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The Unseen World: 
Volume 1:  

 
 
 

Angels: 
God’s Invisible Messengers 

 
 
The Bible speaks of the existence of a vast number of spirit-beings called 
angels. There is much superstition and ignorance surrounding these created 
beings. In this book we will take a look at what the Scripture says about the 
angels who remained faithful to the Lord; the good angels. Who are they? 
What do they do? How do we know they really exist? 
 
In the second volume of our series, we will consider the topics of evil 
angels, demons, and the occult. We will discover that not all angels are 
good. In fact, while some angels chose to worship and serve God, others 
rebelled. This has created two major divisions of angels. From Scripture, 
we discover that there is a highly organized angelic army which is our 
spiritual enemy. This includes the demons, who are fallen angels. 
 
The last book in our series will deal with the topic of Satan, the created 
spirit-being who became the devil, the adversary of the Lord. 
 
In sum, this series will look at what the Bible has to say about the various 
spirit beings, both the good and the bad, that exist in a realm that is invisible 
to our naked eyes. 
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Question 1 
 

Do Angels Actually Exist? 
  
The Bible testifies to the existence of a distinct order of heavenly beings 
known as angels. Who are they? What do we know about them?  
 
From searching the Scripture, we learn the following about this most 
interesting of subjects. 
 
1. They Are Not Mythical Creatures 
 
Angels actually exist. Indeed, there is no hint in Scripture that angels are 
mythical creatures; they are always treated as having genuine existence.  
 
The first mention of angels is in the Book of Genesis where the angel of 
the LORD appears to Hagar, the mother of Abraham’s child. The Bible 
says: 
 

The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was 
the spring that is beside the road to Shur (Genesis 16:7 NIV). 

 
The last mention of angels is in the final chapter of the last book of the 
Bible, the Book of Revelation. It reads as follows: 
 

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright 
morning star (Revelation 22:16 ESV). 

 
From the first book of the Bible, until the last, the existence of angels is 
assumed.  

 
2. There Are Many References To Angels In The Scripture 
 
Between the first and last mention of angels in the Bible, there are literally 
hundreds of other references to them. Their existence is assumed 
everywhere in Scripture. The fact of their reality is documented in both 
testaments. Thirty-four books of the Bible (seventeen in each testament) 
speak of the existence of angels. 
 
We also find that the activity of angels has increased as biblical history 
unfolded. Indeed, accounts of angelic appearances were sporadic 
throughout the Old Testament era until near its close.  
 
However, during the Babylonian captivity the ministry of angels became 
more visible.  
 
While nothing is recorded of their activity between the testaments, the New 
Testament itself opens with an angelic visit from the angel Gabriel to 
Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. This activity continues until the 
very last page of Scripture. 
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3. Scripture Is The Final Authority  
Concerning Their Existence 

 
If the Bible is what it claims to be, God’s revelation of Himself to humanity, 
then whatever subject it speaks about, it does so with ultimate authority. 
Since the Scriptures clearly teach the existence of beings called angels, then 
it is a fact that they do exist.   
 
4. The Authority Of Jesus Christ Is At Stake 
 
The existence of angels is also tied to the authority of Jesus Christ. He 
referred to the resurrected state of believers as being similar to that of 
angels: 
 

Jesus replied, “Your problem is that you don’t know the Scriptures, 
and you don’t know the power of God. For when the dead rise, they 
won't be married. They will be like the angels in heaven” (Matthew 
22:29-30 NLT). 

 
According to Jesus, those who believe in Him, will be like the angels of 
heaven in the sense they will not be married. 
 
Christ also said that angels would gather believers when He returns to the 
earth. Matthew records Jesus saying the following: 
 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all 
the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats (Matthew 25:31,32 ESV). 

 
It is clear that Jesus believed in the existence of angels. Since He is the 
eternal God who became a human being, He would be in a position to 
know if they do exist. He said that they did. This settles the matter. 
 
5. While Angels Exist, Our Information  

About Them Is Limited 
 
The final point that we wish to make cannot be stressed too strongly. The 
fact that angels exist is unquestionable. Scripture clearly teaches that they 
exist and that they have a purpose in the plan of God. However, our 
knowledge about angels is limited and it is important that we understand 
why this is so.  
 
The Main Characters: God And The Human Race 
 
The main characters in Scripture are God and the human race; in particular 
those who have believed in Him. The Bible records the existence and 
identity of one true God and how He has dealt with humanity. This is what 
the entire Bible is all about. Everything in Scripture is written for this 
purpose.  
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While telling the story of God and humanity we find that angels are 
mentioned from time to time. Yet, they are only mentioned when they have 
something to do with the overall story of Scripture. In other words, they 
are never mentioned for the sake of satisfying our curiosity.   
 
Since what is revealed to us about these spirit-beings is limited, our 
knowledge about them will be limited. Indeed, while there are certain 
things which we do know there are other things which we are not told.  
 
We must always keep this in mind when dealing with this subject, as well 
as any other subject that is not the main thrust of the Scripture.  
 
In Scripture, God is teaching us about Himself and how we relate to Him. 
He is not attempting to give us a thorough course on angels, science or the 
history of nations that existed in the ancient world. It is important that this 
be understood. 
 
In sum, as we examine the Bible, we will learn many things about angels. 
However, we will only encounter them when they serve some specific 
purpose in the plan and program of God. Therefore, while there are many 
things that we may want to know about them, the Bible will only tell us 
what we need to know.  

 
Summary To Question 1   
Do Angels Actually Exist? 
 
Scripture teaches there are other rational personal beings which exist in the 
universe that are distinct from God and humans. The Bible calls one group 
of them angels.  
 
From the first book of the Bible, until the last, the existence of angels is 
clearly taught in hundreds of different references. Angels are always 
assumed to have genuine existence; they are never treated as mythical 
characters.  
 
In addition to the overall testimony of Scripture, we also have the clear 
teaching of Jesus on the subject; He believed in angels. Since He is God 
the Son, His Word settles the issue. Therefore, we conclude that angels 
truly do exist. While angels do exist, our knowledge about them is limited 
since they are not the central characters in Scripture. Indeed, the Bible is 
all about God and His dealings with the human race. The subject of angels 
is only secondary to the main story. 
 
Consequently these spirit-beings only appear in the Bible when their 
actions have something to do with the central theme; God and His dealings 
with humanity. Since our knowledge will always be incomplete we must 
realize that there will be certain things about angels that we do not know 
because God has not told us.  
 
Therefore, when we investigate this subject we must realize the limitations 
of our study. In other words, there is much to learn about these personages, 
but there will also be many questions which will remain unanswered. 
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Question 2 
 

Who Are Angels? 
  
Angels are God’s messengers. They are spirit-beings who have been 
specifically created to do the work of the Lord. The Bible says their nature 
is one of “spirit.” We read the following in the Book of Hebrews: 
 

And of the angels He says: “Who makes His angels spirits And His 
ministers a flame of fire” (Hebrews 1:7 NKJV). 

 
The writer to the Hebrews also said: 
 

Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who 
will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:14 NKJV). 

 
Angels are ministering spirits who were created to do the work of the Lord. 
In particular, they are to minister to the believers; those who will inherit 
God’s salvation.  
 
This definition is important to keep in mind for we will discover other 
heavenly beings that the Lord has created, who are not called angels, and 
who are never sent to do His bidding. They include the “living creatures” 
the “cherubim” and “seraphim.” We will answer specific questions about 
these created beings later in this book. 
 
Angels In The Old Testament 
 
The Hebrew word translated “angel” is mal’ak. This term, used 103 times 
in the Old Testament, simply means “messenger.” It refers to one who 
brings a message in the place of another person. The term is mainly used 
of heavenly messengers. For example, we read the following description 
about them in Jacob’s famous dream: 
 

He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with 
its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it (Genesis 28:12 NIV). 

 
In Jacob’s dream, he saw a “stairway to heaven” from the earth. On this 
stairway were the angels, God’s messengers, coming and going. 
 
The Hebrew Word Is Used Of Humans In The Old Testament 
 
However, the term is also used of earthly messengers; such as Haggai the 
prophet, and a priest in the Book of Malachi. We read in Haggai: 
 

Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the people with the 
Lord’s message, “I am with you, declares the Lord (Haggai 1:13 ESV). 

 
In this case, the “angel,” or messenger, was a prophet of God, Haggai, not 
a heavenly being. 
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Malachi used the Hebrew term to refer to priests: 
 

For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his 
mouth men should seek instruction–because he is the messenger of 
the LORD Almighty (Malachi 2:7 NIV). 

 
In these instances, the Hebrew word for angel is translated as messenger, 
because human messengers were in view. The context usually makes it 
clear. However, in some cases, it is difficult to tell whether the Bible is 
speaking about an earthly or a heavenly messenger.  
 
Interestingly, in the Old Testament section of the “prophets,” the plural 
form of the word is more often used of earthly messengers rather than 
heavenly messengers. Again, the context should always be used to 
determine whether an earthly being, or a heavenly being, is in mind. 
 
Angels In The New Testament 
 
In the New Testament, the Greek word angelos, translated “angel,” likewise 
means, “messenger.” As we can readily see, our English word “angel” is 
derived from this Greek term angelos. 
 
The term “angel” has the idea of someone who speaks or acts in the place 
of the one who sent him. It is used one hundred and seventy-five times in 
the New Testament -- the great majority of the time it refers to heavenly 
messengers. 
 
The Word Also Refers To Humans Messengers In Some Contexts 
 
However, on six occasions in the New Testament, the term angel refers to 
human beings. Jesus said to the multitudes about John the Baptist: 
 

John is the one about whom Scripture says, ‘I’m sending my messenger 
ahead of you to prepare the way in front of you’ (Matthew 11:10 God’s 
Word). 

 
Mark wrote the Lord sending His messenger to the people: 
 

As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before 
Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You” (Mark 1:2 NKJV). 

 
In these two instances, the word messenger is a translation the Greek word 
angelos, angel. 
 
Luke used the Greek term “angels” to refer to the messengers of John the 
Baptist: 
 

After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about 
John: “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by 
the wind?” (Luke 7:24 NIV) 

   
He also used it to refer to John the Baptist. 
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John is the man to whom the Scriptures refer when they say, ‘Look, I 
am sending my messenger before you, and he will prepare your way 
before you’ (Luke 7:27 NLT). 

 
Luke later used this term to refer to messengers that Jesus sent ahead to 
Samaria. We read the following statement: 
 

He sent messengers ahead of Him, and on the way they entered a 
village of the Samaritans to make preparations for Him (Luke 9:52 
CSB). 

 
Again, in each of these instances, the Greek word angelos is used and is 
translated “messenger” or “messengers.” 
 
James uses this Greek word to describe the spies that Rahab the prostitute 
hid from the people of Jericho. He wrote: 
 

Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out another way? (James 2:25 
NKJV). 

 
Therefore, we have a number of references in the New Testament where 
the Greek word angelos is translated as messenger, since it is referring to 
human messengers, not heavenly ones. 
 
The Messenger Of Satan Tormented Paul 
 
In another use of the term, the Apostle Paul used the phrase “messenger 
[angel] of Satan” when referring to some personal problem that he had: 
 

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given 
a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me (2 Corinthians 
12:7 NIV). 

 
Consequently, while the Greek word speaks primarily of “spirit beings” 
there are seven instances in the New Testament where it refers to 
something else. 
 
The Bible Speaks Of “Angels Of Heaven” 
 
Often, we find in the New Testament qualifying phrases such as “angels of 
heaven” (Matthew 24:36) when referring to angelic creatures. Phrases like 
this make it clear that angelic personages are in view. The context usually 
makes it clear whether we are dealing with earthly or heavenly messengers.  
 
Summary To Question 2   
Who Are Angels? 
 
The Bible says that angels are invisible, personal spirit-beings who have 
been created by God. Simply stated, they are His “messengers.”   
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The Hebrew word, as well as the Greek word, translated “angel,” simply 
means messenger. It refers to someone who has the authority to relay a 
message from the person who sent them. 
 
Therefore, these spirit-beings have a specific purpose, they are God’s 
messengers. In other words, they do His bidding since they have been sent 
by Him. 

 
While the Hebrew and Greek words which are translated “angel” usually 
refer to these spirit beings, on several occasions in the New Testament they 
are used to describe human messengers. On one occasion the word is used 
to describe Paul’s “thorn in the flesh.” He described it as a “messenger of 
Satan.” 
 
The Hebrew word, likewise, refers to human messengers in many contexts. 
In fact, the plural form of the word, when used in the section of the Old 
Testament prophets, mostly refers to human messengers, not heavenly 
ones. Therefore, it is important that the context inform us exactly what 
type of messenger is in view. 
 
Finally, we need to make the distinction between angels and other heavenly 
beings. Scripture speaks of these personages known as the “living 
creatures,” the “seraphim” and “cherubim.” They are always kept distinct 
from angels. Indeed, they are described differently, as well as having a 
different function than the angels. Therefore, it would be a mistake to 
classify them as such. 
  
 
 

  



Angels 

© Don Stewart 14 

Question 3 
 

What Do We Know About Angels  
From The Bible? 

 
Our concern in this book is with the heavenly creatures called “angels.” 
What do we know about them? What does the Bible tell us? From Scripture 
we learn a number of important things. 
 
1. They Are Created Beings 
 
To begin with, we find that angels are created beings - they have not existed 
eternally. Though the Genesis creation account does not record the 
creation of angels, we know from other passages that they were directly 
made by the power of God Almighty. The psalmist speaks of the creation 
of angels: 
 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! For he commanded 
and they were created… And he established them forever and ever; he 
gave a decree, and it shall not pass away (Psalm 148:2,5,6 ESV). 

 
The Lord made the celestial bodies, as well as the angels, by His spoken 
Word, the command of God! 
 
In the Book of Ezra, we find that the Lord created all that there is in the 
universe:  
 

You alone are the Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas 
and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes 
of heaven worship you (Nehemiah 9:6 ESV). 

 
“All that is on it” would include the angels. The phrase “host of heaven” 
probably refers to the creation of angels as well as other heavenly beings 
such as the living creatures, the cherubim and seraphim.  
 
2. They Were Created By Jesus Christ 
 
The Bible says that Jesus Christ created all things, visible and invisible. Paul 
wrote the following to the Colossians: 
 

Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see-- 
kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created 
through him and for him (Colossians 1:16 NLT). 

 
Specifically mentioned in the things that Christ created are thrones, 
dominions, rulers, and powers. These are terms that seem to refer to ranks 
of angels. They also likely refer to other heavenly beings that the Lord has 
created.  
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3. They Are Dependent Creatures 
 
Because the angels have been created, they are dependent creatures - they 
need God to exist. Like humanity, they have no independent existence 
apart from God. God is the only being who is, by nature, self-existent - He 
needs nothing else to exist.  
 
Paul wrote about creatures who are not God: 
 

Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who 
by nature are not gods (Galatians 4:8 NIV). 

 
Only the Lord is God by nature, everything else is created. This includes 
angels as well as all other spirit-beings. 
 
4. They Are A Separate Creation From Humanity 
 
Angels are a different type of creation than humans. In fact, we have 
nothing in common with them in our physical nature that binds us 
together. Though all humans are racially bound together, we are distinct 
from the angels. Even in our resurrection bodies we will not become 
angels.  
 
5. They Were Created Above Humans 
 
The Bible teaches that angels are a distinct created order above humanity.  
The Scripture says: 
 

You made him lower than the angels for a short time; You crowned 
him with glory and honor (Hebrews 2:7 CSB). 

 
Humans are the highest creation that the Lord has made here on the earth. 
Indeed, we have been created above the entire animal kingdom. Angels are 
one of God’s creations in heaven. However, exactly how they fit in with 
the other heavenly beings in order of importance is not revealed to us. 
 
6. They Are Not A Race 
 
Angels are a company of beings rather than a race. They do not marry, 
neither are they male or female. They are sexless, unmarriageable, creatures 
who do not propagate their own kind. Jesus said the following about 
humans in the heavenly realm: 
 

For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are like angels in heaven (Matthew 22:30 ESV). 

 
This is important to understand. They are not a race like humans. 
 
7. They Are Invisible Spirit Beings 
 
Angels are spirit beings who are invisible to the human eye:   
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In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels spirits, and his 
servants flames of fire” (Hebrews 1:7 NIV). 

 
By nature, they have no physical form, at least not like our human bodies. 
Jesus made this point when referring to His resurrection body. He said the 
following to His disciples: 
 

See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For 
a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have (Luke 
24:39 ESV). 

 
Their spirit-form does not necessarily imply that they have no body at all, 
merely that it is not a human body of flesh and bones. In other words, they 
have a different makeup from humanity.  
 
Whether angels are pure spirit, such as God, or have some type of material 
existence, such as humans, is a much-debated point. Like so many issues 
dealing with this subject, the Bible does not comment on it. What we can 
safely say is that angels do not have any form, or substance, like humans. 
Beyond this it is only speculation. 
 
8. They Have An Angelic Nature 
 
Angels have their own unique nature. The spirit-nature of angels is not the 
same as God’s spirit nature, or our human nature. God’s nature, or essence, 
is that of spirit. Jesus said: 
 

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth (John 4:24 NKJV). 

 
We must keep in mind that God is an uncreated Spirit - a Being that has 
always existed. Angels are created, invisible, spirit-beings. Humans and 
angels will keep their distinction in the ages to come. Humans will not 
become angels, and angels will not become human. 
 
9. They Are Not Subject To Natural Law 
 
Therefore angels, as spirit-creatures, are not limited to physical or natural 
conditions. They are not subject to the laws of nature. Angels can pass back 
and forth from the spiritual realm to the natural realm. In the Book of Acts 
we read: 
 

And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone 
in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up 
quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands (Acts 12:7 ESV). 

 
The angel “appeared” in the cell where Simon Peter was jailed. Physical 
boundaries present no obstacles for these angelic creatures. 
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10. They Can Assume A Human Body 
 
Though they have no physical form, angels can, at times, assume a body as 
the Lord allows them. This is known as an “angelophany” - the appearance 
of an angel. 
 
For example, an angel rolled the stone away from the tomb of Jesus, and 
then proceed to sit upon it: 
 

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down 
from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on 
it (Matthew 28:2 NIV).  

 
Thus, angels are unseen by humans until God chooses a time when they 
are to appear. We cannot be exactly certain whether the bodies these angels 
assumed were real bodies, or only appeared to be real. There is not enough 
information to know for certain.  
 
We do know that angels are capable of materializing only when God wills, 
In other words, they cannot do something like this on their own. 
 
On one occasion we find them eating. Three angels, who appeared as men, 
visited Abraham. The Bible then describes these angels eating the food 
which Abraham has prepared: 
 

When the food was ready, he took some cheese curds and milk and 
the roasted meat, and he served it to the men. As they ate, Abraham 
waited on them there beneath the trees (Genesis 18:8 NLT).  

 
This indicates, at least for that one episode, the angels took on a real body, 
and with it, were able to eat. 
 
11.         They Always Appear As Men 

 
When angels have appeared to humans in biblical times, their appearance 
is always that of a man, either a young man or an older one. Indeed, on a 
number of occasions angels were described in Scripture as men. We find 
this happening to the prophets Ezekiel, Daniel and Zechariah: 
 

When he brought me there, behold, there was a man whose appearance 
was like bronze, with a linen cord and a measuring reed in his hand. 
And he was standing in the gateway (Ezekiel 40:3 ESV) 

 
Again one having the appearance of a man touched me and 
strengthened me And he said, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace 
be with you; be strong and of good courage.” And as he spoke to me, 
I was strengthened and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have 
strengthened me” (Daniel 10: 18,19 ESV) 

 
When I looked again, I saw a man with a measuring line in his hand. 
“Where are you going?” I asked. He replied, “I am going to measure 
Jerusalem, to see how wide and how long it is (Zechariah 2:1 NLT).  
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In each of these instances these men were soon, if not immediately, 
recognized as spirit-beings, and not mere mortals. 
 
However, on other occasions, angels were immediately recognized as 
angels.  For example, we read the following experience of the Gentile 
prophet Balaam: 
  

Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the roadway with a drawn sword in his hand. Balaam 
bowed his head and fell face down on the ground before him 
(Numbers 22:31 NLT). 

 
Like Balaam, David immediately recognized an angel when he appeared: 
 

When David saw the angel, he said to the Lord, “I am the one who has 
sinned and done wrong! But these people are as innocent as sheep—
what have they done? Let your anger fall against me and my family” (2 
Samuel 24:17 NLT). 

 
Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, was greeted by an angel: 
 

And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw 
him, and fear fell upon him (Luke 1:11-12 ESV)   

 
He became fearful when he realized that an angel had appeared to him. 
 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was visited by the same angel, Gabriel:  
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might be (Luke 1:26-29 ESV). 

 
As we can observe, in each of these appearances the angels were 
immediately recognized as angels. 
 
12. They Are Able To Move Rapidly 
 
Scripture tells us that angels can move rapidly. They are represented as 
flying in the Book of Revelation:  
 

Then I saw another angel flying high overhead, having the eternal 
gospel to announce to the inhabitants of the earth — to every nation, 
tribe, language, and people (Revelation 14:6 CSB). 

 
The fact that they are represented as flying gave rise to the notion that they 
have wings. However, wings for flight apply to beings that function in our 
world. Angels do not need wings to move rapidly in the unseen world.  
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Two distinct types of heavenly beings, the cherubim and seraphim, are 
represented as having wings. However, the angels which have appeared to 
humans are never described as having wings. 
 
13. They Are Numerous 
 
The Scripture teaches that the number of angels is very great. This is 
expressed in various ways. We read the following in the Book of Psalms:  

 
The chariots of God are tens of thousands and thousands of 
thousands; the Lord has come from Sinai into his sanctuary (Psalm 
68:17 NIV). 

 
The “chariots of God” is a term referring to angels. They are described 
here as numerous. 
 
We find that Daniel saw an innumerable company of angels before God’s 
throne. We read: 
 

A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands 
upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him. The court was seated, and the books were opened (Daniel 
7:10 NIV). 

 
Again, we find a huge number of angels mentioned. Since this is speaking 
of beings around the throne of God, it also likely refers to other heavenly 
beings which the Lord has created. 
 
At the birth of Jesus, armies of angels appeared. Luke tells us the following 
took place: 
 

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 
heaven—praising God (Luke 2:13 NLT). 

 
A “vast host” speaks of countless numbers. 
 
When Jesus was betrayed by Judas Iscariot in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Christ told His disciples that He could command more than twelve legions 
of angels to appear and protect Him: 
 

Or do you think that I cannot call on My Father, and He will provide 
Me at once with more than 12 legions of angels? (Matthew 26:53 CSB). 

 
A legion consisted of about three to five thousand men. Twelve legions of 
angels would have been a way of saying an extremely large number of 
angels were at His disposal. The New Living Translations says: 
 

Don’t you realize that I could ask my Father for thousands of angels 
to protect us, and he would send them instantly? (Matthew 26:53 
NLT). 
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In sum, Jesus had numerous angels at His disposal. 
 
In the Book of Hebrews, the Bible also speaks of innumerable angels: 
 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering 
(Hebrews 12:22 NRSV). 

 
We also find that the Book of Revelation speaks of the countless number 
of angels: 
 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, 
the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands (Revelation 
5:11 NKJV). 

 
If this number were to be taken literally, it would be two hundred million! 
Whatever the case may be, the Bible testifies that there are many angels 
that exist.  
 
However, we should note that the Bible here distinguishes between the 
elders, which number twenty-four, the angels, and the living creatures. 
Each is a distinct group. 
 
14. There Are A Limited Number Of Them 
 
Though numerous, the exact number of angels is finite. Since they cannot 
bear children, angels cannot, by themselves, bring other angels into 
existence.  
 
Scripture also indicates that all the angels have already been created - the 
creation of angels does not now happen, and seemingly, never will again. 
 
We read the following words in Colossians: 
 

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him 
(Colossians 1:16 NIV). 

 
The Bible also tells us that God has ceased creating anything new; this 
includes angels. We read about this in the second chapter of the Book of 
Genesis: 
 

Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. 
And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and 
He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done 
(Genesis 2:1,2 NKJV). 

 
The “host of heaven” is another designation for angels as well as other 
heavenly beings which the Lord has created. 
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15. They Are Immortal 
 
Angels are not subject to death — they are immortal. Their immortality has 
been given to them by God, who Himself is immortal by nature. Paul wrote 
the following about the nature of God: 
 

The only One who has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light. 
no one has seen or can see Him, to Him be honor and eternal might. 
Amen (1 Timothy 6:16 CSB). 

 
Angels do not possess immortality in and of themselves. Like humans, their 
immortality is derived from God. Jesus told the Sadducees that resurrected 
believers would be like angels—they would never die. 
 

For they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are 
sons of God, being sons of the resurrection (Luke 20:36 ESV). 

 
Death is something that humanity has experienced because of sin. Since 
these righteous angels did not sin, they will not experience death. Because 
they are beings that do not possess human bodies, they do not understand 
either growth or death. The number of angels, therefore, cannot decrease. 
 
16. They Are Personal Beings 
 
Angels are personal beings — they can be interacted with. They have every 
feature of personality such as intelligence, thought, and choice. We know 
that at least two of the angels, Michael and Gabriel, have personal names. 
 
The Bible says that angels have desired to look into the glorious things of 
salvation: 
 

It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, 
in regard to the things that have now been announced to you through 
those who brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven—things into which angels long to look! (1 Peter 1:12 NRSV). 

 
This desire on their part is a sign of personality. The personality of angels 
can further be seen by the fact that they have powers of speech, memory, 
and the ability to ask and answer questions. Like humanity, angels were 
created with choice.  
 
The fact that there were some angels who decided to rebel against God 
demonstrates that each of them could choose whom they would serve. This 
is a further example that God made the angels as personal beings. 
 
This briefly sums up what the Scripture says about angels, God’s invisible 
messengers. While there is much that we learn about them from the Bible 
there are many things that are not revealed.  
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Summary To Question 3   
What Do We Know About Angels From The Bible? 
 
Angels are majestic spirit-beings whom the Lord has created to execute His 
divine will for time and eternity. While angels are not the main characters 
of Scripture, we do know a number of things about them from the Bible. 
 
To begin with, they are created beings, they have not existed eternally. At 
a certain point in time the Lord brought them into existence. Jesus Christ, 
God the Son, was involved in the creation of angels. 
 
Because angels are created beings, they are dependent creatures. In other 
words, like the human race, they need God for their continued existence. 
However, they were created as a higher order of being than the human 
race.   
 
Angels should be considered as a different order of being than humans in 
the sense that their number cannot increase or decrease. They do not marry 
or have children. While numerous, there is a finite number of them.  

 
Angels have their own unique nature that is invisible to the human eye. 
Unless the Lord allows them to be seen, they remain unseen by humans. 
Consequently, we only know about them through God’s divine revelation 
to us, the Bible. 
 
Scripture describes them as beings which are not subject to natural law. 
They are able to easily move from the invisible dimension to the visible 
one. 
 
At times, they have assumed a human body for a short period of time. In 
doing so, they always appear as men. 
 
They are personal beings. In fact two of the angels are named for us, 
Michael and Gabriel. 
 
This sums up some of the basic facts which the Bible reveals about angels. 
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Question 4 
 

What Do We Learn About Angels From The Everyday Speech Of 
People In Biblical Times? 

 
While the Bible directly teaches us a number of things about angels, we can 
also learn much about them from the way people spoke of them in their 
ordinary speech.  
 
Indeed, when people in biblical times spoke of angels, they often referred 
to their supernatural qualities and abilities. We have a number of examples 
in Scripture where the everyday speech of the people gives us insight into 
how they viewed angels. 
 
Angels Were Viewed As Being Trustworthy 
 
For example, David had defected to the side of the Philistines. After being 
with them for a period of time, King Achish said to him: 
 

I am convinced that you are as reliable as the angel of God (1 Samuel 
29: 9 NET).  

 
This pagan king compared David’s behavior to that of an angel. In other 
words, David could be counted upon to be trustworthy. Therefore, angels 
were viewed as beings who were trustworthy, those who could be relied 
upon. 
 
Angels Had Superior Wisdom To Humans 
 
There is also the account of a wise woman from Tekoa who approached 
King David in disguise. In speaking to him, she spoke of the superior 
wisdom of angels:  
 

And now your servant says, ‘May the word of my lord the king secure 
my inheritance, for my lord the king is like an angel of God in 
discerning good and evil’ (2 Samuel 14:17 NIV). 

 
In this instance, we discover that the people viewed angels as beings who 
had a superior ability to discern right from wrong. 
 
When King David asked the woman whether Joab was the one who plotted 
against him, she replied as follows: 
 

Yes, it was your servant Joab who instructed me to do this and who 
put all these words into the mouth of your servant. Your servant Joab 
did this to change the present situation. My lord has wisdom like that 
of an angel of God—he knows everything that happens in the land (2 
Samuel 14:19,20 NIV).  

 
Again we have the emphasis that angels have superior wisdom to humans. 
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Angels Were Worthy Of Special Respect 
 
When Paul wrote to the Galatians, he recalled the former kindness that the 
people had shown to him:  
 

As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the 
gospel to you, and even though my illness was a trial to you, you did 
not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if 
I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself (Galatians 4: 
14 NIV).  

 
They treated Paul in a special way, the same way they would welcome an 
angel of God. In other words, while they were not to be worshipped, angels 
were worthy of very special respect. 
 
Paul Wrote Of The Eloquence Of The Language  
Which Angels Speak 
 
In his great section on love, Paul wrote to the Corinthians about the 
eloquence of angels:  
 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but I do not have love, 
I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 13:1 NET). 

 
Evidently, angels were viewed as having superior eloquence to humans. 
 
Angels Are Presently Superior To Humans 
  
When Jesus refuted the arguments of the Sadducees against angels and 
their view of the resurrection of the dead, He pointed out the present 
superiority of angels to human beings. The Lord said: 
 

The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who 
are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the 
resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s 
children, since they are children of the resurrection (Luke 20:34-36 
NIV).  

 
This is consistent with what we find elsewhere in Scripture. Those who are 
“worthy” to take part in the coming age will have a position similar to the 
righteous angels. This indicates that angels are presently viewed as being 
superior beings to humans. 
 
God The Son, In His Humanity, Was Lower  
In Position Than The Angels 
 
This is confirmed by what the Scripture teaches about Jesus coming into 
our world. When Jesus, God the Son, was here upon the earth, He humbled 
Himself as a human being. In fact, the writer of Hebrews, stated that Christ 
temporarily assumed a position which was inferior to that of the angels: 
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What we do see is Jesus, who was given a position “a little lower than 
the angels”; and because he suffered death for us, he is now “crowned 
with glory and honor (Hebrews 2:9 NET). 

 
While Jesus was superior in His nature to angels, He took a position of 
inferiority to the angels when He became a human being. However, as the 
writer stated, Christ ultimately will be the supreme ruler over everything, 
including angels. Indeed, He is now crowned with glory and honor. 
 
From these passages, we learn much about how angels were generally 
viewed by the people in biblical times. In their everyday speech we discover 
that angels were seen as trustworthy beings, who were superior to humans 
in their wisdom. In fact, when God the Son became a human being, He 
humbled Himself, taking a position inferior to that of angels.  
 
Summary To Question 4 
What Do We Learn About Angels From The Everyday  
Speech Of People In Biblical Times? 
 
From the everyday speech of people in biblical times, it is possible to 
discover how angels were viewed. In fact, the Bible gives us a number of 
instances where people, in their normal conversation, revealed how angels 
were perceived by them.  
 
We discover that angels were always viewed as superior beings to humans. 
In fact, they had wisdom and knowledge above ours. While angels do 
occupy a superior position to humans, this will not always be true. Those 
who have believed in the God of the Bible will be given a superior position 
to angels in the world to come. 
 
Furthermore, Scripture says that God the Son, Jesus Christ, in becoming a 
human took a position of inferiority to the angels. Of course, this position 
was only temporary. He has now been crowned with glory and honor and 
He will rule over everything, including angels. 
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Question 5 
 

Why Should We Take The  
Time To Study About Angels? 

  
We have found that angels do exist. However, we have also discovered that 
they are not the central characters of Scripture. In fact, they are only 
mentioned when they have something to do with the plan and program of 
God. Otherwise, the Bible gives us no further information about them. 
 
This being the case, then why should anyone take their time to study about 
angels? Of what benefit can it be to look into this subject? We can list a 
number of reasons why this is so. 
 
Reason 1: The Subject Of Angels Is Contained God’s Word 
 
To begin with, the subject of angels is contained in the Scripture and we 
are told that everything found in the Bible if profitable for our study. In 
fact, this is the testimony of Scripture. Paul wrote: 

 
Everything in the Scriptures is God's Word. All of it is useful for 
teaching and helping people and for correcting them and showing 
them how to live. The Scriptures train God’s servants to do all kinds 
of good deeds (2 Timothy 3:16,17 CEV). 

 
The New International Version puts it this way: 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16,17 
NIV). 

 
Everything that contained in Scripture is useful for us. Therefore, since the 
subject of angels is taught in the Word of God, it is important that 
Christians understand what the Bible has to say about it. 
 
Reason 2: Angels Are Prominent In Scripture 
 
One of the main reasons for the study of angels is their prominence in 
Scripture. While not the main characters in the biblical story, they still are 
mentioned frequently.  
 
In fact, there is much said about angels and their function. Their influence 
is not restricted to any one time in history. Indeed, we find angels being 
involved in the work of God from Genesis to Revelation. Since the Bible 
gives much space to their ministry, we ought to pay attention to what 
Scripture says about them. 
 
Reason 3:  They Play An Important Function In God’s Plan 
 
Furthermore, their function is important for us to understand. Since they 
play an important role in God’s overall plan for humanity, it is necessary 
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for us to understand the extent of their involvement and how they relate 
to us.  
 
In doing so, it will help us to further understand what the Lord has done 
in the past, what He is now doing, as well as what He will do in the future. 
Angels play a big part in His program.  
 
Reason 4: They Will Exist Forever Alongside Humans 
 
We are also told that the righteous angels and the believing humans will 
exist together forever. This alone is a good reason to get acquainted with 
them. 
 
Reason 5: They Remind Us The Unseen World Is Real 
 
Add to this, a study of angels reminds us that the unseen world is real. It 
informs us that we are not the only beings in the universe. There are unseen 
forces, both good and evil, that are all around us. These forces are in a 
constant spiritual battle.  
 
Reason 6: We Need To Clear Up Ignorance On This Subject 
 
In addition, a study of the subject of angels from the Scripture will clear up 
ignorance on the subject. Are these spirit-beings friendly or hostile? Do 
they cause us harm? Since angels live beyond our means of detection, we 
need a reliable source that will give us the correct answers to these 
questions.  
 
The Bible is the final authority on all matters of faith and practice. In other 
words, whatever it says about the subject of angels is the final word on the 
matter. Thus, we can know for certain who angels are, and what they do, 
because we have an authoritative source that tells us so. 
   
Reason 7: They Encourage Consistent Living From Believers 
 
The study of angels should encourage believers to live consistent Christian 
lives, seeing they are observing our every move. Paul wrote the following: 
 

For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men 
condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle to the world, 
both to angels and to men (1 Corinthians 4:9 NKJV). 

  
The New Living Translation says: 
 

But sometimes I think God has put us apostles on display, like 
prisoners of war at the end of a victor's parade, condemned to die. We 
have become a spectacle to the entire world-- to people and angels 
alike (1 Corinthians 4:9 NLT). 

 
Seemingly everything that we do is observed by angels. If believers realize 
this truth, then it should further encourage us to live consistently with our 
beliefs.  



Angels 

© Don Stewart 28 

 
Of course, whether angels can see us or not, we know that God always sees 
everything that we do! That should be the main motivation to live a life 
that is pleasing to Him. 

 
Reason 8: We Will Be Confident In God’s Protection Of Us 
 
Angels also serve a protective function for the believer in Jesus Christ. The 
Bible says: 
 

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone (Psalm 91:11,12 NIV). 

 
Our faith in God’s providential care is strengthened when we understand 
the ministry of angels. Since God has placed these intelligent creatures to 
guide and protect believers, it will strengthen our faith in Him and His 
concern for us. 
 
Reason 9: We Can Learn From Their Example 
 
Angels also provide examples for believers as to how we should live. They 
are continually in worship and service to God. Believers should learn to 
imitate that behavior. Jesus told us to pray in this manner:  
 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
(Matthew 6:10 NRSV). 

 
God’s will is being accomplished in heaven through the ministry of angels. 
They do His bidding continually, joyfully, and with unquestioned 
obedience. Believers should learn to do likewise. 
 
In sum, there are a number of important reasons as to why we should study 
the subject of angels. 
  
Summary To Question 5   
Why Should We Take The Time To Study About Angels? 
 
Though angels are not the main characters of the Bible, the study of their 
ministry can be profitable for a number of reasons. They can be summed 
up as follows. 
 
First, the doctrine of angels is part of Holy Scripture. Since we are told that 
all Scripture is profitable for us to study, this would include the teachings 
we find about angels. Therefore, doing a study on the subject of angels 
should bring great benefit to the believer.  
 
In addition, while not the main theme of the Bible, angels certainly play a 
prominent role in Scripture. So much is said about them by the writers of 
the Bible that it should encourage us to understand who they are, and what 
they do.  
 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 29 

Indeed, they have an important function in the overall plan of God as well 
as in the lives of believers. Therefore, a study of them is profitable. 
 
In fact, we will not know anything about their involvement unless we study 
the Scriptures. If we are to understand the complete plan of God for time 
and eternity, then the study of angels is necessary.  
 
Furthermore, a study of angels reminds us of the reality of the unseen 
world. There is a world that exists which is unseen to the human eye. 
Angels are a big part of this world. Studying about angels will constantly 
remind us of this.  
 
Understanding what the Bible says about angels will also clear up ignorance 
on the subject, a subject in which there is unfortunately much ignorance. 
Realizing that angels are observing us should encourage us to live more 
godly lives. Scripture says they are watching our every move. Of course, we 
also know that the Lord knows everything we do as well as everything that 
we think. Pleasing Him should be our primary motivation. 
 
Understanding that angels protect believers will comfort us in times of 
trouble. This should be very encouraging. We are being looked after! 
Angels are a big part of the protection that the Lord provides for us.  
 
We also have their example of devoted service to God. Their continual 
service to the Lord should be a challenge to us to behave in the same 
manner.  
 
Consequently the study of angels will have many benefits. 
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Question 6 
 

Why Are There So Many 
Misconceptions About Angels? 

 
The study of angels can bring great benefits. Among them is the clearing 
up of misconceptions that people hold about them. Unfortunately, the 
misconceptions are many. Why is this so? Why do people seem to have so 
many wrong ideas about angels? 
 
The reasons for certain misconceptions about angels can be attributed to 
the following. 
 
1. There Is The Rejection Of The Supernatural 
 
Often the subject of angels is ignored or misunderstood because of the 
rejection of the supernatural. Since the existence of God is rejected, the 
existence of angels is likewise rejected. Those who do not accept the Bible 
as God’s Word are not going to turn to Scripture to discover anything 
about angels. They assume that angels do not exist. Therefore, they go 
through life with the misconception that angels, as the Bible portrays them, 
are mythical creatures. 
 
2 There Is Ignorance Of Scripture 
 
Ignorance of what the Bible says on the subject of angels also leads to 
misconceptions. Though many people may accept the fact that angels do 
indeed exist, they have not turned to the Scripture to find out who they 
are, and what they can and cannot do. Personal experiences and fanciful 
stories replace what God has said on the subject. This leads to a variety of 
misconceptions about these angelic beings. 
 
3. There Is Superstition And Fear Of The Unknown 
 
Consequently the subject of angels is often treated with superstition and 
fear. This can lead to all types of strange beliefs and behavior with respect 
to angels. People can give undue adoration, prayer, and even worship to 
these created spiritual beings. 
 
The remedy for these problems is simple: one must turn to the pages of 
Scripture to discover what God has to say on the subject rather than 
looking to other sources of information on these heavenly beings.  
 
The Bible encourages people to study the Scriptures and test the spirits. 
Paul wrote: 
 

Test all things; hold fast what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21 NKJV). 
 
John declared that we are to test the spirits: 
 

Dear friends, don’t believe all people who say that they have the Spirit. 
Instead, test them. See whether the spirit they have is from God, 
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because there are many false prophets in the world (1 John 4:1 God’s 
Word). 

 
Therefore a careful study of the Word of God will clear up these and other 
misconceptions about angels. 
 
In sum, there is no reason for any of us to have misconceptions about 
angels. Indeed, the true facts about them are found in the pages of the 
Bible. 
 
Summary To Question 6  
Why Are There So Many Misconceptions About Angels? 
 
Unhappily, many times the subject of angels is approached with a number 
of misconceptions. They include the following. 
 
One common misconception is the rejection of the supernatural. If people 
deny the supernatural exists, then certainly they will deny the reality of 
angels. Consequently, the subject of angels is never even considered by the 
unbeliever. 
 
There is also ignorance of Scripture. Those who take the Bible seriously 
must admit the existence of angels. Angels are part of the biblical story 
from the beginning to the end. However, too many believers do not take 
the time to read and study the Bible. This being the case, they will be 
ignorant with respect to what the Bible has to say on the subject. 
 
Indeed, since Jesus believed in angels, then we must believe in them also. 
Unfortunately many people are unaware of Jesus’ belief in angels. 
 
There is also much superstition and fear about angels which also 
contributes misconceptions to this subject. People often are convinced of 
certain realities about angels which have no real basis in fact. Again, this 
occurs when they do not go to the one source that accurately tells us what 
we need to know about angels, the Bible. 
 
In fact, all of these misconceptions are associated with not taking seriously 
what the Bible has to say.  
 
However once someone takes the time to consider what the Bible teaches 
on the subject, the denial of angels, as well as ignorance and fear concerning 
them, will disappear. These misconceptions come from a lack of study of 
what the Scripture says. 
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Question 7 
 

When Were Angels Created? 
  
Angels are created beings. They have been made for the purpose of doing 
the bidding of God. We will now see what the Bible has to say with respect 
to their creation. 
 
1. They Were Created At The Beginning 
 
The first verse of Scripture gives us an indication as to when the angels 
were created. It says the following: 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1 
KJV). 

 
The phrase “heavens and the earth” refers to the entire universe. This 
would include all the separate parts. While the creation of angels could 
possibly be included in this statement, this is not necessarily true. In fact, 
this may be ruled out when we consider our next point. 
 
2. They Were Probably Created Before  

The Earth Was Created 
 
Though we are not told exactly when they were created, it seems to be 
sometime before the earth was created. God spoke to Job saying: 
 

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me if 
you have such insight. Who determined its dimensions? Certainly, you 
know! Who stretched a measuring line over it? On what were its 
footings sunk? Who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang 
together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? (Job 38:4-7 God’s 
Word). 

 
The term “sons of God” may be one of the many designations for angels, 
as the Book of Job earlier states. 
 

One day the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, 
and Satan also came with them (Job 1:6 CSB). 

 
If the phrase “sons of God” is referring to angels in Job 38, then when 
God created the heavens and the earth, the angels had already been in 
existence, likely for some time. 
 
Therefore, if this is a literal description of what happened in the beginning, 
then angels were around long before the universe was created.  
 
There is something else we learn from this passage in Job 38, if it is a literal 
description of what took place at the beginning. The phrase “sons of God” 
in this context refers to righteous angels. We know that all angels are not 
righteous now. Indeed, there are a number of fallen angels led by the devil.  
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So either this is a statement of all the angels praising God when He created 
the universe, which would mean that it took place before some fell into sin, 
or it would indicate that God’s creation of the universe happened after the 
angelic rebellion. In this case, it would be only the angels who stayed 
faithful to the Lord that praised Him. 
 
There is one more thing that we should mention. The phrase “sons of 
God” in this context may refer to some of the other heavenly beings which 
the Lord has created, not merely the angels. This includes the seraphim, 
cherubim, and the living creatures.  
 
While the fact that these “sons of God” came to “present themselves 
before the Lord” (Job 1:6) may limit this to angels who would periodically 
report their activities, this is not necessarily the case. Basically, we just do 
not have enough information to know for certain. 
 
3. They Were Created Before The Seventh Day 
 
One thing we can be certain about is that the angels were created before 
the seventh day of creation. The Bible says the following about the six days 
of creation: 
 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them 
(Genesis 2:1 ESV). 

 
The phrase “and all the host of them” probably refers to the angels as well 
as all the other heavenly beings which the Lord had made.  
 
4. God Created All Things In Six Days 
 
Another passage that is explicit about what God created is found in the 
Book of Exodus. It reads as follows: 
 

In six days the LORD made heaven, earth, and the sea, along with 
everything in them. He didn’t work on the seventh day. That’s why the 
LORD blessed the day he stopped his work and set this day apart as 
holy (Exodus 20:11 God’s Word). 

 
Everything was created in six days. This, of course, may include the angels.  
 
However, if the Bible is merely concerned about our present universe, the 
heaven and the earth, it is possible that angels were created at some time 
before our universe was formed.  
 
5. They Were Probably All Created Together 
 
From a statement that Paul made, it is sometimes assumed that all the 
angels were created together: 
 

Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see-- 
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kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created 
through him and for him (Colossians 1:16 NLT). 

 
Although this may be true, it does not necessarily follow from this 
statement.  
 
Therefore, from the available evidence contained in Scripture, we have no 
clear teaching as to when the angels were created.  
 
Summary To Question 7  
When Were Angels Created? 
 
The time of the creation of angels is something that the Bible does not 
specifically tell us. Angelic existence dates back before the creation of 
humans but just how far back no one knows.  
 
They seem to have been in existence when the earth was created. In fact, 
Scripture may indicate that the angels sang and shouted at God’s creation 
of the earth - possibly before any material thing was made. They were 
definitely created before humanity. Beyond this, there is not enough 
information to be more specific. 
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Question 8 
 

Were All The Angels  
Created Good? 

 
Yes. When God originally created the angels, they, along with everything 
else in the universe, were created good. The Bible says: 
 

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very 
good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day (Genesis 1:31 
NKJV). 

 
When God created the universe, everything that God had made was very 
good.  
 
This May Not Be Speaking Of The Original Creation 
 
This above statement, however, may not include the original creation of 
angels. Indeed, they may have been created before the Lord made the 
material universe. Yet, we assume that they were all created good in the 
beginning for a number of reasons.  
 
1. God Does Not Create Evil 
 
First, God cannot make anything that is evil. Add to this, the devil and his 
angels are consistently spoken of in Scripture as rebelling against the Lord. 
For them to rebel it assumes they were created in a non-rebellious state.  
 
In other words, they were created as perfect beings. We go into great detail 
about this question in the next book in our series, “Evil Angels, Demons, 
and the Occult.” 
 
Here’s what we do know when we examine the totality of Scripture. 
 
2. There May Have Been A Time Of Probation 
 
Though all of the angels were originally created holy, not all of them 
remained in this state. It is possible that God allowed for a time of testing 
after their creation. Led by a particular created spirit-being, one of the 
cherubim, some of the angels rebelled against God. However, it does seem 
that most of them continued to follow the Lord. Whatever the case may 
be, the Bible makes a clear distinction between these two groups of angels, 
the good ones and the evil ones. 
 
3. There Are Good Angels Who Stayed Loyal To God 
 
The angels that did not rebel continue to follow the Lord until this day. 
They have constantly demonstrated their loyalty to God. They are known, 
among other descriptions, as the “elect” angels. When Paul wrote to 
Timothy, he referred to them: 
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I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, 
to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of 
favoritism (1 Timothy 5:21 NIV). 

 
These good angels have remained loyal to God. 
 
4. There Are Evil Angels Who Rebelled 

   
On the other hand, the Bible speaks of certain angels who rebelled against 
the Lord. Jude wrote the following about them: 

 
You also know that the angels who did not keep within their proper 
domain but abandoned their own place of residence, he has kept in 
eternal chains in utter darkness, locked up for the judgment of the great 
Day (Jude 6 NET). 

 
Therefore, not all of the angels remained holy and committed to the Lord. 
 
5. The Evil Angels Are Awaiting Their Punishment 
 
The evil angels now awaiting their punishment. The Bible says that the 
eternal fires of punishment were prepared for them. Jesus put it this way: 
 

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels’ 
(Matthew 25:41 NIV). 

 
There is punishment coming for these evil angels. 
 
Consequently, Scripture teaches that all angels were created good but that 
some of them decided on their own, to rebel against the Lord. This is why 
we have evil angels today. 
 
In sum, we discover from Scripture that there are angels both good and 
bad. 
 
Summary To Question 8  
Were All The Angels Created Good? 
 
The Bible says that God initially created everything perfect. This includes 
the creation of angels. There was no imperfection in them whatsoever.  
 
However, Scripture also indicates that some of the angels rebelled and 
chose to disobey the Lord. That rebellion separated the angels into two 
groups; the righteous and the unrighteous.  
 
The righteous ones will remain in His service forever while the unrighteous 
angels, through their own choice, have been condemned to everlasting 
punishment. Their punishment is certain. 
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Question 9 
 

What Do Angels Look Like? 
 
Is there any indication in Scripture that angels are fair-skinned men who sit 
on clouds, wear long white robes, and have two large wings? Do we ever 
find them carrying harps?  
 
Though this is the traditional way in which angels have been viewed, there 
is nothing in Scripture to suggest that this is how they look. From Scripture 
we learn a number of things about the appearance of angels. 
 
1. They Are Spirit Beings 
 
Angels are spirit beings. There is no description given in the Bible of what 
they look like in their true essence. Although angels do not have a physical 
form like humans, they do seem to have some type of localized form - they 
occupy some space.  
 
Whatever their normal form is like, it is a form adapted to the unseen 
spiritual realm. Though the Bible does not comment about their usual 
form, it does say that there are various types of bodies in heaven as well as 
upon the earth. Paul wrote: 
 

For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another 
for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There are heavenly 
bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, 
and the glory of the earthly is of another (1 Corinthians 15:39-40 ESV). 

 
The New Living Translation explains it this way: 
 

And just as there are different kinds of seeds and plants, so also there 
are different kinds of flesh--whether of humans, animals, birds, or fish. 
There are bodies in the heavens, and there are bodies on earth. The 
glory of the heavenly bodies is different from the beauty of the earthly 
bodies (1 Corinthians 15:39-40 NLT). 

 
We cannot make any conclusions beyond this. 
 
2. Usually They Are Not Seen 
 
In most cases, people do not see angels. In their ordinary activities they are 
not visible to the human eye. For example, the prophet Balaam could not 
see the angel standing in front of him in the road: 
 

When the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord standing on the path with 
a drawn sword in His hand, she turned off the path and went into the 
field. So Balaam hit her to return her to the path (Numbers 22:23 CSB). 

 
Elisha the prophet prayed that the eyes of his servant would be opened to 
see the angels around him: 
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Then Elisha prayed, “Lord, please open his eyes and let him see.” So 
the Lord opened the servant’s eyes. He looked and saw that the 
mountain was covered with horses and chariots of fire all around 
Elisha (2 Kings 6:17 CSB). 

 
The “chariots of fire” is a term that refers to angels. Again, unless God 
allows them to be seen, they are invisible to us. 
 
3. They Are Not Always Recognized As Angels 
 
That angels have no recognizable form can be observed as follows - many 
times they appeared to people without even being recognized as angels. 
They looked no different than ordinary men.  
 
In the Book of Judges we read about one such episode. The Bible says the 
following: 
 

Then the woman went to her husband and told him, “A man of God 
came to me. He looked like an angel of God, very awesome. I didn’t 
ask him where he came from, and he didn’t tell me his name” . .. When 
the angel of the LORD did not show himself again to Manoah and his 
wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD (Judges 
13:6,21 NIV). 

 
The angel was described as a man with an awesome appearance. 
 
Abraham had angelic visitors that looked human. The Book of Genesis 
says: 
 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oak trees belonging to Mamre 
as he was sitting at the entrance of his tent during the hottest part of 
the day. Abraham looked up, and suddenly he saw three men standing 
near him. When he saw them, he ran to meet them, and he bowed with 
his face touching the ground (Genesis 18:1,2 God’s Word). 

 
The angels were described initially as three men. In other words, they were 
not always recognized as angels. 
 
4. They Appear As Men 
 
Though angels are sexless creatures, when they appear in Scripture they are 
always described as looking like men, never women or children. For 
example, at the tomb of Jesus we are told that angels appeared. John writes: 
 

But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she 
stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in 
white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body 
of Jesus had lain (John 20:11,12 NKJV). 

 
John clearly states that two angels were at Jesus’ tomb. 
 
Yet Luke describes these angels as appearing in the form of men: 
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While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by 
them in dazzling clothes (Luke 24:4 CSB). 

 
Mark goes even further. He describes one of the angels at Jesus’ tomb as a 
“young man.” 
 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 
had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 
dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed 
(Mark 16: 4-5 NIV). 

 
While angels appeared as men, the people soon recognized them as angels. 
 
In addition, the two angels that are named in Scripture have names of men 
- Michael and Gabriel. 
 
5. They Are Able To Eat 
 
Angels, when they assume a human body, are able to eat. When three angels 
visited Abraham, he prepared food for them: 
 

Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and 
set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate 
(Genesis 18:8 NRSV). 

 
It has been noted that the psalmist wrote of the food of angels. He put it 
this way: 
 

Men ate angels’ food; He sent them food to the full (Psalm 78:25 
NKJV). 

 
The New Living Translation says: 
 

They ate the food of angels! God gave them all they could hold. (Psalm 
78:25 NLT). 

 
Whatever the case may be, the phrase “food of angels” is not to be taken 
literally, since angels do not have bodies like ours which need food to exist. 
 
6. They Are Clothed   
 
When angels appear, they are always clothed, sometimes in white or very 
bright clothing. In the gospel of Luke, we read the following: 
 

While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood 
near them in dazzling clothing (Luke 24:4 CSB). 

 
We find no darkness in them whatsoever as they are representing God - 
who Himself is light. 
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When Jesus ascended into heaven, two angels appeared wearing white 
clothes and having the appearance of men: 
 

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them (Acts 1:10 NRSV). 

 
At times, we find the angels wearing this bright clothing. 
 
7. Stephen Had The Face Of An Angel 
 
The martyr Stephen was said to have the face of an angel when he spoke 
to the religious rulers. We read about this in the Book of Acts: 
 

And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face 
as the face of an angel (Acts 6:15 NKJV). 

 
The idea behind the phrase, “face of an angel,” seems to be that his face 
was shining. 
 
8. They Reflect The Glory Of The Lord 
 
Sometimes the glory of the Lord shone through the angels. The Bible says 
the following: 
 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified (Luke 2:9 NRSV). 

 
God’s glory is reflected in His creation, angels. 
 
9. Angels Sometimes Have An Awesome Appearance 
  
Occasionally when angels appeared as men, they had an awesome 
appearance in either their size or in their clothing.  
 
The Mother Of Samson 
 
The mother of Samson described her experience with an angel as follows: 
 
A man of God came to me, and his appearance was like the appearance 
of the angel of God, very awesome. I did not ask him where he was from, 
and he did not tell me his name (Judges 13:6 ESV).  

 
His appearance was certainly out of the ordinary. 
 
Daniel 
 
When Daniel was visited by one particular angel, he described him in this 
manner: 
 

On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the 
bank of the great river (that is, the Tigris) I lifted up my eyes and 
looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of fine gold 
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from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his face like the 
appearance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs 
like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like 
the sound of a multitude (Daniel 10:4-6 ESV)  

 
As to the exact identity of this angel there is much debate. Some see Him 
as God Himself taking on the form of an angel while others believe that 
this being was merely a high-ranking angel. Since this personage is not 
identified for us any guess is only speculation. 
 
The Angels At The Tomb Of Jesus 
 
On Easter Sunday, we find the following description of angels who were 
at the tomb of Jesus:  
 

While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them 
in dazzling apparel (Luke 24:4 ESV).  

 
Though angels usually appear as normal looking men, there are times when 
they wear special clothing.  Therefore, at times, angels did not appear like 
normal looking men. 

 
10. They Are Never Appear In Subhuman Form 
 
While the Bible records angels appearing at times in the form of humans, 
we never find them appearing in subhuman form. Indeed, they never 
appear to humans in the form of animals, birds, or fish.   
 
11. They Are Identified With Humanity Like Christ 
 
As Jesus Christ identified with humanity, by becoming a human being, 
angels, in a similar way as messengers of God, identified with humanity in 
outward form and language. They, as His messengers, come to humanity 
in a way that is identifiable to us. 
 
12. They Do Not Have Wings 
 
Medieval art made popular the idea that angels had wings. Though Daniel 
9:21 and Revelation 14:6 refers to angels as flying, neither of these passages 
mentions wings. When angels have appeared to humans in the Bible, there 
is no indication that they had wings.  
 
Though wings are never attributed to angels who have appeared to 
humanity, two other types of created spirit-beings - the cherubim and 
seraphim - have wings.  
 
Apart from the cherubim guarding the Garden of Eden after the sin of 
Adam and Eve, there is no report in Scripture of their appearance to 
humans here upon the earth. The cherubim are seen in visions, or as 
representative figures in the Ark of the Covenant, and the temple.   
 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 42 

In fact, we are not certain that Adam and Eve, or anyone else for that 
matter, actually saw the cherubim guarding Eden. Scripture does not 
specifically tell us. 
 
Consequently, the idea that some heavenly beings do have wings does have 
some biblical validity. However, there is no indication in Scripture that 
angels have wings. 
 
Summary To Question 9   
What Do Angels Look Like? 
 
Angels are spirit-beings who live in the unseen world.  While their exact 
form is never described for us in Scripture, we know that they have no 
physical form like humans have.  
 
When they have appeared to people in human-form, they always appeared 
as men, not women. They never appear as animals or in sub-human form. 
In certain instances they ate food in the presence of humans.  
 
The concept that they appear as having white skin, with a halo over their 
heads, and playing a harp is not found in the Bible. None of these things 
are taught in Scripture. 
 
The Bible teaches that two specific types of heavenly beings, the cherubim 
and seraphim, have wings.  
 
However, there are no examples of angels ever appearing to humans with 
wings. This sums up what the Bible has to say on the subject. 
 

  



Angels 

© Don Stewart 43 

Question 10 
 

Where Do Angels Live? 
 
According to Scripture, earth is not the only inhabited place in the universe. 
There are angelic beings, as well as other heavenly beings which the Lord 
has created, who also reside in the universe.  
 
From Scripture, we discover a number of things about where angels live 
and where they can and cannot go.  
 
1. Angels Live In Heaven 
 
The Bible says that angels make their home in heaven. Jesus said: 
 

For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, but are like angels in heaven (Mark 12:25 ESV). 

 
Though they are said to live in the heavenly realm, there is not necessarily 
one certain place where they reside.  
 
The Bible does speak of the evil angels leaving their proper dwelling or 
their “assigned place:” 
 

He held angels for judgment on the great day. They were held in 
darkness, bound by eternal chains. These are the angels who didn’t 
keep their position of authority but abandoned their assigned place 
(Jude 6 God’s Word). 

 
Some have thought that this refers to a specific place where angels reside. 
However, this is not clear from the text. What we can say for certain is that 
angels do live in the heavenly realm. 
 
2. They Have Access To God 
 
Not only do angels live in the heavenly realm, they also have access to 
God’s presence.  
 
We read the following in the Book of Job: 
 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them (Job 
1:6 NKJV) 

 
As we mentioned earlier, the “sons of God” referred to here may be angels. 
However, it is also possible this designation refers to some other type of 
spirit-being that the Lord created, such as the cherubim, seraphim, or the 
living creatures. We do not have enough information to be certain. Yet we 
do assume that these righteous angels do have access to God. 
 
In addition, Scripture makes a distinction between the stellar heavens - the 
sun, moon, and stars - and the presence of God. His presence is above this 
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stellar heavens. This is a place that no telescope can reach. The Bible says 
Christ entered into this realm after His death: 
 

Christ didn’t go into a holy place made by human hands. He didn’t go 
into a model of the real thing. Instead, he went into heaven to appear 
in God’s presence on our behalf (Hebrews 9:24 God’s Word). 

 
Angels, as well as the other spirit-beings, have access to God in this special 
place where the Lord dwells in a unique way. 
 
3. They Can Come To The Earth 
 
While angels reside in heaven, and have access to God, the Bible says that 
they have the capacity to come to earth: 
 

He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with 
its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it (Genesis 28:12 NIV). 

 
Scripture gives abundant testimony of angels leaving their home in heaven 
to minister here upon the earth.  
 
For example, the Bible says an angel came down from heaven and rolled 
away the stone from Jesus’ tomb: 
 

And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it 
(Matthew 28:2 NRSV). 

 
Angels have access to earth. 
 
To sum up, while angels have a home in the heavenly realm they seemingly 
have access to anywhere in the universe. 
 
Summary To Question 10   
Where Do Angels Live? 
 
The Bible says that angels live in the unseen heavenly realm. Scripture 
teaches that they have access to God, whose presence dwells above the 
stellar heavens, the sun, the moon, and the stars.  
 
Though angels have their residence in heaven, they are able to come to the 
earth. Therefore they are not restricted to any part of the universe. 
Consequently, they do the will of God wherever they are needed, whether 
on earth or in heaven. 
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Question 11 
 

Are Angels Organized In Ranks? 
 
Scripture teaches that God is a God of order. Paul told the church at 
Corinth that God wants everything done orderly: 
 

But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way (1 
Corinthians 14:40 NIV). 

 
There is the need for things to be done orderly. 
 
Angels Are Organized 
 
Therefore, it is not surprising that we find that Scripture testifying to 
various orders of angels. Paul wrote to the Colossians: 
 

Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see-- 
kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created 
through him and for him (Colossians 1:16 NLT). 

 
The thrones, dominions, rulers, and powers speak of various orders of 
angels, as well as other heavenly beings, which the Lord has created. Each 
of these terms has a specific meaning that corresponds to earthly realities.  
 
Though there is probably some overlap between the terms, it does say, at 
the very least, that there are different ranks of angels as well as these other 
heavenly beings. 
 
These various orders are well-organized. We read the following in the Old 
Testament: 
 

Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the 
LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, 
on His right hand and on His left” (1 Kings 22:19 NKJV). 

 
There are heavenly beings, some are on the right side of the Lord, the place 
of authority while others are on His left side. 
 
They Are Like An Army 
 
Their organization is like that of an army. The chronicler wrote: 
 

From day to day, men came to help David until he had an army as large 
as God’s army (1 Chronicles 12:22 God’s Word). 

 
Angels operate like an army, well-organized and disciplined.  
 
They Have An Archangel 
 
There is an archangel, or chief angel, according to Scripture. Paul wrote: 
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For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call 
and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16 NRSV). 

 
Scripture tells us that his name is Michael: 
 

But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare 
accuse Satan of blasphemy, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 
(This took place when Michael was arguing with Satan about Moses’ 
body (Jude 9 NLT). 

 
He is the only archangel named in Scripture, though there may be others. 
 
Michael the archangel has his own army of angels. We read about this in 
the Book of Revelation: 
 

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels (Revelation 12:7 
NRSV). 

 
An army with a leader suggests organization. 
 
They Are Organized In A Number Of Ways 
 
According to the Bible, there are also angels that have authority over 
certain elements. They include fire, water, and the bottomless pit. 
 
1. There Is An Angel In Charge Of The Fire 
 
Scripture tells us of an angel who has authority over the fire. We read about 
this in the Book of Revelation:  
 

Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a 
sharp sickle. Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from 
the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, 
“Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the 
earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe” (Revelation 14:17,18 NIV). 

 
In some sense, this particular angel has authority over the fire. 
 
2. There Is An Angel In Charge Of The Water 
 
There is also an angel who has charge over the waters. We also read in the 
Book of Revelation: 
 

The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, 
and they became blood. Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters 
say: “You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, you who are and 
who were” (Revelation 16:4,5 NIV). 
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Again, in some unexplained sense, this particular angel has authority over 
the water. 
 
3. There Is An Angel Over The Bottomless Pit 
 
There is also an angel who has authority over the bottomless pit, the abyss. 
We read the following in the Book of Revelation: 
 

Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen 
to earth from the sky, and he was given the key to the shaft of the 
bottomless pit. When he opened it, smoke poured out as though from 
a huge furnace, and the sunlight and air were darkened by the smoke 
(Revelation 9:1,2 NLT). 

 
The Lord has put an angel in charge over the bottomless pit. Exactly what 
his duties are, we are not told.  
 
In sum, from the different accounts we read in Scripture we discover that 
angels are highly organized, having specific duties to carry out. 
 
Summary To Question 11  
Are Angels Organized In Ranks? 
 
The God of the Bible is a God of order. Therefore, it is not surprising that 
the Bible says that angels are well-organized in ranks. While we are not told 
much about their classifications, we do know that there are various orders 
of angelic beings.  
 
Among the orders of angels are those who have authority over the various 
elements. We are told from Scripture that certain angels have authority over 
fire, water, and the bottomless pit, the abyss.  
 
This is a further testimony that angels are organized. The Bible also says 
that an archangel or “chief angel” exists. This also suggests organization. 
Beyond this, we can only conjecture. 
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Question 12 
 

What Is The Character Of Angels? 
 
The Bible tells us much about the nature or character of angels. From a 
study of Scripture, we find them to be personal, intelligent beings who obey 
the will of God. 
 
1. They Are Obedient 
 
Angels are obedient to God’s commandments. They do not hesitate to 
obey the Lord when He commands them. The Bible says they do His 
bidding: 
 

Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, 
who obey his word (Psalm 103:20 NIV). 

 
The angels obey their Lord. When the Lord commands them to do 
something, they do it. 
 
2. They Are Holy 
 
The angels were originally created as holy beings to serve God. Isaiah 
records the angels as saying: 
 

And one called to another: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; His 
glory fills the whole earth (Isaiah 6:3 CSB). 

 
The phrase, “the LORD of hosts” means He is the LORD over all of  
angels, as well as the other heavenly beings which He created. He is holy, 
these beings also reflect His holiness. 
 
3. Angels Are Reverent 
 
The highest activity of angels is the worship of God. We read about this in 
Nehemiah who gave the following testimony: 
 

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas 
and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes 
of heaven worship you (Nehemiah 9:6 NIV).   

 
The multitudes of heaven worship the Lord, the creator and sustainer of 
all things. This, of course, would include the angels. 
 
The writer to the Hebrews wrote about the angels worshipping the Son: 
 

And then, when he presented his honored Son to the world, God said, 
“Let all the angels of God worship him” (Hebrews 1:6 NLT). 

 
Angels continually praise and glorify God, usually in His presence in 
heaven. On one occasion, at the birth of Jesus, the angels came to the earth: 
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” (Luke 2:13,14 
NRSV). 

 
Angels have a reverence, or respect, for the Lord. 
 
4. They Can Communicate To Anyone 
 
Language is no barrier for angels. Paul referred to the speaking ability of 
angels: 
 

I may speak in the languages of humans and of angels. But if I don’t 
have love, I am a loud gong or a clashing cymbal (1 Corinthians 13:1 
God’s Word). 

 
Not only can angels speak, they can communicate to any people, in any 
language, on the face of the earth.  
 
In fact, we find an angel preaching the everlasting gospel to the entire world 
before Christ returns: 
 

Then I saw another angel flying high overhead, having the eternal 
gospel to announce to the inhabitants of the earth — to every nation, 
tribe, language, and people (Revelation 14:6 CSB). 

 
Every language was able to understand the message of this angel, there 
were no exceptions. 
 
5. They Are Intelligent Creatures 
 
When the angels were created, they were made as intelligent spirits. They 
have been learning from the time they were created - having had the 
opportunity to observe God’s dealings with humanity.  
 
In addition, their intelligence has not been corrupted by sin, as is the case 
with humanity. Therefore their wisdom is beyond that of humans. 
Scripture acknowledges their ability. The wise woman of Tekoa said the 
following to King David: 
 

Your servant Joab did this to change the present situation. My lord has 
wisdom like that of an angel of God—he knows everything that 
happens in the land (2 Samuel 14:20 NIV). 

 
Interestingly, we have the phrase “the wisdom like that of an angel of 
God.” Obviously, angels are assumed to have wisdom far above that which 
we humans possess.  
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6. They Have Limited Knowledge 
 
Though angels have superior intelligence to humans, their knowledge is 
limited. God cannot add to His knowledge because He knows everything. 
The same thing cannot be said of angels. They can continue to learn.  
 
In fact, the Bible says there are certain things which they do not know. For 
example, they do not know the time of Jesus’ return to the earth: 
 

Now concerning that day and hour no one knows — neither the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son — except the Father only (Matthew 24:36 CSB). 

 
Furthermore, Scripture tells us there are some things that they have desired 
to know: 
 

It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, 
in regard to the things that have now been announced to you through 
those who brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven--things into which angels long to look! (1 Peter 1:12 NRSV). 

 
In this instance, it is prophetic matters the angels are interested in, things 
having to do with the future.  
 
We also find this in the Book of Daniel where two angels are discussing 
the meaning of certain things that the prophet Daniel was told. The Bible 
records what happened as follows: 
 

But you, Daniel, keep these words secret and seal the book until the 
time of the end. Many will roam about, and knowledge will increase. 
Then I, Daniel, looked, and two others were standing there, one on 
this bank of the river and one on the other. One of them said to the 
man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How 
long until the end of these extraordinary things” (Daniel 12:4-6 CSB). 

 
Interestingly, these angelic figures were interested in future events, 
therefore, they asked how long it would be until these things came to pass.  
 
However, we find that only God knows what is in the human heart.  
 
The Bible records the following request of King Solomon: 
 

May You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, and may You forgive, 
act, and repay the man, according to all his ways, since You know his 
heart, for You alone know every human heart (1 Kings 8:39 CSB). 

 
As intelligent as angels may be, they are still limited in what they know. 
 
7. Angels Know Right From Wrong 
 
Angels do know the difference between right and wrong, good from evil. 
We read about this in Second Samuel: 
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Yes, the king will give us peace of mind again. I know that you are like 
an angel of God and can discern good from evil. May the LORD your 
God be with you (2 Samuel 14:17 NLT). 

 
The fact that angels could discern good from evil was a proverbial 
expression in the nation Israel. 
 
8. They Are Mighty In Power But Dependent Upon God 
 
Angels are greater than humans in power. Peter wrote the following: 
 

Whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a 
reviling accusation against them before the Lord (2 Peter 2:11 NKJV). 

 
The Psalmist wrote: 
 

Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his 
bidding, obedient to his spoken word (Psalm 103:20 NRSV). 

 
They are called Christ’s mighty angels: 
 

And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also 
for us when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with 
his mighty angels (2 Thessalonians 1:7 NLT). 

 
Angels are able to do things that humans cannot do. However their power 
is dependent upon God. They are mighty beings, but angels are not the 
Almighty. Their power is within fixed limits. Any power that angels may 
have is derived from God, and from Him alone.  
 
Indeed, they are neither all-powerful, all-knowing, or everywhere present, 
as is God. If there were another being in the universe that was all-powerful, 
then God would not be the only God.  
 
Examples Of The Limited Power Of Angels 
 
The fact that angels are not all-powerful can be seen in the episode of 
Michael, the archangel, and Satan. The Bible records what happened as 
follows: 
 

But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare 
accuse Satan of blasphemy, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 
(This took place when Michael was arguing with Satan about Moses’ 
body” (Jude 9 NLT). 

 
Michael the archangel, the highest ranked of all the angels, would not 
rebuke the devil by himself. While angels are indeed superhuman in their 
strength, they themselves do not bring slanderous accusations against the 
devil.  This is one example of how angels, while powerful, have limited 
power. 
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Unlike God, angels can be in only one place at a time. The Bible says the 
following about the angel Gabriel: 
 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee (Luke 1:26 NLT). 

 
Since the Bible speaks of angels traveling from place to place this indicates 
they cannot be everywhere at once. Daniel records this testimony of an 
angel: 
 

Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that 
you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before 
your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to 
them. But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one 
days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because 
I was detained there with the king of Persia. Now I have come to 
explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the 
vision concerns a time yet to come” (Daniel 10:12-14 NIV). 

 
This passage shows the limitation of the power of angels, as well as the fact 
that they are not everywhere present.  
 
9. They Are Humble 
 
Though mighty, angels are also humble. They do not seek their own glory 
but rather the glory of God. They go about their ministry unnoticed by 
humanity.   
 
10. Good Angels Are Sinless 
 
The angels that did not rebel against Him are without sin. While this is 
never directly stated, it is inferred from the various names given to them. 
They are called both “holy angels” (Mark 8:38) and “elect angels” (1 
Timothy 5:21). 
 
In sum, we can learn many things about the character of angels from a 
study of Scripture. In fact, their unquestioned obedience to the Lord is an 
illustration of what each of us need to imitate. 
 
Summary To Question 12   
What Is The Character Of Angels? 
 
Some of the characteristics, or attributes, of angels are listed for us in 
Scripture. The Bible says they are obedient, holy, and reverent. They are 
able to communicate to anyone. They are intelligent creatures but their 
knowledge is limited. They do know right from wrong. Although they are 
mighty, they remain humble. In addition, the angels that did not rebel 
against God are without sin.  
 
There is much for us to learn from them. Though powerful, they are 
humble. Though intelligent, they have devoted their intelligence to the 
service of the Lord. This is an example which we should follow. 
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Question 13 
 

What Are Some Of The Names 
Given To Angels? 

 
Apart from the familiar title “angel,” these heavenly beings are known by 
a variety of different names in the Bible. As we search the Scripture we find 
them designated as follows. 
  
1. Angels 
 
This, of course, is their most popular name. Often when we find these 
spirit-beings addressed as angels, there are qualifying words that further 
describe them. These include the following. 
 
Jesus called them “holy angels:” 
 

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man 
will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, 
and of the holy angels (Luke 9:26 NRSV). 

 
Christ also called them the “angels of God:” 
 

And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son 
of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God, but the one 
who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God 
(Luke 12:8 ESV). 

 
On one occasion, the Lord called them “His angels:” 
 

For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done (Matthew 
16:27 NRSV). 

 
These beings are also known as the “angels in heaven:” 
 

For when the dead rise, they won’t be married. They will be like the 
angels in heaven (Matthew 22:30 NLT). 

 
The Bible also calls them “mighty angels:” 
 

And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also 
for us when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with 
his mighty angels (2 Thessalonians 1:7 NLT). 

 
These angels are mighty. 
 
Therefore, with the term “angel,” we find a number of qualifiers giving us 
further insight into their character. 
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2. The Host Of Heaven (Heavenly Host) 
 
Scripture designates angels as the “host of heaven” or the “heavenly host.” 
We read the following in Luke: 
 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying (Luke 2:13 ESV). 

 
This term refers to the armies of angels. The angels, as the “host of 
heaven,” are represented as standing on both the right and left side of God: 
 

Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the 
LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, 
on His right hand and on His left” (1 Kings 22:19 NKJV). 

 
The Bible continually refers to God as the “God of hosts” or the “LORD 
of hosts.” The word “hosts” also refers to the stars in the sky in certain 
contexts.  
 
3. Spirits 
 
Angels are also known as spirits. The writer to the Hebrews put it this way: 
 

Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake 
of those who are to inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:14 NRSV). 

 
This speaks of their nature; they are spirit-beings. Indeed, angels are spirits; 
supernatural heavenly beings. However, as we have noted, God has created 
other spirit-beings that are distinct from the angels. These beings are not 
heavenly messengers as are the angels. 
 
4. Sons Of God 
 
In the Book of Job, we find the phrase the “sons of God:”  
 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them (Job 
1:6 NKJV) 

 
A “son of God” is one who is brought into existence by God. They are 
sons of God in the sense that they are His creation. This is seemingly how 
angels are described by the Lord in this context. We say “seemingly” 
because the phrase may be describing other created beings apart from the 
angels such as the cherubim, seraphim, and the living creatures. 
 
Interestingly, instead of the phrase, “sons of God,” the New International 
Version translates this as follows: 
 

One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came with them (Job 1:6 NIV). 
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A number of other English translations also render the Hebrew phrase 
“sons of God” as angels in this context. However, this goes further than 
what the text states. While these heavenly personages may indeed be angels 
it could also be speaking of other spirit-beings which the Lord created. 

 
5. Sons Of The Mighty, Mighty Ones 
 
In some translations, angels are called “sons of the mighty” or the “mighty 
ones.”  The psalmist wrote the following: 
 

For who in the heavens can be compared to the Lord? Who among 
the sons of the mighty can be likened to the Lord (Psalm 89:6 NKJV).  

  
They are also called mighty ones. 
 

Give unto the Lord, O you mighty ones, Give unto the Lord glory and 
strength (Psalm 29:1 NKJV). 

 
Other translations are less specific in this reference. Instead of using the 
term “sons of the mighty,” or mighty ones, they say “heavenly beings:” 
 

Give to the Lord, you heavenly beings. Give to the Lord glory and 
power (Psalm 29:1 God’s Word). 
 

In addition, still other translations used the term “angels” here: 
 

All of you angels in heaven, honor the glory and power of the LORD 
(Psalms 29:1 CEV). 

 
Angels, who have their origin in heaven, are given their strength by the 
Lord. That is why they can be called mighty.  
 
There is something else we should consider. Since this passage seemingly 
refers to all of the host of heaven, it would include all of the other spirit-
beings, apart from the angels, which the Lord has created. 
 
6. Holy Ones, Saints 
 
Angels are also called “holy ones” by the psalmist: 
 

The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness too, in 
the assembly of the holy ones. For who in the skies above can compare 
with the LORD? Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings? 
In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is more 
awesome than all who surround him (Psalm 89:5-7 NIV). 

 
This emphasizes that angels are separated unto the Lord. This is the idea 
behind being “holy.” 
 
The “council of the holy ones” may or may not refer specifically to angels. 
As we have repeatedly mentioned, God has created other heavenly beings 
that have a different function than the angels. 
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We find the same words in the New Testament of the angels: 
 

Now Enoch, the seventh in descent beginning with Adam, even 
prophesied of them, saying, “Look! The Lord is coming with 
thousands and thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all, 
and to convict every person of all their thoroughly ungodly deeds that 
they have committed, and of all the harsh words that ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him” (Jude 14-15 NET) 

 
Jude quoted a prophecy made by Enoch which spoke of the return of Jesus 
Christ to the earth accompanied by thousands upon thousands of His holy 
ones, angels.  
 
Some translations call them “saints:” 
 

Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men 
also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His 
saints” (Jude 14 NKJV). 

 
However, using the term “saints” is confusing because this is a word that 
is consistently used of believers. Angels are in view in this passage. 
 
7. The Watchers (Sentinels) 
 
In the Book of Daniel, angels are called “watchers” by the pagan King 
Nebuchadnezzar. He explained what he saw in this manner: 
 

I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, 
a holy one, came down from heaven. He proclaimed aloud and said 
thus: ‘Chop down the tree and lop off its branches, strip off its leaves 
and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts flee from under it and the birds from 
its branches … The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the 
decision by the word of the holy ones’ (Daniel 4:13,14,17 ESV). 

 
These beings are “watching;” they are looking out for the things of God. 
 
Some translations use the word “sentinels” in describing them: 
 

While I was watching in my mindʼs visions on my bed, a holy sentinel 
came down from heaven (Daniel 4:13 NET). 

 
The word literally means “one who is awake.” The idea is that these angels 
are watching out for the things of God. 
 
8. Flames Of Fire 

 
They are called “flames of fire.” We read of this in the Book of Hebrews:  
 

Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire (Psalm 
104:4 NKJV). 
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Some translations think this refers to the wind, and not to angels. For 
example, the Contemporary English Version says: 
 

The winds are your messengers, and flames of fire are your servants 
(Psalm 104:4 CEV). 

 
If this is the case, then this would not be a reference to angels. 
 
9. Prince, Chief Princes 
 
Angels are called “princes,” with one specific angel, Michael, called a “chief 
prince.” We read of this in the Book of Daniel: 
 

But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none 
who contends by my side against these except Michael, your prince 
(Daniel 10:21 ESV). 

 
Earlier in this passage, Michael was called a “chief prince:” 
 

But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. 
Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I 
was detained there with the king of Persia (Daniel 10:13 NIV). 

 
Michael is one of the chief princes. Therefore, there has to be others. It 
seems that they rule in some unexplained way in the unseen world. 
 
10. Thrones 
 
In some translations, angels are called thrones:   
 

For everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible 
and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
(Colossians 1:16 CSB). 

 
This title is symbolic of leadership. Other translations emphasize the 
leadership of angels: 
 

Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see-- 
kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created 
through him and for him (Colossians 1:16 NLT). 
 

They have the capability of leading. 
 
11. Dominions 
 
This speaks of their sphere of influence. We read in the same verse in 
Colossians: 
 

For everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible 
and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities 
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—all things have been created through Him and for Him. (Colossians 
1:16 CSB). 

 
Angels have influence in the unseen realm. 
 
12. Powers 
 
This is another term for rulers. Again, we cite the statement of Paul to the 
Colossians: 
 

Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see-- 
kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created 
through him and for him (Colossians 1:16 NLT). 

 
Powers is another way of saying “rulers.” 
 
13. The Elect 
 
The good angels are given the title of “elect.” Paul wrote the following to 
Timothy: 
 

I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels 
that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with 
partiality (1 Timothy 5:21 NKJV). 

 
The elect are the ones chosen by the Lord to do His bidding. 
 
14. Chariots Of Fire 
 
Angels are also called “chariots of fire.” We read of this description in 
Second Kings: 
 

Then Elisha prayed, “Lord, please open his eyes and let him see.” So 
the Lord opened the servant’s eyes. He looked and saw that the 
mountain was covered with horses and chariots of fire all around 
Elisha (2 Kings 6:17 CSB). 

 
This title speaks of an angelic army. 
  
15. The Heavenly Council (Assembly) 
 
Angels are seemingly spoken of as being a council, or an assembly, of holy 
ones. We read the following in the Book of Psalms: 
 

The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness too, in 
the assembly of the holy ones. For who in the skies above can compare 
with the LORD? Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings? 
In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is more 
awesome than all who surround him (Psalm 89:5-7 NIV). 
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This description of the “council of the holy ones” may or may not include 
angels. Remember there are other heavenly beings that the Lord has 
created, the cherubim, seraphim, and the living creatures. They may be the 
ones in view here. Since angels, are God’s messengers, they may not have 
been included in this heavenly council. 
 
16. Heavenly Beings 
 
They are also called heavenly beings. The psalmist wrote: 
 

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength (Psalm 29:1 ESV). 

 
This description points out their heavenly origin. While this can, of course, 
refer to angels, it may be speaking of all the heavenly beings which the Lord 
has created.  
 
17. Morning Stars 
 
The title “morning stars” is found in the Book of Job: 
 

When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy? (Job 38:7 NKJV). 

 
This could be a title of angels, a title of other heavenly beings apart from 
the angels, or it could be symbolically referring to God’s creation.  
 
18. Angel Of Light 
 
Interestingly, one of the designations for the righteous angels is the term 
“angel of light.” However, it is only used in describing the deception of the 
devil. We read the following: 
 

For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as 
apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as 
an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants also 
masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their 
actions deserve (2 Corinthians 11:13-15 NIV). 

 
To sum up, these various titles of angels, which we find in Scripture, give 
us insight into their unique character. They are helpful in determining much 
about them. 
 
Summary To Question 13   
What Are Some Of The Names Given To Angels? 
 
The Bible attributes a number of names and titles to angels. They include 
angels, host of heaven, spirits, sons of God, sons of the Mighty, holy ones, 
the watchers, flames of fire, rulers, thrones, dominions, powers, the elect, 
chariots of fire, the council, heavenly beings and morning stars. 
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Each of these titles helps us to better understand their attributes. It is 
interesting to note just how many different descriptions the Bible gives of 
angels - obviously they have been very busy in carrying out God’s plan of 
the ages. 
  
 
 

  



Angels 

© Don Stewart 61 

Question 14 
 

What Do Angels And Humans  
Have In Common? 

  
While angels and humans are different types of beings, they do have a 
number of things in common. The evidence is as follows. 
 
1. Both Angels And Humans Were Created 
 
First, both angels and humans have been created by God. The creation of 
the first human, Adam, is listed in the Book of Genesis. It reads as follows: 
 

Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living creature (Genesis 2:7 ESV). 

 
The angels were also created by God. However, they are spirit-beings; a 
different order of beings than are humans.   
 
2. Angels And Humans Were Created By Jesus Christ 
 
Not only are both angels and humans created beings, it is Jesus Christ who 
created the angels as well as creating humanity.  
 
The Gospel of John says that the Word, or Jesus Christ, created all things: 
 

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was already with God in the beginning. 
Everything came into existence through him. Not one thing that exists 
was made without him (John 1:1-3 God’s Word). 

 
All things were created by Jesus, including humans and angels. Paul wrote 
the Colossians: 
 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before God 
made anything at all and is supreme over all creation. Christ is the one 
through whom God created everything in heaven and earth. He made 
the things we can see and the things we can’t see-- kings, kingdoms, 
rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created through him and 
for him (Colossians 1:15,16 NLT). 

 
The testimony of God’s Word is that Jesus created everything.   
 
3. Angels And Humans Are Dependent Creatures 
 
Because angels and humans have been created by God, and have not 
existed eternally, both are dependent creatures. This means that they need 
something outside of themselves to exist. Unlike God who has life in 
Himself, angels and humans are not self-sustaining. 
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4. Both Angels And Humans Were Created Perfect 
 
Both angels and humans were created perfect in the beginning. The Bible 
has the following to say about God’s finished creation: 
 

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very 
good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day (Genesis 1:31 
NKJV). 

 
Everything that God created was very good. The angels served the Lord 
God in His heavenly presence while perfect humanity was placed upon the 
earth.  
 
5. Sin Entered The Angelic And Human Realm 
 
Sin has entered both the angelic and human realms. The entrance of sin as 
far as the human race is concerned is recorded in the third chapter of 
Genesis. We are not certain when the angelic rebellion occurred but we do 
know that it had happened before the time the serpent tempted Eve. 
 
6. The Same Personage Was Responsible  

For Sin Entering Both Realms 
 
The Bible says that the same personage, Satan or the devil, was the one 
responsible for bringing sin into the earthly and the heavenly realm. He 
was the one behind the serpent in the Garden of Eden. He is also the one 
who led the angelic rebellion. Jesus said he was the father of all lies:  
 

For you are the children of your father the Devil, and you love to do 
the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning and has 
always hated the truth. There is no truth in him. When he lies, it is 
consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies (John 
8:44 NLT). 

 
Angelic and human sin came about from the instigation of this one 
personage.  
 
7. Believers And Righteous Angels Are Fellow Servants Of The 

Lord 
 
According to the angel that the Apostle John attempted to worship, the 
righteous angels and the believing humans are both fellow-servants of the 
Lord. We read the following: 
 

I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard 
and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who 
showed them to me, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a 
fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those 
who keep the words of this book. Worship God” (Revelation 22:8 
ESV). 
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The words of the angel to John are highly instructive. Not only are angels 
not to be worshipped by humans, the righteous angels and the redeemed 
humans are fellow servants of the Lord.  
 
In other words, angels and humans are placed on the same level, we are all 
here to serve the Lord.  
 
Therefore, as this angel testified, we are never to exalt angels, or see them 
as beings to whom we are to bow down, or to serve them. Instead, we are 
all servants together. 
 
8. Unrighteous Angels And Unbelieving Humans Will Be 

Punished By God 
 
Judgment, and then punishment, is coming to both unrighteous humans 
and evil angels. Since there was sin in both realms, and seeing that God 
cannot tolerate sin, there must be punishment. 

 
9. Angels And Humans Will Exist Eternally 
 
Though there has been sin among angels and humans neither will be 
annihilated. God has made angels and humans to have eternal or 
everlasting existence. In other words, there will never come a time when 
they cease to exist.    
 
10. Certain Angels And Certain Humans  

Will Be With God For All Eternity 
 
Humans, who have believed in the Lord, as well as the righteous angels, 
will spend eternity in His presence. This is the wonderful promise of 
Scripture.    
 
11. Some Angels And Some Humans  

Will Be Separated From God  
 

While the initial punishment of angels has taken place in the distant past 
there will be a final judgment, and then punishment, for both unbelieving 
humanity as well as the sinning angels in the future.  Indeed, Jesus said the 
wicked will be sent to the same “lake of fire” as the devil and his angels: 
 

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels’ 
(Matthew 25:41 NIV). 

 
The sinning angels, as well as those humans who have rejected Christ, will 
be eternally punished for their sin. This does not, however, mean that they 
will be destroyed, or annihilated (for more information on this subject see 
our book on “Hell”). 

 
This sums up the many things which we humans have in common with 
angels.  
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Summary To Question 14   
What Do Angels And Humans Have In Common? 
 
From the Bible, we discover that there are a number of things that angels, 
invisible spirit beings, have in common with humans.  
 
To begin with, angels and humans are created beings, neither have existed 
eternally. Also, we find that Jesus Christ created both angels and humans. 
Scripture emphasizes that He is the Creator of all things, both visible and 
invisible. 
 
Because angels and humans are created beings, they are dependent 
creatures. In other words, they need something apart from themselves to 
exist. Consequently, each is dependent upon God for their continued 
existence. 
 
There is also the fact that the righteous angels and the believing humans 
are fellow servants together. In fact, when John attempted to worship an 
angel, he was rebuked. The angel made it clear that humans and angels, 
while different orders of beings, are on the same level as fellow servants of 
the Lord. Therefore, angels should never be exalted or worshipped. 
 
Angels and humans were initially created perfect. However, sin entered into 
both the angelic and human realm. Consequently, the visible as well as the 
invisible realm has been marred by sin. 
 
The Bible says that the same personage was responsible for bringing sin 
into both realms. He is a sinful created spirit-being known as Satan or the 
devil.  
 
Because there has been sin in angelic and human realms, there will be a day 
of judgment for both angels and humans. This judgment will lead to 
everlasting punishment for the wicked.  
 
While there is punishment for both evil angels and wicked humanity, 
neither will be annihilated. God has created angels and humans to exist 
forever.  
 
On the other hand, those humans who have believed in the Lord will spend 
eternity with Him along with the angels who did not sin.  
 
Consequently, as we examine what the Bible has to say about angels and 
humans, we find that we do have a number of things in common. 
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Question 15 
 

What Are The Differences Between 
Angels And Humans? 

  
The Bible says that angels have certain things in common with humans.  
For example, both angels and humans were created by God. In addition, 
angels are humans were created by Jesus Christ.  
 
In addition, angels and humans are dependent creatures, they need 
something apart from themselves to exist.  
 
Sin affected both the human and the angelic realm. Therefore, both the 
wicked angels and the unbelieving humans will be judged and then 
punished by God for their wickedness. 
 
These are some of the things which we have in common. 
 
However, while angels and humans have things in common, there are also 
a number of differences between them. They are as follows. 
 
1. Humans Are Created In God’s Image, Angels Are Not 
 
While both angels and human beings have been created by God, only 
humans, however, were created in the image of God. We read about the 
special creation of humanity in the Book of Genesis. The Bible puts it this 
way: 
 

Then God said, “Let us make people in our image, to be like ourselves. 
They will be masters over all life--the fish in the sea, the birds in the 
sky, and all the livestock, wild animals, and small animals.” So God 
created people in his own image; God patterned them after himself; 
male and female he created them (Genesis 1:26,27 NLT). 

 
Only humans have been made in God’s image. This fact makes us distinct 
from all creatures here upon earth as well as the angels in the heavenly 
realm. 
 
2. The Entrance Of Sin Touched All Humans  

But Only Some Of The Angels 
 
Though humanity and angels were created perfect, sin touched both the 
human and angelic population. After Adam and Eve sinned, all the humans 
that were born afterward, with the exception of the Lord Jesus, were born 
with a sin nature. The Bible says: 
 

When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in 
his own image; and he named him Seth (Genesis 5:3 NIV). 

 
The likeness of Adam was a sinful likeness. All humans who are born 
inherit that sin nature. The Bible says. 
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For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23 
NKJV). 

 
Some angels also sinned. However many did not. Those that did not sin 
have remained loyal to God ever since. 
 
3. Humans Can Bear Children, Angels Cannot 
 
Unlike humans, angels cannot bear children. These spirit-beings cannot, 
therefore, have any type of family relationships. Jesus said: 
 

For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are like angels in heaven (Matthew 22:30 NRSV). 

 
Only humans can marry, only humans can have children, and therefore 
only humans can have a family relationship. 
 
4. Humans Can Be Forgiven, Angels Cannot 
 
Though all humans and some angels sinned, forgiveness is only offered to 
sinful humans. Paul wrote the following to the Corinthians: 
 

For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our 
sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ (2 
Corinthians 5:21 NLT). 

 
The angels who sinned are awaiting the Day of Judgment. Jesus spoke of 
this day when they will be judged and then punished: 
 

Then the king will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me! God 
has cursed you! Go into everlasting fire that was prepared for the devil 
and his angels!’ (Matthew 25:41 God’s Word). 

 
Angels have already made their choice. Therefore, no forgiveness has been 
offered to them.  
 
5. Humans Share Christ’s Exalted Position, Angels Do Not 
 
Believers are a new creation in Christ. Consequently we share His exalted 
position. Paul wrote to the Ephesians:  
 

[Christ] raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6 NRSV). 

 
The New Living Translation puts it this way: 
 

For he raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we are seated 
with him in the heavenly realms--all because we are one with Christ 
Jesus (Ephesians 2:6 NLT). 

 
Only humans can be raised in heavenly places in Christ. It is not possible 
for this to happen with angels. 
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6. Humans Will Conform To The Image Of  
Jesus Christ, Angels Do Not 

 
The final state of redeemed humans is far above angels - believers will be 
conformed to the image of Christ: 
 

Because those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that his Son would be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters (Romans 8:29 NET). 

 
John also tells us that someday we will be like Jesus: 
 

Dear friends, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not 
yet been revealed. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him 
because we will see Him as He is (1 John 3:2 CSB). 

 
Believers will eventually be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ; we will 
be like Him! This is the wonderful future God has planned for us! 
 
7. Humans Will Someday Judge Angels, Angels  

Will Not Judge Humans 
 
The humans who have believed in Jesus will eventually judge angels. Paul 
wrote the following to the Corinthians: 
 

Don’t you realize that we Christians will judge angels? So you should 
surely be able to resolve ordinary disagreements here on earth (1 
Corinthians 6:3 NLT). 

 
We will judge them; they will not judge us. 
 
Consequently, when we look at the totality of Scripture, we find that there 
are a number of differences between angels and humans. 
 
Summary To Question 15   
What Are The Differences Between Angels And Humans? 
 
While there are some things that angels and humans have in common, there 
are many things that separate these two orders of created beings. They 
include the following.  
 
Humans have been made in the image of God; this is not true of angels.  
In fact, humans are the only creation of God, on earth or in heaven, that 
bears the divine image. 
 
Only humans are able to bear children and have family relationships, angels 
cannot. In fact, angels cannot marry, they are sexless creatures. Therefore, 
the angelic realm, once created could not increase neither could it decrease. 
 
Though sin has entered into both the angelic and human sphere, only the 
sins of humans can be forgiven. Jesus Christ came to die for the sins of 
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humanity, not the sins of angels. Those humans who have trusted Christ 
as their Savior will eventually judge angels.  
 
Because of these things, the humans who have believed in Jesus will have 
a superior position to the angels in the ages to come, though now we are a 
lower order of being than they are. 
 
This sums up some of the difference between us and the angels. As we 
have seen, we have things in common with them, as well as having a 
number of differences.  
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Question 16 
 

What Are The Differences Between 
Jesus And The Angels? 

 
The Bible contrasts the character of angels and that of the Lord Jesus. 
From Scripture, we can note the following comparisons. 
 
1. Jesus Has A More Excellent Name 
 
Jesus has a more excellent name than the angels. The writer to the Hebrews 
put it this way: 
 

So He became higher in rank than the angels, just as the name He 
inherited is superior to theirs (Hebrews 1:4 CSB). 

 
There is a clear distinction between Jesus and the angels. The word “name” 
in this context has to do with character.  
 
For example, the angels named in Scripture are Michael “who is like God?” 
and Gabriel “God is my strength.” Yet Jesus has a more excellent name 
than them in the sense that He is the Lord God Himself.  
 
2. Jesus Christ Is Superior To Angels In Every Respect 
 
In a long passage (Hebrews 1:5-2:9) the writer emphasizes Christ as 
superior to the angels in every respect. For a short time, when He became 
a human, God the Son was made a little lower than the angels. However, 
He is, in every way, superior to them.  
 
3. Angels Worship Him 
 
Christ is superior to the angels in the fact that they worship Him. We read 
about this in the Book of Hebrews: 
 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let 
all God’s angels worship him” (Hebrews 1:6 NRSV). 

 
Angels are commanded to worship the God the Son. On the other hand, 
the Bible forbids any worship of angels. 
 
4. He Is The Creator While They Are The Created 
 
We also see the contrast between the Creator and the created. In fact, 
Scripture teaches that Jesus was the Creator of the angels: 
 

Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see-- 
kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created 
through him and for him (Colossians 1:16 NLT). 
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Angels were created above humanity, but they are below Christ - the 
Creator of all things. 
 
These are some of the differences between Jesus the Creator, and the 
angels, a created order. Consequently we should never equate Jesus with 
the angels in any way. 
  
Summary To Question 16   
What Are The Differences Between Jesus And The Angels? 
 
There are a number of differences between Jesus Christ and the angelic 
host. We can list them as follows.  
 
For one thing, the Bible clearly says that Jesus has a more excellent name 
than the angels. He is certainly above the angels, superior in every respect. 
 
The reason for this is simple. He is distinct from the angels in the fact that 
He created them. As the Creator of all things, Jesus is a different category 
of being. He is God, the Creator, while angels are the created, they have no 
eternal existence in the past while He has existed forever as God the Son. 
 
Therefore we have the clear distinction between the Creator and the 
created. Consequently, this is why Jesus is said to have a more excellent 
name, or identity, than the angels. Indeed, there is really no comparison 
between Him and them. 
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Question 17 
 

What Have Angels Done According 
To The Old Testament? 

  
Angels have figured prominently in many episodes that the Old Testament 
records. We will consider some of the more important examples. 
 
1. They Were Present At Creation 
  
When God created the world, it seems angels witnessed it. We read the 
questions that the Lord asked Job: 
 

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if 
you possess understanding! Who set its measurements-if you know- or 
who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its bases set, 
or who laid its cornerstone-when the morning stars a sang in chorus, 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy (Job 38:4-7 NET).  

 
The angels, as well as the other heavenly beings which the Lord created, 
rejoiced at God’s creative work. 
 
2. An Angel Brought Good News To Hagar  
 
Although angels were seemingly present at creation, there is no mention of 
their ministry until the days of Abraham. After Hagar had conceived 
Abraham’s child, Sarah, Abraham’s wife, sent her out. The angel of the 
LORD found Hagar in the desert: 
 

The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was 
the spring that is beside the road to Shur (Genesis 16:7 NIV). 

 
Later, when Abraham and Sarah sent out Hagar and Ishmael, the Bible says 
that an angel ministered unto them: 
 

And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to 
Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear 
not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is” (Genesis 
21:17 ESV). 

 
The angel brought this good news to Hagar. 
 
3. Three Angels Visit Abraham 
 
The Bible says that three angels, described as men, visited Abraham while 
on their way to Sodom. These angels appeared in the form of men: 
 

And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
door of his tent in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw 
them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to 
the earth (Genesis 18:1,2 ESV). 
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The angels who met Abraham included the “angel of the LORD.” 
 
4. Angels Rescued Lot From Sodom 
 
Two of these angels rescued Lot from the destruction of Sodom. The Book 
of Genesis reports it as follows: 
 

When he hesitated, the men grabbed him, his wife, and his two 
daughters by their hands, because the LORD wanted to spare Lot. 
They brought them safely outside the city (Genesis 19:16 God’s 
Word). 

 
These angelic messengers rescued Lot from the evil city of Sodom 
immediately before it was to be destroyed.  
 
5. Jacob Encountered Angels 
 
Jacob had a variety of experiences with angels. One of these episodes was 
his famous dream: 
 

He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with 
its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it (Genesis 28:12 NIV). 
 

An angel appeared to Jacob in another dream: 
 

The angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob.’ I answered, ‘Here 
I am’ (Genesis 31:11 NIV). 

 
Later, angels met Jacob as he traveled: 
 

Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when 
Jacob saw them he said, “This is God’s camp!” So he called the name 
of that place Mahanaim (Genesis 32:1,2 ESV). 

 
Mahanaim means “two camps.” 
 
At the end of his life, Jacob said: 
 

The angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; and in 
them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth 
(Genesis 48:16 ESV). 

 
Jacob, therefore, had a number of experiences with angels. 
 
6. There Was A Passover Angel 
 
The angel of death killed every firstborn, of both humans and animals, of 
those families who did not have blood placed over the door post. The 
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families of those who placed the blood were passed over; they were not 
punished (Exodus 12). 
 
7. They Were Present At The Giving Of The Law 
 
Angels were also present at the giving of the law. We read about this in the 
Book of Deuteronomy: 
 

He said, “The LORD came from Sinai. For his people he rose from 
Seir like the sun. He appeared like sunshine from Mount Paran. He 
came with tens of thousands of holy ones. On his right was a raging 
fire for them” (Deuteronomy 33:2 God’s Word). 

 
The psalmist also wrote: 
 

With mighty chariotry, twice ten thousand, thousands upon thousands, 
the Lord came from Sinai into the holy place (Psalm 68:17 NRSV). 

 
The “mighty chariotry” is a term for angels. Here they are described as 
innumerable.  
 
Angels Were Involved In The Giving Of The Law 
 
In the speech of Stephen, before he suffered a martyr’s death, angels are 
acknowledged as being directly involved when God gave the law to Moses: 
 

“This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and 
a judge?’—this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand 
of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. . .  This is the one who 
was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to 
him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to 
give to us . . you who received the law as delivered by angels and did 
not keep it (Acts 7:35,38,53 ESV). 

 
Paul also emphasized this when he wrote the following to the Galatians. 
He put it this way: 
 

Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the 
offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it 
was put in place through angels by an intermediary (Galatians 3:19 
ESV). 

 
The writer to the Hebrews concurred with this. He wrote these words: 
 

For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and 
every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how 
shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at 
first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard 
(Hebrews 2:2,3 ESV). 

 
In some sense, angels delivered the law to the people of Israel. It seems 
that the Lord instructed angels who, in turn, instructed Moses when the 
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law was given. While we may not know what their specific involvement 
may have been, the point is that God used them to deliver His law to the 
people. In other words, they played an important role. 
 
8. An Angel Gave A Warning To Balaam 
 
God sent His angel to warn the Gentile prophet Balaam that he was 
disobeying the Lord. In the Book of Numbers, it says the following: 
 

“But I am the same donkey you always ride on,” the donkey answered. 
“Have I ever done anything like this before?” “No,” he admitted. Then 
the LORD opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD 
standing in the roadway with a drawn sword in his hand. Balaam fell 
face down on the ground before him (Numbers 22:30,31 NLT). 

 
On this occasion, the angel of the Lord stopped Balaam. 
                                    
9. An Angel Rebuked Israel 
 
An angel rebuked Israel for their idolatry. We read about this in the Book 
of Judges: 
 

Now the angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he 
said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that 
I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant 
with you, and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this 
land; you shall break down their altars. ’ But you have not obeyed my 
voice. What is this you have done? So now I say, I will not drive them 
out before you, but they shall become thorns in your sides, and their 
gods shall be a snare to you.” As soon as the angel of the Lord spoke 
these words to all the people of Israel, the people lifted up their voices 
and wept (Judges 2:1-4 ESV). 

 
The angel was sent to rebuke the sinning nation. This is another instance 
of the meaning of the term angel, “messenger.” Indeed, this heavenly 
messenger delivered God’s truth to the people causing them to intensely 
cry because of their sin. 
 
10. An Angel Cursed The Enemies Of The Lord 
 
During the time of the Judges, an angel cursed those who did not help the 
Lord against His enemies. We read of this as follows: 
 

“Curse Meroz!” said the Messenger of the LORD. “Bitterly curse those 
who live there! They did not come to help the LORD, to help the 
LORD and his heroes” (Judges 5:23 God’s Word). 

 
This angel of the Lord cursed the enemies of the God of Israel. The idea, 
that those who oppose the Lord are cursed, is a consistent theme 
throughout Scripture. Indeed, unless they repent a horrific punishment 
awaits them. 
 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 75 

11. They Judged Israel For David’s Sin 
 
When David sinned by numbering the people of Israel, God judged them 
through the angel of the LORD. We read about this in Samuel:  
 

And when the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to 
destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity and said to the angel 
who was working destruction among the people, “It is enough; now 
stay your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. Then David spoke to the Lord when he saw 
the angel who was striking the people, and said, “Behold, I have sinned, 
and I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? 
Please let your hand be against me and against my father's house (2 
Samuel 24:16-17 ESV). 

 
The sin of David caused the people of Israel to be judged. Yet all was not 
lost. Note that the angel was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite 
when the Lord stopped this judgment of the people.  
 
This site would later become the location of the temple which Solomon, 
David’s son would build. It would be the place where the Lord would 
symbolically dwell among His people. It will also play a huge part in the 
future events of this planet (see our book The Jews, Jerusalem, and the Coming 
Temple). Therefore, in God’s judgment, we also see His mercy. 
 
12. Elijah Was Strengthened By An Angel 
 
The prophet Elijah was strengthened by an angel who brought him things 
to eat and drink. We read about this in the Book of First Kings: 
 

Then he lay down and slept under the broom plant. An angel touched 
him and said, “Get up and eat.” When he looked, he saw near his head 
some bread baked on hot stones and a jar of water. So he ate, drank, 
and went to sleep again. The angel of the LORD came back and woke 
him up again. The angel said, “Get up and eat, or your journey will be 
too much for you” (1 Kings 19:5-7 God’s Word). 

 
God used an angel, one of His messengers, to strengthen the prophet. This 
illustrates what the writer to the Hebrews would later say about their 
ministry: 
 

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit 
salvation (Hebrews 1:14 NIV). 

 
Angels are indeed sent to serve those of us who have inherited the salvation 
of the Lord. 
 
13. An Angel Killed The Assyrians 
 
The angel of the LORD killed a large number of the Assyrian army. The 
Book of Kings records the event in this manner: 
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And that night the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 
in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the 
morning, behold, these were all dead bodies. Then Sennacherib king 
of Assyria departed and went home and lived at Nineveh. And as he 
was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech and 
Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the sword and escaped into 
the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place (2 
Kings 19:35-37 ESV). 

 
These Assyrians were killed by the angel of the Lord in their attempt to 
conquer the city of Jerusalem.  
 
Interestingly, we know from some of the ancient monuments of Assyria 
that Jerusalem was not conquered when they invaded Israel at this time in 
history. This omission in their records is a silent testimony to this episode. 
 
14. An Angel Saved Three Hebrews From The Fiery Furnace 
 
The three friends of Daniel - Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah - were saved 
from the fiery furnace by an angel. King Nebuchadnezzar described what 
he saw as follows: 
 

He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the 
fourth is like a son of the gods” (Daniel 3:25 ESV). 

 
Nebuchadnezzar used the pagan phrase “like a son of the gods” to describe 
the fourth man. In reality, God used a heavenly messenger to rescue the 
three young Hebrews from certain death. Again, the Lord was there to help 
His people by means of an angel.  
 
15. An Angel Preserved The Life Of Daniel 
 
An angel preserved the life of the prophet Daniel in the lion’s den. Daniel 
himself testified to this as follows:  
 

My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not 
harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before 
you, O king, I have done no harm (Daniel 6:22 ESV). 

 
The angel supernaturally kept Daniel from being eaten by the lions. 
 
To sum up, the Old Testament gives us numerous examples of angels 
doing the work of the Lord.  They served Him from the beginning of 
creation as well as throughout the entire history of nation of Israel.  
 
Summary To Question 17  
What Have Angels Done According To The Old Testament? 
 
We find that angels were very active during the period of the Old 
Testament. From the very beginning in the Book of Genesis, through the 
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Babylonian captivity, they have been carrying out God’s will toward 
humanity.  
 
As can be seen from the biblical examples we have cited, they have 
appeared at crucial times in Old Testament history. Some of the more 
important episodes are as follows. 
 
For example, angels were present at creation. They were there at the very 
beginning. The first mention of angels helping people is with Hagar, the 
mother of Abraham’s child Ishmael.  
 
We then find angels involved in the lives of Abraham, Lot, and Jacob. 
When the children of Israel were about to leave Egypt in the Exodus, the 
Lord sent a Passover angel to slay the firstborn of man and beast of the 
Egyptians. This resulted in Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. 
 
Angels were also involved at the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai. The Bible 
also records an angel warning the Gentile prophet Balaam.  
 
In the Book of Judges an angel rebuked the nation Israel for their idolatry. 
In another instance, an angel cursed those who did not help the Lord’s 
people Israel.  
 
Scripture says that God judged Israel by means of an angel because of the 
sin of King David. The Lord stopped the angel when he was at the location 
of the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. This would later be the exact 
place where the first and second temple would be built in the city of 
Jerusalem. 
 
The prophet Elijah was sustained by an angel when he was running for his 
life. We also discover that the Lord used a mighty angel to destroy the 
Assyrian army when they had sieged the city of Jerusalem. 
 
The Book of Daniel tells us that the Lord used His angel to deliver the 
three Hebrew men from the fiery furnace. It was also an angel who 
preserved the life of Daniel when he was thrown into the den of lions. 
 
These are some of the many appearances of angels which the Old 
Testament records. It is clear that the work of the Lord was sometimes 
carried out through angels during this period of history.  
 
These episodes illustrate that the ministry of angels consists of doing the 
work of the Lord, in particular helping God’s people in time of need.  
 
In fact, each time they intervened it was for a specific purpose which always 
furthered the plan and purpose of God.  
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Question 18 
 

What Did Angels Do In The 
Life And Ministry Of Christ? 

 
As angels were actively ministering during the Old Testament period, the 
same can be said for life of Jesus Christ. In fact, the New Testament 
stresses the fact that angels were observers of the ministry of Christ: 
 

And most certainly, the mystery of godliness is great: He was 
manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, 
preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in 
glory (1 Timothy 3:16 CSB). 

 
Not only was the Lord observed by angels, they appeared at various times 
during His time here upon the earth.   
 
1. An Angel Predicted His Birth 
 
To begin with, the angel Gabriel predicted the birth of Christ to His mother 
Mary. We read of this occurring in the gospel of Luke: 
 

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:30-33 
NRSV). 

 
This important event, the birth of Christ, necessitated an angel making the 
announcement. 
 
2. They Were Present At His Birth 
  
Angels were also present at the birth of Christ. Luke records this occurring:  
 

Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 
praising God and saying: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors! (Luke 2:13,14 CSB).  

 
The New Living Translation says: 
 

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others-- the armies of 
heaven--praising God: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace 
on earth to all whom God favors” (Luke 2:13,14 NLT). 

 
Again, angels appeared at this important event.  
 
Therefore, we find a celebration of the angelic host at the time the Lord 
was born.  
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3. An Angel Warned Joseph To  
Flee From Herod To Egypt 

 
Shortly after His birth, an angel warned Joseph about Herod’s plot to kill 
the baby Jesus. Matthew records it as follows: 
 

After they were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Get up! Take the child and His mother, 
flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. For Herod is about to 
search for the child to destroy Him” (Matthew 2:13 CSB). 

 
Herod wanted the Christ Child killed. The warning of the angel to Joseph 
caused him to take the baby Jesus, and His mother Mary, and flee to Egypt. 
Therefore, the life of Jesus was spared because of the warning of the angel. 
 
4. An Angel Told Joseph That Herod Was Dead 
 
After Herod died, an angel told Joseph to return from Egypt. We read in 
Matthew:  
 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life 
are dead” (Matthew 2:19,20 NRSV). 

 
The message of Herod’s death was brought by an angel. This allowed the 
Holy Family to return to the Promised Land. 

 
5. They Were At The Temptation Of Christ 
   
In the first recorded instance of angels helping Jesus, when He had grown 
to be an adult, we find them ministering to Him after His temptation by 
the devil.  This is recorded in Matthew’s gospel: 
 

Then the Devil left Him, and immediately angels came and began to 
serve Him (Matthew 4:11 CSB).  

 
Jesus was helped by angels after His forty-day temptation by the devil. This 
occurred after His baptism, but before the Lord began His public ministry.  
 
Angels Are Not Mentioned During Jesus’ Public Ministry 
 
What is conspicuous by its absence is that during the public ministry of 
Jesus angels are nowhere to be found. Indeed, as the Son of God, it seems 
obvious that angelic help was not necessary. 
 
6. An Angel Was With Jesus At Gethsemane 
 
However, after His public ministry was over, when Christ was praying at 
the Garden of Gethsemane while waiting to be betrayed by Judas Iscariot, 
an angel was there ministering to Him: 
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Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him 
(Luke 22:43 NKJV).  

 
Again, we find an angel available to help Jesus. Interestingly, we find angels 
helping Him immediately before He began His public ministry and then 
immediately after His ministry was completed.  
 
As we just mentioned, it seems that during His ministry the help of angels 
was not necessary. 
 
7. Angels Were Ready To Help At Betrayal 
 
While angels did not intervene during His public ministry, they were ready 
to help when Jesus was betrayed. In fact, our Lord made a point of this:  
 

Don’t you realize that I could ask my Father for thousands of angels 
to protect us, and he would send them instantly? (Matthew 26:53 
NLT). 

 
Jesus realized that angels were available to help Him if necessary. Yet He 
did not call upon them. Indeed, it was not God’s purpose for them to 
rescue Him from what He was about to experience. 
 
8. An Angel Rolled The Stone From The Tomb 
 
On Easter Sunday, resurrection day, an angel rolled back the stone from 
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea: 
 

Suddenly, there was a powerful earthquake. An angel of the Lord had 
come down from heaven, rolled the stone away, and was sitting on it 
(Matthew 28:2 God’s Word). 

 
The angel was responsible for letting people into the tomb to see that 
Christ had risen. It was not to let Jesus out of the tomb for He had already 
risen from the dead. Indeed, He supernaturally left the place where He was 
buried in His resurrected body. 
                                       
9. An Angel Announced The Resurrection Of Christ 
  
An angel then announced the resurrection of Christ to the women who 
arrived at His tomb: 
 

But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for 
I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He 
is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (Matthew 
28:5,6 NKJV). 

 
The fact that Jesus was raised from the dead was first announced by angels. 
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10. Angels Was At Jesus’ Ascension 
   
When Christ left this earth and ascended into heaven, there were angels 
present. The Book of Acts records this event: 
 

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them (Acts 1:10 NRSV). 

 
When Jesus ascended, angels were there. In fact, they gave some very 
specific instructions to His disciples: 
 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven (Acts 1:10-11 NIV). 

 
The disciples were commanded to stop standing there and gazing into 
heaven. Indeed, there was the work of the ministry to be accomplished! 
                                     
11. There Will Be Angels At The Second Coming Of Christ 
  
The Bible says angels will be with Christ at His Second Coming. In one of 
His parables, the wheat and the weeds, Jesus taught that the angels would 
pull up the weeds, the unbelievers, at the time of His return: 
 

As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the 
end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will 
weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 
They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear 
(Matthew 13:40-43 NIV) 

 
Jesus also made this clear when He later spoke of the judgment of the 
nations. Matthew records Him saying the following:  
 

And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other (Matthew 24:31 NKJV). 

 
God will also use angels to gather believers when Christ returns to the 
earth.   
 
12. They Will Execute Christ’s Judgment 
  
When the Lord comes again, angels will execute His judgment:  
 

And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also 
for us when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with 
his mighty angels (2 Thessalonians 1:7 NLT). 
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Angels will be God’s instruments in the divine judgment against 
unbelieving humanity. 

 
13. Angels Will Hear Christ Acknowledging  

Or Denying People 
 
After the separation of the unrighteous from the righteous at the coming 
of Christ, the Bible says that angels will hear the Lord either acknowledging 
or denying each person: 
 

And I say to you, anyone who acknowledges Me before men, the Son 
of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God (Luke 12:8 
CSB) 

 
Those who acknowledge Christ will be acknowledged in the presence of 
His angels. 
 
14. Angels Saw Jesus In His Deity And Humanity 
 
It is important to remember that angels had seen Jesus, as God the Son, 
previously to Him becoming a man. When Jesus humbled Himself in 
becoming human, they saw the Lord of the universe make Himself into a 
servant.  
 
These same angels, who had seen God the Son banish the created spirit-
being who became the devil after the original rebellion, observed this same 
evil personage tempting Jesus.  
 
The angels also saw Jesus suffering at the hands of sinful humanity, 
agonizing in the Garden of Gethsemane, and dying a humiliating death 
between two criminals. Indeed, they observed the great love that Jesus 
showed toward humanity. 
 
In sum, angels were present as participants, as well as observers, 
throughout the entire ministry of Jesus Christ upon the earth. 
 
Summary To Question 18   
What Did Angels Do In The Life And Ministry Of Christ?   
 
Angels can be found throughout the life of Jesus Christ. From His birth to 
His ascension into heaven, angels played an important role in the life of 
Christ.  
 
The Bible says that the angels predicted His birth to Joseph and Mary. They 
were also present when He was born. An angel then warned Joseph about 
those who were attempting to kill the baby Jesus. The life of the child was 
saved as the family fled to Egypt. An angel later informed Joseph when the 
evil King Herod had died so they could return to the land. 
 
Before His public ministry began, we find that angels ministered to Jesus 
after His temptation. When His public ministry had ended, angels were 
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there to strengthen Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. Angels were also 
ready to help Jesus when Judas betrayed Him. 
 
While angels were present immediately before His public ministry began as 
well as immediately after it was over, they are nowhere to be found during 
the three plus years that the Lord ministered here upon the earth. The fact 
that they were not active participants in His life and ministry is significant. 
Indeed, they were not necessary for Him to accomplish His mission. 

 
After His death, the Bible says an angel rolled the stone away from the 
tomb of Jesus on the day of His resurrection. When Jesus ascended into 
heaven angels were present.  
 
Indeed, they gave instructions to His disciples to stop gazing into heaven 
and begin the work of the ministry! 
 
Angels will be with Christ at His Second Coming. They will execute His 
judgment. In fact, we are told that angels will separate the righteous from 
unrighteous. They will first gather the unbelievers and bring them to 
judgment, then they will gather the righteous who are here upon the earth. 
 
In sum, just as angels surround the throne of God the Father and serve 
Him, they also were around Jesus - attending to the needs of God the Son, 
when it was necessary. 
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Question 19 
 

What Ministry Did The Angels 
Have In The Early Church? 

 
Angels were busy ministering to people after the time of Christ. In fact, as 
we look at the history of the early church, we find angels helping God’s 
people in various ways. 
 
1. An Angel Appeared To Philip 
 
An angel appeared to Philip and directed him toward the Ethiopian 
eunuch. We read of this in the Book of Acts: 
 

An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip: “Get up and go south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is the desert 
road.) (Acts 8:26 CSB). 

 
The Lord saw the need to send an angel to direct Philip to preach the 
gospel to a particular individual, the Ethiopian eunuch.   
 
2. An Angel Appeared To Cornelius 
 
When a Gentile believer named Cornelius wanted to know more about the 
Lord, an angel was sent to him: 
 

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the 
Italian Cohort, as it was called. He was a devout man who feared God 
with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and 
prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at about three o'clock he had 
a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying 
to him, “Cornelius” (Acts 10:1-3 NRSV). 

 
We find an angel coming to Cornelius as an answer to his prayer. The angel 
instructed Cornelius to send for Simon Peter who would tell him the 
message of Jesus the Christ.  
 
This opened the door for Gentiles, non-Jews, to become part of the family 
of believers, the church. 
 
3. Peter Was Helped Out Of Jail By An Angel 
 
The Bible says that an angel supernaturally helped get the Apostle Peter 
out of jail. We read of this in the Book of Acts where it says the following: 
 

When Peter came to his senses, he said, “Now I’m sure that the Lord 
sent his angel to rescue me from Herod and from everything the Jewish 
people are expecting to happen to me” (Acts 12:11 God’s Word). 

 
Peter’s escape came as a result of the divine work of an angel. 
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4. Herod Was Killed By An Angel 
 
The evil king Herod was killed by an angel of the Lord. The Book of Acts 
says: 
 

Instantly, an angel of the Lord struck Herod with a sickness, because 
he accepted the people’s worship instead of giving the glory to God. 
So he was consumed with worms and died (Acts 12:23 NLT). 

 
The Lord used an angel to punish this evil king. 
 
5. An Angel Encouraged Paul 
 
When Paul faced a storm at sea on his way to Rome, the Lord sent an angel 
to encourage him. Paul told the people on the ship what had happened: 
 

For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom 
I belong and whom I worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; 
you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all 
those who sail with you.’ So take heart, men, for I have faith in God 
that it will be exactly as I have been told. But we must run aground on 
some island (Acts 27:23-26 ESV). 

 
The angel who visited Paul reassured him that all on the ship would be 
saved. As always, the Word of God came true, all were indeed saved. 
 
The Church Testifies To Angels And Other Heavenly Beings 
 
We have seen that angels ministered to certain believers in the early church. 
In the same manner, the Bible says that the church unveiled God’s wisdom 
to the angels: 
 

God’s purpose was to show his wisdom in all its rich variety to all the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms. They will see this when 
Jews and Gentiles are joined together in his church (Ephesians 3:10 
NLT). 

 
Angels, as well as other specially created beings, observed the wisdom and 
purpose of God when Jews and Gentiles became part of one body, one 
family, the church. 
 
Consequently, we find angels at work during crucial times when the gospel 
was being spread. In addition, God’s ministry in bringing both Jews and 
Gentiles into the church was a testimony to the angels as well as to all the 
other spirit-beings the Lord had created. 
 
Summary To Question 19  
What Ministry Did The Angels Have In The Early Church? 
 
The ministry of angels did not stop with the ascension of Jesus into heaven. 
During its early period, when the New Testament church was growing, we 
find angels ministering to God’s people. The Book of Acts, which 
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chronicles the beginning of the church, lists five different appearances of 
angels to His people. 
 
Phillip the evangelist was specially directed by an angel. He was led to speak 
the message of Jesus to a certain eunuch on his way back to Ethiopia. The 
man responded to Philip’s message about the Lord and became a believer 
in Christ. 
 
An angel appeared to Cornelius, the Gentile centurion, with the message 
that his prayers had been answered.  Soon thereafter Cornelius and his 
family heard the good news about Jesus Christ from Simon Peter. They 
listened and believed. This opened the door for Gentiles, non-Jews, to be 
part of God’s family of believers, the church. 
 
In the city of Jerusalem, the Apostle Peter was set free from his chains in 
prison by an angel of the Lord. The angel then supernaturally led Peter to 
safety. 
 
An angel killed the evil king Herod who publicly glorified himself instead 
of glorifying God. In this case, the angel was used to carry out God’s 
punishment. 
 
Finally, the Apostle Paul was encouraged by an angel when facing a terrible 
storm at sea. This angelic personage showed Paul that the people on the 
ship would survive. True to this promise, all of the people did survive. 
 
In writing to the Ephesians Paul emphasized the church itself is a testimony 
to angels of the wisdom of God. The specific events recorded in the Book 
of Acts which involved angels certainly testify to this truth. As in other 
times in biblical history, the Lord used angels to do His bidding. 
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Question 20 
 

What Will Angels Do According 
To The Book Of Revelation? 

 
Angels are at work from the first pages of the Scripture until the last. 
According to the Book of Revelation, the last book of the Bible, there will 
be a future ministry of angels. Their work toward God and humanity is not 
yet finished. The evidence is as follows. 
 
1. Countless Number Of Angels Worship God 
 
We find that there are innumerable angels worshipping around God’s 
throne with the “living creatures” as well as the “elders;” who may or may 
not be heavenly beings. We read the following account of this occurring:  
 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads 
of myriads and thousands of thousands (Revelation 5:11 ESV). 

 
All of these godly spirit-beings were found worshipping the living God, 
day and night. 
 
2. Four Angels Restrain The Winds  
 
The Bible says four angels will restrain the winds upon the earth. Scripture 
says: 
 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth. 
They were holding back the four winds of the earth to keep them from 
blowing on the land, the sea, or any tree (Revelation 7:1 God’s Word). 

 
These angels will miraculously cause the winds to stop blowing. 
 
3. Seven Angels Sound Seven Trumpets Of Judgment 
 
There will be seven angels that will stand before the Lord with seven 
trumpets. John wrote: 
 

And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets 
were given to them (Revelation 8:2 ESV). 

 
They sound the trumpets of judgment. This will occur during the time 
leading up to the Second Coming of Christ. 
 
4. Angels Will Fight Alongside Michael 
 
Angels will be fighting in heaven under the leadership of Michael the 
archangel. The Bible says that they will fight with the dragon, the devil, and 
his evil angels: 
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Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the 
dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was 
defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And 
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called 
the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world— he was thrown 
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And I 
heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have 
come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who 
accuses them day and night before our God” (Revelation 12:7-10 
ESV). 

 
Evil angels will be at war with Michael, and the righteous angels. As the 
Bible notes, the good angels will prevail. 
 
5. An Angel Will Preach The Message Of Christ To The Entire 

World 
 
Before the end comes, an angel will travel all around the world and preach 
the good news about Christ to those who remain on the earth. The 
Scripture puts it this way: 
 

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and 
tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear 
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, 
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs 
of water (Revelation 14:6,7 ESV). 

 
The message of Christ is preached worldwide by an angel. Every language 
group upon the face of the earth will receive this message. 
 
6. An Angel Will Announce The Fall Of Babylon 
 
An angel will announce the fall of the city of Babylon: 
 

Another angel, a second one, followed him, and said, “Fallen! Babylon 
the Great has fallen! She has made all the nations drink the wine of her 
passionate sexual sins” (Revelation 14:8 God’s Word). 

 
When Babylon falls, it will be announced by an angel. 
 
7. The Wicked Are Punished Before Angels 
 
The wicked will be punished in the presence of the holy angels: 
 

And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, 
“If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his 
forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, 
poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented 
with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb” (Revelation 14:9,10 ESV). 
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Those who take the “mark of the beast” will punished in front of the angels 
of God. 
 
8. They Are Harvesters At The End Of The Age 
 
God will send the angels to become harvesters at the end time. They will 
harvest both the good and the evil: 
 

Another angel came out of the temple in heaven. He, too, had a sharp 
sickle. Yet another angel came from the altar with authority over fire. 
This angel called out in a loud voice to the angel with the sharp sickle, 
“Swing your sickle, and gather the bunches of grapes from the vine of 
the earth, because those grapes are ripe.” The angel swung his sickle 
on the earth and gathered the grapes from the vine of the earth. He 
threw them into the winepress of God’s anger (Revelation 14:17-19 
God’s Word). 

 
Jesus also spoke of angels coming at the end-time harvest to separate the 
righteous from the unrighteous (Matthew 13:24-30). 
 
9. Angels Will Pour Out Bowls Of Judgment 
 
Before Jesus Christ returns, angels will pour out seven bowls of judgment 
upon the people of the earth (Revelation 15 and 16). 
 
10. An Angel Reveals The Great Prostitute To John 
 
The great prostitute of Babylon is revealed to John by an angel (Revelation 
17:1-7). Again, an angel figures prominently in the events of the Book of 
Revelation. 
 
11. An Angel Calls For Punishment 
 
John saw an angel calling for the punishment of the unbelieving people on 
the earth: 
 

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called 
to all the birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great 
supper of God” (Revelation 19:17 ESV). 

 
Punishment is called for by an angel. 
 
12. An Angel Binds Satan And Sends Him To The Abyss 
 
After Jesus Christ returns, an angel will bind Satan in the abyss, the 
bottomless pit, for a thousand years. We read the following in the Book of 
Revelation: 
 

I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key to the 
bottomless pit and a large chain in his hand. He overpowered the 
serpent, that ancient snake, named Devil and Satan. The angel chained 
up the serpent for 1,000 years. He threw it into the bottomless pit. The 
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angel shut and sealed the pit over the serpent to keep it from deceiving 
the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were over. After that it must 
be set free for a little while (Revelation 20:1-3 God’s Word). 

 
We find that God uses an angel to bind Satan. 
 
13. There Is No Mention Of Angelic  

Ministry In The Kingdom Age  
 
According to the premillennial view of the future, Jesus Christ will rule as 
the King of Kings in His visible glory upon the earth for one thousand 
years. After that time the eternal state will begin. Interestingly, there is no 
mention of any angelic ministry during the millennial reign of Christ. This 
is similar to the public ministry of Jesus where no angels were involved.  
 
There is the viewpoint among some Bible-believers that there will be no 
literal thousand-year reign of Christ upon the earth in the future. According 
to this position, when Christ returns the eternal state will begin without any 
intervening period. 
 
14. Angels Praise God In The Eternal State 
 
In the eternal state we will find the angels praising God. The Bible says the 
following: 
 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and 
to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel 
(Hebrews 12:22-24 ESV). 

 
Angels will praise God for all eternity. 
 
Thus, we find that the Book of Revelation continues the story of God’s 
worked being performed by angels. 
 
Summary To Question 20  
What Will Angels Do According To The Book Of Revelation? 
 
Angels have always played a role in carrying out the plan of God on the 
earth. Therefore, it is not surprising that we find them at work numerous 
times in the last book of the Bible, the Book of Revelation. Indeed, we 
discover that angels play a prominent role in this particular book. They 
include the following. 
 
To begin with, it was an angel who revealed the contents of the Book of 
Revelation to John the apostle. The book is a revelation about Jesus Christ, 
delivered through the means of an angel. 
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Revelation testifies that there are countless numbers of living creatures, 
including angels, who are before the throne of God constantly worshipping 
Him. 
 
During the time of God’s judgment, four angels will be sent to actually 
restrain the amount of damage done to the earth and its inhabitants.  
 
The trumpets of judgment which are sounded to signify God’s wrath on 
sinful humanity are sounded by angels.  
 
Scripture speaks of an angelic war in heaven led by Michael the archangel. 
In this war, he fights with the devil and his angels.  The result is that the 
devil and his evil angels are kicked out of heaven. 
 
We also find an angel proclaiming God’s message to the world. This 
particular angel goes around the entire earth proclaiming the everlasting 
gospel in every language. 
 
There is another angel who announces the fall of Babylon.  
 
The Bible also says that the wicked will be judged in the presence of God’s 
holy angels. At the end of the age, the angels will appear like harvesters, 
separating the righteous from the evil. 
 
At the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, Scripture says that an angel binds 
Satan and places him in the bottomless pit for a thousand years. 
 
Interestingly, in the Book of Revelation there is no direct mention of the 
role of angels in the kingdom age; the time Christ rules the world after His 
Second Coming. This is similar to what we have discovered about the 
public ministry of Jesus, angels were not involved during the entire time 
He ministered.  
 
However, we do find that angels will be praising God in the eternal state. 
 
Therefore, the Book of Revelation, the last Book of the Bible, is in 
harmony with the rest of Scripture. Indeed, it testifies that angels will have 
a future role in the plan of God. 
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Question 21 
 

Who Is Michael The Archangel? 
 
One of the most prominent characters in the Bible is Michael the 
“archangel,” or “chief angel.” He is the only angel specifically designated 
as an “archangel.” His name means, “who is like God?” He is mentioned 
a number of times in Scripture. From the Bible we know the following 
things about him.  
 
1. He Is One Of The Chief Princes 
 
Michael is called “one of the chief princes.” In the Book of Daniel, we read 
the following: 
 

The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, 
but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left 
there with the kings of Persia (Daniel 10:13 ESV). 

 
This title suggests the highest rank. 
 
2. He Supported Another Angel 
 
Michael supported another angel who was being hindered from answering 
Daniel’s prayer. He said to Daniel: 
 

But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none 
who contends by my side against these except Michael, your prince 
(Daniel 10:21 ESV). 

 
Therefore, we find that Michael has the ability to support other angels in 
their ministries. 
 
3. He Will Have An End Times Ministry 
 
Michael will have a prominent role in the end times. We read the following 
in the Book of Daniel:  
 

The person who looked like a human continued, “At that time Michael, 
the great commander, will stand up on behalf of the descendants of 
your people. It will be a time of trouble unlike any that has existed 
from the time there have been nations until that time. But at that time 
your people, everyone written in the book, will be rescued. Many 
sleeping in the ground will wake up. Some will wake up to live forever, 
but others will wake up to be ashamed and disgraced forever. Those 
who are wise will shine like the brightness on the horizon. Those who 
lead many people to righteousness will shine like the stars forever and 
ever. But you, Daniel, keep these words secret, and seal the book until 
the end times. Many will travel everywhere, and knowledge will grow” 
(Daniel 12:1-4 God’s Word). 
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According to this passage, Michael has a direct connection with the nation 
Israel in the “last days.” 
 
4. He Is Possibly The Archangel  

Mentioned In 1 Thessalonians 
 
Michael is thought by some to be the archangel alluded to in First 
Thessalonians. Paul wrote the following:  
 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16 ESV). 

 
While the identity of this chief angel is not stated, it could possibly be 
Michael. However, it is also likely that the voice referred to here is not the 
voice of the archangel, but actually the voice of the Lord Himself. His voice 
is powerful, it is like that of an archangel. 
 
5. He Disputed With Satan Over Moses’ Body 
 
We are told that Michael contended with Satan over the body of Moses. 
Jude wrote about an episode which is not contained in the Old Testament:  
 

But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil 
about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation 
against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” (Jude 9, NIV). 

 
This is the only passage where Michael is specifically called an archangel.  
 
The New Living Translation puts it this way: 
 

But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare 
accuse Satan of blasphemy, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 
(This took place when Michael was arguing with Satan about Moses’ 
body (Jude 9 NLT). 

 
Interestingly, we find that Michael did not rebuke the devil on his own but 
rather called upon the name of the Lord to rebuke him. 
 
6. He Will War Against Satan 
 
Before Jesus Christ comes back, Michael and his angels will engage in a war 
with Satan and his angels. We read the following in the Book of Revelation: 
 

Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not 
strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon 
was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who 
leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels 
with him (Revelation 12:7-9 NIV). 
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Michael and his army will prevail and Satan will be thrown down to the 
earth. 
 
7. He Is The Messenger Of Law And Judgment 
 
After looking at what the totality of Scripture has to say about Michael the 
archangel, he seems to be the messenger of law and judgment.  
 
This sums up the specific passages in Scripture where Michael the 
archangel appears. As we have seen, he is prominent in carrying out God’s 
program both here on earth as well as in the heavenly realm. 
 
Summary To Question 21  
Who Is Michael The Archangel? 
 
There is much confusion about the identity and ministry of Michael the 
archangel. From looking at the Scripture, we can conclude the following 
about this personage.  
 
He is the only archangel specifically named in Scripture. No other angel is 
given this title. However, since Michael is called the “one of chief princes” 
there are obviously other angels of this rank. Yet none of them are named. 
 
His authority and rank is seen by the fact that he actually supports another 
angel in spiritual warfare. Michael is obviously a powerful being. 
 
Daniel the prophet wrote that Michael will have a prominent role in the 
end times. He seems to have some connection with the nation Israel and 
their destiny. This is also confirmed in the Book of Revelation where 
Michael and his angels are at war with Satan during the time of the end. 
 
Jude records an episode which is not found in the Old Testament. It 
consists of Michael disputing with Satan over the body of Moses. As 
powerful as Michael is, he had to rebuke Satan in the name of the Lord. It 
seems he could not overcome him in his own strength. 
 
This sums up the little information we have concerning Michael the 
archangel. 
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Question 22 
 

Is It Possible To Identify Michael 
The Archangel With Jesus? 

 
There have been those who have attempted to equate Michael the 
archangel with Jesus; that they are the same person. Some feel that Michael 
is Jesus Christ appearing in a temporary form, such as Christ did as the 
angel of the Lord.  
 
This Is A Different View Than The Watchtower Bible And  
Tract Society – The Jehovah Witnesses 
 
At the outset, we must note that this is different than the view of the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, the Jehovah Witnesses. They believe 
that Jesus Christ is a created being who was Michael the archangel in the 
Old Testament; a view totally incompatible with what the Bible says about 
Jesus. The question we are addressing is this: was Michael actually the pre-
incarnate Christ? 
 
The Case For Michael Being Jesus 
 
The arguments for Michael’s identification as being the Pre-incarnate 
Christ are as follows. 
 
1. Michael Is The Chief Prince And Protector 
 
Michael is called the “chief prince” of God’s people. He is also called the 
“protector” of the people Israel. The Bible also teaches that the Lord is the 
one who protects or “keeps” Israel: 
 

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. He will 
not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord 
is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand. The sun shall 
not strike you by day, nor the moon by night (Psalm 121:2-6 ESV). 

 
The argument goes like this: If the LORD is the One who protects or keeps 
Israel, and Michael is the one who is called the protector of the people, 
then Michael must be the LORD who is protecting the people.  

 
2. Christ Will Give A Command Like An Angel 
 
The Bible says that when Christ returns, He will come with the voice, or 
cry of command, of the archangel: 
 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16 NKJV). 
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Since Christ comes with the voice of the archangel, the argument goes that 
He must be that archangel. The only archangel named in Scripture is 
Michael. 
 
Response To The Argument That Michael Is Jesus 
 
The biblical evidence does not substantiate the idea that Michael the 
archangel was actually God the Son, Jesus. The following points make this 
clear. 
 
1 Michael Only Has Authority Over Other Angels 
 
The fact that Michael is called a chief prince only means that he has 
authority over other angels; not over everything that exists. There is no 
statement in Scripture that says Michael has authority over all things. 
 
2. Jesus Is Never Called The Chief Prince 
 
In addition, Jesus is never called the chief prince in Scripture. To the 
contrary, He is the King of kings and Lord of lords: 
 

On his robe and thigh was written this title: King of kings and Lord of 
lords (Revelation 19:16 NLT). 

 
Though Michael has protected Israel, it is as God’s representative. It is 
ultimately the Lord, not Michael, who is protecting or “keeping” His 
chosen people. 
 
3. Michael Is One Of The Chief Princes 
 
In addition, Michael is called “one of the chief princes.” We read the 
following in the Book of Daniel: 
 

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed me twenty-one days. 
So Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, and I left him 
there with the prince of the kingdom of Persia (Daniel 10:13 NRSV).  

 
This means that he is one of a group of princes. We do not know how large 
the group is, but he is not in a class by himself. On the other hand, the 
Bible says that Jesus is the unique Son of God. John wrote: 
 

No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known (John 1:18 ESV). 

 
Jesus is different than angels or humans, He is God the Son. 
 
4. Christ Comes With A Voice Like An Archangel 
 
The fact that Jesus Christ cries out with the voice, or cry of command, like 
an archangel does not mean that He is one. The voice He uses will be “like” 
or “as” that of an archangel. In other words, the Scripture is stressing that 
He has a powerful voice. 
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5. Michael Is The Highest Of The Angels 
 
Michael is the highest of the angels, an order of created beings. He is one 
of the angels, he is not the Creator of the angels as the Bible says that Jesus 
is. Paul wrote the following about Christ: 
 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him (Colossians 1:16 ESV). 

 
Again, Christ has a unique standing. Indeed, He is not in the class of angels. 
 
6. Michael Would Not Rebuke The Devil 
 
There is a further problem with the identification of Jesus with Michael. 
The Book of Jude makes a distinction between Michael and the Lord:   
 

But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare 
accuse Satan of blasphemy, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 
(This took place when Michael was arguing with Satan about Moses’ 
body (Jude 9 NLT). 

 
Michael is obviously not the Lord. He could not rebuke the devil on his 
own, but rather called upon the Lord to rebuke him.  
 
On the other hand, Jesus has no such problem with the devil. In fact, we 
find that He personally rebuked him, since He is the Lord: 
 

Jesus answered, “Go away Satan! The Scriptures say: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God and serve only him.’” Then the devil left Jesus, and 
angels came to help him (Matthew 4:10,11 CEV). 

 
Jesus rebuked Satan, something Michael was not able to do. In doing so, 
Christ made it clear that only the Lord is to be worshipped. No other 
creatures, angel or human, should be given worship. 
 
7. Michael’s Name Bears Testimony To His Character 
 
Michael, the one who is closest in proximity to the Lord at the top of the 
angelic creation, bears testimony to the great gap between the Creator and 
the created.  His name means, “Who is like God?”  
 
The answer, of course, is no one. The closer one gets to God, the more 
they realize their own nothingness and His greatness. Neither Michael, nor 
any of the angels, is like God. 
 
Summary To Question 22  
Is It Possible To Identify Michael The Archangel With Jesus? 
 
In the Scripture, there is a powerful angel named Michael. Some identify 
Michael with Jesus Christ, God the Son. They believe that God the Son 
appeared as an angelic messenger and took the name Michael.  
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This is not the same idea that Jesus is a created being, as argued by the 
Jehovah Witnesses, but rather the belief that Jesus, as God the Son took 
on angelic form with the name Michael.  
 
Support for this belief includes the fact that Michael is called the chief 
prince and protector of Israel. This is an attribute that belongs to God 
alone.  
 
In addition, when Christ returns to the earth, He will give a shout like an 
archangel. This could be another indication that He and Michael are the 
same person. 
 
While some people attempt to equate Michael the archangel with Jesus, 
there is really no biblical evidence to do this. To the contrary, Jesus and 
Michael are two different personages.  
 
For one thing, Michael has authority over the angels, not over everything. 
He is one of God’s subordinates who has been given charge of the angelic 
host, but nothing else. The Lord is the one who protects His people. 
 
While Michael is called the chief prince, Jesus is never called by this title. 
Furthermore, Michael is called “one of the chief princes.” He is not the 
only one. Jesus, on the other hand, is the unique Son of God. 
 
In addition, Jesus will come to snatch away the believers with the voice of 
an archangel or a powerful voice. It does not say He is an archangel. 
Therefore, we have no identification of the two. 
 
Michael is the highest of the angels - an order of created beings while Jesus 
is the uncreated Second Person of the Trinity, God the Son. 
 
Although Michael is the highest of the angels he could not, on his own, 
rebuke the devil. He had to call upon the Lord to do this. Jesus had no 
such limitations. He Himself told Satan to leave! 
 
Finally, Michael’s name bears testimony to his identity. His name means 
“who is like God?” The answer is nobody, not even Michael. 
 
We conclude that Jesus Christ, God the Son and Michael the archangel are 
two different personages. 
 
 

  



Angels 

© Don Stewart 99 

Question 23 
 

Who Is The Angel Gabriel? 
 
Apart from Michael the archangel, the only other angel in Scripture who is 
specifically named is Gabriel. His name means “God is my strength,” or 
“mighty one.” Though he is not specifically called an archangel, he is a 
high-ranking angel. In fact, we are told that he stands in the presence of 
God. Furthermore, messages of the highest importance are given to him.     
 
The References To Gabriel 
 
The Bible gives the following references to the angel Gabriel. 
 
1. He Gave Understanding Of The Vision To Daniel 
 
Gabriel was told to explain to Daniel the meaning of a certain vision. We 
read the following in the Book of Daniel: 
 

And I heard a human voice calling out from the Ulai River, “Gabriel, 
tell this man the meaning of his vision” (Daniel 8:16 NLT). 

 
Gabriel explained to Daniel about the rule of the kingdoms of Medo-Persia 
and Greece. He also told Daniel about the premature death of Alexander 
the Great. 
 
2. He Gave The Prophecy Of Christ’s Coming 
 
In another appearance, Gabriel gave Daniel the explanation of the 
prophecy of Christ’s coming: 
 

Yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen 
in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me 
about the time of the evening offering (Daniel 9:21 NKJV). 

 
It was a time of despair for the nation when Gabriel came to Daniel with 
the message of hope. His name, “God is my strength” or “mighty one,” 
testified to the all-powerful God who was about to deliver His people from 
the bondage of captivity, and bring them back into the land of promise. 
We read him saying: 
 

He spoke with me, instructing me as follows “Daniel, I have now come 
to impart understanding to you. At the beginning of your requests a 
message went out, and I have come to convey it to you, for you are of 
great value in Godʼs sight. Therefore consider the message and 
understand the vision” (Daniel 9:22,23 NET). 

 
Gabriel then proceeds to reveal the great prophecy of the seventy weeks, 
or seventy sevens, to Daniel: 
 

Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to 
finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to 
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bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and 
to anoint the Most Holy Place. “Know and understand this: From the 
time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the 
Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty- 
two ‘sevens. ’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times 
of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put 
to death and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come 
will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: 
War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. 
He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven. ’ In the middle 
of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the 
temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the 
end that is decreed is poured out on him (Daniel 9:24-27 NIV). 

 
This is one of the greatest prophecies in all of Holy Scripture. Indeed, it 
told us the exact time when the Messiah would come the first time as well 
as the exact time that He will come again; when a certain event takes place 
which is still in the future. 
 
3. He Was Possibly The Glorious Angel 
 
It is possible that Gabriel is the unnamed, glorious, angel who interpreted 
the vision of Daniel in the third year of Cyrus. We read the following 
concerning this angel: 
 

I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a 
belt of the finest gold around his waist (Daniel 10:5 NIV).  

 
Another unnamed angel interpreted the vision Daniel received during the 
reign of Belshazzar. This angel may also have been Gabriel: 
 

So I approached one of those standing beside the throne and asked 
him what it all meant. He explained it to me like this (Daniel 7:16 
NLT). 

 
This glorious angel could have been Gabriel. 
 
4. Gabriel Announced The Birth Of John The Baptist 
 
As we move to the New Testament, we find that the angel Gabriel 
announced the birth of John the Baptist to his father Zechariah:   
 

Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right 
side of the altar of incense.  . . The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to 
bring you this good news” (Luke 1:11,19 NRSV). 

 
This important event necessitated the sending of Gabriel. Here he is called 
“an angel of the Lord” of possible “the angel of the Lord.” According to 
Gabriel, he has an exalted position among the angels, he stands at the right 
hand of God. 
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5. He Appeared To Mary (The Annunciation)  
 
The angel Gabriel also appeared to Mary to announce the conception of 
Jesus: 
 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, 
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And [the angel] 
came to her and said, “Rejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you” 
(Luke 1:26-28 CSB). 

 
He was sent there to announce the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world. 
 
Other Possible Appearances As The Angel Of The Lord 
 
While there are only four times when Gabriel’s name is specifically 
mentioned in the Bible, there are other occasions where he may have 
appeared as the angel of the LORD.  
 
Indeed, a number of times in the New Testament, a personage called the 
angel of the LORD appeared. Though he is not named, it is likely that he 
is Gabriel, since Gabriel is designated as the angel of the LORD in Luke 
1:11. 
 
In sum, we find that Gabriel is an angel of the highest order.  
 
Summary To Question 23  
Who Is The Angel Gabriel? 
 
Gabriel is one of only two righteous angels which are named in Scripture. 
He appears in both testaments. His ministry seems to be that of mercy and 
promise.  
 
We know that he appeared to the prophet Daniel. In fact, it was Gabriel 
who explained the meaning of one of Daniel’s visions to the prophet.  
 
The great prophecy of the coming of Christ was also announced by the 
angel Gabriel; the prophecy of the seventy sevens. 
 
On two other occasions in the Book of Daniel an unnamed glorious angel 
interpreted a vision that Daniel had received. It is possible that Gabriel was 
this unnamed angel. 
 
In the New Testament, we find Gabriel appearing to Zechariah, the father 
of John the Baptist. He announced that Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth 
would conceive a son in their old age. In this episode, Gabriel also 
identified himself as the angel who stands at the right hand of God. 
 
Soon after the appearance to Zechariah, Gabriel appeared to Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, announcing the conception and future birth of the Christ 
Child.  
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Gabriel is called the “angel of the Lord” or “an angel of the Lord” in Luke 
1. Consequently, he is likely the one who appeared to Joseph a number of 
times as the angel of the Lord.  
 
Other appearances of the angel of the Lord in the New Testament may be 
attributed to him. However, of this we cannot be certain. 
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Question 24 
 

Who Is The Angel Of The LORD 
In The Old Testament? 

 
Though all the good angels are angels of God, or angels of the Lord, there 
is one special angel who is distinct and unique from all the other angels, he 
is called “the angel of the LORD” or “an angel of the Lord.” 
 
He Appears In Both Testaments 
 
The Bible, in both testaments, speaks of this personage called “the angel 
of the LORD,” the “angel of the Presence” or the “angel, or messenger, of 
the Covenant.” He appears in many important contexts in Scripture. 
Indeed, the manner in which he is described sets him apart from all the 
other angels.  
 
His appearances bring up a number of important questions. Who is he? Is 
he more than just a mere angel? What conclusions can we make about his 
identity from the Bible? 
 
There Are Three Possibilities As To His Identity 
 
Three major views have been put forth as to the exact identity of the angel 
of the LORD.  They are as follows. 
 
Option 1:  He was mighty angel who acted as the special     

representative of the LORD.  
 
Option 2:   He is God the Father assuming a human body. 
 
Option 3: He is God the Son, taking a body for a short period of 

time. 
 
Each of these three views has its supporters.  
 
The Appearances Of The Angel Of The Lord 
 
To determine which view best fits the evidence, we will consider some of 
the major appearances of the angel of the LORD and make some 
observations about those appearances. 
 
1. He Appeared To Hagar   
 
The first recorded appearance of the angel of the LORD was to Hagar, 
Abraham’s mistress, and the mother of his son Ishmael.  We read in 
Genesis: 
 

The angel added, “I will so increase your descendants that they will be 
too numerous to count” (Genesis 16:10 NIV). 
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This angel spoke in the first person to Hagar when he made her this 
promise. Indeed, he said that “He Himself” would multiply the 
descendants of Hagar.  The angel, therefore, identified Himself with the 
Lord. 
 
After the appearance of the angel of the LORD, Hagar spoke: 
 

She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God 
who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me” 
(Genesis 16:13 NIV).  

 
Hagar believed that she had spoken directly to God. Therefore, she 
seemingly thought the angel was indeed the Lord Himself. 
 
2. He Appeared To Abraham And Sarah At Mamre   
 
Three men appeared to Abraham and his wife Sarah at the plains of Mamre. 
They had come to inform Abraham and Sarah concerning two matters. 
First, the son that God had promised them would be born to Abraham and 
Sarah the next year. Second, the evil cities of Sodom and Gomorrah would 
be destroyed. One of the three visitors who gave them this information is 
specifically called the LORD: 
 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 
the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day (Genesis 18:1 NRSV).  

 
One of these three personages is identified as the Lord Himself. 
    
3. The Angel Appeared To Abraham On Mount Moriah   
 
On another occasion, God told Abraham to bring his son Isaac to Mount 
Moriah to be offered as a sacrifice. Abraham obeyed and was about to take 
Isaac’s life when God intervened. The angel of the LORD stopped 
Abraham saying:  
 

Do not lay a hand on the boy or do anything to him. For now I know 
that you fear God, since you have not withheld your only son from Me 
(Genesis 22:12 CSB).  

    
The angel told Abraham that he had not withheld Isaac from “himself.” 
This seems to indicate that it was the Lord that was speaking. 
 
He then called a second time to Abraham: 
 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 
and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have 
done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely 
bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the 
sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 
possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring 
all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me” 
(Genesis 22:15-18 NIV). 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 105 

    
In this next instance the angel of the LORD, who called out to Abraham, 
seems to be the Yahweh, the LORD Himself, since He used the first 
person “I” in describing Himself.  
 
4. He Appeared Several Times To Jacob   
 
This angel appeared a number of times to Jacob. We read in Genesis: 
 

Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, 
‘Here I am!’ (Genesis 31:11 ESV). 

 
In this instance, he is called the “angel of God.” Jacob wrestled all night 
with this personage who finally disabled him. The next morning Jacob 
understood that it was God Himself whom he had wrestled: 
 

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen God 
face to face, and my life is preserved” (Genesis 32:30 NKJV). 

 
At the end of his life, Jacob spoke of God, and the angel of the LORD, as 
identical: 
 

The Angel who has delivered me from all harm--may he bless these 
boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase greatly upon the earth 
(Genesis 48:16 NIV). 

 
Again, we find this particular angel identified with “the Lord.” 
 
5. Moses And The Burning Bush 
 
The angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in the burning bush. We read 
the following in the Book of Exodus: 
 

There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from 
within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not 
burn up (Exodus 3:2 NIV).  

 
The angel explained who He was: 
 

Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, 
because he was afraid to look at God (Exodus 3:6 NIV). 

 
The martyr Stephen emphasized this special event: 
 

Forty years later, an angel appeared to Moses from a burning bush in 
the desert near Mount Sinai. Moses was surprised by what he saw. He 
went closer to get a better look, and the Lord said, “I am the God who 
was worshiped by your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses 
started shaking all over and didn’t dare to look at the bush (Acts 7:30-
32 CEV). 
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This was a monumental event in the history of God’s dealings with 
humanity. Scripture seems to indicate that it was the Lord Himself who 
appeared as an angel. 
 
6. God’s Promise To Send His Angel 
 
God promised to send His angel ahead of the children of Israel. In the 
Book of Exodus, we read the following promise of God: 
 

See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way 
and to bring you to the place I have prepared. Pay attention to him and 
listen to what he says. Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive 
your rebellion, since my Name is in him. If you listen carefully to what 
he says and do all that I say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and 
will oppose those who oppose you. My angel will go ahead of you and 
bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, 
Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them out (Exodus 23:20-23 
NIV). 

 
The Israelites were told that they must obey this angel because the name 
of the LORD was in him. Since God would never share His name with any 
created being, it seems that this angel must be God Himself. Isaiah the 
prophet wrote: 
 

I am Yahweh, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another or 
My praise to idols (Isaiah 42:8 CSB). 

 
The New Living Translation says: 
 

I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to anyone 
else. I will not share my praise with carved idols (Isaiah 42:8 NLT). 

 
God specifically says that HE will not share His name or glory with anyone 
else. This is why many people think that this particular angel, this 
messenger, must be God Himself. 
 
7. Joshua 
 
An imposing personage appeared to Joshua. Scripture records the 
following: 
 

Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 
standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went 
up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” “Neither,” 
he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now 
come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and 
asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” The 
commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for 
the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so (Joshua 
5:13-15 NIV). 

 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 107 

Having Joshua immediately remove his sandals reminds one of the Lord 
telling Moses to remove his sandals in God’s presence at the burning bush. 
This seems to be another indication that it was the Lord Himself who made 
an appearance to Joshua. 

 
8. To The People Of Israel At Gilgal 
 
The angel of the Lord also appeared to the people of Israel. We read the 
following account: 
 

Now the angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he 
said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that 
I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant 
with you, and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this 
land; you shall break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my 
voice. What is this you have done? So now I say, I will not drive them 
out before you, but they shall become thorns in your sides, and their 
gods shall be a snare to you.” As soon as the angel of the Lord spoke 
these words to all the people of Israel, the people lifted up their voices 
and wept. And they called the name of that place Bochim. And they 
sacrificed there to the Lord (Judges 2:1-5 NIV). 

 
Notice this angel said that “I” have brought you up from Egypt. He spoke 
of the land that “I swore to give to your fathers.” He also spoke about “my 
covenant” with you. These are references which can only refer to God and 
to Him alone. This is another example as to why many people believe the 
angel of the Lord was the Lord Himself. 
 
9. Gideon  
 
Gideon was a man who was called by God to raise an army to defeat the 
innumerable Midianites. Because Gideon was a timid person, God paid 
him a visit to assure him that all would go well. After the encounter Gideon 
exclaimed: 
 

Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the Lord. And Gideon 
said, “Alas, O Lord God! For now I have seen the angel of the Lord 
face to face.” But the Lord said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; 
you shall not die” (Judges 6:22,23 ESV). 

 
If it was only an angel, and not God, that Gideon saw, then why was he 
afraid for his life?  
 
10. Samson’s Parents  
 
The angel of the LORD appeared to a Hebrew woman and her husband 
to announce the birth of a son, Samson. He was to deliver the people of 
Israel from their enemies:   
 

When the angel of the LORD did not show himself again to Manoah 
and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. “We 
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are doomed to die!” he said to his wife. “We have seen God!” (Judges 
13:21,22 NIV). 

 
They identified the angel of the LORD with God Himself. 
 
Other Appearances Where He Is Distinguished From The Lord 
 
Although these ten appearances identify the angel of the LORD with the 
LORD Himself, there are other appearances of the angel of the LORD 
where he is distinguished from God. We read the following in Second 
Samuel: 
 

So the Lord sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the 
appointed time. And there died of the people from Dan to Beersheba 
70,000 men. And when the angel stretched out his hand toward 
Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity and said 
to the angel who was working destruction among the people, “It is 
enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was by the 
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite (2 Samuel 24:15-16 ESV). 

 
In this instance, the Lord stopped the destruction that the “angel of the 
Lord” was causing to Israel. 
 
Zechariah wrote the following: 
 

And they reported to the angel of the LORD, who was standing among 
the myrtle trees, “We have gone throughout the earth and found the 
whole world at rest and in peace.” Then the angel of the LORD said, 
“LORD Almighty, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem 
and from the towns of Judah, which you have been angry with these 
seventy years?” So the LORD spoke kind and comforting words to the 
angel who talked with me (Zechariah 1:11-13 NIV). 

 
In this particular episode, the angel of the Lord is in a dialogue with the 
Lord Himself. The fact that this angel is asking questions, so as to gather 
information, reveals that He cannot be identified with God, the One who 
knows all things. 
 
In these two instances, the angel of the Lord is differentiated from the Lord 
Himself. 
 
The Angel Came At Turning Points In History 
 
One of the amazing things we discover about the “angel of the Lord” is 
how often this personage appeared at a turning point in history.  
 
For example, this angel appeared to Abraham and Sarah to announce the 
son of promise was to be born. From their son Isaac, the chosen race 
would emerge. 
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The angel also spoke to Moses at the burning bush declaring that he would 
be the one who would deliver this same chosen people from the bondage 
of Egypt  
 
The angel of the Lord also led the people of Israel to Mt. Sinai where the 
Law was given.    
 
It was the angel of the Lord who ordered that an altar should be built on 
the threshing floor of the Araunah the Jebusite. This location would later 
become the place where the temple was built. 
 
In sum, the angel of Lord appeared at a number of crucial times in the 
history of the people of God. 
 
Summary To Question 24   
Who Is The Angel Of The Lord In The Old Testament? 
 
While the Bible records angels visiting the people of God during the Old 
Testament era, there is one special angel who had a unique ministry. This 
personage is called the “angel of the Lord.” 
 
On ten separate occasions, when this particular angel appeared, he spoke 
as though it was the Lord Himself that was doing the talking. This includes 
appearances to such biblical characters as Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua 
and Gideon.  
 
Since we find this particular angel speaking in the same way that God 
Himself would speak, it has generated much discussion as to his exact 
identity. We will examine the issue of his identity in our next two questions. 
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Question 25 
 

Was The Angel Of The Lord In The Old Testament A Theophany? 
(A Temporary Appearance Of God) 

 
We have seen that the angel of the Lord appeared at numerous times in the 
history of Israel during the Old Testament era. Furthermore, on ten of 
these occasions when He appeared, this angel spoke in the same way that 
God Himself would speak.  
 
This has caused many people to believe that the angel of the Lord was 
actually God Himself, taking upon a human form for a short period of 
time. This temporary appearance of God in a human form is known as a 
“theophany.” 
 
Is this what we should conclude? Did God Himself appear as the angel of 
the Lord at certain times during the Old Testament period? 
 
The case for the angel of the LORD being a theophany, a temporary 
appearance of God in a body, is as follows. 
 
1. He Is Identified With The Lord Himself 
 
In some contexts, the angel of the LORD is identified with the LORD 
(Genesis 16:7-13; 22:11-18). Indeed, He speaks in the first person as the 
Lord.  
 
2. He Has Power To Give Life 
 
The angel of the LORD is said to have power to give life. We read of this 
in the Book of Genesis when this personage is addressing Hagar:  
 

The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I will surely multiply your 
offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude” (Genesis 
16:10 ESV).  

 
Only God has this power. No angel or any other created being can do this. 
 
3. He Is All-Knowing 
 
The quality of omniscience, or knowing everything, is attributed to the 
angel of the LORD:  
 

She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are the God 
who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me” 
(Genesis 16:13 NIV). 

 
Again we emphasize, the knowledge of angels is limited. 
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4. He Is The Judge Of The Earth 
 

The angel of the LORD is called the “Judge of all the earth” (Genesis 
18:25). This is a title that belongs to God alone. Angels do not judge 
the entire earth. 

 
5. He Can Forgive Sin 
 
The Bible says that only God can forgive sin. We read the Lord saying in 
Isaiah: 
 

“It is I who sweep away your transgressions for My own sake and 
remember your sins no more” (Isaiah 43:25 CSB). 

 
Yet the angel of the LORD had authority to forgive sins. The Lord said 
the following to the people of Israel: 
 

See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way 
and to bring you to the place I have prepared. Pay attention to him and 
listen to what he says. Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive 
your rebellion, since my Name is in him (Exodus 23:20,21 NIV).  

 
This equates the angel with the Lord Himself. 
 
6. He Receives Worship 
 
Worship belongs to God and Him alone. Yet we are told that Moses and 
Joshua worshiped the angel of the LORD: 
 

These facts have led many to believe that the angel of the Lord should 
be identified with the Lord Himself. In other words, on certain 
occasions in the Old Testament period, God Himself took on a human 
form in temporary appearances to His people. 

 
In sum, we find that this particular angel is unique and distinct from all 
other angels mentioned in the Bible. Indeed, on occasion, he introduced 
himself as Deity, and yet he is distinct from God. While he spoke face to 
face with people as a man, the evidence seems clear that he was more than 
a simple messenger sent from God. 

 
The Case For The Angel Of The Lord  
Being God The Son (Jesus Christ) 
 
The evidence from these appearances has convinced many that, at certain 
times in the past, God took upon Himself a human form to appear to 
people as the angel of the LORD.  This being the case we then must 
examine the evidence to see which member of the Trinity became the 
“angel of the Lord.”  
 
If the angel of the Lord was truly an appearance of God in human form, it 
seems that it is God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity who made 
these appearances. Therefore, before He came to earth to live as a human 
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being, the pre-incarnate Christ appeared to a number of people. The 
reasoning is as follows. 
 
For one thing, the angel is called “Yahweh,” the Lord. He is identified with 
God Himself. Therefore, the angel is the Lord Himself. 
 
Although the angel is called “the Lord” He is sometimes treated as a 
distinct Person from the Lord. This is consistent with the doctrine of the 
Trinity where the three members are distinct from one another. 
 
Therefore, if the angel is the Lord Himself, but is distinct from the other 
members of the Trinity, we then must identify which member He is. The 
best candidate is God the Son, Jesus Christ. The identification with God 
the Son, Jesus Christ, is made as follows. 

 
1. Only God The Son Has Assumed A Human Body 
 
In the New Testament, God the Father is unseen, as is God the Holy Spirit. 
While we hear the voice of the Father on a number of occasions, and the 
Holy Spirit comes down in the form of a dove, only God the Son took 
upon Himself a human body.  
 
Therefore, it is consistent with what we know about God the Son, that He 
would appear in a human body on a few select occasions during the Old 
Testament period before He became a human being in the Person of Jesus 
Christ in the New Testament era. 
 
2. The Nature Of The Ministry Of The Angel Of  

The Lord Identifies Him With God The Son 
 
When one looks at the ministry of the angel of the Lord, it is consistent 
with the ministry of God the Son. The angel of the Lord is sent to God’s 
people to reveal His truth, while God the Son was sent to the world to 
reveal God’s truth, as well as to reveal what God is like.  
 
As the New Testament indicates that the Father sent the Son into the 
world, God the Father also sent the angel of the Lord into certain situations 
during the Old Testament period. 
 
3. The Angel Of The Lord Is Not Identified  

With The Lord In The New Testament 
 
In the New Testament all the references to angels are to either human or 
angelic beings. Indeed, there is no instance where the angel of the Lord is 
identified with the Lord Himself.  
 
This gives further indication that once God became a human being in the 
Person of Jesus Christ, it was no longer necessary for Him to appear to 
select people as an angel in a human form. 
 
These arguments are used to show that the “angel of the Lord” and God 
the Son are one-in-the same Person. 
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4. Sometimes The Angel of The Lord Is Actually God While At 
Other Times He Is Only An Angel 

 
While the angel of the LORD is sometimes identified with the LORD 
Himself, there are other times when they are distinguished. Therefore, it is 
concluded that on some occasions the angel of the LORD was God 
Himself, while at other times he was merely a messenger sent from the 
LORD. 
 
The context must determine the identity of the angel of the LORD. If the 
angel of the LORD was, in some instances, God the Son, Jesus Christ, 
coming in a temporary body, then the term angel stresses the basic meaning 
of the word - one sent. God the Son was sent by God the Father.  
 
Therefore the word “angel” in that context would be referring to the office 
of the One sent-a messenger. 
 
This is in keeping with nature of the mission of Jesus Christ - He is the one 
whom the Father has sent. Jesus Himself said: 
 

I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who 
sent me (John 8:18 NIV). 

 
If, however, it is one of the angelic host who is referred to as the angel of 
the LORD, then it is the nature of the being that is being stressed. In other 
words, he is one of the heavenly host, a created spirit-being, who was sent 
from the Lord. 
 
This sums up some of the arguments for the angel of the Lord being a 
theophany. 
 
Summary To Question 25   
Was The Angel Of The Lord In The Old Testament A Theophany? 
(A Temporary Appearance Of God) 
 
As we have observed, on a number of occasions in the Old Testament, an 
angelic messenger appeared to select individuals as the “angel of the Lord.” 
There is a question as to his exact identity.  
 
Indeed, this personage spoke as if he were God Himself, and did things 
that only the Lord can do. In addition, on a few occasions he seemed to 
have been worshipped, something which belongs to God alone. 
 
When the angel of the Lord appeared, it seems to be the Lord Himself. 
The angel has attributes that belong to God and God alone. In addition, 
He is addressed as the Lord, and he speaks in the first person as though 
He is the Lord. If this be the case, then He is not a created being, but God 
Himself who took on angelic form.  
 
Though some have thought it to be God the Father, this would more likely 
be an instance of God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, coming 
to earth for a short time in a human form. 
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Other times, however, the angel of the Lord is clearly distinguished from 
the Lord. On these occasions the angel may have been a created being 
rather than God Himself.  
 
This has led some to argue that the designation “angel of the Lord” may 
not always refer to Lord taking on a human form. It all depends upon the 
context. 
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Question 26 
 

Was The Angel Of The Lord Merely A Mighty 
Angel Who Was God’s Special Representative? 

 
While the idea that the angel of the Lord is a theophany, or Christophany, 
a temporary appearance of God the Son in a human form for the benefit 
of the people, there are those who believe that each appearance can better 
be explained by assuming that it was merely a mighty angel who appeared. 
The reasons why this position is held can be summarized as follows.  
 
The Understanding Of The Role Of  
A Messenger In The Ancient World 
 
To begin with, it is acknowledged that the angel speaks in the first person 
for God and that characteristics which belong to God alone are also applied 
to him. In other words, it appears as though this is God Himself speaking. 
However, this should not settle the issue seeing that we must understand 
the nature of the role of a messenger in the ancient world.  
 
The ancients viewed a messenger as one who had the authority to speak 
for the one who sent him. Consequently the messenger could speak in the 
first person as though the one who sent him was actually speaking.  
 
Consequently, while the messenger could personally make certain 
statements and claims, it was understood by everyone that the claims he 
was making were not his, but rather the one who sent him. 
 
If this is the case, then it would explain why the angel of the Lord makes 
these specific claims for himself. He is speaking with the authority of the 
One who sent Him, the Lord.  
 
Objections To The Idea The Angel Was Not The Lord Himself 
 
There are certain objections to this idea that the angel of the Lord was not 
actually the Lord taking upon Himself a human form.  
 
First, at certain times, these angels received worship, something which 
belongs to God alone. This would disqualify a mere angel as being the angel 
of the Lord. 
 
Second, it seems Hagar and the parents of Samson assumed they had 
actually seen the Lord Himself. Does this not prove that it was the Lord 
who in fact appeared? 
 
Response To Objection: It Is Not Clear  
The Angels Received Worship 
 
One of the strongest arguments for identifying the angel of the Lord with 
the Lord Himself is that he received worship; something that God alone is 
due. However, it is also been contended that this angel did not actually 
receive worship that belongs only to the Lord. 
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Response To Objection: We Should Not  
Assume That Hagar Was Correct 
 
While it seems that Hagar and the parents of Samson may have believed 
that the personage who spoke to them was God Himself this does not 
necessarily make it so. What we have recorded in Scripture is their belief in 
the identity of the personage which they saw.  
 
Though these people believed they actually saw God this does not make it 
so. They could have been mistaken in their belief. 
 
The Angel Of The Lord In The New Testament Is Not God 
 
There is something else. The angel of the Lord also appears in the New 
Testament. All agree that this personage is merely a messenger of God, a 
created being, and not God Himself. 
 
Conclusion: There Is No Clear Solution To This Issue 
 
With the available evidence, it is possible to argue for either of these two 
choices. It is possible that the angel of the Lord, in some instances, was the 
pre-incarnate Christ, while it is also possible to believe that he is merely a 
special angel sent by God. The emphasis in Scripture is not so much on 
the messenger himself, but rather the message that he brought. 
 
Summary To Question 26   
Was The Angel Of The Lord Merely A Mighty Angel  
Who Was God’s Special Representative? 
 
On a number of occasions in the Old Testament, an angelic messenger 
appeared to select individuals as the “angel of the Lord.” There is a 
question as to his exact identity. This personage spoke as if he were God 
Himself, and did things that only the Lord can do. In addition, on a few 
occasions he seemed to have been worshipped, something which belongs 
to God alone. 
 
When the angel of the Lord appeared, it seems to have been the Lord 
Himself. This angel has attributes that belong to God and to Him alone. 
In addition, He is addressed as the Lord, and He speaks in the first person 
as though He is the Lord. If this be the case, then He is not a created being, 
but God Himself who took on the role of a messenger.  
 
Though some have thought it to be God the Father, this would more likely 
be an instance of God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, coming 
to earth for a short time in a human form. 
 
Other times, however, the angel of the Lord is clearly distinguished from 
the Lord. On these occasions the angel may have been a created being 
rather than God Himself. This has led some to argue that the designation 
“angel of the Lord” may not always refer to Lord taking on a human form. 
It all depends upon the context. 
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However, we do not necessarily have to assume that it was the Lord 
Himself who appeared in a temporary form during Old Testament times. 
During the Old Testament period it was assumed that a messenger could 
speak with the absolute authority of the one who sent him.  
 
Although the messenger would speak in the first person “I,” everyone 
understood that it was the one who sent the messenger who was really 
speaking. If this is the case with the appearances of the angel of the Lord, 
then what we have is a heavenly messenger, not the Lord Himself, speaking 
to the people with the Lord’s authority. The fact that this messenger uses 
the first person “I” does not necessarily mean that this messenger was the 
Lord. 
 
There does not seem to be enough information to know which of these 
views is correct. It is possible that God Himself, in the Person of God the 
Son, took on a human form for certain select occasions and appeared as 
the “angel of the Lord.”  
 
It is also possible that it was merely an angel who appeared as God’s 
representative in these instances. This angel spoke with God’s complete 
authority. 
 
The Scripture itself does not seem to be so concerned about the identity of 
the “angel of the Lord” as it is with the message he proclaimed. This should 
also be our emphasis. 
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Question 27 
 

Who Is The Angel Of The LORD 
In The New Testament? 

 
On a few occasions in the Old Testament period, a being called “the angel 
of the Lord,” or “an angel of the Lord,” appeared to select individuals. 
Who was he? 
 
Some argue that this personage was God the Son, Jesus Christ, who 
temporarily assumed a human form before He became a human being 
some two thousand years ago. Others, however, see this person as merely 
an angel who was representing the Lord. There is no unanimity of opinion 
among Bible-believers on this matter. 
 
The Bible also says the angel of the LORD appeared in New Testament 
times. Do we know his identity? Is it the same angel who appeared at 
various times during the Old Testament period? 
 
“An” Angel Or “The” Angel? 
 
To begin with, there is one matter that needs to be addressed concerning 
the identity of the angel of the Lord in the New Testament. In the Greek 
text, there is no article before the words, “angel of the Lord.” Therefore, it 
can be translated either “an angel of the Lord” or “the angel of the Lord.” 
While a few English translations use the article “the” before the “angel of 
the Lord,” the great majority do not.  
 
From the New Testament, we discover the following things about this 
angel. 
 
1. He Foretold The Birth Of Jesus 
 
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and foretold the birth of Jesus. 
This is recorded in Matthew’s gospel: 
 

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20,21 NRSV). 

 
In this context the angel is not identified. 
 
2. Gabriel Is Called An Angel Of The Lord 
 
Luke, however, seemingly identifies this angel of the LORD as Gabriel. He 
writes: 
 

An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar 
of incense (Luke 1:11 CSB). 
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Luke also wrote: 
 

The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of 
God, and I was sent to speak to you and tell you this good news” (Luke 
1:19 CSB). 

 
The angel Gabriel to Mary also: 
 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who 
are highly favored! The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:26-28 NIV). 

 
Since Gabriel who appeared to Mary was earlier identified as “an angel of 
the Lord” to foretell the birth of John the Baptist, it seems to follow that 
the unnamed angel of the Lord who appeared to Joseph was also Gabriel. 
However, we cannot be certain of this because he is not named in his 
appearance to Joseph. 
 
3. He Appeared After The Birth Of Christ 
 
This particular angel of the Lord also appeared to Joseph after Jesus had 
been born. He warned Joseph that Herod was about to kill the child: 
 

After they were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Get up! Take the child and His mother, 
flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. For Herod is about to 
search for the child to destroy Him” (Matthew 2:13 CSB). 

 
He also spoke to Joseph after Herod had died. The angel told him that his 
family could return from Egypt: 
 

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Get up! Take the child and His mother 
and go to the land of Israel, because those who sought the child’s life 
are dead (Matthew 2:19,20 CSB). 

 
Since Jesus had already been born, it is not possible that He could be both 
the young child, and this angel of the LORD, at the same time. Therefore 
this angel, or messenger, of the LORD in this context, was someone else.  
 
4. He Delivered Peter 
 
An angel of the Lord helped Peter escape from jail. This is recorded in the 
Book of Acts: 
 

Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. 
He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” 
And the chains fell off his wrists (Acts 12:7 NRSV). 
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God used this angel of the Lord to keep Peter from being harmed by the 
religious rulers. Scripture says this angel of the Lord “appeared” in Peter’s 
cell.  
 
As spirit-beings, angels can function as go-betweens, between the Lord and 
humans. Indeed, they can pass back and forth from the unseen realm to 
the visible realm at will. In other words, these ministering spirits are 
unimpeded by any physical boundaries. 
 
5. An Angel Of The Lord Killed Herod 
 
An angel of the LORD is the one who put the evil king Herod to death. 
We read about this in the Book of Acts: 
 

Herod came dressed in his royal robes. He sat down on his throne and 
made a speech. The people shouted, “You speak more like a god than 
a man!” At once an angel from the Lord struck him down because he 
took the honor that belonged to God. Later, Herod was eaten by 
worms and died (Acts 12:21-23 CEV). 

 
Though the angel of the LORD is not identified in these instances, there 
is nothing to suggest that he was the LORD Himself. 
 
In these two instances, this angel of the Lord could not have been the Lord 
Jesus. Indeed, these two episodes occurred after His ascension into heaven. 
Once the Lord had come back from the dead, He always appeared as the 
“resurrected Christ,” never as an angel. 
 
It Is Probably Gabriel 
 
The most likely candidate for the angel of the Lord in the New Testament 
is Gabriel. As we mentioned, when an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Zechariah to announce the birth of John the Baptist, he identified himself 
as Gabriel.   
 
Though we are not specifically told the identity of this angel of the Lord in 
the other New Testament contexts, it is consistent to identify him with the 
angel Gabriel.  However, we cannot be certain.  

 
Summary To Question 27   
Who Is The Angel Of The Lord In The New Testament? 
 
There is no agreement as to the exact identity of a personage called “the 
angel of the Lord” or “an angel of the Lord” in the New Testament. Some 
believe it was actually God the Son, Jesus Christ, who appeared as the angel 
of the Lord during certain times in the Old Testament era. Others contend 
it was merely a messenger of God who was the angel of the Lord, and not 
God Himself taking on a human form. 
 
While the angel of the Lord may have been God the Son, Jesus Christ, 
making temporary appearances on certain occasions in the Old Testament, 
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it certainly was not the same person appearing during the New Testament 
era.  
 
The angel Gabriel is identified as “the angel of the Lord” by Luke. Gabriel 
appeared to Zechariah the father of John the Baptist announcing the 
upcoming birth of John. This occurred before the birth of Christ. 
 
An angel of the Lord foretold the birth of Jesus to Joseph. However, on 
two other occasions when the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, Jesus 
had already been born.  
 
Obviously, the angel of the Lord could not have been Jesus! This tells us 
that the phrase “angel of the Lord” either speaks of more than one person, 
or that the same person was involved in all the appearances under the title 
“angel of the Lord.”  
 
There are two other recorded appearances in the New Testament of the 
angel of the Lord. They both occur in the Book of Acts. The angel of the 
Lord miraculously delivered Peter from prison before he was to be brought 
before the religious rulers.  
 
Later, the angel of the Lord struck down the evil King Herod when Herod 
glorified himself rather than giving glory to God. Since these appearances 
took place after Jesus had ascended into heaven, it rules out Him being the 
angel of the Lord in these instances. Whenever Jesus appeared after His 
resurrection, He is identified as the resurrected Christ. 
 
If the angel of the Lord does not refer to Jesus during these New 
Testament appearances, then possibly it would not have been the Lord 
Jesus in those Old Testament appearances as the “angel of the Lord.”  
 
Since Gabriel is identified as the angel of the Lord in Luke, we should 
probably assume that it is he who appears in other contexts in the New 
Testament, but is not named.  
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Question 28 
 

Are Angels Connected With 
The Various Nations? 

 
We find from Scripture that there is a connection between angels and the 
different nations of the world. When the Jews were about to return from 
captivity, the prophet Daniel began to pray and fast for their coming back. 
At this time the Jews were under the rule of the Persian Empire. After three 
weeks of prayer, an angel appeared and explained to Daniel the reason for 
the delay. The Book of Daniel explained why it happened in this manner: 
 

Only I, Daniel, saw the vision; the men who were with me did not see 
it. On the contrary, they were overcome with fright and ran away to 
hide.  I alone was left to see this great vision. My strength drained from 
me, and my vigor disappeared; I was without energy.  I listened to his 
voice and as I did so I fell into a trance-like sleep with my face to the 
ground.  Then a hand touched me and set me on my hands and knees. 
He said to me, “Daniel, you are of great value. Understand the words 
that I am about to speak to you. So stand up,  for I have now been sent 
to you.” When he said this  to me, I stood up shaking. Then he said to 
me, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel, for from the very first day you applied 
your mind to understand and to humble yourself before your God, 
your words were heard. I have come in response to your words. 
However, the prince of the kingdom of Persia was opposing me for 
twenty-one days. But Michael, one of the leading princes, came to help 
me, because I was left there with the kings of Persia. Now I have come 
to help you understand what will happen to your people in the latter 
days, for the vision pertains to future days” (Daniel 10:7-14 NET). 

 
This passage gives us some insight into the battles occurring in the spiritual 
realm. We can make the following observations from this passage. 
 
1. There Is A Spiritual Battle Occurring 
 
It took this angel twenty-one days to answer Daniel’s prayer because the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia hindered him. Obviously, this could not 
have been an earthly prince restraining an angel. Therefore, this passage 
speaks of a spiritual battle that is occurring in the heavenly realm.  
 
In the New Testament, we find this emphasized: 
 

For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens (Ephesians 6:12 CSB). 

 
There is indeed a spiritual battle. 
 
5. The Prince Of Persia Is Overseeing The Nation 
 
The prince of Persia seems to be the angel that was overseeing this nation. 
For some reason he was opposed to revealing this message to Daniel about 
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what would occur in the future. Though no specific details are given, we 
are informed by this passage that there was an angel overseeing Persia in 
the same way as the Lord used Michael as the overseer of the nation Israel. 
 
3. There Is Also The Prince Of Greece 
 
From this passage we are informed that there is also a prince, or angel, over 
Greece. We read the following: 
 

So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return 
to fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of 
Greece will come” (Daniel 10:20 NIV). 

 
After his battle with the prince of Persia, this angel said the angel, or prince, 
of Greece was to come. This angel that looked after Greece, like the one 
over Persia, was not inclined to allow Daniel to be informed of events 
which were to come. 
 
4. Angels Are Described As Rulers In The New Testament 
 
When the New Testament uses the word “rulers” to describe the different 
orders or ranks of angels, this may include these various angels over the 
nations. The word is used of both good and bad angels. Paul wrote: 
 

So that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places 
(Ephesians 3:10 NRSV). 

 
He said that our ultimate struggle is against these authorities: 
 

For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places (Ephesians 6:12 NRSV). 

 
Ultimately, the struggle that believers face is with these spiritual powers in 
the heavenly realm.  
 
In sum, the Lord has pulled back the curtain of the unseen realm to let us 
know that there are spiritual battles among angels who are aligned with 
various nations.  
 
While this gives us a glimpse into the unseen realm, there is obviously so 
much that we do not know. Therefore, we must be careful not to speculate 
beyond what has been revealed.  
 
Summary To Question 28  
Are Angels Connected With The Various Nations? 
 
From Scripture there seems to be angels who actually oversee the various 
nations. The prayer of Daniel the prophet gives examples of angels looking 
over the affairs of Greece and Persia.  
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Daniel was told by an angel that the answer to his prayers was hindered for 
three weeks by the prince of Persia. Michael the archangel had to assist 
another angel in bringing Daniel the answer to his request. Obviously, there 
was spiritual warfare occurring in the heavenly realm which prevented his 
prayers from being answered. 
 
This certainly tells us that there are spiritual battles occurring in heavenly 
places. This is consistent with what Paul wrote to the Ephesians. Indeed, 
our struggle is ultimately with spiritual forces, not with humans. 
 
In addition, this passage seems to indicate that there are certain angels who 
have authority over nations. As Michael the archangel is said to be the 
guardian of Israel, this angel of Persia was guiding this evil nation. This 
angel over Persia did not want Daniel to be informed about future events; 
events which would deal directly with that nation. 
 
An angel over Greece is also mentioned. This particular angel did not want 
Daniel to understand what would happen to that nation in the future. 
 
From these passages we are again reminded that ultimately, we are fighting 
spiritual battles against unseen spiritual forces. These forces are powerful 
and evil but they have been defeated by the Lord. In this, we can take much 
comfort. 
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Question 29 
 

Who Are The Living  
Creatures? (Ezekiel 1, Revelation 4) 

  
While the subject of this book is angels, God’s invisible messengers, there 
are other heavenly beings that the Lord has created that are always kept 
distinct from the angels. In other words, these beings are never sent as 
God’s emissaries to humanity as are the angels.  
 
The Book of Ezekiel describes certain heavenly beings called “living 
creatures.” Their description is found in the opening chapter. It reads as 
follows: 
 

And in the fire was what looked like four living creatures. In 
appearance their form was that of a man, but each of them had four 
faces and four wings. Their legs were straight; their feet were like those 
of a calf and gleamed like burnished bronze. Under their wings on their 
four sides they had the hands of a man. All four of them had faces and 
wings, and their wings touched one another. Each one went straight 
ahead; they did not turn as they moved. Their faces looked like this: 
Each of the four had the face of a man, and on the right side each had 
the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the 
face of an eagle. Such were their faces. Their wings were spread out 
upward; each had two wings, one touching the wing of another 
creature on either side, and two wings covering its body. Each one 
went straight ahead. Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, 
without turning as they went (Ezekiel 1:5-12 NIV). 

 
The description Ezekiel gives of these creatures is both complicated and 
puzzling - they are merely called “four living creatures” and nothing more. 
In this context, we have no other clue to their identity. 
 
Some Think They Are The Cherubim 
 
Though the living creatures are not identified in Ezekiel 1, we may have an 
explanation of their identity later in Ezekiel. In another vision, Ezekiel sees 
heavenly creatures that he calls, “cherubim:” 
 

The cherubim were standing at the south end of the Temple when the 
man went in, and the cloud of glory filled the inner courtyard. Then 
the glory of the LORD rose up from above the cherubim and went 
over to the door of the Temple. The Temple was filled with this cloud 
of glory, and the Temple courtyard glowed brightly with the glory of 
the LORD. The moving wings of the cherubim sounded like the voice 
of God Almighty and could be heard clearly in the outer courtyard. 
The LORD said to the man in linen clothing, “Go between the 
cherubim and take some burning coals from between the wheels.” So 
the man went in and stood beside one of the wheels. Then one of the 
cherubim reached out his hand and took some live coals from the fire 
burning among them. He put the coals into the hands of the man in 
linen clothing, and the man took them and went out. (All the cherubim 
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had what looked like human hands hidden beneath their wings.) Each 
of the four cherubim had a wheel beside him, and the wheels sparkled 
like chrysolite. All four wheels looked the same; each wheel had a 
second wheel turning crosswise within it. The cherubim could move 
forward in any of the four directions they faced, without turning as 
they moved. They went straight in the direction in which their heads 
were turned, never turning aside. Both the cherubim and the wheels 
were covered with eyes. The cherubim had eyes all over their bodies, 
including their hands, their backs, and their wings. I heard someone 
refer to the wheels as “the whirling wheels.” Each of the four cherubim 
had four faces--the first was the face of an ox, the second was a human 
face, the third was the face of a lion, and the fourth was the face of an 
eagle (Ezekiel 10:3-14 NLT). 

 
Because this description is similar to chapter 1, many people think they are 
two different descriptions of the same creatures - the cherubim. 
 
Revelation 4 Speaks Of Living Creatures 
 
Some identify them with the four living creatures spoken of in the Book of 
Revelation. The Bible says: 
 

The first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an 
ox, the third living creature with a face like a human face, and the 
fourth living creature like a flying eagle (Revelation 4:7 NRSV). 

 
They had four faces: of a man, an ox, a lion, and an eagle. They seem to be 
representative of various parts of God’s creation (humanity, domesticated 
animals, the wild beasts, and birds). 
 
These living creatures worship God continually. The Bible tells us more 
about them: 
 

Each of these living beings had six wings, and their wings were covered 
with eyes, inside and out. Day after day and night after night they keep 
on saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty-- the one who 
always was, who is, and who is still to come” (Revelation 4:8 NLT). 

 
Their mission is to constantly serve the living God. 
 
There Is Not Enough Information To Be Certain 
 
Though these beings are similar to the ones spoken of in Ezekiel, there are 
some differences between them. Whether they are the same creatures with 
slightly different descriptions, or two similar types of heavenly creatures, 
we cannot be certain. There is simply not enough information. 
 
In sum, since there are so many things that we do not know about these 
living creatures, we must be extremely careful about making any firm 
conclusions.  
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Summary To Question 29  
Who Are The Living Creatures? (Ezekiel 1, Revelation 4) 
 
In the first chapter of the writings of the prophet Ezekiel, he saw in a 
vision, four living creatures that were around the throne of God. Their 
identity is not explained.  
 
In chapter 10 he gives a description of the cherubim - which could be the 
same creatures. However, no connection is made between the two 
passages. 
 
We also find similar living creatures in the Book of Revelation. Though 
their characteristics are similar, they are not exactly the same.  
 
Consequently we do not have enough information to make any definite 
conclusions about these heavenly creatures. The best we can say is that 
these creatures do exist and they have some function in God’s rule but 
beyond that we must remain silent. 
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Question 30 
 

Who Are The Cherubim? 
  
Scripture speaks of heavenly beings known as cherubim. As is true with the 
“living creatures,” they are distinct from the angels. In fact, the cherubim 
are seemingly the highest form of created beings.  
 
The word “cherubim” is the plural form of “cherub.” It is a transliteration 
of a Hebrew word. In other words, the Hebrew word here is cherubim and 
the English translators have merely transliterated it into English. 
 
In some of the older English versions, “cherubim” was made plural by, 
“cherubims.” This, however, is a mistaken translation since cherubim is the 
plural form, and cherub is the singular form in Hebrew. 
 
The Cherubim In Scripture 
 
We find the cherubim mentioned a number of times in Scripture: 
 
1. They Were Guarding Eden 
 
Cherubim guarded the Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve were 
banished. The Book of Genesis reports what occurred: 
 

After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden 
of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to 
guard the way to the tree of life (Genesis 3:24 NIV). 

 
They were placed there to keep Adam and Eve from re-entering the 
Garden and eating from the tree of life. 
 
2. The Cherubim Were On The Atonement Cover (The Mercy 

Seat) 
 
The Bible describes two golden figures of the cherubim with their wings 
stretched over the Atonement Cover, or Mercy Seat, on the Ark of the 
Covenant: 
 

And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the 
cover. Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the 
other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 
The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing 
the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking 
toward the cover. Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark 
the Testimony, which I will give you (Exodus 25:18-21 NIV). 

 
God promised to meet with His people there. Scripture says: 
 

There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the 
ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my 
commands for the Israelites (Exodus 25:22 NIV). 
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The cherubim were on this holy object, the place of meeting between God 
and His people. 
 
6. Their Figure Was On The Veil Of Tabernacle 
 
The figure of the cherubim was interwoven into the veil of the tabernacle. 
The Bible says: 
 

Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine 
twisted linen, and blue, purple, and crimson yarns; you shall make them 
with cherubim skillfully worked into them (Exodus 26:1 NRSV). 

 
The importance of the cherubim can be found by their placement on the 
curtains of the tent of meeting, the tabernacle. 
 
4. There Were Two Carved Cherubim Next To The Ark  
 
Two large-sized olivewood cherubim were constructed and placed next to 
the Ark of the Covenant in the Temple: 
 

Within the inner sanctuary Solomon placed two cherubim made of 
olive wood, each 15 feet tall. The wingspan of each of the cherubim 
was 15 feet, each wing being 7-1/2 feet long. The two cherubim were 
identical in shape and size; each was 15 feet tall. Solomon placed them 
side by side in the inner sanctuary of the Temple. Their outspread 
wings reached from wall to wall, while their inner wings touched at the 
center of the room (1 Kings 6:23-27 NLT). 

 
These gigantic cherubim would have been imposing figures in the Holy of 
Holies. 
 
5. The Lord Rode A Cherub 
 
Scripture speaks of the Lord symbolically riding a cherub:   
 

He rode on a cherub and flew, soaring on the wings of the wind (2 
Samuel 22:11 CSB). 

 
The Bible also speaks of God as enthroned on the cherubim (Ezekiel 10:1-
22). 
 
Who Are The Cherubim? 
 
The cherubim are similar to the seraphim, but a different order of heavenly 
being. Their exact identity has not been revealed in Scripture. There are 
three main theories as to what they represent: 
 
Option 1. They Are Connected To  

God’s Judgment And Redemption 
 
In some instances they seem to be connected to God’s judgment and 
redemption of humanity (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:22). 
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Option 2. They Are Symbolic Representatives  
Of The Godhead 

 
There are some who hold that the cherubim are symbolic representative of 
the Trinity - God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
Option 3. They Are Symbolic Representations  

Of Redeemed Humanity 
 
Others contend that cherubim are actually symbolic of redeemed 
humanity. According to this view, the perfections of humanity that were 
lost at the fall in the Garden of Eden are now reflected in the cherubim. 
They represent, not fallen humanity, but redeemed humanity - they are 
symbolic of what God has done for us. Consequently they are placed near 
the symbolic presence of God. 

 
They Are Symbols Of God’s Mercy 
 
It seems what we can say is that the cherubim were symbols of the mercy 
of God. While the flaming sword in the Garden of Eden symbolized God’s 
justice, the position of the cherubim, to keep them from re-entering the 
Garden, was a sign of God’s mercy. The position of the cherubim over the 
Ark of the Covenant, and in the Holy of Holies, would also seem to speak 
of the mercy of God. 
 
They Are Near To God 
 
In addition, their nearness to God gives to all creation the assurance that 
someday it will be set free from the bondage of sin. The Bible says: 
 

For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will 
reveal who his children really are (Romans 8:19 NLT). 

 
This is the day in which all redeemed humanity is looking forward to! 
 
What Did They Look Like? 
 
Not only is the exact identity of the cherubim unknown, it is also not 
known how they looked. Some identify them with the living creatures of 
Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 4. If that is the case, then they would have four 
faces: 
 

The first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an 
ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living 
creature like an eagle in flight (Revelation 4:7 ESV). 

 
These four faces are thought to illustrate the strength of God’s creatures: 
lion-like strength, ox-like service, human-like intelligence, and eagle-like 
speed.  
 
Others, however, believe the cherubim had human faces and are not to be 
identified with the “living creatures” that had four faces. 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 131 

In sum, while there are certain things, we do know about the cherubim 
there is certainly much mystery with respect to exactly who they are, what 
they look like, as well as what they do. 
 
Summary To Question 30   
Who Are The Cherubim? 
 
The cherubim were winged creatures that appear in a number of places in 
Scripture. They are seemingly the highest form of heavenly beings that the 
Lord has created. The Bible always keeps them distinct from angels, who 
are sent by the Lord as ministering spirits. 
 
Scripture says that cherubim guarded the Garden of Eden after Adam and 
Eve sinned. We find their form was fashioned on the Ark of the Covenant, 
and two large carved cherubim were placed in the temple.  
 
As to their exact identity and appearance, no one knows. It is not certain 
that they are the living creatures identified in Ezekiel 1 or Revelation 4. 
Much about them still remains a mystery. Therefore, we must be careful 
about making any firm conclusions.  
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Question 31 
 

Who Are The Seraphim? 
 
In the Book of Isaiah, there are heavenly beings called “seraphs” or 
“seraphim” As we have found with the cherubim and the living creatures, 
the seraphim are a distinct type of a created being that is different from the 
angels. 

 
Seraphim is the plural form of the word “seraph.” Like the term 
“cherubim,” seraph and seraphim are both transliterations of Hebrew 
words. In other words, the Hebrew words found here in Isaiah are 
“seraph” and “seraphim.” The English translators have merely 
transliterated the Hebrew words into our language.  
 
The Bible gives this description of them: 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, 
seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above 
him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 
their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 
flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of 
their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 
filled with smoke (Isaiah 6:1-4 NIV). 
 

The Bible then describes the response of the prophet Isaiah when he saw 
this vision: 

 
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord Almighty.” Then one of the seraphim flew to me with 
a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for” (Isaiah 6:5-7 
NIV). 

 
This is the only scriptural reference to the seraphim.  
 
The word means “the burning ones.” In the context of Isaiah, the seraphim 
are connected with God’s throne and His holiness. They are standing and 
serving before the throne, awaiting His commands. 
 
The Description Given 
 
This passages provides for us a specific description of the seraphim. They 
also have a different appearance than angels as well as the cherubim.  Note 
that they have six wings, with two covering their faces and two covering 
their feet. This is highly instructive.  
 
Indeed, even the seraphim cannot be fully exposed in the presence of the 
Living God who is Holy, Holy, Holy!  
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They Were The Agent In Isaiah Purification 
 
The seraphim were engaged in the purification of the prophet Isaiah. We 
read the following words of the prophet: 
 

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD Almighty” . . . With it he touched my mouth and said, 
“See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin 
atoned for” (Isaiah 6:5,7 NIV). 

 
Isaiah the prophet was purified by the work of these angels. 
 
What all that means is not explained. Like other heavenly personages, such 
as the living creatures (Ezekiel 1, Revelation 4) and the cherubim, there is 
much that we do not know about the seraphim.  
 
They Seem To Be Part Of The Heavenly Assembly 
 
It is possible that the seraphim are part of a group called the heavenly 
assembly, or heavenly counsel. We read about them as follows: 
 

Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the 
Lord sitting on his throne with all the multitudes of heaven standing 
around him on his right and on his left. And the Lord said, ‘Who will 
entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death 
there?’ “One suggested this, and another that. Finally, a spirit came 
forward, stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will entice him. Therefore, 
we must be careful about making any firm conclusions about exactly 
who they are, and what they do” (1 Kings 22:19-21 NIV). 

 
There are some who believe that the “spirit” in this context may refer to 
the seraphim. However, there is not enough evidence to be certain.  

 
Did The Seraphim Have The Authority To Forgive Sin? 
 
One question that does come up about the seraphim concerns their ability 
to forgive sin. In their description in the Book of Isaiah we read that after 
Isaiah saw a vision of the Lord Himself a seraph flew to him and told him 
that he was forgiven of his sin. 
 

I said, “Too bad for me! I am destroyed, for my lips are contaminated 
by sin, and I live among people whose lips are contaminated by sin. 
My eyes have seen the king, the Lord who commands armies.” But 
then one of the seraphs flew toward me. In his hand was a hot coal he 
had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and 
said, “Look, this coal has touched your lips. Your evil is removed; your 
sin is forgiven” (Isaiah 6:5-7 NET). 

 
Was this seraph able to confer forgiveness on Isaiah? The answer is both 
yes and no. Yes, this spirit-being was able to tell Isaiah that he had been 
forgiven. However, the seraph did this as a representative of the Lord. In 
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other words, this creature was merely conveying a message from the Lord 
that the prophet had been forgiven.  
 
This is an important distinction. Created beings, including humans, do not 
have the ability to forgive the sins of a person, only God does this. 
However, God’s representatives, in speaking for Him, can bring the 
message that sins have been forgiven and cleansing has occurred. This is 
what happened in this instance.  
 
In fact, it is similar to the authority Jesus gave to His disciples after He had 
risen from the dead. We read the following in the Gospel of John: 
 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. Just as the Father has 
sent me, I also send you.” And after he said this, he breathed on them 
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they 
are forgiven; if you retain anyoneʼs sins, they are retained” (John 20:21-
23 NET). 

 
Believers have the authority to tell people their sins have been forgiven, or 
their sins have not been forgiven. This is based upon how the person views 
Jesus Christ. Those who trust Him as their Savior are forgiven. Christians 
can declare this truth to the unbeliever. On the other hand, Christians are 
also able to tell people that their sins will not be forgiven if they reject 
Christ. This authority has been given to believers by the Lord. However, 
the ability to forgive belongs to Him alone. His representatives merely 
convey this truth.  
 
This is similar to this episode with the seraph in Isaiah. In the vision of 
Isaiah, the seraph, as a representative of the Lord, declared that Isaiah’s 
guilt was removed. However, this being, in and of itself, had no authority 
to do so. 
 
Summary To Question 31   
Who Are The Seraphim? 
 
The seraphim, or burning ones, are only mentioned in one passage in 
Isaiah. They are somehow connected with the throne of God. They do not 
appear in the form of men as do angels. Indeed, they seem to be a higher 
rank of heavenly beings than the angels. Like the cherubim, they are 
depicted as having wings.  
 
As is the case of other heavenly beings, such as the living creatures in 
Ezekiel and Revelation, and the cherubim, there is much that we do not 
know about the seraphim. 
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Question 32 
 

Who Are The Elect Angels? 
 
Scripture speaks of certain angels as being “elect.” We find them 
mentioned a number of times in the Bible. For example, Paul wrote to 
Timothy: 
 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels, I 
warn you to keep these instructions without prejudice, doing nothing 
on the basis of partiality (1 Timothy 5:21 NRSV). 

 
The elect angels are most likely those who stayed true to God during the 
original angelic rebellion. There may have been a period of time when they 
were under probation. The fact that they remained true to the Lord 
revealed their election. 
 
Believers are said to be “elect” or “chosen” for obedience:” 
 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you 
and peace be multiplied (1 Peter 1:1,2 NKJV). 

 
Like these angels, these believers willingly chose to follow the Lord when 
given the option. In this sense they are also “elect.” 
 
What Do We Know About Elect Angels? 
 
The Bible says the following about the elect angels. 
 
1. They Are Confirmed In Their Goodness 
 
These angels, who did not stray from the Lord, have been confirmed in 
their goodness. They are constantly loyal to the Lord. This is a permanent 
quality of their character. 
 
2. They Relate Differently Than Humans 
 
Because the elect angels do not need any deliverance from sin, as do 
humans, they are related to Jesus Christ differently. He is not their 
intermediary, as He is with humanity. Jesus serves as an intermediary 
between believers and God the Father. He has no such ministry with the 
“elect angels.” 
 
3. They Have No Will To Choose Evil 
 
It seems that the elect angels, or holy angels, now have no will to choose 
evil. They made their choice when they did not follow the devil. This choice 
seems to be an eternal, irrevocable decision on their part. In other words, 
there will not be another angelic rebellion in the future. 
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4. They Are In Contrast To The Evil Angels 
 
The elect angels are in contrast to those who rebelled with the devil. 
Judgment and then punishment is awaiting them. Jesus explained it this 
way: 
 

Then He will also say to those on the left, ‘Depart from Me, you who 
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels!’ 
(Matthew 25:41 CSB). 

 
These evil angels are cursed for their sin. In other words, there is no hope 
for them. 
 
These are the few things we are told about the “elect” or “chosen” angels. 
  
Summary To Question 32  
Who Are The Elect Angels? 
 
Certain angels in Scripture are called “elect” or “chosen.” These are the 
ones who did not rebel against God in the beginning, but rather chose to 
stay with Him when the rebellion occurred.  
 
Like believers, their election was revealed when they chose to follow the 
Lord rather than the devil. It seems that once they made their choice in the 
beginning not to rebel, they are forever obedient to the Lord.  
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Question 33 
 

Why Are Angels Called “Winds” In Some Translations Of Hebrews 
1:7 And “Spirits” In Other Translations? 

 
In the first chapter of the Book of Hebrews, where the writer emphasizes 
that Jesus is superior to the angels, there is a description of angels in verse 
seven. However, we find a difference in the way this verse is translated into 
English.  
 
Angels Are Spirits 
 
In many translations, the verse is rendered something like the following: 
 

And he says of the angels, “He makes his angels spirits and his 
ministers a flame of fire” (Hebrews 1:7 NET) 

 
In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels spirits, and his 
servants flames of fire” (Hebrews 1:7 NIV) 

 
In these translations, like many others, the Bible says that the Lord makes 
his angels “spirits.” 
 
Other Translations Say Winds 
 
However, the plural form of the Greek word pneuma, translated here as 
“spirits,” can also mean “winds.”  
 
In fact, some English translations render the word in this manner in this 
verse in Hebrews. For example, we read: 
 

And about the angels He says: He makes His angels winds, and His 
servants a fiery flame (Hebrews 1:7 CSB). 

 
Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a 
flame of fire” (Hebrews 1:7 ESV). 

 
Consequently, we find a difference concerning how English translations 
render this verse. 
 
The Writer Is Quoting Psalm 104:4 
 
In this passage, the writer to the Hebrews is citing the Psalms where we 
read the following: 
 

He [the Lord] lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; he makes 
the clouds his chariot; he rides on the wings of the wind; he makes his 
messengers winds, his ministers a flaming fire (Psalm 104:3,4 ESV). 

 
In these verses, it is speaking poetically of the literal wind. The Lord can 
make the angels like the wind, or like a flaming fire. 
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So What Is The Proper Translation? 
 
Since we find some translations reading “winds,” while other “spirits,” do 
we know which of the two is correct? The truth of the matter is that either 
is possible, and either will work in the context. 
 
Angels Are Like The Wind 
 
As we have observed, angels are compared to the wind in Scripture. This 
could also be drawing attention to their spirit nature. Indeed, they are 
invisible spirits, servants of the Living God. This particular verse in 
Hebrews compares angels to both wind and fire.  
 
Interestingly, wind and fire are also symbols of the Person and work of the 
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.  
 
Consequently, wind and fire are fitting designations of both the Holy Spirit 
and angels since they each serve God the Father. Of course, angels are 
inferior beings to the Spirit of God.    
 
In fact, this is the argument of the writer to the Hebrews. Even though the 
angels are as speedy as wind, and as powerful as fire, they are inferior beings 
to God the Son, Jesus. 
 
Angels Are Spirits 
 
Later, in the same chapter, the angels are called “spirits:” 
 

But to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until 
I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent out to serve those a who will inherit salvation 
(Hebrews 1:13,14 NET). 

 
While the same Greek word is used in this verse as in verse seven, there is 
unanimous agreement that “spirits” is the correct translation here.  
 
In sum, either translation of this Greek word will work in the context in 
Hebrews 1:7. Indeed, angels are spirit-beings whose ministry is like the 
changing wind.   
 
Summary To Question 33 
Why Are Angels Called Winds In Some Translations  
Of Hebrews 1:7 and Spirits In other Translations? 
 
In the Book of Hebrews, there is a difference in English translations in 
verse seven of chapter one. Some translations say the angels are “spirits” 
while others say they are “winds.” Why is this so, and which is right? 
 
As we noted, the Greek word used here, the plural form of the word 
“pneuma,” can have either meaning depending upon the context. We know 
that angels are spirits, since verse fourteen in this same chapter emphasizes 
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this. We also know that angels can be compared to the wind as they are in 
Psalm 104.  
 
In contrast to God the Son, who never changes, angels do change. It all 
depends upon the way the Lord desires to use them to minister to His 
people. So angels can be called “spirits” as in verse fourteen of chapter one 
because they are spirit-beings doing His service. On the other hand, it is 
also correct to compare them to the wind, since their ministry changes 
according to the will of the Lord. 
 
We conclude that either translation can fit the context. 
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Question 34 
 

Does The Book Of Zechariah  
Speak About Female Angels? 

 
As we study the Scripture, we discover that when angels appear to humans, 
they always appear as a man, never as a child, or as a female. In other words, 
they are always in a male form and they are always clothed. 
 
Though angels are sexless creatures, neither male or female, we find this to 
be consistent throughout the Bible. 
 
Are There Female Angels? 
 
However, there is a passage in the Book of Zechariah that has led some to 
conclude that angels have appeared in a female form in the Bible. We read 
the following: 
 

Then the angel who was speaking to me came forward and said to me, 
“Look up and see what is appearing.” I asked, “What is it?” He replied, 
“It is a basket.” And he added, “This is the iniquity of the people 
throughout the land.” Then the cover of lead was raised, and there in 
the basket sat a woman! He said, “This is wickedness,” and he pushed 
her back into the basket and pushed its lead cover down on it. Then I 
looked up—and there before me were two women, with the wind in 
their wings! They had wings like those of a stork, and they lifted up the 
basket between heaven and earth. “Where are they taking the basket?” 
I asked the angel who was speaking to me. He replied, “To the country 
of Babylonia to build a house for it. When the house is ready, the 
basket will be set there in its place” (Zechariah 5:5-11 NIV). 

 
In this passage, we are introduced to two unidentified women who are 
described as having great wings like those of a stork. We find that they 
transport a measuring basket which contained a woman called wickedness.  
 
These two winged-women, brought the basket, with the woman, to the 
country of Babylonia. Recall, that the Book of Zechariah was written after 
Israel was allowed to return home from the Babylonian captivity.   
 
The fact that these women are said to have “wings” has caused many 
people to view them as angels. Is this what the Bible is attempting to teach 
us in this passage? Are there are female angels? 
 
There are a number of observations we need to make in answering this 
question. 
 
Angels Always Appear To Humans As Men And Without Wings 
 
As we have previously mentioned, in the Bible when angels have appeared 
to humans, we are never told that they have wings. Instead, they always 
appear as normal looking men. While at times their clothing is dazzling, 
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their appearance is consistently like that of a man. We find this taught 
throughout Scripture from the first page until the last. 
 
These Two Females Are Not Called Angels 
 
There is something else we must note. In this passage, these females are 
never called “angels.” They are two wing-women who transport a basket 
that contains an evil woman to Babylonia. They are not described as 
messengers of God, or messengers of the devil for that matter. 
 
This Is A Vision, Not An Actual Appearance Of Angels 
 
Furthermore, this is a vision that we are dealing with in this context. In the 
first part of this chapter, Zechariah was shown a vision of a flying scroll.  
Now we have the vision of flying women with wings who flew the basket, 
containing an evil woman, to Babylonia.   
 
In sum, since we are dealing with a vision, and not an actual appearance of 
an angel to humans, we should be careful about what conclusions we make. 
Indeed, since the Bible uniformly teaches that angels always appear as men, 
and never have wings, we should not assume that in this highly symbolic 
passage that female angels are in view here.  
 
Summary To Question 34  
Does The Book Of Zechariah Speak About Female Angels? 
 
When angels appear to people in the Bible they always appear as men. We 
find this consistently throughout the Scripture.  
 
However, in the Book of Zechariah there is a description of two women 
with wings which transport a woman in a measuring basket to the land of 
Babylonia. The woman in the basket is designated as “wickedness.” 
 
The fact that these two women have wings, and they fly the basket to 
Babylon, has caused many to wonder if we have female angels in view here. 
 
However, the evidence does not lead us to conclude that. In every other 
instance in the Bible, angels that visit humans are always male and never 
have wings. Furthermore, the women in this passage, though they are 
winged, are not called angels. Add to this the passage is a highly symbolic 
vision of what will take place in the future.  
 
Consequently, there is not enough evidence from this passage to conclude 
that angels may appear as females.  
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Question 35 
 

Should People Worship Angels? 
 
When angels have appeared on the pages of Scripture, they often are 
impressive looking; large of stature and having clothing described as 
dazzling. Because of their imposing appearance, there was the temptation 
to worship them. Is it, therefore, legitimate to worship these heavenly 
beings? 
 
We Are Not To Worship Angels 
 
Though impressive looking beings, angels should never be worshipped! 
Since God created angels as spirit-beings to minister to His people, they 
are not worthy to be worshipped. In fact, the Bible warns us against such 
practice. 
 
1. John Was Told Not To Worship An Angel 
 
There were two incidents when John the Apostle was rebuked when he 
attempted to worship an angel. We read the following in the Book of 
Revelation: 
 

Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “No, don’t 
worship me. For I am a servant of God, just like you and other 
brothers and sisters who testify of their faith in Jesus. Worship God. 
For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus” 
(Revelation 19:10 NLT). 

 
The angel made it clear that only God is worthy of our worship - we should 
not worship angels. 
 
On another occasion, John again attempted to worship an angel. This is 
also recorded in the Book of Revelation: 
 

I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard 
and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who 
showed them to me; but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a 
fellow servant with you and your comrades the prophets, and with 
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God!” (Revelation 
22:8,9 NRSV). 

 
Only God is to be worshipped, no other being is worthy. 
 
2. Angel Worship Was Practiced At That Time 
 
It seems that angel worship was practiced at the time Paul wrote to the 
Colossians. In fact, he warned the people about the worship of angels. He 
wrote: 
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Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and 
worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a 
human way of thinking (Colossians 2:18 NRSV). 

 
Paul forbade believers to be engaged in such conduct. Though we do not 
fully understand the background of his statements, several observations 
can be made. 
 
The People Had Experienced Visions 
 
The people who were engaged in angel worship had experienced visions. 
They were dwelling on what these visions had told them. 
 
In fact, the Bible warns people to beware of angels appearing to them. Paul 
wrote to the Galatians as follows: 
 

But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to 
you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we 
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other 
gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed 
(Galatians 1:8,9 NKJV). 

 
The fact that a person receives an angelic visit or vision does not make the 
event something that God has ordained. Indeed, they can present a false 
message. 
 
They Were Filled With Pride 
 
Those who practiced angel worship were lifted up with pride. Indeed, they 
considered themselves more holy than anyone else because of their angelic 
visions. Their pride, in turn, brought about a false humility. Though they 
were pretending to be humble, they were, in actuality, proud. 
 
They Focused On Angels, Not Jesus 
 
These people had the wrong focus. They were dwelling on angels, instead 
of the Creator of angels, Jesus. This type of thinking was not divine, but 
rather human. For this, the Apostle Paul chastised them. 
 
It Brought About Negative Results 
 
The worship of angels, therefore, can bring about a number of negative 
results. It was wrong from the start because it centered on the wrong object 
- the creation rather than the Creator. 
 
From the very beginning, the Lord has emphasized that He and He alone 
is worthy of our worship. We read about this in the Ten Commandments: 
 

Never have any other god. Never make your own carved idols or 
statues that represent any creature in the sky, on the earth, or in the 
water. Never worship them or serve them, because I, the Lord your 
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God, am a God who does not tolerate rivals (Exodus 20:3-5 God’s 
Word). 

 
Angel worship would certainly constitute a rival to the One True God. 
 
Is This Why Angels Remain Invisible? 
 
One of the possible reasons as to why angels remain invisible is that, if 
visible, humans would worship them. As long as humanity cannot see 
angels, or directly experience or contact them, then the chances of angel 
worship is greatly diminished. 
 
Summary To Question 35  
Should People Worship Angels? 
 
The worship of angels is something that is condemned in Scripture. Only 
God is to be worshipped. The angels of God do not allow themselves to 
be worshipped, they always direct worship to where it belongs - to God 
and Him alone.  
 
In fact, on two occasions, John the Apostle was rebuked by angels when 
he attempted to worship them. 
 
When Paul wrote to the Colossians he warned them about those who 
worshipped angels. These people, who claimed to have had angelic visions, 
were filled with pride. This is exactly the opposite behavior that a believer 
in the Lord should exhibit.  
 
Furthermore, worship of angels distracts us from the true object of our 
worship, the God of the Bible. He and He alone should be worshipped. 
Indeed, this is emphasized in the Ten Commandments where the Lord 
forbids worship of anyone, or anything, apart from Him. 
 
In sum, for a number of reasons, angel worship is something which should 
never be practiced. 
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Question 36 
 

Should We Pray To Angels? 
 
When we pray, should we ever address our prayers to angels? Can they 
answer our prayers? The Bible gives a clear, “No” to this question as to 
whom we should pray. We can observe what the Scripture says about this 
idea. 
 
1. We Are To Pray To God Alone 
 
The Bible says that prayers should be directed to God and to Him alone. 
Paul wrote to Timothy about this important truth. He stated it in this 
manner: 
 

For there is one God and one intermediary between God and 
humanity, Christ Jesus, himself human (1 Timothy 2:5 NET). 

 
Note that here is only one intermediary, or go-between, between humanity 
and God - the Lord Jesus Christ. Angels, nor anyone else, can intercede for 
believers directly to God the Father. Only the Lord Jesus can do this. 
 
2. Only God Can Help 
 
Angels only serve to do the bidding of God. In fact, their mission is made 
clear by the writer to the Hebrews: 
 

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to serve those who will 
inherit salvation (Hebrews 1:14 NET). 

 
They only go where the Lord sends them. They cannot, in and of 
themselves, help us because their power is derived from God. Whenever 
they come to the aid of believers, it is because of the direct command of 
God.  
 
Therefore it is worthless to call upon them to help us. Only the Lord can 
deliver His people. The psalmist wrote the Lord saying the following: 
 

Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall 
glorify me (Psalm 50:15 ESV). 

 
God is the only one who can help us. This is a biblical truth that we should 
never ever forget. Indeed, He alone is our help and our strength. Therefore, 
we should never ask angels to help us, for they are cannot. 
 
Summary To Question 36  
Should We Pray To Angels? 
 
Never in Scripture do we find any example of people praying to angels. 
Angels are sent to do God’s bidding in answer to prayer. Prayers are never 
directed toward them, and should never be. 
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Indeed, there is only one way in which we can have access to God the 
Father - through the person of Jesus Christ. There is no other way in which 
an individual can have their prayers answered. 
 
In sum, angels do not serve any function as intermediaries between God 
and humanity in that sense. They do the bidding of God but only when the 
Lord sends them. In other words, since they never act on their own it is 
worthless to pray directly to them. They cannot help us. 
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Question 37 
 

Do Angels Appear  
To People Today? 

 
Is it possible for angels to appear to people today? Should we expect angelic 
visits? What do the Bible have to say about angels visiting humans? 

 
Angels Were Not Immediately Recognized  
On A Number Occasions 
 
Interestingly, we find that on several occasions, angels appeared in the form 
of men, to such a degree, that they were not at first identified as angels.  
 
Abraham 
 
For example, Scripture says that the patriarch Abraham entertained “three 
men” as dinner guests in his tent on the plains of Mamre:  
 

The Lord appeared again to Abraham near the oak grove belonging to 
Mamre. One day Abraham was sitting at the entrance to his tent during 
the hottest part of the day. He looked up and noticed three men 
standing nearby. When he saw them, he ran to meet them and 
welcomed them, bowing low to the ground (Genesis 18:1-2 NLT). 

 
One angel remained to talk with Abraham while the other “two angels” 
went on down to Sodom to visit his nephew Lot. 
 
Lot 
 
When they arrived, they spent the night with Lot, who thought at first they 
were men, not heavenly messengers:  

 
The two angels came to Sodom in the evening while Lot was sitting in 
the cityʼs gateway. When Lot saw them, he got up to meet them and 
bowed down with his face toward the ground. He said, “Here, my 
lords, please turn aside to your servantʼs house. Stay the night and wash 
your feet. Then you can be on your way early in the morning.” “No,” 
they replied, “weʼll spend the night in the town square” (Genesis 19:1,2 
NET).  

 
Lot thought he was showing hospitality to two men.  
 
Therefore, on each of these occasions, the angelic visitors, were not 
immediately recognized as angels. They were first perceived as mere men. 
 
Scripture Acknowledges That People Entertained  
Angels Without Immediately Realizing It 

 
The Bible does speak of humans entertaining angelic visitors without being 
aware: 
 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 148 

Let brotherly love continue. Don’t neglect to show hospitality, for by 
doing this some have welcomed angels as guests without knowing it 
(Hebrews 13:1,2 CSB). 

 
According to this passage, it was possible for angels to appear to humans 
without anyone being aware it was actually angels. As we have noted, this 
is exactly what happened to Abraham and Lot. 
 
Since angels have done so in the past, as we have just observed, there is 
nothing impossible about this happening today.  
 
God Works As He Desires 
 
Jesus made it clear that God works as He desires. When He spoke to the 
religious leader Nicodemus, Jesus made the following statement about how 
the Spirit of God works: 
 

The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but 
cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who 
is born of the Spirit (John 3:8 NKJV). 

 
Therefore the visitation of an angel is certainly possible, if God so desires. 
 
This Was Not Normal In Biblical Times 
 
However, we must also recognize that angelic appearances were not 
normal in biblical times. As we look at the entire scope of biblical history, 
we find very few examples of angels appearing to humans. In other words, 
angelic appearances were the exception rather than the rule. Consequently, 
it is certainly not something that normally happened to biblical characters. 
 
The Activity Of Angels Has Been Superseded  
By The Work Of The Holy Spirit 
 
There is one final thing that we should note. For those who have believed 
in Jesus, the activity of angels, as revealed in the Bible, has now been 
superseded by the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 
According to Jesus, He is the One who now guides believers into “all 
truth.” On the night of His betrayal, the Lord said the following to His 
disciples: 
 

I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. 
For he will not speak on his own authority, but will speak whatever he 
hears, and will tell you what is to come (John 16:12,13 NET). 

 
Therefore, while angels still carry on their work, for the believer, our 
guidance comes from God the Holy Spirit living inside of each and every 
one of us. In other words, we should not be looking to angels to gives us 
personal guidance in our lives. 
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Summary To Question 37   
Do Angels Appear To People Today? 
 
Angelic visits have happened in the past. The Scriptures give many 
examples of this. On certain occasions the people were unaware of the 
angelic appearance. This is true in the case of the three angels who appeared 
to Abraham as men. Two of them went ahead to Sodom and appeared to 
Lot. At first, neither man recognized these visitors as angels. 
 
God works any way that He desires. Consequently, there is certainly 
nothing stopping Him from sending an angelic visitor to someone today, 
if He should so wish.  
 
Yet we must remember that angelic appearances were not the norm in 
biblical times. Indeed, they only appeared to humans on rare occasions and 
each time they did appear it was at a critical juncture in biblical history. 
 
There is one final thing that we do know. Today, it is the Holy Spirit of 
God who guides the believers, who leads us into the truth of God. 
Therefore, we should not be looking for angelic guidance or angelic 
appearances. The role of guiding the believer is that of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Therefore believers should not expect angels to appear to them.  
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Question 38 
 

Do Believers Have  
A Guardian Angel? 

 
People often wonder if they have a guardian angel looking after them. Is 
there a special angel assigned to each person? What does the Bible say? 
 
Jesus’ Statement About Angels 
 
In the gospels, we find that Jesus made a statement which seems to teach 
that believes have guardian angels. Matthew records Him saying the 
following:  
 

Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell 
you, in heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in 
heaven (Matthew 18:10 NRSV). 

 
This has caused some to think that each believer has a special angel looking 
after them. A number of observations should be made.  
 
1. Angels Do Protect 
 
We do know that one of the ministries of angels is to protect God’s people. 
The psalmist wrote:  
 

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and 
delivers them (Psalm 34:7 NRSV). 

 
The psalmist wrote elsewhere of the protection of angels: 
 

For he orders his angels to protect you wherever you go. They will 
hold you with their hands to keep you from striking your foot on a 
stone (Psalm 91:11,12 NLT). 

 
Angels have the job of protection. 
 
2. They Believers Spoke Of Peter’s Angel 
 
There is an incident, found in the Book of Acts, which may indicate that 
the early church understood Jesus’ words to mean that believers have 
guardian angels.  
 
When Peter escaped from prison, he came to the place where the believers 
were praying for his release. When he knocked at the door, the servant girl 
saw it was Peter, and told the others.  
 
They responded in this manner: 
 

“You’re crazy!” they told her. But she kept insisting that it was true. 
Then they said, “It’s his angel!” (Acts 12:15 CSB). 
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Instead of thinking it was actually Peter, some thought that it was his angel. 
This may provide some evidence that they believed Peter actually had an 
angel guarding him.  
 
This Is Not Necessarily True 
 
While this may teach us that each believer has a guardian angel, this is not 
necessarily the case. Jesus taught that multitudes of angels were at His 
disposal when He was betrayed in the Garden of Gethsemane: 
 

Then some men came forward, took hold of Jesus, and arrested him. 
Suddenly, one of the men with Jesus pulled out his sword and cut off 
the ear of the chief priest’s servant. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your 
sword away! All who use a sword will be killed by a sword. Don’t you 
think that I could call on my Father to send more than twelve legions 
of angels to help me now? How, then, are the Scriptures to be fulfilled 
that say this must happen” (Matthew 26:50-54 God’s Word). 

 
This also seems to be the case with each believer - multitudes of angels are 
at our disposal. The Bible says the following of them: 
 

But to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until 
I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent out to serve those who will inherit salvation 
(Hebrews 1:13,14 NET). 

 
We are told that angels are ministering spirits who are sent to do the work 
of the Lord. Therefore, we should not assume that we merely have one of 
them looking after us. 
 
In fact, the Bible says that Elisha the prophet prayed that his servant would 
see the angels that were present when he was surrounded by troops, 
chariots, and horses: 
 

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the 
next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the 
city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked. “Don’t 
be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more 
than those who are with them.” And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, 
Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, 
and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha. As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to 
the Lord, “Strike this army with blindness.” So he struck them with 
blindness, as Elisha had asked (2 Kings 6:15-18 NIV). 

 
In this instance, the multitude of angels, called “chariots of fire” here, 
intervened and struck the enemies with blindness. 
 
The Holy Spirit Indwells All Believers 
 
There is something else. The Bible teaches that God the Holy Spirit 
indwells all believers. Jesus said: 
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And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, who 
will never leave you (John 14:16 NLT). 

 
If the Holy Spirit of God resides inside each believer, then one might ask, 
“Why would we need a guardian angel looking after us?”  
 
Therefore, a single guardian angel for each believer in Christ seems to be 
unnecessary. 
 
Summary To Question 38   
Do Believers Have A Guardian Angel? 
 
Jesus spoke of angels guarding each believer. Whether each Christian has 
only one angel looking after them, or a vast number of angels, the Bible 
does not specifically say.  
 
Based on the passage in Hebrews, it may be more proper to say that 
believers have a number of angels that are looking out for their interests. 
We do know that angels offer protection to Christians.  
 
In fact, we find that Elisha the prophet asked the Lord to open the eyes of 
his servant when they were surrounded by troops, chariots, and horses. 
The servant was then allowed to see an army of angels protecting them. In 
fact, these angels struck the enemy troops with blindness. 
 
And one last thing, since God’s Spirit lives inside each believer the need 
for a guardian angel may not be that necessary. 
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Question 39 
 

Does Each Church Have An Individual 
Angel Watching Over It? 

 
There is a statement found in the Book of Revelation that some Bible 
students believe may teach that each individual church has an angel 
watching over it. The statement reads as follows: 
 

The secret of the seven stars you saw in My right hand, and of the 
seven gold lampstands, is this: the seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. “To 
the angel of the church in Ephesus write: “The One who holds the 
seven stars in His right hand and who walks among the seven gold 
lampstands says” (Revelation 1:20, 2:1 CSB). 

 
It is argued that the “angel” referred to here may represent an individual 
heavenly being that protects and watches over each church. Yet this is not 
possible from the context.  
 
These same angels that carried the message to the various churches are 
included in the rebuke of Jesus. They participated in the same sinful 
conduct as the churches to whom the messages were brought. They are 
also urged to repent: 
 

But I have this against you: You have abandoned the love you had at 
first. Remember then how far you have fallen; repent, and do the works 
you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place — unless you repent (Revelation 2:4,5 CSB). 

 
Since good angels do not sin, nor do they have any need of repenting, this 
rules them out as the persons described in this passage. Other solutions 
will need to be found for the identity of these angels. 
 
There Are A Great Number Of Angels 
 
Instead of one particular angel watching over each church, it seems more 
consistent with Scripture that each church has a great number of angels 
watching over them. The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: 
 

I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels 
to observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing out of 
favoritism (1 Timothy 5:21 CSB). 

 
Paul indicated that many angels are watching what goes on in the church. 
He wrote the following to the believers in Corinth: 
 

For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her 
head, because of the angels (1 Corinthians 11:10 NKJV). 

 
The angels are observing what is going on with the believers. 
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To conclude, rather than one particular angel looking after each assembly 
of believers it is possible that there are many angels who are at the ready to 
help if necessary. 
 
Summary To Question 39  
Does Each Church Have An Individual Angel Watching Over It? 
 
While it is possible that each church has a special angel looking over it, the 
word translated “angel” in Revelation 2 and 3 cannot refer to such beings. 
The angels, or “messengers,” under consideration here are included in the 
sinful deeds of the churches to whom they bring the message of Christ. 
They are also commanded to repent. Since good angels do not sin, or need 
to repent for their sins, some other persons must be in view in this passage.  
 
Scripture also hints that a number of angels are watching over each church, 
rather than one individual angel. However, there is no specific passage that 
makes this clear one way or the other. 
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Question 40 
 

Do Angels Transport  
Believers At Death? 

  
It is a very popular idea that angels carry believers into God’s presence 
upon their death. Does the Bible teach that angels transport believers when 
they die?  
 
Believers Are Immediately With Christ  
 
The Bible teaches that those who die in Christ are immediately brought 
into His presence. Paul wrote the following to the Corinthians: 
 

And we are confident and satisfied to be out of the body and at home 
with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8 CSB). 

 
Being absent from the body means being immediately with the Lord. This 
is indeed a wonderful promise! 
 
The Dead Man Lazarus Was Brought By Angels 
 
It seems that angels are the ones who transport believers into God’s 
presence. Jesus asserted this in a story that He told: 
 

One day the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to 
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried (Luke 16:22 
CSB). 

 
According to this passage, when believers die, angels bring them into God’s 
presence. Since angels are called ministering spirits, the transporting of the 
believing dead seems to be one of their ministries. Though this is the only 
passage in Scripture that speaks to this subject, there is no indication that 
this example is an abnormal occurrence. 
 
Today, when a believer dies, we may assume that angels bring them into 
the presence of the Lord. What we do know is this: once a believer dies 
they are immediately ushered into His presence.    
 
Summary To Question 40   
Do Angels Transport Believers At Death? 
 
We know from Scripture that the moment a believer dies they go 
immediately to be with the Lord. There are a number of passages that 
indicate this. We also find Jesus telling the story of angels transporting a 
poor man named Lazarus at his death into the presence of the Lord. 
Though this is the only passage in the Bible that deals with this subject, it 
does seem to teach that this is one of the many ministries of angels.  
 
Therefore, today when a believer dies, it is possible that angels bring them 
into the presence of the Lord. Whether or not we are brought there by 
angels, we are indeed brought into His presence the moment that we die. 
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Question 41 
 

In What Sense Will 
Believers Judge Angels? 

 
The Bible says that believers will indeed judge angels. We read of this in 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians when he stated the following: 
 

Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things 
that pertain to this life? (1 Corinthians 6:3 NKJV). 

 
The judgment of angels is something that has been given to believers. 
Though human beings have been made a little lower than the angels in their 
nature, those who have trusted the Lord will be given the responsibility of 
judging angels in the age to come.  
 
The Nature Of Judging Is Not Stated 
 
The nature of the judgment of the angels is not stated, but judgment does 
not necessarily imply condemnation. Since the good angels do not sin, 
there is nothing for which to condemn them.  
 
This May Involve Rulership In The Kingdom 
 
The judgment of angels, if the righteous angels are in mind, most likely has 
to do with rulership in the kingdom. The Bible teaches that believers will 
be rulers over different aspects of the kingdom of God. Jesus made this 
clear in one of His parables: 
 

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master’ (Matthew 25:23 NRSV). 

 
Faithfulness in small things, will allow believers to rule over many things. 
Angels will be included in this sphere of rulership. 
 
There Is No Evidence That Believers  
Will Condemn Evil Angels 
 
What about the idea that believers will judge evil angels? Can this be what 
the passage is speaking about?  
 
As we search the Scriptures, we find nothing that indicates that believers 
will stand in condemnation of the evil angels. At the Great White Throne 
judgment, the Lord is the One who will condemn all who are lost. The 
Bible puts it this way: 
 

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them (Revelation 20:11 NKJV). 
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It is the Lord who will condemn the lost. This is not the task of believers. 
The Lord, and He alone, will do this. 
 
Summary To Question 41  
In What Sense Will Believers Judge Angels? 
 
The judgment of angels is something that has been committed to believers. 
However, nowhere in the Scripture is it explained. Since it seems to be the 
good angels we will judge, the nature of the judgment will be one of 
rulership, not of condemnation. Redeemed believers will exercise authority 
over the angels in the ages to come.  
 
There is no scriptural basis that believers will stand in condemnation of evil 
angels. That is the Lord’s responsibility, and His alone. 
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Question 42 
 

What Do The Books Written Between The 
Testaments Have To Say About Angels? 

  
Between the time after the Old Testament was completed, and the time 
when the Lord again spoke to the people, about four hundred years 
elapsed. During that period, a number of Jewish writings were produced.  
 
While these works were not divinely inspired Scripture, they do reflect the 
thoughts and feelings of the people at that time. In these works a number 
of references to angels are found.  
 
It seems that what was written between the testaments had some influence 
on those living at the time of Christ. Therefore, it will be profitable to 
discover exactly what was written and taught about angels during this 
period. 
 
Many Things Were Taught About Angels 
 
A number of things were taught about angels during this time. For 
example, there were assumed to be seven archangels or chief angels. 
Among those named were Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, and Raphael. Only 
Michael and Gabriel are mentioned by name in Scripture. However, 
Gabriel is never called an archangel. Michael is called an archangel, but not 
in the Old Testament. 
 
A few other things of interest should be noted. 
 
Gabriel 
 
According to 2 Enoch 24:1, Gabriel sat on God’s left side, while Michael 
sat on God’s right-hand side. Michael was supposedly concerned with the 
affairs in heaven while Gabriel was given charge of affairs on the earth. 
Nothing like this is taught in Scripture.  
 
Raphael 
 
According to the apocryphal book of Tobit, Raphael presented the prayers 
of godly Jews to the Lord: 
 

I am Raphael, one of the seven angels who stand ready and enter 
before the glory of the Lord (Tobit 12:15 NRSV). 

 
This assumes that the prayers of believes are presented to the Lord by an 
angelic messenger. Again, this is something that is not taught in Scripture. 
 
Uriel 
 
Uriel was the angel who explained to Enoch many of his visions. This 
includes the fate of the fallen angels who married earthly women. These 
are found in the Book of First Enoch.  
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Uriel also interpreted Ezra’s vision of the heavenly Jerusalem. This is found 
in 2 Esdras 10:28-57. As mentioned, no such angels named Raphael or 
Uriel are revealed in Scripture and there is no convincing evidence 
whatsoever that fallen angels had ever married earthly women. 
 
These Four Angels Report To God 
 
In First Enoch, these four archangels reported to God about how depraved 
the human race had become. God then instructed them on what they were 
to do. They were given an assignment on how to remedy the situation. 
 
This gives us a sample of how angels were seen in the period between the 
testaments.  
 
Did This Affect The New Testament Belief? 
 
There are some who contend that the teachings about angels between the 
testaments actually affected the beliefs of some New Testament writers.  
 
However, this is not necessary to conclude. Everything that is taught about 
the nature of angels in the New Testament is consistent with that which 
has been revealed in the Old Testament.  
 
Yet, it is possible that those who wrote between the testaments may have 
had some access to divinely revealed truths that God’s spokesmen, the 
prophets, proclaimed.  
 
For some reason, what they said was not recorded for us. We know that 
most of the things they did preach and teach were not recorded. 
 
Thus, it is not impossible that some of these traditions about angels were 
actually taught by God’s designated spokesmen but never recorded for us 
in the Bible. However of this we cannot be certain. 

 
Summary To Question 42  
What Do The Books Written Between  
The Testaments Have To Say About Angels? 
 
Between the testaments there were developments in the beliefs about 
angels. Seven archangels are mentioned as existing and various duties are 
assigned to them. While certain information about angels that is revealed 
between the testaments is not found in written Scripture, we cannot be 
absolutely certain that some of the truths may have been orally proclaimed 
by God’s prophets. There is insufficient information to be certain. 
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Question 43 
 

What Observations And Conclusions  
Should We Make About Angels? 

 
Having looked at the biblical teaching on the subject of the good angels, 
we can make the following conclusions. 
 
Observation 1: Angels Do Exist 
 
From the first book of the Bible until the last we know that angels do 
indeed exist. There is no doubt about this whatsoever. 
 
While angels do exist, and appear often in Scripture, there is much that we 
do not know about them. The main reason for this is that the Bible is not 
that concerned about them. Instead, it is concerned about God and us! 
Indeed, the story of the Bible is God’s dealings with humanity, in particular 
those who have placed their faith in Him. 
 
Observation 2: They Are Invisible To Humans 
 
Angels are spirit-beings, invisible to the human eyes. While there are a few 
occasions in which they have been made visible to humans, they constantly 
minister in the realm that is invisible to us. Therefore, we only know about 
them through divine revelation.  
 
Observation 3: They Minister To The People Of God 
 
The ministry of angels is to the people of God, it is not to unbelievers. 
Indeed, they are called “ministering spirits” to help those who are heirs of 
salvation. In other words, unbelievers never receive angelic visitation. 
 
Observation 4: They Are Sexless, Deathless Creatures 
 
Although angels always appear to people as males, they are neither male 
nor female. In fact, they are sexless, deathless creatures. They do not have 
families, they do not age. 
 
Observation 5: They Are Innumerable 
 
The number of angels is countless. However, their number seems to be 
fixed. In other words, they will not increase unless the Lord decides to 
create more of them. Neither can they decrease.   
 
Observation 6: They Presently Are A Higher Order Of Being Than 

Humans 
 
Today, they are a higher order of being than humans. Scripture makes it 
clear that humans were made a little lower than the angels. Consequently, 
we should view them as more wise and powerful than us. 
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However, there are other beings in heaven which the Lord created, the 
cherubim, seraphim, and the living creatures, that seemingly rank higher 
than the angels. Indeed, with the one exception of the cherubim guarding 
the Garden of Eden after the sin of Adam and Eve, these other beings 
remain in heaven. In contrast to them are the angels who are messengers 
sent to do the will of God. 
 
Observation 7: Someday Humans Will Judge Angels 
 
There will come a time when believers judge angels. This will involve the 
righteous angels, not the evil ones. The judgment is not in a condemning 
sense but rather it will probably have something to do with overseeing and 
rulership in the kingdom.  
 
These are some of the truths we learn about angels from the Word of God. 
While there is much, that we know about them, there remains much that 
we still do not know. 
 
Summary To Question 43 
What Observations And Conclusions Should  
We Make About Angels? 
 
After examining what the Bible has to say about the subject of angels there 
are a number of observations and conclusions that we can make.  
 
First, angels do exist. Scripture makes this clear. In fact, we find that they 
have been very active during the biblical period. Indeed, from the Book of 
Genesis through the Book of Revelation we find angels appearing to 
humans. 
 
Angels are invisible beings. Unless the Lord allows them to be seen by us, 
they will remain unseen. When they do appear to humans, it is always as 
males. They never appear as female or as children. 
 
Since angels are spirit beings they have no physical form, at least not like 
us. God also is spirit and Scripture says that He does not have any physical 
form either. 
 
Angels do not marry; they do not have families. They are sexless, deathless 
beings. Their number can never decrease. Of course, they could increase if 
the Lord decided to create more of them. 
 
Angels were created to assist believers. They are called ministering spirits. 
They do not help unbelievers.  
 
Angels were created as a higher order of being than humans. The Bible tells 
us that human beings were made a little lower than the angels. However, 
angels may not be the highest order of created beings. The Scripture speaks 
of the cherubim, seraphim, and living creatures. They all seem to rank 
higher in the heavenly realm than the angels. 
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While humans now rank below the angels, there will come a day when we 
judge angels. This, most likely, has to do with rulership in the kingdom of 
God. In other words, we will judge the righteous angels in the sense that 
we will rule over them. Nothing is stated in the Bible concerning humans 
judging the evil angels. That responsibility belongs to the Lord and to Him 
alone. 
 
This briefly sums up what Scripture has to say about these invisible spirit-
beings which the Lord created to assist believers. 
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Appendix 1 
 

How Has The Lord Used Angels To Announce Future Events As 
Well As Forewarning Of Judgment? 

  
The work, or ministry, of angels, with respect to humanity, can be placed 
in a number of different categories. This includes announcing future 
events, as well as forewarning people about coming judgment and potential 
disasters. We can cite the following examples. 
 
Angels Have Announced Important Births 
 
On some very special occasions, the Lord has sent his angel to announce 
the births of certain children. As we will discover, each of these births 
played a crucial role in the overall plan of God. 
 
The Birth Of Isaac Is Announced By An Angel 
 
An angel announced in advance to Abraham and Sarah the conception and 
birth of their son Isaac. The Bible explains what happened in this manner: 
 

They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in 
the tent.” The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time 
next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was 
listening at the tent door behind him (Genesis 18: 9-10 ESV).  

 
The prediction of the angel, who appeared in the form of a man, came to 
pass. Though Abraham and Sarah were past the age of childbearing, Isaac 
was miraculously born to them. Consequently, the chosen people, Israel, 
had a supernatural beginning which was announced beforehand by an 
angel. 
 
The Birth Of Samson Was Foretold 
 
The Bible says that an angel foretold the birth of Samson to his parents. 
We read how an angel appeared to his mother: 
 

And the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, 
“Behold, you are barren and have not borne children, but you shall 
conceive and bear a son. Therefore be careful and drink no wine or 
strong drink, and eat nothing unclean” (Judges 13:3,4 ESV).  

 
Samson was representative of the various “Judges” which the Lord sent to 
the people of Israel during a very dark period of their history. The birth of 
this “deliverer” was foretold. 
 
The Parents Of John The Baptist Were Told  
That They Would Have A Son 
 
Before his wife Elizabeth became pregnant, the angel Gabriel announced 
the birth of John the Baptist to his father Zechariah. Scripture records the 
response of Zechariah to this: 



Angels 

© Don Stewart 164 

 
Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. 
But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your 
prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name 
him John” (Luke 1:13 NLT).  

 
John the Baptist was a key figure in biblical history. Indeed, after a four-
hundred-year silence, the New Testament era began with the visit of the 
angel Gabriel to Zechariah. The child would be the forerunner of the 
Messiah. The salvation of the Lord was about to come to the world! 
 
Jesus’ Birth Was Foretold By An Angel 
 
The birth of Jesus the Messiah to Mary, before she was with child, was also 
announced by the angel Gabriel. Scripture explains it this way: 
 

“Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor 
with God! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name 
him Jesus” (Luke 1:30 NLT). 

 
Not only was Jesus’ birth foretold by an angel, on the night that He was 
born, His birth was announced by an angel to the shepherds. Instantly, we 
find that a heavenly choir of angels began to praise God concerning this 
blessed event: 
 

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding 
their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among 
them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They 
were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. 
“I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The 
Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: 
You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 
manger.” Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the 
armies of heaven—praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased (Luke 
2: 8-14 NLT). 

 
Angels rejoiced at the birth of the Lord. 
 
These five occasions marked important events in the history of God’s 
dealing with the human race. Consequently, the Lord sent His angel to 
announce these special births.  
  
Angels Have Forewarned About Coming Disasters 
 
While angels have been sent to announce special births, the Bible also tells 
us that angels have announced impending disasters that were about to 
occur.  We can cite the following examples. 
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Angels Warned About The Coming Destruction Of Sodom 
 
Abraham and Lot were forewarned by angels of the destruction of the evil 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. The Lord, through His angel, said the 
following to Abraham: 
 

Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, I will go down to see 
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has 
come to me. And if not, I will know” (Genesis 18:20,21 ESV). 

 
Later two angels, appearing as men, told Lot to leave the city of Sodom 
because of its imminent destruction: 
 

Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, 
sons, daughters, or anyone you have in the city, bring them out of the 
place. For we are about to destroy this place, because the outcry against 
its people has become great before the Lord, and the Lord has sent us 
to destroy it” (Genesis 19:12-13 ESV). 

 
As the angels predicted, the wicked city of Sodom was destroyed. 

  
Joseph Was Warned To Take The Baby  
Jesus Away From Bethlehem 
 
In the New Testament, Joseph was warned by an angel to take Mary and 
the baby Jesus away from the city of Bethlehem:  
 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about 
to search for the child, to destroy him” (Matthew 2:13 ESV).  

 
The warning of the angel was heeded by Joseph. Indeed, it averted a 
disaster. 
 
Later, the same angel told Joseph that it was time to return from Egypt: 
 

After Herod had died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt saying, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go 
to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the childʼs life are 
dead” (Matthew 2:19 NET). 

 
Joseph obeyed. He brought Mary and the child Jesus back to the land of 
Israel having escaped the murderous plans of Herod. 
 
Angels Forewarn Judgment In The Book Of Revelation 
 
Throughout the book of Revelation, we find a number of visitations by 
angels which forewarned about the coming judgment. 
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For example, we find that an angel will circle the earth warning the 
inhabitants of God’s impending judgment: 
 

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel 
to proclaim to those who live on the earth —to every nation, tribe, 
language and people. He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him 
glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who 
made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water” 
(Revelation 14:6,7 NIV).  

 
In this angelic announcement of the coming judgment there will be a 
message of hope for those who will turn to the Lord. 
 
Like Sodom and Gomorrah at the beginning of Scripture, at the very end 
of the Bible we continue to find angels warning of God’s impending 
judgment.  
 
In sum, one of the many ministries of angels has been the announcement 
of important events before they take place. This includes significant births 
as well as announcing impending catastrophes.  
 
Summary To Appendix 1 
How Has The Lord Used Angels To Announce Future  
Events As Well As Forewarning Of Judgment? 
 
Among the ministry of angels is the announcement of future events. 
Indeed, we find in two specific areas in which the Lord has used angels to 
make important announcements. 
 
First, we find four significant births announced by angels. This includes the 
birth of Isaac to Abraham and Sarah, the birth of Samson to his parents, 
that of John the Baptist to his father Zechariah, and finally the 
announcement of the angel to Mary of the birth of Jesus the Messiah. Each 
of these births were turning points in the plan of God for the salvation of 
His people. The importance of each event is why an angel was sent to 
announce these births ahead of time. The Bible also records angels making 
an announcement at the birth of Jesus. 
 
In addition, we find that angels, at certain times, forewarning of God’s 
impending judgment as well as warning about potential disasters. Abraham 
and Lot were warned about the coming judgment upon the evil cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. The family of Lot was able to escape because of 
the angelic warning. Joseph, the husband of Mary, was warned by an angel 
about Herod’s plot to kill the baby Jesus. He averted this by taking the Holy 
Family to Egypt. 
 
Finally, John in the Book of Revelation, tells us that an angel will warn the 
inhabitants of the earth of God’s impending judgment. This gives them a 
chance to repent and believe in Jesus before God’s judgment arrives. 
 
Therefore, angels have been used by the Lord on these occasions to both 
announce special births as well as to forewarn about coming disasters.  
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Appendix 2 
 

Did The Son Of God Appear  
To Daniel As An Angel?  

(Daniel 10:1-6) 
 
At a crucial time in the history of Israel, there was an angelic visit to the 
prophet Daniel. This particular visit has caused certain commentators to 
believe that it was actually God the Son, the pre-incarnate Christ, who was 
this heavenly messenger. The Bible records what took place as follows: 
 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to 
Daniel (who was called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it 
concerned a great war. The understanding of the message came to him 
in a vision. At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no 
choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions 
at all until the three weeks were over. On the twenty-fourth day of the 
first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris, 
I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a 
belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like topaz, 
his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs 
like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a 
multitude (Daniel 10:1-6 NIV). 

 
After three weeks of fasting, when the prophet was standing by the Tigris 
River, he was visited by a messenger. Though he appeared as a man, this 
particular messenger was from heaven, he was not a human being. This 
personage was dressed in linen, had a dazzlingly bright appearance, and 
spoke with a powerful voice.  
 
Who Was This Person? 
 
Who was this personage that is described in this verse? Was it a mighty 
angel or was it God Himself, the pre-incarnate Christ, who appeared? 
Believers are divided on this question.  
 
We will examine the arguments given for each view and then make some 
concluding observations. 
 
View 1:  The Personage Was The Son Of God 
 
Many Bible students believe this person was God the Son, the pre-
incarnate Christ. The reasons for this view are as follows. 
 
The Similarities Between This Episode  
And Other Appearances Of The Pre-Incarnate Christ 
 
The similarities between this man, and the visions of Ezekiel and the 
Apostle John, argue for this being God the Son. 
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The Experience Of Daniel Was Like That Of Ezekiel 
 
The prophet Ezekiel had a vision of a man who had the appearance of the 
glory of the Lord: 

 
Then there was a voice from above the platform over their heads when 
they stood still. Above the platform over their heads was something 
like a sapphire shaped like a throne. High above on the throne was a 
form that appeared to be a man. I saw an amber glow like a fire 
enclosed all around from his waist up. From his waist down I saw 
something that looked like fire. There was a brilliant light around it, 
like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds after the rain. This was 
the appearance of the surrounding brilliant light; it looked like the glory 
of the Lord. When I saw it, I threw myself face down, and I heard a 
voice speaking (Ezekiel 1:25-28 NET). 

 
Ezekiel described his encounter with this heavenly being. The prophet 
stated clearly what he saw, it was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the Lord. The same glory of the Lord is referred to 16 times in the Book 
of Ezekiel (1:28; 3:12, 23; 8:4; 9:3; 10:4, 18- 19; 11:22- 23; 39:21; 43:2 
[twice], 4-5; 44:4). There is no doubt that Ezekiel had a vision of the Lord. 
 
Note that Ezekiel used the terms “appearance” and “likeness” when 
describing what he saw. The prophet was emphasizing that he had not seen 
God directly. Indeed, from other passages in Scripture we know that this 
would have caused his immediate death. However, it is clear that Ezekiel 
saw the likeness of God Himself in this vision. 
 
Ezekiel’s description of this “heavenly man” is similar to the one Daniel 
gives in this passage under consideration. Therefore, many people equate 
the two. 
 
The Vision Of John 
 
The Apostle John described a similar scene when he was taken up to 
heaven: 
 

After these things I looked, and there was a door standing open in 
heaven! And the first voice I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet   
said: “Come up here so that I can show you what must happen after 
these things.” Immediately I was in the Spirit, and a throne was 
standing in heaven with someone seated on it! And the one seated on 
it was like jasper and carnelian in appearance, and a rainbow looking 
like it was made of emerald encircled the throne (Revelation 4:3 NET). 

 
John also saw someone seated on the throne in heaven.  
 
When we couple Ezekiel’s description of the man he saw, with John’s 
similar description of the throne in heaven, it is clear that they each saw a 
vision of God Himself. 
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Daniel’s Experience Was Like That Of Saul Of Tarsus 
 
There is a further reason to assume that Daniel was visited by the pre-
incarnate Christ. Indeed, his experience was similar to that of Saul of 
Tarsus, when the resurrected Christ appeared to this persecutor of 
Christians while on the road to Damascus. Saul, who became Paul, 
explained it this way: 
 

King Agrippa, while on the road at midday, I saw a light from heaven 
brighter than the sun, shining around me and those traveling with me. 
We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice speaking to me in the 
Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard 
for you to kick against the goads’ (Acts 26:13,14 CSB) 

 
Paul explained that those who were with him heard a voice but did not 
understand what it was saying: 
 

Those who were with me saw the light, but did not understand the 
voice of the one who was speaking to me (Acts 22:9 NET) 

 
Consequently, the men who were with Saul did not see the vision, nor did 
they understand the voice that was speaking with him when they all fell to 
the ground.  
 
We read that something similar happened to Daniel: 
 

Only I, Daniel, saw the vision. The men who were with me did not see 
it, but a great terror fell on them, and they ran and hid (Daniel 10:7 
CSB) 

 
The connection between these two visions is obvious. Only Saul and 
Daniel saw the vision and understood the words of the Lord. 

 
The Description Reminds Us Of What John Saw 

 
The description of the man which Daniel saw also reminds us of the 
description of the Lord Jesus in Revelation 1. John recorded what he saw 
as follows: 

 
And among the lampstands was One like the Son of Man, dressed in a 
long robe and with a gold sash wrapped around His chest. His head 
and hair were white like wool — white as snow — and His eyes like a 
fiery flame. His feet were like fine bronze as it is fired in a furnace, and 
His voice like the sound of cascading waters. He had seven stars in His 
right hand; a sharp double-edged sword came from His mouth, and 
His face was shining like the sun at midday (Revelation 1:13-16 CSB). 

 
This was the Son of God which John saw, as the Lord Himself later 
confirmed. 
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Write to the angel of the church in Thyatira: The Son of God, the One 
whose eyes are like a fiery flame and whose feet are like fine bronze, 
says (Revelation 2:18 CSB).  

 
When the Apostle John saw the glorified Christ as recorded in the book of 
Revelation, he fell at His feet as though dead.  The Lord told him not to 
be afraid: 
 

When I saw him I fell down at his feet as though I were dead, but he 
placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid! I am the first 
and the last, and the one who lives! I was dead, but look, now I am 
alive- forever and ever-and I hold the keys of death and of Hades! 
(Revelation 1:17,18 NET). 

 
Something similar was told to Daniel. Indeed, he too was told not to be 
afraid: 

 
Then a hand touched me and set me on my hands and knees . . . When 
he said this to me, I stood up shaking. Then he said to me, “Donʼt be 
afraid” (Daniel 10:10,12 NET). 

 
Again, the similarities between the two accounts are obvious. 
 
These facts have led many to conclude that Daniel was visited by the pre-
incarnate Christ. 
 
View 2:  The Personage Was A Mighty Angel 

 
While there are arguments that seem to link this messenger with God 
himself, in particular the pre-incarnate Christ, there are at least four main 
problems with this viewpoint.  
 
For one thing, later in the passage we have a further description of this 
heavenly being as well as his mission. Indeed, he described to Daniel what 
took him so long to answer Daniel’s prayer: 
 

But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. 
Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I 
was detained there with the king of Persia (Daniel 10:13 NIV)  

 
The words of this speaker rule out the possibility of him being the pre-
incarnate Christ. 
 
First there is the implausibility of God the Son being hindered by a demon, 
the prince of Persia. As the all-powerful Creator of all the angels, there is 
nothing that could hinder Him from doing that which He desires. 
 
Second, this angel needed help from Michael one of the chief angels. God 
does not need help from anyone to carry out His plans, certainly not 
another angel.  
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Third, from the description given in this verse, Michael, who helped this 
particular angel, is a being of higher authority, or status, than the messenger 
who was hindered. This alone would rule out it being the Son of God. 
 
Finally, the heavenly messenger was sent from heaven to bring the 
message. Angels are created beings who are sent from God, God Himself 
is the sender, not the messenger.  
 
Previously, the angel Gabriel had been sent by God to reveal divine truth 
to the prophet Daniel: 
 

Then I heard a human voice coming from between the banks of the 
Ulai. It called out, “Gabriel, enable this person to understand the 
vision” (Daniel 8:16 NET). 

 
Consequently, it was likely Gabriel was the heavenly personage who visited 
Daniel on this occasion.   
 
This sums up the arguments each side presents in an attempt to understand 
exactly who it was that appeared to Daniel. 
 
When all the facts are in, it seems that the heavenly being who visited 
Daniel was more likely an angel who resembled the glorified Christ but was 
merely His representative.  

 
Summary To Appendix 2 
Did The Son Of God Appear To Daniel As An Angel?  
(Daniel 10:1-6) 
 
In the Book of Daniel, at a crucial time in the history of Israel, we have an 
episode where a man appeared to the prophet with a special message. From 
the appearance of the man, it is obvious that he was a heavenly being. Just 
exactly who he is has been a cause of much discussion.  
 
There are two basic options, either this was a visit of the pre-incarnate 
Christ to Daniel, or it was the visitation of a mighty angel, possibly Gabriel. 
 
The arguments for this being an appearance of the Son of God can be 
summed up as follows. 
 
First, the description of the personage is similar to that which we read in 
Ezekiel. In that particular episode, it is clear that the prophet saw the glory 
of the Lord in heaven. The man he described was the Lord Himself. 
 
This is similar to the description of the throne of God which we read in 
the Book of Revelation. 
 
Add to this, the appearance of this angel to Daniel, is similar to the 
experience of Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus road. 
 
Finally, the description of the personage fits with the way the glorified 
Christ is described in the first chapter of the Book of Revelation. 
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However, there are four major problems with this view. First, we are told 
that this particular angel was thwarted for three weeks by a demon before 
he could reach Daniel. This could never have happened if this heavenly 
messenger was an appearance of God Himself.  
 
Also Michael the archangel had to help this personage in his struggle. This 
not only places this angel as a less powerful being than Michael, it show 
that whoever it is, he could not win the spiritual battle on his own. This 
alone would rule out it be God Himself who visited Daniel. 
 
Finally, this messenger was sent by the Lord. In this context, it is another 
indication of a being that is inferior to God Himself. 
 
All in all, it seems that the being described in this passage was an angel, 
probably Gabriel. 
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Appendix 3 
 

Are The Twenty-Four Elders In The Book  
Of Revelation Humans Or Heavenly Beings? 

 
In the Book of Revelation there is a unique description of personages in 
heaven known as the “twenty-four elders.” They are described in this 
manner: 
 

In a circle around the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and 
seated on those thrones were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in 
white clothing and had golden crowns on their heads (Revelation 4:4 
NET). 

 
These elders appear a number of times in the Book of Revelation but are 
found nowhere else in the Bible. Their identity is much debated. 
 
Heavenly Beings Or Angels? 
 
Usually the question is framed in this manner: Are the twenty-four elders 
humans or angels? However, this is an incorrect way of stating the 
question.  
 
As we have observed, there are other heavenly beings that the Lord has 
created apart from the angels. This includes the living creatures, the 
cherubim and the seraphim. These particular beings seem to continually 
reside in heaven, while the angels are ministering sprits who are sent to 
various places to do the work of the Lord.  
 
Since these twenty-four elders seem to remain in heaven while sitting upon 
thrones, “heavenly beings” would be a better way of describing these 
personages if they are not humans. 

 
Option 1: Heavenly Beings 
 
Many modern commentators believe that the twenty-four elders are an 
order of heavenly being. There are a number of reasons as to why this is 
so. 
 
White Apparel Is The Usual Dress Of Angels 
 
To begin with, they are wearing white apparel, this is the characteristic dress 
of angels. We will cite a few examples: 
 

Suddenly there was a violent earthquake, because an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven and approached the tomb. He rolled back the 
stone and was sitting on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
robe was as white as snow (Matthew 28:2,3 CSB). 

 
The angel of the Lord was dressed in white: 
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When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a long 
white robe sitting on the right side; they were amazed and alarmed 
(Mark 16:5 CSB). 

 
One of the angels, who looked like a young man, had a long white robe: 
 

She saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at 
the feet, where Jesus’ body had been lying (John 20:12 CSB)  

 
Again we have the emphasis of angels wearing white: 
 

While He was going, they were gazing into heaven, and suddenly two 
men in white clothes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen 
Him going into heaven” (Acts 1:10-12 CSB). 

 
The angels at Jesus’ ascension, who are described as men, were also wearing 
white. 
 
The dress of these elders is consistent with angelic dress in Scripture. While 
it is not specifically stated that the other heavenly beings in heaven are 
clothed in white, it seems to be a logical inference.  
 
However, one could say in response that the other heavenly beings, 
seraphim, cherubim, and the four living creatures, are never specifically said 
to be wearing white garments. Therefore, it seems that this specific 
argument may not carry much weight. 

 
The Septuagint Translation Of Isaiah 24:23 
 
It is argued that the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old 
Testament of Isaiah 24:23, has heavenly beings referred to as elders: 
 

Then the brick will be dissolved, and the wall will fall, because the Lord 
will reign in Zion and in Jerusalem, and before the elders he will be 
glorified (Isaiah 24:23 LXX).   

 
However, the elders in this context could refer to humans, vice regents 
who will be there with the Lord at the time He sets up His kingdom. When 
this takes place, they will behold His glory. These human elders will have a 
similar role as the elders of Israel who beheld the glory of the Lord on 
Mount Sinai. Consequently this is not a clear biblical reference of the word 
“elders” referring to some type of heavenly being. 
 
John Called The Angel My Lord  
 
John called one of the elders “my lord:”   
 

So I said to him, “My lord, you know the answer.” Then he said to me, 
“These are the ones who have come out of the great tribulation. They 
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have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb (Revelation 7:14 NET) 

 
The fact that John addressed one of the elders in this manner has caused 
some to argue that they must be heavenly beings, not humans.   
 
In answer to this, the term translated “lord” in the New Testament does 
not always have the connotation of some type of supernatural being.  
Humans are also addressed by this Greek term. Therefore, the fact that 
John addressed one of the elders in this manner does not necessarily make 
them something other than human. 
 
The Elders Are Grouped With  
The Four Living Beings (Creatures) 
 
These elders are grouped with the angels, as well as the four living 
creatures, which everyone agrees are heavenly beings, not humans: 
 

And all the angels stood there in a circle around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures, and they threw themselves 
down with their faces to the ground before the throne and worshiped 
God (Revelation 7:11 NET). 

 
The elders are mentioned together with these four living beings, and the 
angels. In other words, while they are distinct from the angels, and the four 
living creatures, they are group with other heavenly beings which the Lord 
has created. This is one of the better arguments for them being non-
human.  
 
We also find them linked together with the four living creatures at the 
Second Coming of Christ: 
 

After these things I heard what sounded like the loud voice of a vast 
throng in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power 
belong to our God, because his judgments are true and just. For he has 
judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her sexual 
immorality, and has avenged the blood of his servants poured out by 
her own hands!” Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” 
The smoke rises from her forever and ever. The twenty- four elders 
and the four living creatures threw themselves to the ground and 
worshiped God, who was seated on the throne, saying: “Amen! 
Hallelujah” (Revelation 19:1-4 NET). 

 
In this instance, the elders are linked to the living creatures but there is no 
mention of angels in heaven with them. 

 
The Apparent Distinction Between the Elders  
And The Bride Of Christ  
 
There is something else we discover. When the Lord Jesus returns from 
heaven, His bride, the New Testament believers, the church will return 
with Him. They are called the “armies that were in heaven:” 
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Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse. Its rider is 
called Faithful and True, and He judges and makes war in 
righteousness . . . The armies that were in heaven followed Him on 
white horses, wearing pure white linen (Revelation 19:11,14 CSB). 

 
However, in Revelation 19 there seems to be a distinction between these 
believers returning with Christ and the twenty-four elders. At this time, the 
twenty-four elders are linked with the living creatures, and they remain in 
heaven.  
 
In other words, they are not part of the armies of heaven, those returning 
with the Lord to the earth. This would seem to indicate that the twenty-
four elders are not part of the group that makes up the New Testament 
Christians, since the entire group returns with the Lord to the earth. 
 
Of course, one could say in response that the twenty-four elders are not 
New Testament believers but are made up of saints from the Old 
Testament era. This would explain why they do not return with the New 
Testament Christians. 
 
These are some of the reasons which have caused many to think that the 
elders are most likely heavenly beings, not humans. 
 
Option 2:  The Twenty-Four Elders Are A Redeemed  

Company Of Humans 
 
While arguments are made for these elders to be a specific group of 
heavenly beings, the following arguments favor identifying the elders as 
humans, not as angels.   
 
This Is The Oldest Interpretation  
 
First, this is the oldest interpretation of the identity of the elders. It goes 
back to a man named Victorinus of Pettau who died in A.D. 304.  
Therefore, some argue that this is the traditional interpretation. 
 
In The Bible, The Term Elders Is Used Of Humans In Authority 
 
The term “Elders” is consistently used in both testaments to refer to 
humans. Indeed, in the Old Testament, it refers to men were had authority 
over certain cities. They would function as representatives for their 
communities. For example, we read the following in the Book of 
Deuteronomy: 
 

And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man shall wash their 
hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley 
(Deuteronomy 21:6 ESV). 

 
In the New Testament, the Greek word can mean an older person as well 
as indicating one who has authority and prestige. Indeed, the leaders of the 
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early church were called elders. We find the following words of the Apostle 
Paul to Titus: 
 

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained 
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you (Titus 
1:5 ESV). 

 
Therefore, in both testaments, the word “elder” has the specific meaning 
of humans who are in the place of ruling and authority. As we mentioned, 
this term is never used to designate angels or any other type of heavenly 
being anywhere in Scripture. The only exception may be Isaiah 24:23 
which, as we observed, could very well be speaking of humans. 

 
Heavenly Beings Never Sit Upon Thrones And Judge 
 
In Scripture, angels are never said to occupy thrones, as those who are in 
authority, to judge and rule the people. Instead, they minister to God’s 
people in the role as messengers, not rulers. 
 
On the other hand, the New Testament believers are promised to sit upon 
thrones as well as having some type of governmental authority or rulership 
in the world to come. We find the following promise which Jesus made to 
His disciples:  
 

Jesus said to them, “I assure you: In the Messianic Age, when the Son 
of Man sits on His glorious throne, you who have followed Me will 
also sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel” (Matthew 19:28 
CSB). 

 
This promise is fulfilled in the Book of Revelation: 
 

Then I saw thrones, and people seated on them who were given 
authority to judge. I also saw the people who had been beheaded 
because of their testimony about Jesus and because of God’s word, 
who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and who had not 
accepted the mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life 
and reigned with the Messiah for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:4 CSB). 

 
This is a point in favor of the elders being humans. However, if these 
heavenly beings are a distinct group of heavenly creatures apart from the 
angels, and with a higher ranking, then it is possible that they could be 
involved in carrying out God’s judgment and rulership in some unspoken 
way. We simply are not told one way or the other. 
 
Crowns Are Never Linked To Angels 
  
In the Bible, crowns are never assigned to angels. In fact, they are specific 
rewards for believers in Christ. Paul wrote: 
 

Now everyone who competes exercises self- control in everything. 
However, they do it to receive a crown that will fade away, but we a 
crown that will never fade away (1 Corinthians 9:25 CSB) 
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He wrote to the Thessalonians: 
 

For who is our hope or joy or crown of boasting in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus at His coming? Is it not you? For you are our glory and 
joy (1 Thessalonians 2:19 CSB) 

 
James wrote something similar: 
 

A man who endures trials is blessed, because when he passes the test 
he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who 
love Him (James 1:12 CSB) 

 
Peter concurred: 
 

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4 CSB).  

 
Again, we could say in response that since the first option says that the 
twenty-four elders are a distinct order of heavenly being, and not angels, it 
does not matter that crowns are never linked to angels, a lesser ranked 
group of God’s supernaturally created beings. In fact, the crowns may 
suggest a judicial function.  
 
In response to this, we can note the following. While these higher ranked 
beings may indeed wear some type of crown, we are never told this in 
Scripture. Furthermore, the Greek word for crowns in Revelation 4:4 is 
stephanos, a victor’s crown, that is, a trophy won at the games.  
 
This differs from the royal crown of governmental authority, the Greek 
word diadema. Therefore, the particular crowns these elders are wearing are 
not the type that were used in a judicial function.  
 
Crowns, Thrones And White Clothes Are All Promised To Believers 
 
One of the seemingly decisive factors in determining the identity of the 
elders could be the three things which characterize them, crowns, thrones 
and white clothes. What we find from Scripture is that believers in Christ 
are promised these three things. 
 
Crowns 
 

Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten 
days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give 
you the crown of life … I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, 
so that no one may seize your crown (Revelation 2:10; 3:11 ESV).  

 
Thrones 
 

The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, 
as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne 
(Revelation 3:21 ESV)  
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White Clothes 
 

The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments … I 
counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame 
of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so 
that you may see (Revelation 3:5,18 ESV). 

 
This is a much better argument in support of the view that the twenty-four 
elders are humans. While angels are not promised any of these things, and 
other heavenly beings are never specifically said to sit upon thrones, wear 
crowns, or wear white for that matter, humans are promised all three of 
these things. This is seemingly the best argument for the elders to be some 
type of humans. 

 
Conclusion 
 
There is no easy answer to this question. Seemingly, the twenty-four elders 
may represent the New Testament believers who have been rewarded for 
their faithfulness and endurance. The Lord has promised to give them the 
“victor’s crown:” 
 

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil 
will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, Be 
faithful to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. . . . 
In the same way, the victor will be dressed in white clothes, and I will 
never erase his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his 
name before My Father and before His angels (Revelation 2:10, 3:5 
CSB).  

 
On the other hand, since these twenty-four elders are always linked with 
heavenly beings, we could assume that they are a different order of God’s 
creation apart from the angels, the living creatures, the seraphim, and the 
cherubim. 
 
Given each of these possibilities, there does not seem to be enough 
evidence one way or another, to make a definite conclusion. They are not 
angels, but they could be a different order of heavenly beings. 
 
Summary To Appendix 3 
Are The Twenty-Four Elders In The Book  
Of Revelation Humans Or Heavenly Beings? 
 
In the Book of Revelation, there is a unique designation of twenty-four 
beings sitting on thrones in heaven. They are known as “elders.” This is 
the only place in Scripture where this particular description is given to us. 
Their identity is one that is disputed. Indeed, some people think they are 
heavenly beings, while others believe they are humans.  
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The case for them being heavenly beings can be simply listed as follows. 
First, they are wearing white, the color of another type of heavenly being, 
angels. 
 
Second, they are always linked in heaven with other heavenly beings, never 
humans. 
 
Third, when Jesus Christ returns, these twenty-four elders seem to remain 
in heaven while all the believers in Christ return with Him to the earth. 
This would seem to indicate a distinction between them and New 
Testament believers. 
 
These arguments, among others, have convinced many that the elders are 
heavenly beings, not humans. 
 
On the other hand, these twenty-four “elders” sit on thrones, and rule 
while wearing white garments. These three things are specifically promised 
to the New Testament believers. This may indicate that it is New 
Testament Christians whom these twenty-four elders represent. 
 
Add to this, the Bible, in both testaments, uses the word “elder” to refer 
to humans who are in place of rulership. We never find the word used of 
angels or other heavenly beings. 
 
In sum, it is difficult to decide exactly whom they represent. Either view is 
possible. 
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Appendix 4 
 

Does Revelation 5:9-10, In Some Translations, Solve The Problem 
As To The Identity Of The Twenty-Four Elders? 

 
The identity of the twenty-four elders could be solved if a particular 
translation of Revelation 5:9-10 is accepted as valid. For example, we read 
the following: 
 

Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And 
they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And 
to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God 
by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign 
on the earth (Revelation 5:8-10 NKJV). 

 
In Revelation 5:9 these elders in heaven worship the Lamb because, they 
say, “You were slain and You have redeemed us for God By Your blood.” 
In Revelation 5:10 they say, “And you have made us kings and priests; And 
we shall reign on the earth.” 
 
The King James Version reads similar in this verse:  
 

Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. And hast made us unto 
our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth (Revelation 
5:9,10 KJV). 

 
This translation asserts that the twenty-four elders in heaven are those 
whom Jesus Christ redeemed, or bought, by His death on the cross. Indeed, 
twice they sing that the Lord redeemed “us” and they also sing that “we” 
shall reign on the earth.  
 
Since the Lord only redeemed humans, and not angels or any other 
heavenly being by His death, these verses make it clear that the elders are 
humans, not some other type of heavenly creation of God. 
 
Other Translations Are Different 
 
However, almost every other English translation of this verse reads 
differently. For example, consider the following way in which other 
versions translate these two verses: 
 

They were singing a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and 
to open its seals because you were killed, and at the cost of your own 
blood you have purchased for God persons from every tribe, language, 
people, and nation. You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests 
to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10 
NET). 
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And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people 
and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve 
our God, and they will reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10 NIV). 

 
Other translations such as the ESV, CSB, NLT, and CEV read something 
similar.  
 
According to these translations, the twenty-four elders are not part of the 
redeemed but are a distinct group of heavenly beings.  Indeed, the song 
they sing proclaims that the Lord redeemed “persons” from every tribe”    
. .  .  . “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests” and they will reign 
on the earth. 
 
In sum, instead of “us,” “us,” and “we” that is found in the KJV and NKJV 
the other translations read “persons” “them” and “they.”  
 
Why Do They Translate This Verse Differently?  
 
The NKJV and KJV translation assumes the genuineness of the Greek 
pronoun haymas, translated as “us” in Revelation 5:9 and 5:10. The other 
English translations believe this word does not belong in the text in either 
instance.  
 
In the Revelation 5:9 there is no direct object in the verse. In other words 
it has to be supplied. Consequently, this would leave the verse without a 
direct object, without some word explaining whom the Lord bought with 
His blood. They supply the word “persons.” The translation note from the 
NET Bible explains why: 
 

The word “persons” is not in the Greek text, but is implied. Direct 
objects were often omitted in Greek when clear from the context 
(Translation Note On Revelation 5:9 from NET Bible). 

 
Why do they do this? The main argument for excluding the word translated 
as “us” in verse 9 is found in verse 10. It reads: 
 

You have made “them” to be a kingdom and priests to our God.  . . . 
and “they” will reign 

 
Most manuscripts read “them” in this verse while only a few have the word 
“us.” They also accept the reading which says “they” will reign on the earth 
rather that “we” will reign. Again, most manuscripts have the word “they” 
and not “we.” 
 
To sum up, the variations in the Greek text. In verse 9 some manuscripts 
have the Greek word for us while other manuscripts do not have a direct 
object. However, since most manuscripts of verse 10 have the words 
“them” and “they” in the text, the translators supply the word “persons” 
in verse 9 to make it clear whom the Lord bought.  
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Therefore, in this translation, the elders, singing the song of the redeemed, 
do not include themselves with these believers. In fact, they make the 
distinction between themselves and those whom Christ bought with His 
blood. If this is what these verses are teaching, then the twenty-four elders 
would not be part of the New Testament believers for whom Christ died. 
 
Which Are The Correct Readings? 
 
While most English translations read “persons” rather than “us” in 
Revelation 5:9, the evidence for “us” being the genuine reading is 
impressive. In fact, the great majority of Greek manuscripts, early 
translations, and the writings of the early Christians, known as the church 
fathers, include the word. In fact, the earliest manuscript of Revelation 
which contains this verse, Codex Sinaiticus, does include this reading “us.” 
 
The evidence against the inclusion of “us” is largely internal. The problem 
is that does agree with “them” and “they” in verse ten.  
 
In other words, those singing would not say in verse nine, “you have 
redeemed us” and then in verse ten say “you have redeemed them.” Since 
the pronouns conflict with one another, the pronoun “us” is omitted in 
verse nine to make the translation consistent.  
 
Furthermore, the evidence for the NKJV and KJV readings in verse 10, 
“us” and “we” have little manuscript support. It seems clear that in verse 
ten “them and “they” are the proper reading of the text. 

 
A Possible Solution  
 
However, there is a possible solution which keeps both the pronoun “us” 
in verse nine, as in the NKJV and the KJV, and the pronouns “them” and 
“they” in verse ten, as in modern translations, which makes sense in the 
context. This solution was offered a 19th century commentator on the Book 
of Revelation, Moses Stuart.  
 
He argued that verses 9 and 10 contain what is known as a responsive or 
antiphonal praise. Stuart observed that in verses 9 and 10, there are two 
distinct groups who are worshiping God. They are the “four living 
creatures and the “twenty-four elders.”   
 
His solution was as follows. In Revelation 5:9, the twenty-four elders, a 
redeemed company of believers, are praising the Lamb for redeeming “us 
to God.” In other words, they are praising the Lord for their salvation 
through Christ. 
 
However, in Revelation 5:10, there is a different group singing; it is the four 
living creatures. These heavenly beings then respond to the twenty-four 
elders by saying with, “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests.” 
In other words, what is recorded in Revelation 5:9 is the song of the 24 
elders. However, in verse Revelation 5:10 the singers are the four living 
creatures. 
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This understanding of the passage would have the four living creatures 
acknowledging that the twenty-four elders were part of the redeemed 
company of believers. 
 
The result would be that the text in verse nine would read like as the KJV 
and NKJV translations. However, in verse ten, it would read like the 
modern translations. 
 
While this is not the only way in which these verses could be understood, 
it does solve the problem of the conflicting pronouns. Furthermore, it 
would make the twenty-four elders human beings, part of the New 
Testament church.  
 
As we mentioned, this is a “possible” way of understanding these verses 
but it is not the only way. Consequently, nobody should build their case for 
the twenty-four elders being redeemed humans solely upon this particular 
understanding of these two verses.  
 
Summary To Appendix 4 
Does Revelation 5:9-10, In Some Translations, Solve The Problem As 
To The Identity Of The Twenty-Four Elders? 
 
The identity of the twenty-four elders in the Book of Revelation could be 
solved if the King James and New King James translation of Revelation 
5:9 is accepted as original. It has the twenty-four elders including 
themselves in the company of the redeemed, those for whom Jesus Christ 
died. The translation has them singing that Christ redeemed “us.”  
 
Since the Lord only died to redeem sinful humans, and not angels or other 
heavenly beings, this would make the twenty-four elders human beings. 
 
While the word translated “us” in Revelation 5:9 is in the great majority of 
Greek manuscripts, as well as in early translations of this verse, and the 
writings of the early Christians, it is rejected by modern translations. The 
reason for this is because the pronoun “us” does not line up with the 
pronouns “them” and “they” in verse ten. Modern translations understand 
the twenty-four elders as praising the Lord for redeeming “humans;” they 
are not including themselves for whom Christ died.  
 
However, there is a proposed solution to this issue. It was first offered long 
ago by Moses Stuart in the 19th century. It can be summed up as follows. 
 
Two groups are praising the Lord in Revelation 5:9, the twenty-four elders 
as well as the four living creatures. Nobody denies this. Therefore, if we 
assume that the twenty-four elders are singing praises to the Lord for their 
redemption in verse nine, it is possible that the second group, the four 
living creatures, are acknowledging this reality in verse ten.  
 
In other words, it is only the four living creatures who are singing the song 
in verse ten. In doing this, they are also thanking the Lord for redeeming 
“them,” the twenty-four elders. 
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This solution accepts the Greek text as read in the Greek majority of the 
manuscripts which includes the reading “us” in verse nine and the words 
“them” and “they” in verse ten. Consequently, the KJV an NKJV has it 
correct in verse nine while the modern translations have it right in verse 
ten. 
 
While not the only possible solution, it does seem to be a simple way to 
solve the problem of the conflicting pronouns without resorting to 
removing the pronoun “us” in verse nine, which is found in practically 
every manuscript of the Book of Revelation. 
 
However, since this is a difficult question, with a number of proposed 
solutions, one should not build their case concerning the identity of the 
twenty-four elders solely on this verse. 
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Our Next Book In The Unseen World Series 
 

Volume Two: 
 

Evil Angels,  
Demons, And The Occult 

 
In the next book in our series on the unseen world we examine the topics 
of evil angels, demons and the occult. We will look at questions such as the 
following. 
 
Who Are The Evil Angels? 
 
When Did The Angelic Rebellion Occur? 
 
What Are Demons? 
 
Where Did Demons Originate? 
 
Were The Sons Of God Fallen Angels Who Married Earthly Women? 
(Genesis 6) 
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