15When Joseph'’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they
said, “What if Joseph bears a grudge against us and pays us
back in full for all the wrong which we did to him!” 16 So they

sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father charged before
he died, saying, 17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph, “Please forgive,

| beg you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, for
they did you wrong.” And now, please forgive the transgression of
the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when
they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also came and fell down
before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.”

19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am | in God’s
place? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good in order to bring about ©lthis present result, to preserve
many people alive. 2! So therefore, do not be afraid; | will provide
for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and

spoke kindly to them.

Genesis 50:15-21 (NASB)
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Reconciliation restores what was alienated and
brings into unity, harmony, or agreement what
was originally intended.

Now there were twelve sons of Jacob— 23 the sons of Leah: Reuben,
Jacob’s firstborn, then Simeon and Levi and Judah and Issachar and
Zebulun; 24 the sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin; 25and the sons
of Bilhah, Rachel’s maid: Dan and Naphtali; 26 and the sons of Zilpah,
Leah’s maid: Gad and Asher. These are the sons of Jacob who were
born to him in Paddan-aram.

27 Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre of Kiriath-arba (that is,
Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned.

28 Now the days of Isaac were one hundred and eighty years. 2 Isaac
breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, an old
man of ripe age; and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

Genesis 35:22-29 (AMP)
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So Jacob (Israel) lived in the land Elwhere his father [Isaac] had been a
stranger (sojourner, resident alien), in the land of Canaan. 2 These are t
generations of Jacob.

Joseph, when he was seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with
his brothers [Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher]; the boy was with the sons of
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s [[Plsecondary] wives; and Joseph brought back
a bad report about them to their father. 3 Now Israel (Jacob) loved Joseph
more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he
made him a [distinctive] [©multicolored tunic. 4 His brothers saw that their
father loved Joseph more than all of his brothers; so they hated him and
could not [find it within themselves to] speak to him on friendly terms.

Genesis 37:1-4 (AMP)

5Then Joseph [had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they
hated him even more. & He said to them, “Please listen to this dream which
I have [ehad; 7 for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my
sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered
around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 Then his brothers said to him, “Are
you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over

us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

9 Now he [fhad still another dream, and related it to his brothers, and said,
“Lo, | have [@had still another dream; and behold, the sun and the moon
and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”

10 He related it to his father and to his brothers; and his father rebuked
him and said to him, “What s this dream that you have [had? Shall |
and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves
down before you to the ground?” ' His brothers were jealous of him, but
his father kept the saying in mind.

Genesis 37:5-11 (NASB)
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Markers along the road of Reconciliation
- Identity

16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh;
even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we
know Him in this way no longer. 7 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things
have come.

Markers along the road of Reconciliation

- Vision

16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him
in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
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Markers along the road of Reconciliation

- Freedom

18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, ' namely,

that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting
their trespasses against them...

Markers along the road of Reconciliation

- Freedom

19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
counting their trespasses against them

Gal 5:1 (NASB)

Markers along the road of Reconciliation

- Maturity

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. 2' He made Him who knew no

sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.




Markers along the road of Reconciliation

- Purpose and Mission

18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself throu
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,

...2Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an
appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2! He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him.
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