
Last week Pastor Tim spoke to us about what to do 
when we face conflict and opposition from within 
our community. This week, Pastor Josh shared about 
the intense opposition the Jews faced from outside 
forces and Nehemiah’s response which led to his 
and their success in rebuilding the wall around 
Jerusalem. 

 Icebreaker Question: What was one of your 
dreams when you were growing up? What did 
you want to be? Where did you want to live? 
Was that dream realized or did you move in 
another direction?

 Nehemiah is very aware of his opposition, but he stays true to his calling. Josh asks us if we are aware 
of the opposition that we have in our own lives. Take some time to write out some of the visible and 
invisible enemies that we encounter. Here is an example: 

My invisible enemies My visible enemies
Satan/demonic forces Anyone wrongly opposing me
My unhealthy behavior…. A person/group with an opposing agenda, view, or politics
My fear of…… A person who is jealous of me
My unhealthy ego’s need for… A person who is angry with me
My bad attitude… A specific substance
Wounds from my past…

Some of these can be deeply personal. If you feel comfortable sharing one or two with your group, 
please share and talk through how these enemies have affected your life, your loved ones or your 
calling.
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In this session, encourage the members of 
your group to share a pivotal moment in their 
faith journey! While the discussion questions 
are important, make sure to find ways to 
learn each other’s stories or become more 
acquainted with one another! Having people 
share moments from their lives is critical to 
having a meaningful study! Look at this list 
below for guidance or possibilities!
Potential Pivotal Moments:
1. When did you begin to follow Jesus?
2. Have you been baptized?
3. Have you ever been on a mission trip?
4. What got you plugged into your church?
5. Have you experienced a hardship or 

difficulty that caused you to lean more 
on Christ?
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 It’s important when faced with the reality that there are visible and invisible enemies, that we look 
to how we are to respond to these oppositions. Let’s look at Nehemiah’s responses over the past few 
chapters: 

The Enemy’s Strategy Nehemiah’s Response
Neh 2:10 Neh 2:17-18
Neh 2:19 Neh 2:20
Neh 4:1-3 Neh 4:4-6
Neh 4:7-8 Neh 4:9
Neh 4:10-12 Neh 4:13-23
Neh 6:1-2 Neh 6:4-5
Neh 6:6-7 Neh 6:8-9
Neh 9:10 Neh 9:11-15

We see Nehemiah responding with prayer, strategy, courage and many more. How could some of 
these responses help you respond to your visible and invisible enemies?

 The harder aspect of looking at enemies and opposition is to take some personal responsibility.
• Are there people that you have unfairly called an enemy?
• Are there people or groups that you have made yourself an enemy to?
• Is there a space in your heart where you are holding unforgiveness?
• What steps would you want to make this week to let go of unforgiveness, move away from seeing 

someone as an enemy or being an enemy to someone else?

In closing, take some time to appreciate and build up your group. We covered some deeply personal 
things and potentially spoke about deep hurts. Pray for any past or present hurts that were shared and 
ask the Lord to lead you this week in how we should respond. End by reading the verses in Ephesians 3 
which is Paul’s prayer for the family of God:

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I 
pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with 
all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God.


