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Introduction 

• Purpose of the Series: To explore pivotal moments where the early church 
members either embraced or resisted the Holy Spirit’s work, illustrating both 
the empowerment and the challenges of living under the Spirit’s influence. 

• Overview: This lesson will delve into instances of acceptance and resistance 
of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Acts, focusing on the transformative role of 
the Spirit in guiding the early Christian community. 

Key Episodes and Insights 

1. Resisting the Holy Spirit 

o Acts 7:51 (NIV): "You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are 
still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always 
resist the Holy Spirit!" 

 Insight: Stephen’s accusation against the Sanhedrin highlights 
a persistent resistance to the Holy Spirit, mirroring a historical 
pattern of rejecting divine guidance. 

2. Embracing the Holy Spirit 

o Acts 7:55 (NIV): "But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God." 

 Insight: Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit even in the face of 
death, receives a vision of Jesus, exemplifying the ultimate 
embrace of the Spirit’s power and presence. 

3. The Holy Spirit’s Work Among the Samaritans 

o Acts 8:15-17 (NIV): "When they arrived, they prayed for the new 
believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the 
Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit." 



 Insight: The Samaritans, initially outsiders, fully receive the 
Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands, demonstrating the 
breaking of cultural and religious barriers. 

4. Misunderstanding and Misusing the Holy Spirit 

o Acts 8:18-19 (NIV): "When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money and said, 
‘Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit.'" 

 Insight: Simon the sorcerer tries to buy the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, showing a fundamental misunderstanding of the Spirit’s 
divine nature and operation. 

5. Saul’s Transformation 

o Acts 9:17 (NIV): "Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. 
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, 
who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent 
me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.'" 

 Insight: Saul's dramatic transformation into Paul through the 
Holy Spirit highlights the potential for personal change and 
mission. 

6. Widespread Influence of the Holy Spirit 

o Acts 10:44-47 (NIV): "While Peter was still speaking these words, 
the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles." 

 Insight: The Gentiles’ reception of the Holy Spirit confirms 
God’s inclusive plan of salvation and underscores the Spirit’s 
role in unifying diverse peoples under the new covenant. 

Conclusion 

• As we reflect on these examples, let us seek to deepen our own receptivity to 
the Holy Spirit, inviting His transformative power into every aspect of our 
lives. 


