as a nation, did not exist when the Roman Empire was flourishing.  
 
Although we do not know the answer for certain, Scripture seems to say that the final Antichrist will arise out 
of what was the geographical Roman Empire in the first century A.D. Indeed, the major events which are still 
to take place, as far as Scripture is concerned, will center on Europe and the Middle East.  
 
For whatever reason, the other nations of the world will not be major participants in the final events leading 
up until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. This includes the United States of America. 
 
Summary To Question 17  
Why Do Most Bible Commentators Believe The Final Antichrist Will Come From Western Europe? 
Could He Come From The USA? 

 
Many people ask about the origin of the Antichrist. Do we know what country he will come from? Could he 
be from the USA? 
 
The reason as to why most people believe Antichrist will arise out of Western Europe has to do with a number 
of prophecies found in the Book of Daniel. 
 
Daniel wrote of four great empires which would consecutively rule the world. They are Babylon, Media/Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. The last empire, Rome, will be revived before Jesus Christ comes back. It is the leader of 
this revived Roman Empire who will be the biblical Antichrist. He is called the “little horn” in the Book of 
Daniel. 
 
Furthermore, in the Book of Daniel we find that it is predicted that “the people of the prince who shall come” 
will destroy Jerusalem. This coming prince is believed to be the final Antichrist. Since Jerusalem was destroyed 
by the Romans, it is assumed that the coming prince has to be a Roman. This, it is argued, is another indication 
that Antichrist comes from Western Europe. 
 
There is the question of Antichrist arising out of the only superpower in the world, the United States of 
America. Since those who founded America were Europeans, countries that formerly belonged to the old 
Roman Empire, it could be argued that the United States is somehow connected with ancient Rome and its 
empire. 
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Yet Scripture does seem not allow for this possibility. The Antichrist will apparently arise from another part of 
the world, the geographical areas of the old Roman Empire. If this is the case, it means that a world leader will 
arise who will have more power and influence than the President of the United States.  
 
What this says about the strength and authority of the United States at this time in history has been a matter of 
much speculation.  
 
For whatever reason or reasons, the United States will not be the major player at the end times according to 
the biblical scenario. The old Roman Empire, as well as the Middle East, will be the scene where the major 
events take place. 
 
What does seem to be clear is that Antichrist will arise from somewhere out of the old Roman Empire to 
become ruler of the world. The good news from Scripture is that his rule will be stopped by the Second Coming 
of Christ to the earth.  
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Question 18 
 

How Does The Bible Describe  
The Final Antichrist? 

  
We find a number of different terms, in both testaments, which seem to describe the final Antichrist of 
Scripture. Indeed, he has many aliases. There is, however, no consensus of opinion among interpreters as to 
whether all of these terms are describing the coming “man of sin,” or possibly referring to some other 
personage. 
 
This having been said, the following are the various designations which are usually ascribed to this future lawless 
one. 
 
Antichrist In The Old Testament 
 
The Antichrist is spoken of often in the Old Testament. Indeed, from looking at the Hebrew Scriptures we 
find that the following terms seem to describe the coming Antichrist. 
 
Genesis:  The Seed Or Offspring Of The Serpent 
 
In the Book of Genesis, the Lord predicts a struggle between the offspring of the woman and the offspring of 
the serpent. We read the Lord saying: 
 

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel (Genesis 3:15 NIV). 

 
There are those who say that the offspring, or seed, of the serpent has its ultimate fulfillment in the final 
Antichrist.  
 
As Jesus was the ultimate fulfillment of the offspring of the woman, it seems that the ultimate fulfillment of 
the offspring of the serpent will be the coming man of sin, the Antichrist. 
 
Daniel 
 
The Book of Daniel contains a number of references to this coming man of sin. They are as follows. 
 
1. He Is The Little Horn 
 
In the Book of Daniel, this terrible person is first introduced to us. Daniel describes an individual known as the 
“little horn:”  
 

While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among 
them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human 
being and a mouth that spoke boastfully (Daniel 7:8 NIV). 

 
This little horn is described a human being whose mouth speaks boastfully. Arrogance seems to characterize 
this personage. 
 
2. The Stern-Face King 
 
Daniel also calls this particular individual a “stern-face king,” or a “king of bold face:”  
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And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, 
one who understands riddles, shall arise (Daniel 8:23 ESV). 

 
This is another description of this evil personage. 
 
3. The Prince Or Ruler Of The People That Shall Come  
 
In the Book of Daniel, we read of a person called “the prince that shall come” or the “ruler of the people who 
shall come.” This is a description of the coming Antichrist:  
 

After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing. The people of 
the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will 
continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed (Daniel 9:25 NIV). 

 
However this is a controversial reference. Many people think this actually refers to Jesus Christ, not Antichrist. 
Jesus is the “coming prince.” Others think the coming prince refers to the man who was in charge of the 
destruction of the city of Jerusalem, Titus the Roman. Yet the context seems to greatly favor the interpretation 
that the coming prince refers to the final Antichrist. 
 
4. One Who Makes Desolate 
 
He is also given the title “one who makes desolate.” The Book of Daniel says the following: 
 

And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end 
to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the 
decreed end is poured out on the desolator (Daniel 9:27 ESV). 

 
The Antichrist is a “desolator.” 
 
5. The Willful King Of The King Who Does As He Pleases 
  
He is also called the “willful king” or the king who “does as he pleases” in the Book of Daniel: 
 

The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say unheard-of 
things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has 
been determined must take place (Daniel 11:36 NIV). 

 
This description certainly reveals the arrogance of this person. The fact that he has the audacity to magnify 
himself above God indicates his evil nature. 
 
Micah:  The Assyrian 
 
The prophet Micah describes the coming Antichrist as “the Assyrian.” We read the following: 
 

And he shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our palaces, then we will 
raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men (Micah 5:5 ESV). 

 
The fact that he is called an “Assyrian” has led some to believe that Antichrist will actually be a literal descendant 
of the ancient Assyrians. 
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Zechariah:  The Worthless Shepherd 
 
In the Book of Zechariah, there is a description of one known as the “worthless shepherd.” The Bible describes 
him as follows: 
 

This illustrates how I will give this nation a shepherd who will not care for those who are dying, nor look 
after the young nor heal the injured, nor feed the healthy. Instead, this shepherd will eat the meat of the 
fattest sheep and tear off their hooves. “What sorrow awaits this worthless shepherd who abandons the 
flock! The sword will cut his arm and pierce his right eye. His arm will become useless, and his right eye 
completely blind” (Zechariah 11:16-17 NLT). 

 
This worthless shepherd is the final Antichrist. There may have been earlier historical fulfillments in other 
pseudo or false Messiahs, such as Bar Kochba.  
 
He led a rebellion in A.D. 132-135 against the Romans and was proclaimed by Rabbi Akiva to be the Messiah. 
Nevertheless the ultimate fulfillment of this will be found in this coming “man of sin.” 
 
Will His Arm Be Cut Off And His Right Eye Put Out? 
 
When it says “the sword would cut his arm and pierce his right eye” we should not understand that to mean 
that someone cuts off his arm or puts out his eye.  In fact, many translations understand this as a prayer for 
judgment. For example we read what the NIV says: 
 

Woe to the worthless shepherd, who deserts the flock! May the sword strike his arm and his right eye! May 
his arm be completely withered, his right eye totally blinded! (Zechariah 11:17 NIV). 

 
The prayer calls for his power to be paralyzed. The arm speaks of his power, while the eye refers to his 
intelligence. Therefore, this passage is praying for his lack of power to fight, or even to take aim, against his 
enemy. This paralyzing of his ability will be literally fulfilled at the Second Coming of Christ when this final 
Antichrist and his armies are destroyed at the return of the Lord. 
 
This sums up the various descriptions of Antichrist in the Old Testament. As we see, he is mentioned quite 
often. 
 
Antichrist In The New Testament 
 
There are a number of New Testament designations of this future adversary of the people of God. We can 
note them as follows. 
 
Antichrist In The Gospels 
 
The Antichrist is briefly alluded to in the four gospels. We can cite the following references. 
 
1. The One Desolating The Temple 
 
Jesus spoke of a future profaning of the temple by this coming Antichrist. He called this event called the 
“abomination of desolation,” or the “abomination that causes desolation.” Matthew records Jesus saying the 
following: 
 

So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through 
the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— (Matthew 24:15 NIV). 
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This specifically refers to a defiling of the temple in Jerusalem. We discover from the writings of Paul (2 
Thessalonians 2:1-4) that the final Antichrist is the one who performs this horrible deed. 
 
2. A False Christ 
 
Jesus also spoke of false Christs, or false Messiahs, who would come before His return to the earth. He gave 
the following warning: 
 

For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive, if 
possible, even God’s chosen ones (Matthew 24:24 NLT). 

 
While there will be many false Christs or Antichrists who will arise on the scene, there will come an ultimate 
false Christ, the final Antichrist. 
 
3. One Coming In His Own Name 
 
Jesus spoke of one coming in his own name. John records Him saying: 
 

I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him (John 5:43 ESV). 

 
Notice those who reject Jesus Christ will receive this personage. The Antichrist will come in his name, or 
authority, and the people will receive him. 
 
Antichrist In The Writings Of Paul 
 
We also find the Antichrist in the writings of Paul though he does not use that specific name to depict this 
personage. Paul describes him as follows. 
 
4. The Man Of Lawlessness And The Son Of Destruction 
 
When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, he referred to this personage as the “man of sin” or the “man of 
lawlessness,” as well as the “son of destruction:”  
 

Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction (2 Thessalonians 2:3 NIV).  

 
There are two different descriptions of this personage in this one verse. He is a man “characterized by sin” or 
“lawlessness” and “the son of destruction.” This describes a truly horrible person.     
               
5. The Lawless One 
 
Later in that same chapter, he called the final Antichrist the “lawless one:”   
 

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and 
bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8 ESV).      

 
This man opposes all the laws of God.                          
 
6. Belial 
 
Paul also speaks of the contrast between Christ and Belial:   
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What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? (2 
Corinthians 6:15 ESV). 

 
While Belial is usually thought to be another title or name for the devil, this may be a reference to the final 
Antichrist. This seems to be the case because we find a reference to the temple spoken of in the same context:  
 

What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, 
“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people” (2 Corinthians 6:16 ESV). 

 
Therefore, this seems to be another reference to Antichrist.  However, this particular reference is certainly 
debatable.  
 
Antichrist In The Letters Of John 
 
John is the only New Testament writer which actually uses the term “Antichrist” to describe this personage. 
We find him using the term twice to describe this coming “man of sin:”  
 

Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that Antichrist is coming, so now many Antichrists have 
come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour (1 John 2:18 ESV). 

 
Later he writes: 
 

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the Antichrist, 
which you heard was coming and now is in the world already (1 John 4:2,3 ESV). 

 
These are specific references to this coming world leader. 
 
Antichrist In The Book Of Revelation 
 
John, who also wrote the Book of Revelation, provides further titles for this final Antichrist. He stated it this 
way. 
 
The First Beast 
 
Apart from the title Antichrist, John calls this man “the beast” or the “first beast.” We read of this description 
in the Book of Revelation: 
 

And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on 
them and conquer them and kill them (Revelation 11:7 ESV). 

 
Here this personage is the “beast” which rises from the bottomless pit, the abyss. 
 
John also gives a further description this personage:  
 

And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. 
And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority (Revelation 13:2 NLT). 

 
This evil individual is described as a horrible beast. There is no good in him whatsoever. 
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Conclusion: We Are Dealing With A Personage Who Is Completely Evil 
 
These descriptions, from both testaments, give us further insight into the character of this final Antichrist. 
From these descriptions it is obvious that it is totally evil.   
 
Summary To Question 18  
How Does The Bible Describe The Final Antichrist? 
 
The Bible describes the final Antichrist with a number of different titles or aliases. Each of these gives us some 
insight into his dreaded character. We find these titles in both testaments. They can be listed as follows.  
 
In the Old Testament he is known by numerous titles.  There are some who see him in the Book of Genesis as 
the “seed of the serpent.” 
 
Daniel gives us the most titles of this coming individual. He is known as the “little horn” “the “desolator,” the 
“stern-faced king” and “the king who does his own will.”   
 
Micah the prophet called this individual the “Assyrian.” Some believe this indicates his actual nationality; he 
will be a descendant of the ancient Assyrians.  
 
In the Book of Zechariah, this wicked being is called the “evil shepherd” or the “worthless shepherd.” 
 
This sums up the main designations of this character according to the Old Testament. 
 
The New Testament also gives a variety of names to this personage. 
 
In the gospels, the Lord Jesus predicted many false Christs would appear. Jesus called the final Antichrist “the 
one who will come in his own name.”  
 
This is in contrast to Jesus who came in the name, or authority, of God the Father.  The Lord also spoke of an 
event in which this individual is the main character, the abomination of desolation. This speaks of the defiling 
of the Holy of Holies in the temple in Jerusalem.  
 
An image of this final Antichrist will be placed in a rebuilt temple. He himself will come to the temple and 
claim to be God Himself. Little wonder, Jesus called this an abomination. 
 
The writings of Paul also give us a number of titles of this evil man. When writing to the Thessalonians Paul 
referred to him as the lawless one, the man of sin, and the son of perdition, or the son doomed to destruction. 
 
To the Corinthians, Paul called this person “Belial.” This term could refer to the devil rather than the Antichrist 
but it is likely a term referring to this coming man of sin. The letters of First and Second John are the only place 
where the title Antichrist is used of this coming man of sin. John spoke of many Antichrists already coming 
with one final person still to appear. 
 
In the Book of Revelation this personage is described as the “beast,” as well as the “first beast,” to differentiate 
him and the second beast, the false prophet. He is described as having seven heads and ten horns and a “mouth 
speaking great things.” He is inspired by the devil himself. 
 
When we put these titles together, we can get a composite idea of his character. Indeed, it is totally evil. In fact, 
there is no good in him whatsoever. 
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Question 19 
 

Is It Possible That The Final Antichrist Will Be  
A Homosexual In That He Has No  
Desire For Women? (Daniel 11:37) 

 
The prophet Daniel made a statement regarding the character of the coming Antichrist that many understand 
as a reference to homosexuality. In the eleventh chapter, we read the following description of the future world 
leader: 
 

Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall 
magnify himself above all (Daniel 11:37 King James Version). 

 
The New King James translation reads basically the same. This personage shall not regard “the desire of women.” 
This particular phrase “the desire of women” has been variously interpreted.  
 
It Is A Reference To Sexual Orientation? 
 
Some believe it refers to his sexual orientation. In other words, this final Antichrist will either be celibate, or he 
will have an unnatural desire for men instead of women. Either seems to be possible with this translation. A 
number of Bible commentators believe this is the meaning here. 
 
Other Translations Have A Different Understanding Of The Meaning 
 
Other translations, however, do not translate the verse in the same way. For example, the English Standard 
Version translates the phrase “the one beloved by women.” It reads as follows: 
 

He shall pay no attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women. He shall not pay 
attention to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all (Daniel 11:37 ESV). 

 
The NIV has something similar:    
 

He will show no regard for the gods of his ancestors or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard 
any god, but will exalt himself above them all (Daniel 11:37 NIV). 

 
Some translations understand this to mean he has no desire for “the god loved by women.” The New Living 
Translation says: 
 

He will have no respect for the gods of his ancestors, or for the god loved by women, or for any other god, 
for he will boast that he is greater than them all (Daniel 11:37 NLT). 

 
With these translations, his sexual orientation is not an issue. Consequently, another meaning for this phrase 
has to be found. 
 
What Does It Mean? 
 
If it is not referring to his sexual orientation, then what does this phrase mean? There have been a number of 
suggestions offered. 
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Option 1: He Has No Desire For The God Of Israel 
 
Some take it to mean that Antichrist has no interest in the God of Israel. The phrase “desire of women” is 
translated to mean “the one desired by women.” This is viewed as a reference to the longing desire of Jewish 
women to be the mother of the Messiah.  
 
Thus, the phrase “the desire of women” is referring to a Person, the promised Messiah. Antichrist has contempt 
for the genuine Messiah. 
 
Option 2: He Has Desire For Any Human Love 
 
There are others who see this as a reference to human love. For whatever reason, Antichrist has no desire for 
human love from anyone, whether it be male or female. 
 
Option 3:    He Has No Desire For Feminine Traits Such As Mercy And Kindness 
 
Some interpreters see this as a general description of his character. In other words, this final antichrist will have 
no regard for the feminine traits of grace, mercy, and kindness 
 
Whatever the exact meaning of the phrase which Daniel uses to describe this coming man of sin, we do not 
have to assume that he indicates Antichrist will be a homosexual. While this is a possible understanding of the 
phrase, it is certainly not the only way to interpret it. 

 
Summary To Question 19  
Is It Possible That The Final Antichrist Will Be A Homosexual  
In That He Has No Desire For Women? (Daniel 11:37) 
 
The Book of Daniel has a statement regarding the final Antichrist which has puzzled many people. It has been 
translated to indicate that Antichrist will not regard the “desire of women.” At issue is the meaning of this 
phrase. 
 
Some have understood it to refer to the sexual orientation of the future man of sin. In other words, he will 
have no desire for females. This could mean he is celibate, or that his attraction is to other men. A number of 
Bible commentators have held this view. 
 
However, this is not the only way the passage can be understood. Other translations render it in such a way 
that it has nothing to do with sexual orientation. 
 
Certain translations render the phrase in such a way that he does not respect “the god loved by women.” This 
is a possible way to understand the text. 
 
There is also the possibility that the phrase “the desire of women” refers to a person, the long-awaited Messiah. 
It was the hope of every young Jewish girl to be the mother of the Messiah. Antichrist has no respect for this 
hope. Therefore, the phrase “the desire of women” would be referring to a Person, the Messiah. 
 
There is also the possibility that Antichrist desires no love from any human being. Human love is not something 
he wants or needs. In addition, some Bible students think this merely a general description of his character. In 
other words, he shows no interest whatsoever in the feminine traits of mercy and kindness. 
 
Whatever the case may be, we should not assume, as some have, that this must refer to his sexual orientation. 
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Question 20 
 

Will A Personal Antichrist  
Be Jewish?  

 
There is the question concerning the national origin of a personal Antichrist. Is he Jewish or non-Jewish? 
Commentators are divided over this issue. A popular idea is that Antichrist will be a Jew rather than a Gentile. 
 
The Case For Antichrist Being A Jew 
 
There are many reasons why the final Antichrist is thought to be a Jew, possibly from the tribe of Dan. They 
can be listed as follows. 
 
1. The Missing Tribe Of Dan Gives A Clue To His Identity 
 
In the seventh chapter of the Book of Revelation we find that 144,000 Jews, or twelve thousand from each 
tribe, are said to be sealed by the Lord. Scripture says: 
 

And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel (Revelation 
7:4 ESV). 

 
However, the tribe of Dan is missing from the list. For some reason, nobody from this particular tribe is 
included in those which are sealed, protected by the Lord. 
 
This has caused some to believe that the final Antichrist comes from the tribe of Dan, and that Dan is judged 
for the fact that one of theirs becomes the “man of sin.” This particular interpretation goes all the way back to 
the second century church father Irenaeus.  
 
We do know that Dan is not judged because this tribe has become extinct at that time. In fact, we find that 
Dan inherits a portion of the Promised Land in the Millennium. This is a period of time after the great tribulation 
and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. We read about this in Ezekiel: 
 

Here is the list of the tribes of Israel and the territory each is to receive. The territory of Dan is in the 
extreme north. Its boundary line follows the Hethlon road to Lebo-hamath and then runs on to Hazar-
enan on the border of Damascus, with Hamath to the north. Dan’s territory extends all the way across the 
land of Israel from east to west (Ezekiel 48:1 NLT). 

 
Therefore, there must be some reason for Dan being judged during this time of the great tribulation. It is 
possible that the first beast, the Antichrist, comes from Dan.  
 
Possibly there is other biblical support that the final Antichrist comes from Dan. In the Book of Genesis, the 
patriarch Jacob predicted the following about his son Dan: 
 

Dan will provide justice for his people as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan will be a snake by the roadside, a 
viper along the path, that bites the horse’s heels so that its rider tumbles backward (Genesis 49:16-17 NIV). 

 
Here we are specifically told that Dan will be a snake. The snake is a biblical symbol of the devil. 
 
There is perhaps further evidence in Scripture that Antichrist will come from Dan. Consider what the prophet 
Jeremiah recorded the Lord as saying:   
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The snorting of the enemy’s horses is heard from Dan; at the neighing of their stallions the whole land 
trembles. They have come to devour the land and everything in it, the city and all who live there (Jeremiah 
8:16 NIV). 

 
Therefore, Scripture may give evidence of the origin of the coming Antichrist from one of the tribes of Israel, 
the tribe of Dan. 
 
2. The Contrast To Jesus Himself 
 
When Jesus spoke to the religious leaders of His day, He said the following: 
 

I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him (John 5:43 ESV). 

 
Jesus was rejected by His people. However, He said that someday they will receive another person. This person 
will be a different Messiah. To many, this seems to imply a person from their own nationality, a Jew.  
 
Inasmuch as this one will enter into negotiations with the nation of Israel, it suggests that they can confidently 
trust this individual. If the coming man of sin were a Gentile, then it would be difficult to see how they could 
have complete faith in his promises. However, if he were one of their own, a Jew, then this would be different.  
 
3. He Rejects The God Of His Fathers 
 
One powerful argument seems to be the way he is described by the prophet Daniel. He is a man who disregards 
the “God of his fathers:”  
 

Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall 
magnify himself above all (Daniel 11:37 King James Version). 

 
This is a rather common phrase in the Old Testament. The words, “God of our fathers,” or “God of their 
fathers,” is used hundreds of times in the Old Testament. It always refers to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. It never refers to a pagan god. 
 
4. He Is Called The Prince Of Israel 
 
There is a passage in the Book of Ezekiel which has been applied to the final Antichrist. In it, he is called the 
“wicked one, prince of Israel:” 
 

And you, O profane wicked one, prince of Israel, whose day has come, the time of your final punishment, 
thus says the Lord GOD: Remove the turban and take off the crown. Things shall not remain as they are. 
Exalt that which is low, and bring low that which is exalted. A ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it. This also shall 
not be, until he comes, the one to whom judgment belongs, and I will give it to him (Ezekiel 21:25-27 
ESV). 

 
This passage speaks of the end of the present age. The wicked prince, the final Antichrist, comes from Israel. 
 
5.  The Name Antichrist Suggests He Is Jewish 
 
The fact that he is called the anti “Christ” seems to clearly mark his identity. Since the promised Christ must 
be Jewish, and that the Messiah is first and foremost the Savior of Israel, the logical conclusion is that the 
Antichrist must be a Jew. 
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6. The Jews Would Never Accept A Gentile Messiah 
 
Probably the strongest reason in favor of the Antichrist being Jewish is that he is accepted by the Jews as their 
promised Messiah. The Jewish people will never accept a Gentile messiah.   
 
It is for these reasons that many people anticipate the coming Antichrist will be Jewish.  
 
Summary To Question 20   
Will A Personal Antichrist Be Jewish? 
 
There is some question as to whether the final Antichrist will be a Jew or a Gentile. Many people assume that 
he will be, or must be, Jewish. There are a number of reasons as to why this position is held. 
 
One reason has to do with the missing tribe of Dan. We are told that during the great tribulation period the 
Lord seals, or supernaturally protects, 144,000 from each of the twelve tribes of Israel. Noticeably missing is 
the tribe of Dan. For some unknown reason, Dan is absent during this time.  
 
Since people from the tribe of Dan exist in the Millennium, their exclusion in this list in Revelation is not due 
to their non-existence. Seemingly, they are being judged, but we are not told why. It has been suggested that 
Dan is omitted because the final Antichrist comes from that tribe. 
 
There are a couple of passages in the Old Testament which may allude to this. The patriarch Jacob, in predicting 
the future for the descendants of his son Dan, uses the word “snake” to describe them.  
The prophet Jeremiah records the Lord’s warning of a sinister threat coming from the area of Dan. These 
passages may indicate the origin of Antichrist is from the tribe of Dan. 
 
There is also a statement by Jesus which has led many to conclude that the final Antichrist must be Jewish. He 
said that while the nation rejected Him, One who came in the name of God the Father, they would accept 
another one who will come in his own name. This also suggests they can trust the final Antichrist because he 
is one of their own, a Jew. 
 
We also find a statement in the Book of Daniel which seems to indicate that Antichrist must be a Jew. It says 
he will not regard the “God” of his fathers. This phrase, or something similar, is used often in the Old 
Testament. It always refers to the God of the Bible. There are no exceptions to this. 
 
In the Book of Ezekiel there is the prediction of a coming personage called the “prince of Israel.” In context, 
it seems to be speaking of the future Antichrist. The fact that this profane one is Jewish is another indication 
that Antichrist comes from the chosen people. 
 
There is also the name of this personage, Antichrist. The word “anti” can mean “in place of” or “instead of.” 
He comes “in place of” the true Christ. The man of sin is therefore received by the Jews in place of the genuine 
Messiah. To do this, he must be Jewish. 
 
Finally, there is the fact that the Jews could not possibly accept a Messiah other than someone from their own 
race. To many people, this settles the issue. The Messiah, or Christ, must be a Jew for the Jewish people to 
accept him. Therefore, the false Christ, the Antichrist, must come from the physical line of Abraham.  
 
These reasons have caused many people to anticipate a Jewish Antichrist. 
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Question 21 
 

Will A Personal Antichrist  
Be A Gentile? 

 
There is the question concerning the national origin of the coming world ruler, the Antichrist. While many 
people think he will be Jewish, there are others who make the case that he will be a Gentile. The following 
reasons are put forth for believing the final Antichrist, the coming Caesar, must be non-Jewish. 
 
1. He Comes Out Of The Roman Empire 
 
The Antichrist will come out of the revived Roman Empire. In fact, it seems that he will be a Roman. Daniel 
wrote: 
 

And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing. And the people of 
the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to 
the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed (Daniel 9:26 ESV). 

 
The people who destroyed the city of Jerusalem were Romans. Therefore, the people of the prince who is to 
come are Romans, Gentiles. If the people of the prince are Romans, or Gentiles, then the prince himself, the 
final Antichrist, must also be a Gentile. 
 
In another passage, Antichrist is also seen as arising out of the Roman Empire in the dream of the prophet 
Daniel. Daniel saw four beasts arising in his dream. These four beasts represented four world kingdoms. It is 
out of the fourth kingdom, the revived Roman Empire, where the Antichrist will arise. Daniel describes him as 
a “little horn:”  
 

After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening 
and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot 
whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. “While I was thinking 
about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three of 
the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human being and a mouth 
that spoke boastfully” (Daniel 7:7-8 NIV). 

 
This gives further indication that Antichrist must be a Gentile. 
 
2. He Comes From The Sea: A Reference To The Nations 
 
We are told that this first beast arises from “the sea.” The Book of Revelation has the following to say about 
his origin: 
 

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and 
blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and 
its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority 
(Revelation 13:1-2 ESV). 

 
This seems to be a reference to the nations of the world, in contrast to the nation of Israel. The Gentile nations 
are often compared to the sea while the nation of Israel is compared to the “earth,” or the “land.” Therefore, 
coming out of the sea could mean coming from the Gentiles nations. 
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3. All The Major Types Of Antichrist Were Gentiles 
 
There are a number of individuals in Scripture, as well as in history, who have been seen as a “type of 
Antichrist.” This includes three main characters: Nimrod, the initial builder of the city of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, and the Seleucid King, Antiochus IV. They were all Gentiles. This 
seems to further indicate that the final Antichrist himself will be a Gentile. 
 
In fact, the only non-Gentile type of Antichrist was Saul. While he was not a Gentile, neither was he from the 
promised line. He was from the tribe of Benjamin, not Judah. 
 
4. He Ignores The God, or gods, Of His Ancestors 
 
The Book of Daniel says this personage will not respect “the God or the gods of his fathers.” Either translation 
is possible.  If “gods’ is the correct reading, then he could not be Jewish. Some translations understand this to 
be the meaning. For example, the English Standard Version reads: 
 

He shall pay no attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women. He shall not pay 
attention to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all (Daniel 11:37-38 ESV). 

 
However, even if “the God of his fathers,” is the correct reading it does not necessarily mean he is Jewish. 
Rather we find this verse simply stating that the final Antichrist will reject whatever religion is practiced by his 
ancestors. If he arises from the peoples of ancient Rome, as what the evidence seems to show, then his family 
religion probably would be some form of Christian faith. 
 
This passage emphasizes that he will not follow any god. In other words, he will be an atheist. In fact, he will 
exalt himself above any god or object of worship (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 
 
5. Antiochus, The Only Person Specified As A Type Of Antichrist Was A Gentile 
 
There is also the fact that Antiochus IV, the only individual in Scripture who is specifically identified as a type 
of the Antichrist, was a Gentile. Both Antiochus, and the final Antichrist, are called “the little horn” in the 
Book of Daniel.  
 
As we examine the Scripture, we find that Antiochus is the clearest pre-figurement of the coming man of sin. 
It stands to reason that if the pre-figurement of the final Antichrist is a Gentile, then the Antichrist himself 
must also be a Gentile.  
 
6. Antichrist Separates The Jews For Special Persecution 
 
Finally, we discover from Scripture that the final Antichrist separates the Jews for special persecution. He breaks 
his agreement with the Jews, defiles the rebuilt Jewish temple, and then begins an attempt to wipe out the entire 
race of Jews.  
 
Since the Jews are the ones who are specially persecuted by this man of sin, it does not seem likely that the 
Antichrist would himself be a Jew. Seemingly, he would not persecute his own people. 
 
It is for these many reasons that a number of Bible students conclude that the final Antichrist will be a Gentile, 
rather than a Jew. 
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Summary To Question 21   
Will A Personal Antichrist Be A Gentile? 
 
Bible believers have differences of opinion with respect to whether a personal Antichrist would be Jewish or 
Gentile. Some argue that the final Antichrist will not be Jewish but rather will be a Gentile leader. There are a 
number of reasons as to why this is held. 
 
To begin with, he is called “the prince who is to come.” Furthermore, we are told by Daniel that “the people 
of prince who is to come” would destroy the city of Jerusalem. This happened in A.D. 70 when the Roman 
legions destroyed both the city and the temple. His people were the Romans. Therefore, he himself must be 
from the Roman Empire, possibly even a Roman. 
 
Scripture elsewhere teaches that Antichrist will arise from a revived version of the ancient Roman Empire. He 
will head up a last-days confederation of ten Gentile nations. This is another indication that he is a Gentile. 
 
In the Book of Revelation, we are told that his origin is from “the sea.” Often the sea depicts the Gentile 
nations in contrast to Israel. This provides further evidence of his Gentile nationality.  
 
In addition, all major types of Antichrist in Scripture, Nimrod, Nebuchadnezzar, and Antiochus IV, were 
Gentiles. This seems to further indicate that Antichrist himself will be a Gentile rather than a Jew. 
 
Daniel also says that he will not respect the “gods” of his fathers. This is not the God of Israel but rather false 
gods. Therefore, he cannot be Jewish. The Jews only worshipped one God. There is also the fact that the 
clearest type of the final Antichrist, Antiochus IV, was a Gentile. Both he and the coming man of sin are called 
“the little horn.”  
 
Indeed, his life mirrored that of the Antichrist in many ways. If this type of Antichrist was a Gentile, then it 
seems to follow that the fulfillment of the type will also be a Gentile. 
 
Finally, there is the fact that Jews are separated out for special persecution by this coming man of sin. The Bible 
says that the final Antichrist breaks his agreement with the Jews, defiles their rebuilt temple by going into its 
holiest area, openly defies their God by claiming that he is God, and then turns his attention to eradicate the 
nation.  
 
It seems difficult to imagine that a Jew would do this to his own people. Consequently, it seems more likely 
that the final Antichrist will be a Gentile. 
 
These factors have caused many Bible students to assume the coming Antichrist will be a Gentile. 
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Question 22 
 

Will The Coming Antichrist Claim To Be 
The Long-Awaited Messiah? 

 
One of the mostly commonly accepted beliefs with respect to the final Antichrist is that when he comes upon 
the scene of history he will claim to be the long-awaited Messiah of the Jews, and the nation will accept him as 
such. He will be the fulfillment of what the nation has longed for since the promises were first made to them 
so long ago. Their dream will finally be realized. 
 
Why It Is Assumed Antichrist Pretends To Be The Real Messiah 
 
There are a number of reasons as to why it is believed the coming Antichrist will pretend to be the genuine 
Christ, the Messiah.  
 
1. He Is Called The Antichrist 
 
First, he is called the “anti-Christ;” the one who appears instead of Christ. This seems to assume that he 
attempts to take the place of Christ and claim for himself what rightfully belongs to Jesus, God the Son. 
Therefore, the very name which is used of him, “Antichrist,” shows that this personage tries to usurp something 
that is not rightfully his. 
 
2. He Comes To The Temple 
 
Second, he will come to the temple of God in Jerusalem and demand worship from the Jews. Paul wrote: 
 

He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets 
himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 NIV). 

 
This seems to indicate that Antichrist will claim that the temple and everything connected with it refers to him. 
He is the legitimate Messiah. 
 
3. Jesus’ Statement About Antichrist 
 
Third, there is the statement of Jesus with respect to the coming of the Antichrist: 
 

I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, 
you will accept him (John 5:43 NIV). 

 
These words of Jesus contrast Himself, whom the people did not receive, with the coming Antichrist, whom 
they will receive. They will accept a false Messiah. This is one of the main reasons as to why many people assume 
the coming Antichrist has to be Jewish.  
 
Indeed, for the Jews to embrace him as the Christ, the Messiah, he must meet all the qualifications. Primary 
among those is that he will be Jewish. It is argued that the Jews would never receive a Gentile Messiah.  
 
Do these facts make it clear that Antichrist must be Jewish and that the nation will receive him as their Messiah 
when he makes such claims? Not everyone thinks so. 
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There Are Some Who Do Not Think Antichrist Will Claim To Be Messiah 
 
There is one assumption in all of this which needs to be established, namely, that the Antichrist will actually 
claim to be the promised Messiah, and that the Jews will accept him as such.  
 
However, it is contended that the final Antichrist will not claim to be the Messiah of the Jews. Though 
Antichrist makes an agreement with the nation which allows them to once again offer sacrifices in their temple, 
this does not mean that he will claim to be the Messiah, or that they will embrace him as their “Anointed one.”  
 
In point of fact, instead of accepting the Antichrist as their Messiah, it is contended that the Jews will actually 
long for the Messiah when this man of sin turns on them and demands their worship. 
 
The Term Antichrist Can Be Understood In Another Way 
 
It is important that we understand that the term Antichrist does not necessarily mean that this man of sin will 
actually claim to be the Messiah. To the contrary, it says that he rejects everything that has to do with the 
religion of the Jews. In other words, he takes the rightful place of Christ, not by claiming to be the Messiah, 
but rather by substituting himself as a false god. In this way, he is an “anti-Christ.” 
 
He Is Not Received As Messiah But Rather As God 
 
The words of Jesus, as to the reception of the man of sin, do not have to be understood in the sense that the 
Jews receive him as “the Christ.” Indeed, it is argued that the Antichrist will not be received as the Messiah, but 
rather he will be worshipped as God.  
 
Therefore, the idea of receiving this man of sin is not so much receiving him as the long-awaited Christ, but 
actually receiving him as God visiting his creation! Recall that Antichrist comes on the scene as a political leader 
who helps the Jewish people regain the practice of their ancient institutions such as animal sacrifices. He then 
stops their sacrifices, defiles their Holy Temple, and orders them to worship him.  
 
If this is the correct understanding of what the Antichrist will claim to be, then it explains why most of the 
types of Antichrist in Scripture are Gentiles and not Jews. He is a Gentile ruler who introduces a different god 
to the people of Israel, and a different system of worship. He replaces the genuine worship, with worship of a 
false god. In this sense he is the Antichrist. 
 
Summary To Question 23  
Will The Coming Antichrist Claim To Be The Long-Awaited Messiah? 
 
While many accept the idea, without questioning it, that the Jews will receive the final Antichrist as their 
promised Messiah not everyone assumes that this is what will happen. Indeed, there is some question as to 
whether Antichrist will even claim to be the coming Messiah. 
 
Generally speaking, it is assumed that Antichrist will claim to be the genuine Messiah for a number of reasons.  
 
For one thing, the fact that he is called the “anti-Christ” seems to indicate that he attempts to assume the 
rightful role of Christ. “Anti” can mean “instead of” or “in place of.” Hence, it seems to follow that he will 
attempt to usurp the role of the Jesus as the legitimate Messiah.  
 
We are told that Antichrist will come to the Holy Temple in Jerusalem and defile the Holy of Holies. The fact 
that he enters the temple is seen as further evidence that he will claim to be the long-awaited Messiah of the 
Jews. 
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This seems to be further confirmed by Jesus’ own statement. Christ said that while He came in the name of 
His Father, He was rejected by His people. However, another person will come in his own name and that 
person will be accepted. This is the Antichrist. The fact that Jesus said the Jewish people will receive this 
imposter indicates that he is welcomed as the genuine Messiah. 
 
Consequently, this had led many to the conclusion that the final Antichrist must be Jewish, since the Jews would 
never accept a Gentile as their long-awaited Messiah. Yet there is another way of looking at this. It is possible 
that Antichrist takes the place of the Messiah in the sense of claiming to be an alternative god to the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
Therefore, the man of sin does not claim to be the Messiah, or is accepted as the Messiah, but rather claims to 
be a different god than the One which the Jews worship. In this way, he tries to take the place of Christ, who 
is God Himself. 
 
This understanding would explain why all the prefigurements or types of the Messiah are, for the most part, 
Gentiles and not Jews. It would fit with how Scripture uses the pagan king Antiochus IV as the clearest type of 
Antichrist. He was a Gentile ruler who imposed himself on the Jews while claiming to be a god. He never 
claimed to be their Messiah, yet he is a clearest type of Antichrist in all of Scripture. 
 
While there are many things about the coming Antichrist we do know about, there are still many matters which 
are uncertain. The question as to whether he will claim to be the Messiah may be one of these. 
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Question 23 
 

Is The Possible The Antichrist Is Caesar  
Nero Resurrected? (Nero Redivivus) 

 
There have been many past identifications of the Antichrist. One of the favorite ones has been Caesar Nero. 
Not only do some people think the description of the Antichrist was a description of the historical Roman 
Emperor Nero, there was a theory that Antichrist was actually going to be Nero resurrected. This is also known 
as Nero Redivivus. Is there any reason we should believe this theory? 
 
The Theory Explained 
 
We are told that the beast, the Antichrist, dies and then comes back to life. Scripture explains it as follows: 
 

The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and 
seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. The beast I saw 
resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the 
beast his power and his throne and great authority. One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a 
fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed 
the beast. People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also 
worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against it?” (Revelation 13:1-4 
NIV). 

 
This passage has been thought by some to explain certain events surrounding the life of Caesar Nero. Nero 
died in A.D. 68 by his own hand. However, a rumor arose that Nero was not really dead. Instead, it was thought 
that he had fled across the Euphrates River to the enemy of Rome, Parthia.  
 
Furthermore, it was rumored that Nero would return as the new leader of Parthian armies in an attempt to 
destroy Rome. This became the basis of the Nero Redivivus myth.  
 
People Appeared Claiming To Be Nero 
 
Interestingly, during the decades following Nero’s death, three pretenders did come forth claiming to be Caesar 
Nero. This is recorded by the Roman historians Tacitus and Suetonius.  
 
The Theory Takes On A New Twist 
 
At the end of the first century A.D. the story of Nero took a further twist. It was then said Caesar Nero had 
been dead after all but that he would actually rise from the dead, return to the city of Rome, and seize the 
Roman Empire back for himself.  
 
This idea of the return of Nero to Rome captured the popular fancy. It found its way into certain Jewish and 
Christian writings of the time. This triumphant Nero was sometimes even pictured as the Antichrist. This is 
found in an apocryphal work called the “Ascension of Isaiah.” We also find this in another written work, the 
“Sibylline Oracles.” 
 
Eventually, the idea that Nero would come back to the world as the long-predicted Antichrist was abandoned 
by the masses. However, this certainly did not happen immediately. Indeed, in the days of Augustine, the fifth 
century theologian, he notes that some people still expected to see the return of Nero. This was some three 
hundred and fifty years after Nero’s death. 
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This basically explains the Nero Redivivus myth. However, there is no evidence whatsoever that the final 
Antichrist will be Caesar Nero resurrected. None. 
 
Summary To Question 23  
Is It Possible The Antichrist Is Caesar Nero Resurrected? (Nero Redivivus) 

 
One ancient theory has Nero being the long-predicted Antichrist that dies and then comes back to life. This is 
also known as Nero Redivivus myth.  
 
In Revelation 13, there is the account of the wounded beast, the Antichrist. He has a mortal wound but recovers 
from it. This story could be understood as an actual man who had been dead and then miraculously comes 
back to life. This account in the Book of Revelation became the basis of this story about Nero.  
 
After Nero’s death in A.D. 68, it was reported that he had not actually died but rather had escaped to join the 
enemies of Rome, Parthia. It was thought that he would return leading the Parthian armies in a triumph over 
Rome. Certain individuals did appear in the next few years claiming to be Nero. 
 
At the end of the first century, the story circulated that Nero had actually died but that he had also risen from 
the dead. These stories circulated in the writings of both Jews and Christians. Certain Christians then taught 
that Nero was the beast of Revelation, the one who received the mortal head wound and then came back to 
life.   
 
As time went by, this Nero Redivivus myth eventually fell out of favor. However, it lingered for several hundred 
years. We find from the fifth century theologian, Augustine of Hippo, that some people in his day were still 
expecting the return of Nero. However, the New Testament does not teach that this is what is going to occur. 
 
In sum, there is no evidence that the final Antichrist will be a resurrected Nero. 
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Question 24 
 

What Is The Theory That Antichrist  
Will Be Judas Iscariot Reincarnated? 

 
One theory as to the true identity of the coming Antichrist has him being the reincarnation of the man who 
betrayed Jesus, Judas Iscariot. Some people go even further and state that that Judas was either a demon or the 
devil himself incarnate! The following arguments are usually given to support this idea. 
 
1. The Coming Antichrist Is Related To The Nation Of Israel 
 
First, it is claimed that the coming Antichrist has some relationship with the nation of Israel. Psalm 55 is cited 
in support of this idea:   
 

My companion attacks his friends; he violates his covenant. His talk is smooth as butter, yet war is in his 
heart; his words are more soothing than oil, yet they are drawn swords (Psalm 55:20,21 NIV). 

 
These verses are viewed as a specific reference to the covenant which Antichrist makes, or confirms, with the 
Jews and then ultimately breaks. Daniel wrote about this: 
 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 
that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27 NIV). 

 
Consequently, it is argued that the entire Psalm should be read in this context. It portrays the sufferings of the 
nation Israel and its godly remnant during the time of the great tribulation.  
 
However, in the midst of this passage describing the great tribulation, we read about the betrayal of a trusted 
friend:  
 

For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then I could bear it; it is not an adversary who deals insolently with 
me—then I could hide from him. But it is you, a man, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend. We 
used to take sweet counsel together; within God’s house we walked in the throng (Psalm 55:12-14 ESV). 

 
These verses not only describe the treachery of Judas toward Jesus the Messiah, they also give us the hint of 
something else. Judas shall be reincarnated in the person of Antichrist. In the future, he will betray and desert 
the nation of Israel.  
 
In fact, what we discover is that the relationship of future Antichrist to Israel will be exactly the same as that 
of Judas to Jesus. While he will initially pose as the friend of the Jews, three-and one-half years later his true 
character will emerge, he will betray them. This is what happened with Judas Iscariot. He was Jesus’ disciple for 
three-and one-half years before he betrayed the Lord. 
 
As Jesus endured the bitterness and betrayal of one who was supposedly His trusted friend, the nation of Israel 
shall suffer the same fate. Hence, from the picture given to us in Psalm 55, we have the first clue that the 
Antichrist will be Judas Iscariot reincarnated. 
 
2. A Covenant Is Made With Death 
 
The next clue can be found in the writings of the prophet Isaiah.  We read about the covenant which will be 
made with death. Isaiah the prophet wrote: 
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Your covenant with death will be annulled; your agreement with the realm of the dead will not stand. When 
the overwhelming scourge sweeps by, you will be beaten down by it (Isaiah 28:18 NIV).  

 
This is also viewed as a reference to the seven-year agreement which is mentioned in Daniel 9:27. The coming 
man of sin, the final Antichrist, makes, or confirms, a covenant, a contract, with the nation of Israel. 
 
But here the person with whom this covenant is made is termed “Death and Hades” or “death and the realm 
of the dead.” This is a title of the coming Antichrist, just as the title “the Resurrection and the Life” is one 
which belongs to the true Christ.  
 
The idea that Antichrist is equated with Death and Hades in found in the sixth chapter of the Book of 
Revelation. In this chapter we have the unveiling of the four horsemen of the apocalypse.  
 
It is a four-fold picture of Antichrist just as the gospels give a four-fold portrayal of the Lord Jesus. Antichrist 
is seen as the rider on four differently colored horses, which bring about four stages in his awful career. Finally, 
we are told this about him: 
 

I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close 
behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by 
the wild beasts of the earth (Revelation 6:8 NIV). 

 
“Hades” is the name of the place which receives the souls of the unbelieving dead. The fact that this name is 
here applied to Antichrist hints that he has come from there, the evil underworld. As we will discover, Hades 
is the place where Judas went after his suicide.  
  
3. Judas Is Called The Son Of Destruction (Or Perdition) 
  
Next, we look at the New Testament. In John’s gospel, we have further evidence that the Antichrist will be 
Judas Iscariot reincarnated. On the night of His betrayal, Jesus prayed the following to God the Father. 
 

While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not 
one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled (John 17:12 
ESV). 

 
Judas is termed by Christ as, “the son of destruction” or the “son of perdition.” 
 
The Apostle Paul also gave the final Antichrist the same designation:   
 

Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction (2 Thessalonians 2:3 ESV). 

 
These are the only two places in the entire Scripture where this name occurs. The fact that Judas was termed 
by Christ “the son of destruction” and the fact that the same designation is given by the Apostle Paul to the 
coming man of sin, the final Antichrist, shows that they are one-and-the-same person.   
 
4. Judas Was A Man But More Than A Man 
 
We find this further supported by what Jesus said about Judas. We know that Judas was a genuine human being. 
Jesus said: 
 

The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! 
It would be better for him if he had not been born (Matthew 26:24 NIV).  
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Though Judas was a man, some believe he was more than a mere man. In fact, Jesus also said of him: 
 

Jesus replied, “Didnʼt I choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is the devil” (John 6:70 NIV). 
 
While there are many demons, there is only one devil. Indeed, in no other passage in Scripture is the word 
“devil” applied to anyone but to Satan himself. This has caused some to believe that Judas was the devil 
incarnate, just as the Lord Jesus was God incarnate.  
 
Others do not go that far. They believe either a demon entered a human being, Judas Iscariot, or that the person 
of Judas was actually a demonic spirit who took on a human body. However, Judas was not the devil himself.  
 
5.  The Beast Comes From The Bottomless Pit 
 
There is further evidence of the demonic origin of Judas. In the eleventh chapter of the Book of Revelation 
“the beast” is first revealed to us:  
 

Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, 
and overpower and kill them (Revelation 11:7 NIV). 

 
The beast, the Antichrist, is seen coming forth from the Abyss, the bottomless pit. Scripture teaches that this 
pit is the place where the jailed spirits of lost souls reside in torment. It is their prison. 
 
If this is the case, then how did the spirit of the beast, the Antichrist, get there in the first place? When did this 
spirit arrive in the Abyss? Some say that this occurred when Judas Iscariot died. The Antichrist will thus be the 
traitor Judas Iscariot reincarnated.  
 
This is further supported in the New Testament. When Simon Peter spoke to his fellow disciples about the 
need to replace Judas, he characterized this personage as follows: 
 

And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have 
chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place” (Acts 1:24,25 ESV) 

 
It is said of no other character in the Bible that at his death he went “to his own place.” When these two 
passages of Scripture are placed together, we find that Judas went “to his own place,” the Abyss, and that the 
beast ascends out of the Abyss. Thus, these two characters are the same person. 
 
6.    The Beast Was Not, Is, But Will Be 
 
We have a further description of the nature of this beast later in the Book of Revelation. The following 
explanation is given: 
 

The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction. 
The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of 
the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come 
(Revelation 17:8 NIV). 

 
The Word of God says that the beast shall come up out of the Abyss and that he shall go into perdition or 
destruction: 
 

The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his 
destruction (Revelation 17:11 NIV). 
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We learn four things about the beast, or the final Antichrist, from comparing these verses. They can be summed 
up as follows. 
 
First, he “was.” This seems to mean that he once was living on the earth. 
 
Second, he “is not.” This description seems to mean that he was not on the earth at that time but that he 
formerly had been. In other words, he left the earth through his death. His spirit, after death went to the Abyss. 
 
Third, he shall “come out of the Abyss.” His spirit now comes up from the Abyss, the prison house of dead 
spirits, and returns to the earth. 
 
Finally, he shall “go into perdition or destruction.” In other words, he will eventually go away to eternal 
destruction. 
 
These truths fit well with Judas being the coming Antichrist. He was alive, then died and his spirit went to 
Hades, the place of the dead. At some future time, his spirit will come up from Hades and will go back to the 
earth to live in another human being. Finally, he shall be sent away to eternal punishment. 
 
 7.   The End Of The Beast 
 
The final fate for the beast is recorded in the Book of Revelation: 
 

And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which 
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur (Revelation 19:20 ESV). 

 
Antichrist, along with the false prophet, will be thrown alive into the Lake of Fire. Instead of returning to the 
Abyss where he came from, he is sent away to his final fate.  
 
The fact that the beast, the Antichrist, is distinct from Satan is clear. The devil is sent to the Abyss for this 
specific period of time only to be released at the end of the one-thousand-year Millennium.  
 
This basically sums up the biblical case for the coming Antichrist to be a reincarnation of the disciple of Jesus, 
Judas Iscariot.  
 
Response: Judas Is A Type Of Antichrist 
 
While there are Bible-believers who believe that Judas and Antichrist are one-in-the-same person, a better 
answer is that Judas is a type of Antichrist. Indeed, while there are resemblances between the two of them, 
there are a number of reasons as to why the idea of Antichrist being Judas reincarnated is ruled out. 
 
For one thing, as we have explained in a previous book, What Happens One Second After We Die? We discover 
that reincarnation, the belief that someone who dies can return in a later life as another person, is something 
that the Bible says cannot happen. Once a person is dead, they do not come back to life again as another human 
being. Therefore, Antichrist could not be Judas Iscariot reincarnated! 
 
Second, the passages used to indicate that Antichrist is the reincarnation of Judas certainly do not have to be 
interpreted in that way. Indeed, there are other ways to understand what these passages are saying without 
resorting to the idea of reincarnation.  
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Third, as noted in previous questions, there is the timing factor. The devil does not know when the Antichrist 
will come upon the scene of history. Indeed, the return of Jesus Christ is something that God, and He alone, 
knows and controls.  
 
Jesus made that clear when He said the following about His return to the earth: 
 

But as for that day and hour no one knows it-not even the angels in heaven-except the Father alone 
(Matthew 24:36 NET). 

 
Note that no created being, whether human or supernatural, knows when the Lord will return. Therefore, it is 
not possible that Antichrist could be Judas reincarnated because this coming Caesar suddenly appears on the 
scene during the last seven-year period before the Lord returns; a time which is unknown to Satan. 
 
Consequently, these three reasons rule out any physical connection between the Antichrist and Judas. 
 
However, there is perhaps some type of demonic link between the two. In fact, one could argue that the same 
demonic spirit who possessed Judas will also possess this final Antichrist. This is certainly possible. Yet there 
does not seem to be enough information to make the connection certain.  
 
What we can conclude is this: when all is said and done, Judas Iscariot, and the final Antichrist will be two of 
the most despised individuals who have ever lived. 
 
Summary To Question 24  
What Is The Theory That Antichrist Will Be Judas Iscariot Reincarnated? 
 
It has been held by some Bible-believers that the final Antichrist is actually the reincarnation of the disciple of 
Jesus who betrayed Him, Judas Iscariot. The support for this view is as follows. 
 
To begin with, the coming Antichrist is linked with the nation of Israel. At first, he will be their friend but he 
will eventually turn on them. This will occur after three-and one-half years. In the same manner, Judas was a 
friend of Jesus for three-and one-half years before he betrayed him. 
 
We are also told that Israel will make an agreement with Death and Hades. The coming Antichrist, the rider on 
the pale horse in the Book of Revelation, is called Death and Hades. Hades is the place where the spirits of the 
unbelieving dead are housed. This is same place from where the final Antichrist originates. Hades is also where 
Judas went upon his death. This fact links Judas with the origin of Antichrist. 
 
Judas is called “the son of perdition” by Jesus, while Paul calls the future Antichrist by the same name. This, it 
is claimed, indicates that they are the same personage.  
 
While Judas was a genuine human being, he seems to be more than that, a demonic spirit inhabiting a human 
body. Indeed, Jesus called him both “a man” and “the devil.” He was a human being who was possessed by 
some devilish spirit which took over his body. 
 
When Judas died, Scripture says that he went to “his own place.” This place is the Abyss, the bottomless pit. 
This is significant because the Book of Revelation tells us the beast, the Antichrist, will arise from the bottomless 
pit.  
 
Revelation also tells us the beast, the Antichrist, did exist on the earth at one time, left the earth through death, 
and then returned to the earth from the bottomless pit. This precisely describes Judas Iscariot. 
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The final end of the beast will be the lake of fire. The fact that he is distinct from the devil is made clear. When 
the beast, Antichrist, is thrown into the lake of fire, the devil is sent to the Abyss. This shows that while the 
beast may be a human who is indwelt by a demonic spirit, that spirit is not the devil himself. 
 
It is for these reasons that some Bible students have thought that the coming Antichrist will be the reincarnation 
of Judas Iscariot. 
 
Yet a better answer is that Judas is a type of Antichrist rather than being the same human being reincarnated. 
Indeed, according to Scripture, reincarnation is not something that can occur. Therefore, the possibility of 
Antichrist being Judas is ruled out. Furthermore, the passages used to support the idea do not have to be 
interpreted in this manner.  
 
Finally, the timing will not work. Antichrist appears at the end of this age, a few short years before the return 
of Christ. The timing of this is completely in the control of the Lord. While the Lord certainly knows who this 
final Antichrist will be, there is nothing in Scripture that indicates that the devil knows this ahead of time. To 
the contrary, the Bible is clear that this is something only the Lord knows. Therefore, Satan could not arrange 
ahead of time for Judas to reappear in the future as the “man of sin.” 
 
As we indicated, Judas is a type of Antichrist; possibly possessed by the same demonic spirit that will eventually 
possess this coming Caesar. However, to say they are the same personage is going way beyond what the Bible 
allows. 
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Question 25 
 

How Does The Final Antichrist Fit With The  
Period Known As, “The Times Of The Gentiles? 

 
To correctly appreciate the place of the final Antichrist in biblical history, it is necessary to understand what 
Scripture says about a period known as “the times of the Gentiles.” Once we understand how the times of the 
Gentiles fits into the overall plan of God, then the appearance and rule of the coming Antichrist will become 
much clearer.  
 
The Times Of The Gentiles According To Jesus 
 
Jesus alone spoke of a period known as the “times of the Gentiles.” Luke records Him saying the following: 
 

They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled 
underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (Luke 21:24 ESV). 

 
Jesus’ use of this phrase is the first and only time we find it in the Scripture. Basically it predicts that Gentiles 
will dominate the city of Jerusalem until this period of time, the times of the Gentiles, is fulfilled.  
 
What does this phrase mean? Are we still in the “times of the Gentiles” since Jerusalem is no longer in Gentile 
control? Or, has the times of the Gentiles ended? 
 
The Times Of The Gentiles Defined: Gentile Rule Over Jerusalem 
 
We can define the ‘the times of the Gentiles” as follows: it refers to the period of time when Gentiles rule over 
the city of Jerusalem. This began about 606 B.C. with King Nebuchadnezzar’s deportation of the people from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. The times of the Gentiles will conclude at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ when 
Jerusalem will no longer be subject to Gentile rule.  
 
While Jerusalem has had periodic times in the last two thousand six hundred years when Gentiles did not 
dominate the city, as they are presently, there is another component of the “times of the Gentiles” which is 
essential to understand. Jerusalem must again be ruled by a King from the line of David for the times of the 
Gentiles to end. This has not occurred for over 2,600 years! 
 
No Descendant Of David Has Ruled Since 587 B.C. 
 
We need to explain the historical situation. Around 587 B.C., King Zedekiah of Judah was blinded by the 
Babylonians and then taken captive to the city of Babylon. He was the last King of Judah who was a physical 
descendent of the royal line of David who ruled in Jerusalem. Nobody from David’s line has ruled since that 
time.  
 
After the Jews returned from Babylonian captivity they were placed under the rule of a number of different 
nations. This includes the Persians, the Greeks led by Alexander the Great, the Ptolemies of Egypt, and the 
Seleucid’s of Syria.  
 
166 B.C. Israel Again Had Kings But They Were Not From David’s Line 
 
However, there was about a one-hundred-year period when the Jews were again ruled by their own kings. 
Between the time of the Maccabean revolt, 166 B.C. and the time the Romans began to rule Jerusalem, 64 B.C., 
there were Jewish kings who ruled over the people of Jerusalem.  
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However, these installed kings were from the Hasmonean dynasty, which was a priestly family. They were not 
from the tribe of Judah, or the line of David, as the Scriptures demands of the legitimate kings.  
 
The Romans ruled Jerusalem from about 64 B.C. until they destroyed the city and temple in A.D. 70. At that 
time the Jews were sent into exile. In A.D. 135 the Jews again ruled Jerusalem for a few short years but this 
revolt was soon crushed. The people then became scattered throughout the earth. 
 
Yet one of the greatest miracles of history occurred on May 14, 1948, when the modern state of Israel was 
reborn. However, the city of Jerusalem was still under Gentile rule. It was not until 1967 that the Old City of 
Jerusalem was captured by the Israelis and that the entire city was unified under Jewish control. This is how it 
remains until the present. Although the Jews again control the city of Jerusalem there is no king ruling in Israel 
from the line of David. 
 
In other words, the rule from David’s family ceased at the time of the Babylonian captivity and it has not ever 
returned. It will return again when the greater Son of David, the Lord Jesus, begins His rule in Jerusalem. This 
will only happen when He returns to the earth. Until this occurs, we are in the times of the Gentiles. 
 
There Will Be Gentile Rule Over Jerusalem In The Future By Antichrist 
 
As we mentioned, while there have been periodic episodes of Jewish rule over the city of Jerusalem in the last 
two thousand six hundred years, Jerusalem has been characterized by Gentile domination.  
 
Though presently there is Jewish control over the city, according to the prophetic Scripture, this control will 
again be lost to the Gentiles. This is where the predicted Antichrist enters the scene. 
 
Antichrist Will Be The Last Gentile King 
 
He will be the last Gentile king who rules over Jerusalem. After making a pact or agreement with the Jewish 
people to reinstitute their sacrifices and their worship, he will break that agreement. Antichrist will become a 
worldwide ruler with the seat of His power near the city of Jerusalem. Like Nebuchadnezzar of old, a Gentile 
king will again dominate the city of Jerusalem.  
 
However, this will be the last time that this occurs. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ will end Gentile rule 
over Jerusalem once and for all.  
 
Yet before this happens, Jerusalem will again be subject to the rule of the Gentiles. 
 
Summary To Question 25  
How Does The Final Antichrist Fit With In With The Period Known As “The Times Of The Gentiles? 
 
It is important that we know where the coming Antichrist fits into the plan of biblical history. To be able to 
understand this, we must appreciate what the Scripture has to say about a period of time Jesus spoke of. It is 
known as “the times of the Gentiles.” 
 
Simply stated, the “times of the Gentiles” consists of the period when the city of Jerusalem has been without a 
king from the line of David. This began about 587 B.C. at the time of the destruction of the city and the temple, 
as well as the deportation of the people to Babylon. This time period continues until the present. For the greater 
part of the last twenty-six hundred years, Jerusalem has been under Gentile domination.  
 
While Jerusalem had a few kings which ruled for about a one-hundred-year period before the time of Christ, 
166 B.C. to 64 B.C., none of them were from the royal line of David. 
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Israel became a modern state in 1948. The city of Jerusalem came under complete Jewish control in 1967 and 
it is now in the hands of Jews, not Gentiles. While there is presently Jewish, not Gentile, rule over the city, there 
is no king ruling from David’s line. We are still in the times of the Gentiles. 
 
This is where the predicted Antichrist enters the scene. Once again, there will be Gentile domination over the 
city when the coming man of sin makes a treaty with the Jewish nation, and then breaks his treaty. At that time 
he exerts his authoritarian rule over them.  
 
His oppressive domination over Jerusalem will come to an end when Jesus Christ returns to the earth. Until 
this wonderful event occurs, we are still in the times of the Gentiles. When Christ comes back to the earth the 
times of the Gentiles will be once-and-for-all over. Jerusalem will again be ruled by a rightful King, the King of 
Kings! 
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Question 26 
 

What Qualities Will  
Antichrist Possess? 

 
If there is a final Antichrist, who is an actual human being, then what are the qualities which he possesses? 
What attributes does this man have which makes him distinct from all others? Scripture has the following to 
say about the characteristics the coming Antichrist will have. 
 
1. He Will Be Different From Other Men 
 
The first thing that we note is that Antichrist will be different from all other men, so different that all the people 
of the world will be saying, “Who is like him?” John described the response in this manner: 
 

One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 
(Revelation 13:3–4 ESV).  

 
He is one-of-a-kind. With this sort of leader at the control, his kingdom will differ from all other kingdoms, 
past and present. 
                               
2. He Will Have Great Intellect 
 
We also find that he will be a person of great intellect. Daniel called him an “insolent king skilled in intrigue:”  
 

And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, 
one who understands riddles, shall arise (Daniel 8:23 ESV). 

 
The New Testament also emphasizes that this man of sin, the beast, will possess an amazingly high degree of 
intelligence. For one thing, he rises up out of the sea of nations:  
 

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and 

blasphemous names on its heads (Revelation 13:1 ESV).  
 
He demonstrates his unique abilities among these ten kings, so that they decide to give their power into his 
hands: 
 

These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast (Revelation 17:13 ESV).  
 
Satan himself recognizes his qualifications for leadership and gives to the beast “his power, his throne, and his 
authority:”  
 

And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. 
And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority (Revelation 13:2 ESV). 

 
This brilliant personage is in the complete control of Satan. 
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3. He Will Be An Outstanding Speaker 
 
Another trait of the beast is his public speaking ability. It seems that he will be able to communicate to the 
masses. In fact, both testaments emphasize the fact that this future man of sin will be a great speaker, perhaps 
the greatest orator ever.  
 
The Book of Revelation describes him as having a “mouth like that of a lion.” The Scripture reads: 
 

The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The 
dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority (Revelation 13:2 NIV). 

 
This passage suggests he has regal or kingly authority with which he speaks. The content of his speaking is 
“great blasphemies against God.” John wrote: 
 

Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies against God. And he was given authority to do 
what he wanted for forty-two months. And he spoke terrible words of blasphemy against God, slandering 
his name and all who live in heaven, who are his temple (Revelation 13:5,6 NLT). 

 
Indeed, he is introduced as a person of blasphemy. Again, we read in the Book of Revelation:  
 

The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and 
seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name (Revelation 13:1 NIV). 

 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus described the coming Antichrist as one who comes in his own name. He put it 
this way: 
 

I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him (John 5:43 ESV). 

 
The favorite subject of Antichrist will be himself. 
 
We also read in the book of Daniel that his speech will consist of horrific things against the true God:  
 

And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall 
speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for 
what is decreed shall be done (Daniel 11:36 ESV). 

 
Therefore, we can conclude that he will be an outstanding orator who will continuously speak evil things against 
the living and true God. 
                    
4. He Will Be A Great Political Leader 
 
The Bible emphasizes the ability of the beast as a political leader. He is described as follows: 
 

As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. And 

the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive 
authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast (Revelation 17:11,12 ESV).  

 
The Antichrist will be the supreme ruler at the head of an organization which will seemingly be controlling the 
whole earth. The Bible says: 
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And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, 
saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” And the beast was given a mouth uttering 
haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months (Revelation 
13:4-5 ESV). 

 
The world will be his for forty-two months. 
 
5. Antichrist Will Be A Great Military Leader 
 
He also has the qualities of a great military leader. The initial description of him is as follows: 
 

And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he 
came out conquering, and to conquer (Revelation 6:2 ESV) 

 
He will be a great military leader. Indeed, he will be able to conquer nations.   In fact, we are told that he honors 
“the god of fortresses:”  
 

What he will honor is a god of fortresses-a god his fathers did not acknowledge (Daniel 11:37 NET). 
 
The only “god” he will honor is the god of military power. In other words, his “god,” his religion, is to build 
up his military might so that he might conquer others. Indeed, with this overwhelming military power as his 
god he will destroy all those who challenge him. 
 
On the other hand, those who give their allegiance to this “coming Caesar” will be rewarded by him. 
 

To those who recognize him he will grant considerable honor. He will place them in authority over many 
people, and he will parcel out land for a price (Daniel 11:39 NET). 

 
6. He Will Be An Economic Genius: He Will Control The Commerce Of The World 
 
This man of sin will also control the economics of the world. Indeed, no commerce will be able to take place 
without recognizing him. The Bible says his promoter, the false prophet, causes everyone in the world to take 
the mark of this beast: 
 

He also caused everyone (small and great, rich and poor, free and slave) to obtain a mark on their right 
hand or on their forehead. Thus no one was allowed to buy or sell things unless he bore the mark of the 
beast- that is, his name or his number. This calls for wisdom:  Let the one who has insight calculate the 
beastʼs number, for it is manʼs number, and his number is 666 (Revelation 13:16-18 ESV). 

 
He will be in control of everything. 
                                                                     
7. He Will Be The Object Of Worship 
 
Since this coming “man of sin” has all of these abilities, he will also be an object of worship. The Word of God 
informs us of the following: 
 

And all those who live on the earth will worship the beast, everyone whose name has not been written 
since the foundation of the world in the book of life belonging to the Lamb who was killed (Revelation 
13:8 NET). 

  
These things characterize the coming Antichrist according to Scripture. As can readily be seen, he will be a 
unique individual with outstanding abilities. Tragically, these abilities will be used for evil, not for good. 
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Summary To Question 26   
What Qualities Will A Final Antichrist Possess? 
 
The Bible speaks of a final Antichrist which will come on the world scene some seven years before the return 
of Jesus Christ. This man of sin, the beast, will have some amazing qualities.  
 
Scripture says that he will be unlike all other men. This final Antichrist will be a one-of-a-kind human being. 
He has no peers; nobody has ever appeared who is like him. 
 
Among his unique abilities is that of public speaking. Antichrist will speak like a king. He will have an uncanny 
ability to sway the masses in his speech. Seemingly, it will be almost hypnotic. The content of his speech will 
be words of blasphemy against the God of Scripture. 
 
Coupled with his public speaking capacity is the great intellect he will possess. This lawless one will seemingly 
have all the answers to the problems of the world. People will flock to him because of his problem-solving 
ability, and his magnetic way of explaining how they can be solved. Everyone will want to hear him. 
 
Because of these abilities he possesses, the final Antichrist will be the greatest political leader the world has ever 
known. He will be able to accomplish things which other politicians have not been able to accomplish. 
Antichrist will make the impossible possible. 
 
His abilities will not be limited to political realities. He will also be a military genius who defeats enemy armies 
with ease. Nothing seems beyond his abilities. 
 
The man of sin will eventually be a world ruler who will control the economy of the entire world. He will 
seemingly own everything. 
 
This will lead to the final quality or characteristic he will possess, the need to be worshipped. He will, in fact, 
demand worship from those who live upon the earth.  
 
The worship of this individual will be facilitated by the religious leader who is his promoter, the false prophet. 
Those who do not worship this Antichrist will be put to death. The entire world will be his for a short period 
of time. 
 
This briefly sums up the unique attributes that the coming Antichrist will possess. 
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Question 27 
 

What Will Be The Career  
Of Antichrist? 

 
Scripture tells us a number of things about the events in the life of this coming man of sin, the final Antichrist. 
Though we cannot be absolutely certain about the exact chronology of these events, we are able to list the main 
things that the Bible records. They can be summed up as follows. 
 
1. He Will Appear At The Time Of The End 
 
Scripture is clear that the final Antichrist will not appear on the stage of history until the time of the end. The 
Lord said the following to the prophet Daniel: 
 

As Gabriel approached the place where I was standing, I became so terrified that I fell with my face to the 
ground. “Son of man,” he said, “you must understand that the events you have seen in your vision relate 
to the time of the end” (Daniel 8:17 NLT). 

 
Indeed, his coming signals the time of the end. He cannot appear before these last days, since his coming sets 
the stage for the soon return of Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is clear that the final Antichrist has not yet arrived 
on the scene. 
 
As we previously mentioned, many antichrists have come, many are here now, but there is a final one who is 
coming. John wrote: 
 

Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists 
have appeared (1 John 2:18 NET). 

 
The final Antichrist will appear at the time of the end. 
 
2. His Arrival Will Signal The Beginning Of The Prophetic Period, The Day Of The Lord 
 
The Bible says that Antichrist’s coming will commence a prophetic period known as the “Day of the Lord.” 
Paul wrote about this time to the church at Thessalonica. He said: 
 

And now, brothers and sisters, let us tell you about the coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we 
will be gathered together to meet him. Please don’t be so easily shaken and troubled by those who say that 
the day of the Lord has already begun. Even if they claim to have had a vision, a revelation, or a letter 
supposedly from us, don’t believe them. Don’t be fooled by what they say. For that day will not come until 
there is a great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed--the one who brings destruction 
(2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 NLT). 

 
This period cannot begin until Antichrist arrives on the scene.  
 
We explain the “Day of the Lord” in detail in our book Look Up A Timeline of 50 Last Days Events (Event 4).  
 
Simply put, the “day of the Lord” refers of a specific time in the future when the Lord Himself will divinely 
intervene in our world in a number of direct ways. Included under the expression is a large group of prophetic 
events predicted in both the Old and the New Testaments.  
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3. The Final Antichrist Is Presently Being Restrained By Someone Or Something 
 
We know that someone or some “thing” is presently restraining, or holding back, the appearance of Antichrist. 
Paul wrote the following to the Thessalonians: 
 

And you know what is holding him back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes (2 Thessalonians 
2:6 NLT). 

 
The pre-tribulation rapture view holds that the Lord will take the true believers out of the world before the 
final seven-year period of God’s wrath upon the earth. It is variously known as “The “Seventieth Week of 
Daniel,” “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble. It is also called “The Great Tribulation” though technically, this phrase 
only refers to the last half of this seven-year period. 
 
According to the pre-tribulation view, immediately following the rapture of the church, the final Antichrist will 
be revealed. Until that time, his true identity will remain unknown to the world.  
 
The reason he cannot be revealed before this time is because the Holy Spirit of God, through the believers 
living upon the earth, is presently restraining the coming man of sin. Once the believers are removed through 
the rapture, this evil personage can then be revealed for who he really is. 
 
Other views of the rapture of the church, the mid-tribulation, the pre-wrath, and post-tribulation view, believe 
the restrainer of Antichrist consists of something else. However, all agree on this point: the final Antichrist is 
presently being restrained. 
 
For a defense of the Pre-Tribulation view of the rapture of the church, see our book The Rapture and The Pre-
Trib Rapture Defended.” 
 
4. He Will Appear As An Inconspicuous Figure 
 
Antichrist appears on the scene of world history as an inconspicuous figure. This is explained for us in the 
Book of Daniel. We read of his rise from obscurity: 
 

After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening 
and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot 
whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. “While I was thinking 
about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three of 
the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human being and a mouth 
that spoke boastfully” (Daniel 7:7-8 NIV). 

 
He is called a “little horn.” This indicates his rise is from relative obscurity. Therefore, he will not be someone 
who has an immediate high profile. 
 
5.   He Will Appear As A Man Of Peace 
 
He starts out upon a career of conquest by peaceful means. In the Book of Revelation, we are introduced to 
the four horsemen of the apocalypse. Scripture says: 
 

I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say 
in a voice like thunder, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and 
he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest (Revelation 6:1–2 NIV). 
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Some interpreters believe that the person who sits on the white horse is a reference to the conquering Christ. 
Indeed, in Revelation 19, we are told that He returns to the world with the armies of heaven on a “white horse:” 
 

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many 
diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, 
white and pure, were following him on white horses (Revelation 19:11-14 ESV) 

 
However, in this context, there is negativity associated with all of the other riders on the horses. Therefore it is 
better to understand this is reference to the Final Antichrist. The white horse would then be an evil parody of 
Jesus. Although he first appears as a “man of peace” he will establish his worldwide rule by brute force.  
 
6. He Will Seemingly Make A Peace Treaty With Israel 
 
This brings us to our next point. The final Antichrist makes, or confirms, a treaty or covenant with the Jews. 
Daniel wrote about this agreement: 
 

He will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven (Daniel 9:27 NLT). 
 
While the word “peace” is not used in describing this treaty, or covenant, this seems to be the best way of 
understanding what takes place. Indeed, it fits the idea that this individual is initially seen as a person who brings 
“peace” to the world. This man of sin will do everything in his own name, or authority. Jesus said of him: 
 

I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him (John 5:43 ESV). 

 
He will be welcomed by the Jews because of this treaty. The nation which rejected Jesus as their Messiah will 
receive this man as the one whom they will place their hope. 
 
The phrase “one set of seven” refers to a period of seven years.  The particular peace treaty will begin the 
seventieth week of Daniel, also known as the time of Jacob’s trouble. It is the last seven years in this age in 
which we live before Jesus Christ returns. Therefore, this is a very significant event. 
 
7.    This Treaty Will Likely Involve Jerusalem And The Temple Mount 
 
This treaty will seemingly allow the Jews to take complete possession of the area of the Temple Mount, the 
place where the First and Second Temple stood. We read about the measuring of the temple in the Book of 
Revelation. It says: 
 

Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple of God and 
the altar and those who worship there, but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for 

it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months. And I will grant 
authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth” (Revelation 
11:1–3 ESV).  

 
The fact that the temple is measured assumes that it exists at that time and that it is under the control of the 
Israelis. We are not told what Antichrist receives in return for making this deal with the nation. See our book 
The Jews, Jerusalem, and the Coming Temple for further information on this subject. 
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8.     He Will Head Up A Ten Nation Political Confederacy 
 
It seems that at the same time when he negotiates this peace treaty with the Jews, he becomes the head of a 
ten-nation confederacy. Scripture speaks of this confederacy in the following manner: 
 

The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and 
seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name (Revelation 13:1 NIV). 

 
The “beast” as we have mentioned, is one of the many descriptions of the final Antichrist. We read the 
explanation of the ten horns later in the Book of Revelation. It says: 
 

The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will 
receive authority as kings along with the beast. They have one purpose and will give their power and 
authority to the beast (Revelation 17:12–13 NIV). 

 
The ten horns are ten kings. They give their complete authority to this beast, the Final Antichrist. 
 
9. The Confederacy Will Become A World Power 
 
By the middle of this final seven-year period, this ten-nation confederacy will be a world power. The Book of 
Revelation says:  
 

The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and conquer them. He was given ruling authority 
over every tribe, people, language, and nation (Revelation 13:7 NET).  

 
He has complete authority over everything and everyone. In other words, worldwide domination. 
 
10. He Will Break The Agreements He Made With His Allies 
 
Since this final Antichrist is the ultimate liar, he will break the agreements and various the alliances which he 
had previously made.  
 
First, the Babylonian system of these “last days,” which is described as a woman riding a beast, is no longer 
needed. Antichrist only used it to gain world power. Once he has the power, this institution can be done away 
with. The ten-nation confederation, which is under his control, destroys this system called the harlot or 
prostitute:  
 

The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her 
naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his 
purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power to rule, until God’s words are fulfilled (Revelation 17:16–
17 NIV). 

 
This reveals that it was foolish to place any trust in this man. 
 
11. He Will Break The Covenant With The Jews 
 
The agreement with the Jews will also be broken in the midst of the seven-year period. The Bible explains it 
this way: 
 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 
that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27 NIV). 
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Antichrist will put an end to the sacrifices which were being offered in the temple. He will then turn upon the 
nation which embraced him, Israel. 
 
Paul wrote about what will occur when the people think they are at peace: 
 

Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” 
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape (1 
Thessalonians 5:1-3 NIV). 

 
There will be no safety for them. In fact, when they think they have peace then destruction will suddenly come 
upon them.  
 
12. The Beast Kills The Two Witnesses 
 
During the last seven-year period before the return of the Lord Jesus, known as the seventieth week of Daniel, 
two witnesses arrive on the scene who supernaturally testify to the Lord for three-and one-half years. After 
their mission is complete, the Bible says that the final Antichrist is allowed to kill them: 
 

And when they [the two witnesses] have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless 
pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them (Revelation 11:7 ESV). 

 
Here we have the first specific reference to this personage as the “beast.” In the Book of Revelation there are 
some 38 references in all. He is introduced as the beast when he is allowed to murder these two witnesses of 
the Lord. 
 
While John wrote that there are many antichrists, there is only one “beast” who will rule the world. The word 
“beast” conjures up the idea of a cruel creature. This is precisely who this final Antichrist is by nature. The term 
“beast” is reserved for this particular individual, or the group that he leads. 
 
13. He Rises From The Abyss, The Bottomless Pit 
 
From this verse, we also learn something about his origin. He rises out of the abyss, the bottomless pit:  
 

And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on 
them and conquer them and kill them (Revelation 11:7 ESV). 

 
The Book of Revelation also says: 
 

The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the Abyss and go to its 
destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet 
will come (Revelation 17:8 NIV). 

 
The beast arises from this place. This has led to speculation that this final Antichrist will actually be inhabited 
or possessed by some demonic spirit from the abyss.  
 
The abyss, the bottomless pit, is the prison house of evil spirits. In some sense, though human, the Final 
Antichrist originates from there. (For a more complete look at the subject of the abyss, or the bottomless pit, 
see our book Hell: The Final Destination Of Unbelievers). 
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14. He Arises From The Sea 
 
We are provided further information about his origin. As we noted in our previous point, the beast is said to 
rise from the abyss, the bottomless pit. We are now told that he also arises from the sea:  
 

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea (Revelation 13:1 ESV) 
 
The Sea Can Symbolically Refer To God’s Enemies 
 
The sea is used symbolically in the Bible for those who are in opposition to God: 
 

But the wicked are like the tossing sea; for it cannot be quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt. There is 
no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” (Isaiah 57:20-21 ESV). 

 
Therefore, this is a further indication that this personage is an enemy of the Living God. 
 
The Sea Monster 
 
Furthermore, the imagery of the sea monster is used throughout the entire Old Testament to represent those 
evil kingdoms who persecute the people of God. Therefore, “the sea” in this context would have an evil 
connotation.  
 
15.   He Is Further Described As Having Ten Horns, Seven Heads  

With Ten Diadems (Crowns) On The Horns 
 
Four more things then are revealed about him:  
 

[The beast arises] …. with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous 
names on its heads (Revelation 13:1) 

 
He symbolically has ten horns, seven heads, ten diadems, or crowns, on the horns as well as blasphemous 
names on the seven heads.  
 
The Dragon And The Beast 
 
Interestingly, in the previous chapter, the dragon, the devil, is also described the same way as the “beast:” 
 

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on 
his heads seven diadems (Revelation 12:3 ESV). 

 
While the beast in chapter thirteen is described in the same way as the dragon in chapter twelve, they are two 
different personages.  
 
The Ten Horns 
 
With respect to the beast, the ten horns represent the ten countries, or rulers, that will join him in a “last days” 
coalition of nations. Daniel had previously written about these “ten horns:”  
 

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly 
strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It 
was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns (Daniel 7:7 ESV). 
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The fourth beast in Daniel’s vision refers to the Roman Empire. Rome will be revived in the “last days.” 
Consequently, this geographical area is from where the Final Antichrist originates. 
 
The Seven Heads And Ten Diadems (Crowns) 
 
There is no consensus of opinion as to what the seven heads refers to or the ten diadems. Some think the seven 
heads refers to the seven world kingdoms that have existed until this time. Others believe it refers to seven 
successive kings or kingdoms that are ruling during the reign of the Final Antichrist. 
 
Likewise, the ten crowns or diadems have a number of different possible meanings according to Bible students. 
It may refer to the political power of the Antichrist. What we do know is that it is describing his kingdom. 
 
Blasphemous Names 
 
The blasphemous words connected to this final Antichrist are a recurring theme about this personage. He 
consistently blasphemes the God of the Bible. 
 
16. He Will Receive Some Type Of Fatal Head Wound 
 
This seems to be the significant event in the life of the coming Antichrist. The Bible says: 
 

One of the beastʼs heads appeared to have been killed, but the lethal wound had been healed. And the 
whole world followed the beast in amazement (Revelation 13:3 NET). 

 
There is some question as to what actually happens here. Does the “Final Antichrist” actually die and then 
somehow come back to life. This is a popular view, but it is not the only possibility. 
 
To some commentators, the phrase “one of the “beast’s heads” seems to rule out his personal death and phony 
resurrection. In addition, while it says that “one of the heads is wounded to death,” nowhere does it say that 
beast himself is dead.  
 
Therefore, perhaps the “he” is not speaking about him personally but rather something else. It has been 
suggested that this is referring to the revived Roman Empire from which he is the head, or the leader. As we 
saw in the previous point, Daniel 7:7 describes the fourth empire in his vision as “the beast.” Therefore, both 
the person of Antichrist as well as his empire, can be describes as a “beast.” 
 
Furthermore, the idea that this “head” refers to his empire, and not merely to the beast himself, is consistent 
of what we find in Scripture. Recall Nebuchadnezzar was called “the head of gold” in Daniel’s interpretation 
of the king’s dream. The reference was to his kingdom, not only to Nebuchadnezzar personally. 
 
In other words, it seems that the government of the beast looks like it will in some sense be dead, but it 
somehow miraculously returns to life.  
 
17. He Becomes The Beast, A Man Controlled By Satan 
 
At this point, it appears that this man goes from a world leader in politics to a worldwide dictator. He is now 
the beast, a satanically controlled individual:  
 

And the whole world followed the beast in amazement; they worshiped the dragon because he had given 
ruling authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast too, saying: “Who is like the beast?” and “Who 
is able to make war against him?” The beast was given a mouth speaking proud words and blasphemies, 
and he was permitted to exercise ruling authority for forty-two months (Revelation 13:4-5 NET). 
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Let us not miss the statement that the people on earth actually worship the dragon, Satan, or the devil. He is 
mentioned first. 
 
The dragon is the one who gives the ruling authority to this personage. The world watches these events in 
amazement. Recall, the beast, the Final Antichrist, is the one who was allowed to kill the two witnesses 
(Revelation 11:7). (For information on this personage, Satan, or the devil, we have an entire book on the subject 
that deals with him in great detail… Satan: Our Adversary The Devil). 
 
After the worship of the dragon, the beast, the Final Antichrist is also worshipped. It seems that he is viewed 
as some sort of invincible individual. Seemingly nobody is able to defeat him in any type of military engagement. 
 
Again, we find have the emphasis that this personage speaks arrogant and blasphemous words against the Lord. 
 
The satanically inspired rule of this individual will only last three-and-one-half years. It will be the last half of 
the final seven-year period, the “Great Tribulation.” While it is only a relatively short period of time, it will be 
the worst three and a half years that our planet will ever experience. 
 
18. As Antichrist Rules Politically He Curses The Living God 
 
The political rule of the entire world begins. The Bible says the following will happen: 
 

So the beast opened his mouth to blaspheme against God - to blaspheme both his name and his dwelling 
place, that is, those who dwell in heaven. The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and 
conquer them. He was given ruling authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation, and all those 
who live on the earth will worship the beast, everyone whose name has not been written since the 
foundation of the world in the book of life belonging to the Lamb who was killed (Revelation 13:6-8 NET). 

 
As a worldwide ruler, the beast feels free to curse the God of Scripture. This includes all who belong to Him 
whether in the heaven or on the earth. 
 
We are also told that this final Antichrist will overcome those “saints” who have put their faith in Christ. This 
would be a reference to those who placed their faith in Christ at some time during this last seven-year period, 
the tribulation saints. Also, we should note that it is again mentioned that he was “given authority” to rule 
everyone. The ultimate evil belongs to the devil. 
 
We are also told that those who belong to this evil world system are the ones worshipping the beast. In contrast, 
those who have believed in Jesus Christ do not worship the devil or this evil emissary of him. 
 
19. A Second Beast Arrives On The Scene: The False Prophet 
 
Another beast arrives on the scene to promote the final Antichrist. He is known as the “false prophet,” or the 
“second beast.” The Bible explains him as follows: 
 

Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, but he spoke 
with the voice of a dragon. He exercised all the authority of the first beast (Revelation 13:11 NLT). 

 
This second beast comes up from the earth. While some believe it may refer to the land of Israel, since the 
same Greek word can mean either “land” or “earth,” it is also possible that the reference here is contrasted to 
heaven, the origin of the Lord.  
 
In other words, there is nothing “divine” or “heavenly” about this second beast, he is from our fallen world. 
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His horns make him appear as a lamb but, in point of fact, he spoke like a dragon. The dragon is one of many 
symbols of the devil.  
 
We should also notice that it says that he had been given the same authority as the “first beast.” 
 
20. The False Prophet Forces The People On The Earth To Worship The Final Antichrist  
 
Exercising his authority, this “second beast” causes the people of the earth to worship the first beast: 
 

And he required all the earth and its people to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 
He did astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was 
watching. And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all 
the people who belong to this world (Revelation 13:12-14 NLT). 

 
The Fatal Head Wound And Forced Worship 
 
Again the healing of the fatal head wound is highlighted. This will be the reason that this “second beast” will 
require the people to worship the “first beast.” Notice that the worship will be “forced upon” all the remaining 
people of the earth, though some will rebel.  
 
Fire Coming Down From Heaven 
 
Add to this, this second beast is able to do perform amazing signs. This includes bringing fire down from the 
sky to the earth. This fiery miracle would be reminiscent of two different previous biblical episodes.  
 
On one occasion, Elijah the prophet was able to call down fire from heaven to destroy his enemies: 
 

Then he [the king] sent an army captain with fifty soldiers to arrest him [Elijah]. They found him sitting on 
top of a hill. The captain said to him, “Man of God, the king has commanded you to come down with us.” 
But Elijah replied to the captain, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and destroy you 
and your fifty men!” Then fire fell from heaven and killed them all (2 Kings 1:9,10 NLT). 

 
Earlier in the Book of Revelation, the two witnesses were able to have fire come from their mouths to destroy 
their enemies: 
 

And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes (Revelation 11:5 
ESV). 

 
Therefore, in the past, the God of the Bible has allowed his servants to call down fire and consume their 
enemies. 
 
Everything The False Prophet Does Is To Promote The First Beast 
 
Likewise, the false prophet exercises such power. Scripture informs us that he was allowed to do these deeds 
on behalf of the first beast.  
 
As the Holy Spirit does not speak about Himself, but only about Jesus, the purpose of second beast is to further 
the cause of the first beast. This is another indication that the first beast and the false prophet parody God the 
Son, Jesus, and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
We should also note that the word “miracles” is used in the plural. In other words, calling down fire from the 
sky is not the only amazing deed that he performs. 
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The People Of Earth Are Deceived 
 
These astonishing deeds, as well as the healing of the fatal head wound of the first beast, will cause the people 
of the earth to be deceived. Consequently they will worship the first beast, the Final Antichrist.  
 
We should not miss the emphasis on the word “deception.” The entire career of the Final Antichrist will consist 
of one deception after another.  
 
This illustrates what Jesus said to the religious leaders of His day:  
 

For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a 
murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44 NLT). 

 
This is an important truth to remember. Satan, the devil, lies to everyone about everything. Indeed, “there is 
no truth in him.” 
 
The Entire World Sees This Event 
 
There is something else that we do not want to miss. This is another passage that seems to indicate the ability 
of the people on earth to view this event in real time. Something impossible for those living at the time John 
wrote the Book of Revelation.  
 
This is one of a number of passages that appears to present a world, with its technology, that we only have here 
in the 21st century.  
 
We examine this question in our book 25 Signs We Are Near The End, Sign 15, “There Will Be An Exponential 
Increase In Technology.” 
 
21. The People Of The Earth Are Commanded To Make A Statue Of The Antichrist 
 
Not only are the people of the world ordered to worship the first beast, this second beast orders the people to 
make a great statue of this personage:   
 

He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast, who was fatally wounded and then came 
back to life (Revelation 13:14 NLT). 

 
We are not told exactly what the statue looks like. It may have been like the image Nebuchadnezzar commanded 
the people of Babylon to construct (Daniel 3). This was a giant statue of him made out of gold. 
 
In addition, we are not told where this statue is placed. It could be placed somewhere in the rebuilt temple in 
Jerusalem. 
 
Note that it is again emphasized that the “fatal” head wound that this first beast received was not fatal after all, 
he came back to life. This seemingly miraculous event was the prime reason that the statue was constructed. 
 
22. This Second Beast Is Allowed To Cause The Statue To Seemingly Come Alive 
 
Then we have this surprising statement: 
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He [the second beast, the false prophet] was then permitted to give life to this statue so that it could speak. 
Then the statue of the beast commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die (Revelation 13:15 
NLT). 

 
We can only imagine the shock of the people when this huge statue seems to come to life and begins to speak.  
 
Does The Devil Have The Power To Do Miracles? 
 
This brings up another topic that warrants a future program on “Today In Bible Prophecy.” Was this a genuine 
miracles or was it some type of satanic deception?  
 
Did this image, whatever it was, actually come to life? If it was a genuine miracle, does this mean the devil is 
also a miracle worker?  
 
The Death Sentence Is Commanded 
 
This speaking image then gives the order that anyone refusing to worship the image of the beast must be put 
to death! 
 
23. Everyone Must Receive The Mark Of The Beast To Be Able To Buy Or Sell 
 
Scripture says that the false prophet, the second beast, then forces everyone to take a particular “mark of the 
beast.” Nobody is exempt. The Bible says: 
 

He required everyone-- great and small, rich and poor, slave and free--to be given a mark on the right hand 
or on the forehead. And no one could buy or sell anything without that mark, which was either the name 
of the beast or the number representing his name (Revelation 13:16-18 NLT). 

 
The false prophet will attempt to make everyone on the face of the earth receive the “mark of the beast.” 
Nobody will be able to buy or sell without this mark. The mark will with be either the name of the beast or the 
number which represents his name. 
 
24. The Mark Of The Beast Is The Number 666 
 
The specific mark of beast is now explained to us: 
 

This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the beastʼs number, for it is manʼs number, 
and his number is 666 (Revelation 13:18 NET). 

 
This is one of the most famous verses in the Bible and has led to endless speculation. The beast, the Final 
Antichrist, has a number of 666. Those who live at this time will be able to understand how this particular 
number relates to this “first beast.” Until he arrives on the scene, it is fruitless to try to determine his identity 
by this number. Seemingly at this time, the Final Antichrist, the “First Beast” goes on a rampage. 
 
25. He Subdues Three Of The Ten Kings In His Federation 
 
At some time during his rule, he subdues three of the ten kings of his ten-nation confederation. The Book of 
Daniel says: 
 

As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; he shall 
be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings (Daniel 7:24 NIV). 
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The Final Antichrist arises from this ten-nation confederation and will be in complete control of these nations. 
It seems that some sort of rebellion takes place with three of the nations which the Antichrist puts down. 
 
As to exactly when this happens during the final seven-year period is a matter of debate.  
 
26. He Desecrates The Temple In Jerusalem 
 
The holiest spot on the face of the earth for the Jews is the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It was the site of the 
First and Second Temple and will also be the site of a future temple, the Third Temple.  
 
This Third Temple will become a place of desecration. The Final Antichrist, this man of sin, who is the unholiest 
of all the people on the earth, comes to the most Holy Place and desecrates it. Among other things, he will stop 
the sacrifices that will be taking place. It is also possible that the image that the false prophet ordered 
constructed of him will be placed somewhere in this coming temple. 
 
In five different places in Scripture we are told of a number of events that surround this future temple (Daniel 
9:27; Daniel 12:11; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4; Revelation 11:2). For more information, see our book 
The Jews, Jerusalem, and The Coming Temple.  
 
27. He Will Claim That He Is Actually God Himself 
 
This beast will claim Deity for himself. Paul wrote: 
 

He will exalt himself and defy every god there is and tear down every object of adoration and worship. He 
will position himself in the temple of God, claiming that he himself is God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 NLT). 

 
He defies the living God and makes outrageous claims. Included is his claim to Deity. This beast offers himself 
to the world as a god in the place of Jesus Christ, the true and living God. He is truly an “anti” Christ. Indeed, 
he promotes himself instead of the true Christ, Jesus. 
 
The Book of Daniel emphasizes that this personage speaks boastfully about himself. We read: 
 

While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among 
them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human 
being and a mouth that spoke boastfully (Daniel 7:8 NIV). 

 
Thus, his arrogance to speak boastfully is emphasized in both testaments. 
 
28. The Jews Will Be Persecuted 
 
During this period, the remaining Jews upon the earth will be persecuted.  In one instance, it is the devil himself 
who attempts to annihilate the Jews. We read of this in the Book of Revelation. It says the following: 
 

Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of 
the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he was born. She 
gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” And her child was 
snatched up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by 
God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days (Revelation 12:4-6 NIV). 

 
In this context, the dragon is the devil, the woman refers to the nation of Israel. The Jews are his special target. 
This is not surprising since the devil has targeted the chosen people, from the very beginning. 
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The Final Antichrist will continue his persecution of the Jews, along with those who have believed in Jesus (We 
deal with this issue of Jewish persecution in our book 25 Signs We Are Near The End, Sign 21, “There Will Be A 
Rise In Anti-Semitism”). 
 
29. The Beast Will Attempt To Make Changes In The Calendar   
 
In his persecution of believers, it seems that the Final Antichrist will also attempt to make changes in the 
calendar that humans use: 
 

He will speak words against the Most High. He will harass the holy ones of the Most High continually. His 
intention will be to change times established by law (Daniel 7:25 NET). 

 
This could refer to the calendar itself or it may be a specific reference to changing “holy days.” In other words, 
he may change the calendar from A.D. and B.C., refuse to recognize Easter and Christmas, etc.  
 
In sum, there will be no acknowledgement of Jesus Christ as long as he is ruling. Interestingly, there was an 
unsuccessful attempt during the French Revolution to replace the Christian (Gregorian) calendar with a 
Revolutionary calendar. It seems the Antichrist will do something similar. 
 
30. He Wages War On The Believers In Christ, The Tribulation Saints 

 
The man of sin, the first beast, also wages an all-out war on the people of God.  The Bible describes it as 
follows: 
 

This means that God’s holy people must endure persecution patiently, obeying his commands and 
maintaining their faith in Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this down: Blessed are 
those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, for they will rest from 
their hard work; for their good deeds follow them!” (Revelation 14:12,13 NLT). 

 
This is not referring to those who have believed in Jesus Christ during the “church age.” It started on the Day 
of Pentecost and will end with the rapture of the church. Once this takes place, the final seven-year period 
begins.  
 
This Antichrist will persecute those who come to faith in Jesus during this final period. These believers are 
known as the “tribulation saints.” Simply put, he attempts to destroy all those who belong to the Lord. 
 
31. He Gathers All Nations Against Jerusalem 
 
The preparation is now made for a final war. All nations are gathered against Jerusalem in the final conflict, the 
War, or Campaign, of Armageddon. In the Old Testament, we read: 
 

A prophecy: The word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, who 
lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit in human beings, declares: I am going to make 
Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem 
(Zechariah 12:1-2 NIV). 

 
Later in the Book of Zechariah we read about this conflict. It says: 
 

A day of the LORD is coming, Jerusalem, when your possessions will be plundered and divided up within 
your very walls. I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the 
houses ransacked, and the women ravished. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people 
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will not be taken from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights on 
a day of battle (Zechariah 14:1-3 NIV). 

 
In these references, we are told that all nations, those regionally, as well as those in the entire world, will gather 
against Jerusalem. 
 
We also read about this awesome conflict in the Book of Revelation. 
 

Now the spirits gathered the kings and their armies to the place that is called Armageddon in Hebrew 
(Revelation 16:16 NET). 

 
The beast then attempts to make war with the Living God. Scripture speaks of this feeble attempt: 
 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the 
rider on the horse and his army (Revelation 19:19 NIV). 

 
All of this is in preparation for the final battle. 
 
32. He Attempts To Fight The Lord Himself 
 
This beast foolishly attempts to fight the Lord Jesus, the rider on the horse, as He returns to the earth with His 
saints. The Book of Revelation explains it this way: 
 

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was 
sitting on the horse and against his army (Revelation 19:19 ESV). 

 
As can be imagined, this will be a one-sided battle. 
 
33. He Is Captured And Then Cast Alive Into The Lake Of Fire 
 
The end to the beast was predicted long ago. We first read about it in Daniel. It says: 
 

I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the 
beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire (Daniel 7:11 ESV). 

 
His end is also recorded in the book of Revelation. The Bible says the following about his demise: 
 

Now the beast was seized, and along with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf 
signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with sulfur (Revelation 19:20 NET). 

 
This is the inglorious end to the Final Antichrist, the beast, and his cohort the “False Prophet.” 
 
The List Of Our Main Points 
 
1.  He Will Appear At The Time Of The End 
2.  His Arrival Will Signal The Beginning Of The Prophetic Period, The Day Of The Lord 
3.  He Is Presently Being Restrained By Someone Or Some “Thing” 
4.  He Will First Appear As An Inconspicuous Figure 
5.  He Will Appear As A Man Of Peace 
6.  He Will Seemingly Make A Peace Treaty With Israel 
7.  This Treaty Will Likely Involve Jerusalem And The Temple Mount 
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8.  He Will Head Up A Ten Nation Political Confederacy 
9.  The Confederacy Will Become A World Power 
10.  He Will Break The Agreements He Made With His Allies 
11.  He Will Break The Covenant With The Jews 
12. The Beast Kills The Two Witnesses 
13. The Antichrist Rises From The Abyss, The Bottomless Pit 
14. He Also Arises From The Sea 
15.   He Is Further Described As Having Ten Horns, Seven Heads With Ten Diadems 
16. He Will Receive Some Type Of Fatal Head Wound 
17. He Becomes The Beast, A Man Controlled By Satan 
18. A Second Beast Arrives On The Scene: The False Prophet 
19.  The False Prophet Forces The People On The Earth To Worship The Final Antichrist  
20. The People of the Earth Are Commanded To Make A Statue of the Antichrist 
21. Somehow, This Second Beast Is Allowed To Cause The Statue To Come Alive 
22. Everyone Must Receive The Mark Of The Beast To Be Able To Buy Or Sell 
23. The Mark Of The Beast Is The Number 666 
24. He Subdues Three Of The Ten Kings In His Federation 
25. He Desecrates The Temple In Jerusalem 
26. He Will Claim That He Is Actually God Himself 
27. As Antichrist Rules Politically He Curses The Living God 
28. The Jews Will Be Persecuted 
29. The Beast Will Attempt To Make Changes In The Calendar   
30. He Wages War On The Believers In Christ, The Tribulation Saints 
31. He Gathers All Nations Against Jerusalem 
32. He Attempts To Fight The Lord Himself 
33. He Is Captured And Then Cast Alive Into The Lake Of Fire 
 
Summary To The Career Of The Final Antichrist 
 
These 33 points give us the main emphasizes of the Scripture of the personage who is to come, the Final 
Antichrist. As we noted, his ignominious career consists of one evil deed after another.  
 
Fortunately, his time on the earth is limited. However, it will be the worst period in the history of the world. 
The good news for believers in Jesus Christ, is that we will not be on the earth to experience it. 
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Question 28 
 

Will There Actually Be A Worldwide  
Political Unity Under The Final Antichrist 

 
One of the questions that often arises about the final Antichrist concerns the extent of his rule. Will it be 
worldwide, or will it be merely localized as some have contended? Simply put, does the Bible predict that there 
be a worldwide political unity under this “man of sin?”  
 
The answer is a resounding, “Yes!” In fact, there are a number of things told to us about the extent of his 
political rule that are important to understand because of the profound implications. They include the following: 
 
The Entire World Will Collaborate With Him 
 
To begin with, it is clear from the Scripture that his rule will not be merely located to some region. We read 
about this in the Book of Revelation: 
 

And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And he was given 
authority to rule over every tribe and people and language and nation (Revelation 13:7 NLT). 

 
Notice that his authority to rule is over everyone upon the face of the earth. Universal terms such as “every 
tribe and people and language and nation” are used to describe what takes place. 
 
The Last Days Tower Of Babel 
 
In fact, we could rightly compare this coming rule of the Final Antichrist with what Genesis records took place 
at the Tower of Babel. Indeed, humanity, in their rebellion against God, attempted built a city and a tower in 
defiance to His command to spread out and multiply across the earth. In this instance that we read about in 
the Book of Revelation, it will be the entire world who defies the Lord by not only the rejection of Him but 
also by the acceptance and worship of this man of sin. 
 
Basically, this means that the entire world will be in collaboration with the rule of this Final Antichrist. In other 
words, a universal rule under one head, one man. Scripture makes this clear: 
 
All The People Are Commanded To Worship Him 
 
We have also noted that everyone on the earth is commanded to worship him. Those who do not will be put to 
death. 
 

He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast, who was fatally wounded and then came 
back to life. He was then permitted to give life to this statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the 
beast commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die (Revelation 13:14-15 NLT). 

 
The fact that everyone will be forced to worship him is further evidence of his global rule. 
 
Worship Will Be Coerced  
 
Interestingly while there will be worship, there will also be coercion. Indeed, while worship will be freely given 
by the masses it will be forced upon everyone. Failure to comply will end in death. Therefore, the worship will 
be fear based as well as willingly given.  
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All The People Will Receive His Mark 
 
Another reason to believe that the rule of the Final Antichrist is worldwide is that nobody will be able to buy 
or sell without the mark of the beast. This will be enforced because every financial transaction will be able to 
be monitored.  
 

He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to be given a mark on the right 
hand or on the forehead. And no one could buy or sell anything without that mark, which was either the 
name of the beast or the number representing his name (Revelation 13:16-17 NLT) 

 
These facts assume a system that is in place everywhere. Indeed, it is supervised and monitored worldwide. 
Disobedience will not be tolerated. 
 
The Implications 
 
This truth has profound implications. The fact that the world is presently getting set up to make all of these 
predictions about the Final Antichrist, and his worldwide rule, a reality should be exciting for the Bible-believer. 
Why? Well, this is profound because Scripture tells us that Jesus Christ will return when this “man of sin” and 
his evil rule, will take over the entire earth.  
 
Therefore, the fact that the different elements to his rule are now falling into place should tell us that the coming 
of Christ is getting closer by the day. 
 
Summary To Question 28 
Will There Actually Be A Worldwide Political Unity Under The Final Antichrist 
 
While there are those who think that the rule of the Final Antichrist will be limited to merely one region of our 
world, the Scripture says otherwise.  Indeed, from a close examination of the Bible we discover a number of 
truths that answer this question. 
 
First, it is clear that the extent of his rule will be worldwide. Indeed, universal terms are used to describe the 
extent of his reign. 
 
In fact, we are told that nobody anywhere will be able to buy or sell without this mark of the beast. Again, 
global terms are used to describe this edict. 
 
Furthermore, the fact that an image of the beast has been created to which everyone must bow down and 
worship, or suffer death, assumes that this is a worldwide command. 
 
Therefore, all in all, we discover that there will be this be a forced worldwide political unity that surrounds the 
person and rule of the Final Antichrist. 
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Question 29 
 

How Long Will The Antichrist Rule? 
 
We know that the Bible says that the final Antichrist will rule for a limited period of time. Scripture specifically 
tells us the exact amount of time he will govern. It is for three-and one-half years. The evidence is as follows. 
 
We Must Understand Daniel’s Prophecy Of The Seventy Sevens (Seventy Weeks) 
 
To understand why it is only three-and one-half years that this man of sin rules the world, we must first look 
at the prophecy of Daniel’s seventy sevens. It is also known as the seventy “weeks” for the Hebrew term 
translated as week means seven. Daniel the prophet was told that seventy weeks, or seventy sevens, are 
determined upon the nation of Israel. He wrote: 
 

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to 
sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to 
anoint the Most Holy Place (Daniel 9:24 NIV). 

 
In this context, the “sevens” are years. Therefore, the seventy sevens consist of a total of four hundred and 
ninety years. Hence there are four hundred and ninety years which are determined upon the people of Israel 
until everlasting righteousness is brought about.  
 
Four hundred and eighty-three of these years, sixty-nine of the seventy sevens, have already been fulfilled. One 
seven-year period remains. This is known, among other things, as “the seventieth week of Daniel.” In other 
words, it is the last of the seventy sevens. 
 
We are told that this man of sin will make, or confirm, a covenant, or agreement, with the nation Israel. This 
covenant is supposed to last seven years. The Bible says: 
 

And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end 
to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the 
decreed end is poured out on the desolator (Daniel 9:27 ESV). 

 
Therefore, one more period of seven years remains to be fulfilled. 
 
His Rule Will Be Three-And One-Half Years Long 
 
There are a number of different passages in the Bible which make it clear that Antichrist will reign for only 
three-and one-half years of these seven years. The first three-and one-half years of the seventieth week of 
Daniel constitutes the rise of this final Antichrist. His real power will only take place in the final three-and one-
half years. Scripture has the following to say.  
 
He Will Rule Forty-Two Months 
 
In the Book of Revelation it says his rule will be for forty-two months. Scripture says the following: 
 

And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise 
authority for forty-two months (Revelation 13:5 ESV). 

 
The time of forty-two months equals three-and one-half years.  
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It Will Be For A Time, Times, And Half A Time 
 
In the Book of Daniel we are told that his rule will be a time, times, and half a time. It reads in this manner: 
 

And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and 
his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half 
a time, and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all these things would 
be finished (Daniel 7:25 ESV). 

 
This expression is repeated later in Daniel. We read: 
 

The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand 
toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and 
half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed” 
(Daniel 12:7 NIV). 

 
The Book of Revelation also describes it this way. The Bible says: 
 

The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in 
the wilderness, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s 
reach (Revelation 12:14 NIV). 

 
This is another way of describing three-and one-half years. A time equals one year, times or two times equals 
two years, and half a time is six months. When we add these numbers together the total amount becomes three-
and one-half years.  
 
The Length Will Be 1,260 Days 
 
Finally we have his rule calculated at 1,260 days. The Book of Revelation says: 
 

And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth (Revelation 
11:3 NIV). 

 
This number is later repeated. It constitutes the time the woman, most likely Israel, is taken care of by God: 
 

The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of 
for 1,260 days (Revelation 12:6 NIV). 

 
Therefore, the same period of time, three-and one-half years, is described for us in Scripture in three different 
ways. This is the amount of time which the beast, this coming Caesar, will rule upon the earth. While his 
worldwide rule will be horrific, the good news is that it will come to an end after a relatively short period of 
time. 
 
Summary To Question 29   
How Long Will The Antichrist Rule? 
 
The Bible does not let us speculate as to the exact time Antichrist will be on the stage of history. Rather it tells 
us. For seven years he will be a public figure but it is the last three-and one-half years in which he will terrorize 
the world. His great power and authority will, therefore, be limited to the final three-and one-half year period. 
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There are a number of passages in Scripture which help us determine this. To begin with, the prophecy of the 
seventy weeks, the seventy sevens, which the prophet Daniel received, divided the history of the nation Israel 
into three distinct periods. This adds up to four hundred and ninety years.  
 
The first two periods have been fulfilled. They encompassed four hundred and eighty-three years. There is one 
future seven-year period which needs to take place. This is known as the seventieth week of Daniel, the time 
of Jacob’s trouble, or the great tribulation.  
 
This period begins when the man of sin, the beast, the Antichrist, signs a peace treaty with the nation of Israel. 
From a relatively lowly position, he will become a world leader some three-and one-half years later. It is in these 
three-and one-half years which the great judgments of the Lord will come upon the earth. 
 
The fact that his reign is limited to three-and one-half years is made clear in a number of different places in 
Scripture through three different expressions: forty-two months, one thousand two hundred and sixty days, 
and a time, two times, and one half a time. Each of these expressions adds up to three-and one-half years.  
 
Consequently there is no room for doubt about the time this evil personage will be on center-stage. 
 
The fact that the rule of Antichrist is limited to this time period is indeed good news; he will not be around for 
very long. The bad news is that he is indeed coming. 
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Question 30 
 

Is There An Exact Time  
When Antichrist Is Coming? 

 
One of the interesting questions regarding the coming Antichrist concerns the exact timing of his arrival on the 
scene of history. The Bible says that Jesus came in the “fullness of time.” 
 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law 
(Galatians 4:4 ESV). 

 
Is there such a thing as the “fullness of time” for the Antichrist? Is there a time when he must arrive on the 
earth? What does the Bible say? 
 
It Is God’s Plan, Not His 
 
The timing of the return of the Lord is entirely up to God Himself. Nobody else is consulted, and nothing can 
slow it down or speed it up. We read the following dialogue of the Lord Jesus with His disciples after Jesus had 
come back from the dead: 
 

When the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, are you going to free Israel now and 
restore our kingdom?” “The Father sets those dates,” he replied, “and they are not for you to know. But 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people about me everywhere-
-in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:6-8 NLT). 

 
Jesus said that God the Father sets the times of His kingdom. Therefore, there is no specific time the Lord has 
committed Himself to return. This being the case, then the question becomes this: how can Satan know when 
the Lord will return? The simple answer is, “he cannot.”  
 
In fact, Christ made this clear earlier when He explained who knows about the timing of His return: 
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father 
(Matthew 24:36 NIV). 

 
It is only the Father who knows. Therefore, the timing of the Lord’s return is unknown to the devil. 
 
Consequently, Satan must always have someone available in each generation to fulfill the predictions of the 
final Antichrist. 
 
He Is Presently Being Restrained 
 
We are told that the Lord is presently restraining the final Antichrist. Paul emphasized this when he wrote to 
the Thessalonians: 
 

And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time (2 Thessalonians 2:6 
ESV). 

 
There is a time when the man of sin will come, but this timing is not in his hands. It is completely in the hands 
of the Lord.  
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There Are Many Antichrists 
 
Antichrists have always existed. John made it clear that there had been many Antichrists who had already come 
on the scene at his time. He wrote: 
 

Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have 
come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour (1 John 2:18 ESV). 

 
Therefore, the final Antichrist will be one in the long list of many antichrists who have already appeared. Each 
and every generation has their own “Antichrist.” Consequently, there is always a candidate for the “man of 
sin.” It will all depend upon when the Lord wants to institute His end-time program.  
 
While this predicted “man of sin,” will be the final Antichrist, he certainly will not be the only “antichrist” the 
world has seen. 
 
He Will Be A Normal Human Being 
 
Therefore, we assume that this coming world leader is born like any other human being. He only becomes the 
“final Antichrist” when it is time for the Lord’s kingdom to be established.  
 
Consequently, there is nothing supernatural about his birth, or his upbringing. Indeed, he will not even know 
that he is this final Antichrist until the Lord removes His church, the true believers, from the earth, the rapture.  
 
We can make the comparison between this final Antichrist and Jesus. At His temptation, the devil offered Jesus 
all the kingdoms of this world. Christ merely had to worship the devil and the kingdoms would be His. He 
refused. It seems that the final Antichrist will receive the same temptation from Satan.  
 
However, instead of refusing, he will bow to the devil. Satan will then empower him and, therefore, the kingdoms 
of this world will belong to this “man of sin” for a short period of time. Yet his reign will end with the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ to the earth. 
 
Summary To Question 30   
Is There An Exact Time When Antichrist Is Coming? 

 
One of the many fascinating questions with respect to the coming Antichrist concerns the time of his appearing 
on the world scene. Is there a set time in which he will appear? If so, does the devil know when this time will 
occur? 
 
While there is indeed a set time in which the Antichrist is coming, this is something which is known to God, 
and to Him alone. Nobody, not even the angels in heaven, knows when the Lord Jesus is coming back to the 
earth. This being the case, there has to be an available Antichrist living at every time period in history. Unless 
the Lord reveals the timing of His coming to the devil, the devil must always be prepared to have someone 
available to fill the role of Antichrist. 
 
Scripture also tells us that the Antichrist is presently being restrained by the Lord. Until the time the restrainer 
is taken out of the way, the Antichrist cannot be revealed. This restraining is something the Lord continues to 
do and will continue to do. Only when He gives the word can the restrainer be removed. Furthermore, John 
said that many Antichrists had already come in his day (late first century). The coming Antichrist will be the 
final one in a long line of those who have opposed the Lord. Every generation has its own Antichrist. 
 
Therefore, the time of the revelation of the predicted man of sin is something which God alone knows. 
Consequently, it will occur when the Lord desires it to occur, not before. 
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Question 31 
 

Will The Antichrist Actually Be  
Raised From The Dead? 

 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. Without the resurrection, there is no 
Christianity. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 
 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures 
(1 Corinthians 15:3,4 ESV). 

 
No resurrection of Jesus, no Christianity, it’s that simple. 
 
Antichrist Tries To Imitate Jesus Christ 
 
We know that the Antichrist, by definition, attempts to parody or imitate Jesus Christ. Indeed, he is the “anti” 
Christ. Consequently, we should not be surprised if he attempts to imitate the greatest miracle which Jesus 
performed, the resurrection from the dead.  
 
In the Book of Revelation, there are several passages which seem to indicate that the final Antichrist actually 
dies and is soon thereafter brought back to life. Does this mean Antichrist duplicates the greatest miracle of 
Jesus? Does he actually supernaturally return from the dead? 
 
Christians are divided on this issue as to whether this recorded resurrection is counterfeit or genuine. We can 
present the case for each of these viewpoints as follows. 
 
The Case For A Genuine Resurrection Of Antichrist 
 
There are a number of reasons as to why the Bible speaks of an actual resurrection of the beast, this coming 
“man of sin.” They can be listed as follows. 
 
Antichrist Actually Dies 
 
Scripture makes it clear that the final Antichrist actually does die. The same expression that is used in the Book 
of Revelation of Jesus’ violent death is also used for the violent death of this beast, this man of sin. We read of 
what happened to Jesus: 
 

And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out 
into all the earth (Revelation 5:6 ESV). 

 
Jesus is the Lamb that was slain. However, as we know, death could not hold Him.  
 
In a similar manner, we are told that the final Antichrist experiences a violent death and is likewise raised from 
the dead. The Book of Revelation says: 
 

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and 

blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and 
its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great 
authority. One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the 
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whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his 
authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight 
against it?” (Revelation 13:1-4 ESV). 

 
In another place, we read of the same thing: 
 

The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction. 
The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of 
the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come 
(Revelation 17:8 NIV) 

 
In this passage it speaks of the beast which “is not.” He is dead for a short period of time, goes to the Abyss, 
the bottomless pit, and is then brought back to life. This is further evidence that he does, in reality, die and then 
he actually comes back to life.  
 
Indeed, in at least six different places in the Book of Revelation, the death and resurrection of this first beast, 
the final Antichrist, is alluded to. While we may not be able to explain how or why this happens, it seems that 
this is what Scripture teaches on this issue.  
 
Therefore, it is possible that the beast experiences an actual death and seemingly a genuine resurrection. 
 
For some reason, the God of the Bible, the only One who has power over life and death, seemingly allows this 
evil personage to come back to life. Scripture does not explain why this is so. 
 
The Case For A Counterfeit Resurrection 
 
Many people believe this beast will have a counterfeit resurrection rather than a genuine one. Consider the 
following reasons.   
 
Only God Can Raise The Dead 
 
For one thing, Scripture makes it clear that the resurrection of the dead is something which is in the power of 
the God of the Bible. We find the Apostle saying the following to a pagan king: 
 

Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead? (Acts 26:8 NIV). 
 
God alone gives life, and God takes it away. Satan has no power whatsoever over life and death. Therefore, if 
Antichrist actually comes back to life, it must be something which God allows to happen. To many people, it 
seems inconsistent with God’s character to do such a thing. Why would he allow Satan to duplicate the miracle 
of the resurrection? 
 
Antichrist Is The Great Deceiver 
 
There is also the fact that Antichrist is the great imitator and deceiver. Paul said his time on the earth will consist 
of lying wonders: 
 

The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satanʼs working with all kinds of miracles and signs and false 
wonders, and with every kind of evil deception directed against those who are perishing, because they 
found no place in their hearts for the truth so as to be saved (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 NET). 
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His miracles are called “false.” This seems to indicate they are not genuine but rather are illusions, or tricks. 
This also includes his so-called resurrection from the dead. Whether or not Antichrist actually comes back from 
the dead, the people of that time will believe that he has.  
 
Therefore, he will be in a position to challenge the true and living God by claiming he is able to do the same 
sort of miracles which Jesus did. This includes coming back from the dead. Fortunately, the Lord has warned 
us of this deception ahead of time. 
 
It Will Not Be A Resurrection Like That Of Jesus! 
 
One thing which cannot be stressed enough is that even if Antichrist truly comes back to life after he is literally 
dead, it will not be the same as a biblical resurrection. Certainly it will not be the same thing as the resurrection 
of Jesus.  
 
Jesus came back from the dead in a new body, a glorified one. Indeed, Jesus’ body was immortal and 
indestructible. He came back in a body which is fit for eternity. 
 
There is no indication whatsoever that the body of the final Antichrist is somehow changed after his return 
from the dead. He is certainly not indestructible. His experience would be more of a re-animation or 
resuscitation. Whatever the nature of his body, it is not one made for eternity to experience the blessings of the 
Lord. If anything, is it a body that will be able to be tormented while alive in the lake of fire.  
 
Indeed, the Bible says the following destiny awaits this man of sin: 
 

But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf. 
With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. 
The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 19:20 NIV). 

 
We can safely say that this is not a body anyone would desire to possess! 
 
Consequently, whatever will happen to the man of sin is not an example of what anyone else would like to 
imitate.  
 
Summary To Question 31   
Will The Antichrist Actually Be Raised From The Dead? 
 
We know from Scripture that the coming Antichrist will try to mimic or parody the true Christ in every 
conceivable way. Consequently, we are not surprised to learn that Scripture speaks of the final Antichrist dying 
and then coming back from the dead. This act of rising from the dead causes the entire world to worship this 
beast. 
 
The question naturally arises as to whether this man of sin actually comes back from the dead, or merely fakes 
his resurrection. Christians are divided on this issue.  
 
Those who believe that there is an actual resurrection from the dead state their case as follows.   
 
To begin with, the fact that Antichrist suffers a horrifying death is made plain by Scripture. The fact that he 
comes back to life is also made clear. The Bible says that after his death he goes down to the Abyss, the 
bottomless pit, and then returns to the earth. While we may not be able to explain how he is able to do this, it 
seems that God allows this to happen to suit His own purposes. 
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Those who reject the idea of an actual resurrection of this beast point out the fact that only God has the power 
to raise the dead. Since Satan is the great counterfeiter, it is only fitting that he attempts to pull off the biggest 
counterfeit of all by offering the world a phony resurrection. Paul clearly states that the man of sin will produce 
“lying wonders.” It seems that one of these lies is a counterfeit resurrection. 
 
Whatever the case may actually be, the world will assume that a genuine resurrection has occurred. The fact 
that the world believes in an actual resurrection, whether it truly took place or not, has the same outcome; the 
people will worship this evil individual as well as the devil who inspires him. 
  
Therefore, whether or not this wicked personage actually comes back from the dead, the influence this event 
will have upon the world will be astonishing. 
 
One last thing which does need to be stressed is this. Whatever the nature of the death and return to life of the 
final Antichrist, he does not receive a resurrected body like that of Jesus. Jesus’ resurrected body is eternal and 
immortal. It is not subject to decay and it certainly is not subject to suffering.  
 
The body of the final Antichrist will be able to experience suffering. Indeed, we are told that he is cast alive in 
the lake of fire where he is consciously tormented for all eternity.  
 
Therefore, whatever body he may have, after his brush with death, will not be a body like that of Jesus. At best, 
it seems to be a re-animation or resuscitation. However, it is certainly not a resurrection in the biblical sense of 
the word. 
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Question 32 
 

What Is The Identity Of The Two Witnesses Which  
The Beast, Or Antichrist, Kills? 

 
One of the most fascinating episodes recorded in the Book of Revelation concerns the two witnesses which 
come on the scene and testify to the truth of God’s Word. As we have seen, Satan will have his two men, the 
beast and the false prophet, to do his bidding during the time of the great tribulation. In like manner the Lord 
will also have His two men to testify to the truth.  
 
The Bible has the following to say about the ministry of these two personages, the two witnesses.  
 
The Ministry Of The Two Witnesses 
 
Scripture records the ministry of the two witnesses as follows: 
 

And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth. They are 
“the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord of the earth.” If anyone 
tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who 
wants to harm them must die. They have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time 
they are prophesying; and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every 
kind of plague as often as they want (Revelation 11:3-6 NIV). 

 
They will stand up for God’s truth for some three-and one-half years. In doing so, they will exhibit supernatural 
powers from the Lord. 
 
The Murder Of The Two Witnesses 
 
After their earthly ministry is complete, we are told that the beast kills them. The Bible has the following to say: 
 

And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on 
them and conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that 
symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. For three and a half days some 
from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them 
be placed in a tomb, and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange 
presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth (Revelation 11:7-
10 ESV). 

 
The celebration goes on around the world. 
 
The Resurrection Of The Two Witnesses 
 
However, the Bible says that a miracle then happens. Scripture tells us that they will be brought back to life: 
 

But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their feet, 
and great fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, 
“Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. And at that 
hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the 
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven (Revelation 11:10-13 ESV). 

 
We find that after their resurrection, they will be brought into heaven.  
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Who Are The Two Witnesses? 
 
We now come to the question of the identity of the two witnesses. Who are they? Are they real people, or are 
they symbolic of something? If they are real people, are they biblical characters from the past returning to the 
earth, or are they two contemporary people whom God inspires as His prophets?  
 
The various options can be listed as follows. 
 
Option 1: The Two Witnesses Are Biblical Characters From The Past 
 
A popular view is to see the two witnesses as two biblical characters from the past. A number of suggestions 
have been given as to whom they might be. 
 
Moses  
 
Moses is a likely candidate for one of the two witnesses which will face the beast and the false prophet. For one 
thing, Moses was a prophet. Therefore, he has the proper biblical credentials to speak out against these two evil 
beings. In addition, he had the power to strike the earth with plagues. Using the power of the Lord, he turned 
the Nile River into blood. The two witnesses will have the power to do the same:   
 

They have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they 
have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they 
want (Revelation 11:6 NIV). 

 
Therefore, this miracle-working ability fits with what we know of the ability God gave to Moses. Moreover, at 
Jesus’ Transfiguration, Moses appeared. He spoke with Jesus of things concerning the coming kingdom, the 
Second Coming of Christ. This may be another indication that Moses will appear shortly before Christ returns. 
 
Interestingly, though Moses did die, we are told that the Lord Himself buried him. This may indicate that He 
had further plans for this prophet of God.  
 
These things make Moses an apt candidate to be one of the two witnesses.  
 
Elijah  
 
Elijah is another popular candidate to be one of the two witnesses. There are a number of reasons as to why 
this is so. 
 
For one thing, like Moses, Elijah was a prophet of God. Hence, he has the proper credentials to prophesy and 
do miracles in the name of the Lord. 
 
Next, Elijah never experienced physical death. While death is not a requirement for every human being, it is 
possible he was not allowed to die because the Lord had plans for him to be one of the two witnesses.  
 
Third, what is even more significant is that the Scripture expressly says that Elijah will come back to the earth 
before the return of the Lord: 
 

See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes (Malachi 
4:5 NIV). 

 
Fourth, Scripture speaks of Elijah calling fire down from heaven and consuming a sacrifice in front of the false 
prophets of Baal: 
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And the water ran around the altar and even overflowed the trench. At the customary time for offering the 
evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet walked up to the altar and prayed, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, prove today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant. Prove that I have done all 
this at your command. O LORD, answer me! Answer me so these people will know that you, O LORD, 
are God and that you have brought them back to yourself.” Immediately the fire of the LORD flashed 
down from heaven and burned up the young bull, the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all 
the water in the ditch! (1 Kings 18:35-38 NLT). 

 
As we have observed, one of the specific miracles attributed to the two witnesses is the calling down of fire 
from heaven. 
 
Fifth, Elijah was given the ability to cause the land to be without rain for a number of years. Again, this is one 
of the specific miracles attributed to the two witnesses. 
 
Finally, at the Transfiguration of Jesus, Elijah appeared with Moses.  
 
Many Bible students believe that the fact that Elijah and Moses appeared together at the Transfiguration shows 
that they are the two witnesses which will appear to combat Antichrist and the false Prophet. However, Moses 
and Elijah are not the only possible candidates among the characters which we find on the pages of Scripture. 
 
Enoch  
 
Another possibility is Enoch. The reason Enoch is preferred above Moses is that Enoch, like Elijah, did not 
die a physical death. The Bible says he left earth in the following way: 
 

Altogether, Enoch lived a total of 365 years.  Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, 
because God took him away (Genesis 5:23-24 NIV). 

 
Enoch did not die. Again, we emphasize that it is not necessary that every human being must die. Indeed, an 
entire generation of believers will not experience physical death but rather will be caught away into heaven at 
the rapture of the church.  
 
Consequently, the fact that Enoch did not die does not necessarily make him one of the two witnesses. 
However, it does make him a prime candidate.  
 
In addition, Enoch is also mentioned in the context of the return of the Lord. The Book of Jude notes that 
Enoch preached God’s judgment before the flood: 
 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon 
thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they 
have done in an ungodly way, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him” (Jude 
14-15 NIV). 

 
He was a prophet of judgment before the Lord sent the Great Flood to the world. Interestingly, Jesus compared 
the conditions at the time of His Second Coming to the conditions in Noah’s day: 
 

For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the 
ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man (Matthew 24:37-39 ESV). 
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Since Enoch pronounced judgment to come upon the world, the first time the entire world was judged, he may 
appear again to announce a “second” coming judgment of the world. Therefore, Enoch remains a viable 
candidate for one of the two witnesses.  
 
John The Baptist 
 
There has also been the suggestion that John the Baptist is one of the two witnesses. For one thing, Jesus said 
that John the Baptist was Elijah.  
 
If Elijah has to come to the earth before the day of the Lord, then it is argued that he will return in the person 
of John the Baptist. While there are some who hold out for John the Baptist as one of the two witnesses, it is 
not likely that this is the case. The evidence is scant. 
 
Option 2: The Two Witnesses Are Two Men Living At The Time Of The Events 
 
It is possible, even likely, that if the two witnesses are literal human beings, they are two people from the great 
tribulation period who have qualities which were similar to Moses and Elijah. In other words, they are godly 
people who will be living on the earth at the time these events take place. God chooses them to be His special 
witnesses to the earth.  
 
Since the two witnesses are unnamed, and we would expect the return of Moses, Elijah or Enoch to be noted 
in Scripture if they were the two witnesses, the idea that they are two people living at that time has much going 
for it. 
 
Option 3: The Two Witnesses Are Not Literal People 
 
Among those who do not interpret the Book of Revelation in a literal manner interpret the two witnesses as 
something symbolic, not literal.  
 
The Word Of God: The Old And New Testament 
 
There are some who see the two witnesses as the Bible, the Old Testament and the New Testament. Yet this 
breaks down when we try to interpret Revelation 11 with this in mind. The context calls for two human beings, 
not two testaments. 
 
The Two People Of God: Israel And The Church 
 
Some see the two witnesses as representing the two people of God, the nation of Israel and the New Testament 
church. However, the same problems arise as with the previous possibility. The passage reads as though two 
human beings are in view. 
 
Conclusion: Nobody Knows Their Identity For Certain 
 
The specific identity of the two witnesses is not revealed to us. Any attempt to identify them is only speculation. 
It does, however, seem best to view the two witnesses as two actual people who perform this special ministry.  
It would not be inconsistent with the rest of Scripture to believe that the Lord actually brings Moses and Elijah 
back to earth for this ministry.  
 
However, it would also be in line with Scripture if we assume the two witnesses will be two godly people whom 
the Lord raises up at that time. Since we do not know the answer for certain, it is best that we hold our view 
with humility.  
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Summary To Question 32  
What Is The Identity Of The Two Witnesses Which The Beast, Or Antichrist, Kills? 
 
One of the major events in the career of Antichrist is the murder of the “two witnesses.” According to the 
Book of Revelation these two witnesses testify to the Lord for some three-and one-half years.  
 
During this time they are given the ability to perform miraculous deeds. After their three-and one-half year 
ministry, these two witnesses are murdered by the beast, the final Antichrist.  
 
However, three-and one-half days later, the two witnesses are raised back to life. Then, in full view of everyone, 
they ascend into heaven.  
 
Therefore, while the Book of Revelation highlights the deeds of these two evil witnesses of the devil, the beast 
and the false prophet, we find victorious things happening with two godly witnesses whom the Lord sends to 
the earth. 
 
The identity of these two witnesses continues to be debated among Bible-believers. There are those who believe 
they are actual people while others think they are symbolic of something or some particular people. 
 
Some think they are biblical characters from the past who return to the earth. Suggestions include Moses, Elijah, 
Enoch and John the Baptist. Moses and Elijah are popular candidates because the ministry of these two 
individual mirrors that of these two prophets of God.  
 
There is also the possibility that these two witnesses are two contemporary individuals whom the Lord raises 
up to be His prophets. This is a very real possibility.  
 
A number of interpreters of Revelation see the two witnesses as symbolic figures, not literal people. Yet there 
is no consensus of opinion, among those who view these witnesses symbolically, as to what they may refer to. 
 
Ultimately, we cannot be certain as to their identity. However, it does seem that Scripture is speaking of two 
specific individuals who will personally perform this important ministry during this critical time in the history 
of the earth. Yet, nobody can be certain of their exact identity. 
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Question 33 
 

What Will Be The  
Doom Of Antichrist? 

 
For three-and one-half years the man of sin, the final Antichrist, will rule the world. However, the inglorious 
career of the beast will come to a quick and violent end. Scripture says it will happen in this manner. 
 
God Will Pour Out His Wrath 
 
As the rebellion against the Lord continues during the period of the great tribulation, the Book of Revelation 
says that the fifth angel will pour out his bowl of wrath upon the throne of the beast and his kingdom: 
 

Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into 
darkness. His subjects ground their teeth in anguish, and they cursed the God of heaven for their pains and 
sores. But they did not repent of their evil deeds and turn to God (Revelation 16:10–11 NLT).  

 
The moral and spiritual darkness of the entire world is obvious at this point in time. Though these people are 
plagued with indescribable pain, they continue to blaspheme the God of heaven. They do not stop their evil 
deeds. 
 
The Armies Gather For Armageddon 
 
Antichrist then organizes a campaign against the Jews and against the city of Jerusalem. This is known as the 
Battle, or War, of Armageddon. We read about this gathering of the armies: 
 

Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great Euphrates River, and it dried up so that the kings 
from the east could march their armies toward the west without hindrance. And I saw three evil spirits that 
looked like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. They are demonic 
spirits who work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to gather them for battle against the 
Lord on that great judgment day of God the Almighty. “Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a thief! 
Blessed are all who are watching for me, who keep their clothing ready so they will not have to walk around 
naked and ashamed.” And the demonic spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the 
Hebrew name Armageddon (Revelation 16:12–16 NLT). 

 
At this time, the War of Armageddon is about to transpire. 
 
He Will Campaign Against The Lamb 
 
The beast will gather his armies to fight against the Lord. Of course, the Antichrist and his armies do not have 
any chance whatsoever of prevailing against the God of Heaven. We further read: 
 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the 
rider on the horse and his army (Revelation 19:19 NIV).  

 
John also wrote: 
 

They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords 
and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers (Revelation 17:14 NIV) 
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This is the height of absurdity. These puny human armies are gathered together to fight the One, True God, 
the only God who exists! 
 
The Beast Will Be Destroyed At The Second Coming Of Christ 
 
In one sense, the final War, or Battle, of Armageddon is not much of a battle. The Lord destroys His enemies 
at His return. John wrote: 
 

Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with 
an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. (Revelation 19:15 
NIV). 

 
Paul describes it this way: 
 

Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will consume with the breath of his 
mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8 NLT).  

 
This last battle is over. The result is clear: 
 

Their entire army was killed by the sharp sword that came out of the mouth of the one riding the white 
horse. And all the vultures of the sky gorged themselves on the dead bodies (Revelation 19:21 NLT).  

 
The rebellion comes to an end. The birds of prey feast upon the bodies of these enemies of Christ.  Judgment 
has come to the earth. 
 
The Beast Will Be Cast Into The Lake Of Fire 
 
Both the beast and the false Prophet are then taken alive and cast into the lake of fire forever. The Book of 
Revelation says the following: 
 

But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf. 
With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. 
The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 19:20 NIV). 

 
This brings his inglorious career to its end. The man of sin had his time, it is now over. Jesus Christ will be the 
Ruler of the universe for the remainder of eternity. 
 
In contrast to the evil rule of the beast, we are told that the rule of Christ will be a rule of righteousness. The 
writer to the Hebrews put it this way: 
 

But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the 
scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, 
has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy” (Hebrews 1:8,9 NIV). 

 
Righteousness will rule upon the earth in the Person of the righteous King! 
 
The Devil Will Eventually Join The Beast And False Prophet 
 
The devil will be thrown into the bottomless pit, the abyss, at that time. Eventually he will join these other two 
beings in that horrible place, the lake of fire: 
 



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 157 

And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the 
false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever (Revelation 20:10 ESV).  

 
This sums up how the short career of the man of sin will end. It will be a horrific time for all those who dwell 
upon the earth. However, the good news is that after this terrible period in earth’s history, the greatest period 
ever will be dawning, the kingdom of God will come to this earth! 
 
Summary To Question 33   
What Will Be The Doom Of Antichrist? 
 
The Antichrist, though he will rule the world for some three-and one-half years, will eventually meet his doom. 
His evil reign will not last forever! 
 
The beast will gather his armies in a final attempt to destroy the remnant of Jews which are still living upon the 
earth. This is the famous Battle, or War, of Armageddon.  However, this attempt will be thwarted by the return 
of Christ to the earth.  
 
When He returns with His saints the Lord Jesus destroys the armies of the beast. The beast and the false 
prophet will be thrown alive in the lake of fire where they will be tormented forever and ever. This ends the 
career of the man of sin.  
 
With the return of Christ to the earth, the rule of righteousness and justice will begin. This righteous rule will 
never end! 
 
The devil will be thrown in the bottomless pit, the abyss. He will eventually join these other two evil beings in 
the lake of fire. What a contrast to the future of those who belong to Christ! 
  



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 158 

Question 34 
 

Who Is The Second Beast,  
The False Prophet? 

  
False prophets and false teachers have been around from the very beginning. These evil individuals always 
pervert the message of the God of the Bible. The Apostle John said there were many of these false prophets in 
his day. He wrote: 
 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every 
spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not 
acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming 
and even now is already in the world (1 John 4:1-3 NIV). 

 
These particular false prophets denied Jesus was a genuine human being. In other words, they denied His true 
humanity. This is consistent with the false prophets; they are always denying some essential truth of the 
Christian faith. 
 
False Prophets Will Continue Until The End 
 
The Bible stresses the fact that false prophets will continue to emerge until the time of the end. Jesus warned 
that many false prophets would appear: 
 

For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect (Matthew 24:24 ESV). 

 
Therefore, we should always expect to have false prophets among us. 
 
The Ultimate False Prophet, The Second Beast 
 
The Bible speaks of an ultimate or “final” false prophet. He will come on the scene of history at the end of 
time. He is called the “second beast,” or “another beast.” This makes it clear that the second beast is a different 
personage from the first beast, the man of sin, the Antichrist. This second beast is introduced as follows: 
 

Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon 
(Revelation 13:11 ESV). 

 
Two things are immediately apparent about this second beast. To begin with, he comes out of the earth. This 
could mean that his origin is from this world as opposed to heaven, or it could be emphasizing that he has no 
divine authority whatsoever. 
 
There are those who believe it is emphasizing that he is Jewish. The word “earth” could also be translated as 
“land.” Consequently, the false prophet may actually come from the Promised Land and from the chosen 
people. Thus, he is Jewish. This would be in contrast with the first beast, who seemingly is a Gentile. While this 
has been a popular view, there is no real evidence for it. 
 
We are also told that this second beast looks like a harmless lamb but speaks as a dragon. His appearance and 
speech make him appear to be not dangerous. Yet, in actuality, his words originate from the pit of hell.  
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Who then is this second beast? What exactly is the role of this false prophet in the end times? Scripture has the 
following to say. 
 
The Second Beast Is Called “The” False Prophet 
 
On three occasions, the second beast is called “the false prophet.” In each of these instances, he is aligned with 
the first beast, the man of sin, the final Antichrist. 
 
We first read of this title “the false prophet” in the sixteenth chapter of the Book of Revelation, where it says 
the following: 
 

Then I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the 
mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet (Revelation 16:13 NIV). 

 
In this instance, evil spirits proceed from the dragon, the beast, as well as from the false prophet, the unholy 
trinity. 
 
We are told the false prophet is captured along with the beast at the time of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
to the earth. Scripture says: 
 

But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf. 
With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. 
The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 19:20 NIV). 

 
The final reference to the false prophet is when he is thrown into the lake of fire. His demise is recorded in the 
following manner: 
 

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the 
false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever (Revelation 20:10 
NIV). 

 
These are the only three passages which specifically describe the second beast as the false prophet.  
 
Who Is The Second Beast, The False Prophet? 
 
It is clear that the second beast is also called the false prophet. This brings up an obvious question. Who is this 
second beast, “the” false prophet? From Scripture we can make the following conclusions.  
                                     
1. He Is Distinct From The First Beast And The Devil 
   
The false prophet is distinct from the first beast. He is called the “second beast.” This makes a clear distinction 
between this beast and the first beast. They are not the same personage.  
 
Furthermore, as we have just noted, he is distinguished from the first beast and the devil in Revelation chapters 
nineteen and twenty. The beast and the false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire in chapter nineteen of the 
Book of Revelation while the devil is not. Later, in chapter twenty, we are told that the devil joins them in the 
lake of fire. Therefore, we can rightly conclude that the false prophet is a distinct personage from the first beast 
and the devil himself. 
 
His character and mission are also distinct from the first beast. While the first beast is more of a political and 
military leader, the false prophet will be a religious leader. 
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2. He Is A Miracle Worker 
 
We also find that the second beast, the false prophet, works miracles. Scripture says: 
 

He did astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was watching 
(Revelation 13:13 NLT). 

 
In fact, he is a greater miracle worker than the first beast. 
 
There is something we must note about his miracles. We are told that the false prophet mimics the two witnesses 
of Revelation 11 in their miraculous deeds. Indeed, the same miracles which the Bible says the two witnesses 
perform are also performed by this false prophet. This includes calling fire down from heaven.  
 
Such mimicking of God’s miracles reminds us of the battle of Moses and Aaron with the magicians of the 
Pharaoh of Egypt. We find them mimicking some of the miracles that the Lord performed through Moses and 
Aaron. This mimicking of the miracles is repeated by the deeds of the false prophet. 
 
3. He Is A Satanic Version Of John The Baptist 
 
The false prophet can be compared to John the Baptist. As John prepared the way for the genuine Messiah, 
the false prophet will point people to the false Messiah. In this sense, he is like a devilish version of John the 
Baptist. This second beast will be the chief promoter of the first beast. 
 
4. He Will Make An Image Of The First Beast 
 
As the promoter of the first beast, he causes the people to make an image of this evil personage. The Bible 
says. 
 

And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all the people 
who belong to this world. He ordered the people of the world to make a great statue of the first beast, who 
was fatally wounded and then came back to life (Revelation 13:14 NLT). 

 
This image or statue is of the first beast who survived a seemingly fatal wound. 
 
This act of sacrilege is called the “abomination of desolation” by Jesus: 
 

So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through 
the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand (Matthew 24:15 NIV). 

 
The image of the first beast will be placed in the Holy of Holies in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, the place 
where the Holy Ark of the Covenant stood. This act will be the ultimate blasphemy against the God of Scripture. 
 
5. He Is Able To Give Life To The Statue Of The First Beast 
 
The false prophet performs a great miracle. Somehow, he is able to give life to the statue or image that he made 
of the first beast:  
 

He was permitted to give a spirit to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast could both speak 
and cause whoever would not worship the image of the beast to be killed (Revelation 13:15 CSB). 

 
This seems to be an incredible miracle. We are not told how he is able to do it. 
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6. The False Prophet Causes People To Worship The Image Of The Beast 
 
As the false prophet, he then causes people of the world to worship a false god, the first beast. The Bible says: 
 

The second beast was empowered to give life to the image of the first beast so that it could speak, and 
could cause all those who did not worship the image of the beast to be killed (Revelation 13:15 NET). 

 
The false prophet will order the death of all who refuse to worship this image of the first beast. 
 
7. He Makes People Take The Mark Of The First Beast 
 
We also find that all who worship the first beast will receive his mark. The false prophet is the one who enforces 
this. The Book of Revelation says: 
 

And he requires everyone — small and great, rich and poor, free and slave — to be given a mark on his 
right hand or on his forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark: the beast’s name or 
the number of his name (Revelation 13:16-17 CSB). 

 
Those who refuse to worship the first beast are denied the right to buy and sell. In other words, they cannot 
do anything without the mark of the first beast. All of this is facilitated by the false prophet. Consequently, he 
is the one who ultimately controls the commerce of the world. 
 
8. He May Be The One Who Brings The First Beast Back To Life 
 
There is another matter which we should consider about this second beast. Though it is not directly stated in 
Scripture, it is possible that the false prophet is the one who brings the first beast, the final Antichrist back to 
life after he receives a mortal head wound.  
 
We are told that the first beast dies and then comes back to life. While not stated, it may be inferred that the 
second beast is the one who performs this miracle. Since the second beast, the false prophet, has the ability to 
give life to a statue of the first beast, it is not out of the question that he will be able to facilitate the resurrection 
of the first beast. 
 
Of course, all this has to happen under the control of God. These personages have no power in and of 
themselves to give life to the dead.  
 
9. The False Prophet Has The Same Destiny As Satan And The First Beast 
 
As the devil and the first beast will eventually be cast into the lake of fire, the false prophet, the second beast, 
will experience the same fate. The Bible says: 
 

Then the Devil, who betrayed them, was thrown into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur, joining the 
beast and the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever (Revelation 20:10 
NLT). 

 
Each of these despicable humans will suffer the same punishment. 
 
A Look At The Deeds Of The Character And Deeds Of  The Second Beast, The False Prophet  
 
From a look at the Scripture we find the following things said about the deeds and character of this second 
beast.  
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1.  He Will Mimic Holy Spirit  
 
As the Antichrist, the first beast, attempts to usurp the rightful place of Jesus Christ, God the Son, while the 
second beast, the false prophet, will mimic the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.  
 
As the Holy Spirit is a distinct Person from Jesus, God the Son, so the second beast, the false prophet, is a 
distinct person from the first beast, the Antichrist. In this unholy group of three personages, the devil is the 
parody of God the Father, the first beast of God the Son, and the false prophet, the second beast, is a mimic 
of God the Holy Spirit. 
 
2. He Will Promote Or Glorify The First Beast 
 
The job of the false prophet will be to glorify the first beast, he will not glorify himself.  In this aspect, he will 
mimic the Holy Spirit. Jesus said the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to testify to Him [Jesus], not of Himself: 
 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He 
will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you (John 16:13-15 ESV). 

 
The Holy Spirit teaches us about Jesus. In the same way, the false prophet will mimic the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. However, the false prophet will lead people into error instead of the truth. He will encourage them to 
worship the false Christ. 
 
3. He Will Build The Kingdom Of Antichrist 
 
As the Holy Spirit is the one who builds the church, the body of Christ, here upon the earth, it is the false 
prophet who builds the kingdom of Antichrist. This is another way in which this personage will mimic the work 
of God the Holy Spirit. 
 
4. He Will Be Third Person Of The Unholy Group Of Three Personages 
     
The false prophet is part of an unholy group of three personal beings. Each one of them is individually 
mentioned in Revelation chapter twenty. Scripture says: 
 

And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the 
false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever (Revelation 20:10 ESV). 

 
This emphasizes that he is distinct from the first beast, the Antichrist, and the devil. 
 
5. The False Prophet Brings Death Instead Of Life 
 
The false prophet, this second beast, brings death instead of life. This is in contrast to the Holy Spirit of God 
who gives life.  Indeed, we are told that it was the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead. Paul wrote 
about this to the Romans: 
 

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you (Romans 8:11 NIV). 

 
The contrast between God the Holy Spirit and this false prophet in this particular instance is obvious; One 
brings life while the other brings death. 
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6. He Marks Those Who Belong To Antichrist 
 
The false prophet marks those who worship the beast. In contrast to this, the Holy Spirit seals or marks those 
who believe in Jesus:  
 

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory (Ephesians 1:13-14 ESV). 

 
As the Lord marks or seals His people, the devil does the same.  
 
Summing Up The Unholy Trinity 
 
As we have mentioned, Satan, the Final Antichrist, and the False Prophet make up an unholy trinity. The gifted 
theologian of a past generation, Eric Sauer, sums up these three personages: 
 

According to Revelation 13 the Antichrist comes as the head of a human system at enmity with God. 
In quite open opposition to and imitation of the Divine Triunity this system is a unity of three trinities: 
Three persons: the Dragon [Satan], the Beast [the Final Antichrist] and the Prophet; 
Three cities: Jerusalem, Babylon, and Rome; 
Three principles: political, economic, and religious world unity. 
It is like a three-sided pyramid with the Satanic trinity at the pinnacle. It is the “tower of Babel” in final 
historical completion.  
So again, shattering and judgment are God’s answer to this challenge of mankind (Revelation 11:19-21 
compare Genesis 11:7. 
Correspondingly, the nature of Antichristianism (apart from the three cities) displays itself as follows: 
a. The personal trinity: 

(1) The anti-God; (2) the anti-Son; (3) the anti-Spirit 
b. The cultural trinity: 

(1) the political unity); (2) the economic unity; (3) the religious unity. 
(Erich Sauer, The Triumph of the Crucified, The Paternoster Press, First Published 1951, Copyright 1964, p.     
122). 

 
Well said. 
 
In conclusion, these are some of the things which we learn about the second beast of the Book of Revelation, 
the false prophet. Like the first beast, this second beast is completely and thoroughly evil. 
 
Summary To Question 34   
Who Is The Second Beast, The False Prophet? 
 
While false prophets have always existed, and will always exist, Scripture speaks of a final false prophet who 
appears at the end of this present age. The Word of God tells us a number of things about him. 
 
The Bible speaks of two beasts in the Book of Revelation. The first beast is a political and military leader, while 
the second beast is called “the” false prophet. He is more of a religious leader.  
 
From the Bible, we learn the following things about things about this second beast, this ultimate false prophet. 
 
We are told that he arises up from “the earth.” This is in contrast to the first beast which comes from “the sea.” 
“From the earth” could indicate that he has a non-heavenly origin. It is also possible that it could mean he is 
Jewish since the word translate “earth” could also be translated as “land,” meaning the Holy Land. 
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Scripture says that he appears like a harmless lamb in his speech and appearance but is actually a dragon. This 
description aligns him with the devil who is also called a dragon. 
 
We also discover that the second beast is not the same personage as the first beast. Neither is he the same 
personage as the devil. The Bible distinguishes between these three. Therefore, this second beast is a distinct 
personage from these other two beings. 
 
We also find that this second beast is a worker of miracles. While the first beast also has miracles attributed to 
him, it seems that the false prophet performs more miracles as well as greater miracles. The miracles of the 
second beast are similar to the ones in which the two witnesses of Revelation 11 performed. It seems that he 
wants to prove that he can duplicate anything that the Lord’s prophets can do. 
 
This second beast, therefore, appears to be a satanic John the Baptist. As John prepared the way for Jesus the 
Christ, this false prophet will prepare the world for the false Christ, the Antichrist. 
 
This second beast causes the people to make a physical image of the first beast. Somehow the false prophet is 
able to give life to this image or statue. This image will be placed in the Holy of Holies in a rebuilt temple in 
the city of Jerusalem. Jesus called this act of sacrilege the “abomination of desolation.” 
 
The false prophet then forces the people of the earth to worship this image. He also forces everyone upon the 
earth to be branded with the mark of this first beast. Without the mark, nobody will be able to buy or sell 
anything. Therefore, he is a facilitator of the program of the first beast. 
 
It is also possible that the second beast is the instrument that brings the first beast back from the dead after the 
first beast suffers a violent death. Since the second beast has the ability to give life to a lifeless statue of the first 
beast, it does not seem out of the question that he could also be given the power to raise the dead man of sin, 
the Antichrist, back to life.  
 
If this is what occurs then it is obvious these unique abilities must be granted by God; for He is the only One 
who has the power over life and death. For reasons, known to God alone, He allows this false prophet to 
deceive the people of the earth in this manner. 
 
We also find that the second beast, the false prophet, will experience the same fate as the devil and the first 
beast. Each of them will be thrown into the lake of fire where they will be tormented forever and ever. Such is 
the fate of these evil beings. 
 
There are a number of things which we learn about the character of the second beast, or the false prophet. 
They can be summed up as follows. 
 
As the first beast mimics Christ, the second beast mimics the Holy Spirit. For example, as the Holy Spirit draws 
people to Jesus Christ, the false prophet draws people to the man of sin.   
 
The second beast also glorifies the first beast in the same way the Holy Spirit glorifies God the Son, Jesus. The 
job of each of these personages is to glorify someone else rather than themselves. 
 
In addition, the false prophet is the third person in the unholy trinity. In this way, Satan counterfeits the God 
of the Bible in His very nature. As God is made up of three distinct Persons, or centers of consciousness, God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, the devil counterfeits this with himself, the beast, and the 
false prophet. 
 
The Holy Spirit of God brings life. Indeed, He is called the One who brought Jesus Christ back from the dead. 
He gives life. The false prophet, on the other hand, brings death. 
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Finally as the Holy Spirit marks those who believe in the God of the Bible, the false prophet marks those who 
belong to the Antichrist. Each group is branded, or marked, by their master. 
 
This is a brief summation of actions of the second beast of the Book of Revelation, the false prophet. Truly, 
he is a hideous personage. 
 
 

  



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 166 

Question 35 
 

Is The Second Beast, The False Prophet,  
An Actual Person? 

 
In the Book of Revelation we are introduced to a personage called the “second beast” or “false prophet.” The 
Bible says the following of this personage: 
 

Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. It 
exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship 
the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed (Revelation 13:11-12 ESV). 

 
Who is this second beast? Is it a genuine person, an evil force, or perhaps some evil institution? The false 
prophet has been identified with either a person, or some type of false religious system.  
 
What, therefore, is the best way to understand this reference? What is the author of the Book of Revelation 
attempting to communicate in his references to the second beast? 
 
The Symbolic Interpretation Of Bible Prophecy 
 
Usually those who hold that the second beast, the false prophet, is a mere symbol rather than an actual human 
being, think that Bible prophecy should be interpreted in a symbolic rather than a literal manner.  
 
Consequently, we should not attempt to see these as literal people who actually exist but rather as symbols or 
metaphors of evil. They contend that literal interpretation of Bible prophecy was not what the original authors 
had in mind.  
 
However, behind every symbol is some literal object. The problem we find with this viewpoint is that there is 
no consensus of opinion whatsoever as to what these symbols are symbolic of. The fact that no agreement can 
be reached as to what exactly these symbols do mean shows the meaninglessness of such a view.   
 
Response: He Is An Actual Person 
 
While some try to connect the passages concerning the false prophet with some type of evil system or false 
religion, there is much evidence to demonstrate that we are dealing with an actual human being.  
 
In other words, all the evidence seems to indicate that we must understand these references in a literal manner 
referring to a literal person. A number of points need to be made. 
 
1. He Is Linked With Satan And The First Beast They Are Always Treated As Real Beings 
 
To begin with, we find that the false prophet is linked with Satan as well as with the first beast. Scripture says 
that they all receive the same final punishment: 
 

But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf. 
With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. 
The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 19:20 NIV). 

 
Later we find that the devil is thrown into the same place as the beast and false prophet: 
And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false 
prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever (Revelation 20:10 NIV). 
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Satan is always treated in Scripture as an actual personage; he is never viewed as a non-real character. Since the 
beast and false prophet are thrown into the same lake of fire as the devil, we should assume that they are all 
genuine beings, not symbols. Consequently, we should assume that the false prophet is an actual person. 
 
2. Everything About Him Indicates A Person 
 
As we look at the way the false prophet is described in the Bible, we find that he is always treated as an actual 
human being. For one thing, we find that personal pronouns are used of the false prophet. This is another 
indication that he is an actual person, rather than some type of evil institution.  
 
Indeed, every description of him in the Book of Revelation indicates that we are dealing with a genuine 
individual. Nothing indicates we are dealing with some type of symbol. 
 
Add to this the fact that there are no other examples in Scripture of a non-personage who is spoken of as a 
singular “false prophet.” Every reference to a false prophet in Scripture concerns an actual person. We have no 
symbolic false prophets. 
 
Conclusion: The False Prophet Is An Actual Person 
 
Therefore, it seems best to view this coming “false prophet” as a genuine human being who encourages the 
people of this world to follow the first beast, the man of sin.  
 
In addition, this apostate religious leader leads the people of the earth to worship the devil himself. 
Consequently, the world should expect to see a literal person whom the Bible labels the “second beast,” the 
“false prophet.” 
 
Summary To Question 35  
Is The Second Beast, The False Prophet, An Actual Person? 
 
The Book of Revelation speaks of two specific beasts. They are known as the first beast and the second beast. 
The second beast is also called the false prophet.  
 
There have been those who believe the false prophet will not be an actual person but rather is representative 
or symbolic of something evil. Those who hold this view do not interpret all Bible prophecy in a literal manner.  
 
Indeed, the ones who hold this perspective do not believe that the writers of Scripture intend for us to 
understand prophetic matters literally but rather symbolically.  
 
The problem is that there is no consensus of opinion as to what the false prophet, the second beast, is symbolic 
of.  
 
On the other hand, there is every reason to interpret Scripture, wherever possible, in a literal manner. This 
includes prophetic issues. For one thing, Satan, the devil, is always treated in the Bible as an actual personage.  
 
Since he is mentioned alongside the first beast and the false prophet, and all three of them are eventually tossed 
into the lake of fire, it gives further evidence that the false prophet is an actual human being.  
 
Consequently, it is consistent with the rest of Scripture to see the false prophet as a literal human being who 
appears on the scene of history shortly before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  
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Question 36 
 

Who Are The Two Beasts In  
The Book Of Revelation? 

 
The Book of Revelation speaks of two coming beasts. They are called “the first beast” and “the second beast.” 
It is important that we understand the differences between these two personages. We can make the following 
observations. 
 
The First Beast: The Political Leader, The Final Antichrist 
 
The first beast we are introduced to is a political leader. He is the personage who heads up the final ten-nation 
confederation. He is described in this manner: 
 

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and 
blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and 
its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority 
(Revelation 13:1-2 ESV). 

 
The first beast is the final Antichrist. 
 
The Second Beast: The Religious Leader, The False Prophet 
 
The second beast is in contrast to the first beast. He is a religious leader. The Bible describes him in this manner: 
 

Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon 
(Revelation 13:11 ESV). 

 
The second beast calls attention to, and promotes, the first beast. He causes the people to follow the first beast. 
 
The Second Beast Has A Different Origin Than The First Beast 
 
While the origin of the first beast is “from the sea,” the origin of the second beast is “from the earth.” This 
could mean several possible things. 
 
“From the sea” could mean from the Gentile nations. In Scripture, the sea is often used to describe nations 
other than Israel. 
 
On the other hand, the phrase “from the earth” may indicate the land of Israel. The word translated “earth” 
can also be translated as “land.” It all depends upon the context. 
 
The Beasts Are Described Differently 
 
Each beast is described differently. The first beast is pictured as something ferocious. He is describes as a 
leopard with feet like a bear and a mouth like a lion. 
 
On the other hand, the second beast has the appearance of something harmless, a lamb. However, this second 
beast speaks like a dragon. Interestingly, we find the dragon in the description of each of these beasts.  
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They Have Different Missions 
 
The mission of each of these beasts is distinct. The second beast causes the people to worship the first beast. 
Scripture says the following of the “second beast:” 
 

It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship 
the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed (Revelation 13:12 ESV). 

 
The first beast is the one to whom all the attention is given. He is the leader, while the second beast is his 
promoter. Therefore, we find numerous differences in the description and mission of the two beasts.  
 
However, they are both united in their allegiance to the dragon, the devil himself. 
 
Summary To Question 36   
Who Are The Two Beasts In The Book Of Revelation? 
 
The Book of Revelation mentions two coming beasts. The first beast is a political leader who is the head of a 
ten-nation confederation. He is the biblical Antichrist, the man of sin. 
 
The second beast is a religious leader. He causes the people of the world to worship the first beast. Indeed, he 
does not demand worship for himself. He is known as the “false prophet.” 
 
The two beasts are different in a number of ways. For one thing they are distinguished from each other by their 
titles, the first beast and the second beast, as well as by their descriptions.  
 
The first beast is described as something ferocious while the second beast is pictured as a lamb, something 
harmless. However, each of them is energized by the dragon, Satan. Also they have different origins. The first 
beast originates from the sea. This may indicate the Gentile nations. The second beast originates from the earth, 
or the land. This could mean that he is Jewish, though this is not a necessary conclusion. 
 
The mission of each of these beasts is different. The first beast is the world ruler while the second is the 
promoter of the first beast. This second beast makes an image of the first beast and causes the people of the 
world to worship the image.  
 
While these two evil personages work together to deceive the world, they are distinct from one another although 
they are one in purpose. 
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Question 37 
 

Is The False Prophet, Rather Than  
The First Beast, The Predicted Antichrist? 

 
The Book of Revelation speaks of two “beasts.” The first beast is the political leader who rules the world. The 
second beast comes on the scene and causes people to worship the first beast. The second beast seems to be 
more of a religious leader. It is almost universally assumed that the predicted Antichrist in Scripture is to be 
identified with the first beast. 
 
However, there have been some commentators who believe the predicted Antichrist is actually the second beast 
of Revelation, not the first beast. The reasoning for this is as follows. 
 
The Antichrist Is A Religious Figure 
 
One reason concerns the nature of the Antichrist. He is usually viewed as a religious figure. If this is the case, 
then it seems that the second beast, the false prophet, would be the long-awaited Antichrist. The first beast is 
a political leader, the second beast is a religious leader. Indeed, the second beast is called “the false prophet.” 
 
When John wrote about the final Antichrist, he linked this personage to “false prophets.” He put it this way: 
 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already (1 
John 4:1-3 ESV). 

 
Here the final Antichrist is clearly linked to someone who is a false prophet. The spirit of Antichrist is what 
energizes false prophets. This would seem to indicate that the predicted Antichrist is a false prophet rather than 
a political leader. 
 
The First Beast Is A Gentile, The Second A Jew 
 
Another reason as to why the Antichrist is more likely to be the false prophet rather than the first beast, the 
political leader, concerns their origin. The first beast is described as coming out from the sea. Scripture says: 
 

Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten horns, with ten crowns on its horns. 
And written on each head were names that blasphemed God (Revelation 13:1 NLT). 

 
The second beast, on the other hand, comes from the earth. The Bible puts it this way. 
 

Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, and he spoke 
with the voice of a dragon (Revelation 13:11 NLT). 

 
The sea is likely symbolic of the Gentile nations. This would make the first beast a Gentile. The second beast 
is from the earth, or the land. This may indicate that he is most likely Jewish.  
 
Since the final Antichrist is the “anti” Messiah, many assume that he will be Jewish. If this is the case, then the 
second beast, the false prophet, is the predicted Antichrist. 
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It is for these reasons that a minority of Bible students believe the predicted Antichrist is actually the second 
beast of Revelation rather than the first beast. 
 
The View That The First Beast Is The Final Antichrist Makes The Most Sense 
 
While there are those who believe that the Final Antichrist is actually the second Beast, the False Prophet, it is 
better to see the first Beast as the predicted one who is to come. Eric Sauer provides an excellent summary as 
to why this is so: 
 

Of the two beasts in Revelation 13, the first is Antichrist the second is his prophet. This is shown by all that 
is said … concerning the anti-son and the anti-spirit. Further: of the two the first Beast stands always in the 
foreground (Revelation 13:12). The second has only the authority of the first Beast (Revelation 13:1). The 
number 666, exactly as does the “image” of the Beast … unmistakably relates to the first Beast, not to the 
second (Revelation 14:11, 15:2, 19,20). Almost all noted expositors so explain (Erich Sauer, The Triumph of 
the Crucified, The Paternoster Press, First Published 1951, Copyright 1964, p. 122). 
 

This does indeed seem to be the correct conclusion as to the identity of the predicted Antichrist. 
 
Each Of These Individuals Oppose Christ 
 
While the first Beast clearly appears to be  the final Antichrist, each of these individuals has the same purpose. 
Indeed, they willingly and maliciously turn people away from the true and living God of Scripture to serve and 
worship a false god. Consequently, they are both an “antichrist” in that sense of the term. 
 
Summary To Question 37  
Is The False Prophet, Rather Than The Beast, The Predicted Antichrist? 
 
The Book of Revelation mentions two “beasts” who are going to terrorize the world. These beasts are actually 
human beings. The first beast is a political leader while the second beast is a religious leader, the false prophet. 
Almost all commentators believe that the first beast is the predicted man of sin, or the final Antichrist.  
 
Yet there is a minority of commentators who think this is not the case. They believe the final Antichrist is 
actually the second beast, the false prophet. Since this second beast is a religious leader, rather than a political 
leader, they allege that it seems to make more sense to see him as the predicted Antichrist.  
 
Furthermore, there is evidence that the first Beast is a Gentile and not a Jew. If this is the case, then he could 
not be received by the Jews as their Messiah. This, it is alleged, means the Antichrist, or false Christ, is the 
second Beast, the false prophet. Of course, this assumes that the Final Antichrist will claim to be the Messiah, 
something that is not necessarily taught in Scripture. 
 
However, as we noted, when the totality of evidence is examined, it seems clear that the first Beast is the Final 
Antichrist. This is the view of the great majority of commentators on the subject. 
 
In one sense, each of these beasts act in the role of Antichrist. Indeed, each of these is opposed to Christ and 
His kingdom and each of them intentionally attempts to pull people away from the true God.  
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Question 38 
 

Will The False Prophet Actually Make People  
Worship The Antichrist And The Devil? 

 
From the beginning of his existence, it seems that the devil has wanted to be worshipped. He now gets his 
chance during the period of the great tribulation which comes upon the earth. The Book of Revelation says the 
false prophet will cause the world to worship the first beast as well as the devil. Scripture says: 
 

People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the 
beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against it?” (Revelation 13:4 NIV). 

 
The beast is worshipped for his miraculous return to life after experiencing a mortal head wound. This event 
awes the world. However, the worship is not limited to this beast. The devil, who gives the authority to the 
beast, also receives worship.  
 
Devil Worship Has Always Been In The Minority 
 
While there have been examples of people worshipping the devil throughout history, it has only been a very 
small percentage which have publicly or privately done this. This will all change during the period known as the 
great tribulation. Devil worship will be the norm. 
 
The Devil Has Always Wanted Worship 
 
From a study of Scripture, it seems that the created being who became the devil has always desired to be 
worshipped. In fact, one of the temptations aimed at Jesus was the challenge to fall down and worship of the 
devil. We find the following exchange took place between Jesus and Satan:  
 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
splendor.  “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, 
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only’” (Matthew 4:8-
10 NIV). 

 
Jesus was told that He could bypass the cross if He would bow down and worship the devil. Jesus refused. This 
evil personage certainly does not deserve worship. Rather it is Jesus Christ, and Him alone, who deserves our 
worship. 
 
He Will Not Deserve The Worship 
 
Therefore, while the people of the earth will be forced to worship the first beast, the final Antichrist, as well as 
the devil, this worship will be completely undeserved. As we have stressed, worship belongs to the God of the 
Bible and to nobody else. 
 
Summary To Question 38 
Will The False Prophet Actually Make People Worship The Antichrist And The Devil? 
 
One of the predicted events in the Book of Revelation concerns the actual worship of the first beast, the man 
of sin. In addition to this, we also find that the people will worship the devil himself. The Bible says that the 
second beast, the false prophet, will cause the people of the earth to worship this first beast. Yet this is not all 
that he will do. We are also told that the people on the earth will also be forced to worship Satan, the devil. 
This seems to be a public acknowledgement of the devil. In other words, they will knowingly worship him.  
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In the past, devil worship has been limited to a minority of people. However, in the great tribulation period, 
everyone upon the earth will be forced to publicly acknowledge Satan as their object of worship. If they do not, 
they will die.  
 
Consequently, whether it will be freely or unwillingly, the devil will be publicly worshipped by those who live 
upon the earth at that time. There will be those who refuse. Scripture says that many of them will pay for their 
refusal with their lives. 
 
This public worship will fulfill what the devil has always wanted for himself, adoration. Indeed, one of the 
temptations that he addressed to Christ concerned worshipping him. Satan said that if Jesus would only fall 
down and worship him, then Christ would not have had to go through the necessary sufferings to secure our 
salvation and establish His kingdom.  
 
Jesus refused to worship Satan. Instead He paid the price for our salvation by His death on the cross. This is 
why He alone deserves our worship.  
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Question 39 
 

What Is The Mark  
Of The Beast? 

 
In the thirteen chapter of the Book of Revelation we are told about one of the things which is forced upon the 
people who live in the world shortly before the Second Coming of Christ. To be able to buy or sell, each 
individual must take the “mark of the beast.” John wrote: 
 

He [the false prophet] also caused everyone (small and great, rich and poor, free and slave) to obtain a mark 
on their right hand or on their forehead. Thus no one was allowed to buy or sell things unless he bore the 
mark of the beast-that is, his name or his number (Revelation 13:16-17 NET). 

 
There are several things which we learn from Scripture about this coming mark. They include the following. 
 
1. The False Prophet Is The One Who Institutes And Enforces This 
 
The promoter of the first beast, the second beast, the false prophet, is the one who enforces this mark. He is 
the one who makes everyone receive this mark. It is not done by the final Antichrist himself.  
 
2. It Seems To Be A Physical Mark 
 
The mark of the beast seems to be some type of physical image which is placed upon the forehead or right 
hand. Therefore, Scripture seems to say that this mark will be observable with the naked eye. It does not seem 
to be some type of computer chip which is implanted underneath the skin. Seemingly, everyone will be able to 
see the mark.  
 
However, we certainly cannot be confident of this. It is possible that it will be invisible to the naked eye. We 
just do not know enough to be certain about this point. 
 
3. It Is Placed Upon The Right Hand Or Forehead 
 
The next thing we learn about the mark is its placement of it. It will go on either the right hand or the forehead 
of the person. This will seemingly make it obvious to everyone whether or not someone has this particular 
mark. Apparently, it will be in plain sight.  

 
4. Everyone Has To Receive This Mark To Buy Or Sell 
 
Scripture is also clear that everyone has to receive this mark, there are no exceptions. Rich or poor, young or 
old, everyone must have it. Without this mark, there would be no buying or selling, no commerce whatsoever. 
 
5. It Cannot Be Removed From The Person 
 
Once the mark of the beast has been given to a person, it cannot be removed. It remains upon that person as 
long as they are alive. In other words, it is a permanent mark.  
 
6. The Mark Is A Number 
 
The mark constitutes a specific number. It is 666. No other mark or tattoo will be acceptable. It must be the 
666. 
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7. It Is The Number Of The Beast 
 
We also find that this mark is the number of the name of the beast. In some way, this number is linked to the 
first beast. 
 
8. It Is A Sign Of Ownership 
 
Receiving the mark, the brand of the beast, indicates ownership. Scripture gives examples of God marking 
certain people. For example, the Lord marked Cain. We read about this in the Book of Genesis: 
 

Then the LORD put a mark on Cain to warn anyone who might try to kill him (Genesis 4:15 NLT). 
 
In this instance, it was a mark of protection. 
 
In addition, during the great tribulation period, the Lord will mark 144,000 separate individuals who will be His 
witnesses: 
 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the 
earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. Then I saw another angel 
coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels 
who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees 
until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” Then I heard the number of those who 
were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel (Revelation 7:1-4 NIV). 

 
This will also be a mark of protection and ownership; they belong to Him. 
 
As the Lord marks His people, the beast will mark his own. This is another way in which this man of sin mimics 
the Lord. 
 
Many People Will Refuse To Accept The Mark 
 
We know from Scripture that there will be a number of people who will refuse to take this “mark of the beast.” 
The Book of Revelation says: 
 

I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. 
They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their 
hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years (Revelation 20:4 NIV). 

 
These people will pay with their lives. Yet this is a small price to pay to be able to spend eternity with the Lord. 
 
This sums up what the Scripture has to say about the mark of the beast. 
 
Summary To Question 39 
What Is The Mark Of The Beast? 
 
The Book of Revelation speaks of something known as the “mark of the beast.” This is some type of physical 
brand that the second beast, the false prophet, the promoter of Antichrist, will force upon all the people of the 
world. Each person will have to receive this mark. It is the mark of the first beast, the final Antichrist.  
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The Bible is clear that nobody at that time will be able to buy or sell without having the mark of the beast on 
their person. There will be no exceptions. This will be placed either upon their right hand, or upon their 
forehead. 
 
The mark will consist of a specific number 666. This number is somehow related to the name of the first beast, 
the man of sin. 
 
The mark is a sign of ownership. Indeed, Scripture give examples of the Lord marking certain people as His 
own. This includes the Old Testament character Cain. He was marked for his own protection.  
 
During the great tribulation period, before the mark of the beast is instituted, the Lord will place His mark on 
144,000 men, twelve thousand out of each of the twelve tribes of Israel. These “marked individuals will function 
as His witnesses during that horrific period of judgment which will come upon the people of the earth. 
 
Therefore, just as the Lord marked His own people with His particular mark, the Antichrist will counterfeit 
God’s ways by marking his own people. This mark signifies that the person is fully owned by this first beast, 
the Antichrist.  
 
The mark seems to be permanent. Once the person receives this mark the beast seemingly owns them as long 
as they are alive. If this is the case, then all hope for them is gone. Therefore, it is a horrific thing for someone 
to receive the mark of the beast. Scripture tells us that there will be many people who do not receive this mark 
of the beast. While many of them will pay for this refusal with their lives, this is much better than going into 
eternity separated from the Lord. 
 
The good news is that people have been warned ahead of time about this mark. The bad news is that people 
will still receive this mark in defiance of the Lord. 
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Question 40 
 

Can Anyone Be Saved If They  
Receive The Mark Of The Beast? 

 
The mark of the beast indicates his ownership. Those who willingly receive his mark are allowing him to literally 
“own” their souls. Does this mean that those who take the mark of the beast are forever owned by the man of 
sin and the devil that inspires him? What does the Scripture have to say about this? 
 
What Is The Mark Of The Beast? 
 
The mark is a brand which will be placed upon the right hand or the forehead of a person. This will only occur 
in the last three-and one-half years before the return of Jesus Christ to the earth. The Book of Revelation says 
the following about the reception of the mark:  
 

And he requires everyone — small and great, rich and poor, free and slave — to be given a mark on his 
right hand or on his forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark: the beast’s name or 
the number of his name (Revelation 13:16,17 CSB). 

 
Without the mark of the beast, nobody will be able to buy anything or sell anything. In other words, without 
the mark, nobody will be able to survive. 
 
What Happens When The Mark Is Received 
 
When the mark of the beast is willingly received by a person, then their eternity is once and for all settled. In 
other words, their fate is sealed, they have no hope. The Bible explains it this way: 
 

And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its 
image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine of God’ wrath, poured 
full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the 
holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, 
and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the 
mark of its name” (Revelation 14:9-11 ESV). 

 
These words seem to make clear the terrible fate of those who willingly receive the mark of the beast. They will 
be eternally punished for their act of defiance against the Lord. 
 
Not Everyone Agrees They Are Without Hope 
 
There are those commentators who believe that it will be possible for a person to turn to Jesus Christ even 
after they have received the mark of the beast. The reasoning is this: as long as a person is alive, they have the 
choice whether to receive the forgiveness of Christ, or to reject it. This includes those who have received the 
mark of the beast.  
 
The Holy Spirit Must Draw People To Christ 
 
This is, however, a minority view among Bible students. Furthermore, it is questionable as to whether the Holy 
Spirit would even work with these individuals who have denied Jesus Christ by taking the mark of the beast. 
Scripture makes it clear that nobody is able to be saved from their sins apart from the work of the Holy Spirit. 
This being the case, we should not hold out hope for those who have willingly received this mark. 
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The Mark Of The Beast Has Not Happened Yet! 
 
We cannot emphasize this too much. Nobody has yet received the mark of the beast. Therefore, people should 
not be concerned at this time about taking the mark by accident. That cannot happen! 
 
When the mark of the beast is eventually administered, it will be given to those who willingly take it, and who 
know exactly what it means. Indeed, they are dedicating themselves to the worship of the beast. Consequently, 
we should not be worried that we may take the mark of the beast by mistake, or accident.  
 
Summary To Question 40   
Can Anyone Be Saved If They Receive The Mark Of The Beast? 
 
There is a legitimate concern by people about receiving the mark of the beast, the branding that the false 
prophet attempts to place upon every human being during the time of the great tribulation. The mark will be 
either the name of the beast, the Antichrist, or the number of his name, 666. It will be placed upon either the 
right hand or the forehead. Scripture says that nobody will be able to buy or sell without having this mark. The 
Bible says that the punishment that God will mete out for those taking this mark is eternal damnation. 
Consequently, it is crucial that the people living at that time should refuse to take the mark of the beast. 
 
The Bible seems to clearly say that once a person willingly receives that particular mark no hope remains for 
them. Indeed, they are forever lost in sin. Salvation from sin now becomes impossible. Some, however, dispute 
this. They think that as long as a person remains alive there is still hope for them to turn to Christ and be saved. 
This includes those who have received the mark of the beast. Yet, the Bible clearly says that nobody can come 
to Christ apart from the drawing of the Holy Spirit. It is questionable as to whether the Holy Spirit would 
attempt to convict a person of their need for Jesus Christ after they have willingly rejected him by receiving the 
mark of the beast. 
 
Whatever the case may be, it is essential for those who are alive when the mark of the beast is administered to 
refuse to take the mark. While this will most likely result in their own death, the consequences of receiving the 
mark are so much worse. 
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Question 41 
 

Is The Number Of The Beast 666 Or 616? 
 
One of the most well-known parts of the Bible, by believer and unbeliever alike, is the famous, or infamous, 
number of the coming beast of Revelation, the man of sin. His number is 666. Scripture says: 
 

This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the beastʼs number, for it is manʼs number, 
and his number is 666 (Revelation 13:18 NET). 

 
The number of the beast will be 666. People living at the time of his appearance will be able to confirm his 
identity. The question is this: how will they be able to do this? 
 
How The Identity Of The Beast Is Confirmed 
 
To confirm the identity of the coming beast, the final Antichrist, it will be a matter of calculating the number 
of the name of that person, it will add up to 666. This is done by a process called Gematria. This refers to giving 
a numeric value to letters of the alphabet. Some languages, including Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, have numeric 
value for each letter.  
 
Hebrew 
 
In Hebrew, the first ten letters represent the numbers 1-10. The remainder of the letters represents the numbers 
20, 30, etc., all the way up until 100, then 200, 300 and 400. Therefore, using these letters to represent numbers, 
the names in the Hebrew language can be given specific numeric values. 
 
Greek  
 
In the same way, the Greek alphabet also has numbers which represent each letter. Latin also gives numeric 
value to the letters of the alphabet. 
 
Which Alphabet To Use? 
 
One of the issues which must be addressed concerns which of these three languages should be used to calculate 
the identity of the beast. Should Hebrew, Greek, or Latin be used?  
 
Among scholars there is no consensus of opinion; though most scholars would argue that Greek is the language 
which should be utilized.  
 
A few, however, believe it is Hebrew which should be employed. Very few argue that we should use Latin to 
calculate the identity of this first beast of Revelation, the coming Antichrist. 
 
666 Or 616? 
 
However, another problem arises. A few manuscripts of the Book of Revelation, including the earliest existing 
one which dates to about A.D. 300, have the number 616 instead of 666! The number 665 is also found in some 
manuscripts.  
 
What are we to make of this? What is the real number of the beast? How can his identity be confirmed if we 
do not know the exact number to calculate? 
666 Is The Best Reading  
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While it is true that a few biblical manuscripts read 616 instead of 666, most New Testament textual scholars 
still regard the 666 as the true reading. The early church Father Irenaeus, writing around A.D. 200, called 
attention to the manuscripts in his day which read 616. He gave a number of reasons as to why this particular 
number should be rejected. However, from the statements of Irenaeus, we know that such a reading did exist 
at an early date.  
 
The Greek manuscript, called p115, which has been recently published, and dated about A.D. 300, only confirms 
what was already known; the 616 reading was around at an early date. 
 
616 Is The Number Of Nero In Latin And Caligula In Greek 
 
It seems that one of the reasons why 616 may have showed up in certain manuscripts has to do with identifying 
the beast with two Roman Emperors, Caesar Nero and Caligula. Indeed, 616 is the number of Caesar Nero 
when written in Latin, and the number of Caligula in Greek.  
 
Therefore, it seems that this particular reading of these few manuscripts was motivated in an attempt to link 
one of these two evil Roman Emperors to the first beast of the Book of Revelation.  
 
666 Seems To Be His Number 
 
When all is said and done, right now there is no reason to reject the evidence which gives the number of the 
beast at 666. However, this does not mean that 616 can be completely ruled out.   
 
Summary To Question 41   
Is The Number Of The Beast 666 Or 616? 
 
The famous number 666 is the number of the name of the first beast, the final Antichrist in the Book of 
Revelation. This number is to be used by those living at the time of his appearance to confirm his identity. To 
do this, the letters of his name must be given a numeric value. The numbers of the letters of the name of this 
coming man of sin will add up to 666. 
 
This being the case, it is important that 666 is the correct number. There are, however, some manuscripts of 
the Book of Revelation which have the number as 616 instead of 666. Which one of these numbers is correct? 
 
We know that the number 616 was found in biblical manuscripts at an early date. Irenaeus, who died about 
A.D. 200, reported that a number of manuscripts in his day read 616. While he rejected 616 in favor of 666, the 
fact remains that some early manuscripts had this reading. It seems that the number 616 may have been put in 
these manuscripts for a specific reason; it is the number of Caesar Nero when put into Latin. It is also argued 
that it is the number of the name of the Roman Emperor Caligula in Greek.  
 
Since most textual scholars believe that 666 is the correct reading here, this is probably the best way to view 
the issue at the present. However, if further evidence is brought forward for the reading 616, then it must be 
considered. Yet as of now there is no real compelling reason to reject the traditional understanding that 666 is 
the number of the beast. 
 
It must be emphasized that this number will only be important for those living at that time in history. If the 
true believers in Jesus Christ, the New Testament Church, are taken out of the world before the last seven year 
great tribulation period, then calculating the number of the coming beast will have no meaning for them 
whatsoever. Indeed, at that time they will have better things on their mind, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself! 
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Question 42 
 

How Will The Antichrist  
Imitate Jesus? 

 
The idea behind the term Antichrist is one who imitates Christ, or attempts to usurp the authority of the rightful 
Messiah. From a study of Scripture, we find that this final Antichrist will imitate or mimic Jesus Christ in a 
number of significant ways. These include the following 
 
1. He Will Make A Covenant, An Agreement, With Israel 
 
The final Antichrist starts his career by making an agreement with Israel. This is explained in the Book of 
Daniel: 
 

And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he shall put an end 
to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the 
decreed end is poured out on the desolator (Daniel 9:27 ESV). 

 
Jesus, the genuine Messiah, also makes a peace covenant with the nation. The prophet Ezekiel recorded the 
Lord saying: 
 

I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set 
them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore (Ezekiel 37:26 
ESV). 

 
Each has their own covenant of peace. However, the covenant made with Antichrist is called a “covenant of 
death.” The Lord said: 
 

Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an agreement, when 
the overwhelming whip passes through it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, and in 
falsehood we have taken shelter” (Isaiah 28:15 ESV). 

 
The two covenants could not be more different. Indeed, one is from “heaven” and the other from “hell.” 
 
2. He Will Ride A White Horse 
 
As the judgments recorded in the Book of Revelation begin, we are introduced to a rider on a white horse: 
 

Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures 
say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, 
and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer (Revelation 6:1-2 ESV). 

 
Many people believe this will be the Antichrist, or at the very least, individuals making the way for the final 
Antichrist. 
 
When Jesus Christ returns to the earth, He will come back riding upon a white horse. The Book of Revelation 
records His return in this manner: 
 

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and 

in righteousness he judges and makes war (Revelation 19:11 ESV). 
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This is another way in which Christ is imitated. 
 
3. He Will Perform Miracles 
 
Jesus performed miracles. They were part of the credentials of the predicted Messiah. These miracles were 
performed to further the kingdom of God. The Gospel according to Matthew explains it as follows: 
 

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them” (Matthew 11:2-5 
ESV). 

 
The final Antichrist will also perform miraculous signs but his miracles will further the kingdom of Satan:   
 

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, and 
with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be 
saved (2 Thessalonians 2:9,10 ESV). 

 
Therefore, the man of sin mimics the Lord in miracle-working. 
 
4. He Will Claim To Be God 
 
Jesus Christ was God in human flesh. Scripture says: 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God (John 1:1 NIV). 
 
Antichrist, a mere human, will claim to be God: 
 

Who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat 
in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 ESV). 

 
His claim, of course, is false.  
 
5. He Will Cause People to Worship Him 
 
Jesus rightfully received the worship from His creation. Indeed, the writer to the Hebrews stated that even the 
angels were commanded to worship Jesus, God the Son: 
 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”? Or 
again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when God brings his firstborn into the 
world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him” (Hebrews 1:5-6 NIV). 

 
The final Antichrist, who does not deserve worship, desires to be adored by the people. Scripture says that he 
will be worshipped by the inhabitants of the world: 
 

People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the 
beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against it?” (Revelation 13:4 NIV). 

 
Therefore, God the Son, who deserves to be worshipped, will be worshipped. The man of sin, Antichrist, who 
does not deserve to be worshipped, will receive worship from a sinful, evil world. 
 



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 183 

6. He May Claim A Resurrection 
 
There is the possibility that the final Antichrist will pull off a fake or counterfeit resurrection. The Bible says 
the following event will transpire:  
 

One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled as they followed the beast (Revelation 13:3 ESV). 

 
In contrast, Jesus actually rose from the dead, never to die again. We have this wonderful account of what 
occurred on Easter Sunday: 
 

And as they [the women] were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why 
do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he 
was still in Galilee (Luke 24:5-6 ESV). 

 
Therefore, we have the contrast between a genuine resurrection, Jesus, and a phony, or counterfeit, resurrection 
that takes place with the man of sin.  
 
Even if the first beast, the Antichrist, does actually die and then comes back to life, it will not be a resurrection 
like that of Jesus. Jesus came back in a glorified body. There is no indication whatsoever that the Antichrist will 
return in some type of indestructible body, as is the case in the body of Jesus.  
 
Furthermore, Jesus’ resurrected body cannot experience suffering. We know that whatever body the Antichrist 
has, he will suffer in it forever when he is cast alive into the lake of fire. Therefore, whatever does happen to 
him is certainly not the same thing as what happened to Jesus on Easter Sunday. 
 
7. He Will Put His Mark Or Brand On The Forehead Of His Followers 
 
Another way in which the final Antichrist will mimic the ministry of Jesus is by having a mark, or some type of 
branding, placed upon the forehead of his followers. We are told that the Lord marks 144,000 people out of 
the twelve tribes of Israel: 
 

Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called 
with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do not 
harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 
And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel (Revelation 
7:2-4 ESV). 

 
In the same way, the mark of the Antichrist will be placed upon all of those who dwell upon the face of the 
earth. His cohort, the false prophet will make this happen. The Bible explains it in this manner:  
 

The second beast was empowered to give life to the image of the first beast so that it could speak, and 
could cause all those who did not worship the image of the beast to be killed. He also caused everyone 
(small and great, rich and poor, free and slave) to obtain a mark on their right hand or on their forehead. 
Thus no one was allowed to buy or sell things unless he bore the mark of the beast-that is, his name or his 
number (Revelation 13:15-17 NET) 

 
While this mark is actually facilitated by the false prophet, the second beast, it is another instance of the man 
of sin mimicking the “man of sorrows.” Those who are marked belong to the beast. 
 
These are some of the obvious ways in which the coming Antichrist will mimic Jesus, the genuine Christ. 
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Summary To Question 42  
How Will A Personal Antichrist Imitate Jesus? 
 
The Antichrist will be an individual who will attempt of imitate or mimic Jesus Christ, the genuine Messiah, in 
every way possible. This is not surprising because the word anti can mean, among other things, “in place of” or 
“instead of.” We find this personage mimicking Jesus in the following ways. 
 
First, he will make a peace agreement with the Jews. Scripture says that Jesus also has an agreement of peace 
with Israel. Thus, by making his own agreement, the man of sin is imitating the Lord. 
 
Antichrist is also pictured in Scripture as riding on a white horse. When Jesus returns to the earth with the 
believers, He will be riding a white horse.  
 
Jesus was a miracle worker. This was part of His credentials as the Messiah. Antichrist will also be a miracle 
worker of sorts with his own brand of miraculous deeds. Yet his miraculous deeds are called “lying wonders,” 
or “lying miracles.” 
 
Jesus Christ is the eternal God. Therefore, He could rightly make claims that only God Himself can make. We 
find Jesus claiming to be God both directly and indirectly. 
 
Antichrist will falsely claim Deity. In an act of defiance again the Lord, this man of sin will place himself in the 
Holy of Holies of a rebuilt temple and claim that he is God. Though his act will imitate the claims of the Lord, 
this man of lawlessness has no right to make any such claims. 
 
As Christ Jesus rightfully received the worship of the people, the coming Antichrist will demand worship. It 
seems that while many will willingly worship this coming beast, the Antichrist, many will do so only because 
they will forfeit their lives if they do not. Therefore, not all of the worship that he receives will be heartfelt. 
 
There is also the possibility that the final Antichrist will fake his own death and resurrection. In doing so, it 
would be a parody or counterfeit of the actual resurrection of Jesus.  
 
We also have the possibility, even the likelihood that the Lord will allow this man of sin to die and come back 
to life. Yet this is not the same as the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus was raised in an eternal glorified body, one 
which is not subject to pain and suffering. The body of the final Antichrist, whatever the properties it may have, 
does not include indestructibility. Indeed, we are told that he will be consciously tormented day and night 
forever and ever. At the very best, he will be resuscitated, or re-animated, not resurrected.  
 
Finally, we discover that Antichrist imitates Jesus in that his mark, or branding, is placed upon the forehead of 
his followers. The brand, 666, indicates ownership. Earlier in the Book of Revelation, we are told that Jesus 
places His mark on the foreheads of 144,000 people, twelve thousand men from each of the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Thus, we find another way in which the final Antichrist imitates Jesus. 
 
Consequently, we see that in many ways, this coming man of sin, the false Messiah, will imitate Jesus Christ, 
the genuine Messiah. 
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Question 43 
 

Should We Try To Determine  
The Identity Of The Final Antichrist? 

 
The Bible speaks of a personage coming on the scene of history known as the beast, the Antichrist. The 
evidence is clear that he has not yet appeared in history. This being the case, should we attempt to determine 
his identity? Are believers to look for this coming Antichrist? 
 
1. The Pre-Tribulation View: The Church Will Not Experience The Final Antichrist 
 
There are many Bible believers who say that the Lord never intended the church, the true believers in Christ, 
to know the identity of the coming Antichrist because they will never experience him in person. While the spirit 
of Antichrist is certainly alive and well, and working in the world today, the final Antichrist has yet to come.  
 
When he does come, the New Testament church will not be upon the earth. The church will first be taken out 
of the world at the rapture. The living believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. It is only after this 
happens that the final Antichrist can be revealed. 
 
2. Antichrist Deals Primarily With Israel 
 
In addition, according to the pre-tribulation rapture position, the final Antichrist will primarily deal with the 
nation Israel. Indeed, the time of the appearance of Antichrist is known as the “seventieth week of Daniel.” It 
is a period when the Lord once again deals with Israel as a nation. The church is not around at this time. 
 
While Antichrist will indeed persecute the saints, these saints are not part of the New Testament church. The 
church is never pictured in the various predictions about the Antichrist.  
 
Therefore, this individual will not become prominent during this present age.  
 
3. All Attempted Identifications Have Been Futile 
 
It is clear that the many past attempts to identify the final Antichrist have been mistaken. Though many sincere 
people were absolutely certain that they have correctly identified the coming man of sin with some 
contemporary personage, their identification has always been incorrect. This should teach us a lesson. It is not 
for us to know his identity! 
 
4. All Attempted Identifications Will Be Futile 
 
Indeed, if the pre-tribulation rapture view is correct, then all attempted identifications of the coming Antichrist, 
by definition, will be futile! His identity will remain unknown until the time the church is taken out of the world. 
It is only at that time that he will appear on the scene.  
 
When he does appear, he will start as a relatively unknown person and then work his way up into a position of 
world leadership. This is further evidence that his identity will not be immediately apparent. 
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Summary To Question 43  
Should We Try To Determine The Identity Of The Final Antichrist? 
 
The final Antichrist, the man of sin who will rule over most, if not all of the world, is coming. This seems to 
be clear. This being the case, should Christians attempt to determine the identity of this future world ruler? 
What is our responsibility? 
 
According to the pre-tribulation rapture position, the church will be taken out of the world before the 
appearance of this Antichrist. Thus, he will be unknown as far as the church is concerned. We will not be 
around to identify him. 
 
This is because the future Antichrist will primarily deal with the nation of Israel, not the New Testament church. 
His coming on the scene of history has to do with fulfilling one final seven-year period of Israel’s history, the 
seventieth week of Daniel. To this day, this time period remains unfulfilled.  
 
This explains why all previous attempts to identify the coming Antichrist have been wrong. Well-meaning 
people have assumed they have determined the identity of the beast, the Antichrist. Yet all of them have been 
incorrect.  
 
If the church is to be taken out of the world before the great tribulation period, then the identification of the 
coming man of sin is not only futile, it is not possible. His true identity is being held back until that moment 
the true church, the believers in Jesus, are removed from this world. 
 
Christians, therefore, should not spend endless hours speculating on something to which they could never 
know the answer. Better use should be made of our time. 
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Question 44 
 

How Has Antichrist Been  
Misidentified In The Past? 

 
The answer to this particular question could actually fill up several books! The predicted final Antichrist of 
Scripture has indeed been misidentified many times in the past. Furthermore, it seems fair to say that he will 
also be misidentified in the future. 
 
However, it must be said that some of these people, who were misidentified as the final Antichrist, could rightly 
be called “Antichrist” since they have certain of the qualities of the coming man of sin. Yet, they were not the 
beast, the man of sin, the final Antichrist, the coming Caesar, which Scripture says will arrive upon the scene 
shortly before the return of Jesus Christ. 
 
While not desiring to be exhaustive, we can list some of the more interesting identifications which have missed 
the mark. They include the following. 
 
The Roman General Pompey: The Anti-Messiah 
 
Even before the First Coming of Jesus Christ to the earth, there were identifications by the Jews of an “anti-
Messiah.” In a work written before the time of Christ, known as the “Psalms of Solomon,” the Roman general 
Pompey is called the “adversary of God.” 
 
Pompey profaned the temple by entering the Holy of Hollies after his conquest of Jerusalem in 63 B.C.  He, 
therefore, is called “the dragon” in this work written about 60 B.C. Scripture tells us that the final Antichrist 
will himself profane the temple in an act of defiance against the Lord. 
 
Caligula: The Crazed Roman Emperor 
 
During the first century, the Roman Emperor Caligula looked like a good candidate for the predicted Antichrist. 
Indeed, he ordered a statue of himself to be placed in the temple in Jerusalem. If this act would have been 
carried out, it would have fulfilled the prediction of Jesus. Indeed, the Lord warned the people to look for the 
following to take place: 
 

So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place 
(let the reader understand) (Matthew 24:15 ESV). 

 
The temple is to be desecrated by the coming man of sin. Caligula attempted to fulfill this prediction. However, 
this crazed emperor died in A.D. 41, and his orders were never carried out. While for a time it looked like he 
may be the one Jesus spoke about, his premature death ended any chance of him being the predicted desolator. 
 
Nero: The Emperor Who Blamed Christians For The Fire Of Rome 
 
One of the most popular identifications of Antichrist was that of Caesar Nero. In many ways, his life mirrored 
that of the final Antichrist. For one thing, he blamed the Christians for the great fire of Rome. Nero then set 
out to specifically target them for persecution.  
 
When he was condemned to death by the Roman Senate in A.D. 68, Nero committed suicide. Since he died 
alone, the rumors persisted that he was not really dead. While the return of Nero was expected for a number 
of years after his death, it was eventually realized that this man would not fulfill what the Scripture predicted 
about the final Antichrist. 
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Domitian: The Emperor Who Banished The Apostle John To Patmos 
 
The Roman Emperor Domitian was the person who banished John the Apostle to the Island of Patmos late in 
the first century A.D. Since he was the current Emperor at the time of the composition of the Book of 
Revelation, many saw him as the first beast, the Antichrist.  
 
In fact, there are some interpreters of Revelation who still believe Domitian was the beast which John wrote 
about. This perspective holds that most of the events in the Book of Revelation were all fulfilled in the first 
century A.D., whether literally or figuratively. 
 
Diocletian: The Emperor Who Ordered Empire-Wide Persecution Of Christians 
 
The Roman Emperor Diocletian had a number of qualities of the final Antichrist. In A.D. 303, Diocletian 
instituted the most thorough persecution of Christians to that date. The church historian Eusebius relates what 
happened in this manner: 
 

It was the nineteenth year of Diocletian’s reign [A.D. 303] and the month Dystrus, called March by the 
Romans, and the festival of the Savior’s Passion was approaching, when an imperial decree was published 
everywhere, ordering the churches to be razed to the ground and the Scriptures destroyed by fire, and 
giving notice that those in places of honor would lose their places, and domestic staff, if they continued to 
profess Christianity, would be deprived of their liberty. Such was the first edict against us. Soon afterwards 
other decrees arrived in rapid succession, ordering that the presidents of the churches in every place should 
all be first committed to prison and then coerced by every possible means into offering sacrifice (Eusebius, 
History of the Church (VIII.2) 

 
This edict concerned three things. Diocletian ordered all Christian churches to be destroyed, ordered all copies 
of Scripture to be burned, and deprived believers in Jesus Christ of their civil rights. These despicable acts made 
him a candidate for the predicted Antichrist.  
 
Julian The Apostate: He Wanted To Rebuild The Temple 
 
After the rule of Constantine, there was the rise of an anti-Christian Emperor known as Julian the Apostate. 
This evil ruler attempted to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem in defiance of the words of Christ. In many ways, 
Julian was an Antichrist, but he was not the final Antichrist. 
 
Charlemagne: The Man Who Wanted To Rebuild The Roman Empire 
 
Charlemagne, Charles the Great, was the King of the Franks. He lived from A.D. 742-814. During his rule, he 
controlled a large portion of Europe. Indeed, he was the first ruler of an empire in Western Europe after the 
fall of the Roman Empire. He was viewed as a possible candidate for the final Antichrist because of his attempt 
to rebuild the fallen Roman Empire. This will ultimately occur when this future “man of sin” comes upon the 
scene. Charlemagne, however, died before achieving this lofty goal. 
 
The Protestant Reformers Believed The Pope Was Antichrist 
 
At the time of the Protestant Reformation, it almost became an article of faith that the pope and the papacy 
constituted the biblical Antichrist. In fact, the Protestant reformers were unified in their belief that Antichrist 
had appeared in the person of the pope in Rome. 
 
Rome, of course, responded to those attacks. Interestingly, one of the arguments which Rome advanced to 
show that the pope could not be the predicted Antichrist was the fact that the coming man of sin had to be 
Jewish.  
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It was assumed that if the Jews accepted the Antichrist as their Messiah, then he would have to be a Jew. 
Otherwise it would be impossible for him to be embraced by the nation. Since there has never been a Jewish 
pope, the idea that the papacy was the predicted Antichrist was thoroughly rejected by Roman Catholics. 
 
The Roman Catholic Church Believed Protestants Were Antichrist 
 
The Roman Church turned the tables on the Protestants by claiming they were actually the biblical Antichrist! 
If the Roman Catholic Church was the sole work of Jesus Christ upon the earth, then to resist the church was 
to resist Christ. Therefore, Protestantism could rightly be called “Antichrist” by the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Napoleon Bonaparte 
 
During the French Revolution there was another popular candidate for Antichrist, Napoleon Bonaparte. As 
usual, the numbers which were attached to the name of Napoleon could be calculated to equal 666. While 
Napoleon seemed to have many of the characteristics of the predicted Antichrist, he too left the scene without 
fulfilling what the Scripture predicted. 
 
The Second World War: Many Candidates For The Coming Antichrist Arise 
 
During the events leading up to the Second World War, as well as during the conflict, there were a number of 
books written which identified the final Antichrist as one of the leaders of the Axis powers. The main candidates 
were Adolph Hitler and Benito Mussolini, though some people suggested Joseph Stalin or even President 
Franklin Roosevelt!  
 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt  
 
The numerical value of FDR's name was reported to add up to 666. Because of the Great Depression, FDR 
was the most autocratic United States President of the 20th century. Roosevelt was in office for 12 years. This 
was longer than any United States President.  
 
Hitler: The Persecutor Of The Jews 
 
Adolph Hitler was a favorite candidate for Antichrist during his rise to power. Indeed, there were many well-
respected Bible interpreters who publicly came out and claimed Hitler was the biblical Antichrist.  
 
As with others in the past, it was found that the letters of his name added up to 666. However, with the death 
of Hitler, and the end of the Second World War, the identification of him with the final Antichrist lost its 
momentum. 
 
Mussolini: The Italian Antichrist 
 
Benito Mussolini was also a popular choice among people who attempted to predict the identity of the first 
beast of the Book of Revelation. In fact, Mussolini seemed like a prime candidate. He wanted to re-establish 
the Holy Roman Empire, he was from Rome, and he had world domination in mind. Many booklets were 
written which depicted him as the coming beast, the man of sin.  
 
Sad to say, some of these were composed by reputable Bible teachers. They, too, were caught up in the events 
surrounding the Second World War and therefore made the mistake of identifying a living person as the beast 
of Revelation. Like all of the interpreters before them, these godly people were wrong in their claim that 
Antichrist was alive and living among them. 
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Joseph Stalin: The Great Mass Murderer 
 
Joseph Stalin, the Russian dictator, is believed to be the greatest mass murderer in history. He is said to have 
ordered the death of some 30 million people. While most rulers killed those of other nations, Stalin’s victims 
were mostly his own people.  He was a despicable human being and therefore seemingly a prime candidate for 
the biblical Antichrist. Yet, he was not the predicted one. 
 
The Post-World War II Antichrists 
 
World War II came and went. The final Antichrist had still not appeared. The embarrassments of the 
identifications of Hitler and Mussolini during the Second World War did not stop others from repeating their 
mistake.  
 
Indeed, after the Second World War there were still candidates for the position of Antichrist among those who 
appeared on the world scene.  
 
John F. Kennedy: The Mortal Head Wound 
 
For a while, a popular candidate was United States President John F. Kennedy (JFK). He was the first Roman 
Catholic who became President of the United States. This made him suspect to a number of people because it 
was believed that he would do whatever the pope asked.   
 
In addition, at the 1956 Democratic convention, where he was not nominated for president, Kennedy received 
666 votes. When President Kennedy was shot in the head in Dallas on November 22, 1963, it was thought that 
his deadly head wound would heal. Stories circulated that he was being kept alive in the Vatican. Eventually, 
the idea that John F. Kennedy would return and become this final Antichrist lost momentum. 
 
Henry Kissinger: The Peacemaker 
 
Another popular candidate was the former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger.  Because of Mr. Kissinger’s 
peacemaking activity in the Middle East, he was labeled the Antichrist by some. However, he eventually 
withdrew from politics without fulfilling the biblical requirements of Antichrist. 
 
Anwar Sadat: The Man Of Peace, Man Of Sin? 
 
Anwar Sadat, the leader of Egypt, was a popular choice for a while as being the biblical Antichrist. It was 
claimed that he was from the right geographical area, made a groundbreaking peace treaty with Israel and won 
the Nobel Prize as a “man of peace.”  
 
In fact, one Christian book named Anwar Sadat the Antichrist and claimed that this identification was by divine 
revelation! However, Sadat was soon assassinated and consequently the idea that he was the man of sin quickly 
faded.  
 
This also illustrates the foolishness of people who claim that their own particular insight into the identity of the 
man of sin is somehow divinely given! 
 
Mikhail Gorbachev: The Man Who Dismantled The Soviet Union  
 
Another favorite during the Cold War was the Soviet Leader Mikhail Gorbachev. He became a prime candidate 
because of his participation in dismantling the Soviet Union. Yet, this world leader fell from power and thus 
became a non-candidate.  
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President Ronald Wilson Reagan: Each Of His Names Had Six Letters 
 
Strange as it may seem, during the 1980’s, there was some speculation that President Ronald Reagan of the 
United States was the predicted Antichrist. The fact that he had six letters in all three of his names, Ronald 
Wilson Reagan, caused some to speculate that this popular president was actually the man of sin. As has been 
true with the other identifications in the past, this one turned out to be incorrect. 
 
Saddam Hussein: The Butcher Of Baghdad 
 
Saddam Hussein, the leader of Iraq, the butcher of Baghdad, was also highlighted as being a possible candidate 
for Antichrist in the early 1990’s. For one thing, Hussein was going to rebuild the ancient city of Babylon whose 
location is in modern day Iraq.  
 
Yet, like all previous candidates, this identification was incorrect. Hussein was eventually overthrown when Iraq 
was invaded by the United States and its allies. At the end of 2006, Hussein was executed for his murderous 
crimes.   
 
The list goes on and on. This has merely been a sampling of the misidentifications of the past with respect to 
the identity of the final Antichrist. 
 
The Misidentifications Never Stop 
 
The misidentifications of the person of the Antichrist continue to this day. Indeed, it seems that anyone who 
becomes a public figure is sooner or later found to have the numbers of his name add up to 666. 
 
Lessons To Be Learned From These Mistakes 
 
There are many lessons to be learned in these attempts to name the biblical Antichrist. Some of the more 
obvious ones are as follows. 
 
1. We Should Not Attempt To Identify Antichrist Ahead Of Time 
 
To begin with, we should not engage in such fruitless speculation. People will only know the identity of the 
final Antichrist when he arrives on the scene and performs certain predicted acts. Until that time, his identity 
will remain a mystery.  
 
To sum up, it is not possible to know who he is until then.  
 
2. His Number Is Given To Confirm His Identity, Not Discover It 
 
Second, the number of his name, 666, is given to us to confirm his identity, not to discover it. In other words, it 
is to verify what is already believed about this man, that he is the beast, the man of sin, predicted in Scripture. 
We are not to know who he is ahead of time. 
 
3. It Does Not Honor The Lord When Predictions Are Made 
 
Finally, and most important, such public predictions of either the exact identity of Antichrist, or the precise 
timing of his coming, never honor the Lord. In fact, all they do is bring shame and ridicule to the Christian 
faith.  
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When unbelievers are told that they need to know that a particular person is the final Antichrist because the 
great tribulation is about to happen, and the coming of Jesus Christ is near, the message of Christ is shamed 
and held up to ridicule when the prediction does not come to pass. 
 
In fact, who can blame unbelievers for this response when so-called Bible experts are telling them that they 
know, or they think they know, the identity of the coming man of sin?  
 
If well-known Bible teachers are wrong about the identity of the final Antichrist, then unbelievers may conclude 
they are also wrong about Jesus Christ! Why trust anything which they say? 
 
Therefore, hopefully one of the great lessons to be learned from the study of Antichrist concerns what we 
should not do. Indeed, we should not attempt to identify any living person as Antichrist.  
 
When Antichrist arrives on the scene, there will be no question about who he is. Indeed, when this political 
leader becomes the beast who dominates the world, there will be little doubt about his identity.  
 
Summary To Question 44   
How Has Antichrist Been Misidentified In The Past? 
 
The attempt to discover the identity of biblical Antichrist has been a favorite pastime throughout history. 
Indeed, even before the time of Christ, there were identifications made of the coming anti-Messiah. We can list 
some of the false identifications which have been made in the past, as well as what lessons we should learn 
from these mistakes. 
 
Before the time of Christ, General Pompey of Rome, took control of the city of Jerusalem in 63 B.C. and 
entered the Holy of Holies in the temple. He was deemed the Antichrist by a work called the Psalms of Solomon.  
 
In the early years of the church, the Antichrist was thought to possibly be one of the first-century Roman 
Emperors. Caligula, Nero and Domitian were all thought to be candidates. Indeed each of these rulers had 
many qualities that are predicted of the coming man of sin, the beast of Revelation. Yet they passed from the 
scene without fulfilling the words of the Bible. 
 
In A.D. 303 the Roman Emperor Diocletian instituted an empire wide persecution of Christians. His behavior 
mirrored that of the final Antichrist.  
 
Another candidate from the Roman Empire was the Emperor Julian the Apostate. This man renounced 
Christianity and ordered persecution of Christians. He went so far as encouraging the Jews to rebuild the temple 
in Jerusalem. However, neither Diocletian nor Julian fulfilled the Scripture with respect to Antichrist. 
 
Later in history, Charles the Great, Charlemagne, attempted to rebuild the fallen Roman Empire. This is 
something which Antichrist alone will accomplish. However, he died before fulfilling his goal. 
 
During the Protestant Reformation, the pope and the papacy were assumed to be Antichrist by the Protestants. 
In fact, to call the pope the Antichrist almost became an article of faith. 
 
Not to be outdone by the Protestants, the Roman Catholic Church claimed that the Protestantism was the 
actual Antichrist! They were thwarting God’s unique work on earth, the Roman Church.   
 
At the time of the French Revolution there were many who believed Napoleon was the predicted man of sin. 
It was found where his name could be added up to the number 666. Yet, this identification proved to be untrue. 
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The lead up to World War II, as well as during the War, saw a number of potential candidates for the final 
Antichrist. Many books and pamphlets were produced which named either Adolph Hitler or Benito Mussolini 
as the beast of Revelation. Joseph Stalin was also mentioned as a potential Antichrist. Even U.S. President 
Franklin Roosevelt was thought to be the beast by some!  
 
Unhappily, a number of respected Bible teachers came out publicly designating either Hitler or Mussolini as 
the final Antichrist. When the War ended these identifications ceased. 
 
In the 1960’s, President John F. Kennedy was viewed as Antichrist because of his Roman Catholic beliefs, as 
well as his death by a head wound. When he did not return from the dead, the speculation ended.  
 
In the 1970’s, Anwar Sadat was considered to be Antichrist for his peacemaking efforts with Israel. His 
assassination ended that speculation. 
 
In the 1980’s, Mikhail Gorbachev was hailed as Antichrist for a time due to his efforts in ending the Soviet 
Union. Yet he soon fell from power. Even President Ronald Reagan was suggested as a possible candidate for 
the biblical Antichrist when it was discovered that his first, middle, and last name all have six letters! 
 
During the Gulf War of 1992, Saddam Hussein was thought to be the final Antichrist. It became especially 
alarming to many people when it was found he was rebuilding the ancient city of Babylon in Iraq. Yet when he 
was eventually deposed, such speculation ended. Later, he was executed. 
 
What seems to be an undisputed fact is this: any new personage who comes on the world scene and makes 
some type of impact will sooner or later be designated the Antichrist by someone. Indeed, the number 666 will 
be somehow found in their name; no matter what type of mathematical gymnastics it takes to find it! 
 
These examples should teach us many lessons. In fact, there are three lessons in particular which we should 
learn. 
 
First, it seems that the Lord does not intend for us to know who this personage is until he arrives on the scene. 
Indeed, it is highly likely that we will not be able to know his identity until he appears and performs certain 
predicted acts. Therefore, we are not to engage in fruitless speculation of something which, by definition, we 
cannot know the answer. Furthermore, the Lord gave us his number in Scripture, 666, as a means to confirm his 
identity, not to determine it. It has not been provided so that believers can continually engage in some guessing-
game. Again, this teaches us not to be involved in speculating as to his identity. When this personage arrives 
and does what the Bible says he will do, the fact that the number of his name will equal 666 will only confirm 
what was already suspected of him. 
 
Finally, it is not honoring the Lord to make such public speculation as to the identity of the coming Antichrist 
since each and every one of them turns out to be wrong! While it is certainly true that many if not most of these 
candidates are types of Antichrist, none of them is the final Antichrist predicted in Scripture.  
 
Unfortunately, such speculation makes Bible-believers look like they do not know what they are talking about. 
If their interpretations cannot be trusted in one area of Scripture, then why should it be trusted in other areas? 
Unbelievers could logically come to this conclusion if the identity of a certain living person as Antichrist is 
presented as a fact of Scripture and then turns out to be false. 
 
Therefore, we should learn a crucial lesson. Let us all be careful with our words when we proclaim what the 
Bible says about such and such a topic. To honor the Lord, we must continue to proclaim what the Bible tells 
us to say about Jesus Christ but we also must be careful not to say things which it does not say, especially about 
the topic of the final Antichrist. 
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Question 45 
 

Should We Be Looking  
For The Antichrist? 

 
There is a question as to whether or not believers should be looking for the coming Antichrist. Will the New 
Testament church be around when he appears on the stage of history? Bible-believers are not in agreement on 
this particular issue. We can explain the situation as follows. 
 
The Mid-tribulation, Pre-wrath and Post-Tribulation View: The Church Will See Antichrist 
 
There are a number of Christians who do believe that we should be looking for the final Antichrist. Those who 
hold to a Mid-tribulation, Pre-wrath, or Post-tribulation rapture view, all believe that the church will live to see 
the final Antichrist. They believe the coming of Christ for the true believers will only take place sometime after 
this final Antichrist is revealed. The church will come face to face with this predicted man of sin. 
 
Consequently, before we can look for Jesus Christ, we first must look for Antichrist. He will be a personage 
the New Testament church will eventually have to deal with. 
 
Pre-tribulationism: The Church Will Be Gone Before Antichrist Appears 
 
Those who hold the pre-tribulation rapture position, such as the author of this book, do not think this will be 
the case. We believe that the final Antichrist will only appear after the church has been removed from the world. 
Presently, the coming of the wicked one, the Antichrist, is being held back, restrained. Paul wrote: 
 

And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way (2 
Thessalonians 2:6-7 ESV). 

 
According to the pre-tribulation rapture position, the restrainer is usually identified with the Holy Spirit working 
through the members of the New Testament church, the true believers. While they are living on the earth and 
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, the coming of Antichrist is restrained. When the believers are removed 
from the world through the rapture of the church, the final Antichrist can then appear. 
 
Consequently whether or not a Christian should be looking for the coming “man of sin” depends upon the 
one’s view of what Scripture says about the timing of the rapture of the church. For those who hold any position 
other than the pre-tribulation rapture position, the church will have to face the predicted Antichrist.  
 
However, if the pre-tribulation view is accurate, then the identity of Antichrist will not be known until the 
church has left the world (we have documented why we believe the Pre-Tribulation view is correct in our book 
“The Rapture”). 
 
Summary To Question 45   
Should We Be Looking For The Antichrist? 
 
One of the questions which is often asked about the future Antichrist concerns whether or not the church, the 
true believers in Jesus Christ, should be looking for this personage. There are those which believe that the New 
Testament church will experience the persecutions which will be coming from the final Antichrist.  
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Before Christ returns to the earth, the church must go through a difficult period of time where the man of sin 
attempts to destroy all of those who believe in Jesus. The Lord returns before this evil beast, the Antichrist, 
can carry out his wicked plan.   
 
Others do not think this is the right way of looking at it. Indeed, those who hold the pre-tribulation rapture 
position believe that the church will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air before the time the final Antichrist 
appears.  
 
Therefore, we should not be looking for him at all. Instead, we should be looking for Jesus Christ. Antichrist 
will persecute believers but these saints come to trust in Christ after the church has been removed from the 
world.  
 
Consequently, we should not spend any of our time looking for Antichrist since his appearing will not take 
place until the true believers in Jesus have been taken up in the rapture. 
 
Therefore, whether or not Christians should be looking for the coming Antichrist basically depends upon what 
they believe is the biblical view of the timing of the rapture of the church. 
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Question 46 
 

What Are Some Of The Differences  
Between Jesus Christ And Antichrist? 

 
There are many contrasts between Jesus, the genuine Messiah or Christ, and the final Antichrist, the one who 
opposes Jesus and attempts to usurp what is rightfully His. This coming Antichrist will be a counterfeit Messiah, 
a false Christ. Thus, the differences between the two are legion. We can note some of them as follows. 
 
1. They Have A Different Origin 
  
Jesus came from heaven while the final Antichrist comes from beneath. Jesus said the following about His own 
origin: 
 

For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will (John 6:38 
NLT). 

 
On the other hand, the Book of Revelation describes Antichrist’s origin as from the bottomless pit. Scripture 
says: 
 

When they complete their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the bottomless pit will declare war 
against them, and he will conquer them and kill them (Revelation 11:7 NLT). 

 
The differences could not be more pronounced. Indeed, One is from above and the other from beneath. 
  
2. Jesus Came In His Father’s Name, Antichrist Will Come In His Own Name 
 
Jesus came in His Father’s name while the Antichrist, when he arrives on the scene, will come in his own name.  
 
When speaking to those in His day who rejected Him, Jesus made it clear who the nation would accept and 
who they would not: 
 

I have come in my Father’s name, and yet you don’t accept me. If someone else comes in his own name, 
you will accept him (John 5:43 CSB). 

 
Unfortunately the people will eventually accept a false Messiah instead of the genuine one. He is a person who 
comes in his own name, or his own authority. 
  
3. Jesus Came To Save, Antichrist Will Come To Destroy 
 
Christ came to save sinners while the Antichrist will come to destroy whomever he can. John wrote the 
following about the coming of Jesus Christ: 
 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him (John 3:17 ESV). 

 
Jesus is the Savior. In another place, Jesus described His coming as follows: 
 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10 ESV)  
 
Contrast this to the description of the coming man of sin:  
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He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will 
succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty warriors, the holy people (Daniel 8:24 NIV). 

 
He is one who causes horrific devastation. What a contrast to the Lamb of God! 
 
4.  Jesus Was Humble, Antichrist Will Be Proud 
 
When Jesus came to earth, He humbled Himself. He took upon Himself the form of a servant. Jesus described 
Himself in this manner: 
 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls (Matthew 11:28,29 ESV). 

 
Paul wrote the following about the humility of Jesus: 
 

Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s 
death on a cross (Philippians 2:7-8 NLT). 

 
Jesus deliberately put Himself in a position of servanthood.  
 
By contrast, the coming Antichrist will exalt himself. Paul also wrote about the arrogance of this man of sin: 
 

He will exalt himself and defy everything that people call god and every object of worship. He will even sit 
in the temple of God, claiming that he himself is God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 NLT). 

 
In an act of extreme arrogance this man of sin exalts himself above everything and everyone.  
 
5. Jesus Was A Lamb, Antichrist Will Be A Beast 
 
Christ was a lamb while the final Antichrist is called a beast. John the Baptist identified Jesus as follows: 
 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world! (John 1:29 NLT) 

 
Jesus was the Lamb. However, this coming man of sin is described as a savage beast. The Book of Revelation 
says: 
 

Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten horns, with ten crowns on its horns. 
And written on each head were names that blasphemed God (Revelation 13:1 NLT). 

 
Again, we see the contrast between these two personages, the Lamb and the beast. 
  
6. Jesus Came To Do The Father’s Will, Antichrist Will Do His Own Will 
 
Jesus came to do the will of God the Father while the final Antichrist will come to do his own will. Jesus put it 
this way: 
 

For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will (John 6:38 
NLT).  

 
In contrast, the Antichrist will do whatever he wishes to do. We read in Daniel: 
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He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause a shocking amount of destruction 
and succeed in everything he does. He will destroy powerful leaders and devastate the holy people (Daniel 
8:24 NLT). 

 
He demonstrates his arrogance in attempting to exert his own will. 
 
7. Jesus Is The Mystery Of Godliness While Antichrist Is The Mystery Of Iniquity 
  
Jesus Christ is known as the mystery of godliness. Paul described the coming of Jesus in the following manner: 
 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in 
the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory. (1 
Timothy 3:16 NKJV). 

 
Godliness describes Jesus. 
 
On the other hand, the final Antichrist is called the mystery of iniquity, lawlessness, or the mystery of sin. The 
Apostle Paul wrote: 
 

For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken 
out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of 
His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to 
the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:7-9 NKJV). 

 
Again, we the have the contrast. One is godly while the other is sinful. 
 
8. Jesus Is The True God Antichrist Is A False Deity 
 
While Jesus Christ was God in human flesh, the final Antichrist, who has no claim to deity, will nevertheless 
claim to be God. John wrote the following about the true identity of Jesus: 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God (John 1:1 KJV). 
 
The Antichrist, a false Christ, makes himself out to be deity but he is not. Paul wrote about the blasphemous 
claims which he will make: 
 

Who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat 
in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4 ESV). 

 
Jesus is the true God while Antichrist is a false god. 
 
9. Jesus Did Genuine Miracles, Antichrist Performs Counterfeit Miracles 
  
Jesus performed miracles when He was here upon the earth. They were part of the credentials of the predicted 
Messiah. These miracles were performed to further the kingdom of God. The Bible says the following: 
 

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them (Matthew 11:2-5 
ESV)    
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Jesus had the proper biblical credentials of the predicted Christ. His miracles testified that He was the One 
whom He claimed to be. 
 
The Antichrist will also perform miracles, but his signs will further the kingdom of Satan. The miracles of 
Antichrist are called deceptive or counterfeit. Paul described them as follows: 
 

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, and 
with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be 
saved (2 Thessalonians 2:9,10 ESV). 

 
These so-called miracles are “lying wonders” or “false signs. 
 
10. Christ Deserves Worship, Antichrist Demand Worship 
 
Jesus, being God Almighty, deserves worship from the people. In fact, when He came into the world the angels 
of God were commanded to worship Him: 
 

And when he brought his supreme Son into the world, God said, “Let all of God’s angels worship him” 
(Hebrews 1:6 NLT).   

 
In the same manner, those who follow Jesus Christ willingly worship Him. He certainly deserves our worship. 
 
The Antichrist, being His counterfeit, will demand worship. Paul wrote the following to the Thessalonians 
about the undeserved worship the final Antichrist will demand:  
 

Don’t be fooled by what they say. For that day will not come until there is a great rebellion against God 
and the man of lawlessness is revealed—the one who brings destruction. He will exalt himself and defy 
everything that people call god and every object of worship. He will even sit in the temple of God, claiming 
that he himself is God (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4 NLT). 

 
The Bible informs us that the False Prophet, the second beast, is the cohort of the Final Antichrist, who is the 
first beast.  This False Prophet will cause the people to worship this first beast: 
 

And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all the people 
who belong to this world. He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast, who was fatally 
wounded and then came back to life. He was then permitted to give life to this statue so that it could speak. 
Then the statue of the beast commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die (Revelation 13:14,15 
NLT). 

 
On the one hand, Jesus receives His deserved worship by loving followers while on the other hand, the final 
Antichrist demands worship that he does not deserve. 
 
11. Jesus Was Despised And Rejected While Antichrist Is Admired 
 
At His First Coming Jesus was despised and rejected. On the other hand, the Antichrist will be admired when 
he comes on the scene. Scripture says of Jesus:  
 
He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him 
and looked the other way. 
 

He was despised, and we did not care (Isaiah 53:3 NLT). 
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In the first chapter of the Gospel of John is one of the saddest verses in the Bible. It describes Jesus’ entrance 
into our world as follows: 
 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him (John 1:10 
ESV). 

 
On the other hand, the final Antichrist, the first beast, will receive worldwide praise from a sinful world. The 
Book of Revelation says: 
 

One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 
marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 
(Revelation 13:3,4 ESV). 

 
The contrast between the man of sin and the Lord Jesus is obvious. The godly One is despised while the 
ungodly one is admired. 
 
12. Antichrist Will Do What Jesus Refused To Do In His Temptation 
 
Interestingly, we find that the final Antichrist will do the three things that Jesus would not do when He was 
tempted by the devil.  
 
For example, Satan tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread. This was a temptation for Jesus to perform a 
miracle to meet His own immediate needs instead of doing the will of God. Jesus refused. However, the man 
of sin will perform miracles to further his own self-centered agenda. This is something Jesus would not do. He 
came to do the will of the Father. 
 
In another instance, Jesus refused the temptation to jump from the pinnacle of the Temple to the ground. He 
was not about to perform some supernatural sideshow just to gather a crowd.  
 
Nevertheless, the final Antichrist will do whatever it takes to get the attention of the world. 
 
Finally, Satan wanted Jesus to bow down and worship him. Jesus refused. The final Antichrist will cause the 
entire world to bow down to Satan. What Jesus refused to do the Antichrist will willingly do. 
 
Therefore, in the three areas in which Jesus refused to give in to the devil, we find that the first beast, the final 
Antichrist, will indeed succumb.  
 
13. Christ Is Destined To Rule, Antichrist Is Destined For Destruction 
 
We also find that the destiny of Jesus Christ and the final Antichrist is different. The Lord Jesus is destined to 
rule the world as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He will assume the rule which is rightfully His. The Book 
of Revelation gives the following description of Christ at His return: 
 

Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and True, 
for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns. A name was written on him that no one understood except himself. He wore a robe dipped in 
blood, and his title was the Word of God. The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, 
followed him on white horses. From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will 
rule them with an iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a 
winepress. On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords (Revelation 
19:11-16 NLT). 
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The King will return to rule.  
 
On the other hand, the final Antichrist is destined for oblivion. He will be cast into the lake of fire along with 
the false prophet: 
 

And the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who did mighty miracles on behalf of the 
beast—miracles that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast and who worshiped his statue. 
Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 
19:20 NLT). 

 
The devil will eventually join them in this place of punishment. Again, we have the contrast of the destinies of 
Jesus and of the coming man of sin. They could not be more different. 
 
Conclusion: They Are Different In Every Way 
 
This sums up some of the major differences between Jesus Christ, God the Son, and the coming Antichrist, 
the man of sin. Obviously, the differences between them are profound. Indeed, they are different in every 
conceivable way. 
 
Summary To Question 46  
What Are Some Of The Differences Between Jesus Christ And Antichrist? 

 
The final Antichrist is a person who not only opposes Jesus Christ, he also attempts to usurp the things which 
rightfully belong to Jesus. The Bible gives us a number of specific differences between Jesus Christ and the 
coming Antichrist. We can sum them up as follows. 
 
Jesus Christ came from above while the Antichrist is from below. In other words, they have different origins, 
heaven and the pit. The points of origin could not be more further apart. 
 
In addition, Jesus came in his Father’s name, in His authority.  Antichrist will come in his own name to do his 
will, as well as the desires of his father, the devil. Thus, we have humility on one hand as opposed to self-
promotion on the other hand. 
 
Jesus came to save the world. That was the main purpose of His coming. Antichrist will come to destroy. 
Hence, the contrast is clear. Christ is the Savior of the world while Antichrist will attempt to obliterate 
everything sacred. 
 
Jesus was humble in character while Antichrist will be proud. Jesus’ goal was to meet the needs of others while 
Antichrist will only think about himself. Therefore, we have selflessness contrasted to selfishness.  
 
Jesus is pictured in Scripture as a lamb, the Lamb of God. On the other hand, the coming Antichrist is described 
as a savage beast. The contrast here could not be greater. 
 
Jesus came to the earth to do the will of God the Father while Antichrist does his own will. Indeed, one of his 
titles is “the willful king” or the “king who does according to his own will.” Therefore, one person submits to 
God, while the other submits himself to the devil. 
 
Jesus is God Almighty while Antichrist will falsely claim to be Deity. Accordingly, we have the true God versus 
the false God. 
 
Jesus was a genuine miracle worker while Antichrist works phony or counterfeit miracles. Jesus’ miracles were 
performed to glorify God the Father while the false signs of Antichrist will call attention to his father, the devil. 
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Jesus Christ deserves worship but was not rightly worshipped at His First Coming. The final Antichrist will 
demand worship though he does not deserve to be worshipped. Many people will willingly worship this foul 
character. 
 
Jesus was despised and rejected by humanity when He came into the world. The people of Israel made it clear 
that they did not want Him to rule over them. In contrast, Antichrist will be admired when he arrives upon the 
scene. He will be warmly received by an unbelieving, ungodly world. 
 
We also have the comparison between Christ and Antichrist in the temptations Jesus was given by the devil. 
Three times Jesus refused to give in to the devil’s temptations. However, Antichrist will do the things Jesus 
refused to do.  
 
This final Antichrist, along with the false prophet, will work miracles to further his own selfish purposes and 
he will perform a supernatural sideshow to get the attention of the unbelieving world. Also, he will cause the 
people to publicly worship the devil.  
 
Finally, they each have a different destiny. When the Lord Jesus returns to the earth it will be as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. He will fulfill His destiny. Indeed, He will be ruler over everything. 
 
Contrast to this the destiny of the final Antichrist. Though he will be the world ruler for a short period of time 
his destiny is punishment, the punishment of hell! Along with the false prophet, this man of sin will be thrown 
alive into the lake of fire. These two will be tormented there forever and ever. The devil will eventually join 
them. 
 
These are some of contrasts between Jesus Christ and the final Antichrist. Clearly, the differences could not be 
greater.  
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Question 47 
 

Is It Possible The Antichrist  
Is Alive Today? 

 
One of the questions which is continually asked about the biblical Antichrist concerns the possibility of him 
being alive today. Is this personage now among us? Is the final Antichrist alive? What do we know for certain? 
 
1. We Do Not Know If He Is Alive Now 
 
The answer to this question is simple: we do not know. There are a number of reasons as to why this is the 
case. If the final Antichrist appears after the rapture of the church, the pre-tribulation rapture view, then by 
definition nobody can know his identity until the church is out of the world.  
 
Furthermore, he does not start out as a well-known figure but rather as a person who rises up out of obscurity. 
This is a further reason why he will be difficult, if not impossible, to identify until certain events unfold. 
 
2. The Time Of The Lord’s Coming Is Unknown 
 
Furthermore, the coming of the final Antichrist is linked to the time of the coming of the Lord. This personage 
will come immediately before the return of Christ. However, according to Jesus, nobody knows the timing of 
His coming: 
 

However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or 
the Son himself. Only the Father knows (Matthew 24:36 NLT). 

 
This being the case, we do not know the time of the coming of this final Antichrist. 
 
We Are Told To Always Be Ready 
 
In fact, it should not be our main concern whether or not this final Antichrist is alive today. Jesus commanded 
His followers to always be alert, to be ready for the coming of the Lord: 
 

Be dressed for service and well prepared, as though you were waiting for your master to return from the 
wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks 
(Luke 12:35-36 NLT). 

 
No matter when the time of His coming may be, we need to be ready. Our Lord could come at any moment 
for us. 
 
3. There Are Signs Setting The Stage 
 
There are a number of factors which do show that the coming of Jesus Christ could be soon. We have developed 
this in our book 25 Signs We Are Near The End. They include the following.  
 
Israel Is Again A Functioning State 
 
The nation of Israel is back in their land as a modern state after some two thousand years of wandering the 
planet without a homeland. This is of the utmost significance. Indeed, the final seven-year period, the great 
tribulation, does not begin until the Antichrist makes a seven year agreement with the state of Israel.  
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Of course, a state of Israel has to exist in its ancient homeland before this agreement can take place. There is 
now a functioning state of Israel. 
 
There Are Preparations To Build The Third Temple 
 
There are also preparations being made right now to construct a Third Temple upon the Temple Mount in the 
city of Jerusalem. Indeed, there is so much happening with respect to the rebuilding of the temple that we have 
dedicated an entire book to this topic (The Jews, Jerusalem, and the Coming Temple).   
 
Europe Is United With A Common Currency 
 
Third, Europe is now united under a common currency in a confederation called the “European Union.” This 
seems to be a forerunner of the final confederation predicted in Scripture, namely, the revival of the ancient 
Roman Empire. If so, the number will shrink from its present number to ten nations. 

 
Financial Transactions Can Be Monitored Worldwide 
 
With the rise of modern technology, the worldwide system of identifying each person who buys and sells is no 
longer a seeming fairy tale. In fact, it is actually taking place. Indeed, digital currency is not only a present reality 
it will become more and more the norm. Therefore, the idea of a cashless society where every transaction will 
be monitored in some central system is not that far off in the future. 
 
These are four of our “25 Signs” which set the stage for the coming of the Lord. While this does not mean that 
the Lord must come back soon, the stage is being set for His return. 
 
4. There Is “An” Antichrist Who Presently Exists 
 
Whether or not the “final” Antichrist is alive at this moment is unknown. One thing we do know for certain, 
there are people who are alive today who could fit the requirements of this man of sin. John wrote about 
Antichrists having already come in his day: 
 

Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and already many such 
antichrists have appeared. From this we know that the last hour has come (1 John 2:18 NLT). 

 
John also wrote about the spirit of Antichrist which was already in the world: 
 

But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that person is not 
from God. Such a person has the spirit of the Antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and 
indeed is already here (1 John 4:3 NLT). 

 
Paul wrote something similar to the Thessalonians. He put it this way: 
 

And you know what is holding him back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes.  For this 
lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it will remain secret until the one who is holding it back steps 
out of the way (2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 NLT). 

 
The spirit of Antichrist is presently with us. Many antichrists have come and gone and many now exist. In other 
words, there is always a living candidate who could fit the biblical description of this personage. The spirit of 
Antichrist is working and has worked from the beginning.  
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When the final Antichrist will appear is ultimately up to the Lord Himself. The world is running on His program, 
His schedule. Nothing can slow it down, nor speed it up. When He gives the Word these final events will be 
set in motion.  
 
Summary To Question 47   
Is It Possible The Antichrist Is Alive Today? 
 
Yes, it is certainly possible that the predicted Antichrist is alive today. In fact, if the Lord’s return will take place 
in the next forty years or so, then almost without doubt this personage is alive today.  
 
Yet all we can say for certain is that the Antichrist may be alive; for only the Lord knows whether he is or is not. 
Nobody else knows the answer to this question, whether it be an angel, another type of created being, or a 
human being. 
 
As we have previously mentioned, the coming of the “man of sin” is linked to the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Scripture makes this very clear.  
 
Since the time of the Lord’s coming is unknown, the time of the coming of the Antichrist is also unknown. 
This means nobody can say with any degree of certainty that the first Beast, the final Antichrist, is alive today.  
Anyone who claims they can know is contradicting the teaching of Scripture.  
 
Though we do not know the time of His coming, we are commanded to always be ready. Indeed, His coming 
for us personally may be today! 
 
While we do not know for certain when Christ will return, there are signs setting the stage for His coming and 
the appearance of Antichrist. There are four which clearly stand out.  
 
First, Israel is back in their ancient homeland as a functioning state. This has not happened in two thousand 
years. For the great tribulation to start, an agreement must be made with the man of sin and the state of Israel. 
This is now a possibility because a state of Israel presently exists. 
 
Second, there are preparations being made to construct a Third Temple upon the Temple Mount. Certain 
events during the career of Antichrist must take place around this rebuilt temple. These events which have been 
predicted so long ago are beginning to come to pass in our day. 
 
Third, Europe is now united under a common currency. The European Union seems to be a forerunner of the 
final confederation predicted in Scripture, the revival of the ancient Roman Empire. With the shrinking of 
power and authority of the United States, Europe realizes that it must stand on its own as a global entity. 
 
Fourth, the technology is in place for a worldwide system of monitoring what people buy and sell. Again, this 
ability has only been a recent phenomenon. 
 
Each of these sets the stage for the coming of Christ which is preceded by the appearance of the final Antichrist. 
 
Finally, there is also the fact that there are Antichrists which presently do exist. Indeed, in John’s day he said 
many Antichrists had already come and others were present. Thus, whenever the time is right there will be a 
candidate for Antichrist.  
 
Therefore, while it is indeed possible that Antichrist is presently living among us, we cannot know whether or 
not this is the case. The answer to this question is not known. What we do know for certain is that he is coming. 
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Question 48 
 

What Are Some Of The Unresolved Issues  
About The Antichrist? 

 
While there are a number of things which we know for certain about Antichrist, there are other issues that are 
still under discussion. The following matters have been debated by Bible-believers, and are still being debated.  
 
1. Is Antichrist A Person, Institution Of Evil Force? 
 
While it seems evident from the Bible that Antichrist will be a final person who comes upon the stage of history, 
there are those who argue that Antichrist is more of an evil force in the world, or some type of wicked 
institution. Those who interpret prophecy allegorically or symbolically hold this view. 
 
Though this is still debated, many Bible students see Scripture predicting that a final Antichrist will eventually 
arrive in our world. The Bible is speaking of a person, not an institution or an evil force. The spirit of Antichrist 
has been around for every generation and many institutions can rightly be designated “Antichrist” in their 
actions. Yet the Bible literally predicts the coming of a personal Antichrist. 
 
2. Has Antichrist Already Come Or Is He Still To Come? 
 
Some Bible students, who believe Antichrist is an actual person rather than some type of force or institution, 
think that the predicted man of sin has already appeared. In other words, we should not look for the coming 
of Antichrist in the future because he has already appeared in the past.  
 
Those who hold the “preterist” view of the Book of Revelation see the Antichrist as an issue which was limited 
to the first century Christians. It is a personage they had to deal with. Therefore, there is no Antichrist to come. 
 
However, this view is soundly rejected by those who believe Bible prophecy should be interpreted in a literal 
manner. Indeed, there is no possible way to see the fulfillment of these predictions as having happened in the 
past. They are still future. 
 
3. If He Has Come In The Past, Who Was He? 
 
This point relates to the last question. If Antichrist has come in the past, as some people believe, then who was 
he? Again, there is no agreement among those who argue for his past appearing.  
 
Some say it was Caesar Nero, others Caligula, or the Roman Emperor Domitian. It has also been popular to 
equate Antichrist with the Roman Empire itself and the Emperor. While this position is still held, it seems 
difficult if not impossible to maintain when one reads the entire Book of Revelation. To hold to this viewpoint, 
Revelation must be interpreted allegorically or symbolically. Otherwise, it is clear that what was written remains 
to be fulfilled.  
 
Furthermore, the Book of Revelation clearly claims to be a prophecy of future events. These events have not yet 
taken place. Antichrist is still to come. 
 
4. Will A Coming Antichrist Claim To Be The Messiah? 
 
One of the seemingly accepted truths concerning this subject is that when Antichrist comes, he will claim to be 
the long-awaited Jewish Messiah. Since he allows the Jews to rebuild their temple, and re-institute their sacrificial 
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system, he will be received as the Messiah. This, it is argued, is why he is designated the Antichrist; he is a faker, 
a counterfeit, of the real Christ. 
 
Yet this is something which is still debated. There is the view that the beast of Revelation will be Antichrist in 
the sense that he attempts to usurp the rightful authority, worship, and rule which belong to Jesus the genuine 
Messiah. However, he will not claim to be the Messiah of the Jews. For one thing, he may be a Gentile, and 
not Jewish.  
 
5. Will A Final Antichrist Be A Jew Or Gentile? 
 
This brings us to our next point. There is also the issue of whether Antichrist will be a Jew, or whether he will 
be a Gentile. If he is going to claim to be the Messiah of the Jews, then it seems undeniable that he must be 
Jewish. It is difficult if not impossible to imagine the Jews accepting a Gentile as their promised Messiah.  
 
On the other hand, if Antichrist does not claim to be the Messiah of the Jews, and is not received as such, then 
he could be a Gentile. In this case, he is an “Antichrist” in the sense that he usurps certain things which belong 
to Jesus alone. His nationality is an issue which is still debated among Bible-believers. 
 
6. Which Beast Is The Antichrist, The First Or Second? 
 
One of the little-known debates, in the various issues concerning Antichrist, is about his identification. It is 
almost universally believed that the final Antichrist is the “first beast” mentioned in Revelation chapter thirteen. 
He is the person who makes, or confirms, a covenant with the Jews, breaks it, and then declares himself to be 
God. He is a distinct personage from the second beast, the false prophet.  
 
A minority view believes the second beast, the false prophet, is actually the Antichrist. While the first beast is 
the person who makes the covenant, etc., he should not be understood to be the final Antichrist which John 
was writing about.  
 
John’s Antichrist, it is argued, is that false prophet who promotes the worship of the first beast. Therefore, 
Antichrist should be equated with the false prophet, the religious leader, rather than with the political leader. 
The fact that the false prophet may be a Jew, while the first beast may be a Gentile, gives further support for 
this argument. 
 
7. Is His Number 666 Or 616? 
 
The number of the beast is given to us in Scripture. Traditionally it is believed to be 666. However, there are 
some ancient manuscripts of the Book of Revelation which read 616 rather than 666. We know that the reading 
616 existed in manuscripts of the Book of Revelation before the year A.D. 200. While most textual scholars 
believe 666 is what John originally wrote in the passage, there are some who argue that 616 is more likely the 
original reading.  
 
Of course, this will have implications at the time Antichrist comes on the scene since the number of his name, 
either 666 or 616, is given to confirm his identity. It will be an issue for those living at that time to sort out. 
 
8. Does Antichrist Come From Western Europe Or The Middle East? 
 
There is also the question of the geographical origin of Antichrist. Most people believe his origin is from 
Western Europe since he heads up a confederation of nations from the revived Roman Empire. However, 
there is a minority view which sees him coming from the Middle East. He will be an Assyrian, of Middle Eastern 
origin, not someone from Western Europe. 
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9. Will The Church See Antichrist? 
 
When Antichrist does appear, will the New Testament church be around to experience him? Again, this is 
debated among Bible-believing Christians. Those who believe the rapture of the church will occur before the 
great tribulation, the pre-tribulation rapture theory, insist the church will not be around to see Antichrist. His 
will not be revealed until the believers are caught up to be with the Lord. Consequently, it is impossible to 
confirm his identity until the rapture of the church takes place. 
 
Those who hold a different view of the timing of the rapture insist that the church will be around for at least 
part of the time of Antichrist’s appearance.  
 
10. What Is Presently Restraining Antichrist? 
 
Finally, there is the issue of what is keeping Antichrist from appearing. According to the Apostle Paul, 
something is presently restraining him from arriving upon the scene. Usually, those who hold the pre-tribulation 
rapture position argue that the Holy Spirit, indwelling the members of the true church, is what will be removed 
before the man of sin is revealed. Until that time, the Spirit of God, working through the believers, is the 
restraining force. 
 
Others argue for a different restrainer. Some believe it to be human governments. Still others believe it is Satan 
himself who is keeping the final Antichrist from appearing. 
 
Again, there are differences of opinion among Bible-believers as to whom or what is holding back Antichrist. 
 
These Issues Will Continue To Be Debated 
 
Each of these issues continues to be debated among Bible-believing Christians. Since we are dealing with 
prophetic issues dealing with the unknown future, it may not be possible to resolve some of them until the 
Lord Himself returns.  
 
Therefore, as we discuss these matters, we should exercise grace toward others and humility for ourselves. 
There is much we all can learn. 
 
Summary To Question 48   
What Are Some Of The Unresolved Issues About The Antichrist? 
 
As we have examined the subject of the Antichrist from a biblical perspective, we have discovered that there 
remain a number of unresolved matters. These issues continue to be debated among Bible-believing Christians. 
We can sum up some of the main disputes as follows. 
 
To begin with, there remains the issue as to whether Antichrist is a person, an evil spirit, or an institution. 
Christians still debate this point. However, many Bible believers assume that the Scripture says that a particular 
person will come upon the scene of history, a personal Antichrist. 
 
For those who believe Antichrist is a person, the question is whether he has already come and gone, or whether 
his coming is still in the future. This point is also debated among Christians.  
 
There are those who insist that he has already come and gone in history. Candidates such as the Roman 
Emperors Caligula, Domitian and Caesar Nero are often offered as the biblical man of sin. Others think the 
Roman Empire itself, with the one of its emperors, was the beast mentioned in the Book of Revelation.  
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Those who understand Bible prophecy in a literal manner insist the personal Antichrist is still to come. They 
are adamant that the words of the Book of Revelation, coupled with other passages in Scripture, makes the 
coming of the man of sin something which is still to occur. 
 
There is also the issue as to the claims the coming Antichrist will make. Will he claim to be the Messiah of the 
Jews? Will he be received as such?  
 
Again, Christians are divided. Some believe he will claim to be the Jewish Messiah, while others, believing him 
to be a Gentile, assume that he will claim to be much more than that. He will exalt himself above Jesus, the 
genuine Messiah. He is the “anti” Christ in the sense that he usurps the things which rightly belong to Jesus. 
This includes worship due to Christ alone. 
 
The nationality of the Antichrist is also debated. Those who believe he will claim to be the Messiah of the Jews 
conclude that he must be Jewish. There is no possibility the Jews would accept a Gentile Messiah. However, if 
the Antichrist does not claim to be the Messiah of the Jews, but rather usurps the things which rightly belong 
to Jesus, then he could be a Gentile. 
 
While most people believe the first beast of the Book of Revelation is the predicted Antichrist, there are those 
who think that the second beast, the false prophet, is the coming man of sin. This issue, though not often 
discussed, is still a matter of debate among some Christians. The false prophet, being the religious leader is seen 
to have more in common with the description of Antichrist than the political leader, the first beast. However, 
both of these evil personages are “anti” Christ in their character and behavior.  
 
The unique number of this coming “man of sin” is also debated. While the number 666 is generally assumed 
to be his number, there are a few manuscripts, including the earliest in the Book of Revelation, which read 616. 
Some textual scholars believe this is the true number of the beast. This will be an issue for those living at that 
time when he appears. 
 
The place of origin of Antichrist is also a matter which has not been resolved. Though usually it is thought that 
Antichrist arises out of Western Europe, and must be European, there are others who think the evidence that 
Antichrist will come from the Middle East, possibly from the area of ancient Assyria. 
 
Whether or not the church will see Antichrist is another issue which is discussed among Christians. If the 
church is taken out of the world before the great tribulation, then they will not see the final Antichrist. However, 
if the church will go through the seventieth week of Daniel, the great tribulation, then the church will see 
Antichrist. Christians continue to debate this issue. 
 
Finally, there is the matter of whom or what is presently restraining Antichrist from appearing. Those who hold 
the pre-tribulation rapture position usually see the Holy Spirit, living in the members of the New Testament 
church, as the restraining force.  
 
Others believe it to be human governments, while still others think it is the devil himself who is restraining the 
coming man of sin. As is true with these other issues, there are good Bible-believing Christians who hold these 
different positions. 
 
This briefly sums up some of the main areas of disagreement about the coming Antichrist from the perspective 
of those who believe the Bible is God’s divinely inspired Word. Until these events eventually unfold, the 
discussions and disagreements will continue. Hopefully, Bible-believers can disagree agreeably with each other 
on these matters.  
 

  



The Final Antichrist 

© Don Stewart 210 

Question 49 
 

What Lessons Can We Learn If We Interpret The  
Coming Of Antichrist As Something Still To Occur? 

 
If indeed, the biblical testimony to the Final Antichrist is to be understood literally, and that the events recorded 
about him have not yet happened, then what lessons can we learn from a study of this topic?  
 
While there are many, we will list ten. As always, there is a lot more that we could say about each of these.  
 
Lesson 1: When The Lord Devotes A Large Section Of Scripture  

To A Topic, It Should Be Studied 
 
As we mentioned previously, the study of the career of Final Antichrist is not a waste of time. As we have 
observed, this personage and his deeds are recorded in Holy Scripture, and they occupy a large part of it.  
 
The fact that we have this huge amount of information, including many specific details, should make it obvious 
that the Lord wants us to study this subject.  
 
If we neglect such a study, then what are we saying about the Lord and what He has revealed to us in Holy 
Scripture? Are we saying that it is irrelevant? By ignoring the subject are we inferring that we know more than 
Him about what is important for us to recognize and understand about how to live our Christian lives?  
 
Do we feel that we, as finite human beings, can make the final decision as to what is important to know from 
God’s revealed Word, the Bible, and what is not? 
 
The Scriptures Would Be Incomplete Without An Explanation Of His Career 
 
Furthermore, there is something else that is not often mentioned. Indeed, the Scriptures would be incomplete 
if we did not have the information given to us about the coming of this final Antichrist.  
 
In other words, there are many things that we would not know about the future if this personage and his career 
had not been revealed to us ahead of time. Consequently, we will examine some of these truths in our next nine 
“lessons to be learned.” 
 
All in all, we will discover that there are at many valuable lessons that we can learn from this biblical study of 
the Final Antichrist.   
 
Sadly, too many Christians tend to make one of two mistakes in this regard. Either they ignore completely the 
subject of the Antichrist, or they spend a great deal of their time studying it and hardly anything else.  
 
Neither should be the case. The career of the Final Antichrist is part of God’s revelation to us about what to 
expect in the future. While it is certainly not the only subject Christians should dwell upon, it is important to 
have some understanding of it.  
 
However, for Bible believers, our main subject of study should always be Jesus Christ, not Antichrist…. Lest 
we forget. 
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Lesson 2:  History Will Have An Endgame 
 
One of the most important lessons that we learn from an overall study of this biblical character and his career 
is that history is moving in a direction, a direction that will lead to a completion. In other words, there will be 
an endgame for the human race and our planet. History will not continue endlessly as it has in the past.  
 
One of the ways that we know this truth has been revealed to us by the Apostle John.  While there are many 
antichrists that have come and gone on the scene of history, John made it clear that there will be a “final one.” 
He wrote the following about this: 
 

Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and already many such 
antichrists have appeared (1 John 2:18 NLT). 

 
Notice that he says that “the Antichrist,” singular, is coming. The coming of this personage will mark the end 
of these false Christs, the false Messiahs, who come to the earth.  Until he arrives, many false Christs will appear. 
History certainly tells us that his words have been shown to be true. 
 
Yet, once this Final Antichrist appears it will signal the time of the end. He is also known as the unique name, 
“the beast.” This particular nickname has been reserved for he and his cohort the false prophet. No other 
antichrist has been given this special designation. In other words, he is “one of a kind.” 
 
When he arrives, it is in the time frame when God’s kingdom comes to the earth in the Person of the King, 
Jesus Christ. Accordingly, a study of the person of the Final Antichrist and the events surrounding his life 
makes this clear.  
 
To sum up, the human race will not continue forever and ever in the state that we are presently in. This world, 
as we know it, will come to an end.  
 
We would not know this if we did not take the time to study this subject or to clearly interpret the many facts 
and details that the Scripture has to say about it.  This includes the career of the Final Antichrist. 
 
Lesson 3:  There Is A Time Period That Has Yet To Take Place On The Earth “The Last Days” 
 
There are also passages in Scripture that speak of an era known the “Last Days.” By definition, “last” means 
near the time of the end. Daniel wrote about this time period: 
 

As I, Daniel, was trying to understand the meaning of this vision, someone who looked like a man stood 
in front of me. And I heard a human voice calling out from the Ulai River, “Gabriel, tell this man the 
meaning of his vision.” As Gabriel approached the place where I was standing, I became so terrified that I 
fell with my face to the ground. “Son of man,” he said, “you must understand that the events you have 
seen in your vision relate to the time of the end.” (Daniel 8:15-17 NLT). 

 
As Daniel was seeking to understand a vision that was given to him about certain events that would take place, 
he was specifically told that they are related to “the time of the end.” 
 
Ezekiel, in writing about a future invasion of Israel, that has still not occurred, made it clear that this will only 
take place when the end is near. He recorded the Lord saying: 
 

A long time from now you will be called into action. In the distant future you will swoop down on the land 
of Israel, which will be enjoying peace after recovering from war and after its people have returned from 
many lands to the mountains of Israel (Ezekiel 38:8 NLT). 
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Notice that twice in this verse it speaks of “a long time from now,” and “the distant future.” This is another 
indication of Scripture speaking of a time period known as the “last days.” 
 
From the study of the entirety of Scripture, we know that this Final Antichrist appears on center-stage upon 
the earth during the “last days,” at a time shortly before Christ comes back to our planet. Indeed, as we will 
discover, his punishment comes when the Lord Jesus arrives a second time. 
 
Again, the fact that there is a time of the end, and so much information is given to us about this particular time, 
is another valuable lesson that we should learn. 
 
Furthermore, as we see the world stage being set up for these predicted events to happen, it gives us further 
confidence that Scripture has provided for us a basic roadmap of the time of the end.  
 
The Final Antichrist, and his career are a key factor for us to understand these truths. In point of fact, without 
it, there would be many things unknown to us concerning what will take place when the Lord returns. 
 
Lesson 4:  The Lord Himself Will Judge Our Planet “The Day Of The Lord” 
 
Right now, we are living in what has variously been called, “Man’s Day” or “Human’s Day.” It is the time where 
the human race is allowed to live freely and act according to our fallen nature.  However, there will be a future 
period of time where the Lord will judge the human race. Scripture calls this the “Day of the Lord.” Paul wrote: 
 

Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for anything to be written 
to you. For you know quite well that the day of the Lord will come in the same way as a thief in the night. 
Now when they are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction comes on them, like 
labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will surely not escape (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 NET). 

 
As we have emphasized, the punishments of this future time period will occur during the era of the appearance 
of this Final Antichrist. Without looking at what the Bible has to say about the coming of this  
“beast,” and the issues associated with it, we would not understand precisely why the Lord has chosen this 
particular time to return.  
 
Indeed, the actions of “the beast” place our planet in such a chaotic state that the return of the Lord becomes 
necessary.  
 
Lesson 5:  There Will Be No Peace On Earth During This Time 
 
As we saw in our overview of the career of the Final Antichrist, he will be proclaimed as a “man of peace.” He 
comes on the scene as a “rider on a white horse:” 
 

I looked on when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures 
saying with a thunderous voice, “Come!” So I looked, and here came a white horse! The one who rode it 
had a bow, and he was given a crown, and as a conqueror he rode out to conquer (Revelation 6:1-2 NET). 

 
It seems that he will bring some type of temporary peace to a war-torn world. In fact, as we saw in our previous 
lesson, 1 Thessalonians 5:3 tells us that when the unbelieving people of the world say, “peace and safety” then 
suddenly destruction will come upon them.  
 
This tells us, among other things, that there will be no genuine “peace on earth” until the “Prince of Peace” 
returns. 
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Therefore, all the human attempts to make the entire world a peaceful place will result in failure. While it is 
certainly crucial that we humans try to make peace with one another, we must understand that “world peace” 
will never be achieved, try as we might, until the return of Christ. 
 
Lesson 6:  The People Of Earth, Who Have Rejected Christ, Will Be Deceived  

And Embrace This Final Antichrist 
 
Another valuable lesson that we learn concerns the response of the human race to this “beast” when he arrives. 
In fact, this acceptance of the Final Antichrist, the first beast, will be a fulfillment of a specific prediction of 
Jesus. He said the following to the religious leaders of His day: 
 

I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him (John 5:43 ESV) 

 
Without the arrival of the Final Antichrist, and the acceptance of our world to his claims, we would not know 
how this particular prediction of Jesus would be ultimately fulfilled. However, when we study the career of the 
Final Antichrist, it becomes clear. 
 
The Master Of Deception 
 
We discover from an examination of the career of this final Antichrist that he will deceive the people of the 
earth as to his true nature and his intentions. In fact, when Paul wrote about his coming, he emphasized the 
deception that will take place. 
 
This man will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. He will use every 
kind of evil deception to fool those on their way to destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth 
that would save them. So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and they will believe these lies. Then they 
will be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 NLT). 
 
Note the emphasis on counterfeit signs that this man will perform, or are performed on his behalf, and the 
deception that comes with it. Because the people of earth are so willing to be deceived, God will cause them to 
be “greatly deceived.” 
 
Paul wrote elsewhere about the deception that will be widespread at this particular time: 
 

But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will deceive others and will themselves be deceived (2 
Timothy 3:13 NLT). 

 
“Deceive” and “being deceived” says it all. Again, if we do not study the career of this coming “man of sin” we 
would never know about the deception that will come upon the world.  
 
The Lawlessness Of Antichrist Is Already With Us 
 
Furthermore, this “anti-Christ” mindset that this personage will proclaim is already here. If we do not study 
the Scripture which warns us about these things, then we too can be deceived also. Paul also wrote. 
 

For this lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it will remain secret until the one who is holding it back 
steps out of the way. Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will slay him with 
the breath of his mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming (2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 NLT). 

 
Notice that this lawlessness is already secretly working in our world. Unless we study the warnings of Scripture, 
including what the Bible says about this coming man of sin, his destructive career, as well as the reception that 
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the unbelieving world gives to him, then we too can fall into the same trap of lawlessness as well as being 
misdirected in our goals and desires. 
 
Lesson 7:  Believers Will Be Able To Understand What Is Taking Place 
 
This leads us into one of the most important lessons of all. The Bible makes specific promises that believers 
living at the time of the end will be able to understand the events taking place. In other words, the seeming 
chaos in the world will make sense to them.  
 
In fact, while the unbelievers continue to have no clue as to what is taking place, believers who study the 
Scriptures will understand what is going on: 
 

I heard, but I did not understand. So I said, “Sir, what will happen after these things?” He said, “Go, Daniel. 
For these matters are closed and sealed until the time of the end. Many will be purified, made clean, and 
refined, but the wicked will go on being wicked. None of the wicked will understand, though the wise will 
understand (Daniel 12:8-10 NET). 

 
This passage cannot be emphasized enough for those of us living at this time. Among other things, the world 
events that are setting the stage for the Final Antichrist will make sense.  
 
Indeed, such things as digital currency, the exponential increase of technology, the rise of globalism, the lack 
of personal freedom, and the censorship of free speech are all signs that the world is preparing for the arrival 
of the Final Antichrist.  
 
Among other things, these events give further evidence that the Bible is the divine revelation of the one, true 
God. Indeed, for only He, the One who knows the future, could predict all these things with such perfect 
accuracy.  
 
Therefore, when one studies about the end times, and in particular the career of the Final Antichrist, and sees 
all these things taking place that the Scripture predicts, it confirms that we are not believing in fairy tales. This 
allows the believer to live with a confidence that unbelievers will never have. Such is one of the many important 
lessons we learn when we study this subject. 
 
Lesson 8:  Persecution Of Christians And Jews Will Continue Until The End 
 
As we examine the Book of Revelation, the career of the Final Antichrist, and the works of the devil, we find 
that those who are descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as well as those who have put their faith in the 
God of the Bible will be persecuted. When the final Antichrist comes on the scene there will be worldwide 
persecution to the point of death. Scripture says: 
 

And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And he was given 
authority to rule over every tribe and people and language and nation (Revelation 13:7 NLT). 

 
However, we must understand that this persecution will not merely begin when this personage arrives. In fact, 
it has already been occurring since the time of Christ and His apostles. Yet, in the “last days” it will happen in 
an unprecedented manner that has never been seen before. Indeed, it will be global. 
 
As we approach this time, it is important for believers in Christ to understand that they should expect to see 
an uptick in this type of persecution like the Final Antichrist will eventually bring.  In other words, as life does 
not get easier for a Bible-believing Christian, it is further confirmation that we are rapidly approaching the time 
of the end. 
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Lesson 9:  The World Will Not Be Destroyed By Humans 
 
All of these truths will teach us another valuable lesson. Our present world will not destroy itself through the 
use of nuclear weapons or through “climate change.” Jesus made the point that He will return before something 
like this could happen: 
 

For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will never be so great again. 
In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a single person will survive. But it will be shortened 
for the sake of God’s chosen ones (Matthew 24:21 NLT). 

 
The great calamity or tribulation that will come upon the world will threaten our existence as humans, but the 
Lord will intervene before this becomes a reality.  
 
Again, when we look at the career of this coming man of sin, we see how all of this fits in God’s program for 
time and eternity. 
 
In other words, we should not live in fear that everything and everyone will be destroyed. Unhappily, those 
who do not believe in the divine revelation of Scripture do not have this assurance.  
 
Sadly, many live in constant fear simply because they are only looking at present-day events and not to the One 
who has explained what will eventually take place on our planet. 
 
Lesson 10:  The Lord Jesus Will Return To Earth, Destroy The Armies Of Antichrist  

And Throw Him Into The Lake Of Fire 
 
The last thing we learn, as we examine the career of this Final Antichrist is he gathers the armies of the world 
to fight against Christ and the armies of heaven, as the Lord returns to the earth: 
 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their armies gathered together to fight against the one 
sitting on the horse and his army (Revelation 19:19 NLT). 

 
As can be imagined, it is not much of a battle. Jesus Christ returns to the earth and tosses him and the false 
prophet into the lake of fire:  
 

And the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who did mighty miracles on behalf of the 
beast—miracles that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast and who worshiped his statue. 
Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur (Revelation 
19:20 NLT). 

 
Again, if we did not have the divine revelation of the career of the coming Antichrist, then we would not know 
how Jesus Christ would return to the earth, where He would return and the reason for His return.  
 
Since we do have this revelation, we know that He returns to earth on a white horse with the armies of heaven, 
He comes to the Land of Israel where He destroys the armies of those who have gathered against Him. If 
Scripture said nothing about the Antichrist, then we would know none of these things. 
 
Summary To Our Ten Lessons 
 
Here’s what we have learned about the necessity of studying about this coming character, the Final Antichrist. 
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Lesson 1: When The Lord Devotes A Large Section Of Scripture To A Topic, It Should Be 
Studied 

 
Lesson 2:  History Will Have An Endgame 
 
Lesson 3:  There Is A Time Period That Has Yet To Take Place On The Earth “The Last Days” 
 
Lesson 4:  The Lord Himself Will Judge Our Planet “The Day Of The Lord” 
 
Lesson 5:  There Will Be No Peace On Earth During This Time 
 
Lesson 6:  The People Of Earth, Who Have Rejected Christ, Will Be Deceived And Embrace This 

Final Antichrist 
 
Lesson 7:  Believers Will Be Able To Understand What Is Taking Place 
 
Lesson 8:  Persecution Of Christians And Jews Will Continue Until The End 
 
Lesson 9:  The World Will Not Be Destroyed By Humans 
 
Lesson 10:  The Lord Jesus Will Return To Earth, Destroy The Armies Of Antichrist And Throw 

Him Into The Lake Of Fire 
 
These ten lessons should make it clear that the study of all of Scripture, including that of the coming Antichrist, 
is of the utmost importance. Indeed, our knowledge of the future would be incomplete if the career of the Final 
Antichrist was never recorded in Scripture.  
 
Fortunately, the Lord has taken the time to reveal these specific details to us. 
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Question 50 
 

What Should We Conclude About  
The Idea Of A Coming Antichrist? 

 
We have looked at the subject of the biblical Antichrist in some detail. Many things were learned, while a 
number of questions remain unanswered. After our investigation as to what the Bible has to say about the 
coming Antichrist, we can make a number of observations and conclusions. They are as follows. 
 
1. We Need To Know Certain Things About This Personage 
 
While the subject of Antichrist should not be our main theme of study as we look at the Scriptures, it is 
important that we know certain things about this individual. Indeed, since this personage occupies a great deal 
of space in Scripture with respect to coming events, it is essential that we have some idea of who he is, as well 
as what he will be trying to accomplish. After all, there are reasons as to why the Lord gave so much space in 
Scripture to this coming personage. 
 
2. Many Antichrists Have Come: A Final Antichrist Is Coming 
 
While still debated, it seems clear that a final personal Antichrist is coming. However, each generation has had 
its own antichrists. This is important for us to understand. There will always be people who have characteristics 
of the final Antichrist.  
 
While many of the more famous ones such as Nero and Hitler were not the biblical man of sin, they did exhibit 
many of the traits that this predicted man of sin will possess. 
 
3. There Is A Message Of Hope In The Study Of Antichrist 
 
Strange as it may seem, the study of Antichrist brings a message of hope to Christians. Through all the terrible 
events which will occur in the earth’s future, at the end of the day, there will be triumph for the believers. Jesus 
Christ will defeat this final Antichrist, hurl him into the lake of fire, and then set up His righteous kingdom 
upon the earth.  
 
Furthermore, the coming of the predicted Antichrist signals the coming of Jesus Christ. This man of sin will 
appear immediately before the return of the Lord. Therefore, as terrible as his coming may be, the appearance 
of the beast, this Antichrist, will actually be a sign of hope that the world will soon forever change. 
 
4. We Should Be Looking For Jesus Christ, Not Antichrist 
 
Finally, we should be putting our complete attention on the coming of Jesus Christ, not the final Antichrist. 
This is where our study of Scripture should focus. Paul wrote about the hope of Christians to Titus. 
 

While we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ 
(Titus 2:13 NIV). 

 
The hope of believers is the return of Christ to the earth. This is where our eyes should be fixating upon. As 
Jesus has taught, we need to be ready:   
 

Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, as though you were waiting for your master to return 
from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and 
knocks (Luke 12:35-36 NLT). 
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Let us then fix our personal hope on the coming of Christ. In doing so, we must be ready for Him to return at 
any moment. That time could be today! 
 
Summary To Question 49  
What Should We Conclude About The Idea Of A Coming Antichrist? 

 
As we sift through the Bible in an attempt to discover what it teaches about this subject of the final Antichrist, 
we learn a number of significant things. They include the following. 
 
For one thing, we find that we do need to know certain things about this personage. Since Scripture highlights 
him in many passages, as well as in types, it tells us that this subject is important for us to understand. Indeed, 
he is the key player on the earth before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. For this reason alone the topic of 
Antichrist should be given serious study. 
 
We have also found that many Antichrists have already come and gone. While certain people have mistakenly 
identified these individuals as “the” Antichrist of Scripture, they are not entirely wrong in their assessment of 
these people.  
 
Indeed, people like Nero and Hitler were Antichrists in the sense they opposed Christ and His kingdom, as 
well as persecuting God’s chosen people, the Jews.  
 
However, they were not the predicted “final” Antichrist. He is still to come. In point of fact, anyone who denies 
that God became a human being in the Person of Jesus Christ is an Antichrist. Yet, there is one final Antichrist 
which will arrive immediately before the Second Coming of Christ. He will be the evilest of them all.  
 
In our study of the subject of Antichrist we have found that there is a message of hope. The coming of 
Antichrist will directly precede the return of Jesus Christ to the earth. Though the world will experience its 
worst period of suffering in its entire history, this time frame will be relatively short.  
 
At the end of the great tribulation is the return of Jesus. Therefore, even in the midst of all the havoc Antichrist 
will bring upon the earth, there is still hope for the believer and for our planet. A better world is coming. 
 
Above all, our goal should be the daily looking for Jesus Christ, not Antichrist. The return of Christ is the 
“blessed hope” of the church. This is what we should be fixing our attention upon.  
 
Therefore, anything which we learn about the coming Antichrist should be placed in the overall context of 
Scripture. The Bible is not about Antichrist, it is about Jesus Christ!  He is the One whom our hearts should be 
fixated upon.  
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Appendix 1 
 

What Is The Theory Of  
The Assyrian Antichrist? Could He Be A Muslim? 

 
While the majority of Bible commentators believe a future Antichrist will arise from Western Europe, the 
revived Roman Empire, a minority hold a different perspective. Instead Antichrist will arise from the Middle 
East. This is known as the theory of the “Assyrian Antichrist.” 
 
The Case For The Assyrian Antichrist 
 
Those who argue for an Assyrian Antichrist, rather than one from Western Europe, make the following case 
from the Scripture. 
 
1. He Is Called An Assyrian 
 
To begin with, the final Antichrist is specifically called an Assyrian. We read in Micah: 
 

And he shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our palaces, then we will 
raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men (Micah 5:5 ESV). 

 
While some view this passage as referring to the past invasions of the Assyrian nation, others believe it refers 
to the coming “man of sin.” 
 
2. He Is The King Of The North 
 
Antichrist is also introduced to us as the “King of the North.” We read of this in the Book of Daniel: 
 

At the time of the end, the king of the south shall attack him, but the king of the north shall rush upon him 
like a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and with many ships. And he shall come into countries and 
shall overflow and pass through (Daniel 11:40 ESV). 

 
Assyria was located north of Israel. This is another clue that Antichrist will be an Assyrian. 
 
3. His Headquarters Is In The Holy Land, Not Europe 
 
We also find that the headquarters of this coming man of sin will be in the Holy Land and not in Western 
Europe: 
 

He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, 
and no one will help him (Daniel 11:45 NIV). 

 
His tents will be “between the seas.” This indicates there are bodies of water on either side of his headquarters. 
The seas are most often understood to be the Mediterranean Sea on the west, and the Dead Sea on the east.  
 
The exact location of the “beautiful holy mountain” is usually believed to refer to Mt. Zion. This is another 
name for Jerusalem, the location of the Holy Temple. This fits with the specified geographical location. 
Jerusalem is located “between the seas.”  
 
Therefore, this passage seems to teach that the final Antichrist will use the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem as his 
headquarters while the battles he will fight will be elsewhere. 
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Some believe that the location of his camp is not in Jerusalem proper but rather at some location between the 
Mediterranean Sea and Jerusalem. Whatever the case may be, this King of the North will set up his headquarters 
in the Holy Land. 
 
4.  Antiochus Was From That Region 
 
A further reason why the coming Antichrist may be from the region of ancient Assyria is found in the clearest 
pre-figurement, or type, of this coming man of sin, Antiochus IV.  
 
The Book of Daniel compares the rule of Antiochus to that of the coming Antichrist. Since Antiochus, the 
clearest type of Antichrist, was from that geographical region, the final Antichrist may also come from that 
area. 
 
These facts have caused a minority of Bible students to claim that the final Antichrist will be from a geographical 
area north of Israel, in the Middle East, rather than from Western Europe. 
 
Could He Be A Muslim? 
 
If the final Antichrist will arise from the Middle East, rather than western Europe, the question is often asked 
about his religion. Could he be a Muslim? In fact, in recent years a number of books have come out with the 
claim that the final Antichrist, the coming Caesar, will actually be a Muslim. Rather than go into great detail in 
a point-by-point refutation of this theory, we will make a few basic observations. 
 
Observation 1:  The Kingdom Of Antichrist Is Worldwide, Not Limited To The Middle East 
 
From Scripture, we know that the rule of Antichrist will be worldwide, it will not be a regional kingdom limited 
to the Middle East as the theory of a Muslim Antichrist usually claims.  
 
Observation 2:  Israel Would Never Put Their Security In The Hands Of A Muslim 
 
We also know that this final Antichrist will make a pact with Israel in which he will guarantee their security. It 
seems rather obvious that Israel would never agree to place the security of their nation into the hands of a 
Muslim. This is a non-starter. In addition, any Muslim who would guarantee the security of Israel would 
immediately lose any status that he had in the Islamic world. 
 
Observation 3:  No Muslim Would Help Israel Build Their Next Temple 
 
There is every indication that the final Antichrist will help Israel in the construction of the Third Temple. Any 
Muslim who even suggested such a thing would be signing his death warrant. 
 
Observation 4:  No Muslim Would Claim To Be God 
 
The fact that the final Antichrist claims to be God rules him out as being a Muslim. In fact, stating that there 
is another God would be bad enough, claiming to be God would be the ultimate of blasphemy as far as Muslims 
are concerned.  
 
Observation 5:  The Identity Of The Final Antichrist Will Only Be Known After The Church Is Gone 
 
There is one final thing that we should note. The identity of the final Antichrist will only be known after the 
church, the true believers in Jesus Christ, are taken from the earth in the rapture of the church. It is only after 
this event occurs that the final Antichrist will be revealed.  
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Therefore, attempting to discover his exact identity is fruitless. Indeed, since we will not be around to see him, 
we should spend our time studying more beneficial things. 
 
Summary To Appendix 1  
What Is The View Of The Assyrian Antichrist? Could He Be A Muslim? 
 
There is a minority view among commentators of the Bible that the Antichrist will actually arise out of the 
Middle East and not from Rome or Western Europe. This theory is known, among other things, as the 
“Assyrian Antichrist.” There are a number of reasons as to why this view is held. 
 
In the Book of Micah, this coming man of sin is called an Assyrian. Consequently, it can be argued that this is 
where he arises, from the people, or the geographical area, of ancient Assyria. 
 
He is called the “King of the North.” Assyria was located north of Israel. This is another indication of his 
Middle Eastern origin. 
 
We also find that the headquarters of this king is in the Middle East, not Western Europe. In fact, we are told 
it is somewhere between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. This means that it is somewhere in Israel 
between the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. The beautiful holy mountain is Jerusalem. These facts give 
further evidence that Antichrist will come from this part of the world. 
 
There is also the pre-figurement of Antichrist in the person of Antiochus IV. He is the clearest type of Antichrist 
in Scripture. He was from the Seleucid Empire which was also located in the Middle East, he was not from 
Western Europe. 
 
These things have led certain scholars to hold to the Assyrian Antichrist theory. 
 
If it is possible for this coming man of sin to be an “Assyrian,” then is it also possible that he will be a Muslim? 
While there have been those who have advocated the theory of a “Muslim Antichrist” the following points 
make this idea highly unlikely, if not impossible. 
 
First, the rule of Antichrist is worldwide. It is not a regional empire as the Muslim Antichrist theory holds. 
 
Second, Israel would never put their security in the hands of a Muslim. Yet we know they will trust the final 
Antichrist to protect them. 
 
Third, Antichrist seems to have a prominent part in helping the Jews build a Third Temple. No Muslim would 
suggest such a thing, let alone be at the forefront of accomplishing it. 
 
Fourth, the man of sin will sit in the temple and claim to be God. Muslim believe there is only one God, Allah. 
Any Muslim who suggested to the contrary would be put to death. Any Muslim who personally claimed to be 
God would not live out the day. This certainly precludes Antichrist from being a Muslim. 
 
Finally, since the appearance of Antichrist will only take place after the true believers in Jesus Christ, the church, 
have left the earth, it is fruitless to try to speculate about his identity.  
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Appendix 2 
 

How Do The Four Kingdoms Of Daniel 2 Relate  
To The Coming Of  The Final Antichrist 

 
There are so many things that the Bible teaches us about the time of the end. This includes how the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the supernatural explanation and interpretation of it, as recorded in Daniel 2, has ties to 
what the Book of Revelation records about the Final Antichrist. 
 
Fourth, the man of sin will sit in the temple and claim to be God. Muslim believe there is only one God, Allah. 
Any Muslim who suggested to the contrary would be put to death. Any Muslim who personally claimed to be 
God would not live out the day. This certainly precludes Antichrist from being a Muslim. 
 
Finally, since the appearance of Antichrist will only take place after the true believers in Jesus Christ, the church, 
have left the earth, it is fruitless to try to speculate about his identity.  
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