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Introduction 
 
In this book we will take an introductory look at one of the major issues on the subject of Bible prophecy 
popularly known as the “rapture” of the church. The term rapture refers to the “catching away” of living 
believers to meet Jesus Christ. This happens at the same time as the resurrection from the dead of those who 
have died “in Christ.” 
 
While many Christians know certain things about this important doctrine there is still much ignorance about 
the subject. Indeed, too few Bible-believers can explain what they believe about this coming event let alone 
correctly give details of other views. This book attempts to clear up this lack of knowledge.  
 
Our Goal 
 
The goal of our book is to accurately present each major position with respect to the fact of the rapture as well 
as to its timing. We will do this in such a way that everyone understands exactly what various Bible-believers 
are saying as well as why they are saying it. We will do our best to list their strengths and weaknesses and then 
come to a conclusion as to which theory we feel best fits the facts. 
 
As stated, this is an introductory work on the subject; it is not meant to be exhaustive. Consequently, we have 
chosen the main arguments which are usually brought up to support each position. We are well-aware that 
other things can be said to support the various theories. This is beyond the scope of what we are trying to 
accomplish in this introductory volume. 
 
This Is The First Of Two Volumes On The Subject 
 
In addition, there are other issues regarding the rapture of the church that space does not permit us to deal with 
in this introductory work. Consequently, we have planned a companion volume which will provide in-depth 
answers to some of the other often-asked questions on this subject. This will include some of the more technical 
issues. 

 
Our Viewpoint On The Timing Of The Rapture 
 
At the outset it is important to let the reader know our perspective on this subject. It is our opinion that when 
all the evidence is considered the Pre-Tribulation view best lines up with the biblical facts. Simply stated, 
believers in Jesus Christ will be taken out of the world seven years before the Second Coming of Christ to the 
earth and will therefore escape the terrible time which the people on earth will experience known as the “time 
of Jacob’s trouble,” the “great tribulation” or the “seventieth week of Daniel.” As you read the book you will 
discover why we come to this decision. 
 
However, it is also recognized that many godly Bible-believers disagree with this conclusion. We understand 
this and have no problem with it. Indeed, since we are dealing with predictions of future events it is necessary 
to hold our viewpoint with charity and graciousness toward others. So if we do disagree on this issue, we should 
do it agreeably. This is the attitude which honors Christ. 
 
With this in mind let us now look at the fascinating subject of the rapture of the church. 
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Question 1 
 

What Is The Rapture Of The Church? 
 
One of the major prophetic events that the Bible speaks of is known as the “rapture of the church.” It is also 
referred to as the “translation of the church.” What is the rapture? What does the Bible tell us about this coming 
event?  
 
The doctrine of the rapture of the church can be simply stated as follows. At some future time, the genuine 
believers in Jesus Christ (not merely people who have a church membership or affiliation) will be caught up to 
meet Him in the air when He descends from heaven. Those Christians who are alive will be instantaneously 
changed from their mortal bodies into immortal bodies, from corruptible bodies to incorruptible bodies. 
Immediately before this happens, the believers who have died “in Christ” will be raised from the graves into 
their new bodies where they too will be with the Lord. This is the “blessed hope” of the true believers in Jesus. 
 
Understanding The Terms Rapture, Translation, And Second Coming 
 
It is important that we understand the different terms used for the coming of the Lord; rapture, translation, 
and Second Coming. The terms rapture and translation are used for the coming of Jesus Christ for His church. 
In this coming, Jesus meets the believers in the air. The term Second Coming is consistently used as a reference 
to Jesus’ coming back to the earth with the believers to establish His kingdom.  
 
While the words rapture and translation refer to the same event they are not identical. The rapture refers to the 
doctrine that the believers in Christ are “caught up” from the earth to meet the Lord in the air. The term 
translation emphasizes that those who are snatched up are immediately transformed. The physical bodies of 
those who are raptured are instantly changed from natural, corruptible, mortal bodies to spiritual, incorruptible, 
immortal bodies. For simplicity sake, we will use the two terms, rapture and translation, interchangeably.  
 
Where Do We Get The Term Rapture? 
 
The English term rapture is derived from the Latin Vulgate translation of the New Testament. The Latin verb 
rapere is a translation of the Greek word harpadzo which has the meaning of being “caught up.” It is the word 
used in one of main passages describing this event, 1 Thessalonians 4:17. The believers are “caught up” to be 
with the Lord (Greek harpadzo, Latin rapere). Hence, the English word “rapture” comes to us by way of the 
Greek and the Latin.  
 
We should note that while rapere is a verb meaning “to catch away” this catching away of believers has been 
turned into a noun, “the rapture.” Thus, “the rapture” has become the popular way to portray this predicted 
catching away of believers.  
 
We can make the following general observations about the doctrine of the rapture of the church. 
 
1. The Believers Will Be Caught Up 
 
The Scripture speaks of this great catching away of the true believers in Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote 
to the church at Corinth and stated it in this manner: 
 

I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does 
the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed (1 Corinthians 15:50-52 NIV). 
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When Paul speaks of “sleep” in this context he is referring to physical death. Not everyone will die! Millions of 
believers in Jesus Christ will be changed in the twinkling of an eye. This change will involve receiving a new 
body which is immortal and incorruptible. Those who have died in Christ will be raised with their new 
incorruptible bodies.  
 
Paul told the church at Thessalonica something similar. He wrote to them of a time when the Lord Jesus would 
personally return for the believers and snatch them away to meet Him in the air. He put it this way: 
 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 NIV). 

 
This passage emphasizes that the dead in Christ will rise first and then the living believers will be caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air.  
 
2. Jesus Spoke Of Coming For His Own 
 
Another passage which speaks of this event comes from the words of the Lord Jesus Himself. On the night of 
His betrayal, Christ told His disciples that He would come back for them: 
 

“Do not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God; believe also in me. There are many dwelling 
places in my Father’s house. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I am going away to make ready a 
place for you. And if I go and make ready a place for you, I will come again and take you to be with me, so 
that where I am you may be too (John 14:1-3 NET). 

 
These verses speak of Jesus “coming again” to take the believers to Himself, the rapture. 
 
3. It Is The Blessed Hope Of Believers 
 
When the Apostle Paul wrote to Titus, he spoke of this event as the “blessed hope” of the church: 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds (Titus 2:11-14 NRSV UE). 

 
While believers are presently fighting a spiritual battle in this world we are waiting for that “blessed hope;” the 
time Jesus Christ comes back for all of us.  
 
In the same manner Paul wrote to the Philippians of this hope. He stated it in this manner: 
 

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ who, by 
the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body (Philippians 3:20-21 NIV). 

 
This is the hope of the believer. Our frail sinful bodies will be transformed by Jesus at the time of the rapture. 
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4. Enoch And Elijah Illustrate The Rapture 
 
The rapture of the church, the “catching away” of living believers who will not experience death, is not without 
a biblical precedent. Indeed, there are two Old Testament examples of people who did not suffer physical 
death: Enoch and Elijah. We read the following about Enoch: 
 

Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him away (Genesis 5:24 NIV). 
 
God “took” Enoch to Himself. This faithful man of God did not have to experience physical death. The New 
Testament uses Enoch as an example of the rapture of the church. We read in Hebrews: 
 

By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had 
taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God (Hebrews 11:5 ESV). 

 
The general rule is that every human being will die. The Bible makes this clear: 
 

Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment (Hebrews 9:27 NIV). 
 
Enoch was an exception. He was “caught up” to meet the Lord. Like Enoch, the prophet Elijah did not 
experience death:   
 

As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and 
separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2:11 NIV). 

 
Elijah was taken up in a whirlwind to meet the Lord while he was still alive. 
 
As Enoch and Elijah did not suffer physical death, at some unknown time in the future, there will be millions 
of Christians who will have the same experience.  
 
5. Jesus’ Ascension Into Heaven Is Sometimes Used As An Illustration Of The Rapture 
 
Another event which is compared to the rapture of the church is the ascension of Jesus into heaven: 
 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11 
NRSV UE). 

 
This is sometimes used as another illustration of what will occur to believers at the rapture of the church. 
However, there are differences. For one thing, Jesus’ ascension took place after His death.  Yet the catching up 
of living believers upon the earth will occur before they have died.  
 
Also, Jesus’ ascension was in full view of His disciples while the gathering up of believers will seemingly not be 
seen by those remaining upon the earth. The Christians will simply disappear with nothing “left behind.” 
 
This briefly sums up the doctrine of the rapture of the church; the catching up of living believers into the 
presence of the Lord as well as the dead in Christ being simultaneously raised to meet Him. At that time both 
the dead and the living will be clothed with incorruptible immortal bodies. What a wonderful event this will be! 
Indeed, it is the “blessed hope” of the Christian. 
 
 



The Rapture 

© Don Stewart 10 

Summary To Question 1  
What Is The Rapture Of The Church? 
 
The rapture of the church is a term that is commonly used of the “catching up” of the church, the genuine 
believers in Jesus Christ, to meet their Lord in the air. At some point in the future, those Christians who are 
alive will have their mortal bodies transformed into incorruptible, immortal bodies. Immediately before this 
happens, the believers who have died will be raised from the dead and will also receive a new body as they meet 
Christ in the air. According to Scripture all of this will occur in a moment, in a twinkling, or in a blink, of an 
eye.   
 
The rapture is distinct from the Second Coming in that it refers to the believers on earth being caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air and then return to heaven. The Second Coming is the return of Christ from heaven to 
the earth. While the rapture is often called the “translation” of the church the two words have a slightly different 
meaning. The rapture is the actual “catching up” of believers while the translation is the change which occurs 
to these believers. Their mortal physical corruptible bodies are changed into immortal, spiritual incorruptible 
bodies.   
 
There are two passages in the writings of the Apostle Paul which directly speak of the rapture of the church: 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-52. John 14:1-3 records Jesus promising to come back for His 
own. On the night of His betrayal, John records that Jesus told His disciples that He would come again for 
those who are “His” and bring them to Himself. This is the first biblical statement about the rapture, or 
translation, of true believers. In writing to Titus, the Apostle Paul speaks of this coming of Christ for His own 
as our “blessed hope.”  
 
This future event is not without precedent. There have been two previous biblical examples of this type of 
episode occurring. The first was the patriarch, Enoch. The Book of Genesis tells us that the Lord simply took 
him away. He did not experience physical death. The second example is that of Elijah the prophet. The Bible 
says that he was taken to heaven in a whirlwind. He, like Enoch did not experience physical death. Therefore, 
we have a biblical model for this coming event known as the translation of the church, or the rapture of the 
church, where living believers will not have to die before they meet the Lord. 
 
The ascension of Jesus into heaven is sometimes used as an illustration of the rapture. However, in Jesus’ case 
this was His ascension after His resurrection from the dead. In the case of living believers, those who are 
translated or raptured will not experience physical death. Furthermore, Jesus’ ascension was in full view of the 
apostles while it seems like the rapture will cause living believers to simply disappear from sight. Nobody will 
see them ascending into heaven and there will be no trace of these believers left on the earth.  
 
This sums up what the Scripture teaches about this glorious event. The dead shall be raised in new bodies to 
meet Jesus Christ while the living believers will be instantly brought into His presence. Those who are alive will 
also be given new bodies which are immortal and incorruptible. This is indeed the “blessed hope” for the 
believer. 
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Question 2 
 

Why Should The Subject Of  
The Rapture Be Studied? 

 
Before we begin our study of the rapture of the church it is necessary to explain why we should take the time 
to examine this particular subject. Aren’t there more important things to spend our time with than studying 
about the rapture? Indeed, what does this particular topic have to do with the way in which we conduct our 
daily lives? 
 
While there are those that believe the subject of the rapture of the church is irrelevant, or should be limited to 
theologians who like to endlessly argue such issues, this is certainly not the case.  
 
We can make a number of observations as to why this subject should be studied by everyone.  
 
1. All Scripture Is Profitable For Study 
 
The first point we must make is that all Scripture is “profitable” or “useful” for us. The Apostle Paul wrote the 
following words to Timothy emphasizing this fact: 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV). 

 
“All” Scripture includes the topic of the rapture of the church. Since the teaching on the subject of the rapture 
is part of Holy Scripture, and all Scripture is useful, then this doctrine should be studied seeing that it will be 
beneficial to us. 
 
2. We Should Attempt To Understand The Plan Of God 
 
When Paul met with elders from the church in Ephesus, he commanded them to teach “the whole will, or plan, 
of God.” The Bible records him saying: 
 

Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all. For I did not shrink back from 
declaring to you the whole purpose of God (Acts 20:26-27 TLV). 

 
Since the topic of the rapture of the church is part of God’s overall plan for the human race it is crucial that we 
have some understanding of it. 
 
3. The Apostle Paul Made This Subject A Priority In His Teaching 
 
The Apostle Paul was in Thessalonica for less than a month during. However, during that time, he taught them 
on the subject of the “rapture of the church.” After writing to them about the final Antichrist, the coming 
Temple, and the rapture, he stated the following: 
 

Don’t you remember that when I was still with you I was telling you these things? (2 Thessalonians 2:5 
TLV). 

 
If the Apostle Paul thought it was important enough to teach this subject in the short time that he was with 
these believers, then we too should have the same attitude towards this topic. It is important! 
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4. We Will Know What Is Going To Take Place In The Future 
 

Everyone wants to know what is going to happen in the future. When we study the subject of the rapture we 
will have a clearer picture of as to what Scripture says will actually take place. In other words, we will be 
intelligently informed about coming events as predicted in the Bible. 
 
5. There Are Practical Reasons As To Why  
 
In addition to all of these points, there are also a number of practical reasons as to why this doctrine is important 
for us to study. Indeed, the position we hold concerning the timing of the rapture will determine the way in 
which we conduct our daily lives. In other words, we will have to make some decisions based upon our view 
of the timing of the rapture. 

 
How Shall We Live? 
 
Should we expect the return of Jesus Christ for the believers at any moment? Or should we expect to endure 
years of terrible events before Christ comes back? If so, then how should we prepare ourselves for this coming 
“great tribulation?”   
 
If we believe the rapture can occur at “any moment” then we will live in expectancy of that event. However, if 
a number of events must take place before the rapture occurs then we will be looking for those things to 
happen. Indeed, we will not be looking for the immediate return of our Lord.  
 
So, as we see, our understanding of the timing of the rapture of the church has enormous implications as to 
how we will conduct our lives and prepare for the future. 
 
To sum up, we acknowledge that the subject of the rapture is not the most important issue which a person can 
examine. But neither is it irrelevant. In fact, there are a number of excellent reasons as to why we should take 
the time to look at this very relevant subject. This is what this book attempts to do. 
 
Summary To Question 2 
Why Should The Subject Of The Rapture Be Studied 
 
There are a number of reasons as to why we should engage in studying about the rapture.  
 
First, it is part of Scripture. Since all Scripture is useful or profitable for us we should make this a part of our 
study.  
 
God has given us the outline of His plan for time and eternity. The rapture of the church is part of that plan. 
Therefore, it is worth our time and effort to investigate what He has said.  
 
We find that the Apostle Paul made this subject a priority in his teaching. Since he thought this to be an 
important subject to address then so should we. Moreover, this particular study can give us assurance about 
our own future. We can know what is going to take place because the Bible tells us.  
 
Finally, there are a number of practical reasons as to why this subject is important. Indeed, if we believe that 
we are meant to go through the great tribulation period, or some part of it, then we must prepare for that 
eventuality. However, if we believe that Christ can come back at any moment then we will live our lives with 
that truth always in our mind. In addition, we should also have a certain urgency about spreading the Word of 
God to the lost for Christ could return for us at “any moment.” As can be seen, there are numerous reasons as 
to why we should take the time to study the subject of the rapture of the church. 
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Question 3 
 

What Specific Truths Do We Learn About  
The Rapture From Scripture? 

 
There are three main passages which specifically teach the doctrine of the rapture of the church: John 14:1-3, 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. While other passages possibly speak of this coming event, 
these passages provide direct references to it. 
 
When we put these passages together and compare what they teach, there are a number of specific things we 
can conclude about this event as well as its meaning for us.  
 
In fact, there are at least fourteen things which we learn about the rapture of the church from a study of these 
verses. They can be listed as follows. 
 
1. The Lord Does Not Want Us To Be Uninformed Of These Truths About The Rapture 
 
With respect to the rapture of the church, first and foremost we find that the Lord wants us to know certain 
things about this important truth. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians: 
 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest, who have no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13 NIV). 

 
This is essential for us to understand. Paul made the point that he did not want the Thessalonians to be 
uninformed of this truth. This assumes that they were ignorant, but it also assumes they could know certain things 
about this coming event. Like the Thessalonians, we should not be uninformed of the truths regarding the 
rapture.  
 
In the immediate context, Paul did not want them to be uninformed about the fate of believers who had died. 
He would now instruct them as to what had happened to these people. The Thessalonians would learn that 
these deceased believers were not at a disadvantaged because of their death. 
 
In doing so, Paul emphasized that their grief over the loss of loved ones is different from the grief of 
unbelievers. The non-Christians have no hope. Those who have died believing in Jesus Christ have hope! We 
are allowed to experience sorrow, but we should not be sorrowful like those which have no genuine hope for 
the future. 
 
2. This Truth Of The Rapture Is Given By The Word Of The Lord 
 
Next, we find Paul saying that the doctrine of the rapture of the church was something he taught them “by the 
Word of the Lord.” He wrote: 
 

For this we tell you, by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the 
Lord shall in no way precede those who are asleep (1 Thessalonians 4:15 TLV). 

 
This stresses the divine authority of this doctrine. The fact that Paul emphasized that this teaching comes from 
“the Word of the Lord” gives further importance to that which he wrote. 
 
Exactly what is meant by the phrase “the Word of the Lord” is not known. There have been a number of 
suggestions. 
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Jesus’ Teachings In The Olivet Discourse 
 
There are those who believe Paul is referring to the Olivet Discourse of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 24-25. 
However, this is highly debatable. We find nothing little, or nothing, that is specific in the Olivet Discourse 
which teaches these truths that Paul is speaking of here. 
 
A Teaching Of Jesus Not Recorded In The New Testament 
 
Some argue that this doctrine was taught by Jesus in more detail but, for some reason, His words were not 
recorded in the New Testament. However, this does not seem likely given the fact that Paul states that he was 
the one to whom this truth was first fully revealed rather than to Jesus’ Twelve disciples. 
 
This Was A Direct Revelation Given To Paul 
 
More likely is the idea that Paul received this truth by direct revelation. In other words, the exact details were 
basically unknown to the believers until the time God revealed them to Paul.  
 
Whatever the case may be, the doctrine of the rapture is God’s truth. This is stressed by the apostle. 
 
3. Jesus Has Promised To Return For His Own 
 
The rapture doctrine provides further details concerning the promise of Jesus to His disciples. From the words 
of Jesus on the night of His betrayal, we find the promise of His return.  
 
The Lord said that He will bring those who belong to Him, the Christians, back to Himself. John records Jesus 
saying the following: 
 

My Father’s house has plenty of room; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am (John 14:2-3 NIV). 

 
Though Jesus said that He was going to go away from them, He also said a place was being prepared for these 
disciples. Thus, Jesus promised to return someday for those who are His. At His return, Jesus would then take 
these believers to be with Him in His Father’s house. 
 
However, the specific details of that return were not given by Jesus at that time. This would be the job of the 
Apostle Paul.  
 
4. This Is A Mystery Or Sacred Secret Which Was Never Before Revealed 
 
We also learn that this doctrine of the rapture of the church was first revealed to the Apostle Paul. He wrote: 
 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51 NIV).  
 
The doctrine of the rapture is a “mystery.” This does not mean something which is difficult to comprehend. 
Instead the word has the idea of a “sacred secret.” There was no divine revelation of this truth to the people of 
God before Paul unveiled it. He had written about it previously to the Thessalonians and now he is further 
explaining it to the Corinthians. 
 
Consequently, since these truths were given to Paul to reveal, we should not look for the rapture doctrine in 
the Old Testament or, for that matter, even highlighted in the teachings of Jesus. While Jesus spoke of coming 
again for His own, He did not elaborate on the details. This responsibility was given to the Apostle Paul.  
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Now let us look at the details of the event itself.   
 
5. The Lord Himself Will Descend From Heaven  
 
The first thing we learn concerning this event, the rapture of the church, is that the Lord Jesus Himself will 
leave heaven to gather His own unto Himself. In other words, He initiates it: 
 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16 
ESV). 

 
The Tree of Life Version puts it this way: 
 

For the Lord Himself shall come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the blast of God's shofar, and the dead in Messiah shall rise first 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
TLV). 

 
The Lord will descend from heaven to commence this event. The fact that Jesus will leave heaven’s glory speaks 
of something which is going to be very special.  
 
Indeed, His present ministry is at the right hand of God the Father as our Great High Priest. The fact that He 
will leave heaven means something monumental is about to take place. 
 
6. There Will Be A Shout Or A Loud Command From Jesus With The Voice Of An Archangel 
 
Paul also wrote that the voice of Jesus will be heard: 
 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16 NIV). 

 
There are a couple of things to note about this.  
 
First, we are told that Jesus will leave heaven with a shout or a “loud command.” Interestingly, there are two 
instances during Jesus’ earthly ministry where it is recorded that His shouting had an effect on the dead.  
 
At The Tomb Of Lazarus 
 
At the tomb of Lazarus, who had been dead for four days, we read the following:  
 

And when He had said this, He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" (John 11:43 TLV). 
 
In this case, Lazarus came back from the dead after Jesus called out to him with a loud voice. 
 
His Last Words On The Cross 
 
We also find Jesus shouting or crying out His last words on the cross. In this instance, Matthew tells us that the 
graves of some of the righteous dead were opened and they came forth: 
 

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke 
open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs after 
Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people (Matthew 27:50-53 NIV). 
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At the rapture of the church Jesus will give a shout, or cry of command, and again we will find that this affects 
some who are dead, the believers. 
 
His Voice Will Be Like An Archangel 
 
Second, we are specifically told that His voice will be like that of an archangel. This is not the voice of an 
archangel, as some have supposed, but a voice like that of an archangel. In other words, it is a powerful voice.  
 
7. The Trumpet Of God Shall Sound 
 
We are also informed that the trumpet of God shall sound when the Lord descends from heaven: 
 

The Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trumpet call of God. And those who have died believing in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 
4:16 NCV). 

 
Trumpets are used in Scripture to signify important occasions. The trumpet blast is certainly appropriate here 
as the Lord Himself will descend from heaven to bring the believers, living and dead, to Himself. As to who 
will actually hear this trumpet blast, we are not told.  

 
8. Those Who Have Died In Christ Will Be Raised With New Bodies 
 
The sequence continues. This rapture event will first involve the resurrection of the bodies of the believing 
dead “in Christ.” Paul wrote about this to the Thessalonians: 
 

For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. (1 Thessalonians 4:16 NRSV UE). 

 
Those who have already died are now in the presence of the Lord as perfect or perfected spirits. Yet they have 
not received their glorified body.  
 
At this future time, their perfect spirits will be joined with a perfect body. This will occur at the time of the 
rapture of the church. 
 
These dead “in Christ” will be raised in incorruptible, immortal bodies. Paul wrote about this to the Corinthians 
putting it this way:  
 

I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does 
the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed-- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed (1 Corinthians 15:50-52 NIV). 

 
Thus, the order of events involves the dead believers rising first. They will not miss out on this glorious event 
of the Lord’s coming. 

 
9. The Living Believers Will Be Caught Up To Meet The Lord In The Air 
 
Those who are alive at that time, and who have believed in Jesus Christ, will then be caught up to meet Him in 
the air. Paul explains it this manner: 
 

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:17 NRSV UE). 
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According to this promise there will be a generation of Christians who will never die. While the general rule is 
that each human being does eventually die, such will not be the case here. Millions of believers in Jesus Christ 
will never see physical death. 
 
10. The Living Believers Will Receive New Bodies At That Time 
 
Not only will these living believers be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, they too, like the resurrected saints, 
shall receive new bodies. Paul wrote: 
 

It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet 
sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be 
transformed. For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies 
must be transformed into immortal bodies. Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into 
bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled (1 Corinthians 15:52-54 NIV). 

 
Like the believing dead, the living believers will receive a new body at this time. This new body will be immortal 
and incorruptible. It is important to understand that this new body will have some sort of continuity with the 
present body.  
 
In other words, this present body will be changed into a perfect body that will last for all eternity.  
 
11. This Will All Happen In A Blink Of An Eye 
 
The translation of the church will occur instantaneously, in the twinkling of an eye. One moment the Christians 
are here while the next moment they are gone. Disappeared! Paul wrote about this to the Corinthians. He stated 
it as follows: 
 

It will take only a second--as quickly as an eye blinks--when the last trumpet sounds. The trumpet will 
sound, and those who have died will be raised to live forever, and we will all be changed (1 Corinthians 
15:52 NCV). 
 

This transformation will happen instantly. Every living believer in Jesus Christ will suddenly be gone. Those 
who have not believed will be left behind.  
 
12. All Of The Believers In Christ, Living And Dead, Will Be Gathered Together 
 
This event will bring all believers “in Christ” together. Loved ones will reunite. Death will no longer be a barrier 
because Jesus, as He promised, has come for those who have believed in Him. The church, which is called the 
bride and body of Christ, is now complete. 

 
These Believers Will Forever Be With The Lord 
 
The result of the rapture of living believers, and the resurrection of those who have died in Christ, is that all of 
us will forever be with the Lord:   
 

Then we who are alive, who are left behind, will be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air—and so we shall always be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:17 TLV). 

 
Believers will spend eternity with the Lord. This is the great truth of the rapture. Wherever He is, we will be! 
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These Truths Should Be A Comfort For Believers 
 
We learn that these truths should be comforting for all believers. Jesus told His disciples not to be troubled, or 
afraid, that He was going away: 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me (John 14:1 NIV). 
 
In fact, Paul said that we should “comfort” or “encourage” each other with these words: 
 

Therefore encourage one another with these words (1 Thessalonians 4:18 TLV). 
 
The fact of Jesus coming back for His own is indeed a comfort for Christians. We have genuine hope for the 
future!  
 
When will it occur with respect to the Second Coming of Christ to the earth? That is the question which needs 
to be answered. 
 
Summary To Question 3   
What Specific Truths Do We Learn About The Rapture From Scripture? 
 
When we examine the three main passages that speak of the rapture of the church, John 14:1-3, First 
Thessalonians 4:13-18 and First Corinthians 15:50-58, we can make the following observations.  
 
First, this doctrine about the rapture of the church is important for us to know. Paul wrote that he did not want 
the Thessalonians to be ignorant of this truth. Neither should we be ignorant. We need to know what the Bible 
has to say about this subject.  
 
We also find that while the Thessalonians could be sorrowful over those which had died, their sorrow was not 
to be like the unbelievers who have no hope. Christians have hope. Paul would go on to explain why the dead 
“in Christ” are not at a disadvantage to those who are alive.  
 
Next we note that Paul emphasized that the truth of the rapture was specifically given by the Word of the Lord. 
Some believe that this refers to Jesus words recorded in the gospels; specifically in Matthew 24 and 25 when 
Jesus was speaking of His coming again to the earth. However, there is nothing in the Olivet Discourse that 
clearly explains the rapture of the church. It is possible Paul could have been writing about certain oral teachings 
of Jesus which were not recorded in the gospels. More likely, Paul is talking about direct revelation given to 
him by the Lord.   
 
In the gospel of John we find that Jesus said that He had to leave His disciples. Though He was going away He 
promised that someday He would return for His own. This speaks of the rapture of the church. Jesus said He 
is presently preparing a place for those who have believed in Him. Though Jesus spoke of coming back for His 
own, He did not elaborate on the details. This privilege was given to the Apostle Paul. The doctrine of the 
rapture was a mystery, or sacred secret, that Paul explained to the believers. 
 
As far as the event itself, the rapture of the church begins with the Lord Jesus descending from heaven. He 
leaves the glory of heaven to bring believers to Himself. When He leaves heaven Jesus will give a loud shout or 
command. This will set the stage for the resurrection of believers. Interestingly, the gospels contain two 
illustrations of shouts, or loud cries, from Jesus which resulted in certain dead people coming back to life. One 
was at the tomb of Lazarus and the other was when He died on the cross. Each time when Jesus shouted out 
people came back to life. We are also told that the voice of Jesus is like that of an archangel. In other words, it 
is a powerful sound which He makes.  
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Trumpets are used in Scripture to signify important events. Paul said that the trumpet of God shall sound when 
Jesus descends from heaven. This is a further illustration of the magnitude of the occasion. After the Lord 
descends from heaven, those who have died “in Christ” will be raised with new bodies. Their mortal bodies 
will become immortal; the corruptible bodies will become incorruptible.  
 
The living believers will then be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, or raptured. They will disappear from 
the sight of those left behind. Consequently these believers will be exceptions to the rule that everyone must 
die once; these Christians will never experience physical death. Like the dead which have just been raised with 
new bodies, the living believers will be given their new bodies at that time. These bodies will be immortal and 
imperishable.  Thus, there will be a gathering together of all the believers “in Christ;” those who have died and 
those who are alive. It will be a great time of reunion. 
 
All of this will happen in a twinkling of an eye. As fast as an eye can blink, this event will take place. In other 
words, it is instantaneous. One moment the believers are here, the next moment they are all gone. From this 
time forward, these believers “in Christ” will forever be with the Lord. This fulfills Jesus’ promise to His 
disciples. Before Jesus left this world He said He would come for His own people. This will be fulfilled at the 
rapture of the church. 
 
These truths should be used by believers to comfort one another. Indeed, knowing these things should provide 
a legitimate hope for those who have trusted Christ.  In sum these are the simple truths which the Bible states 
about the rapture, or translation, of the church. From them, we can further build the New Testament doctrine 
of the rapture. 
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Question 4 
 

What Are Some “Do’s and Don’ts That We Should Keep In Mind When 
Studying The Subject Of The Rapture?  

 
The “rapture” refers to the doctrine that the church, the true believers in Jesus Christ will be “caught up” from 
the earth to meet the Lord in the air. Again we emphasize that this refers to the genuine believers in Jesus; not 
merely people who attend church or have some family background in Christianity. 
 
At that time their physical bodies will be transformed from natural, corruptible and mortal bodies to spiritual, 
incorruptible, and immortal bodies. These raptured believers will forever be in the presence of the Lord.  
 
While the Bible teaches that such an event will take place there is disagreement among Bible believers as to its 
timing. Therefore, it is important that we have an understanding of the various ways in which Christians view 
this issue. 
 
However, before we look into the question of the timing of the rapture of the church there are a number of 
preliminary matters which need to be addressed. Indeed, there are a number of “do’s and don’ts” which need 
to be stressed when examining this question. They are as follows.   
 
1. We Need To Correctly Frame The Issue 
 
Any question regarding the rapture of the church must be properly stated or “framed.” It is important that we 
understand the precise issues as well as why people hold to the various positions which they embrace. 
 
Therefore, whether we agree with them or not, we should take the time to know why each position believes 
what they believe. Consequently, we must examine the best arguments which are put forward for each side.  
 
This being the case it will not do to find the weakest arguments for one particular point of view and then 
attempt to refute them. On the contrary we should attempt to find the most persuasive arguments which each 
side offers and then interact with them.  
 
The fact that some people have offered poor or simplistic arguments in the past should not be an issue. We 
don’t want to seek out the worst arguments each side proposes. Instead we want to find the best. Only then 
can we come to a proper conclusion on the matter. 
 
Therefore, we should not cite only selective verses or passages which promote our particular position while 
deliberately ignoring other passages which may contradict what we believe. Full disclosure is absolutely essential.  
 
2. We Should Not Predetermine The Outcome Of Our Study 
 
In looking at this question, as to what the Bible teaches about the rapture of the church, our goal should be to 
discover the truth of the matter. Thus, the outcome should not be pre-determined before we examine all of the 
evidence. If the evidence leads us to a different position than what we have previously held, then we must 
change our position; we should not try to change the evidence! While this may not be easy to do it is something 
that must be done if we are going to be intellectually honest. 
 
3. We Must Put This Question Into Proper Perspective 
 
Once we understand this issue, we must then put it into proper perspective. There are two extremes in which 
we must avoid. The first sees this matter of the rapture of the church as of little or no importance. Basically, 
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people who hold this view look at the question of the rapture and its timing as irrelevant to everyday life. There 
are more important matters which deserve our attention. Thus, this biblical doctrine receives little or no 
consideration. 
 
The other extreme sees this doctrine as primary; it is one of the central beliefs of the faith. The timing of the 
rapture is placed alongside the Person and work of Jesus Christ, the nature of the Bible and the doctrine of 
salvation as an essential point of Christian teaching.  
 
Neither of these extreme approaches is correct. The answer lies somewhere in the middle.  
 
As we noted in an earlier question, we will find that this issue is certainly not irrelevant. If the believers are 
taken out of the world before the time when God’s wrath is poured out on humanity, then we should be looking 
to the coming of Christ to deliver us from this period.  
 
On the other hand, if Christians are going to experience this horrific time, and suffer to some degree with the 
unbelievers, then we must prepare for such a period. Consequently, believers in Christ will conduct themselves 
differently depending upon their view of the timing of the rapture of the church. This issue is not unimportant. 
 
Having said this we do not want to go to the other extreme. As we examine the New Testament, we do not 
find the timing of the rapture as being the prime focus of the preaching and teaching of Christ and His apostles. 
Indeed, apart from a few specific references, we do not find the issue of the rapture of the church mentioned 
at all. Therefore, the key is to try and find the right balance when studying and discussing this issue. This is not 
always easy to do. 
 
4. We Must Not Make This Issue A Test Of Fellowship 
 
This cannot be stressed too strongly. After our study of this subject, or perhaps even before we have made a 
serious study of the topic, we may have a view which we sincerely and deeply hold. There is nothing wrong 
with this.  
 
However, what is wrong is to make our particular view the basis on which we associate with other Christians. 
While it is probably important that we go to a particular church that holds the same view as we do on this 
subject, it is certainly not essential. This is an important matter but there are a number of other issues which 
are of greater importance. The timing of the rapture is not the gospel! This should never be forgotten. 
 
5. We Must Realize That There Are No Quick, Easy Answers To This Issue 
 
No particular view of end-time events is without problems. Thus, as far as coming to conclusions about the 
timing of the rapture is concerned, we must understand that there is no simple answer to this question, neither 
is there any quick solution. If there were then all Christians would be in agreement on this topic. The fact that 
godly men and women disagree on this matter should make this clear.  
 
Almost everyone agrees that there is no single verse or passage that gives an undeniable or irrefutable answer 
to this question of the timing of the rapture. Any answer must be derived from studying the totality of Scripture. 
We cannot pick one verse here and other verse there in an attempt to construct this doctrine. It is an issue that 
demands our serious study.  
 
Furthermore, any conclusion that is arrived at must be able to account for all of the objections brought against 
it. The theory must be able to give reasonable answers to specific questions. 
 
As we have already indicated, we are convinced that the Pre-Tribulation theory is the view that best fits with 
all of the facts. While we believe that the Pre-Tribulation rapture view is the correct position, we are well aware 
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that godly people can and do disagree with our conclusion. Indeed, some individuals may use the same facts to 
come to an entirely different conclusion. Again we want to emphasize that we have no problem with this.    
 
6. We Must Not Think We Have All The Answers To This Question 
 
While this point can be applied to any biblical subject under discussion it seems especially appropriate here. 
Too many people claim to have all the answers with respect to the question of the timing of the rapture. This 
includes people on every side of this issue!  
 
Obviously, everyone cannot be correct as to the timing of this coming event. Somebody has to be wrong. 
Human nature is such that we think we have the correct answer while the other person has the wrong answer. 
While that may indeed be the case, it is also possible that the other person has the correct answer and we are 
the ones which are wrong! We always have to allow for this possibility.   
 
Even if we believe we have the correct answer on this question it is still our Christian duty to graciously and 
lovingly treat others who disagree with our conclusions. We should not assume that we are more intelligent or 
more spiritual than those who hold differing perspectives.  
 
Unfortunately, there is way too much name-calling going on from people on all sides of this issue. This should 
not be our approach in tackling this question. We need to discuss the issues surrounding this event with a large 
dose of Christian charity. This is what pleases the Lord. 
 
7. Scripture Alone Must Be Our Guide 
 
This last point is crucial. What solves this question is not what certain people may have taught in the history of 
the church or what we think current events may be telling us. While we may look at what others in the past 
have said about this issue, as well as what is presently going on in the world, the ultimate authority is the 
Scripture and the Scripture alone.  
 
Every conclusion concerning the doctrine of the rapture of the church must come from the Bible and only 
from the Bible. The teaching of God’s Word on this subject is the only thing which really matters. 
 
These “do’s and don’ts” should be kept in mind as we go about examining this particular issue, the rapture of 
the church. 
 
Summary To Question 4   
What Are Some “Do’s and Don’ts That We Should Keep In Mind  
When Studying The Subject Of The Rapture?  
 
The rapture or translation of the church speaks of a time when the Lord snatches up the true believers in Jesus 
Christ who are on the earth and immediately brings them into His presence. In a moment, in a blink of an eye, 
they are changed from mortal, sinful beings to immortal beings with a perfect glorified body. These raptured 
believers will forever be with the Lord.  
 
While this doctrine is taught in Scripture, there are many issues regarding the rapture of the church in which 
Bible-believers are divided. Indeed, there is no consensus of opinion about this event. This being the case there 
are a number of important things we should take notice of as we approach our study of this issue. 
 
First, we should attempt to understand or frame this issue the best way in which we can. In other words, we 
should do our best to correctly understand why people have differing points of view. Thus, we must look at 
the most convincing arguments each position offers and make our decision as to what we believe based upon 
the best evidence available.  
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In doing so, we should be intellectually honest and not pre-determine our conclusion before we examine all the 
facts. If we discover the facts contradict a position we have previously held, then we need to go with the facts.   
 
Next, we should have this issue in proper perspective. It is important as to what we will conclude about the 
timing of the rapture because, among other things, it will affect the way in which we conduct our Christian life 
as well as prepare for the future. The timing of the rapture is not an irrelevant issue.  
 
On the other hand, it is not the gospel. The Great Commission from Jesus Christ is that we preach the good 
news about Him and teach His truth to all nations. This message is that He had died for the sins of the world, 
was buried, and that He rose from the dead three days later. Forgiveness of sin only comes from Him. This is 
the message Jesus commanded us to proclaim. Thus, we must put this matter of the rapture of the church into 
proper perspective giving it the right amount of attention it deserves. 
 
While we may have a particular conviction as to which view of the timing of the rapture is correct, we should 
not make our position as a determining factor as to which Christians we will, or will not, associate with. All true 
Christians are our brothers and our sisters and should be treated as such. We should not have an “us versus 
them” mentality when it comes to this topic. 
 
We should also realize that there are no easy answers to this question. Indeed, if there were a simple answer 
then all Christians would be in agreement. The fact that they are not unified in this matter should keep us 
humble when we discuss the issue with others. 
 
No matter how much we understand about this topic there are always new things we can learn. The issues are 
complex. Consequently we should not think that we have all the answers. We never will. That is why we must 
keep on studying God’s Word!  
 
Whatever position we ultimately decide to take on this subject, it is important that we should treat others who 
see things differently graciously and with Christian love. There is no place for name-calling when discussing 
this topic. None whatsoever! The Lord is pleased only when issues such as these are discussed in a Christlike 
manner. This should be our goal.  
 
Finally, this issue can only be decided from the teachings of the Bible. No outside source should be given equal 
authority. Thus, while it is proper to discover what those in the history of the church may have said about this 
topic, or what current events may be telling us, the only thing which really matters is what God’s Word says. 
On this basis alone, this question must be decided. 
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Question 5 
 

What Is The Relationship Of The Rapture  
To The 70th Week Of Daniel? 

 
One of the key questions with respect to the timing of the rapture of the church is how it fits in with the 
prophecy of the “seventy weeks of Daniel;” particularly with the last or “seventieth week.”  
 
In fact, how one interprets the prophecy of Daniel’s seventy weeks will usually determine how one views the 
timing of the rapture of the church. This makes correctly interpreting Daniel’s prophecy of the utmost 
importance. We can illustrate this as follows. 
 
The Great Prophecy Of The Seventy Weeks Of Daniel 
 
Daniel the prophet had been praying about the future of the nation Israel. The Bible says that he was visited 
by the angel Gabriel who gave him this prophecy of the “seventy sevens” or “seventy weeks.” It reads as 
follows: 
 

A period of seventy sets of seven has been decreed for your people and your holy city to finish their 
rebellion, to put an end to their sin, to atone for their guilt, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to confirm 
the prophetic vision, and to anoint the Most Holy Place. Now listen and understand! Seven sets of seven 
plus sixty-two sets of seven will pass from the time the command is given to rebuild Jerusalem until a 
ruler—the Anointed One—comes. Jerusalem will be rebuilt with streets and strong defenses, despite the 
perilous times. 
“After this period of sixty-two sets of seven, the Anointed One will be killed, appearing to have 
accomplished nothing, and a ruler will arise whose armies will destroy the city and the Temple. The end 
will come with a flood, and war and its miseries are decreed from that time to the very end. The ruler will 
make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this time, he will put an end 
to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he will set up a sacrilegious object 
that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on him.” (Daniel 9:24-27 
NLT). 

 
From this prediction recorded in the Book of Daniel, we can make a number of observations. They are as 
follows. 
 
1. The Predictions Concerning Israel’s Future Are Divided Into Three Periods 
 
Here we find that the future of the nation of Israel is laid out for us. Daniel is told it will be divided into three 
periods of “weeks,” or “sevens.” The first is seven weeks, or seven sevens, then sixty-two weeks, or sixty-two 
sevens, then one final week, or one seven. The sevens can be days, weeks, or years depending upon the context. 
Almost all commentators agree that the weeks, or sevens, are years.  
 
Therefore, we are dealing with three periods of time. The first period is forty-nine years, the second period is 
four hundred and thirty-four years, and the final period is seven years. The total number of years is four hundred 
and ninety. At the end of this four-hundred-and-ninety-year period everlasting righteousness will prevail! 
 
2. The Starting Date Is Given To Us 
 
The time to begin to count the seventy sevens, or four hundred and ninety years, would be at a specific 
occurrence. We are told there would be a command given to restore and rebuild the city of Jerusalem.  The 
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fulfillment of this commandment is recorded in Nehemiah 2:1. When Jerusalem was restored and rebuilt the 
first period of sevens, or forty-nine years, ended.  
 
The next period of sevens, or four hundred and thirty-four years, brings us to the first century A.D. and to the 
life of Jesus Christ. There is discussion among biblical scholars as to exactly when this ended. Some argue it was 
at Jesus’ baptism while others contend it was fulfilled at His triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  
 
Whatever the case may be, the second group of “sevens,” or four hundred and thirty-four years, were fulfilled 
during the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  
 
3. There Is An Interval Between The Sixty-Ninth And Seventieth Week 
 
It is important to understand that the prophetic clock stopped during the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
Whether at His baptism or His triumphal entry the clock has now stopped. The four hundred and eighty-three 
years have ended. Daniel then wrote of certain events that would take place during an interval period between the 
sixty-ninth and seventieth week. We read the following: 
 

After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing. The people of 
the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will 
continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed (Daniel 9:26 NIV).    

 
Notice he speaks of particular events which will take place after the sixty-two sevens. This means there is an 
interval between the sixty-nine weeks (already fulfilled) and the future seventieth week. We are presently in that 
interval.  
 
Daniel was told that during this interval two tragic events would take place. They are as follows. 
 
4. The Messiah Was To Die During The Interval 
 
The first event was that the promised Messiah would be killed after He arrived on the scene. Instead of 
establishing His kingdom at that time, He would die. 
 

A. Isaiah Wrote Of His Death 
 
This prediction in Daniel, of the death of the Christ, fits well with the prophecies given to other prophets of 
God. The prophet Isaiah wrote that the Messiah would suffer. We read the following prophetic words: 
 

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up before 
him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of 
suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we 
held him in low esteem. Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished 
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the 
living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth (Isaiah 53:1-9 
NIV). 
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Here are clear predictions of the suffering of the “Servant of the Lord;” the Christ or the Messiah. He will “take 
our pain,” “bare our suffering,” be “pierced for our transgressions,” and “crushed for our iniquities,” and by 
“his wounds we will be healed.” 
 

B. The Messiah Will Be Pierced 
 
Zechariah the prophet said that the Messiah would be “pierced.” He made the following predictions: 
 

And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and 
supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns 
for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son (Zechariah 12:10 NIV). 

 
Therefore, Daniel’s prophecy, coupled with that of Isaiah and Zechariah, predicted the suffering and death of 
the Promised Messiah. The New Testament records the fulfillment of these predictions in the death of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
5. The City And Temple Were To Be Destroyed During The Interval 
 
The second tragedy involved the city of Jerusalem and the Holy Temple. Not only would the Messiah die, the 
city and the Temple would again be destroyed. The irony is that this prediction, recorded in the Book of Daniel, 
came soon after the destruction of the city and the First Temple.  
 
As always, God is true to His Word. The Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, was killed and shortly thereafter the city 
of Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed again. The predictions have been fulfilled. 
 
6. The Future Seven Year Period 
 
Today we are still in this interval period between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week of Daniel. As we have 
noted, there is one final week, or seven-year period, which remains to be fulfilled. The prophecy is stated as 
follows:  
 

The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this time, he will 
put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he will set up a sacrilegious 
object that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on him” (Daniel 
9:27 NLT). 

 
Thus, certain predicted events are going to be fulfilled in the future.   
 
The Seventieth Week Of Daniel And The Great Tribulation  
 
The seventieth week of Daniel is also termed “the great tribulation.” There are those who object uniting these 
two terms because they insist that the great tribulation does not encompass this entire seven-year period.  
 
However, the term “great tribulation” has become a convenient term to describe this last seven-year period 
rather than using the more cumbersome term “the seventieth week of Daniel.” So we will use the terms 
interchangeably while recognizing that some do not equate the two.  
 
The Confirmation By Jesus Of This Future Period 
 
As we have noted, it is necessary to have some type of gap between the end of the sixty-ninth week of Daniel 
and the start of the seventieth week. Indeed, the fact that the Messiah was to die and that the city and Temple 
were to be destroyed indicates that the seventieth week does not begin immediately after the sixty-ninth week. 
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We find this confirmed by the words of the Lord Jesus. When asked about “the sign” of His coming He said 
the following: 
 

So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through 
the prophet Daniel--let the reader understand (Matthew 24:15 NIV). 

 
According to Jesus, the abomination of desolation, which Daniel wrote about, was yet to be fulfilled. This 
speaks of a defiling of the Holy of Holies in the Temple. This is still future. In fact, it would be “the” sign that 
His return to the earth was near. This indicates there is still a seven-year period to be fulfilled with respect to 
the nation Israel.  
 
The Beginning Of The Last Seven Years: The Seventieth Week Of Daniel 
 
According to this prediction, the seventieth week of Daniel will begin with the signing, or confirming, of a 
peace treaty between the nation of Israel and a coming world ruler, the final Antichrist. Once this treaty has 
been signed, or confirmed, the prophetic clock begins to start. It is in this last seven-year period, the great 
tribulation, where many of the events recorded in the Book of Revelation take place.       
 
The Seventieth Week Of Daniel And The Rapture Of The Church 
 
What does this have to do with the subject of the rapture of the church? If there is one last seven-year period 
of great distress or great tribulation that the earth will experience before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
then the question is, “Where does the rapture of the church fit within this time period?”  
 
Does it occur before this last seven-year period? Does it take place in the midst of the seven-year period, near 
the end of this period or at the very end of this final seven years? These are the questions that need to be 
answered.  
 
Therefore, to be aware of issues surrounding the timing of the rapture we must understand Daniel’s prophecy 
about one seven-year period which remains to be fulfilled before the Lord Jesus returns. 
 
Summary To Question 5  
What Is The Relationship Of The Rapture To The 70th Week Of Daniel? 
 
The prophecy of the “seventy weeks,” or “seventy sevens” of Daniel is one of the most important in all of 
Scripture. Indeed, it details the history of the nation Israel from the time of the command to build the Second 
Temple, about 445 B.C., until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. In addition, it may have specific things to 
teach us about the timing of the rapture of the church. Consequently, it is crucial that we have a proper 
understanding of what is predicted in this passage.  
 
From a study of this prophecy we find that seventy sevens or seventy weeks are determined upon the people 
of Israel. At the end of these seventy weeks, the Lord will bring in everlasting righteousness. The weeks are 
periods of seven. They could be days, weeks or years. Almost all commentators understand them to be years.  
 
Therefore, the prophecy of Daniel concerns four hundred and ninety years in which God deals with the nation 
Israel. These years are divided into three periods: seven weeks or forty-nine years, sixty-two weeks, or four 
hundred and thirty-four years, and one week, or seven years. 
 
It is important to understand that these years are not consecutive. After the first two periods, or four hundred 
and eighty-three years in total, which are consecutive, the prophetic clock stopped. This occurred at some time 
during the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. The prophecy said that after the four hundred and eighty-three years, 
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or sixty-nine weeks were finished, the Messiah would be killed, the city of Jerusalem and the temple destroyed. 
This occurred exactly as predicted.  
 
Therefore, one more week, or seven years, still remains where God deals with the nation of Israel before the 
return of Christ. This period is known as the seventieth week of Daniel or the Great Tribulation. It will be a 
time of unparalleled trouble. 
 
This seventieth week will begin when a peace treaty is signed, or confirmed, between the nation of Israel and a 
coming world ruler. This signing of the treaty will start the countdown of the last seven years before the return 
of the Lord. 
 
It is argued that since the last seven-year period deals specifically with the nation Israel, then the New Testament 
church does not have to be around at that time. God will be finished with the church, the true believers in Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Consequently, the Lord will then turn His attention again to His chosen people, Israel. This perspective 
understands a biblical distinction between the people of Israel and the New Testament church. 
 
Hence the rapture of the church must occur before this last seven-year period begins. Once the church has 
been removed, then the final week of Daniel’s prophecy can commence. This is further evidence that the 
rapture of the church must occur before the last seven-year period leading up to the Second Coming of Christ. 
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Question 6 
 

What Are The Various Views That Bible-Believers Hold 
Regarding The Timing Of The Rapture? 

 
Bible-believers are not in agreement as to the timing of the rapture of the church. Indeed, there are five major 
views which are held by Christians as to when the rapture will take place. Furthermore, some believers do not 
think that such an event as a “rapture” will ever take place! Other Christians acknowledge the rapture will occur 
but they do not think there is sufficient information given to us in the Scripture about the timing of this event. 
 
For now, we will briefly state these positions. In the next few questions we will look at each theory in-depth. 
Simply stated, they are as follows. 
 
Option 1: There Is No Rapture 
 
There are some Christians who deny such an event as the rapture of the church will take place. They claim that 
there will be no future episode where the Lord gathers up the believers to meet Him in the air. Those who hold 
this perspective believe the passages referring to the rapture have been wrongly interpreted. They contend 
believers will remain upon the earth until Christ comes again. Consequently, Christians should not be looking for 
the Lord to snatch them away in the rapture.  
 
Option 2:  The Rapture Is Only For Spiritual Christians   
 
According to this theory the issue is not the timing of the event but the subjects of the event.  It is called the 
“Partial Rapture” theory because it is thought that not all true Christians will be taken up to meet the Lord in 
the air. Only those who are prepared, or spiritually worthy, will be caught up to meet the Lord in the rapture 
of the church.   
 
This view comes in more than one form. There are those who believe the partial rapture will take place at 
different times, and in different groups, before Jesus Christ comes back to the earth. The first rapture will occur 
before the great tribulation then other believers in Christ will be raptured at various intervals during the 
tribulation based upon their spiritual worthiness.  
 
Others who hold this position assume there will be only one rapture event. Those who miss the catching away 
of the church will have to endure the sufferings of the great tribulation.  
 
Though this view comes in more than one form, all who hold this position agree that not every true Christian 
will be taken up to meet the Lord when the rapture occurs. In other words, there will be some Christians left 
behind. 
 
Option 3:  The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory  
 
There are many who believe the rapture will take place before the beginning of the great tribulation; the final 
seven-year period before the coming of Christ. This theory is known as the “Pre-Tribulation” rapture view. 
According to this position, believers will escape the unprecedented time of God’s wrath which will come upon 
the earth. These Christians will return with the Lord in triumph at the end of the seven-year period. As we have 
mentioned, this is the viewpoint which is adopted in this book.  
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Option 4:  The Mid-Tribulation Rapture Theory  
 
There are those who believe the rapture will take place in the middle of the final seven-year period before Jesus 
Christ returns to the earth. Before the wrath of God is poured out upon the people living on the earth, the 
church will be taken away to meet the Lord in the rapture. This is known as the “Mid-Tribulation” view.   
 
Option 5:  The Pre-Wrath Rapture View 
 
There is a recent view that believes the rapture will take place three-fourths of the way through the final seven-
year period. However, it will occur before the wrath of God comes to the earth. This is known as the “Pre-
Wrath” rapture view. It differs from the Mid-Tribulation rapture in that it occurs later in time. It also differs 
from the Post-Tribulation view in that the rapture does not occur at the very end of the seventieth week of 
Daniel. Thus, the Pre-Wrath rapture has the rapture occurring some five- and one-half years into the seven-
year tribulation period.   
 
Option 6:  The Post-Tribulation Rapture Theory  
 
There are Christians who believe the rapture will take place at the very end of the seven-year great tribulation. 
Immediately before the Lord returns to set up His kingdom upon the earth, the church will be caught up to 
meet Him. They will join Christ as He returns to judge the wicked. This is known as the “Post-Tribulation” 
rapture view. This is the only theory which does not see a long interval between the rapture of the church and 
the Second Coming of Christ. 
 
Option 7: The Bible Teaches The Rapture But Nobody Can Be Certain About The Timing 
 
This last position says that while the rapture of the church is a biblical doctrine, the living believers will indeed 
be caught up at some time to meet the Lord in the air, there is not enough information given in Scripture so as 
to determine when this event will occur. The Bible tells us that the coming of the Lord is our hope, and this 
coming for the Christians is real. However, Scripture hasn’t given us enough specifics to know exactly when 
this will happen.  
 
According to this position, while we should teach the fact of the rapture of the church, we should not attempt 
to discover the timing of this event with respect to the Second Coming of Christ.  
 
For His own reasons, God has not provided that information to us. Consequently, it is fruitless to argue about 
the timing of the rapture because it is not possible for us to know when it will occur with respect to the final 
seven-year period before the Lord returns; the seventieth week of Daniel. 

 
Response: God Does Want Us To Know! 
 
We will not evaluate this last position in a separate question. Instead, we will merely make a few brief points. 
 
There Is Sufficient Information In Scripture 
 
First, we believe that the Lord has given us sufficient information to understand when the rapture of the church 
will take place. Indeed, as we examine the totality of Scripture, we will find this to be the case. 
 
Why Would The Lord Not Want Us To Know? 
 
In addition, we do not think the Lord would highlight such an important doctrine as the rapture and then not 
answer the question as to its timing. Why even mention it to the believers at all if we are not able to understand 
when it will occur according to His prophetic timetable?  
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The Testimony Of The Book Of Daniel 
 
Finally, the Bible says that the understanding of prophetic matters will be clearer as we get near the end. We 
read in Daniel: 
 

But you, Daniel, keep this prophecy a secret; seal up the book until the time of the end, when many will 
rush here and there, and knowledge will increase (Daniel 12:4 NLT). 

   
Daniel is told that these matters will be understood at the “time of the end.” The knowledge that will increase 
is knowledge about prophecies concerning the “last days.”  
 
Then, after hearing angelic figures discussing matters concerning the time of the end, Daniel said the following: 
 

I heard what he said, but I did not understand what he meant. So I asked, “How will all this finally end, my 
lord?” But he said, “Go now, Daniel, for what I have said is kept secret and sealed until the time of the 
end. (Daniel 12:8-9 NLT). 

 
Notice that Daniel is again told that some matters will only make sense “at the time of the end.” That is why 
he could not understand the meaning of what they were saying. We then read this statement: 
 

Many will be purified, cleansed, and refined by these trials. But the wicked will continue in their wickedness, 
and none of them will understand. Only those who are wise will know what it means (Daniel 12:10 NLT). 

 
We find that there will be people who understand what is taking place at the time of the end. While these verses 
refer specifically to the nation of Israel and its future, the principle is clear as we get closer to end of the age 
more and more things written in Scripture will become clearer. We believe this includes the doctrine of the 
rapture as well as its timing. 
 
Thus, we reject the idea that we cannot know when the rapture will take place in the prophetic timetable of the 
last days. 
 
Each View Is Held By Bible-Believers 
 
To sum up, each of these views is held by people who are Bible-believing Christians. Furthermore the advocates 
of these theories use Scripture to support their conclusions. This being the case we need to take a look at each 
theory and see which one best fits the facts.  
 
In doing so, we will attempt to state the very best case we can put together for each particular view. We will 
then raise the popular objections to the theory. This way we can present, in a fair way, what each position claims 
as well as the biblical objections which have been brought up against each particular theory. Therefore, everyone 
will have an understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of each view. 
 
Again, as we have noted, we will conclude that the Pre-Tribulation rapture position is the one we believe best 
fits with the totality of Scripture. However, even though we hold this view, we will do our very best to present 
the strongest arguments we can find for the other views.  
 
Summary To Question 6   
What Are The Various Views That Bible-Believers Hold Regarding The Timing Of The Rapture? 
 
The doctrine of the rapture or the translation of the church is taught in Scripture. The Bible says there will be 
a time when living believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Immediately before this occurs, the 
believing dead will be raised.  
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When this glorious event comes to pass then all believers, living and dead will be given an immortal 
incorruptible body. Thus, at some future time, believers, living and dead will be united with Jesus Christ in new 
bodies. While Bible-believers, with few exceptions, agree that such an event will take place, the time of the 
occurrence of the rapture is one of disagreement between Christians. We can sum up the various views as 
follows. Some Christians actually deny that such an event as the rapture will happen. These people basically 
have to spiritualize the teaching of Scripture on this subject. They reject any literal interpretation of the passages 
which are used to support this idea.   
 
Those who accept the biblical teaching of the rapture can be placed into one of five categories with respect to 
the timing of the event as well as who is to be taken in the rapture. 
 
The partial rapture theory is more about who is to be taken rather than the timing. Indeed, it believes that not 
all Christians will meet the Lord in the air at the same time. Only when a believer is worthy will he or she be 
taken to meet the Lord. Not everyone who has trusted Christ is guaranteed to be taken up to meet the Lord. 
The Christian must be living in a manner which is worthy of the Lord to participate in the rapture. 
 
Most Christians hold the view that when the rapture occurs everyone who has believed in Christ will be taken 
up to meet Him. Those who believe that all genuine Christians will be raptured do not all agree as to the timing 
of the event. There are four popular theories as to the timing. 
 
Many Christians hold to the idea that the rapture will occur before the Great Tribulation period; the final seven 
years before Christ returns. The final seven-year period is also known as the “seventieth week of Daniel.”  
 
The view, known as the pretribulation rapture, believes the church will be taken out of the world before any of 
the events of this period occur. Thus, according to this position, seven years before Christ returns to the earth, 
the church, the true believers in Jesus Christ, will be raptured or caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 
 
Others see the rapture occurring during the midpoint of the seventieth week of Daniel, or the Great Tribulation 
period. This is known as the mid-tribulation rapture view. Thus, the position says that the rapture will occur 
three and a half years before the Second Coming of Christ.  
 
A relatively new theory, the pre-wrath rapture, holds that sometime during the seventieth week of Daniel but 
before the wrath of God comes upon the people of the earth, the rapture will occur. This view holds that the 
rapture will take place about five- and one-half years into the seven-year period of tribulation. There is also the 
view that the church will experience the entire period of the Great Tribulation. The rapture will occur at the 
very end of the seventieth week of Daniel. This is known as the posttribulation rapture view. According to this 
perspective believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air as He returns to judge His enemies and set 
up His kingdom.  Also, there are some who believe the rapture of the church is taught in Scripture but the exact 
timing is not made clear to us. While at some future time the living believers will meet the Lord in the air and 
will be with Him forever, we cannot know for certain when this will happen because the Lord has not made 
this matter clear. Therefore, we should not spend time arguing about the timing of this event because God has 
decided not to reveal it to us. We reject this view for a few basic reasons. First, God has revealed the doctrine 
of the rapture in Scripture and has given us sufficient information with respect to its timing. 
 
Second, it would be odd that after revealing this momentous event that is to come the Lord would not give us 
any indication as to how it fits in with the “last days” scenario. We would expect Him to do this and we believe 
that He has.  Finally, in the last chapter of the Book of Daniel the prophet is specifically told that knowledge 
about prophetic matters will increase at the time of the end. We believe this includes an understanding of the 
timing of the rapture. In sum, there are good Christians who hold each of these views. The important thing is 
to determine exactly what the Bible says on this matter. This can only be done by giving a fair hearing to each 
viewpoint and looking at its strengths and weaknesses. 
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Question 7 
 

Should We Attempt To Attribute Motives As To Why  
Certain Positions On The Rapture Are Held? 

 
Before we examine the various positions which are held with respect to the rapture of the church there is 
another introductory matter which should be discussed. We often find people attributing motives to those who 
hold differing views with respect to the timing of the rapture. Should this be done? Should anyone attempt to 
discover why people hold to a particular position? Does their motivation really matter? 
 
Too often we find those holding the various views of the rapture being characterized as having some improper 
motivation. While motivations are often attributed to those holding opposing views, this is one thing we should 
not ever do! Thus, we need to make the following observations. 
 
1. The No Rapture View Is Not Held By People Who Doubt The Bible 
 
There are godly Bible-believing people who hold the “no-rapture” view. Nobody should question their integrity. 
They have convictions that this is what the Scripture teaches on the subject.  
 
Some hold this view because they believe prophetic passages should be spiritualized rather than being taken 
literally. This may be a valid point of disagreement among Bible-believers.  
 
Yet too often those holding this view are accused of either denying God’s Word, of minimizing Scripture, or 
of being closet unbelievers. This is unfair.  
 
2. The Partial Rapture Is Not Held Because People Think They Are More Spiritual  
 
In addition, there are many godly people, past and present, have held the “partial rapture” position. They have 
come to this conclusion through their own understanding of Scripture. If we assume they are incorrect in their 
beliefs, then we should not do so based upon any motives we think they may have. There should be no 
characterization of these Christians as considering themselves to be the “spiritually elite.”  
 
3. Pre-Tribulationism Is Not Held Because Christians Wish To Escape Coming Troubles 
 
One thing which should be clearly stated about the Pre-Tribulation view is that it is not held merely because 
believers want to escape trouble or have an easier life. Unfortunately, this accusation gets hurled too often at 
those who believe the Scripture teaches the Pre-Tribulation rapture. Such charges are unfair and untrue. The 
great majority of people who have looked at the issue of the timing of the rapture of the church, and have come 
to the conclusion that the church will escape the great tribulation, do so because of their conviction that the 
Scriptures teach this to be a fact.  
 
Consequently it is wrong as well as uncharitable to attribute other motives to such people.  
 
4. Mid-Tribulationism Is Not Held Because People Want To Compromise 
 
Mid-Tribulationism accepts some of the truths of Pre-Tribulationism and some of Post-Tribulationism. 
Likewise it rejects certain of the arguments each position puts forward. Consequently, some have accused those 
of holding Mid-Tribulationism as people who do not wish to take sides. Thus, they claim that the Mid-Trib 
supporters compromise their beliefs. 
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This is an unfair way to look at this view. Those who have embraced this position have done so because it is 
their understanding of what the Scripture says on the topic. While this position may be incorrect biblically, it 
should not be challenged based upon what somebody thinks motivates those who hold this view. 
 
5. The Pre-Wrath Position Is Not Held Because People Want To Believe Something New 
 
The Pre-Wrath position is new. Because it is the latest view put forward as to the timing of the rapture it is 
rightly challenged. However, we should not challenge the motives of those which hold this view. In other 
words, we should not assume these people are trying to come up with some “new doctrine” or “new belief.” 
 
The view may be new but this does not necessarily mean that it is wrong. If it is wrong, then the facts will make 
it clear. Thus, this option should not be rejected out of hand merely because of its newness. Indeed, it should 
only be rejected if it does not match up to Scripture. 
 
6. Post-Tribulationism Is Not Held Because Some People Want To Suffer 
 
It is unfair to claim that those who believe the church will go through the tribulation, the Post-Tribulation 
position, as having some sort of martyr complex. Those who embrace the Post-Tribulation view are certainly 
not looking forward to the terrible things which Scripture says will come upon those dwelling on the earth. 
They hold this position because they sincerely believe this is what the Bible teaches on the subject. Everyone 
should respect their belief. 
 
Scripture Must Be The Final Determiner Of The Truth 
 
This is a sampling of some of the unfair criticisms which each of these rapture positions receive. Again we 
emphasize that the correct view of this issue must be decided from the teachings of Scripture alone. What may 
or may not motivate individuals to hold a particular view should not enter into the discussion. 
 
With this in mind, let us now examine each of the major theories concerning the “rapture of the church.” 
 
Summary To Question 7  
Should We Attempt To Attribute Motives As To Why Certain Positions On The Rapture Are Held? 

 
There are some who wish to settle the question of the timing of the rapture of the church based upon what 
they think motivates those of other viewpoints. Instead of squarely facing the issues, the conclusions are 
founded upon what is seemingly wrong with the motivation of all others.  
 
This happens much too often in this debate and it is clearly wrong. In doing our study of the rapture of the 
church, we should not attempt to attribute motives as to why people hold positions other than ours. This has 
been done too often and it should immediately stop. We should note the following about each of the rapture 
views. 
 
The people who believe Scripture does not teach such an event as the rapture are often characterized as being 
those which deny God’s truth, and such, must not be believers. However, many of those which hold this 
particular position have a view of prophecy that sees it as needing to be interpreted spiritually rather than 
literally. We can certainly disagree with their conclusions.  
 
Yet, in doing so, we should not assume that all of these people belittle the Word of God. That is an unfair 
characterization. Any opposition to this view must be based upon the correct understanding of what Scripture 
teaches on this subject; not on what we think may motivate the person holding the view. 
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Partial rapturism believes that not every believer has the promise of being caught up to meet the Lord when 
He comes for His church. Those who hold this view sincerely believe this is what Scripture teaches on the 
subject. They should not be unfairly characterized as those who think they are spiritually superior to others. 
Their case is made from the Bible and the truth of their assertions must be evaluated in light of Scripture. 
 
Those who hold the pre-tribulation view are often characterized as people who want an easy life; those who do 
not want to suffer for the cause of Christ. Consequently, they embrace this view as a way of escaping the things 
predicted to come upon the earth. This is an unfair way of explaining why this view is held. The people who 
accept this view do so because they believe this is what the Scripture teaches on the subject. 
 
The mid-tribulation view is sometimes characterized by a certain willingness to compromise rather than face 
the choices offered by the pre-tribulation and post-tribulation views. Again, this is the wrong way to look at 
their position. We should not assume these people want to avoid conflict and thus take a compromising 
position. This is an unfair way of assessing their claims. 
 
The pre-wrath rapture is often looked down upon because it is the latest attempt to answer the question of the 
timing of the rapture. Those promoting the view are sometimes accused of presenting some “new truth” and, 
as such, should not be believed. Again, the accuracy of what they say should be decided on the merits of the 
argument and not upon what we think motivates people. 
 
The people who hold the post-tribulation view are not people who have some sort of martyr complex or who 
enjoy suffering. They do not want to suffer or go through the suffering the world will receive in the future. 
Neither is their view mainly the result of tearing down other views.  They sincerely believed this is what the 
Bible teaches on the subject. 
 
These stereotypes about all the rapture positions should be once-and for-all done away with. Good Bible-
believing people differ on this issue mainly because their study of the Scripture has led them to certain 
convictions.  
 
In sum, we should never attribute to them ungodly motives as to why they reached their conclusions. Their 
conclusion may be wrong, but let us demonstrate where they are incorrect through the teachings of Scripture. 
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Question 8 
 

Why Do Some Bible-Believers Contend There Is No Such Thing As A 
Rapture? (The No Rapture Theory) 

 
A great number of Bible-believers accept the doctrine of the rapture of the church; that the Lord will one day 
descend from heaven and “snatch away” all living believers in Jesus Christ to meet Him in the air. At that same 
time those believers who have died “in Christ” will be resurrected and will also meet the Lord with the living 
saints. 
 
However, not everybody who is a Bible-believer holds to this idea. Indeed, there are those who do not believe 
that the rapture of the church will ever occur. The “no rapture” view says that the rapture of the church, as is 
commonly believed and taught, is a myth. They claim that there will be no such event.  
 
Indeed, they do not think that the rapture of the church is a biblical doctrine when the Bible is rightly 
understood and interpreted. Those holding to this particular position declare that there is a scriptural basis for 
their belief. Therefore, they believe that they have the Bible on their side. They usually argue in the following 
way. 
 
1. The Word Rapture Is Not Found In The Bible 
 
Often the first point raised in the “no rapture” theory is the claim that the word “rapture” is not found in the 
Bible. Since we do not find the word in the New Testament, it is claimed that the doctrine of the rapture of the 
church is not a biblical idea.  
 
In addition, they also say that the passages which supposedly teach the rapture are misinterpreted. Once the 
Bible is properly understood it is contended that the idea of an event called the rapture will vanish.  
 
Therefore, believers in Jesus Christ should not expect to someday be removed from this world by means of a 
supernatural “catching up” to meet the Lord.  
 
2. The Lord Jesus Prayed To Keep Believers In The World 
 
Another reason the doctrine of the rapture of the church is denied is that it is against the specific prayer of the 
Lord Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. He prayed the following: 
 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one (John 
17:15 NIV). 

 
Jesus specifically asked God the Father that believers would not be taken out of the world but rather kept in it. 
Therefore, while the Lord Jesus is indeed coming again, He will not come back to take Christians away from 
the tribulation or suffering they have to experience. 
 
Furthermore, this prayer was not merely for those disciples who were alive during His earthly ministry. In fact, 
we find that it was also for those who would come afterward. Jesus later prayed: 
 

I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message 
(John 17:20 NLT). 

 
Therefore, if Jesus, God the Son, asked God the Father to keep believers in this world and not to take them 
out, then the believers in Christ will not be taken out. It’s that simple. 
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3. Believers Do Not Escape Suffering Or Tribulation 
 
There is also the argument from the “suffering church.” The rapture of the church removes believers from 
suffering and tribulation.  This, it is argued, is not what the Bible says happens to those who trust Christ.  
 
Indeed, from the beginning of the Scripture until the end, there are numerous passages which speak of true 
believers in the God of the Bible undergoing suffering. 
 
For instance, righteous Job suffered the loss of all things. He was not removed from his state of suffering. To 
the contrary, he learned many lessons through his ordeal.  
 
The patriarch Joseph was not immediately delivered from prison. In fact, he remained there for many years 
though he was innocent of any crime. This righteous man suffered. 
 
4. Believers Can Be Protected During Times Of Judgment 
 
There is something else which should be considered. While there are examples of godly people suffering 
unjustly, there are also examples of the Lord Himself protecting His people in the midst of trouble. The Bible 
gives the following illustrations. 
 
Israel Was Protected From The Plagues 
 
The nation of Israel was not removed from the plagues in Egypt but rather they were protected through them. 
For example, we read about the plague that was put upon the livestock: 
 

And the next day the LORD did it: All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one animal belonging 
to the Israelites died (Exodus 9:6 NIV). 

 
In the same way, believers during the great tribulation can be protected from the wrath of God which is aimed 
at the unbelievers. 
 
Daniel’s Friends Were Protected Within The Fiery Furnace 
 
Daniel’s three friends were protected in the fiery furnace prepared by King Nebuchadnezzar. Indeed, they were 
not removed from it.  We read about this in the Book of Daniel: 
 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the door of the flaming furnace and shouted: 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire. Then the high officers, officials, governors, 
and advisers crowded around them and saw that the fire had not touched them. Not a hair on their heads 
was singed, and their clothing was not scorched. They didn’t even smell of smoke! (Daniel 3:26-27 NLT). 

 
Likewise, the believers in Jesus Christ can receive God’s protection during the time of His wrath. 
 
Daniel Was Protected From Harm In The Lion’s Den 
 
Daniel the prophet was protected in the lion’s den when thrown in by King Darius. He was not removed from 
it. Nevertheless, God spared His life. Scripture describes what happened in this manner: 
 

Very early the next morning, the king got up and hurried out to the lions’ den. When he got there, he called 
out in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom you serve so faithfully, able to 
rescue you from the lions?” 
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Daniel answered, “Long live the king! My God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that they would 
not hurt me, for I have been found innocent in his sight. And I have not wronged you, Your Majesty” 
(Daniel 6:19-22 NLT). 

 
There is no reason why the Lord cannot do the same thing to those who live during the dark period of the 
great tribulation. Indeed, He is able to shelter Christians during this time. 
 
Thus, we have a number of examples in Scripture of people being protected during times of trouble. Instead 
of being removed from tribulations and suffering, the Lord supernaturally protected them in the midst of 
everything.  
 
Why Should It Be Different In The Future? 
 
So here is the issue. If this has been the case with believers from the very beginning, then why should we 
assume, it will be any different for the Christians who are living immediately before the return of Jesus Christ? 
Why should this last generation of Christians receive any special treatment? 
 
In addition, many who hold this view do not believe that there will even be a unique time of “great tribulation” 
which will strike the inhabitants of the earth. They contend that the term is symbolic of the sufferings which 
Christians have also had and will always have. 
 
These are among the reasons given as to why the doctrine of the rapture of the church is rejected by certain 
Bible-believers. 
 
What Do The Rapture Passages Mean? 
 
If one rejects the idea that the New Testament speaks of an event known as the rapture of the church, then 
these passages mean something other than what seems to be the obvious meaning. Those who reject the rapture 
often spiritualize the meaning of the passages. They find a fulfillment that is not literal. Just exactly what these 
passages do mean is not agreed upon by these interpreters.  
 
However, the one thing they do agree upon is that no such event as the rapture of the church will occur. 
 
This sums up the main arguments of those who hold the “no rapture” theory. 
 
Summary To Question 8  
Why Do Some Bible Believers Contend That There Is No Such  
Thing As A Rapture? (The No Rapture Theory) 
 
There are Christians who reject the idea of a future event where living believers are caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air, the rapture or translation of the church. Thus, Christians should not look forward to literally 
experiencing an event known as the rapture. When Paul wrote of this event, he did not expect his readers to 
understand it as something which would literally take place. Neither should we. 
 
There are three basic arguments which are usually advanced in support of this idea. They can be summed up 
as follows. 
 
First, it is claimed that the English word “rapture” is not found in the Bible. If the word isn’t a biblical word, 
why, it is asked, should we believe in such a doctrine? Thus, it is concluded that rapture is not a biblical word 
and the doctrine of the rapture is not a biblical doctrine. 
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Second, Jesus prayed specifically for believers to be kept in this world; not to be taken out. This prayer was not 
merely for His immediate disciples but also for those who came afterward. Jesus made this clear. Consequently, 
if Jesus prayed that believers would be kept in the world, then we should not accept the idea that one generation 
of Christians will be supernaturally taken out in a rapture of the church. 
 
Lastly, the Scripture gives many examples of godly people suffering for their faith. There is no reason to believe 
it will be any different for those who are living immediately before the Lord returns.  
 
Even if there is a time of Great Tribulation which strikes the earth the Lord can be selective in the way He 
judges the people as He did in protecting Israel when the plagues of Egypt struck. 
 
As far as what the rapture passages actually mean, there is no consensus of opinion among those who reject 
the idea of a literal catching up of the true believers in Christ. What they do agree upon is that the rapture or 
translation of the church will not occur in a literal manner. 
 
These are the main reasons certain Bible-believers reject the idea of the rapture of the church. Consequently, 
the believers in Jesus need to be prepared for suffering, tribulation, and, in some cases, martyrdom. This will 
continue until the time the Lord returns to the earth at His Second Coming and sets up His everlasting kingdom. 
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Question 9 
 

What Are The Biblical Problems  
With The “No Rapture” Theory? 

 
The theory that there is no such thing as a rapture of the church, the catching up of living believers to meet the 
Lord in the air, has gained some followers.  
 
Reasons given for this belief include the claim that the word rapture is not found in the Bible, that the doctrine 
is not taught in Scripture, and that Christians are not promised deliverance from trouble. This view is held by 
those who are Bible-believers. 
 
However, there are other Bible-believing Christians who reject this idea. There are a number of reasons as to 
why this is so. We can summarize them in the following way. 
 
1. The Word Rapture Is Found In The Bible 
 
To begin with, the word rapture is indeed found in the Bible; it is in the Latin Bible! The English word rapture 
is taken from the Latin word rapere which means “to catch away” or “to snatch away.”  
 
It is a translation of the Greek word harpadzo which basically has the same meaning. Therefore, it is wrong to 
say that the word rapture is not found in Scripture. It is. It is simply not found in the English Bible. 
 
Furthermore, the phrase “Second Coming” is not found in the English Bible either. Yet nobody wants to argue 
that the Bible does not teach the Second Coming of Jesus Christ! Moreover, neither do we find the phrases 
“the seventieth week of Daniel,” “pre-millennial,” or the “tribulation period” in Scripture.  
 
Again, while the exact wording or the specific phrases may not be found in Scripture this is not the real issue. 
The issue is this: does the Bible teach these truths? That’s the question which must be answered. 
 
2. The Doctrine Of The Rapture Is Taught In Scripture 
 
This brings us to the real issue which must be addressed. The doctrine of the rapture, or the catching up of 
believers in Christ, is clearly taught in the New Testament. Whether one wants to call this event: “the rapture” 
“the gathering of believers” the “great catching away” the “translation of believers” or something similar, the 
doctrine is certainly taught in the New Testament. Two passages explain this event in great detail. They are as 
follows. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
Paul wrote to the Thessalonian church about the catching up of the church to meet the Lord. He put it this 
way: 
 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest, who have no hope For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe 
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's word, we tell 
you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, 
we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
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the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18 NIV). 

 
Here we have a clear description of this coming event. Unless we assume these words need to be spiritualized 
or understood in an allegorical manner, we are forced to accept the idea that this is speaking of an actual future 
event. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:50-55 
 
In addition, we find another passage written to a different church where the same truth is taught. Paul also 
wrote to the Corinthians about this wonderful event. He stated in very clear terms that not all believers would 
die but rather some would be instantaneously changed: 
 

I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does 
the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: Death has been swallowed up in 
victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? (1 Corinthians 15:50-55 NIV). 

 
These passages speak for themselves. As we have already noted, there are at least fourteen things we learn about 
this doctrine from the teaching of Scripture. There is no doubt that Scripture speaks of a time when living 
believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. The main question that is in doubt concerns the timing 
of the rapture. In other words, the issue is not if it will happen, the issue is when it will take place. 
 
3. Jesus’ Prayer For His Disciples Does Not Answer This Question 
 
While it is true that Jesus prayed that His disciples, as well as those who followed them, would not be taken out 
of the world, this does not deal with the specific issue of the rapture. As a general rule, Christians do suffer 
because we live in a sinful world. This, however, does not mean that there may be an exception to this general 
principle. Therefore, this one statement of Jesus should be interpreted in light of everything which is taught on 
this subject. 
 
4. The Great Tribulation Is A Unique Period Of Time In History 
 
This brings us to our next point. Nobody denies that godly people have suffered from the beginning of time 
and that they continue to suffer. Many times they suffer unjustly. Furthermore, it is admitted that the Lord is 
able to protect His own in the midst of difficulties or in the midst of His own judgments. This is not in question.  
 
However, the issue is not whether Christians will have problems and tribulations, the issue is whether or not 
Christians will be upon the earth during an unprecedented time of trouble, the great tribulation. Indeed, Jesus 
said the following about this time: 
 

For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this 
time, no, nor ever shall be (Matthew 24:21 NKJV). 

 
Consequently, this period of time will be unique in the history of the world because God will pour out His 
divine wrath upon the inhabitants of the earth. As the Lord stated, it will be a period like no other which the 
world has ever experienced. Furthermore, we also read that God has NOT appointed His people to suffer His 
wrath:  
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For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, (1 
Thessalonians 5:9 NKJV). 

 
Since the great tribulation period is a time of His wrath the idea of the Lord removing believers before this time 
period is consistent with who He is and how He deals with believers. 
 
Therefore, all passages which speak of Christians suffering or going through times of trouble are irrelevant to 
this question. The issue is simple: will God allow His people to remain on the earth when He Himself sends 
the massive judgments the Scripture records?  
 
What does Scripture specifically say about Christians and this unique time period? This is the only question that 
matters. 
 
When all the evidence is considered, we must conclude that the rapture of the church is indeed a biblical 
doctrine. Many specific details are given to us about what will occur.   
 
Consequently, if there is such a coming event as the catching away of the living believers, we should attempt to 
discover from Scripture exactly when this is going to occur as well as how we should prepare for it. And the 
answer as to how we should prepare for it is simple; believe in Jesus Christ! 
 
Summary To Question 9  
What Are The Biblical Problems With The No Rapture Theory? 
 
The doctrine of the rapture, or translation, of the church while seemingly clearly taught in the New Testament 
is actually denied by some devout Christians. They contend the Bible does not teach that such an event will 
occur. 
 
Those who hold this view usually argue that since the word rapture is not found in the Bible the doctrine is not 
biblical. Furthermore, they cite Jesus’ prayer which He made on the night of His betrayal. He prayed that 
believers would be kept in the world not taken out from it. This means it is not God’s desire that His people 
be removed from the troubles in this world.  
 
Finally, they point out that from the beginning of time, godly men and women have suffered great persecution 
and martyrdom. Thus, there is no reason to assume that certain ones will be removed from a future time of 
trouble. 
 
These objections are without merit. First, the word rapture is found in the Bible; in the Latin translation of First 
Thessalonians 4:17. Thus, the term is found in Scripture. While the precise term “rapture” may not be found 
in English translations neither do we find the phrase “Second Coming” in Scripture.  
 
Nobody wants to deny that the Scriptures do not teach the return of Christ merely because this exact phrase is 
not found in the Bible. We could say the same thing about phrases such as “the Tribulation Period” “Pre-
millennial” and “The Seventieth Week of Daniel.” People do not reject the teachings about these subjects 
merely because the specific phrase is lacking in Scripture. The issue is not the phrase used; rather it is, “What 
does the Bible have to say about this subject?” 
 
There is something else that needs to be considered. There is much more to the doctrine of the rapture than 
the mere term appearing in Scripture. Indeed, the doctrine is clearly taught in the Bible.  
 
Two passages, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:50-58, give many specific details of this coming 
event. There is no reason whatsoever to understand these verses in anything but a literal, straightforward 
manner. Other passages also make reference to this coming event. 
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The fact that Jesus prayed that His followers would be kept in the world, and not taken out, does not solve the 
problem. Since the Great Tribulation is an unprecedented time of trouble, when the wrath of God comes upon 
the people of the earth, there is every reason to believe that the Lord would remove His people from this time 
period.  
 
Thus, the fact that the Lord generally allows His people to suffer trials and tribulations does not mean that He 
cannot remove them if He so desires. Indeed, this is the issue in question. We cannot, and should not, rule out 
the possibility of this occurring because Scripture does not rule it out. Therefore, these words of Jesus do not 
directly apply to this question.  
 
Furthermore, the nature of the Great Tribulation constitutes a solid reason as to why the New Testament 
believers would be removed. It is a time when God’s wrath is poured out on the people of the world. It is a 
time of judgment for unbelief and rejection of Him. Finally, Scripture specifically says that the Lord has not 
appointed His people to His wrath but rather to deliverance through Jesus Christ. 
 
Therefore, it is clear that the rapture of the church is a biblical doctrine. At some time in the future, known 
only to the Lord, Jesus will descend from heaven, resurrect the dead believers “in Christ” and instantly change 
the bodies of believers who are living which catching them up to meet Him in the air. This is our blessed hope. 
Such a hope should not be minimized or denied.  
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Question 10 
 

Why Do Some People Believe That Not All Christians 
Will Be Raptured? (The Partial Rapture Theory) 

 
Most Bible-believers, who believe in a future rapture, contend that all true Christians will be taken in the 
“catching up” of the church, to meet the Lord. This is true no matter if one believes in a Pre-Tribulation, Mid-
Tribulation, a Pre-Wrath or a Post-Tribulation rapture.  
 
However, there are exceptions to this. Indeed, there are Bible students who teach that only those believers who 
are faithful or spiritual will be raptured when Jesus snatches away His church unto Himself. In other words, 
going up to meet the Lord in the rapture is conditioned upon our obedience, our spirituality. This idea is known 
as the “partial rapture” theory. 
 
The Theory Explained 
 
Those who hold to the partial rapture are generally in agreement on a number of things. First, they believe the 
rapture will take place before the great tribulation period. In this sense they hold to a Pre-Tribulation rapture.  
 
However, when this event occurs, it will be only the worthy, or spiritual, believers who are taken up to meet 
the Lord. Those who are not worthy will be left behind to face the great tribulation period. All of those who 
accept the partial rapture theory agree on this. 
 
There Is No Agreement As To What Will Happen To The Ones Left Behind 
 
Yet, there is no agreement among the partial rapturists as to what will happen to those Christians who are not 
taken up to meet the Lord. Some think they will have to endure the sufferings of the great tribulation period in 
its entirety. It is taught that the great tribulation will purify these carnal Christians before they enter heaven. 
Therefore, it is like a purgatory.  
 
Others think that there will be a series of raptures. The first rapture occurs before the great tribulation period. 
Then there will be other times during the great tribulation when groups of believers are taken up to meet the 
Lord. In other words, the rapture is not merely a one-off event. 
 
Support for the partial rapture is usually stated as follows. 
 
1. Believers Must Be Spiritually Worthy To Meet The Lord 
 
Those who advocate a partial rapture reckon that the catching away of believers must either be by God’s grace 
or as a reward for our faithfulness. They think the Bible teaches that it will be based upon our works. In other 
words, being caught up in the rapture will be a reward for our faithful service to Christ.  
 
This being the case, it is asked, “Why should the Lord translate carnal or unspiritual believers into His 
presence?” Those living in a state of sin do not deserve to be taken up in the rapture. Consequently, they will 
be left behind. 
 
In support of this position, they note the numerous exhortations in the Bible where believers are to watch, to 
be faithful, to be ready for Christ’s coming, and to live Spirit-filled lives.  
 
Partial rapturists see these exhortations as teaching that the rapture of the church is a reward for faithfulness. 
In other words, it is earned by the way in which we behave. We must be obedient. 
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The Example Of Enoch 
 
Further evidence is found in the life of the patriarch Enoch. He was translated into heaven because he lived a 
godly life. Scripture says the following about what happened to him: 
 

Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him (Genesis 5:24 NIV). 
 
The obedience of Enoch is what allowed him to be “taken up” or raptured. In a similar manner, those Christians 
who are alive at the time of the rapture of the church will be caught up to meet the Lord if they are living an 
obedient life. Otherwise they will be left behind. 
 
2. There Is A Promise Of Rewards To The Overcomers 
 
This line of argumentation is supported by Scripture. In the Lord’s letters to the seven churches of Revelation 
we find a repetition of the phrase “to him that overcomes” or “to those who are victorious.” For example, the 
Lord said the following to the church at Pergamum: 
 

Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers I 
will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new 
name that no one knows except the one who receives it (Revelation 2:17 NRSV UE). 

 
This has been understood to mean that those who have become spiritually strong and mature enough will be 
spared the horrendous suffering of the great tribulation. Thus, Scripture itself divides believers into two groups 
“overcomers” and “non-overcomers” or the “victorious ones” and the “non-victorious ones.” 
 
3. The Parable Of The Ten Virgins Or Maidens Illustrates That  

Some Believers Will Be Left Behind 
 
The story of Jesus about the ten maidens, or virgins, is used as an illustration of certain believers being left 
behind: 
 

At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  . . . But while they were on their way to buy 
the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And 
the door was shut. Later the others also came, ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour 
(Matthew 25:1-2, 10-13 NIV). 

 
In this story, we are told of people who were not ready for the appearance of the groom, a reference to Jesus. 
In the same manner, there will be believers who are not ready for the coming of the Lord. Like those in Jesus’ 
story, these Christians will be left behind. 
 
4. There Are Many Warning Passages About The Lord’s Coming 
 
The Bible is also filled with passages which warn believers about the coming of the Lord. For example, Jesus 
said: 
 

Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and 
that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all those who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, 
and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man (Luke 21:34-36 NIV). 
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We are to be watchful and ready. Indeed Jesus emphasized that believers are to live godly lives in order to escape 
the coming events. 
 
In another place, we read of Jesus stressing the need for Christians to be alert: 
 

Happy are those slaves whose master finds them alert when he comes. Amen, I tell you, he will prepare 
himself and have them recline at table, and will come and serve them. And if he comes in the second or 
even the third watch and finds them so, they will be happy (Luke 12:37-38 TLV). 

 
Here Jesus contrasts the believers who are watching and are blessed with those who are not watching and will 
miss out on the blessings.  
 
In fact, some who hold to the partial rapture divide the church into two parts: the victorious church and the 
slumbering church. 
 
5. These Warnings Must Have Some Meaning 
 
It is argued that these warnings must mean something. To those who believe in a partial rapture, these warnings 
are given so that Christians will be prepared for the rapture; prepared so that they do not miss it. 
 
Some Believers Will Be Ashamed At Jesus’ Coming 
 
Furthermore, the Scripture says that there will be certain believers who will actually be ashamed at the time of 
Jesus’ coming. John wrote the following:  
 

And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed 
before him at his coming (1 John 2:28 NIV). 

 
To some, this indicates that immature or unspiritual believers will not be taken with the godly believers when 
the rapture of the church occurs. Instead they will be ashamed because they are left behind to experience the 
great tribulation. 
 
In addition, there seems to be a specific test for those who will be raptured. We read about it in Hebrews: 
 

So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear 
sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him (Hebrews 9:28 NIV). 

 
According to this passage, the rapture of the church will only include those who are eagerly awaiting His coming. 
Obviously, this does not refer to every Christian. 
 
6. Godly Bible Interpreters Have Held This View 
 
The belief that the rapture of the church is not a work or grace but something based upon our obedience has 
convinced some Bible teachers that not every Christian will be taken up when the rapture of the church occurs.  
 
In fact, a number of well-respected and godly interpreters have held and promoted this position. They insist 
that only those who are watching and waiting for the Lord’s return will meet Him at the rapture.  
 
Therefore, if a believer in Jesus Christ desires to be a participant in the rapture of the church he or she must 
remain obedient to the Lord. Otherwise they will be left behind. 
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Summary To Question 10 
Why Do Some People Believe That Not All Christians Will Be Raptured?  
(The Partial Rapture Theory) 
 
The partial rapture theory believes and teaches the rapture of the church will occur at some time in the future. 
It also says that it will happen before the seven-year seventieth week of Daniel, the last seven years before 
Christ returns. This is also known the Great Tribulation period. In this sense, the partial rapture theory is pre-
tribulational in their belief.  
 
Yet this theory argues that not everyone who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ will be raptured before the 
Great Tribulation occurs. Some believers will be left behind. There will be certain Christians who will not be 
ready when the Lord first comes for His church. The spiritual mature will be ready; the spiritual immature will 
not and hence will not be taken to meet the Lord in the air.  
 
There are differences of opinion as to what will happen to those believers who will be left behind. Some believe 
that they will have to endure the entire period of the Great Tribulation. Others think that these left-behind 
believers will be raptured in groups during these final seven years before Jesus returns. 
 
Those who believe in a partial rapture assert that the rapture will be based either upon God’s grace alone or by 
our own worthiness. They think there are a number of passages which teach that the rapture is a reward for the 
faithful service of believers. It is not guaranteed to everyone who believes in Jesus. They insist the Bible teaches 
that Christians must be worthy to meet the Lord. Those “unworthy” cannot be assured they will be taken up 
in the rapture. Enoch is an example of a believer who was taken up to meet the Lord because he was “worthy.” 
Living believers, like Enoch, must behave in a worthy manner to be included in the rapture. 
 
Numerous other Scriptures are cited for support. For example, the Book of Revelation divides believers into 
two categories; the overcomers and the non-overcomers. Those who overcome will be taken up to meet the 
Lord in the air while the non-overcomers will be left behind. 
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Question 11 
 

What Are The Biblical Problems  
With The Partial Rapture Theory? 

 
The partial rapture theory holds that the rapture of the church occurs before the great tribulation period. 
However, it also claims that not every believer in Jesus Christ will be taken to meet the Lord at that time. It is 
contended that only those which are spiritually mature will be gathered together with Him in the clouds. Those 
who are carnal Christians will be left behind. 
 
While there have been godly people who have held this theory there are many biblical objections to it. We can 
list them as follows. 
 
1. There Are No Verses Which Teach A Partial Rapture 
 
To begin with, there are no verses which teach the doctrine of a “partial rapture.” None whatsoever! In fact, 
just the opposite is true. Every passage which speaks of the rapture assumes that all believers, no matter their 
spiritual state, will be taken up.  
 
2. The Rapture Is Based Upon Grace, Not Works 
 
The rapture of the church is based upon God’s grace, not upon our own works. Paul said those who are “in 
Christ” will be raptured. This includes all believers. Indeed, by definition, one who believes in Jesus is “in 
Christ.” This is very important to understand.  
 
3. A Purgatory On Earth Is Created For Those Left Behind 
 
In addition, the partial rapture idea creates a type of purgatory for the spiritually immature believers. They 
would have to suffer through the greatest period of judgment the world has ever seen. While many would die, 
all would suffer. This type of suffering is contrary to the teaching of Scripture about the grace of God. Jesus 
Christ paid for all of our sins; we do not have to have them purged from us.  
 
4. Passages Used To Argue For A Partial Rapture Are Misapplied 
 
The passages which are used to establish a partial rapture are misapplied. In most cases they are not dealing 
with true believers but rather with people who only profess to believe.  
 
For example, the parable of the ten virgins does not teach that some Christians are left behind. To the contrary, 
those who tried to get into the wedding feast were told by the Lord “I never knew you.” This speaks of 
unbelievers, not believers. 
 
5. Should We Also Expect A Partial Resurrection? 
 
There is another point to consider. If the partial rapture position is correct, and if only the mature believers are 
taken to meet the Lord, then it logically follows that the same basis of selection would have to be applied to 
those Christians who have died. This would mean that only those who died in a state of spiritual maturity would 
be resurrected at that time. The others would remain in their graves. Exactly when these carnal Christians would 
be raised from the dead is not recorded in Scripture. 
 
However, Paul does not limit the resurrection to only those who died in a state of spiritual maturity. To the 
contrary, he says “all” will be raised. This means the spiritual as well as the less spiritual Christians. 
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6. Believers Are Not Divided Into Overcomers And Non-Overcomers For The Rapture 
 
The idea that believers are divided into two groups for purposes of the rapture, the overcomers and non-
overcomers, is not biblical. Indeed, of all the churches which Paul addressed there was none more spiritually 
immature than the Corinthians. In fact, he began his letter to them in the following way: 
 

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind 
and thought. My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are 
quarrels among you (1 Corinthians 1:10-11 NIV). 

 
The Corinthian church was made up of spiritually immature Christians. Yet when Paul wrote to this carnal 
group of believers, he told them that all of them would be changed: 
 

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51 TLV). 
 
Paul did not make a distinction between the spiritually mature Christians and the carnal Christians with respect 
to the rapture of the church. Instead the apostle stated that all will be taken. 
 
It must be noted that those which hold to the partial-rapture theory correctly stress the idea of godly living. 
Indeed, John tells us that the expectation of Christ’s return is a purifying hope:  
 

All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure (1 John 3:3 NIV). 
 
However, this does not mean we should make the participation in the rapture dependent upon our holy living. 
Scripture does not do this and neither should we. 
 
7. There Is No Time For The Judgment Seat Of Christ To Occur 
 
Paul wrote that all believers are to appear before the judgment seat of Christ: 
 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Messiah, so that each one may receive what is due for 
the things he did while in the body—whether good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10 TLV). 

 
Since all believers are supposed to appear before Jesus Christ to receive their rewards, if some were left behind 
at the rapture, or not raised from the dead, then it seems to follow that there must be another time of judgment 
for them. When would that judgment occur? The Bible gives no indication of such a judgment taking place. 
 
8. The Partial Rapture Theory May Lead To Spiritual Pride 
 
There is also the possibility that the partial rapture theory may lead to a certain spiritual arrogance, or pride, on 
behalf of those who embrace it. Those who hold this doctrine often assume that they are among the group 
which will be translated into heaven.  
 
Thus, they see themselves as in a different spiritual category when compared to other believers. This is not 
something which Scripture encourages believers to do. We are all sinners who are saved by God’s grace and we 
are still sinners who are kept by God’s grace. 
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9. How Does One Know When They Are Spiritually Mature? 
 
One crucial question for those who hold the partial rapture theory is this: how does one know they have reached 
the point of readiness to be included in the rapture? What does it take for a believer to be assured that he or 
she will be taken up to meet the Lord? What are the requirements?   
 
Obviously, this question cannot be given a specific answer because there is no answer. Nobody on this earth 
can determine exactly how to define a spiritually mature person. Therefore, it is meaningless to attempt to make 
the distinction. 
 
Conclusion: The Rapture Of The Church Is Not Partial  
 
Though many godly people, with seemingly the best of motives, have held to the partial rapture doctrine, we 
find there are a number of serious problems with it that make it difficult, if not impossible, to accept. When 
the Lord Jesus comes to rapture, or snatch away, His people to Himself, the church, His body, will be complete. 
Indeed, no parts of the body of Christ will be missing.  Therefore, at the time of the rapture no true believer in 
Jesus Christ will be left behind.  
 
Therefore, the question we still face is this: when will the rapture occur with respect to the seventieth week of 
Daniel? Will it be before, sometime during, or at the end of this future seven-year period? 
 
Summary To Question 11 
What Are The Biblical Problems With The Partial Rapture Theory? 
 
The partial rapture theory says that the rapture of the church will be pre-tribulational or before the Great 
Tribulation period; seven years before Jesus Christ returns to the earth. However, this theory says that not every 
Christian will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air at that time. It is only those Christians who are walking 
worthy, the ones who are spiritually mature, will be raptured.  
 
Though this view has been held by some very good Bible teachers, it has never gained much popularity. To 
begin with, there are no verses whatsoever which teach a partial rapture. None. The partial rapture view has to 
be read into the text. The evidence is just not there.  
 
Furthermore, not only do we find no passages teaching a partial rapture, we find the opposite to be the case! 
The plain teaching of the Bible concerning the rapture of the church is that “all” true believers will be taken up 
to meet the Lord when this event occurs. This is taught over and over again in Scripture. 
 
In addition, the partial rapture view is based upon the idea that participating in the rapture is because of our 
works rather than God’s grace. According to this position, participating in the rapture of the church is 
something a believer earns; it is not bestowed by Jesus Christ through His grace. It is seen as a reward. This is 
contrary to the totality of the teaching of Scripture on the subject of salvation; it is certainly not something we 
can earn. 
 
Furthermore, a partial rapture creates a type of earthly purgatory for those left behind. Believers in Christ are 
purged of their sins until they are made ready to meet the Lord. However, this is completely contradictory to 
the biblical teaching that salvation is by grace alone. We don’t save ourselves; we do not keep ourselves saved. 
 
The passages which are cited for a partial rapture are misapplied. For example, the five foolish maidens in Jesus’ 
parable are not believers. Jesus said to them, “I never knew you.” They were never His.  
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Passages which warn believers to be ready for the coming of the Lord are not given to warn believers that 
certain unspiritual Christians will be left behind. Rather they are given as encouragement for us to live godly 
lives in anticipation of His return.  
 
The Apostle Paul says all deceased believers are to be raised from the dead. However, if the partial rapture view 
is correct, then certain ones would not be raised at the time of the rapture; unless we assume every believer 
who has died in the past has died in a state of spiritual maturity.  
 
Undoubtedly nobody wants to insist upon that! While the Bible says that the church is one body the partial 
rapture view wrongly divides the body of Christ into diverse groups based upon their spiritual level. There is 
no biblical justification whatsoever for dividing the unity of body of Christ into various levels of spirituality.  
 
Furthermore, Paul said all believers are to appear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive rewards. When 
will this occur? If the partial rapture theory is correct, then the judgment seat would have to wait until after 
Christ returns to earth. This is difficult to reconcile with what the Bible teaches on the subject. There is also 
the pride factor to be considered. Those who assume they will be the spiritual ones caught up in the rapture 
could be overtaken with pride.  
 
One last question concerns how to determine who is worthy and who is not. How do any of us know? What 
are the criteria? Since the Bible does not give us any specific standard nobody could know, from one moment 
to the next, if they can be considered spiritually mature to the place where they would be taken up in the rapture 
of the church. While the partial rapture view has been accepted by some Bible-believing Christians, no major 
Christian group has ever embraced this position.  
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Question 12 
 

What Is The Mid-Tribulation Rapture View? 
 
While most Bible-believing Christians, who believe in a future rapture, embrace either a Post-Tribulation or 
Pre-Tribulation view with respect to its timing there is a minority which accepts neither. Instead they believe 
that the best understanding of this coming event is to place it at the mid-point of the final seven years before 
Jesus Christ returns. This is usually known as the Mid-Tribulation rapture view.  
 
It should be noted that those who hold this view usually do not use the term “Mid-Tribulation rapturists” to 
describe themselves. Rather many prefer to classify themselves as holding to Pretribulationism.  
 
The reason for this is that they believe Jesus Christ is coming before the “great tribulation” which they believe 
occurs during the last half of the seventieth week of Daniel. Thus, while Pre-Tribulationists believe the 
tribulation lasts seven years the Mid-Tribulationists think that it lasts only three- and one-half years. We can 
explain this view as follows. 
 
1. The Seventieth Week Of Daniel Is Still Future 
 
Those which hold this perspective of the timing of the rapture accept some of the arguments of Pre-
Tribulationism as well as some of the arguments for Post-Tribulationism. For one thing, they believe that the 
seventieth week of Daniel is future. We read the following words in Daniel: 
 

The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this time, he will 
put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he will set up a sacrilegious 
object that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out on him. (Daniel 
9:27 NLT). 

 
Thus, Mid-Tribulationism, like Pre-Tribulationism, and many Post-Tribulationists believes this seventieth week 
is still future.  
 
2. There Is A Three-And One-Half Year Interval Between The Rapture And The Second Coming 
 
Like the Pre-Tribulation position, those which hold the Mid-Tribulation theory believe there is an interval of 
time between the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. This is opposed to the Post-
Tribulation view which sees no interval. The difference between the Pre-Tribulation and the Mid-Tribulation 
view is the length of the interval.  Mid-Tribulationism has a three-and-one-half year interval while the Pre-Trib 
view has seven years. 
 
3. The Church Is Found In The Old Testament 
 
Contrary to the Pre-Tribulation view, those who hold the Mid-Tribulation position believe the church is found 
in the Old Testament. They see the first half of the seventieth week of Daniel as referring to the church.  
 
Furthermore, they believe God’s program with respect to Israel and the church are not kept entirely separate. 
Instead they overlap. The church will participate in the first half of Daniel’s seventieth week but will not be 
around when the most severe judgment occurs. This last half of the seven years is known as the time of “Jacob’s 
trouble” and deals with the nation Israel. 
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4. The Church Is Found In Jesus’ Olivet Discourse  
 
The Olivet Discourse records the teaching of Jesus regarding coming events. It is recorded in detail in Matthew 
24 and 25. These chapters are regarded by Mid-Tribulationists as directed to the New Testament church and 
not merely to a future time for Israel.  
 
The apostles are seen as representative of the church and therefore, the rapture of the church is included in 
these words of Jesus.  
 
As already stated, while God does have distinct programs for Israel and the church, there is some overlap in 
these programs. We find this overlap in the Olivet Discourse. 
 
5. The Great Tribulation Lasts Three-And One-Half Years 
 
This brings us to one of the differences between the Pre-Tribulation view and Mid-Tribulation view. Mid-
Tribulationism emphasizes that the New Testament church has been promised that they will experience 
persecution and tribulation.  
 
Thus, since all who live godly in Christ Jesus will experience such things, the sufferings of the church in the 
first half of the seventieth week of Daniel fits with the calling of the church.  
 
Consequently, the first three-and one-half years of the final seven-year period will find the church on the earth 
suffering persecution and in many cases, martyrdom. This, however, is the wrath of humans, not the wrath God. 
The divine wrath, the great tribulation, does not begin until the midpoint of the last seven-year period.  
 
Thus, the Mid-Tribulation view does not see the opening of the seals, as recorded in Revelation chapter six, 
and the various trumpet judgments which follow, as signs of God’s divine wrath. Indeed, they do not believe 
the wrath occurs until the last of the seven trumpets sounds. The church will be raptured before this divine wrath 
is unleashed. 
 
6. The Seventh Trumpet Or Last Trumpet Signals The Rapture 
 
According to the Mid-Tribulation view, the great tribulation begins with the seventh trumpet in the Book of 
Revelation. Scripture says: 
 

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices shouting in heaven:“ The world has 
now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever (Revelation 
11:15 NLT). 

 
The seventh trumpet is blown in the middle of the seventieth week of Daniel.  This begins the last half of the 
final seven-year period in which unprecedented judgments take place. The outpouring of the wrath of God is 
described in detail in Revelation 16-18. 
 
The seventh trumpet is also equated with the last trumpet which Paul speaks of in First Corinthians 15:52 and 
First Thessalonians 4:16. We read the following in First Corinthians: 
 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed (1 Corinthians 15:52 NKJV). 

 
This trumpet sounds the call to believers to meet Jesus Christ in the air, the rapture. 
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Therefore, the rapture of the church occurs during the midpoint of the final seven years. This is three-and one-
half years before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and before the wrath of God is poured out upon the 
inhabitants of the earth. 
 
7. The Snatching Up Of The Two Witnesses In Revelation 11 Symbolizes The Rapture 
 
Many who hold the Mid-Tribulation position also believe that the two witnesses described in the Book of 
Revelation represent the church. They are caught away, or raptured at this time: 
 

But after the three and a half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, 
and terror struck those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come 
up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on (Revelation 11:11-12 NIV). 

 
The three-and one-half days are thought to symbolize the first three-and one-half years of the seventieth week 
of Daniel.  The two witnesses are said to symbolize the believers in Jesus Christ. At that time they are taken up 
to meet the Lord, the rapture of the church. 
 
8. There Is No Imminent Coming Of Christ 
 
Since the rapture does not occur until three-and one-half years into the seventieth week of Daniel, or great 
tribulation period, there is no such thing as an imminent coming of Christ.  
 
In other words, a number of events must necessarily happen before the rapture of the church occurs. 
Consequently, believers cannot look for this event to take place at “any moment.” Indeed, there are several 
biblical predictions which must be fulfilled before Christ can come back for His bride, the church. 
 
This sums up the basic arguments which are put forth by those who see the rapture occurring three-and one-
half years. into the seventieth week of Daniel. As we have indicated, it is a minority position held by Bible-
believing Christians. 
 
Summary To Question 12   
What Is The Mid-Tribulation Rapture View? 
 
The mid-tribulation rapture position is similar to the pre-tribulation viewpoint in that it holds that believers will 
not have to experience the wrath of God. The church will be taken out of the world before God’s dreadful 
judgments come upon the earth.  
 
Like the pre-tribulation view, it is believed that there will be an interval between the time the Lord removes His 
church from the earth and when He comes again in judgment. The issue at hand is the amount of time. Those 
who hold the pre-tribulational position say seven years while those who hold the mid-tribulational position say 
three-and one-half years.  
 
Because they believe the Great Tribulation does not begin until the last three-and one-half years of Daniel’s 
seventieth week, those holding this view do not usually like to call themselves mid-tribulationists. They are pre-
tribulationists in the sense that they see the Great Tribulation as lasting only three-and one-half years. However, 
for convenience sake, we should label this view the mid-tribulation rapt three-and one-half ure position. 
 
The mid-tribulation view sees the seventieth week of Daniel, or the tribulation period, divided into two distinct 
three-and one-half year segments. The first three-and one-half years is the wrath of humanity against the church 
while the second three-and one-half years is the wrath of God against the human race.  
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According to Paul, the rapture of the church takes place at the “last trump.” This trumpet blast is identified 
with the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15 by those who hold the mid-tribulation rapture position. This 
occurs in the middle of Daniel’s seventieth week. 
 
Thus, those who hold this position deny the doctrine of imminency; that Jesus Christ could come back to the 
world at any time. There is at least a three-and one-half year period before Christ can return for the true believers 
in Him. 
 
This view says that the church is not a mystery which was unknown until the New Testament times. It sees the 
church as the main focus of the first half of the seventieth week of Daniel as recorded in Daniel 9. The last 
three-and one-half years, when the severe judgments occur, is the time of Jacob’s trouble. It is the time Israel 
is again in the spotlight with the New Testament church removed from the world by means of the rapture. 
While the Lord has a distinct program for the nation Israel as well as one for the New Testament church, these 
programs overlap according to the mid-tribulation rapture view. 
 
In addition, those who hold the mid-tribulation view believe that Jesus spoke of such things in His Olivet 
Discourse. They believe those words were directed to the church, not mainly to the people of Israel. 
 
All in all, those who hold the mid-tribulation position believe their understanding of the timing of the rapture 
solves the problems found in both the pre-tribulation view and post-tribulation view.  
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Question 13 
 

What Are Some Of The Biblical Problems With 
The Mid-Tribulation Rapture Position? 

 
The Mid-Tribulation rapture view is the theory that the rapture of the church occurs three-and one-half years 
before Jesus Christ comes again to the earth. Like the Pre-Tribulational rapture, this view says there is an interval 
of time between the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Christ.  
 
However, unlike the Pre-Tribulation position it says the great tribulation is only three-and one-half years in 
length. According to this theory, the rapture occurs immediately before this period of God’s wrath. Those who 
hold this position think it provides better answers to the rapture question than does the Pre-Tribulation or 
Post-Tribulation viewpoint.  
 
Objections To Mid-Trib From The Pre-Trib Perspective 
 
The following are the main objections against the Mid-Tribulation rapture perspective from those who hold 
the Pre-Tribulation view. 
 
1. The Church Is A Mystery In The Old Testament 
 
Contrary to the Mid-Tribulation position, the church is not found in the Old Testament. It is a mystery, or 
sacred secret, which was not revealed until the New Testament period: 
 

I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its 
fullness-the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s 
people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:25-27 NIV). 

 
Therefore, we should not look for the church in the Old Testament. 
 
2. The Entire Seventy Weeks Of Daniel Only Has To Do With Israel 
 
Furthermore, Daniel was told that the entire period of the “seventy sevens” was explicitly decreed for “his 
people,” the Jews:  
 

A period of seventy sets of seven has been decreed for your people and your holy city to finish their 
rebellion, to put an end to their sin, to atone for their guilt, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to confirm 
the prophetic vision, and to anoint the Most Holy Place (Daniel 9:24 NLT). 

 
The programs for the nation Israel and the church do not overlap as the Mid-Tribulation rapture position states. 
God does not begin the last seven-year period of His dealings with Israel until the New Testament church, 
made up of Jews and Gentiles, is removed from the world by means of the rapture.  
 
Indeed, we never find in Scripture where God is using both Israel and the New Testament church at the same 
time as His divine agents. 
 
3. The Olivet Discourse Is Directed At Israel 
 
The Pre-Tribulation position is that the Olivet Discourse is primarily aimed at the nation Israel. The questions 
by the disciples, and the answers given by Jesus, are in a Jewish context.   
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Indeed, the questions which were asked concern the destruction of Jerusalem, the Temple and the coming of 
the Lord. It is, therefore, a mistake to assume that Jesus’ answers are directed at the New Testament church.   
 
4. There Is No Reason To Believe The Great Tribulation Begins With The Seventh Trumpet 
 
One of the main objections is equating the beginning of the great tribulation with the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet in the Book of Revelation. Those which hold the Pre-Tribulation rapture perspective see no reason to 
think the rapture of the church, and the great tribulation, occur here. Instead, they see the entire seven-year 
period as a time of God’s wrath; not merely the last three-and one-half years. 
 
Furthermore, these trumpets in the Book of Revelation are trumpets of judgment while the trumpet associated 
with the rapture of the church is a trumpet of deliverance from the curse of this earth. The trumpets in Revelation 
announce God’s wrath is coming while the trumpet that sounds at the rapture calls the believers to come away 
and be with their Lord. These are not the same trumpet blasts! 
 
5. The Two Witnesses Are Not Symbolic Of The Church 
 
The two witnesses in the Book of Revelation should be viewed as two human beings living at the time of the 
end. Indeed, they are called prophets, their unique clothing is described for us, and we are told of the specific 
plagues they send to those upon the earth.  
 
Furthermore, it is stated that they are killed and that their dead bodies lie for three days in the streets of 
Jerusalem, a literal city. Then, after three days, these prophets are raised back to life. This is clearly describing 
two literal people who will be alive at that time. It is not symbolic of the New Testament church and the rapture. 
 
6. The Doctrine Of Imminency Is Taught In Scripture 
 
The Mid-Tribulation position denies that the coming of Christ could be at any moment. This agrees with the 
Post-Tribulation viewpoint but is opposed to the Pre-Tribulation view. Pretribulationism embraces the idea 
that the rapture of the church is imminent; it can come at any moment. While certain events may take place 
before the rapture of the church, there is nothing predicted in Scripture which must happen before the Lord 
comes for His bride.   
 
7. Mid-Tribulationism Leads To Date Setting 
 
The Mid-Tribulation view of the rapture actually allows for date-setting. Indeed, if the rapture comes exactly 
three-and one-half years after the beginning of the seventieth week of Daniel then there would be no 
anticipation of it coming at “any time.”  
 
The passages in Scripture about watching and waiting would be meaningless because there would be no need 
to either watch or wait. Everyone would know precisely when it would occur. Yet the Bible tells us that we do 
not know when this event will take place. In fact, Jesus said: 
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father 
(Matthew 24:36 NIV). 

 
Because nobody can know the Lord told us to “watch:”  
 

So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return (Matthew 25:13 NLT). 
 
It is clear from Scripture that the date of the rapture cannot be known. However, according to the Mid-Trib 
scenario the date can be known. 
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The Evidence For Mid-Tribulationism Is Lacking 
 
There is one final point that should be mentioned. Mid-Tribulationism has often been criticized because it does 
not offer much evidence for its position. It is alleged that those who hold the Mid-Tribulation position merely 
point out problems with the other main views, Pre-Tribulationism and Post-Tribulationism, without presenting 
much of a positive case for their perspective.  
 
It is as though Mid-Tribulationism should be accepted because there are difficulties with these other views. 
However, the fact that there are problematic issues with the other rapture positions should not cause a person 
to embrace the Mid-Tribulation view.  
 
More evidence needs to be offered for Mid-Tribulationism before it can gain the respect of those holding these 
other positions. 
 
These are some of the usual objections to the Mid-Tribulation view and they are powerful. We thus conclude 
that when all the evidence is in the Mid-Tribulation rapture view does not answer the question as to the timing 
of the rapture. We must look elsewhere. 
 
Summary To Question 13  
What Are Some Of The Biblical Problems With The Mid-Tribulation Rapture Position? 
 
The mid-tribulation rapture position believes that the church will be taken out of the world before God’s wrath 
hits the earth. This position differs from the pre-tribulation view in that it says the rapture will occur some 
three-and one-half years into this final seven-year period. It differs from the post-tribulation view which denies 
a lengthy interval between the rapture and the Second Coming.  
 
Those which hold the pre-tribulation and post-tribulation view have their problems with the mid-tribulation 
position. Those which hold the pre-tribulation rapture position differ from the mid-tribulation position in the 
following ways. 
 
To begin with, the seventy weeks of Daniel refer specifically to the future of the nation Israel, not the church! 
Daniel 9:24 makes this crystal clear. Therefore, the first half of the last seven-year period cannot be referring 
to God’s dealing with the church. They are not the subject of the seventy sevens.  
 
In addition, the wrath of God does with the seventh trumpet in the Book of Revelation. The pre-tribulation 
view is that the wrath begins at the opening of the seven seals as recorded in Revelation chapter six. Before this 
time of wrath even begins, the translation of believers, the rapture of the church, takes place. 
 
There is also the question of the any moment, or imminent, coming of Christ which is denied by the mid-
tribulation view. From the pre-tribulation perspective it is the teaching of the New Testament that the rapture 
could occur at any time. They do not think that a three-and one-half year period of time that has to come to 
pass before the Lord can come for His bride. It can happen at any moment. 
 
It is alleged that mid-tribulationism mostly points out problems with these other views but offers little positive 
evidence for its own position. The fact that there are difficulties with the other rapture positions should not 
cause one to embrace mid-tribulationism as a compromise. This view needs to present more evidence for its 
case. 
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Question 14 
 

What Is The Pre-Wrath Rapture View? 
 
A relatively recent view with respect to the timing of the catching up of the church into heaven is known as the 
“Pre-Wrath” rapture. The main idea behind this theory is that the church will be taken out of the world before 
the wrath of God strikes the earth. Hence, we have the name Pre-Wrath.  
 
This complex view of coming events differs from other rapture views in the following ways. 
 
The Rapture Takes Place Five-And One-Half Years Into The Seventieth Week Of Daniel 
 
According to the Pre-Wrath position, the rapture of the church occurs late in the seventieth week of Daniel; 
later than the Pre-Tribulational and Mid-Tribulational view. Believers will be persecuted during the greater part 
of the last seven-year period in which they will incur the wrath of the beast, the final Antichrist.  
 
However, they will be removed from the earth before the wrath of God strikes. God’s wrath will last about a 
year and a half then Jesus Christ will return to the earth. 
 
The Final Seven Years Is Divided Into Three Periods 
 
The Pre-Wrath rapture view divides the seventieth week of Daniel, the final seven years before Christ returns, 
into three periods. Simply stated, they are as follows.  
 
Period One:  The Beginning Of Sorrows: The First Three-And One-Half Years 
 
The first period is three-and one-half years in length and is known as “the beginning of birth pains” or the 
“beginning of sorrows.” The church is on the earth during this period. Jesus spoke about this time period in 
His Olivet Discourse: 
 

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the 
Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not 
alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of 
birth pains” (Matthew 24:4-8 NIV). 

 
Also during this period the first four seals of the Book of Revelation are opened (Revelation 6:1-8). The 
“beginning of sorrows” covers the first half of the seventieth week of Daniel. 
 
Period Two:  The Great Tribulation 
 
In the middle of the seventieth week of Daniel the next period begins. This is the “great tribulation.” Jesus 
spoke of this coming period: 
 

For then there will be great trouble, such as has not happened since the beginning of the world until now, 
nor ever will (Matthew 24:21 TLV). 

 
This period is also covered with the breaking of the fifth seal of the Book of Revelation. John wrote: 
 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the 
word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign 
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Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” Then each of them 
was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow 
servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed just as they had been (Revelation 6:9-11 NIV) 

 
The great tribulation begins in the middle of Daniel’s seventieth week and ends about half-way through this 
last three-and one-half year period. In other words, the great tribulation lasts for twenty-one months, or one 
and three-fourths years.  
 
During this time the church still remains upon the earth. It is important to understand that those who hold the 
Pre-Wrath view do not view the entire seventieth week of Daniel as a time of God’s wrath. They believe it is 
wrong to designate this entire period as such.  
 
When the sixth seal of Revelation is broken it is a warning to the inhabitants of the earth that the third division 
of Daniel’s seventieth week is about to begin. This is also known as the “Day of the Lord.” 
 
The rapture of the church will take place after the breaking of this sixth seal but before the seventh seal is 
broken. Right before this last period begins, the sounding of the seventh trumpet occurs. At that moment the 
church is removed from the earth by means of the rapture.  
 
Therefore, the believers in Christ are removed before the wrath of God, associated with the Day of the Lord, 
takes place. As stated, this is about halfway through the last three-and one-half years before the Second Coming 
of Christ. The blessed hope of the church, therefore, is the removal of believers before the wrath of God is 
poured out on the unbelieving world. 
 
Period Three:  The Day Of The Lord 
 
The third period of the seventieth week of Daniel, the final twenty-one months, is the Day of the Lord. This is 
the time when God’s wrath is poured out upon the unbelieving world. This time period would constitute about 
one fourth of the seventieth week of Daniel.  
 
Thus, the Pre-Wrath view makes the distinction between the beginning of sorrows, the great tribulation and 
the wrath of God. Consequently, the church can go through the great tribulation without experiencing the 
wrath of God. The wrath only comes during the last half of the final three-and one-half years: the Day of the 
Lord. 
 
To sum up, this view sees the rapture of the church as Post-Tribulational, it comes after the great tribulation, 
but Pre-Wrath, Jesus Christ returns for the believers before the wrath of God strikes the earth. 
 
Persecution Of Christians During The Great Tribulation  
Is The Wrath Of Satan Not The Wrath Of God 
 
One of the key elements of the Pre-Wrath position is the distinction between the wrath of Satan and the wrath 
of God. God’s wrath is not poured out on the world until the seventh of the seven seals is broken.  The 
persecution by the final Antichrist will be the wrath of Satan, not the wrath of God. We read of this in the 
Book of Revelation:  
 

Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the earth and the sea, for the devil has 
come down to you with great rage, knowing that his time is short (Revelation 12:12 TLV). 

 
The wrath of Satan against the Christians ends when the sign of the sun, moon, and stars appears in the heavens. 
Jesus said: 
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Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken (Matthew 24:29 NKJV). 

 
At that time, the distress or tribulation of those days, the believers in Christ will be raptured. Once this event 
takes place, then the wrath of God will begin against those who are left behind. This wrath will end with the 
battle of Armageddon.  
 
To sum up, the rapture will take place twenty-one months into the second half of the seventieth week of Daniel. 
After the rapture of the church occurs there will be twenty-one months of the wrath of God being poured out 
upon the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
There Is No Imminent Coming Of Jesus Christ For Believers 
 
Like all of the views of the rapture, except the Pre-Tribulation position, the doctrine of the imminent, or an 
“any moment,” rapture is denied by those holding the Pre-Wrath theory. Indeed, according to this position, 
there are a number of events which must come to pass before the church can be caught up into heaven.  
 
In particular, there will be the persecution of God’s people by the final Antichrist. This persecution will last a 
number of years. Thus, it is wrong for Christians to be looking for the rapture at any moment because there 
are certain things which must be fulfilled before the rapture of the church can take place. 
 
It is also stressed that the rapture could not have been imminent throughout church history because the 
seventieth week of Daniel begins when the final Antichrist makes a covenant with the nation of Israel.  
 
Since Israel did not exist as a constituted state with recognized borders until 1948, the rapture could not have 
taken place until Israel was back in the land and reacquired statehood.  Therefore, the rapture could not have 
been imminent during the long history of the church. 
 
The Rapture Occurs The Same Day That Wrath Strikes 
 
Those who hold to the Pre-Wrath view understand the rapture of the church occurring on the same day as the 
wrath of God begins to strike the earth. Noah’s flood is used as an illustration of what will happen. The Bible 
says that Noah entered the ark the same day in which the flood began the judgment of God. We read in Genesis: 
 

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month--on that day all the 
springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the 
earth forty days and forty nights. On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together 
with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark (Genesis 7:11-13 NIV). 

 
In the same manner, the wrath of God cannot occur until the day the believers are removed from the earth. 
With the sounding of the seventh trumpet in the Book of Revelation the rapture takes place and then the wrath 
of God immediately begins. 
 
This View Is Held By Godly People 
 
Like the other views with respect to the timing of the rapture, the Pre-Wrath view is held by serious Bible-
believing Christians.  
 
Consequently it should be examined to see if it can best explain the timing of the catching up of the church. 
While it is the newest of the theories its newness should not eliminate it from being considered.  
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Summary To Question 14    
What Is The Pre-Wrath Rapture View? 
 
The pre-wrath rapture theory is a relatively recent understanding of the timing of the rapture of the church. 
This complex theory believes the translation, or catching up, of the church, occurs about three fourths of the 
way through the last seven-year period, or the seventieth week of Daniel. This is before the wrath of God 
strikes the earth.  
 
The previous five-and one-half years of this seven-year period are not seen as the wrath of God but rather the 
wrath of man. It is only when the wrath of God is about to hit the earth that the church is removed. The 
removal of the church is at the time of the sounding of the seventh trumpet in the Book of Revelation. The 
church is removed and the wrath then begins. 
 
The pre-wrath view divides the last seven years into three periods. The first is the “Beginning of Sorrows” 
which lasts three-and one-half years. The second period is the Great Tribulation which lasts twenty-one months 
or one and three-fourths years. The final period, the Day of the Lord, also lasts twenty-one months. It is during 
this time that the wrath of God is poured out on the world. 
 
Since the pre-wrath view says the wrath of God does not begin until late into the seventieth week of Daniel, it 
holds that the rapture need not occur before that time. The terrible problems that happen on the earth earlier 
in the last seven-year period can be attributed to the wrath of the Satan working through his man, the Antichrist. 
This is an important distinction.  
 
While the people of the earth suffer tremendously during those first five- and one-half years this suffering 
should not be ascribed to God. His wrath does not begin until the end of the seven-year period. 
 
Accordingly, like every view except the pre-tribulation position, the pre-wrath view hold that the New 
Testament does not teach that Christ can come at any moment for the church. In other words, there is no 
imminent coming of Christ taught. The believers will have to experience severe persecution before Christ comes 
back for the church. When He does return it will be to rescue them from the coming wrath. As is true with 
these other views of the timing of the rapture of the church, there are godly people which embrace this 
perspective. This being the case, we need to see how this view matches up with the Scripture. 
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Question 15 
 

What Are Some Of The Biblical Problems 
With The Pre-Wrath Rapture View? 

 
The Pre-Wrath rapture view is the newest of the theories with respect to the timing of the rapture of the church. 
As can be imagined, there have been objections to this new point of view.  
 
We can look at the areas of agreement between the various theories as well as the specific objections which 
each of the other positions would make to the Pre-Wrath claims.   
 
A Comparison Between Pre-Wrath And The Mid-Tribulation Rapture View 
 
Those who hold the Mid-Tribulation position would agree with the Pre-Wrath view that there is an interval of 
time between the rapture of the church and the end of the seventieth week of Daniel.   
 
However, the Mid-Tribulation position would differ with the Pre-Wrath view on the timing of the rapture. Pre-
Wrath puts this great event about twenty-one months later into the seventieth week of Daniel.  
 
A Comparison Between Pre-Wrath And The Post-Tribulation View  
 
The Post-Tribulational point of view would also accept many of the Pre-Wrath arguments. Indeed, some of 
critics of the Pre-Wrath rapture position see this theory as another twist on the Post-Tribulation theory since 
there is not much difference between them. 
 
Pre-Wrath and Post-Tribulationism would deny that the coming of Jesus Christ could be at “any moment.” 
However, the Post-Tribulation supporters would disagree with the Pre-Wrath position that an interval of time 
is needed between the rapture and the end of the seventieth week of Daniel. The Post-Tribulational position 
has the rapture at the very end of the seven-year period rather than twenty-one months before the end. 
 
Consequently, there are some differences between these two views. 
 
Agreements Between Pre-Tribulationism And Pre-Wrath 
 
There are certain areas in which the Pre-Tribulation theory agrees with those who hold to the Pre-Wrath 
rapture. For one thing, each of these rapture theories believes the rapture will occur before the wrath of God is 
poured out upon the earth.  
 
Furthermore, each theory also believes that the “Day of the Lord” is a time when God’s wrath comes upon the 
unbelieving people of the earth, the non-Christians. The differences occur when we attempt to determine 
exactly when the wrath of God is poured out.  
 
Most Rapture Positions Believe That The Rapture Is Pre-Wrath 
 
There is a point that should be made regarding the various views of the rapture of the church and the wrath of 
God. Almost everyone who deals with the rapture question believes that the rapture of the church will come 
before the wrath of God.  
 
Indeed, this is the view of Pre-Tribulationism, Mid-Tribulationism, and even some of those who hold the Post-
Tribulation position. 
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Therefore, almost any view of the rapture of the church could rightly be called “Pre-Wrath” since it is agreed 
that believers in Jesus Christ are delivered from the coming wrath of God. In this sense, the Pre-Wrath view is 
certainly not unique.  
 
Thus, the idea that rapture occurs “Pre-Wrath” is not some new discovery. What is unique about the Pre-Wrath 
view is the timing of the rapture.  
 
In sum, the Pre-Wrath position has some arguments which each of the other views would embrace as well as 
having arguments which each of the other views would not accept. 
 
Objections To The Pre-Wrath View From Pre-Tribulationism 
 
Those who hold to a Pre-Tribulation rapture position, such as the author, have a number of points where we 
disagree with the Pre-Wrath view. The main objections can be summed up as follows. 
 
Objection 1:     Pre-Tribulationism Says The Beginning Of The Wrath  

Of God Occurs With The Breaking Of The First Seal 
 

Both the Pre-Tribulation rapture theory and the Pre-Wrath position believe that this final seven-year period, 
the seventieth week of Daniel, begins with the breaking of the first seal as is recorded in Revelation chapter six. 
They also agree that the breaking of this first seal brings calamity to the earth. 
 
The difference between these views concerns the one responsible for this terrible calamity. The Pre-Wrath view 
believes it is Satan, through the final Antichrist, which is responsible for the beginning of these great judgments. 
According to the Pre-Wrath view, the wrath of God does not begin to strike the earth until the seventh of the 
seven seals is broken. This does not occur until about five-and one-half years into the final seven-year period.  
 
On the other hand, the Pre-Tribulation view believes it is God who institutes His wrath at the time of the 
breaking of the first seal. All of these recorded events which follow are a direct result of God’s wrath being 
poured out upon the earth.  
 
In fact, Scripture makes it clear that God’s judgment is carried out with the breaking of the very first seal. 
Indeed, it is Jesus Christ Himself that breaks these seals. The riders on the four horses accomplish His judgment 
upon the earth.   
 
Furthermore, this judgment is initiated by the four living creatures which descend from God’s presence. These 
four living creatures are described as follows: 
 

Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They 
were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, 
rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven 
spirits of God. Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the 
center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back 
(Revelation 4:4-6 NIV). 

 
These four living creatures command each of the four horsemen to “come.” Scripture says: 
 

Then I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say 
with a voice like thunder, "Come!" I looked, and behold, there was a white horse. The one riding on it had 
a bow, and a crown was given to him. He went out as a conqueror so he might conquer (Revelation 6:1-2 
TLV). 
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Thus, the judgments of the four horsemen of the apocalypse are initiated by the Lamb, Jesus Christ, through 
the four living creatures which are in His presence. The fact that the Lord is using human agents to accomplish 
His purposes does not mean this is the wrath of humans which is taking place. 
 
There Are Examples Of God Using Humans To Carry Out His Work Of Judgment 
 
The entire seventieth week of Daniel is a time when God’s judgment is poured out upon the earth. In some of 
the judgments God uses humans to accomplish His purposes. This is not something unique to this time period. 
In fact, there are many examples of this type of judgment in Scripture. 
 
Indeed, on the Day of Pentecost, Simon Peter told the crowd which had gathered about who was responsible 
for the death of Jesus Christ. We read him saying the following: 
 

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 
wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross (Acts 2:23 NIV).  

 
While Jesus Christ did indeed die at the hands of evil people, ultimately His death was in the pre-determined 
plan of God. Thus, God worked out this plan through unbelievers. 
 
The Apostle Paul spoke of a thorn in the flesh which distracted him from the ministry. He called it a “messenger 
of Satan:”  
 

Even in the extraordinary quality of the revelations. So that I would not exalt myself, a thorn in the flesh 
was given to me—a a messenger of satan to torment me, so I would not exalt myself (2 Corinthians 12:7 
TLV). 

 
While the thorn in the flesh was a messenger of Satan, Paul said that ultimately it was given to him by God to 
serve a higher purpose. Therefore, God can indeed work His purposes through evil agents. 
 
Thus, the seal judgments of the first part of the seventieth week of Daniel should be seen as the wrath of God 
taking place. While the judgments become more intense as the seven-year period progresses, they are all, 
nevertheless, judgments of God which are instituted by the Lord and by Him alone. Consequently, this period 
begins with great tribulation and then goes on to greater tribulation.  
 
The Day Of The Lord Has Arrived By The Sixth Seal 
 
There is something else. Contrary to the Pre-Wrath view, the sixth seal cannot be anticipating the coming “Day 
of the Lord;” that great time of wrath which is about to happen. Scripture says: 
 

And they said to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the sight of Him who sits on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of Their wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?” (Revelation 6:16-17 NASB 2020). 

 
This is not anticipating God’s wrath; it is experiencing it! Otherwise, it would have the people on earth 
announcing the soon-coming of something that the Bible says will take them entirely by surprise! Paul wrote 
about that time period: 
 

For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night (1 Thessalonians 5:2 
NIV) 

 
This day will come as a complete surprise since a thief, by definition, is not anticipated. Consequently the 
unbelievers would not be able to predict when this time of judgment would begin.  
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Peter wrote the same thing about the day of the Lord: 
 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the 
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be discovered (2 Peter 3:10 
NASB). 

 
Thus, the sixth seal has the earth-dwellers recognizing what has already taken place. Hence, the “Day of the 
Lord” has already arrived by the time the sixth seal is opened. However, the worst is still yet to come. 
 
Objection 2: The Bible Does Not Make A Complete Distinction Between The Great Tribulation  

And The Day Of The Lord 
 
For the Pre-Wrath rapture view to be correct there must be no overlapping between the great tribulation and 
the Day of the Lord. Yet the Bible does not allow for this. In fact, Jesus spoke of the great tribulation as a time 
of unparalleled trouble which will strike the earth: 
 

For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until 
now, nor ever will again (Matthew 24:21 NASB 2020). 

 
In writing about the future “Day of the Lord” the prophet Joel called it a time of unparalleled trouble: 
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day 
of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand--a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. 
Like dawn spreading across the mountains a large and mighty army comes, such as never was in ancient 
times nor ever will be in ages to come (Joel 2:1-2 NIV). 

 
Daniel wrote about this future time of unparalleled distress. He explained it this manner: 
 

Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And 
there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that 
time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued (Daniel 12:1 NASB 202). 

 
The great tribulation is a time of unparalleled trouble as is the future “Day of the Lord.” There cannot be two 
future times of unparalleled trouble which will come upon the earth. Therefore, we cannot completely separate 
the great tribulation from the Day of the Lord as is done with the Pre-Wrath view.  
 
This brings up another problem. If the great tribulation is merely a time of human wrath, then how can it be 
called an unparalleled time of trouble? Certainly God’s wrath is far more severe than any human wrath. Hence 
the distinction between the great tribulation and the Day of the Lord cannot be maintained.  
 
Objection 3:  Pre-Wrath Denies The Biblical Doctrine Of Imminency 
 
Those who believe the rapture occurs before the seventieth week of Daniel, the Pre-Tribulation view, argue 
that the early church had the belief that Jesus Christ could come at any moment. Indeed, Paul wrote of himself 
as a possible participant in the rapture: 
 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 NIV). 
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This passage shows that the imminent coming of Christ was expected by the first generation of Christians. If 
this is the case, then the Pre-Wrath view is not correct. 
 
Earlier in that same letter Paul pictured the church waiting for Jesus to rescue the believers from the time of 
wrath: 
 

And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues us from 
the wrath to come.(1 Thessalonians 1:10 NASB 2020) 

 
Again, there seems to be an expectation that Christ may come at any moment. Jesus will rescue believers “away 
from” the coming wrath. Paul included himself in this group who would be rescued.  
 

Of course, one could argue that the Lord would rescue people by means of protecting them when the 
wrath took place. However, other passages in this same letter point to the deliverance of the Lord as Him 
taking His church out of the world rather than protecting them in it (for example see 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18 NIV). 

 
If Paul had taught these believers that the great tribulation, or even some part of it, must take place first, then 
it is difficult to see how these Christians could be described as expectantly awaiting Christ's return. Indeed, they 
would have been described as preparing themselves for the great tribulation and the horrific events connected 
with it. That would be their immediate expectation. 
 
However, the Pre-Wrath rapture view would have the believers waiting almost five-and one-half years before the 
Lord comes back for the Christians.  Yet, we read in the Book of James how the coming of the Lord is “at 
hand.” He wrote: 
 

Brothers and sisters, be patient until the Lord comes again. A farmer patiently waits for his valuable crop 
to grow from the earth and for it to receive the autumn and spring rains. You, too, must be patient. Do 
not give up hope, because the Lord is coming soon. Brothers and sisters, do not complain against each 
other or you will be judged guilty. And the Judge is ready to come! (James 5:7-9 NCV). 

 
These passages seem to indicate the possibility of an immediate return of the Lord rather than some sort of delay 
which would last for years.  
 
While things such as Israel’s existence as a national entity may seem like a difficulty for the view of imminency 
of the coming of Christ, it is not. The doctrine of imminency says that the rapture is the next scheduled event 
on the prophetic calendar. Though other events may intervene there are no other events which must intervene  
 
Objection 4:  The Blessed Hope Is Misplaced In Pre-Wrath 
 
According to the Pre-Wrath view the “blessed hope” is the deliverance by God from the time of wrath which 
is coming upon the world. However, the Scripture says that the blessed hope for the believer is looking for the 
coming of Jesus Christ.  
 
It is for the purpose of being with Him in His wonderful presence. It is not merely the hope of escaping 
temporary suffering here upon the earth; no matter how difficult the suffering may be. Pre-Wrath misplaces 
that hope. 
 
Conclusion: The Pre-Wrath View Has Too Many Problems 
 
While many sincere people hold the Pre-wrath view, we do not believe that it is the best way to understand the 
timing of the rapture. Indeed, this complex theory does not adequately explain all of the biblical evidence.   
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Summary To Question 15    
What Are Some Of The Biblical Problems To The Pre-Wrath Rapture View? 

 
The pre-wrath rapture view is the newest of theories with respect to the timing of the catching up of the church. 
It sees the rapture occurring about five-and one-half years into the final seven-year period or the seventieth 
week of Daniel.  This view sees the final seven-year period divided into three parts. The first part, “the 
Beginning of Sorrows” lasts three-and one-half years.  
 
Next is the Great Tribulation period which lasts twenty-one months. Then, the final period takes place which 
also lasts twenty-one months, the Day of the Lord. It is during the Day of the Lord that the wrath of God is 
poured out upon the world. Immediately before the Day of the Lord the seventh trumpet of the Book of 
Revelation sounds which signals the rapture of the church. The church, therefore, escapes the wrath of God 
by means of the rapture.  
 
There have been a number of objections against this new theory. Those who hold the pre-tribulation rapture 
position have the following areas of disagreement with the pre-wrath position. According to the pre-tribulation 
view, the coming of Christ is imminent. The early church was looking for an “any moment,” rapture; they 
weren’t expecting five-and one-half years of trouble before the rapture took place.  
 
Thus, there is a basic disagreement as to whether or not believers should be looking for the coming of the Lord 
now or looking for the antichrist and the various horrific events contained in the Book of Revelation. This 
includes intense persecution of believers. 
 
Furthermore, the pre-tribulation view believes that the wrath of God begins with the opening of the first of the 
seven seals as recorded in Revelation chapter six. The pre-wrath view sees the first six seals as the wrath of 
Satan which is directed through the Antichrist. God’s wrath does not begin until later. This is a major area of 
disagreement.  
 
The pre-tribulation view sees the entire seven-year period as one where God’s wrath strikes the earth.  While 
the first part of the tribulation may be less intense than the second half, it is still the wrath of God which is 
striking the earth during the entire period. Indeed, it is Jesus Christ who breaks each of the seven seals on the 
scroll and His agents, the four living creatures, initiate this judgment.  
 
Thus, it is wrong to call this judgment “the wrath of man” rather than the wrath of God. The mid-tribulation 
position would agree with many of the arguments of the pre-wrath advocates. They, however, would see the 
wrath beginning a few years earlier. This is why they see the rapture occurring three-and one-half years into the 
period rather than five and one half years. 
 
This briefly sums up the basic biblical objections to the pre-wrath rapture position. 
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Question 16 
 

What Is The Post-Tribulation Rapture View? 
 
One of the most popular views with respect to the timing of the rapture of the church is known as Post-
Tribulationism. Simply stated, this position holds that the church will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air 
as He returns to the earth after the great tribulation period.   
 
This being the case, the church, which consists of both Jews and Gentiles, must undergo the time of trouble 
which the rest of the people on earth experience.  
 
During this period the church will suffer great persecution but will be more or less exempt from the wrath of 
God which strikes the inhabitants of the earth.   
 
According to the Post-Tribulation view, the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Christ are seen 
as two parts of a single complex event. The rapture occurs as the Lord is descending from heaven. Jesus meets 
the living saints in the air and together they come to the earth.  
 
Thus, the Post-Tribulation view is different from the Pre-Tribulation, Mid-Tribulation, and Pre-Wrath view 
with respect to the timing of the rapture in that there is no interval between the catching up of the church and 
the Second Coming. In fact, they are seen as one event. 
 
Those who hold to the Post-Tribulation rapture position do not all share the same view as to what occurs after 
the Second Coming of Christ. Some believe there will be a literal thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ upon the 
earth. They are known as pre-millennialists because they believe the return of Christ will occur before a literal 
Millennium.  
 
There are other Post-Tribulationists who do not believe that when Christ returns there will be a literal thousand-
year time of peace on the earth. They are known as amillenialists; those who do not believe in a literal 
Millennium on the earth. Amillenialists believe the eternal state follows the return of Christ. Yet all Post-
Tribulationists see the coming of Christ and the rapture as a single complex event.  
 
The Case For Post-Tribulationism 
 
We will state the main arguments which are usually given in support of Post-Tribulationism. As always, we will 
try to find the best evidence used by those who embrace this system.   
 
1. The Argument From History  
 
The historical argument is often the first one listed by those who advocate Post-Tribulationism. Simply stated, 
it is claimed that the view of Post-Tribulationism has been the historic view of the church. The great majority 
of Bible commentators, no matter what denomination they belong to or theological system they hold, have 
believed and taught that the church will not escape the great tribulation period.  
 
This is still true today. There must be some reason for this. If Post-Tribulationism is not true, then some 
explanation must be given as to why the great majority of Bible students have held to it. 
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2. There Is Only One Coming Of Christ And It Is Post-Tribulational 
 
Post-Tribulationism stresses that there is only one coming of Christ, not two. If this can be demonstrated, then 
the matter is solved. The rapture of the church occurs with Second Coming of Jesus Christ and this coming is 
after the great tribulation. 
 
If there is more than one coming of Christ, then there must be some explicit evidence for it. However, it is 
claimed that there is not one passage of Scripture that clearly teaches two separate comings of Jesus Christ. 
This being the case, whenever the Bible speaks of the coming of Christ it is always speaking of the same event. 
The burden of proof is on those who believe in more than one coming. 
 
Furthermore, the Bible clearly states that the coming of Jesus Christ to the earth is after the tribulation. Jesus 
said:  
 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the 
Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son 
of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory (Matthew 24:29-30 NKJV). 

 
To sum up, the Scriptures teach one coming of Christ and that coming is after the tribulation or the distress of 
those final days.  
 
3. The Resurrection And The Return Of Christ Happen At The Same Time 
 
Another argument for the Post-Tribulation rapture has to do with passages which equate the resurrection of 
believers with the coming of Christ. Indeed, the Bible often speaks of the resurrection and the return of the 
Lord in the same passage. In the Old Testament we read the following: 
 

But your dead will live, LORD; their bodies will rise-- let those who dwell in the dust wake up and shout 
for joy-- your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead. Go, my people, enter 
your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by. 
See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins. The earth will 
disclose the blood shed on it; the earth will conceal its slain no longer (Isaiah 26:19-21 NIV). 

 
Here the coming of the Lord is linked to the resurrection of the righteous. We find Jesus doing the same thing. 
In the gospel of Matthew, He is recorded as saying the following about His return to the earth: 
 

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send 
His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other (Matthew 24:30-31 NKJV). 

 
At Jesus’ coming the elect are gathered.  This includes the dead. 
 
In writing about the resurrection, Paul also placed it at the same time as the coming of Christ. He wrote to the 
Corinthians: 
 

But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming (1 
Corinthians 15:23 NASB 2020). 

 
When Paul wrote to the Philippians, he said something similar. He stated that the transformation of our bodies 
will be at the coming of Jesus Christ: 
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But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by 
the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body (Philippians 3:20,21 NIV). 

 
These passages seem to make it plain that the coming of the Lord occurs at the same time as the resurrection 
of the dead. To many, this is clear evidence of a Post-Tribulation rapture. The reasoning is simple. Everyone 
agrees that the Second Coming of Christ occurs after the great tribulation; it is post-tribulational.  
 
It is also agreed that the rapture event involves the resurrection of the dead. Since Scripture says the dead are 
raised at the coming of Christ and this coming is after the great tribulation period then the rapture must occur 
after the great tribulation.  
 
It is further argued that while these passages are proof-texts for the Post-Tribulation position there are no 
proof-texts whatsoever that separate the coming of Christ into two stages; one coming of Christ for His church 
and another coming is with His church. The time of the rapture of the church is never distinguished from the 
time of Jesus’ Second Coming. Therefore, the obvious conclusion is that the rapture occurs at the time of the 
Second Coming. 
 
4. The Resurrection Of The Righteous Is A Single Event 
 
There are three passages which seem to prove that the resurrection of the all of the righteous believers occurs 
at the same time. First, Daniel the prophet when writing about the resurrection of the dead put it this way: 
 

Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And 
there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that 
time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. And many of those who 
sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting 
contempt (Daniel 12:1-2 NASB 2020). 

 
This indicates the righteous dead will all be raised at the same time.  
 
Jesus Said The Believers Would Be Raised Together 
 
Next we discover that Jesus Himself spoke of the “hour” of the resurrection when the believers would be raised 
together: 
 

Do not be amazed at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and 
come out! Those who have done good will come to a resurrection of life, and those who have done evil 
will come to a resurrection of judgment (John 5:28-29 TLV). 

 
There is every indication that all believers are raised at this coming “hour.” The righteous are raised first then 
the unbelievers are raised. We learn of this in the Book of Revelation. It says that the unbelieving dead were 
not raised until one thousand years after the righteous were raised. John wrote: 
 

The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first 
resurrection (Revelation 20:5 TLV). 

 
Again, this indicates the righteous dead are all raised at the same time. This is long before the unbelievers are 
raised. 
 
These passages appear to conclusively state that the resurrection of believers occurs at the same moment. This 
is significant for the question of the timing of the rapture. Since Paul clearly said that the dead are raised 
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immediately before the church is caught up to meet the Lord in the air, then it seems obvious that the rapture 
must take place when the Lord returns to the earth.  
 
If the rapture occurs any time before the Lord returns, as in the Pre-Tribulation, Mid-Tribulation, or Pre-Wrath 
view, then what will happen to the people who become believers after the church is caught up to meet the 
Lord? There does not seem to be any time where they can be raised from the dead if they are martyred. 
 
5. Rapture Passages Are Linked With Passages On The Second Coming 
 
There are a number of passages where the rapture is directly linked to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. In 
the first chapter of Second Thessalonians we read the following words: 
 

All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom 
of God, for which you are suffering. God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and 
give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might on the day he comes to be glorified in his 
holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you 
believed our testimony to you (2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 NIV). 

 
This passage equates the coming of the Lord for the believers, the rapture, with the vengeance He will pour 
out upon the unbelievers, the Second Coming of Christ. In other words, one event is in view.  
 
6. The Same Greek Words Are Used To Describe The Rapture And The Second Coming 
 
We also find that the same Greek words, parousia, epiphaneia and apokalupsis, which describe the rapture of the 
church, are also used in other contexts to describe the Second Coming of Christ. Since each of these three 
words describe both the rapture and the Second Coming the logical conclusion seems to be they are describing 
the same event. The burden of proof is on those who want to understand it otherwise. 
 
7. There Is No Imminent Return Of Christ 
 
Another formidable argument in favor of Post-Tribulationism is the seeming impossibility of the imminent 
return of Jesus Christ during the early years of the church. From the New Testament, we find that a number 
of events would have to take place before Christ could return. They include, but are not limited to, the following.  
 
Jesus said that Peter must grow old and die. Consequently, the rapture of the church could not happen until 
the death of Peter. This would involve a period of time. 
 
Jesus also said that the gospel must be preached to the entire world. Until the entire world was evangelized, it 
would not be possible for rapture of the church to occur. Again, this seems to rule out the idea of an, “any 
moment” rapture.  
 
The Apostle Paul said the Holy Spirit showed him that he must visit Rome. Thus, until Paul set his foot in 
Rome the rapture of the church could not take place. 
 
This is just a sample of what the writers of Scripture predicted must occur in the future. Since these things had 
to take place, it was not possible for an imminent or any moment return of the Lord for the church. Therefore, 
it is folly to say that the rapture was looked upon as an “any moment” event for the early church. It was not. 
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The Nature Of The Tribulation Itself Gives Evidence For A Post-Trib Rapture 
 
There are those who teach that this present age in which we live is “the tribulation.” Thus, the church is already 
passing through tribulation. Consequently, the “great tribulation” consists of the trials and persecutions which 
the church is experiencing during this present age. There was great persecution or tribulation for the early 
church and it has continued until today. 
 
Others say this tribulation is not unique to this age. Indeed, they say it actually goes all the way back to Adam. 
Whether one accepts that the great tribulation goes all the way back to Adam or that it is unique to the church 
age, the end result is that the church will pass through the time of tribulation before Christ returns. While it 
may be more intense before the Lord returns, tribulation is occurring right now. If this is the correct definition 
of the great tribulation then any rapture of the saints will occur after the tribulation period or at the very least, 
during it.  
 
However, there are other posttribulationists which see the great tribulation as a future time of trouble which 
will occur shortly before the return of Christ. They do not believe that this particular period has occurred as of 
yet. Most posttribulationists would hold to this position. 
 
Thus, there are differing viewpoints among posttribulationists with respect to their definition of what it means 
for the church to pass through the tribulation. One position understands the tribulation to refer to trouble and 
persecutions which characterizes the present age in which we live. Some even claim this period goes all the way 
back to Adam. Others who hold the Post-Tribulation view regard the tribulation as something in the future. 
 
Believers Are Never Promised Escape From Tribulation 
 
There is also the issue of believers escaping persecution and tribulation. The Scripture does not teach that 
Christians are immune to such things. In fact, Jesus said that Christians would face troubles:  
 

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world (John 16:33 NIV). 

 
The Apostle Paul made the same point: 
 

Everyone who wants to live as God desires, in Christ Jesus, will be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12 NCV). 
 
We find this persecution, tribulation, and even martyrdom described in the Book of Acts. 
 
Even if there was an unprecedented time of trouble, like the great tribulation, there has to be clear indications 
in Scripture that the church would escape this period. To those who hold the Post-Tribulation view, they do 
not believe the evidence is there. 
 
There Are Believers On Earth During The Future Tribulation Period 
 
Those who hold to the Post-Tribulation view emphasize that God’s people can remain on earth while escaping 
His wrath. Scripture gives examples of God’s protection of His own in the midst of judgments.  
 
Indeed, the children of Israel were protected from the various plagues which struck Egypt; they were not 
removed from the scene. Something similar will take place during the great tribulation.  
 
Consequently, even if there is a time of unprecedented trouble in the future, the Lord can shelter His people 
during this period. Thus, there is no need to remove them by means of the rapture. 
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Furthermore, every rapture theory acknowledges that there are believers, both Jews and Gentiles, on earth during 
this time before Jesus returns. For example, we read:  
 

Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring--
those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus (Revelation 12:17 NIV). 

 
Therefore, the Bible itself testifies that there are Christians on the earth when the great tribulation occurs.  
 
This fact, according to many Post-Tribulationists, settles the issue. 
 
The Wrath Of God Does Not Occur Until Late In The Seventieth Week Of Daniel 
 
One of the central arguments of the Post-Tribulation rapture position concerns the wrath of God. Those who 
hold the Post-Tribulation view usually place the wrath of God at the very end of the tribulation. They do not 
see the wrath of God as being poured out at the beginning of the period as Pre-Tribulationists do. 
 
Scripture Makes No Clear Distinction Between Israel And The Church 
 
Most of the people who hold to the Post-Tribulation view do not keep the nation of Israel and the New 
Testament church as distinct entities. Rather they see the church as a continuation of Israel or the “new Israel” 
because Israel forfeited their promises of God by rejecting Jesus the Messiah. These promises now belong to 
the New Testament church.  
 
In support of this idea, it is argued that during the great tribulation period we find both people from the nation 
of Israel as well as the church saints on the earth. Each of these groups is experiencing the sufferings of this 
unprecedented time.  
 
Contrary to other views, they do not see the great tribulation as a time in which God mainly deals with the 
nation of Israel. 
 
The Last Trumpet Of First Corinthians Is The Same As The Last Trumpet In Revelation 
 
There is also the argument about the timing of the trumpet. In First Corinthians we read about rapture occurring 
at the time of the “last trumpet.” Paul wrote: 
 

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51-52 NKJV). 

 
This last trumpet is defined in Revelation. John put it this way: 
 

Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world 
has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever” (Revelation 
11:15 NASB 2020) 

 
Furthermore, the context in Revelation 11 indicates they are the same trumpet. Indeed, we find that this seventh 
trumpet takes place the time of the resurrection of the dead:  
 

The nations were angry, and your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for 
rewarding your servants the prophets and your people who revere your name, both great and small--and 
for destroying those who destroy the earth (Revelation 11:18 NIV). 
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Consequently, John is describing the same event which Paul wrote about in First Thessalonians 4 and First 
Corinthians 15; a Post-Tribulation rapture and a resurrection of the dead believers.     
 
This sums up some of the main arguments which are used by those who believe that the rapture of the church 
takes place at the end of the great tribulation period or the seventieth week of Daniel. These arguments have 
convinced many people that the Post-Tribulation rapture position is the best way to understand the totality of 
the evidence.  As we have stressed, there are many good Bible-believers who hold this position.  
 
Summary To Question 16   
What Is The Post-Tribulation Rapture View? 
 
The post-tribulation theory claims to be the oldest of the different views with respect to the rapture of the 
church. This view contends the church will go through the entire period of tribulation and suffering before 
Jesus Christ returns to the earth. They see the rapture as part of the Second Coming of Christ.  
 
While they are distinct events, they occur at basically the same time. Consequently, they are two parts of one 
complex event. Those who hold the post-tribulation rapture view often say that this has been the historic view 
of the church. They contend that there is a reason as to why most Bible-believers throughout history have held 
that the church must endure this time of suffering. The reason, it is argued, is because this is what the Bible 
teaches on the subject.  
 
There is also the argument from the coming of the Lord. Scripture says there is only one coming of Christ. 
Those who argue for more than one coming of Christ must give sufficient evidence as to why we should believe 
there is more than one time Christ comes, once for the church and then another time to judge the world. Those 
who hold the post-tribulation view believe the evidence is not there for an interval between the rapture and the 
Second Coming.  
 
Indeed, they say there are no proof-texts to be found for the idea of two comings of Christ: one for the believers 
and one with the believers. Consequently the rapture of the church and the coming of Christ should be seen as 
part of the same end-time event.  
 
In addition, Scripture itself speaks of the return of Christ with the resurrection of believers in the same passage. 
The Bible also says the rapture event involves the resurrection of believers. Since the believers are raised at the 
same time as the coming of Christ this must mean the catching up of the church occurs when Christ returns to 
the earth.  
 
Thus, to many people, these passages are the closest things to proof-texts for a post-tribulation rapture. 
Furthermore, since the same Greek words which are used for the rapture are also used for the Second Coming 
the logical result would be to see them as the same event. Those who wish to see them as two distinct events 
have the burden of proof on them. 
 
Christians in the past, as well as in the present, have experienced trials and tribulations. Therefore, there does 
not seem to be any reason as to why one future generation of Christians would be exempt from such difficulties. 
This would be the case even if there was a time of unprecedented tribulation the world would experience.  
 
In addition, we do find believers on the earth during the Great Tribulation period. The Book of Revelation says 
that the saints and the elect are on the earth during this time of trouble. This solves the issue as to whether the 
church will go through this difficult period. 
 
There is also the fact that the Bible says that the resurrection of the righteous occurs at the same time. Since 
Paul said that the dead are raised immediately before the church is raptured this would seem to clinch the case 
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for a post-tribulational catching up of the believers. The dead are raised when Christ returns and according to 
many post-tribulationists, judgment immediately follows.  
 
The wrath of God is also said to be limited to the very end of the seventieth week of Daniel, the Great 
Tribulation period. The greater part of this period consists of persecution from Satan through his man, the man 
of sin, the antichrist. While Christians will be on earth during this final period of God’s wrath, the wrath will 
not last the entire seven years of the tribulation period.  
 
Most people who hold this post-tribulational view do not make a clear distinction between God’s program with 
the nation of Israel and the New Testament church. The church is the new Israel since Israel forfeited its right 
to be called the people of God by rejecting Jesus the Messiah. They see the both the New Testament church 
and the nation of Israel on earth during the Great Tribulation period.  
 
These are the main arguments used to support the post-tribulation rapture position. As we have emphasized 
with the other views, many godly Bible-believers embrace this position. 
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Question 17 
 

What Are Some Of The Major Objections And Biblical Problems  
With The Post-Tribulation Rapture Theory? 

 
Post-Tribulationism believes the rapture of the church will take place at the very end of the seventieth week of 
Daniel or the great tribulation period. The living believers will be taken up in the clouds to meet the Lord and 
then, almost instantly, return with Him to enjoy His kingdom reign upon the earth. 
 
While Post-Tribulationism has been the belief of many Christians down through the years there are a number 
of objections, as well as biblical problems, with this theory. They can be summarized as follows. 
 
1. There Are A Number Of Variations Of Post-Tribulationism 
 
There is one point in which all posttribulationists are in agreement. If there is a time of trouble just prior to the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the church will need to pass through that difficult period. The one return of 
Christ to the earth brings deliverance from this period. Thus, the believers are not raptured before He returns. 
Consequently, the church will be raptured at the end of any tribulation period.  
 
While posttribulationists are in agreement on this matter we find that this is where the agreements seemingly 
end. As we shall see, it is difficult to state a normative or standard view of Post-Tribulationism because of the 
variety of explanations which are given for each point in dispute.  
 
For example, there is no agreement as to the doctrine of the tribulation. Is it a future time of wrath or is this 
divine wrath going on right now? If it is going on right now, we may rightly ask when did is start? Was it at the 
beginning of the church age or does it go all the way back to Adam and Eve?  
 
Posttribulationists are divided over this. If the great tribulation is going on right now, then will there be an 
unprecedented time of trouble in the future? There is no consensus of agreement on this point either. 
 
To sum up, a period of great trouble or tribulation cannot be unprecedented on the one hand and, at the same 
time, general throughout the church age. Either there will be a specific time of trouble or there will not be. There 
can be no meaningful discussion concerning the church going through the tribulation until there is some 
agreement on what is meant by the tribulation. Post-Tribulation does not give only one answer to this question. 
 
Furthermore, there is no agreement among Post-Tribulationists as to whether the return of Jesus Christ will 
establish a literal thousand-year period of peace upon the earth, the Millennium, or whether there will actually 
be a literal Millennium. We find posttribulationists who are amillenialists, those who reject a one-thousand-year 
earthly reign of Christ, as well as those which are premillennialists, the ones who believe there will be an earthly 
kingdom which lasts one thousand years after Christ returns.  
 
In addition, there is no agreement as to what people will populate the kingdom when Christ returns. Will it be 
believers only, or will unbelievers also enter the kingdom? There is no consensus on this. 
 
There is also a dispute over the types of bodies of those people who will enter the kingdom. Will they be human 
bodies, or glorified bodies, or both? Again, there is no consensus among Post-Tribulationists. 
 
When will the judgment of the nation’s take place? Will it be at the return of Jesus Christ or at the end of the 
thousand-year Millennium? Those who hold to Post-Tribulationism are not in agreement over this. 
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On these issues there is no agreement among those who hold to a posttribulation rapture. In fact, a number of 
these views mutually exclude each other! Thus, they cannot be combined to come to a consensus view of the 
Post-Tribulation rapture doctrine. While this does not make the doctrine untrue, it does cause one to hesitate 
in calling this position “the standard view of the church.” 
 
2. It Is Wrong To Call This The Historic View 
 
It is also wrong to label the Post-Tribulation rapture as the historic view of the church. For one thing, there 
was no unanimity of opinion among believers with respect to the timing of the rapture. In church history, the 
issue is either ignored or dealt with in the most cursory of ways. Many of the statements made by church leaders 
of the past are contradictory.  
 
Actually, there was no attempt to provide a systematic understanding of this issue until the nineteenth century. 
Thus, there is certainly no consensus of opinion on the matter. 
 
3. The Issue Of The Number Of Comings Of Christ Has To Be Decided By The Evidence 
  
It is often argued that those who hold the Post-Tribulation view merely assume there is only one coming of 
Christ, which includes the rapture and the Second Coming, rather than proving it. In other words, they contend 
that the burden of proof is on those who see two different comings. There is no need for them to prove there is 
only one coming. 
 
However, the Post-Tribulation view cannot win this point by default. It must show that the rapture and the 
Second Coming are one event by presenting a positive case. We should not start the debate by assuming the 
Post-Tribulation view is correct. 
 
Furthermore, the fact that the same Greek words are used to describe both comings is irrelevant since we are 
not dealing with technical terms   
 
In addition, since the rapture and the Second Coming whether, one event or not, are both considered to be the 
“coming” of the Lord, it is not surprising to find the same words describing both.  
 
The issue as to whether the rapture is a distinct coming of the Lord, which occurs at a different time than the 
Second Coming, has to be decided upon the evidence. The determination should not be made from the Greek 
words used to describe both events or by merely assuming the Post-Tribulation view is the correct one. 
 
4. The Church Is Wrongly Identified With The Tribulation Saints 
 
Another criticism against the Post-Tribulation position is the identification of the New Testament church with 
the saints who are living through the great tribulation period.  
 
Nobody denies that there will be believers during this time. The question to be answered is the “identity” of 
these believers. While those who hold to Post-Tribulationism contend it is the church, there are others who 
reject this idea. They believe the reference to saints during this period is to “tribulation saints.” These are people 
who have believed in Jesus Christ after the rapture has occurred.  
 
By misidentifying these people, Post-Tribulationism assumes that the church will remain through the entire 
period of tribulation. 
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5. Post-Tribulationism Confuses Contexts 
 
There is also the criticism that Post-Tribulationism confuses the contexts. In particular, we find this in the 
Olivet Discourse when Jesus spoke of His coming back to the earth. This is linked to such passages as First 
Thessalonians 4 and Second Thessalonians 2 which speak of the rapture. Jesus told believers to “watch;” Paul 
told believers to “watch.” By linking these passages and emphasizing the things they have in common it is 
assumed they are speaking of the same event. 
 
While there are certain things in common between Jesus’ teaching of His return to the earth and Paul’s 
explanation of the rapture, there are also many things that are distinct. These distinctions are not always 
appreciated. 
 
The same holds true for the resurrection passages. The Bible often mentions several events together which do 
not occur at the same time. In the Old Testament, the prophets spoke of the two comings of Jesus Christ as 
one event. For example, the two comings of Christ are linked together in these two verses in Isaiah: 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the 
LORD Almighty will accomplish this (Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV). 

 
Two thousand years have already separated Jesus’ birth from His return to the earth. Since we find examples 
in Scripture of this type of telescoping of events we should not be surprised if we discover this to occur in 
passages dealing with the Lord’s return. 
 
In fact, we have a New Testament example of this. Jesus spoke of a time when the tombs will open and the 
dead will be raised:   
 

"Do not be amazed at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and 
come out! Those who have done good will come to a resurrection of life, and those who have done evil 
will come to a resurrection of judgment (John 5:28-29 TLV). 

 
Yet this time when the believing dead and unbelieving dead are raised is later revealed to be one thousand years 
apart! We read: 
 

Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those 
who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their foreheads and on 
their hands; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did 
not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection (Revelation 20:4-5 
NASB 2020). 

 
Consequently, it is possible that the events listed in a particular passage do not all happen at the same time. 
Therefore, the verses which seemingly place the resurrection of Christians at the time of the Second Coming 
of Christ can be understood in another way. 
 
6. The Bible Teaches That Christ Can Come At Any Moment 

 
Post-Tribulationism has to go against the clear New Testament teaching that the return of Jesus Christ is 
imminent. There was an expectation that Christ could come at any moment. We find no indication that believers 
were looking forward to persecution and tribulation before the coming of the Lord. 
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According to the Post-Tribulation position, the final Antichrist must come first as well as all the judgments 
listed in Revelation 6-18. The believer must be looking for these things before he or she looks for the coming 
of Christ. 
 
Paul, however, wrote to Titus about our “blessed hope:”  
 

While we wait for the blessed hope--the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ 
(Titus 2:13 NIV). 

 
The believers are to look for Jesus Christ, not the final Antichrist.  
 
In addition, Paul wrote to the Philippians that he is eagerly awaiting the coming of the Savior: 
 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who 
will transform the body of our lowly condition into conformity with His glorious body, by the exertion of 
the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself (Philippians 3:20-21 NASB 2020). 

 
It is hard to see how the judgments recorded in Revelation 6-18 can be thought of as some type of “blessed 
hope.” Furthermore, it is difficult to see how Paul can be earnestly awaiting the Savior if he first must experience 
the seven-year period of persecution, possible martyrdom and then the wrath of God poured out upon the 
earth. 
 
However, if the church is to go through the great tribulation period all of these things will be experienced 
before they see the blessed hope. Yet, this is not what we find the Christians looking for. Indeed, there is an 
“any moment” expectation of the return of Christ. This could not be true if the church had to go through the 
great tribulation period. 
 
7. There Is An Incorrect Doctrine Of The Church 
 
There is also the belief that those which hold the Post-Tribulation view have an incorrect doctrine of the 
church. The New Testament church, which is predominately Gentile, is not usually kept distinct from the nation 
of Israel in the Post-Tribulation scenario. We say, not usually, because there are some who hold the Post-
Tribulation view which attempt to keep this distinction. However, they do not keep it consistently.  
 
Scripture, however, always keeps the two distinct. The nation of Israel was specially selected by God to be the 
people through whom He would reach the world. When they rejected Jesus as their Messiah God temporarily 
set them aside. His work is now accomplished through the New Testament church which is made up of both 
Jews and Gentiles. While the nation Israel has been set aside, this will not be forever. During the time of the 
great tribulation, or the seventieth week of Daniel, God will again deal with the nation Israel.   
 
8. Contrary To Jesus’ Statement The Exact Day Of Christ’s Coming Would Be Known 
 
One problem recognized by those who hold to a Post-Tribulational rapture, as well as a literal millennial reign 
of Christ upon the earth, concerns the knowledge of when the rapture/Second Coming would take place. 
Careful students of Bible prophecy recognize that the seventieth week of Daniel starts with a signing or the 
confirming of an agreement between the coming leader of a revived Roman empire, known as the “man of 
sin,” and the nation of Israel (Daniel 9:27).  
 
Exactly three-and one-half years into the seven-year agreement the pact with Israel is broken. Three-and one-
half years later, Jesus Christ returns. The problem with this scenario is that Jesus said nobody knows the day or 
hour of His return: 
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But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father 
(Matthew 24:36 NIV). 

 
Yet it seems for those who insist that the rapture takes place at the same time as the Second Coming the day 
could be calculated. It would be exactly seven years from the time of the signing of the agreement or three and 
a half years after the treaty is broken. Thus, it contradicts the words of Jesus that nobody can know the day or 
hour of His coming. 
 
This problem has been recognized by some who hold the Post-Tribulation view. In response, they usually insert 
some short interval between the time of the rapture and the Second Coming.  
 
However, when one does this, they have acknowledged an interval of time is necessary between these two 
events. If an interval must exist, then why can’t it be three and half years or seven years? It seems that once 
someone admits there must be some interval of time, no matter how short, between the rapture and the Second 
Coming the Post-Tribulation explanation must be abandoned. 
 
9. There Is An Incorrect View Of The Seventieth  

Week Of Daniel (The Nature Of The Tribulation) 
 
Post-Tribulationism is criticized for having an incorrect view of the seventieth week of Daniel. The last seven 
years are a time when the Lord deals with Israel as a nation as He did during the Old Testament period. Indeed, 
the angel Gabriel made it clear that it was the future of Daniel’s people which was in view. 
 

A period of seventy sets of seven has been decreed for your people and your holy city …(Daniel 9:24 
NLT). 

 
“Your people” is Israel while “your holy city” is Jerusalem. 
 
We are now in an interval between the sixty-ninth and seventieth week of Daniel, the church age. Once the 
church age ends, then the Lord will again deal with Israel. This is crucial to understand.   
 
Since God’s dealings will be mainly through Israel at this time, it is not necessary for the New Testament church, 
the Christians, to exist on the earth. This is why many believe the rapture will take place before the seventieth 
week of Daniel. We can make the following observations. 
 
The Great Tribulation 
 
The time of trouble referred to by Christ as the “great tribulation” was to have such a specific character as to 
make it a sign of the His approaching Second Coming. In fact, Jesus said that the great tribulation was one of 
the signs of the end of the age. The disciples asked the Lord about the “sign” of His coming: 
 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when 
will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  (Matthew 24:3 
NIV). 

 
The phrase “great tribulation” or “great distress” actually comes from Jesus Himself as He describes this future 
period. We read the following in Matthew: 
 

For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to 
be equaled again (Matthew 24:21 NIV). 
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The Old Testament speaks of this future time. It is called the “time of Jacob’s trouble” or “distress for Jacob.” 
The following is recorded in the Book of Jeremiah: 
 

How awful that day will be! No other will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be 
saved out of it (Jeremiah 30:7 NIV). 

 
The Book of Daniel also speaks of this period. We read the following: 
 

At that time Michael, the archangel who stands guard over your nation, will arise. Then there will be a time 
of anguish greater than any since nations first came into existence. But at that time every one of your people 
whose name is written in the book will be rescued (Daniel 12:1 NLT).  

 
Post-Tribulationism has no single answer to this issue of the great distress, or the seventieth week of Daniel. 
As mentioned, some see it as the entire period from Jesus Christ until the present.  
 
Others actually see the time of wrath as something which goes back all the way to Adam. Still others see it as a 
distinct period of unprecedented trouble which is yet future. Yet, if it is a distinct period, there must be some 
explanation as to why it is different. It is consistent, therefore, to see the church removed during this specific 
period when the Lord once again deals with the nation of Israel.  
 
The Wrath Of God Is Poured Out During The Entire Seventieth Week Of Daniel 
 
The Post-Tribulation position holds that the wrath of God is not poured out during the entire seventieth week 
of Daniel. Instead, it is limited to the very end of the seven-year period. 
 
Yet we find the wrath of God occurring at the very beginning of the seventieth week of Daniel. Indeed, with 
the opening of the first seal we read the following judgment: 
 

Then I saw the Lamb break one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures call out, as 
with a voice of thunder, “Come!”, I looked, and there was a white horse! Its rider had a bow; a crown was 
given to him, and he came out conquering and to conquer (Revelation 6:1-2 NRSV UE). 

 
While this intensifies as the time of the Second Coming draws closer, it is wrong to say that it does not occur 
until the very end of this seven-year period. If the entire seventieth week of Daniel is a time of God’s wrath 
being poured out upon the earth, then we would expect the church to be removed during this specific period 
of judgment. 
 
The Last Trumpet Of First Corinthians Is Not The Same As The Trumpet Judgments 
 
While the trumpet reference in First Corinthians is often equated with the last of the trumpet judgments in the 
Book of Revelation there are some problems with this view. 
 
For one thing, the Book of Revelation had not even been written when Paul wrote this to the Corinthians! 
Therefore, it seems unlikely that Paul’s audience would understand the last trumpet to be equated with future 
trumpet judgments which had not been revealed yet. 
 
In addition, the trumpet blasts in Revelation are calls to judgment. The sound of the trumpet in Corinthians is a 
call to meet the Lord. Indeed, it is a joyful sound, not something to be dreaded. This trumpet signifies that the 
dead in Christ as well as the living believers will be given a glorified body. This allows them to enter into the 
presence of Jesus Christ.   
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So What Is The Last Trumpet In First Corinthians? 
 
What does the “last trumpet” refer to? There are a number of possibilities. The trumpet analogy in First 
Corinthians may be connected with the practice of the Roman army. Three trumpets would blow. The first 
trumpet caused the army to break up the camp. The second trumpet would have them line up in marching 
formation. The last trumpet was a call to depart. This last trumpet analogy would fit with that which Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians. The believers in Jesus Christ are now prepared to leave this world. In doing so, they are 
presently waiting to hear the last trumpet which would indicate that it is time for them to depart. 
 
There is also the possibility that “last trumpet” may be a unique trumpet which sounds for the church at the 
rapture. In fact, there are possibly two trumpet blasts. The first one is for the dead, which will rise first, and 
then a second or last trumpet for the living. Thus, the living believers are caught away at the sound of the 
second trumpet.  
 
Whatever the case may be, it is not necessary to link the trumpet judgments in Revelation with the trumpet 
which blows at the time of the rapture. 
 
There Is No Adequate Explanation As To Who Will Populate The Millennium 

 
This is probably the biggest problem for those which hold to the Post-Tribulation view; their explanation of 
who will populate the Millennium. While this is not a problem for those who do not believe there will be a 
literal Millennium here upon the earth, amillenialists, or those which believe that Christ will return after the 
Millennium, post-millennialists, there are many people who hold the Post-Tribulation view who believe Christ 
will come before the Millennium.  
 
They are the pre-millennialists. They have no satisfactory explanation as to who will populate the Millennium.     
 
The Problem Stated 
 
We can simply state the problem in the following manner. If there will be a literal thousand-year period of 
peace on earth when Jesus Christ returns, then someone has to populate the earth at that time. According to 
many promises in the Old Testament there will be both Jews and Gentiles living together during that period. 
These people live in the same type of bodies we have now, non-glorified human bodies.  
 
Though the curse on the earth will be partially lifted, people will still sin, and they will one day die. They have 
not received glorified bodies like the believers who receive these bodies at the rapture of the church. There are 
a number of passages make it clear. 
 
People Will Be Capable Of Sinning During The Millennium 
 
To begin with, we find that there will be children born in the Millennium and these children will be capable of 
sin. We read in Isaiah: 
 

No longer will there be in it an infant who lives only a few days, Or an old person who does not live out 
his days; For the youth will die at the age of a hundred, And the one who does not reach the age of a 
hundred Will be thought accursed (Isaiah 65:20 NASB 2020). 

 
Thus, Scripture emphasizes that people still sin during this period. Indeed, the Bible says that at the end of the 
thousand years there will be rebellion against the Lord from many of those living on the earth: 
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When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the 
nations in the four corners of the earth--Gog and Magog--and to gather them for battle. In number they 
are like the sand on the seashore (Revelation 20:7-8 NIV)   

 
This certainly describes people in a non-glorified human body since a glorified body of the believer can neither 
sin nor can it die. Where do these unbelievers come from? They are the offspring of those who entered the 
thousand-year period as believers. They will make their own choice as to whether they will follow Jesus. 
 
All of this means that someone has to enter the millennial kingdom in sinful non-glorified bodies. However, if 
the rapture of the church occurs immediately before Christ returns, then, by definition, all believers have 
received their new bodies. The only people who have not been transformed are the unbelievers. So we are left 
with believers in new bodies and unbelievers in their old bodies.  
 
There Will Be A Separation Of Believers And Unbelievers 
 
Furthermore, the Bible teaches that the unbelievers will be separated from the believers at the time of the 
Second Coming of Christ. When the Lord judges the nations upon His return He separates the sheep from the 
goats, the believers from the unbelievers. Only believers will enter the kingdom. Jesus said: 
 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All 
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left (Matthew 
25:31-33 NIV). 

 
But here is the problem for the Post-Tribulational position. Who are these believers with non-glorified bodies 
who will enter the kingdom? All of the righteous have glorified bodies. Where do these other righteous people 
come from? Moreover, if only righteous people in glorified bodies enter the kingdom, then who are the people 
that sin, grow old, and die? 
 
To many, this difficulty renders the Post-Tribulational, pre-millennial view as impossible because there is no 
reasonable answer which they have to this question.  
 
There Is No Adequate Explanation For The Rapture 
 
Post-Tribulationism has never really given an adequate explanation as to why there is such an event as the 
rapture of the church. In their scenario, Christ takes the living and dead believers to meet Him in the air on His 
way down to the earth. It seems so unnecessary. Why would the Lord miraculously preserve many of the true 
believers through the entire tribulation period only to take them up to meet Him on His way to the earth?  
 
Then there is the issue of raising the dead believers. Why raise them at this time? They are certainly not in 
jeopardy from the battles being waged at Armageddon. A rapture which takes place at this particular time does 
not seem to make any sense. 
 
If the rapture is mainly to meet the Lord as He returns to the earth, then there are other problems. The judgment 
of the nations which Jesus spoke of has no real meaning. In this judgment, the King separates the sheep from 
the goats, the believers from the unbelievers.  
 
However, if the rapture of the saints has just happened then the separation has already occurred! There would 
be no need to separate the saved from the lost because this has just been accomplished. Therefore, the rapture 
seems so unnecessary in the Post-Tribulational view of the coming of Christ.  
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There Are No Adequate Answers To These Objections 
 
To sum up, it appears that the Post-Tribulation position does not have adequate answers to these and other 
objections. While at first this theory may seem like the best way to understand the coming of Jesus Christ, the 
more one looks at the Scripture the less convincing the arguments become. Therefore, for many who have 
looked deeply into the issue of the rapture of the church the Post-Tribulation answer has not been convincing. 
 
Summary To Question 17  
What Are Some Of The Major Objections And Biblical Problems  
With The Post-Tribulation Rapture Theory? 
 
The post-tribulation rapture theory says that the New Testament church, the true believers in Jesus, will not be 
removed from the earth by means of the rapture of the church until the time when Christ returns. There is no 
escape for Christians for any of the predicted judgments found in the Book of Revelation. The believers will 
be caught up to meet Jesus in the air while He is on His way to the earth. Post-tribulation, thus, rejects all 
theories which claim there is an interval between the time of the catching up of the church, the rapture, and 
the Second Coming of Christ.  
 
While the post-tribulation theory has been very popular among Bible-believing Christians there are a number 
of objections to it. We can list the main ones as follows. 
 
One problem is defining the post-tribulation rapture position. This is not entirely easy to do. While all post-
tribulation adherents believe the coming of Christ is one complex event, with the rapture as part of that event, 
there are many things in which they disagree among themselves.  
 
For example, those who hold this position do not agree on the nature of the Great Tribulation or if there even 
is such a period. They do not agree as to whether Christ will come back to set up a literal kingdom upon the 
earth, a millennium, or whether there is such a thing as a literal thousand-year earthly reign of Christ when He 
returns. In addition, there is no agreement as to when Christ will judge the nations. There is no agreement as 
to whom, if anyone will populate the earth when Christ comes back. 
 
Furthermore, it is wrong to call the post-tribulation rapture the historic view of the church. For one thing, the 
issue of the rapture was hardly dealt with until recently in the church. The ones who did deal with it in the past 
often gave contradictory answers. It was not until the end of the nineteenth century when this issue began to 
be seriously debated. The real question is discovering what the Bible says about this matter; not who supposedly 
has the oldest view. 
 
Everyone agrees there will be believers during the future time of tribulation. Those holding to the post-
tribulation rapture are said to be misidentifying the believers in this seven-year period. While they assume the 
elect, or the saints, refers to the church, there is stronger evidence that the believers are actually the tribulation 
saints; those who believe in Jesus after the rapture has taken place. Thus, they are not part of this special group 
of believers known as the church. 
 
Post-tribulationism is also accused of confusion of contexts. They link Jesus’ statements in Matthew 24-25 with 
Paul’s statement in First and Second Thessalonians. While the subject is the coming of Christ in both contexts, 
it has to be established that both are talking about the same coming.  
 
The descriptions are different enough to provide sufficient evidence to believe in two comings; one for believers 
and another with the believers to set up the kingdom. Many accuse post-tribulationism of being in error in 
denying the imminent or “any moment” coming of Christ. Instead of looking for Jesus, those who hold the 
post-tribulation view must be looking for antichrist and the judgments of Revelation 6-18. There is no “any 
moment” coming of the Lord. 
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The post-tribulation advocates are also accused of confusion as to the identity of Israel and the New Testament 
church. Unless one understands the distinct programs, which God has for Israel and the church, then they will 
not be able to interpret end-time events in a consistent manner. 
 
The nature of the Great Tribulation, the seventieth week of Daniel, is also said to be confused by those holding 
the Post-tribulation perspective. This is a specific time God will deal with the nation of Israel. It completes the 
last seven-year period in which God is specifically dealing with Israel before the Messiah, Jesus Christ, returns. 
 
There is also a huge problem for those which hold a premillennial coming of Christ as well as a post-tribulation 
rapture, who will populate the millennium. If everyone is taken up in the rapture at the Second Coming of 
Christ, then nobody is left to populate the earth in moral bodies for the coming kingdom.  
 
There has never been a satisfactory answer given to this question. There has never been a good explanation 
from post-tribulationism as to why there is such a thing as the rapture. Why would the Lord catch the believers 
in the air only to turn them around and come to earth again? Why then separate the sheep from the goats at 
the judgment when the rapture has just separated them? It does not make any sense. 
 
It seems that no adequate explanation can be given for all of these objections. Thus, we conclude that there are 
just too many problems with the post-tribulation position. This has caused many to seek a better explanation 
as to the timing of the rapture. 
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Question 18 
 

What Is The Pre-Tribulation Rapture View? 
 
Thus far we have looked at a number of views concerning the rapture of the church. As we have noted, each 
one seems to have insurmountable problems. While there are good Bible-believing people who hold each of 
these views none of them seems to be the correct way of understanding the question of the timing of the 
rapture of the church. 
 
However, we believe that there is one approach to this question that does give satisfactory answers to this 
question. This is the doctrine of Pre-tribulationism, or the Pre-Trib rapture view.  
 
The Pre-Trib View Defined 
 
The Pretribulational, or Pre-Trib, position sees a future seven-year period, known as the seventieth week of 
Daniel or the great tribulation, which will occur upon the earth. It will be a time of unprecedented trouble. 
However, believers in Jesus Christ will escape this entire period by being supernaturally caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air, the rapture of the church.  
 
These living believers will be transformed immediately after the “dead in Christ” are first raised to meet Jesus 
in the air. The Lord Himself will then bring these believers back to heaven into the presence of God the Father. 
At that time, they will receive their individual rewards for service. 
 
After the rapture of the church takes place, the seven-year “seventieth week of Daniel” begins on the earth 
with all its predicted judgments. At the end of the seven years, Jesus Christ returns to the world with His saints 
to set up His earthly kingdom.  
 
He then rules and reigns on the earth for one thousand years, the Millennium. After the thousand years is over 
there is a final judgment of unbelievers. Then His eternal rule begins! 
 
This is a brief summation of the Pre-Tribulation rapture position and some of the events associated with it. We 
now list the following points in favor of the Pre-Tribulation rapture.  
 
There Is Consistent Literal Interpretation Of Scripture 
 
One of the pillars of the Pre-Tribulation viewpoint is the consistent literal method of interpretation of Scripture. 
Simply put, all of Scripture, including the prophetic portions, is to be interpreted in a normal and plain way. 
When the Bible is interpreted in a literal manner then a Pre-Tribulation rapture will be the result. Thus, literal 
interpretation is foundational to the Pre-Trib viewpoint. 
 
There Is Clear Evidence In Scripture Of Two Comings Of Christ  
 
The Bible speaks of the coming again of Jesus Christ. Those who hold to the Pre-Tribulation position must be 
able to show from Scripture that the rapture and the Second Coming are dissimilar enough for them to be two 
distinct events separated by time. Those who hold this view believe this is something which can be done.  
 
Indeed, it is contended when all the facts are in, the details concerning coming of Christ cannot be properly 
explained if we assume only one coming at the end of the seventieth week of Daniel, the great tribulation. 
 
When passages are examined which clearly teach the rapture and compared with other passages which clearly 
speak of the Second Coming, it can be shown that there is sufficient reason to believe these passages are talking 
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about two different events which do not happen at the same time. If this is the case, then it takes away one of 
the favorite arguments of the posttribulationists; there is only one coming of Christ.  
 
Two future comings of Christ, one for believers in the rapture, and another seven years later to set up His 
kingdom, can be consistently upheld when one looks at all of the evidence.  
 
We will now present some of the contrasts between the two events. 
 
The Destinations Are Different 
 
When Jesus Christ comes for believers at the rapture, He takes them back to His Father’s house in heaven. 
However, at the Second Coming the Lord brings the saints with Him as He comes to the earth to rule as King. 
Thus, the destinations of the comings of Christ are different. At the rapture they go to the house of the Father 
while at the Second Coming the destination is earth. 
 
Christ Gathers His Believers At The Rapture, The Angels Gather The Elect At The Second Coming 
 
When the rapture occurs it is Jesus Christ who gathers His own.  We read the following: 
 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16 NASB 2020). 

 
However, at the Second Coming of Christ it is the angels who gather the elect. Matthew wrote: 
 

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send 
out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other (Matthew 24:30-31 ESV). 

 
Thus, there is a distinction as to who gathers the believers; it is Jesus Himself at the rapture but we find that 
angels gather the saints at the Second Coming. 
 
The Rapture Is A Time Of Reward, The Second Coming A Time Of Judgment 
 
Jesus gathers His church at the rapture for the purpose of rewarding them. The judgment seat of Christ is a time 
of rewarding believers for deeds done for Him: 
 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil (2 Corinthians 5:10 ESV). 

 
However, at the Second Coming the Lord Jesus returns to judge, not reward, those living upon the earth. Jesus 
said: 
 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All 
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats (Matthew 25:31-32 NIV). 

 
Again we find a different purpose for the two comings. 
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The Rapture Is Never Mentioned In Passages Picturing The Second Coming Of Christ  
 
There is something else that is important to note. In every passage which mentions the actual Second Coming 
of Christ to the earth we never find the rapture of the church clearly mentioned. While this does not, of itself, 
prove the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Christ are two distinct events, it is noteworthy that 
this is what we find. 
 
These Differences Reveal Two Distinct Events 
 
We believe these differences give strong evidence that the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of 
Christ to the earth are two distinct events separated by an interval of time. As we have noted, this time interval 
lasts seven years. 
 
The Church Is Never Found In Passages Dealing With The Tribulation 
 
Another strong argument for the Pre-Tribulation rapture has to do with the absence of the church on earth 
during the description of the great tribulation. The church is mentioned some nineteen times in the first three 
chapters of the Book of Revelation. However, from chapter four through chapter nineteen, when the subject 
is the great tribulation or the wrath of God coming upon the earth, the church on the earth is not mentioned 
at all. In fact, the only other time the church is mentioned on the earth is at the end of the last chapter of the 
Book of Revelation (22:16). This takes place after the Lord has returned and has created a new heaven and a 
new earth. 
 
Why, it is asked, would John give detailed instructions to the church in the first three chapters and then entirely 
ignore the church on earth in the rest of the Book of Revelation? This question is especially significant since 
these chapters deal with the darkest period of earth’s history, the great tribulation.  
 
Why are there no warnings to the church concerning how they are to prepare for this period? The best answer 
to this question is that the church is no longer on the earth. Indeed, they have been caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air and thus will not experience the great tribulation period. 
 
Israel Is Highlighted During The Great Tribulation Period 
 
While we do not find passages that show the church is on earth during the great tribulation, we do find passages 
where the nation Israel exists during this time. Indeed, there are passages in Revelation chapter seven and 
chapter fourteen where 144,000 people from the nation of Israel are sealed as God’s witnesses during this 
period.  
 
We also find Israel highlighted in Revelation chapter twelve in the account of the woman who gave birth to the 
male child.  This chapter actually gives a summary of the entire tribulation period. The focus of this section is 
on the nation Israel.  
 
Question: Why do we find this emphasis if the church is still existing on the earth? Why is there no mention of 
them being persecuted seeing that it is a time of persecution toward those who believe in the God of the Bible? 
Thus, the switch from the church, in the first three chapters, to Israel in the remaining chapters, is significant.  
 
One last thing should be noted. We never find in Scripture the church and Israel existing at the same time as 
the particular people through whom God is reaching the world with His message. It is either Israel or the 
church; it is never Israel and the church!  
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The fact that Israel is highlighted in these chapters and the church is not mentioned seemingly makes it clear 
that the church age is over once the great tribulation begins. The Lord now resumes His dealings with the 
nation of Israel. 
 
It Is Not Necessary For The Church To Exist During The Tribulation 
 
The reason we do not find the church on earth during the great tribulation period is because it is not necessary 
for it to be there. The preaching of Jesus Christ will occur apart from those in the New Testament church. 
Indeed, we are told of three powerful sources of testimony to the message of Christ during the great tribulation 
period. 
 
The 144,000 

 
First, there are the 144,000. We are introduced to them in the Book of Revelation by an angel who said the 
following words to four other angels who were about to harm the land and the sea: 
 

Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our 
God. Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel (Revelation 
7:3-4 NIV). 

 
These 144,000 are supernaturally protected by the Lord through this period of tribulation. Clearly, the reason 
for their protection is to spread the gospel.  Later we read the following about them. 
 

Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who 
had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. And I heard a sound from heaven like the 
roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing 
their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. 
No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth (Revelation 14:1-
3 NIV). 

 
These special witnesses will evidently give testimony about Jesus during this period of tribulation. 
 
The Two Witnesses 
 
Next, we have the ministry of the two witnesses. They are described as having the following ministry during 
the time of tribulation. 
 

And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. And if anyone 
would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this 
is how he is doomed to be killed. They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days 
of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth 
with every kind of plague, as often as they desire (Revelation 11:3-6 ESV). 

 
Their testimony is to everyone on the earth. 
 
The Angel With The Everlasting Gospel 
 
Finally, we are told of an angel who preaches an everlasting gospel.   
 

And then I saw another angel flying high in the sky, having a timeless message of good news to proclaim 
to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation and tribe and tongue and people (Revelation 14:6 TLV). 
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Between the 144,000 from Israel, the two witnesses, and the angel preaching the everlasting gospel to the entire 
world, the message of Jesus Christ will blanket the earth during the time of the great tribulation. The church is 
not on earth during these seven years neither is it needed. 
 
The Key Rapture Passage (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) Makes It Clear The Rapture Is Pre-Tribulational  
 
An examination of the key passage on the rapture of the church, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, shows that the 
Thessalonians were expecting a Pre-Tribulation rapture. 
 
Paul wrote this section because the Thessalonians were worried about their departed loved ones. It seems that 
they were concerned that these dead believers would miss the rapture of the church. This assumes a Pre-
Tribulation rapture. Why? If the rapture were at the end of the tribulation period, then there would be no need 
to worry about these dead believers since they would not have to face the coming wrath. In fact, we would 
expect the Thessalonians to be happy that their dead loved ones would escape the coming great tribulation. 
Instead we find the Thessalonians worried about these departed saints. 
 
The fact that the Thessalonians were concerned about their departed loved ones instead of themselves indicates 
they were not personally worried about the wrath of God which was going to come upon the earth. The lack 
of concern for their own future seems to show that Paul already assured them that the church would not be 
around for that particular period of trouble. 
 
Moreover, we do not find Paul instructing them about how to deal with the coming wrath. Instead he tells them 
of the wonderful event which will occur that will remove them from the earth before that time of trouble, the 
rapture of the church.  
 
Again, if these Thessalonians were expecting to experience the great tribulation it is inconceivable that they did 
not ask any questions about how they should behave during this period. Furthermore, at the very least, we 
should expect Paul to warn them.  
 
However, neither of these things happened. The simplest explanation is that they were not expecting to endure 
such a period of trouble because the Lord would remove them from the earth before He poured out His mighty 
wrath. 
 
The Blessed Hope Is Looking For Christ Not Antichrist Or The Judgments Of Revelation 6-19 
 
The believers have a blessed hope in the return of Jesus Christ for those who have trusted in Him: 
 

While we wait for the blessed hope--the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ 
(Titus 2:13 NIV). 

 
However, if the Pre-Tribulation rapture doctrine is not true then we are not looking for Christ first but rather 
Antichrist. All of the judgments of the great tribulation, clearly spelled out in Revelation 6-18, have to take 
place before believers can look for the coming of Christ. This does not seem to be much of a “blessed hope” for 
the believer! 
 
The Church Is Not Subject To God’s Wrath 
 
The Bible clearly says that God has not appointed New Testament believers to wrath. Paul began his letter to 
the Thessalonians encouraging them that they would be rescued from the coming wrath: 
 

And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath 
to come (1 Thessalonians 1:10 ESV). 
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This is not only speaking of the future wrath of “hell” or the “lake of fire,” it is also speaking of the coming 
wrath, the great tribulation, which those on earth will experience. He emphasized this again when he wrote: 
 

For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 
Thessalonians 5:9 ESV). 

 
This verse is clear. God’s people in this age, the church, are not appointed to wrath. In fact, the entire context 
of this verse emphasizes this fact. If the great tribulation is a time of wrath, then believers in Jesus Christ 
certainly should be provided a way of escape. According to the Pre-Tribulation rapture position they are 
provided this escape through the “catching up” of the church.  
 
The Tribulation Saints Are Not The Church 
 
There are people who become believers during the great tribulation after the church is raptured. However, they 
are not considered to be part of the New Testament church. They are known as the “tribulation saints.” These 
individuals will be on the earth when the wrath of God strikes. Because they had rejected the message of Christ, 
they will miss the rapture.  
 
However, God, in His grace, will allow them to be saved after the church is gone. Yet, they will have to be on 
the earth when the terrible judgments come. As to whether some of them will be supernaturally protected from 
the coming judgments is an issue that is debated. 
 
This is a topic that most prophecy teachers agree upon; that the Christians will not be subject to the wrath of 
God. However, what they do not agree upon is exactly “when” the wrath of God begins with respect to the 
judgments recorded in the Book of Revelation.   
 
The Pre-Tribulation position is that the entire seventieth week of Daniel, or the great tribulation period, is a 
time of God’s wrath upon the unbelieving world. If that can be demonstrated, then the Pre-Tribulation rapture 
seems to be a necessity. 
 
There Are No Warnings To Prepare Believers For The Great Tribulation 
 
If Christians must experience some or all of the seventieth week of Daniel, the great tribulation period, then 
why don’t we find any specific warning about it in Scripture? This is a bit strange because the New Testament 
believers are warned about a number of things which they would experience. We can cite the following 
examples. 

 
Believers Are Warned About False Prophets 
 
We find believers are warned about false prophets. The Apostle Paul had the following words to say to the 
elders of Ephesus about these individuals: 
 

I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock (Acts 20:29 
NIV). 

 
Peter also wrote warned about the false teachers among the people. He put it this way: 
 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves 
swift destruction (2 Peter 2:1 ESV). 
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Christians had to be aware that false prophets and false teachers were in their midst. These false prophets were 
a genuine threat to their spiritual well-being. Consequently, they were warned. 
 
Christians Are Warned About Ungodly Living 
 
Christians are also warned about living in an ungodly manner. For example, the writer to the Hebrews said. 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us 
(Hebrews 12:1 NIV). 

 
It was important for the biblical writers to give believers this particular warning. 
 
Christians Are Warned About Present Trials And Tribulations 
 
Believers are warned about the present trouble or tribulation they were experiencing. Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians: 
 

Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your 
persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring (2 Thessalonians 1:4 ESV). 

 
Earlier, he said this to the church at Thessalonica: 
 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from 
us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in 
you who believe. For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in 
Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered from the Jews 
(1 Thessalonians 2:13-14 NIV). 

 
Christians were being warned about the present troubles they were facing. Indeed, we find that the entire Book 
of First Peter contains warning about present problems and persecution.  
 
Why No Warnings About The Great Tribulation? 
 
Yet with all of these warnings in Scripture, we find no specific warnings about how to deal with the coming 
great tribulation. There is total silence from the Bible on this issue. This is unimaginable if the church would 
be on earth going through this time. The greatest time of trouble which the people on the earth will ever 
experience is not even mentioned.  
 
Nothing is said about what to do when this period occurs, how long they will have to endure it, or the purpose 
of these believers experiencing this unprecedented period. Why? 
 
The simple answer as to why there are no warnings for the church about how to survive during this dreadful 
period is because the church is not going to be around during this time. The Lord will remove them from the 
world. 
 
There Must Be Sufficient Time For Certain Events To Occur Before Christ Comes 
 
The Pre-Tribulation view of the rapture of the church says that there is a seven-year interval between the 
catching up of the Christians and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to the earth. In other words, they are two 
distinct events which do not happen at the same time.  
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There are many reasons for believing such an interval is necessary. One reason concerns two specific events 
which must take place after the rapture but before the Second Coming. These important events are the Judgment 
Seat of Christ and the Marriage of the Lamb. We can make the following observations. 
 
The Bride And Groom Must Marry 
 
The Bible says that there will be a marriage between Jesus, the groom, and His bride, the church. Nobody 
doubts this. We know that the church is the “bride of Christ.” The Apostle Paul wrote: 
 

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present 
you as a pure virgin to him (2 Corinthians 11:2 NIV). 

 
The church is compared to a virgin bride. Paul wrote to the Ephesians: 
 

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become 
one flesh. This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:31-32 
NIV). 

 
Again, the church is compared to a bride. 
 
The Return Of Jesus With The Heavenly Army 
 
When Jesus Christ comes back to the earth after the great tribulation He will be joined by a heavenly army. The 
Bible puts it this way: 
 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has 
made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear (Fine linen stands for the righteous 
acts of God’s holy people.) Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” . . . The armies of heaven 
were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean (Revelation 19:7–9,14 
NIV). 

 
The fine linen the saints are wearing identifies them as the “wife” of the Lamb. They return with Christ as He 
comes back to make war against those remaining on the earth.  The return of the Lord with His bride helps us 
in our understanding of the timing of the rapture. 
 
The Marriage Of The Lamb Has Taken Place In Heaven 

 
The fact that the Lord is returning with His bride shows that she has made herself ready before He comes to the 
earth. At the time of Jesus’ return to the earth the actual marriage between the bride and the groom has already 
taken place.     
 
Notice that the Bible says the bride is wearing fine linen bright and clean. She has readied herself for the 
marriage supper or marriage feast. This is the celebration of the wedding. The invitations are about to go out, the 
marriage feast is about to begin. The groom brings the bride with Him and the guests will join the celebration. 
 
It is when Jesus Christ returns to the earth that the marriage feast takes place, the celebration of that wedding. 
This feast is described for us in Matthew 25:1-13. However, to have a celebration of the wedding you must first 
have the wedding. When did this happen? Obviously, it was at some previous time. 
 
Consequently, for the wife to be ready, she must have been with the Lord in heaven. This assumes that she had 
been taken there at an earlier time. What time was that? It was at the rapture of the church.  
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The Judgment Seat Of Christ Takes Place In Heaven 
 
There is something else which must take place. Scripture speaks of an event called “the judgment seat of Christ.” 
This is where Christ gives rewards to believers. Paul wrote the following to the Corinthians: 
 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil (2 Corinthians 5:10 ESV). 

 
In another place, Paul described it in more detail. He wrote:  
 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone 
else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation 
other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose 
it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work 
that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire (1 Corinthians 3:10-15 ESV). 

 
According to these passages, believers of this age must appear before the judgment seat of Christ. At this event 
there will be an evaluation of our works and then rewards will be given for faithful service. 
 
When the Lord returns with His church this evaluation has already occurred and these rewards have already 
been given out: 
 

It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 
the saints (Revelation 19:8 NASB 2020). 

 
It is clear that the rewards have already been given out because the wedding garments are embroidered with the 
righteous deeds of the saints. The judgment seat of Christ has already taken place. An evaluation of this type 
would, of necessity, take some time. It is hardly possible to see how this could occur if the rapture took place 
at the same time as the Second Coming of Christ.   
 
The Implications For The Timing Of The Rapture 
 
The implications are seemingly obvious. The church, the New Testament Christians, must spend some time in 
heaven with the Lord before they return to earth together. The fact that the church is now the wife of the 
Lamb, and each believer has been rewarded for his or her individual deeds necessitates an interval of time. 
There is certainly no reason to believe that these two marvelous events take place in a split second.  
 
Thus, an interval between the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Christ is necessary. This fits 
well with the Pre-Tribulation view of the rapture which has the church saints in heaven during the time of the 
great tribulation on the earth. 
   
A Comparison Between John 14:1-3 And 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
Shows The Rapture Must Be Pre-Tribulational 
 
A comparison of two rapture passages, John 14:1-3 and First Thessalonians 4:13-18, shows that a Pre-
Tribulation rapture is necessary. Indeed, when we look at the words of Jesus, and compare them with Paul’s 
description of the rapture, we find these passages assume a Pre-Tribulation rapture. John records Jesus saying 
the following: 
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Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where 
I am (John 14:1-3 NIV). 

 
Jesus says that not all believers will die. One day He will come back for those who are living. However, Jesus 
must first go back to His Father’s house, heaven, to prepare that place for them. When He returns, He will 
bring these believers to His Father’s house. This is clear from Jesus’ statement “where I am you may also be.” 
 
First Thessalonians also gives the same promise to the believers. The Apostle Paul wrote: 
 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are asleep, so that you 
will not grieve as indeed the rest of mankind do, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose from the dead, so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. For we 
say this to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will 
not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 
who are alive, who remain, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18 NASB 2020). 

 
There is also a word of comfort to the believers in each of these passages. Believers are to be comforted by the 
fact that the Lord will come for His own people and bring them to Himself. 
 
Putting these passages together seems to demand a Pre-Tribulation rapture. Jesus said that the believers would 
be “where I am.” Earlier in John’s gospel, the Lord had said the following to the religious leaders who did not 
believe in Him: 
 

You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come (John 7:34 NASB 2020). 
 
Obviously where Jesus was going was not to some place here upon the earth but rather to His Father’s house 
in heaven. However, a Post-Tribulation rapture would have Jesus meeting the believers in the air on His way 
to earth and then bringing them here, not to His Father’s house in heaven.  
 
The promise that Jesus made to His disciples, as recorded in John 14, would not come to pass. There must be 
a time when the raptured believers dwell with Jesus in His Father’s house. A Post-Tribulation rapture does not 
allow for this but a Pre-Tribulation rapture demands it.  
 
The Church Is Promised To Be Removed From The Earth  
During The Hour Of Trial (Revelation 3:10) 
 
There is also the specific promise that the church will be removed from the earth during the “hour of trial.” 
We read the following in the Book of Revelation: 
 

Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is 
going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth (Revelation 3:10 NIV). 

 
This is an explicit promise that the church will not be present during the time of the great tribulation. Jesus 
promised that believers would be “kept from” this difficult period. This will be accomplished by the catching 
up of the believers to meet Him in the clouds before the great tribulation occurs. 
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Notice that they are not said to be “protected during the hour” as some have argued but instead, they are “kept 
from it.” This implies removal.  In fact, believers are not protected during this difficult time. We read in the 
Book of Revelation about those who were killed during this period: 
 

When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been killed 
because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained (Revelation 6:9 
NASB 2020). 

 
We read that the final Antichrist, described as a beast, is allowed to make war with the saints during the great 
tribulation: 
 

The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and conquer them. He was given ruling authority 
over every tribe, people, language, and nation, and all those who live on the earth will worship the beast, 
everyone whose name has not been written since the foundation of the world in the book of life belonging 
to the Lamb who was killed (Revelation 13:7-8 NET). 

 
In response, some say that these believers are protected from God’s wrath but not the wrath of the devil. Thus, 
it is the wrath of Satan that causes their death. 
 
But this doesn’t deal with the promise God gives. Whether the wrath comes from God or Satan is not the issue. 
It’s deliverance from the time of testing. The wrath, or judgment, comes during this time of testing. God 
promises to deliver His people from that time. 
 
Thus, this straightforward promise seems to be about as clear as it can be. Those who have trusted Jesus Christ 
will not have to endure the time of testing, the great tribulation, which will come upon those living on the earth. 
Instead they will be kept from experiencing it. How? It is through the rapture of the church. 
 
The Day Cannot Be Both Known And Unknown 
 
Another line of evidence that the coming of Christ is in two stages has to do with a “known” day the Scripture 
speaks about as well as an “unknown” day. 
 
Jesus made it clear that nobody, including Himself while He was here upon the earth, knew the day and hour of 
His coming:    
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father 
(Matthew 24:36 NIV).  

 
Later Jesus repeated this: 
 

Therefore you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 
him (Matthew 24:44 NET). 

 
Thus, according to Jesus there is an “unknown” day of His coming. 
 
There Is A Known Day! 
 
Yet, we also read in Scripture of a day which will be known to the people living at that time. In the Book of 
Daniel it says the final Antichrist will make a seven-year covenant with Israel: 
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He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end 
that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:27 NIV). 

 
The Covenant Broken After Three And A Half Years 
 
The final Antichrist will break the agreement after three-and one-half years. He will desecrate the Holy Temple. 
This is known as the “abomination of desolation.” Once this happens the world will experience a time of 
unprecedented trouble. Jesus Himself confirmed that this final three-and one-half year period, the great 
tribulation or the great distress, begins with the abomination of desolation:  
 

So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place 
let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. . . For then there will be 
great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to be equaled again 
(Matthew 24:15–16, 21 NIV). 

 
The Beast Will Rule For Three And A Half Years 
 
This exact time period is confirmed elsewhere in the New Testament. Indeed, we read of a forty-two-month 
period, or three-and one-half years, in which the beast, the final Antichrist, will rule: 
 

The beast was given a mouth speaking proud words and blasphemies, and he was permitted to exercise 
ruling authority for forty-two months (Revelation 13:5 NET)  

 
Notice there is a definite point where this begins, a specific duration, and finally a definite time when it will 
end. Further confirmation of this exact period is found elsewhere in Revelation:  
 

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be 
nourished for 1,260 days (Revelation 12:6 NIV)  

 
One thousand two hundred and sixty days is forty-two months or three- and one-half years. 
 
There Is Another Way Of Stating It 
 
Later we are told of a period of times, times and half a time when Israel is protected: 
 

The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in 
the wilderness, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s 
reach (Revelation 12:14 NIV).  

 
Time, and times, and half a time is another way of saying “three-and one-half years.” 
 
The Period Ends With The Return Of The Lord 
 
The short three-and one-half year period ends at the return of Jesus Christ! We read the following in the Book 
of Revelation: 
 

Now the beast was seized, and along with him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf 
—signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with sulfur (Revelation 19:20 NET). 
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Thus, Christ will return to the earth on a “known day.” It will be three-and one-half years after the “abomination 
of desolation.” Yet elsewhere Jesus said this His coming was on an “unknown day.” The known day and the 
unknown day must be different days. To sum up, the rapture cannot occur at the same time as the Second 
Coming.   
 
Unbelievers Are Taken First At The Second Coming Of Christ 
 
We also find that at the end of the age, when Jesus Christ comes back to the earth to set up His kingdom, the 
unbelievers are taken first. Jesus gave a parable concerning what will take place at the end of the age. He referred 
to two types of people; the wheat, who are the believers, and the weeds, who are unbelievers. This is what the 
Lord Jesus said: 
 

Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and 
tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn. . . As the weeds are 
pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, 
and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  They will throw them 
into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:30, 40-42 NIV). 

 
Notice the order. The weeds are separated first. They are then gathered and burned. The wheat is then left to 
enter into the kingdom.  
 
Elsewhere, Jesus taught that this separation would take place at the time He returns to judge the nations.  
Matthew records Jesus saying the following: 
 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
All the nations will be assembled before him, and he will separate people one from another like a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. (Matthew 25:31-32 NET). 

 
This further indicates that the rapture must happen before the judgment of the nations since the weeds, the 
unrighteous, are collected first. At the rapture of the church it is the believers who are first separated from the 
unbelievers as they are caught away to be with the Lord.   
 
Again, this provides evidence of two separate comings of Christ. 
 
Only The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Best Explains The Totality Of Evidence 
 
In conclusion, we stress that it is not simply one verse or one passage which makes Pretribulationism the better 
answer to the rapture question but rather a combination of various lines of reasoning.  True, many of the 
arguments for Pre-Tribulationism are implications from Scripture.  
 
Yet these implications must mean something. If they do not mean what those holding this view claim that they 
mean, then a better explanation must be given. As of now, a better explanation has not been supplied. 
 
Thus, we believe that the Pre-Tribulation view best explains all the available evidence. Compared with all the 
other positions on the timing of the rapture, it has fewer problems. Therefore, holding this position on the 
timing of the rapture of the church seems to make the most sense. 
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Summary To Question 18   
What Is The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Position? 
 
The rapture of the church is the doctrine that believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air at some 
time before He comes to set up His kingdom. Those who accept the idea of the rapture disagree as to the 
timing of the event. The pre-tribulation rapture theory teaches that all true believers in Jesus Christ be caught 
up to meet the Lord at least seven years before He returns to the earth.  
 
Thus, they will escape the Great Tribulation; the entire seven-year period of judgment. This period is also 
known as the seventieth week of Daniel. Instead of experiencing the various judgments which occur during 
this dreadful time, they will escape them through the means of the rapture or translation of the church. 
 
There are a number of reasons as to why Bible-believing Christians hold to the pre-tribulation viewpoint. They 
include the following.  
 
To begin with, the pre-tribulation viewpoint is the result of a consistent literal interpretation of Scripture. If 
one interprets Bible prophecy literally, they will conclude that Jesus Christ comes secretly for believers some 
seven years before He comes back to earth. It is only when certain prophecies of the future are spiritualized 
that the pre-tribulation rapture is rejected. 
 
This is consistent with the way prophecy has been fulfilled in the past. At His first coming, Jesus literally fulfilled 
the predictions written about the coming Messiah. He was born at the predicted place, Bethlehem, in the 
predicted family, the family of David, and at the predicted time, before the city of Jerusalem and the temple 
were destroyed. If prophecies of the first coming of Christ were literally fulfilled as written, why should we 
expect it to be different the second time around? 
 
There is also a glaring omission which gives evidence of a pre-tribulation rapture. The church is noticeably 
absent during the Great Tribulation period as chronicled in the Book of Revelation. While it is mentioned 
numerous times in the first three chapters, it is not mentioned at all as being on the earth in chapters 4-19 when 
these great judgments occur. The best explanation for this is that the church is no longer on the earth. 
 
The reason that the church is not highlighted during the Great Tribulation is because focus is now upon the 
nation of Israel. Indeed, Israel becomes in the spotlight during this period of God’s wrath. Since the last seven 
years are the seventieth week of Daniel, a time where God deals with Israel, it is not surprising to find Israel 
center-stage and the church non-existent. 
 
Moreover we should emphasize that the church is unnecessary during this time when God’s wrath strikes the 
earth. The universal message of Christ will be proclaimed by 144,000 Jews, the two witnesses, as well as an 
angel who circles the earth preaching an eternal gospel. The message will be heard by everyone; there is no need 
for the church.  
 
The idea of two comings of Christ, one for the believers only and a second time as Judge is consistent with 
what the Bible teaches on the subject. Indeed, when the Scriptures are compared, we find that passages speaking 
of the rapture are speaking of a different event than the passages about the Second Coming. Any similarities 
are outweighed by the differences. 
 
Indeed, we find that the destinations are different. At the rapture Christ brings the believers with Him unto His 
Father’s house or heaven. At the Second Coming, Jesus leaves His Father’s house and comes to the earth.  
 
At the rapture of the church, Christ gathers the believers to Himself. However, at the Second Coming it is the 
angels who gather the elect. The rapture of the church is a time of reward for believers while the Second Coming 
is a time for judgment for the unbelieving world. 
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In passages picturing the Second Coming of Christ, we never find the rapture clearly mentioned. This gives 
further evidence that we are looking at two different events. Thus, we see the contrasts between the two events 
are greater than things in common. This indicates that two specific events are in view separated by an interval 
of time. 
 
An examination of the central passage on the rapture in First Thessalonians chapter four makes it clear the 
rapture occurs before the tribulation. The fact that the Thessalonians were not concerned about their own 
future but rather the future of those who had died, shows, among other things, they were not worried about 
facing the coming wrath. Their only concern is that their dead loved ones would participate in the blessings 
associated with the rapture. 
 
The blessed hope of the church is looking for the coming of Christ. However, if the pre-tribulation rapture is 
not true then the church must first look for the antichrist as well as the various judgments found in the Book 
of Revelation. This does not seem like a “blessed hope.” 
 
Scripture makes it clear that the New Testament church is not subject to God’s wrath. However, the entire 
seven-year period of tribulation is a time when the wrath of God comes upon the people of the earth. Thus, it 
makes sense that the Christians are removed from this time of trouble.  
 
There is another great omission; there are no warnings about what believers should do or how they are to 
behave during the Great Tribulation. If believers will experience the Great Tribulation, then this omission is 
hard to understand. Warnings are given about such things as false prophets which are to come as well as how 
to deal with the present tribulations. Why is nothing said about any future tribulation? 
 
There are also a number of events which seemingly must occur between the time of the rapture and the Second 
Coming of Christ. This includes the judgment seat of Christ and the preparation for the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb. Thus, there must be some interval between the two events. 
 
There is also the promise of Jesus to the Church at Philadelphia. In the Book of Revelation it records Jesus 
saying that these believers will be kept from the hour of trial which will face the entire earth. This hour of trial 
is understood to mean the Great Tribulation. These believers are promised to be kept from this difficult period. 
The best way to understand this promise is to assume they will be removed from the earth when this period 
occurs. 
 
All things considered; it is the pre-tribulation rapture which best explains all the evidence. It gives a consistent 
understanding of end-time events as well as providing reasonable answers to the various objections. Therefore, 
this is the view which should be favored. 
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Question 19 
 

What Are Some Of The Major Objections To  
The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Position?  

How Are They To Be Answered? 
 
We have indicated that we believe the best answer to the question of the timing of the rapture of the church is 
found in the Pre-Tribulation view; that the true believers in Jesus Christ will escape the final seven-year period 
before Christ returns by being “caught up” to meet the Lord in the air. 
 
However, as can be imagined, not everyone agrees with this assessment. Indeed, there are a number of 
objections which are brought against this position. If the Pre-Trib view is correct then these objections must 
have reasonable answers to them. We believe the objections can be answered in a sensible manner. The 
following are some of the major objections brought up against the Pre-Tribulation view as well as our answers 
to them. 
 
Objection 1: Pretribulationism Is A New Doctrine 
 
One of the most-often heard arguments is the claim that Pretribulationism is a relatively new doctrine in the 
history of the church. Indeed, much effort has been expended to demonstrate that the Pre-Tribulation rapture 
wasn’t conceived of until 1812 or thereabouts.  
 
Furthermore, it is often linked to the hysterical ravings of mystic named Margaret McDonald. The fact that 
nobody came up with this doctrine until the beginning of the nineteenth century is sufficient reason to reject 
it.  
 
Indeed, if the Pre-Trib rapture is taught in Scripture, then why did it take so long for anyone to discover it? It 
is argued that this objection alone should cause people to reject the Pre-Trib belief.  
 
Pretribulational Response 
 
Those who hold to the Pre-Tribulational position respond in at least three ways to this charge. They are as 
follows. 
 
People Before 1812 Saw The Rapture And The Second Coming As Distinct Events 
 
First, there is evidence that certain believers, before 1812, saw the rapture and the Second Coming as two 
distinct events separated by time. In fact, there are a number of commentators who held taught that there was 
an interval of time between the rapture of the saints and the Second Coming of Christ.  
 
The earliest on record comes from the writings of Ephraim of Nisibis (A.D. 306-373). He is also known as 
Pseudo-Ephraim. Ephraim was an important theologian in the Eastern or Byzantine Church.  
 
One of his sermons, “On the Last Times, the Antichrist and the End of the World,” is preserved in four Latin 
manuscripts. In this sermon we find a reference to the removal of the church from the world before the great 
tribulation: 
 
All the saints and elect of God are gathered together before the tribulation, which is to come, and are taken to 
the Lord, in order that they may not see at any time the confusion which overwhelms the world because of our 
sins.  
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There is some question as to whether Ephraim actually wrote this or that it was written by someone influenced 
by him. However, whoever wrote this, whether Ephraim or one of his immediate followers, clearly believed 
that the elect would not experience the wrath of God which would come upon the world.  
 
In his sermon Ephraim makes a distinction between the rapture and the Second Coming of Christ as well as 
saying there will be a three-and-a-half-year period from the time the Lord comes for His saints until He returns 
to the earth. 
 
Another illustration can be given from the writings of the Baptist preacher Morgan Edwards (1722-1795). 
Edwards wrote about Bible prophecy. In his writings he concluded that there would be a three-and-a-half-year 
period between the rapture and the start of the Millennium. 
 
Consequently, prior to 1812, certain writers understood the Bible to teach an interval of time between the 
rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Christ. The fact that some of them believed that the interval 
lasted three-and one-half years is not relevant. What is relevant is that they did not see the rapture of the church 
and the Second Coming of Christ taking place at the same time.   
 
The Doctrine Was Not Debated Until Late In The Nineteenth Century 
 
Second, even if the Pre-Tribulation rapture theory did not clearly formulate until later in church history this 
would not settle the issue. Some of the great doctrines of the church such as the Trinity, the Deity of Jesus 
Christ, and doctrine of justification by faith, took centuries to be fully understood and put into systematic form. 
These beliefs are surely more important than the timing of the rapture. Consequently, the fact that no systematic 
doctrine of the rapture has been developed until recently should not surprise us.   
 
Furthermore, systematic theology, or the establishing of Christian doctrine, is usually formed when the church 
faces a controversy. In the early years, the church had to answer to the question on the nature of Jesus Christ. 
Was He God, was He human, or was He both? Out of these discussions came the great doctrinal statements 
of the church. It took the denial of Jesus’ Deity to force the church to form doctrinal statements which 
acknowledged whom He truly is. 
 
Likewise we find the same thing with the doctrine of justification by faith. It was only when this doctrine 
became a source of controversy in the Reformation period do we have systematic statements about it from 
believers. Until then, there was no reason to systematize this belief.  
 
In the same manner, until the issue of the Second Coming of Christ and the rapture of the church became a 
major point of contention, there was relatively little discussion about it. Thus, it was not until the nineteenth 
century that these issues began to be seriously debated among Bible-believers. From that time, until the present, 
this issue has been a topic of discussion and debate. Previously it was not. 
 
Thus, the fact that the doctrine of Pretribulationism has continued to develop in detail over the past two 
hundred years does not prove the doctrine is something new or that it is contrary to the teaching of the New 
Testament. Indeed, it has developed in a similar manner to that of other major doctrines in the history of the 
church. 
 
The Real Issue: What Does The Bible Say? 
 
Third, and most important, there is only one real issue in this question as to the timing of the rapture: what 
does the Bible teach? The issue is not what certain Christians after the time of the apostles believed or did not 
believe about this matter. Church history cannot solve this problem. At best, any contribution which church 
leaders and theologians can make to this question is only secondary.  
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Therefore, this objection to the Pre-Tribulation rapture theory is without merit. Again, the question we must 
answer is this: what does the Bible say about this topic?  
 
Objection 2: Why Spend So Much Time Warning The Church Of Judgments They Will Never 

Experience (Revelation 6-19) 
 
If the church will never experience the judgments of Revelation 6-19, as the Pre-Tribulational rapture position 
holds, then why does the Book of Revelation address the church? Why spend so much time and space 
explaining events they will never see? It makes more sense to understand these chapters as speaking of a time 
when the church will still be upon the earth.  
 
Pretribulational Response 
 
The Book of Revelation does a number of things. For one thing it unveils the future. It tells us God’s plan for 
the present earth as well as for the new heavens and new earth. We know what is going to occur because the 
Bible tells us so. 
 
In addition, the Book of Revelation completes the unveiling of the plan of God to the human race. Paradise 
lost in the Garden of Eden finds paradise restored in the Book of Revelation. In doing all of this, it gives the 
church hope for the future.  
 
Thus, God designed this final book of Scripture for various reasons. Believers are to know what is going to 
occur in the future and thus conduct their lives in light of these coming events. The fact that a number of 
chapters reveal what will happen when the church is not on the earth is not relevant to the question of the 
timing of the rapture. 
 
Objection 3: There Is Only One Second Coming Of Christ: Pretribulationism Has Two Comings 

Of Christ And Three Resurrections 
 
One of the complaints against the Pre-Tribulation doctrine is that it multiplies the comings of Christ and the 
number of resurrections. Indeed, Pre-Tribulationism says there are two comings of Christ: one “secretly” for 
believers only and one publicly for the entire world.   
 
Furthermore, Pre-Tribulationism says that there will be three separate resurrections of the dead. This seems 
too complicated. The simplest way to understand this matter is to have one coming of Christ and one general 
resurrection. Indeed the simplest solution is usually the best. 
 
Pretribulational Response 
 
This objection should not hold any weight. For one thing, every position on the timing of the rapture recognizes 
that the coming of Jesus Christ will be in two parts. First, there is Jesus coming in the clouds to meet the church 
and then His coming to the earth as the Judge. At His return Christ will conquer His enemies and set up His 
kingdom. There is no debating this. However, here is the question which needs answering: are these two events 
occurring at the same time or is there some interval between the time Christ comes for the church and comes 
back to the earth? 
 
The simplest answer to this question may not be the right answer.  Indeed, using this same logic it could be 
argued that the Old Testament only speaks of one coming of Christ. Obviously, that would be the simplest way 
of looking at the passages which speak of His coming.  Yet we know there are two coming of Christ and that 
the Scripture predicted these two comings.  
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Consequently, there is nothing impossible, or against Scripture, about the idea that there are two future comings 
of Christ and three separate resurrections. Everyone admits the rapture is not the same thing as the Second 
Coming.  
 
So we again state the question: is there an interval between the two phases of the coming of Christ? If so, then 
how long is the interval? This issue must be decided on the evidence alone not on the supposition that we must 
look for the simplest answer. 
 
Objection 4: Christians Are To Be On The Alert For The Day Of The Lord 
 
Paul wrote to the Thessalonian Christians that they were to be alert for the coming Day of the Lord. He put it 
this way: 
 

For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. . . . So then, let us not 
be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober (1 Thessalonians 5:2,6 NIV). 

 
The Thessalonians were told to remain awake so that the Day of the Lord does not overtake them. However, 
the Pretribulational view says believers will be removed from the earth before the Day of the Lord occurs. Why 
should they have to remain awake for something they would never experience? The fact that they are told to 
be alert for the coming Day of the Lord seems to indicate they would participate in it. 
 
Pretribulational Response 
 
The fact that Paul may have warned the Thessalonians to remain awake and alert in light of the coming Day of 
the Lord does not mean they will personally experience this period any more than Peter assumed his readers 
would experience the end of the Millennium when he told them to live in light of it. We read Peter saying the 
following: 
 

The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some consider slowness. Rather, He is being patient toward 
you—not wanting anyone to perish, but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will melt and disintegrate, 
and the earth and everything done on it shall be exposed. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people should you be? Live your lives in holiness and godliness, looking for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God. In that day the heavens will be dissolved by fire, and the elements will melt 
in the intense heat. But in keeping with His promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:9-13 TLV). 

 
The context in Peter’s letter speaks of a time when the Lord creates a new heaven and new earth. This is at the 
end of the Millennium; the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ upon the earth. Peter told his readers to live in 
light of that coming era. However, it is a time they will never personally experience while living on earth in these 
bodies. 
 
Thus, the idea behind Paul’s encouragement to the Thessalonians is to live in a godly manner in this world with 
the knowledge that the Lord will one day judge unbelievers. The timing of the rapture is not what he is 
addressing 
 
In addition, there are those commentators who do not believe this passage in First Thessalonians was a warning 
for believers about the Day of the Lord. The warning was to be spiritually awake and sober in this age because 
we never know what trouble may overtake us. It is not connected to what Paul previously said about the Day 
of the Lord a few verses earlier. 
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Whatever the case may be, this passage is certainly not a warning for believers to prepare for the problems 
associated with the Day of the Lord because they will be experiencing this difficult period.  
 
Thus, it would be fair to conclude that there is no evidence in this passage of a Post-Tribulational rapture. 
 
Objection 5: There Is No Mention Of The Church In Heaven In Revelation 4-18 
 
One of the main arguments Pretribulationists use is the lack of mention of the church upon the earth during 
the great tribulation period. In Revelation 4-18, where the tribulation is described, we do not find the term 
“church” used for those believers who are upon the earth.  
 
However, while it is true that the Greek word for church is not specifically mentioned in Revelation 4-18 in 
describing those living upon the earth, there is no specific mention of the “church” in heaven at that time 
either! The church is not mentioned at all. 
 
In point of fact, it is not relevant that the Greek word for church is found in the first three chapters of 
Revelation and then not found again until chapter twenty. In the first three chapters the Greek term for church 
ecclesia is only used of local congregations; it is never used of all the believers in Jesus.  
 
Thus, one can rightly say that the term “church” is never used in the Book of Revelation for the entire body of 
Christ with one exception; in Revelation 22:16 when the plural form of the word is used. Even this usage may 
only refer to the seven churches mentioned in the Book of Revelation and not to all believers in Jesus Christ. 
 
Thus, the absence of the word in chapters 4-18 should not surprise us because this specific term is not ever 
used in the Book of Revelation for all Christians. Thus, the argument that the church has been taken up into 
heaven during this period is not supported by the lack of mention of this term in the chapters describing the 
great tribulation. 
 
Pretribulational Response 
 
There are several ways in which those who hold to the Pretribulational rapture position respond to this.  
 
First, it is argued that while the specific word “church” is not used in these chapters the church is pictured as 
being in heaven in Revelation 4-18 when the great tribulation is taking place upon the earth.  
 
There are twelve references to the twenty-four elders, beginning in Revelation chapter 4. These elders are 
believed by many to be representative of the church. If so, then we have evidence of the church in heaven 
during the time the great tribulation occurs upon the earth. 
 
Furthermore, in Revelation 18:20, we have the following statement which gives seems to give evidence of 
believers in heaven during the great tribulation: 
 

Rejoice over her, you heavens! Rejoice, you people of God! Rejoice, apostles and prophets! For God has 
judged her with the judgment she imposed on you (Revelation 18:20 NIV). 

 
People of God, apostles and prophets, are all a reference to the church. These individuals are seemingly 
addressed in heaven before the return of Christ to the earth. This shows the church is mentioned in heaven in 
these chapters though not with the specific word “church.” 
 
Then there is the matter of certain terms or concepts which are normally associated with the church. When we 
examine the description of the great tribulation period, we find these words and concepts missing from these 
chapters.  
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Words such as grace, Father, Holy Spirit, mercy, truth, faith, hope, love, peace, believe, comfort and good are 
all missing. If the church is on the earth during this time, then why don’t we find these words or concepts ever 
used in these chapters? There has to be some reason for these omissions. The best answer would seem to be 
that the church is not on the earth at this time. Thus, it is not necessary to use the words and concepts associated 
with the church.  
 
Israel Is Highlighted In These Chapters 
 
We again stress that while the church is noticeably missing from Revelation 4-18, the nation of Israel is 
highlighted during this period. Indeed, we find the 144,000 from Israel emphasized in Revelation chapter seven. 
We are told that they are distinct individuals who become witnesses for the Lord; twelve thousand men from 
each of the twelve tribes. Israel moves to center-stage at this time. 
 
Indeed, we find that the satanic attacks in the great tribulation period are against Israel as a nation, not the 
church! It is the “Jews” which are specifically said to be persecuted during this period, never the church. We 
read in the Book of Revelation: 
 

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown 
of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth 
(Revelation 12:1-2 NIV). 

 
Later it says: 
 

She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” And her child was 
snatched up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by 
God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days (Revelation 12:5-6 NIV). 

 
The woman gives birth to a male child who will rule the nations. The male child is a reference to Jesus Christ. 
This same woman then suffers persecution during the great tribulation period. The description of the woman 
is a description of Israel, not the church. Indeed, Israel brought forth Christ and Christ, in turn, brought forth 
the New Testament church. The church did not bring forth Him.  
 
In fact, during the great tribulation, we are told that the devil himself specifically targets Israel for his attacks. 
For example, we read of how the serpent, the devil, attempts to destroy the woman after he has been cast out 
of heaven. Scripture speaks of the following scenario:  
 

Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the 
devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short. When the dragon 
saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 
The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in 
the wilderness, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s 
reach. Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her 
away with the torrent.  But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that 
the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to 
make war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony 
about Jesus (Revelation 12:12-17 NIV). 

 
Israel is supernaturally protected by the Lord from the attempted destruction by the devil. Again, we must not 
miss the fact that the nation Israel is targeted.    
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The Believing Remnant 
 
There is also a believing remnant during the period of the great tribulation which is made up of both Jews and 
Gentiles. They are called the people of God. We read about this in Revelation:  
 

This requires the steadfast endurance of the saints—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to 
their faith in Jesus (Revelation 14:12 NET). 

 
Later, we see the people of God being urged to come out from among the evil people of the earth: 
 

Then I heard another voice from heaven say: Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her 
sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues (Revelation 18:4 NIV). 

 
Again, we find no specific reference to the church on earth in this entire section dealing with the great tribulation. 
The people of God are those Jews and Gentiles who have put their faith in Jesus Christ after the church has 
been removed. They, along with the nation of Israel, are the targets of persecution. 
  
Since there is no specific mention of the church in these chapters the logical implication is that the church is 
no longer upon the earth during this period of judgment. 
 
Objection 6: The Final Antichrist Must Come First 
 
Another common objection to a Pre-Tribulation rapture concerns Paul’s statement that the final Antichrist 
must arrive before the day of the Lord:  
 

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and 
sisters, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy 
or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone 
deceive you in any way, for [that day will not come] until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the man doomed to destruction (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 NIV). 

 
Until the “man of lawlessness” arrives, who is the final Antichrist, the Lord cannot return. This seems to 
indicate that the church will see this coming “man of sin.” 
 
Pretribulation Response 
 
Some in Thessalonica were afraid that they may have already entered the great tribulation. To correct this 
misunderstanding Paul told them the final Antichrist must first be revealed before this intensive time of trouble 
occurs. In other words, they could not be experiencing this awful period because the man of sin has not yet 
been revealed. 
 
The Man Of Sin Is Being Held Back 
 
The Apostle Paul then states that this coming “man of sin” is being “held back,” or restrained, until something 
or someone is removed from the world:   
 

For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to 
do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will 
overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming (2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 
NIV). 
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In fact, this final Antichrist cannot be revealed until the restrainer has been taken out of the way. Who or what 
is restraining Antichrist? The best answer as to the identity of the restrainer is the indwelling Holy Spirit at work 
through the lives of Christians. Only God Himself has the power to restrain this “man of sin.” Once the 
Christians are removed, through the rapture of the church, then the final Antichrist can be revealed. 
Consequently, rather than being a passage which contradicts a Pre-Tribulation rapture it actually strongly 
supports it. 
 
To sum up, before the final Antichrist can arrive on the scene the power which is restraining Him must be 
removed. This is best understood as the supernatural power of God the Holy Spirit working in the lives of the 
believers, the New Testament church. 
 
Believers Will Be Delivered From The Wrath 
 
There is something else. After Paul writes about this judgment of the future man of sin, as well as the judgment 
of his followers (verses 11-12) he then gives thanks to God for “salvation” or “deliverance.” He put it this way:  
 

But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you 
from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. (2 Thessalonians 
2:13 NET). 

 
What salvation or deliverance does Paul have in mind? The immediate context would suggest that the salvation 
Paul is writing about is the same promise of deliverance from the persecution and worldwide judgments that 
will take place during the Day of the Lord, the rapture. 
 
This is consistent with what Paul had written in his previous letter to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 4:18, 
1 Thessalonians 5:9) where he was also addressing the subject of deliverance from the judgments of the Day of 
the Lord. God made it clear that He has not appointed His people, the Christians, to wrath but rather to 
deliverance or salvation.  
 
To sum up, this passage in Second Thessalonians gives far more evidence of a Pre-Tribulation rapture than one 
which would take place after the “man of sin” arrives on the scene. 
 
Objection 7: Why Is The Church Removed From The Time Of Wrath But The 144,000 And 

Tribulation Saints Are Not? 
 

It is often contended that the church must be removed from the earth before the time of God’s wrath because 
God has not appointed His people to experience His judgment but rather deliverance.  
 
However, everyone admits that during the great tribulation there will be believers upon the earth, the Jewish 
remnant and the tribulation saints. If God does not remove them from this time period, then why should He 
remove the church?  
 
Why remove one set of believers but allow another group to suffer His wrath? This seems to take away one of 
the strongest arguments for the Pre-Tribulation rapture. 
 
Response 
 
This is a fair question and it can be answered a number of ways. The simple answer to this is that God has 
made a sovereign decision to keep the Christians, the New Testament church, from His divine wrath. In fact, 
He has made a number of special promises to them. He has not made those same promises to those who become 
believers during the great tribulation.  
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We need to keep something in mind. Those who are saved during the great tribulation are recipients of God’s 
amazing grace. Indeed, they had rejected Jesus Christ until the time of the rapture of the church. Yet, God, in 
His abundant mercy, will still allow them to believe in Christ though they will have to endure this difficult 
period.  
 
Some of those living during the tribulation period, such as the 144,000 will be protected from His judgments.  
However, this does not seem to be true for everyone.  
 
Thus, the fact that the church has received special promises from God does not mean that others have the 
same promise. They do not. 
 
The Objections Again Pre-Tribulationism Are Answerable 
 
This sums up some of the usual objections to the Pre-Tribulation rapture view as well as the responses given 
to these objections. As can be seen, none of these objections are fatal to the theory. Each objection can be 
explained in light of what the Pre-Tribulation theory teaches about the events surrounding the catching up of 
believers to meet the Lord.  
 
While these responses may not persuade everyone that the Pre-Tribulation theory is the best way to understand 
the question as to the timing of the rapture of the church, it should be noted that these answers are reasonable. 
Indeed, they do make sense. Whether or not one thinks they make the best sense is up to each person to decide.  
 
However, the Pre-Tribulation position does have sensible answers to all the objections brought up against the 
theory. In contrast, all of the other theories have problems which are seemingly insurmountable.  
 
Summary To Question 19  
What Are Some Of The Major Objections To The Pre-Trib Rapture Position?  
How Are They To Be Answered? 
 
The belief that the church will be taken out of the world some seven years before the coming of Jesus Christ 
to the earth, the pre-tribulation rapture, is a doctrine shared by many. However, there have been a number of 
objections to it. These objections are met with reasoned responses. The objections and responses can be 
summarized as follows. 
 
Pre-tribulationism is said to be new belief among Christians. In fact, its history can only be traced as far back 
as about 1812. Before that time, there was no idea of pre-tribulation rapture. This being the case, the doctrine 
should be suspect. 
 
Those who hold the pre-tribulation view do not accept this objection as valid. For one thing, there is evidence 
that the idea of a rapture occurring before the tribulation was held by some people before the nineteenth 
century.  
 
Indeed, the writings of fourth century theologian Pseudo-Ephraim demonstrate that he believed an interval of 
time existed between the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Christ. Baptist pastor Morgan 
Edwards, writing in the eighteenth century, also concluded there would be an interval of time between the 
rapture and the beginning of the millennial reign of Christ. Therefore, this objection has no merit. 
 
Furthermore, the fact that we do not find detailed explanations of the pre-tribulation rapture until recently in 
the history of the church should not surprise us. For one thing, it takes time for the understanding of doctrines 
to develop. This is because Christian doctrine is usually put in systematic form only when controversies arise.   
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For example, the doctrine of the Trinity was clearly formulated in the fourth century when some denied that 
Jesus Christ is God Himself.  The church also had to work through the exact relationship between the human 
nature and the divine nature of Christ. This occurred at a time when some people were denying either the 
humanity or deity of Jesus.  
 
The fact is that the church did not face the problem of the timing of the rapture until the end of the 19th century. 
Before that time there was no real discussion about this issue among Bible-believers. This being the case we 
should not expect any detailed explanation of the rapture question in the ancient church.  
 
However, this is not really the issue. It does not matter what certain people in church history may or may not 
have believed about the doctrine of the translation or rapture of the church. The issue is what the Scripture 
teaches on the matter. 
 
There is also the question as to why the Book of Revelation, a book written for the church, devotes so much 
space to the Great Tribulation if the church will not be around for these events. This does not seem to make 
sense. It makes better sense to assume the church is still on the earth during this time and is experiencing the 
events listed. 
 
This objection is without merit. There are many reasons as to why the Book of Revelation has been composed. 
For one thing, it completes the revelation of God to the human race. In Genesis, the Lord told us how it all 
began. In the Book of Revelation, He is telling us how it will all end. In addition, it tells everyone, believer and 
unbeliever alike, what will occur in the future. The fact that the church may not be around to experience the 
judgments recorded in chapters six through nineteen is not really relevant to the question of the rapture.   
Another objection against pre-tribulationism concerns the coming of Christ and the doctrine of the resurrection 
of the dead. The pre-tribulation perspective claims there are two comings of Christ and the three of 
resurrections of the dead. However, the Bible only clearly speaks of one coming of Christ and one general 
resurrection. This seems to put the pre-tribulation view at odds with Scripture. 
 
The response of those holding pre-tribulation position is as follows. The issue is what the Bible says, not what 
we may think the Scripture should teach on this issue. We should not pre-determine ahead of time how many 
times Christ comes or how many times God raises the dead. These are all issues which He decides. Our job is 
to determine what He has said on the matter. When we look at the Scripture, we do find two comings of Christ 
and at least three times the dead are raised. Thus, there is no problem.  
 
Another objection against Pretribulationism is that the church is not promised to escape suffering, even an 
unprecedented time of suffering. If the church is to escape such a time, there must be clear statements to this 
effect in Scripture. It is contended that there are not.  The ones which hold the pre-tribulation view argue that 
the Great Tribulation is a unique time which calls for the removal of the church. They believe the unprecedented 
nature of the period warrants the church not being present.  
 
Furthermore, this period is a time when the Lord once again deals with the nation of Israel. Since Israel will be 
the main focus of the tribulation period, the church does not have to be present. We never find in Scripture 
where God is using both Israel and the New Testament church at the same time as His divine agents.  
 
There is the objection that Paul encourages the church at Thessalonica to prepare for the Day of the Lord. Why 
is this so if they are not going to be around during this period because of the rapture of the church? Why 
prepare for something they would never experience? 
 
The fact that these believers were told to live in the light of the Day of the Lord should not surprise us. Peter 
exhorted his readers to live in light of the new heavens and new earth. This would not be realized until the end 
of the millennium! Thus, the fact that these people were to live in light of future events, even those they would 
not experience, is really not an issue. Each and every generation of Christians needs to live in light of eternity.  
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Those opposing the pretribulation rapture position note that there is no mention of the church in heaven in 
Revelation 4-19. Why is this so, if the church is in heaven during this time? 
 
The pre-tribulation response says that there is evidence the church is in heaven during this time of judgment 
upon the earth. The twenty-four elders, spoken of a dozen times in the Book of Revelation, are worshipping 
the Lord in heaven. Many believe they are representative of the church.  
 
There is also a reference to saints, apostles, and prophets in heaven during this period. Thus, there is evidence 
the church is in heaven during this time.  
 
Furthermore, the emphasis during the Great Tribulation period, Revelation 6-19, is on the nation of Israel. 
Israel once again is highlighted. We find 144,000 men from Israel are supernaturally protected during this period 
to preach the message of Jesus.  
 
We also discover that the devil specifically targets the nation of Israel for destruction. There is no mention of 
him targeting the church. The fact that Israel is in the spotlight and the church is not mentioned provides 
further proof that the church is not present during this Great Tribulation period. 
 
These are the major objections which are usually brought against the pre-tribulation rapture as well as the typical 
responses to these objections. It is clear that each of these objections has reasonable answers to them. While 
these answers may not convince everyone, the answers do present a consistent explanation of what will occur 
in the future with respect to the timing of the rapture of the church. 
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Question 20  
 

Is There Anything Which Must Take Place Before  
The Rapture Of The Church Occurs? 

 
This is an often-asked question. Should we expect to see any visible sign before the rapture of the church takes 
place? Or can the rapture occur at any moment without a sign? What does the Bible say about this topic?  
 
The Pre-Tribulation Position: The Rapture Is A Sign Less Event 
 
If the rapture of the church will happen before the great tribulation, as the Pre-Tribulation rapture position 
holds, then there are no signs before it must occur. Thus, it could happen at any time. The rapture is the next 
predicted event which will take place before the final countdown to the seven-year period leading up to the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Nothing must occur on the prophetic calendar before the catching up of the 
church into heaven. In other words, Christ could come for us today!  
 
This is why we must be constantly watching and waiting because none of us knows the exact moment in which 
it will occur. 
 
All Other Views: There Will Be Many Signs 
 
Those which do not accept the Pre-Tribulation rapture position believe that there will be signs preceding this 
event. Indeed, every other theory of the rapture holds that a number of years must pass before the church is 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. We can make the following observations. 
 
Mid-Tribulationism: Three-And One-Half Years Of Signs  
 
The Mid-Tribulation rapture position says the rapture of the church will be at least three-and one-half years 
away. Believers must endure the first three-and one-half years of the final seven-year period, the seventieth 
week of Daniel. Jesus Christ then comes for His church midway through the last seven-year period. 
Consequently, we should not look for His coming at “any moment.” 
 
Pre-Wrath Rapture:  Five-And One-Half Years Of Signs  
 
The Pre-Wrath rapture states that the rapture cannot occur for at least five- and one-half years. It is not until 
the seventieth week of Daniel, the final seven years, is three quarters over that the New Testament church, the 
Christians, will be taken out of the world. Before that time, believers will see a number of end-time events 
which are predicted in Scripture. 
 
Post-Tribulationism:  Seven Years Of Signs  
 
Finally, the Post-Tribulation view says it will be at least seven years before the Lord Jesus comes for the church. 
All of the events of this great tribulation period will take place while the church is on the earth.  
 
Consequently, before the Lord returns for the Christians the world must experience the coming of the man of 
sin, the final Antichrist, and the various dreadful events which will follow his coming. This includes persecution 
and martyrdom of believers on a huge scale.  
 
These are the events which must take place before the church is removed from the earth according to all the 
main rapture views except the Pre-Tribulation position. Only the Pre-Trib view says the rapture can occur at 
any time and we strongly believe that this is the view that best fits “all the evidence.” 
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Summary To Question 20    
Is There Anything Which Must Take Place Before The Rapture Of The Church Occurs? 

 
The Bible teaches that the rapture of the church will occur at some time in the future. The question comes up 
as to whether there are any signs we are to look for before this event takes place. Christians are divided on this 
issue. 
 
Those of us who hold to a pre-tribulation rapture believe that the rapture of the church is a signless event. In 
other words, no predicted event necessarily needs to take place before it occurs. Thus, it could occur at any 
time. The blessed hope is that believers could be caught up at “any moment” to meet the Lord. This is what 
the Scriptures teach with respect to the rapture. Consequently, Christians always need to be ready to meet their 
Lord! 
 
All of the other theories of the timing of the rapture, mid-tribulation view, pre-wrath, and post-tribulation 
theory, have some type of interval between the beginning of the Great Tribulation and the rapture of the 
church. Mid-tribulationism says there will be three-and one-half years, pre-wrath, at least five and one half years, 
and post-tribulationism, seven years. 
 
Therefore, a number of things would have to happen before the church, the true believers in Jesus, could be 
removed from the world. This includes the rise of the man of sin, the antichrist, war on a global scale, and 
horrific persecution of believers which will lead to untold suffering and death. These theories do not find 
believers escaping any of these horrors.  
 
Thus, there are many signs, or events, which of necessity must take place before Christ returns according to all 
theories of the timing of the rapture except the pre-tribulation view.  
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Question 21 
 

How Should Believers Conduct Their Lives In View  
Of A Pre-Tribulation Rapture? 

 
We have looked in detail at the subject of the rapture of the church. Many truths were discovered. Thus, we 
now come to a crucial question, which we have already briefly touched on, “Does it make a practical difference 
as to what view we hold?” The answer is, “Yes.” Indeed, it will make a huge difference if we believe we could 
meet the Lord at any time as opposed to having to be around for the unprecedented events which are recorded 
in the Book of Revelation. 
 
The Practical Benefits Of Believing In A Pre-Tribulation Rapture 
 
Those who believe that the Scripture teaches that the rapture will occur before the seventieth week of Daniel, 
or the last seven years before Jesus Christ returns, assert that there are a number of practical benefits of this 
perspective. They include the following. 
 
1. We Must Always Be Ready 
 
One immediate benefit of believing the Lord can come at any time for the church is the readiness factor. If we 
believe that Jesus Christ can come for us at any moment, then there is always the need to be ready. Indeed, 
there will be a certain urgency about things which we do in this life because nobody knows the exact time of 
the rapture. It could happen today! 
 
This same urgency would not apply if we thought the rapture was three- and one-half years away, five-and one-
half years away or seven years away. The urgency, from the Pre-Tribulation perspective causes us to live our 
lives with the idea that today may be our last day upon the earth.  
 
In addition, Jesus warned about those who say that the Lord’s coming is “delayed.” We read Him saying the 
following: 
 

But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ and he then 
begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come 
on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of (Matthew 24:48-50 NIV). 

 
Therefore, we always need to be spiritually awake because the Lord may come at any time for His church. 
 
2. There Will Be Urgency In Our Evangelism 
 
The fact that we believe Jesus Christ could come at any moment also affects the way we evangelize the lost. 
Knowing the possibility that the true church, the believers in Christ, may not be around tomorrow to tell others 
about Him causes us to act with an intensity we may not have had if we thought His coming was delayed.  
In other words, we will not put off things which we need to do. We will do them because if we delay, we may 
never have the chance. 
 
3. There Will Be A Zeal For Missions 
 
If one believes Jesus Christ could come at any moment, this should give believers a tremendous desire to 
support world missions. Again, there is this urgency about getting the message of Christ to a lost world. Before 
the judgments of the great tribulation begin, the world needs to know that Jesus Christ has come once and that 
He is coming again.  
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4. There Will Be Excitement As We See The Stage Being Set For Christ’s Coming 
 
There is also excitement in the Pre-Tribulation position. As we look at current events and see the way the world 
is being readied for the Second Coming of Christ, we find that the stage is being set for His return to the earth.  
 
If we believe the rapture of the church will take place some seven years before Christ returns to the earth in 
judgment, then the signs of that return, at least seven years from now, make things all the more exciting. Again 
we repeat, the rapture could happen today! All of these things are natural or logical results of expecting the 
Lord to come at any moment. 
 
Summary To Question 21   
How Should Believers Conduct Their Lives In View Of A Pre-Tribulation Rapture? 
 
It does make a difference as to when we think the rapture of the church will occur. Indeed, our view of the 
events which the Bible says will come upon the earth will make a big difference with how we live. Those who 
hold the pre-tribulation rapture view contend that there are a number of practical benefits of believing that 
Christ could return at any moment.   
 
First, we will always have the need to be ready. Indeed, if Christ could return at any time, then we should have 
our lives in order. While this should be case whether or not we believe the Lord could return at any time, 
because we don’t know how long we will have on the earth, there is a special urgency about how we conduct 
our lives.  
 
There will also a real urgency about our personal evangelism of the lost. If we believe our time may be short, 
then we will redouble our efforts to preach the gospel to these people whom the Lord has placed in our lives. 
Since we cannot be certain we will be around tomorrow to reach these people, we will make an effort to reach 
them today.  
 
World missions will get a boost from believers if we suppose Christ could come for His church at any moment. 
The lost people of this world need to hear about Jesus’ claims from those who know Him. However, once the 
believers are taken up to meet the Lord in the air there will be a time when they will not personally hear from 
those who have trusted Christ.  
 
Indeed, though there will be people who become believers in the Great Tribulation period, there will not be 
anyone who has developed spiritual maturity through years of knowing the Lord. All believers during that time 
will be new believers. Yet before the rapture happens, people can hear firsthand from those who have a lifetime 
of personal experiences with the Lord. This will not be true after the rapture takes place. 
 
The pre-tribulation view also lends itself to excitement about the days in which we live. Current events are 
understood in the light of what Scripture predicts is to come. While some people may read too much into 
current happenings this should not cause us to ignore what is going on. If the stage is being set regarding the 
Second Coming of Christ, then the rapture, which occurs some seven years before, may not be far off. Indeed, 
He may be coming for us today!  
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Question 22 
 

Can Anyone Know The Exact Date  
When The Rapture Will Take Place? (Date-Setting) 

 
The rapture of the church is a coming event. At some time in the future, the Lord Jesus will descend from 
heaven and gather all who have believed in Him, the living and the dead, unto Himself. This is something which 
Christians are looking forward to taking place. Indeed, it is our “blessed hope.” 
 
This being the case, the question arises as to the possibility of knowing when this will occur. Is there any 
indication in Scripture that humans can know the exact date and time of the rapture of the church? Has God 
revealed that information?  
 
A number of points are necessary to understand when answering this important question. They include the 
following. 
 
1. We Cannot Know The Answer As To When Jesus Will Return For Believers 
 
The Bible is clear that nobody on the earth can know the answer to this particular question. This comes from 
the words of Jesus as well as those of the Apostle Paul. 
 
Jesus Said We Cannot Know 
 
Jesus made it clear that the timing of His return for the believers has not been revealed to the human race.  The 
Lord urged us to be ready because we do not know the time He will come. Matthew records Jesus saying the 
following: 
 

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come (Matthew 24:42 NIV) 
 
Elsewhere Jesus said His coming will be at a time when people are not expecting it.  Again, we read Matthew 
recording Jesus saying: 
 

So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him 
(Matthew 24:44 NET). 

 
In another place, Jesus specifically says that we do not know the day or the hour of His return. Matthew records 
Him saying: 
 

Therefore stay alert, because you do not know the day or the hour (Matthew 25:13 NET). 
 
After His resurrection from the dead Jesus again emphasized these things are not ours to know. We read the 
following in the Book of Acts: 
 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:6-8 NIV). 

 
These passages which record the words of Jesus should make it clear that such knowledge about the timing of 
the Lord’s coming for the believers “in Christ” has not been given to us. 
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Paul Said We Cannot Know 
  
The Apostle Paul also emphasized that we cannot know the day or the hour when the Lord comes for the 
church: 
 

Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night (1 Thessalonians 5:1,2 NIV). 

 
Therefore, we have the New Testament consistently teaching that the exact time of the Lord’s coming is not 
something which God has allowed us to know. 
 
2. Jesus Himself Did Not Know The Answer To This Question While Here On Earth 
 
It should be obvious that we cannot know the time the Lord will return for His church. Indeed, we are told 
that Jesus said He didn’t know the exact time He would come back! Matthew records Jesus saying the following 
about His coming: 
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father 
(Matthew 24:36 NIV). 

 
Jesus said the day and hour was known by God the Father alone. If while on earth, the God-man, Jesus Christ, 
did not know the day or the hour of His return, then there is no reason to suppose that we can know what He 
did not know. 
 
3. Has God Told Us The Answer Since The Time Jesus Ascended Into Heaven?  
 
Some may argue that God has revealed truths to us about the timing of Jesus’ return after He ascended into 
heaven. Therefore, we can know the exact time when He will return and take the believers to be with Him in 
“His Father’s house.” In other words, once Jesus left the earth and returned to heaven, God then revealed 
enough information so we can set certain dates.  
 
To support this idea, there is a passage in the Book of Daniel which speaks of the increase of knowledge in the 
“last days:  

 
But you, Daniel, close up these words and seal the book until the time of the end. Many will dash about, 
and knowledge will increase (Daniel 12:4 NET). 

 
In the last days knowledge shall increase. This has to do with knowledge of how to interpret the Book of Daniel. 
The Book of Daniel will more fully be understood at the time of the end. That time is now. 
 
Thus, while the early church did not know the day or hour of His coming, those living in the last times will be 
able to calculate it because of our increase in knowledge of the Book of Daniel. 
 
There is also a statement of Jesus which is used to support this idea. Luke records Him saying the following: 
 

But when these things begin to happen, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near (Luke 21:28 NET). 

 
Again, this could be understood to mean those living at the last times will know when the end is about to occur. 
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Response 
 
While it is true that the Lord has given us further understanding with respect to the coming again of Christ 
there is nothing that specifically tells us when this will occur. We do have more information to correctly interpret 
prophetic matters. However, this does not mean that the day and the hour of the rapture of the church have 
been revealed to us. They have not. 
 
In addition, we should note that Jesus’ statement commanded the believers to watch. However, they were never 
told to set dates for His coming! 
 
Thus, if Jesus did not know the time of His return and God hasn’t revealed the exact date and time of the 
rapture of the church since Jesus was on the earth, then we cannot know. 
 
4. We Cannot Know So We Should Not Speculate 
 
This brings us to our last point which cannot be overemphasized. Since we cannot know the exact time the 
rapture of the church will take place there is no room for speculation.  
 
Unhappily history affords us with a number of examples of people who believe they knew the precise time of 
the Lord’s return to the earth. Whether it be through some special revelation they thought they received, or 
from some calculations made from Scripture, they publicly stated what they believed would be the time of the 
coming of Christ for His own. 
 
Obviously, all of them have been wrong. Accordingly, from Scripture we can conclude that we cannot know 
when Jesus Christ will return for His church.  
 
Furthermore, we should not speculate about the timing of this event. Anyone who claims to know or engages 
in speculation is acting contrary to the direct teachings of the Bible; no matter how sincere the motives may be. 
 
Summary To Question 22   
Can Anyone Know The Exact Date When The Rapture Will Take Place? (Date-Setting) 
 
One of the things which every believer would like to know would be the exact time the rapture of the church 
takes place. Can we know? Is it possible to discover the exact day and hour of the Lord’s return for His church 
at the rapture? 
 
The Bible says it is not possible to know. Scripture gives no indication that humans can have the answer to this 
question.   
 
Jesus made it clear that nobody knows the time of His coming. In fact, He did not even know when this would 
occur while He was here upon the earth! 
 
Some argue that since the time Jesus was on the earth God has subsequently revealed this truth to His people. 
Now that the Scriptures are complete there is enough information to calculate the time. Furthermore, we have 
a specific statement in the Book of Daniel which says that this book will be understood by those at the time of 
the end. Since we are now at the time of the end, we should be able to calculate these truths which were hidden 
from believers of an earlier time. 
 
However, this is not the case. While we do have much more knowledge to be able to correctly interpret coming 
prophetic events this does not include the day and hour when Christ will return for His church. That particular 
prophetic truth has not been revealed to us. 
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Given these above facts, we should not ever attempt to speculate as to when we think the Lord will return. 
Indeed, since Scripture says we do not know the answer to this question, and that we cannot know the answer, 
we should not engage in wild speculation about something which God has not revealed.  
 
Those who have claimed to know the date and time of Christ’s coming in the past, whether from some special 
revelation they have claimed to receive, or from some calculations they have made from Scripture because of 
increase of prophetic knowledge, have all be wrong in their claims.  
 
Therefore, what we can know for certain is that when someone claims to have knowledge of the timing of the 
rapture of the church, they are wrong in their claims and they are contradicting what Scripture itself says about 
this issue. Consequently we should never take their claims seriously.  
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Question 23 
 

What Will Happen To Babies, Young Children,  
And The Mentally Challenged When The Rapture Occurs? 

 
When the rapture of the church transpires all those who have believed in Jesus Christ will be caught up to meet 
Him in the clouds. The dead in Christ will be raised first and then the living believers will join them. There is 
no doubt about this.  
 
However, there is some question as to what will happen to babies and younger children. What will be their fate 
when the rapture takes place? Also, there is also the question about those whose mental capacity has not 
progressed past that of an infant or a young child. Thus, when we answer the question as to the destiny of 
children, we will also be referring to those whose mental ability did not develop beyond that of a child. 
 
Will they be taken with the believing adults or will they be left behind? Does the Bible make a distinction 
between what will occur with the children of believers as opposed to the children of unbelievers? What does 
the Scripture have to say about this?  
 
Christians have come up with the following options. 
 
Option 1:  It Is A Non-Issue With A Post-Trib Rapture 
 
If the rapture of the church happens at the end of the great tribulation, when Jesus Christ is returning to the 
earth, then this is really a non-issue. Christ returns at the same time as the rapture. He destroys His enemies 
and then judges those who remain. There is no significant interval of time when believing parents who are 
raptured could possibly be separated from their children.  
 
However, if there is an interval of time between the rapture and the Second Coming then the remaining options 
are as follows. 
 
Option 2:  All Children Will Be Taken In The Rapture 
 
There are those who think that all children will be gathered up with the living believers when they meet the 
Lord in the air. Many people hold to this position. They assume that when babies and young children die, they 
will automatically go to meet the Lord. Since this is the case, the Lord would not allow babies and younger 
children to suffer the unprecedented horrors of the great tribulation.  
 
However, these are two different issues. One has to do with the eternal destiny of those who die in infancy 
while the other has to do with babies and children living through a difficult period of time upon the earth.  
 
Furthermore, there is no indication in Scripture that this is what will happen to all children. 
 
Option 3:  No Children Will Be Taken In The Rapture 

 
Others take the opposite approach. They feel that no children will be taken in the rapture because this event is 
limited to those who have personally believed in Jesus Christ. By definition, babies and small children are not 
able to do this.  
 
We have a number of biblical precedents for this. At the flood of Noah the children of the wicked were left to 
perish in the flood; they were not spared the judgment because of their age. At the city of Sodom only Lot, his 
wife, and daughters were spared the judgment. None of the children of the wicked sodomites were spared.  
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When Israel destroyed the cities of Canaan, God commanded them to kill everyone. Again, nobody was spared 
from this judgment of the Lord. 
 
However there is a huge problem with this position. The unbelieving parents would still be around to take care 
of their children but there would be nobody to take care of the children of believers if all children were left 
behind. A better answer needs to be found. 
 
Option 4:  Only Children Of Believers Will Be Taken In The Rapture 

 
A better idea says that only the children of believers will be gathered to meet the Lord at the rapture of the 
church. Indeed, it would be a very cruel thing to leave them behind to experience the horrors of the great 
tribulation as their Christian parents are being raptured. 
 
In addition, it would seem like a penalty for those Christians which were taken. They enter the joy of the Lord 
but their innocent children would be left to suffer, unattended, the judgments of the great tribulation. It is hard 
to imagine that this will happen.  
 
Consequently, it is assumed that children of believers will be caught away with their believing parents in the 
rapture of the church.  
 
Furthermore, there seems to be biblical evidence that this is what will occur. Paul wrote that the children of 
believers are sanctified, or set apart, for the Lord: 
 

For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been 
sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are 
holy (1 Corinthians 7:14 NIV). 

 
In some sense, the believers in the family, “sanctify” or set apart the other family members who are not 
believers. In this passage we note that the children are specifically said to be “holy” because of a believing family 
member. 
 
To many, this indicates that children of believers will be included with the adults when the rapture occurs.  
 
This appears to be the best way to understand the answer to this question as to the fate of children at the 
rapture. The children of believers will be taken up to meet the Lord but there is no such assurance for the 
children of unbelievers. 
 
Summary To Question 23   
What Will Happen To Babies And Young Children When The Rapture Occurs? 

 
The rapture of the church will take all true believers from the world. Scripture clearly teaches this. Unbelievers 
will be left behind. But what will be the destiny of the babies, young children and the mentally challenged? Will 
they also be left behind? What does the Bible say? The answer to this question is simple: the Bible does not say. 
We do not know what will happen to infants and small children when the rapture occurs because Scripture 
does not give us any information. This has led people to speculate as to what may happen to them, but we must 
remember that this is purely speculation on anyone’s part.  
 
If the rapture occurs at the time of the Second Coming of Christ, then this is a non-issue. Hence, we do not 
have to concern ourselves about children possibly living through the worst time of trouble that planet earth 
ever will experience. Christ would immediately set up His kingdom and judge the wicked. The children would 
not have to suffer the judgment of the great tribulation without their parents to look after them. If there is an 
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interval between the time of the rapture and the Second Coming, then this does become an issue. There are a 
number of possible scenarios.  
 
Some feel that all children will be caught up to meet the Lord. By virtue of the fact that they have not reached 
an age of accountability they will be removed to the earth so they do not have to experience the horrors of the 
great tribulation.  
 
Others take the opposite approach. They believe that no children will be taken in the rapture of the church. 
Since the translation of the church is the catching up of believers babies and very young children would not 
qualify.  
 
There is another approach which is a compromise between these two. It says that only children of believers 
will be raptured. Scripture says the believing parents set apart or sanctify their children. This is understood to 
mean that these particular children will be taken. In addition, there are a number of biblical accounts where 
children were not spared because of the sins of their parents. This would explain why children of unbelievers 
are not taken. To sum up, we are not told the answer to this question. This being the case we should leave the 
fate of these children in the hands of an all-knowing, all-loving God who has decided not to tell us what He is 
going to do in this matter. 
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Question 24 
 

What Final Observations And Conclusions Should We Make  
About The Subject Of The Rapture? 

 
We have attempted to touch upon the major issues with respect to the rapture of the church. As we have seen, 
it is a topic in which good Bible-believing Christians have come to different conclusions. There is no agreement 
as to the purpose of the rapture, the timing of the rapture, or who will be raptured. However, for a number of 
reasons, we have concluded that the Pre-Tribulation position best fits all the biblical facts. 
 
After looking at these issues from the various perspectives there are several observations and conclusions that 
we should make. They are as follows. 
 
1. We Should Not Ignore This Topic 
 
One thing which does stand out as we survey the issue of the rapture of the church is that we should not ignore 
this important topic. While the timing of the rapture is not the same as the gospel of Jesus Christ, our 
understanding of it has ramifications on how we will conduct our lives. Indeed, it will make a difference on 
how we go about our daily living as well as how we prepare for the future.  
 
If we believe that Christians will experience the horrors of the great tribulation period and the persecution and 
martyrdom surrounding it, then we will make the necessary preparations. If we are alive when this period takes 
place, then we must be ready for what will occur. 
 
However, if we come to the conviction that the New Testament church, the Christians, will escape this period 
through the rapture we will live in accordance with that belief since we have a different view of our future.  
 
Instead of looking for the judgments of the great tribulation we are looking for the “any moment” coming of 
Christ for the church. 
 
2. Some People May Not Come To Any Firm Conclusions 
 
After examining all the views with respect to the timing of the rapture, some people may not come away with 
any firm convictions as to when it will occur; they may not feel comfortable embracing any particular view at 
this time. There is certainly nothing wrong with this. Indeed some individuals may need more time to work 
through and reflect upon these issues before reaching a conclusion in their own mind.  
 
3. It Is Possible To Know Certain Things 
 
However, we also find that it is possible to know a number of things about the rapture of the church. While 
the timing may be disputed, other things about this event are plain for all to see. We know that Christ will 
return for believers and that once He takes us to Himself, we shall forever be with Him. This is the blessed 
hope which all Christians have.  
 
4. We Should Unify On The Things We All Agree 
 
This last point cannot be overemphasized. Until the time the Lord comes back there will be disagreements 
among Bible-believers as to this issue. This is a fact. However, we should not let this lack of agreement cloud 
more important issues; the things we do agree upon.  
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All Bible-believers are looking forward to the time when Jesus Christ returns, when He gives new bodies to 
believers, judges the living and the dead, and then sets up His everlasting kingdom. All of us, no matter what 
our position on the rapture of the church, have this hope. It is these areas which we should emphasize among 
ourselves; not the things we disagree upon.  
 
While it is certainly appropriate to discuss and debate the prophetic details contained in Scripture, we should 
never lose sight of the greater issues.  
 
We are one body in Jesus Christ and we should act as one. The greater goal of preaching the message of Christ 
to the world should always be foremost in our minds. We should never take our eyes off of this goal.  
 
The Apostle Paul stated it in this manner: 
 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3 NIV). 
 
We could not agree more! 
 
Summary To Question 24  
What Final Observations And Conclusions Should We Make About The Subject Of The Rapture? 
 
We have examined a number of issues with respect to the doctrine of the rapture, or the translation, of the 
church. After looking at this matter in some detail there are a number of observations and conclusions which 
we can make. They can be summed up as follows. 
 
To begin with, we realize that the rapture of the church is a significant doctrine though not the most important 
doctrine in Scripture. It does have ramifications as to how we will conduct our lives.  
 
For example, if we believe the church will experience the Great Tribulation period, then we will prepare our 
lives differently than if we believe the church will escape this period. Thus, we should not ignore this topic 
because it does have practical implications. Furthermore, we should not ignore it because it is taught in Scripture 
and all Scripture must be studied. 
 
As we have emphasized, each rapture position has its particular problems and questions which it must answer. 
Therefore, there is the possibility that some people may not come to any firm conclusions on this topic. After 
examining all of the evidence they may not feel comfortable with any of the stated positions. They will place 
this issue into the category of “undecided.” There is nothing wrong with coming to this position if a person 
truly cannot make up his or her mind.  
 
However, we again stress that it is possible to know certain things about this glorious coming event. Even if 
we cannot agree on the timing of it, we can rejoice in the great truth that someday the living believers will be 
taken up to meet the Lord in the air and forever be with Him. This is something which all true believers can 
agree upon. In sum, believers “in Christ” should unify around what we do know to be true and hold our views 
with grace and humility on those issues where brothers and sisters are divided. 
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 A Look At Some Contrasts Between The Rapture  
Of The Church And The Second Coming Of Christ 

 
The main passages for the rapture of the church are John 14:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 
15:51-58. The main passages for the Second Coming of Christ include Zechariah 14:1-21, Matthew 24:29-31, 
and Revelation 19. When we compare these passages, we find the following contrasts and differences. 
 
Rapture:  Jesus Comes For The Believers  
Second Coming: He Returns With The Believers 

 
At the rapture Jesus comes for His own (John 14:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). However, at the Second 
Coming, Jesus comes with His own (Revelation 19) 
 
Rapture: Jesus Meets Believers In The Air  
Second Coming: He  
Comes To The Earth With The Believers 
 
At the rapture Jesus meets believers in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17) while at His Second Coming He comes to 
the earth (Zechariah 14:4, Revelation 1:7, Acts 1:10-12) 

 
Rapture: Jesus Claims His Bride 
Second Coming: Jesus Returns With His Bride 
 
At the rapture Jesus claims His bride (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) while at the Second Coming Jesus returns with 
His bride (Revelation 19). 
 
Rapture: Only Believers See Him,  
Second Coming: Everyone Sees Him 
 
Only believers will see Him at the rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13).  However, at the Second Coming every eye 
will see Him (Revelation 1:7) 

 
Rapture: No Signs  
Second Coming: Signs Prior 
 
No signs precede the rapture while there are signs which occur prior to the Second Coming (Matthew 24:4-28, 
Revelation 19:11-21). 
 
Rapture: The Date Is Unknown  
Second Coming: The Date Will Be Known 

 
The rapture could happen at any moment (1 Thessalonians 5:2,6). Yet the Second Coming will be at a known 
date for those living at that time (Daniel 9:27,12:11). 
 
Rapture Passages: No Reference To Second Coming 
Second Coming Passages: No Clear Reference To Rapture 
 
Interestingly, when we look at the rapture passages there is nothing specifically said about the Second Coming 
in those particular contexts.  Likewise, in the Second Coming passages there is no indisputable reference to the 
rapture. 
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Rapture: Always Context Of Blessing  
Second Coming: Always A Context Of Judgment 
 
In the rapture passages the emphasis is on the blessings that the believers will receive. However, the Second 
Coming passages are set in a context of tribulation, wrath, and judgment. 
 
Rapture: Resurrection Of Church Saints  
Second Coming: No Resurrection Of Church Saints 
 
The passages on the rapture speak of the resurrection of those who have died in Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-58). However, no passage about the Second Coming mentions anything about the 
resurrection of church saints. 
 
These contrasts make it clear that we are dealing with two distinct events. The evidence also seems to demand 
that an interval of time must take place between the rapture of the church and the Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ.  
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