August 16, 2026
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Recognizing the Holiness of Everyday Work
Day 1: Work as Worship
Reading: Romans 12:1-2

Devotional: Before Paul tells us what to do, he tells us what to offer -- ourselves. Every part
of your embodied life, your hands, your time, your energy, belongs to God. This means
Monday morning is as sacred as Sunday morning. The danger is allowing the culture around
us to define what makes work meaningful. Prestige, salary, and visibility are not God's
measurements. When you offer your whole self to God, your work becomes an act of
worship. Today, before you begin any task, pause and offer it to Him. The altar is wherever
you are.

Reflection Question: In what areas of your daily work have you been keeping God out?

Day 2: The Original Design
Reading: Genesis 2:15, Genesis 3:17-19

Devotional: Work was God's idea before sin ever entered the picture. He placed humanity in
the garden not to rest indefinitely, but to till and keep it -- to develop its possibilities. Sin did
not create work; it distorted it. The frustration, exhaustion, and conflict you experience in
your work are real, but they are not the final word. The ground is cursed, but the calling
remains. Christ does not abolish the difficulty of work, but He redeems its meaning. What
feels like a burden can still be offered as something holy when placed in His hands.

Reflection Question: Where do you most feel the weight of the curse in your work, and how
might you invite God into that specific struggle?
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Day 3: Gifts Given for Others
Reading: Romans 12:3-8

Devotional: Paul's instruction to think with sober judgment is not a call to self-
criticism but to honest self-awareness. You have been given specific gifts, not
for your own advancement, but for the good of others. The body needs every
part functioning faithfully. Some gifts are visible; many are not. The quiet
encourager, the faithful teacher, the generous giver, the behind-the-scenes
servant -- none of these are lesser callings. Comparing your gifts to someone
else's is a distraction from the work God has actually placed before you. Your
function in the body is irreplaceable. Serve from what you have been given.

Reflection Question: What gifts has God placed in you that you have been
undervaluing or leaving unused?

Day 4: Created for Good Works
Reading: Ephesians 2:4-10

Devotional: The order of Ephesians 2 is everything. Grace comes first.
Salvation is God's work, not yours. You do not earn your worth through
productivity or achievement. But having been saved by grace and made new
in Christ, you are now created for good works that God prepared in advance.
This means your faithfulness in ordinary tasks is not accidental -- it is
purposeful. When you bring order, care, creativity, or integrity to your work,
you are reflecting the character of God into the world around you. Good work
flows from a transformed life, not the other way around.

Reflection Question: How would your approach to today's work change if you
truly believed God prepared it for you in advance?

Day 5: The Practice of His Presence
Reading: Colossians 3:23-24

Devotional: Brother Lawrence peeled vegetables and washed pots as acts of
devotion. He was never famous in his lifetime. He held no impressive title. But
he learned that no task is too small when it is offered to God. Colossians 3
reminds us that whatever we do, we work for the Lord. Not for recognition. Not
for a raise. Not for the approval of those watching. This does not make
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Day 5: The Practice of His Presence
Reading: Colossians 3:23-24

Devotional: Brother Lawrence peeled vegetables and washed pots as acts of
devotion. He was never famous in his lifetime. He held no impressive title. But
he learned that no task is too small when it is offered to God. Colossians 3
reminds us that whatever we do, we work for the Lord. Not for recognition. Not
for a raise. Not for the approval of those watching. This does not make
ambition wrong, but it does make faithfulness the higher standard. The secular
becomes spiritual when the focus of the heart is eternal. Go into this week's
work with that truth at the forefront of your mind.

Reflection Question: What would it look like practically for you to remain
conscious of God's presence throughout your workday this week?

Discussion Questions:

The sacred-secular divide is described as one of the most damaging ideas in
Christian thinking -- where in your own life have you treated certain activities
as spiritually significant while dismissing others as unimportant to God, and
what would it mean to close that gap?

The closing quote states that the secular becomes spiritual when the focus of
the heart is eternal -- what would it look like for you this week to approach
your ordinary work with that kind of eternal focus, and what specific habit or
mindset shift might help you get there?
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