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Ephesians 2:10-17 MSG 
 
The Messy Work of Redemption 
7-10 Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to 
shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his 
work. All we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish! We 
don’t play the major role. If we did, we’d probably go around bragging that we’d done 
the whole thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does both the making 
and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does, the 
good work he has gotten ready for us to do, work we had better be doing. 
 
The Messy Work of Salvation 
11-13 But don’t take any of this for granted. It was only yesterday that you outsiders to 
God’s ways had no idea of any of this, didn’t know the first thing about the way God 
works, hadn’t the faintest idea of Christ. You knew nothing of that rich history of God’s 
covenants and promises in Israel, hadn’t a clue about what God was doing in the world 
at large. Now because of Christ - dying that death, shedding that blood—you who were 
once out of it altogether are in on everything. 
 
The Messy Work of Unified Through Faith 
14-15 The Messiah has made things up between us so that we’re now together on this, 
both non-Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep 
each other at a distance. He repealed the law code that had become so clogged with 
fine print and footnotes that it hindered more than it helped. Then he started over. 
Instead of continuing with two groups of people separated by centuries of animosity and 
suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a fresh start for everybody. 
 
The Messy Work of Peace: The Great Equalizer 
16-18 Christ brought us together through his death on the cross. The Cross got us to 
embrace, and that was the end of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you 
outsiders and peace to us insiders. He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. 
Through him we both share the same Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 
 
Put Your Faith to Work 
Titus 2:14 AMP 
…who [willingly] gave Himself [to be crucified] on our behalf to redeem us and purchase 
our freedom from all wickedness, and to purify for Himself a chosen and very special 
people to be His own possession, who are enthusiastic for doing what is good [good 
works]. 
 



Hebrews 12:2 AMP 
…[looking away from all that will distract us and] focusing our eyes on Jesus, who is the 
Author and Perfecter of faith [the first incentive for our belief and the One who brings 
our faith to maturity], who for the joy [of accomplishing the goal] set before Him endured 
the cross, disregarding the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God 
[revealing His deity, His authority, and the completion of His work]. 
 
Matthew 5:16 ESV 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven 
 
James 1:2-4 MSG 
2-4 Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all 
sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its 
true colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you 
become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way. 


