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Key Episodes and Insights 

1. Empowerment and Wisdom 

o Acts 11:24 (NIV): "He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and 
faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord." 

 Insight: Barnabas's character and effectiveness in ministry were 
directly attributed to his being full of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Divine Commissioning 

o Acts 13:2-4 (NIV): "While they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.’ So after they had fasted and 
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off." 

 Insight: The Holy Spirit plays a crucial role in calling and 
sending Barnabas and Saul (Paul) for their missionary work, 
ensuring that their mission was divinely ordained. 

3. Confrontation and Discernment 

o Acts 13:9 (NIV): "Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said..." 

 Insight: Paul, empowered by the Holy Spirit, confronts a false 
prophet, demonstrating the Spirit’s role in providing 
discernment and boldness in opposition. 

4. Joyful Encouragement 

o Acts 13:52 (NIV): "And the disciples were filled with joy and with 
the Holy Spirit." 

 Insight: Despite challenges, the disciples’ joy was sustained by 
their continuous filling with the Holy Spirit, illustrating the 
Spirit’s role in providing emotional and spiritual strength. 

 



5. Inclusive Gospel 

o Acts 15:8-28 (NIV): "God, who knows the heart, showed that he 
accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us." 

 Insight: The Holy Spirit's indwelling in Gentile believers was a 
key sign of God's acceptance and the breaking down of cultural 
and religious barriers. 

6. Strategic Guidance 

o Acts 16:6-7 (NIV): "Paul and his companions traveled throughout the 
region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit 
from preaching the word in the province of Asia." 

 Insight: The Holy Spirit’s guidance sometimes involves 
preventing actions to steer God’s servants towards more 
strategic opportunities for ministry. 

7. Prophetic Warnings and Directions 

o Acts 20:22-23; 28 (NIV): "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am 
going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there." 

 Insight: Paul’s journey was marked by the Holy Spirit’s 
compelling and warnings, which prepared him for upcoming 
trials and responsibilities. 

8. Prophetic Intercession 

o Acts 21:4 (NIV): "Finding the disciples there, we stayed with them 
seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to 
Jerusalem." 

 Insight: The Holy Spirit not only directs but also works 
through the community to provide counsel and warnings. 

  



Conclusion 

• Reflection: These narratives from Acts show the Holy Spirit’s active role in 
guiding, empowering, and nurturing the early church. They encourage us to 
seek the Holy Spirit’s direction in every aspect of our lives and ministries. 

• Application: Let us be attentive to the Holy Spirit’s voice, open to His 
guidance, and ready to move or pause according to His leading. 


