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12 For who knows what is good for a person in life, during the few and meaningless days they pass through like a shadow?
Who can tell them what will happen under the sun after they are gone? Ecclesiastes 2

#1. THE IMPLICATIONS

19 Surely the fate of human beings is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: as one dies, so dies the
other. All have the same breath; humans have no advantage over animals. Everything is meaningless. 2° All go to the same
place; all come from dust, and to dust all return. 22Who knows if the human spirit rises upward and if the spirit of the animal
goes down into the earth?’ 22So | saw that there is nothing better for a person than to enjoy their work, because that is
their lot. For who can bring them to see what will happen after them? Ecclesiastes 3

8 Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil. ° Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of
this meaningless life that God has given you under the sun - all your meaningless days. For this is your lot in life and in
your toilsome labour under the sun. 19 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the realm of the dead,
where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom. Ecclesiastes 9

#2. OUR INCLINATIONS

15Then he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.’ Luke 12

22 ‘And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23| only know that
in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 2 However, | consider my life worth nothing
to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me - the task of testifying to the
good news of God’s grace. Acts 20
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#3. THE INTERVENTION

15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised
again. 16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do
so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here!

2 Corinthians 5

9] am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 1°The thief comes

only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 111 am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. John 10

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Can secularism provide meaning for life? What are the inherent limitations?

2. We find meaning by being connected to, and living for, something bigger than ourselves. What
steps do you think God is calling you to take so that you may experience greater meaning in life?

3. What are some fears that are holding you back from living a more meaningful life? What is the
assurance does God give us?
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