
 

  

Helmar Lutheran Church 

Newark, IL 

Sunday, October 11th, 2026 

19th Sunday after Trinity 

  

Prelude 

Welcome 

Ministry Presentation: Jews for Jesus 

Hymn: “How Great Thou Art” 

Scripture reading: Psalm 14:1-3 

        Proverbs 15:1-7 

Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed 

Pastoral Prayer 

Praise Team: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

           “Christus Victor” 

           “Agnus Dei” 

Sermon: “The Wise and the Fool”  

    Ecclesiastes 2:12-17 

Benediction 

Hymn: “Whiter than Snow” 

Postlude 

Door Offering for Jews for Jesus 

 

Members of Helmar’s Prayer Team will be at the front of the 

sanctuary following the service to meet with those who desire to 

receive Christ as Lord and Savior, those who wish to renew their 

relationship with Jesus, or those who need prayer for specific needs. 

Anointing with oil, according to James 5:14 is available upon 

request. 

 



  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

October 11th, 2026 

“The Wise and the Fool” 

Ecclesiastes 2:12-17 

 

In this text, Solomon discusses the relationship between wisdom and 

foolishness. It’s closer than we think! 

 

I. There is a _____________________________________ vv. 12-14a 

 

 

 

 

II. There is a ____________________________________ vv. 14b-16 

 

 

 

 

The Conclusion: ____________________________________ v.17 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Mon: 7pm Mathre Life Group (Yorkville) 

 

Tu: 6:30pm Deacons/Trustees’ Mtg, 7:30pm Council Mtg 

 

Wed: 9-2 Quilting 

2pm Adult Bible Study 

 6:30pm Christian Life Group (Newark) 

 6:30pm BLAST, JAM, HS 

 

Th: 9:30am Ladies Bible Study 

6:30pm Gengler Life Group (Yorkville) 

 

Fri: 9am Ladies Prayer Hour 

7:30pm Pilon Life Group (Minooka) 

Sun: 8:30am Fellowship 

 9am Sunday School 

 10am Worship 

 

Life Group Study Questions are available on the ledge outside 

the sanctuary, or online. 

 

David “Moose” Garrett and his wife, Kathleen, have served on 

staff with Jews for Jesus since 1981. David ministered to young 

people for over 30 years and currently serves as Director of 

Alumni Ministry. The Garretts met at California Lutheran Bible 

School and are members of West Portal Lutheran Church in 

San Francisco. Following Bible school, David graduated from 

Concordia University Chicago. The Garretts have two married 

daughters, Virginia and Monica. Their sons-in-law, Joshua 

(Virginia) and Noah (Monica), are pastors. Joshua is the pastor 

of Trinity Lutheran in Greeley, Colorado, and Noah is the 

pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Batavia, Illinois. David 

and Kathleen have eight little friends. The Garretts raise their 

support to serve with Jews for Jesus. 



 

 
October 11, 2026 

 

Why were you created? Not just your specific calling or purpose in this 

life, but why did God—who is perfect—choose to create humanity at all? 

When we hear that God is perfect, we often think of moral perfection, that 

He is without sin. That is absolutely true. But the word “perfect” also carries 

a deeper meaning: lacking nothing, fully complete, entirely sufficient in 

Himself. God is not dependent on anything or anyone. He has no unmet 

needs, no emptiness to fill. So, if God needs nothing, why create us? 

The answer is both simple and astonishing: because He desired to. 

Creation was not driven by necessity, but by love. God did not make 

humanity to complete Himself, but to express Himself—to share His love, 

His goodness, and His glory. That means your existence is not an accident 

or an afterthought. You were wanted. Before anything was made, God 

desired a relationship with you. 

One of the most beautiful ways to understand this desire is through the 

idea of family. There are three ways that a person can enter into a family: 

birth, adoption, and marriage. What’s amazing is that God, in His love, 

brings us into His family through all three. 

We are born into His family through baptism. This new birth is not 

something we earn; it is a gift, an invitation into a completely new identity. 

We are adopted into God’s family. Adoption is a powerful image 

because it highlights choice. A child who is adopted is intentionally chosen 

and brought into a family with full rights and a belonging. In the same way, 

God adopts us through His Spirit, calling us children of God!  

Finally, we are brought in through marriage. Christ is the bridegroom, 

and His people are His bride. This points forward to a future union, a 

celebration of complete and eternal relationship with Him. Marriage 

represents deep intimacy, commitment, and joy. It shows that God doesn’t 

just want proximity with us—He desires closeness, unity, and love that lasts 

forever. 

So why were you created? Not because God needed you, but because 

He wanted you. You exist because of His desire for relationship. And that 

truth reshapes everything. You are not here by chance. You are here because 

a perfect, all-sufficient God chose you, pursued you, and made a way for 

you to be part of His family—completely, permanently, and lovingly. 

 

Miss Jaelynn Kozicky 

AFLC Parish Education Administrative Assistant 

Plymouth, Minnesota 

 

AFLC Promotion for October is Parish Education 
 


