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John 20
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you." 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 
23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven." 
 



John 20
24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came.  25 So the other disciples told him, "We have 
seen the Lord!" 
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe 
it." 
 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you!" 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 
and believe." 28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 



Five Reasons the Scars Remained
1. It proved this was really the same Jesus they had walked with
2. It confirmed Jesus was fully human and not just a spirit or ghost
3. Jesus scars gave Him credibility in Heaven



Five Reasons the Scars Remained
Revelation 5:5 “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”
6  Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the 
throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the 
earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the 
throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new 
song, saying:

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from 
every tribe and language and people and nation.  10 You have made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” - NIV



Five Reasons the Scars Remained
Revelation 5:11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They 
encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice 
they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
   to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength  
   and honor and glory and praise!”

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  
    be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!”

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and 
worshiped. - NIV



Five Reasons the Scars Remained
4. Each Scar has tremendous significance for all humanity and especially those 

who believe in Him
• Hymn-writer Matthew Bridges saw love in the scars and crowned him “the 

Lord of love” in his 1851 hymn: Crown him the Lord of love!  Behold his hands 
and side —Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.



Isaiah 53
He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. 
We turned our backs on him and looked the other way.  He was despised, and we 
did not care. 4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed 
him down. 
And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own 
sins! 

5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.  He was beaten so we 
could be whole.  He was whipped so we could be healed. 

6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our 
own. Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us all.

7 He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word.  He was led like 
a lamb to the slaughter.  And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not 
open his mouth. 
8 Unjustly condemned, he was led away.  No one cared that he died without 
descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream.  But he was struck down  for 
the rebellion of my people.



Isaiah 53
9 He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone.  But he was buried like a 
criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave.
10 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him  and cause him grief.  Yet when his 
life is made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants.  He will enjoy a long 
life, and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 

11 When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied.  And 
because of his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be 
counted righteous, 
for he will bear all their sins. 

12 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to 
death.  
He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for 
rebels.



Five Reasons the Scars Remained
5. The scars of Jesus give new meaning to the scars we carry as well

• The story of Kim Phuc Phan Thi 


