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          Easter 2018- “Epic or Fail” 
         Dr. Al Goracke 
        March 31st, 2018 & April 1st 2018 
 

“Easter is about God turning our Failures into Epic wins” 

John 2:1-4 The next day there was a wedding celebration in the village of Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there,  and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to 
the celebration.  The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother 
told him, “They have no more wine.”  “Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” 
Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” 

John 2:6-10-Standing nearby were six stone water jars, used for Jewish 
ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the jars had been filled,  he said, “Now 
dip some out, and take it to the master of ceremonies.” So the servants followed 
his instructions.  When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now 
wine, not knowing where it had come from (though, of course, the servants 
knew), he called the bridegroom over. “A host always serves the best wine first,” 
he said. “Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he brings out the less 
expensive wine. But you have kept the best until now!” 

John 11:1-14-A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, 
Mary and Martha.  This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on 
the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick.  So 
the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very 
sick.”  But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in 
death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive 
glory from this.” So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus,  he stayed 
where he was for the next two days. Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back 
to Judea.”  But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days ago the 
people in Judea were trying to stone you. Are you going there again?”  Jesus 
replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day people can 
walk safely. They can see because they have the light of this world.  But at night 
there is danger of stumbling because they have no light.” Then he said, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.” The disciples 
said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon get better!”  They thought Jesus meant 
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Lazarus was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died.  So he told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 

John 11:39-44-“Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead 
man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has been dead for four days. The smell will be 
terrible.” Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you 
believe?”  So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, thank you for hearing me.  You always hear me, but I said it out loud 
for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent 
me.”  Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And the dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told 
them, “Unwrap him and let him go!” 

Mark 15:33-37- At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the 
ninth hour.  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?"-which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"   
When some of those standing near heard this, they said, "Listen, he's calling 
Elijah."  One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to take 
him down," he said.  With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.  
 
Mark 15:46- So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it 
in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against 
the entrance of the tomb. 

 

                 “Easter is about God turning our Failures into Epic wins” 

                 6 Failures You Should Experience If You Want To Succeed In Life 
 
A failed serious relationship 
 
A failed friendship 
 
A failed career choice   
                                                                                                            
A failed financial statement                                                                                                  
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A failed attempt at greatness                                                                                        
 
A failed understanding of what’s to come       
 
                                                                       

John 20-1-10-Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the 
entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we 
don’t know where they have put him!”  Peter and the other disciple started out 
for the tomb.  They were both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first.  He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he didn’t go in.  Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also 
noticed the linen wrappings lying there,  while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ 
head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings.  Then the disciple 
who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed— for until 
then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the 
dead.  Then they went home. 

Our Failures 

Romans 3:23- for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

The Epic Win 

Romans 6:23-For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 1 Corinthians 15:17-And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are 
still in your sins. 

1 Peter 1:3-9-All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his 
great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from 
the dead. Now we live with great expectation,  and we have a priceless 
inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, 
beyond the reach of change and decay. And through your faith, God is protecting 
you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on 
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the last day for all to see.  So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even 
though you must endure many trials for a little while.  These trials will show that 
your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your 
faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong 
through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day 
when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. You love him even though you 
have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you 
rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.  The reward for trusting him will be the 
salvation of your souls. 

 Life 

 Strength 

 Joy 


