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Matthew 13 - The Parable of the Weeds

24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men 
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went 
away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said 
to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it 
have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants 
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, 
lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let 
both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.”’” - ESV
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Matthew 13 - The Parable of the Weeds Explained

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to 
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is 
the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the 
sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the 
weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery 
furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has 
ears, let him hear. - ESV
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SIX Principles from the Parable of the Weeds
1. Where did those weeds come from
2. The field is the world
3. The people of God cannot be all God wants them to be in this world and the next 
until they learn to overcome evil
4. The wheat and the weeds have been together for a long time
5. The Reapers will gather the weeds for destruction
6. The Revelation of the Righteous
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All Creation is groaning for God’s Children to be Revealed!

Romans 8:18 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will 
reveal to us later. 19 For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when 
God will reveal who his children really are. 20 Against its will, all creation was 
subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 21 the creation looks forward to 
the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and 
decay. 22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 And we believers also groan, even 
though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we 
long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with 
eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted 
children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 24 We were given this 
hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to 
hope for it. 25 But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must 
wait patiently and confidently.) - NLT

5



Barnes Notes on the Bible – Matthew 13:42
“We have no idea of more acute suffering than to be thrown into the fire, and to have 
our bodies made capable of bearing the burning heat, and living on in this burning 
heat forever and forever. It is not certain that our Saviour meant to teach here that 
hell is made up of "material" fire; but it is certain that he meant to teach that this 
would be a proper "representation" of the sufferings of the lost. 
We may be further assured that the Redeemer would not deceive us, or use words to 
torment and tantalize us. He would not talk of hell-fire which had no existence, nor 
would the Saviour of people hold out frightful images merely to terrify mankind. If he 
has spoken of hell, then there is a hell. If he meant to say that the wicked shall suffer, 
then they will suffer. If he did not mean to deceive mankind, then there is a hell, and 
then the wicked will be punished. The impenitent, therefore, should be alarmed. And 
the righteous, however much wickedness they may see, and however many 
hypocrites there may be in the church, should be cheered with the prospect that 
soon the just will be separated from the unjust, and that they shall shine as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father”
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SIX Principles from the Parable of the Weeds

6. The Revelation of the Righteous

• Matthew 13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s 
Kingdom. Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand! - NLT 

• Matthew 24:29 “Immediately after the anguish of those days, the sun will be 
darkened, the moon will give no light, the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken.  30 And then at last, the sign that the 
Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and there will be deep 
mourning among all the peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he 
will send out his angels with the mighty blast of a trumpet, and they will 
gather his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends of the 
earth and heaven. - NLT
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