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     Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives 

    February 5th, February 8th and February 9th, 2020 

        Dr. Alan Goracke 

 

 

 

Jesus teaching style  

Confrontation 

Humor  

Story 

Quiet 

Suffering 

Food 

 

Matthew 11:11-19-“Let me tell you what’s going on here: No one in history 

surpasses John the Baptizer; but in the kingdom he prepared you for, the lowliest 

person is ahead of him. For a long time now people have tried to force 

themselves into God’s kingdom. But if you read the books of the Prophets and 

God’s Law closely, you will see them culminate in John, teaming up with him in 

preparing the way for the Messiah of the kingdom. Looked at in this way, John is 

the ‘Elijah’ you’ve all been expecting to arrive and introduce the Messiah. “Are 

you listening to me? Really listening?  “How can I account for this generation? The 

people have been like spoiled children whining to their parents, ‘We wanted to 

skip rope, and you were always too tired; we wanted to talk, but you were always 

too busy.’ John came fasting and they called him crazy. I came feasting and they 

called me a lush, a friend of the riffraff. Opinion polls don’t count for much, do 

they? The proof of the pudding is in the eating.” 
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 Luke 7:27-39-Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi 

sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to 

him. So Levi got up, left everything, and followed him.  Later, Levi held a banquet 

in his home with Jesus as the guest of honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors 

and other guests also ate with them.  But the Pharisees and their teachers of 

religious law complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 

with such scum?” Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—

sick people do.  I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but 

those who know they are sinners and need to repent.” One day some people said 

to Jesus, “John the Baptist’s disciples fast and pray regularly, and so do the 

disciples of the Pharisees. Why are your disciples always eating and drinking?” 

Jesus responded, “Do wedding guests fast while celebrating with the groom? Of 

course not.  But someday the groom will be taken away from them, and then they 

will fast.” Then Jesus gave them this illustration: “No one tears a piece of cloth 

from a new garment and uses it to patch an old garment. For then the new 

garment would be ruined, and the new patch wouldn’t even match the old 

garment.  “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the new wine would 

burst the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins.  New wine must be 

stored in new wineskins.  But no one who drinks the old wine seems to want the 

new wine. ‘The old is just fine,’ they say.” 

 

Life is about connecting with different people and it’s good! 

When you are uncomfortable being around certain people, it shows you have an 

area for growth in your life. 

When you are uncomfortable listening to divergent viewpoints, it shows you have 

an area for growth in your life. 

When you are uncomfortable helping or serving certain people, it shows you have 

an area for growth in your life. 

When you are uncomfortable being around people who have a different belief 

system than you, it shows you have an area for growth in your life. 

 

Two Biblical Approaches to dealing with Relationships/Connections 
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Isolate 

1 Corinthians 15:33- Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character."     

 

Engagement                                                                                                                     

Luke 7:29-Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of honor. 

Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors and other guests also ate with them. 

 

If you are a person of Faith… 

It’s normal for our worlds to collide. 

 

It’s normal for there to be tension. 

 

In the tension there is the possibility of “God moments”  
 


