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A CHRISTMAS CAROL

3. OLITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

ODETTE TAN
11 DEC 2022

#1. HISTORICAL ORIGIN

O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labour bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.

#2. CELESTIAL PERSPECTIVE

For Christ is born of Mary,

and, gathered all above

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King
and peace to all the earth.

Micah 5

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. © And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly

host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

4 “Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding.

5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?

6 On what were its bases sunk,

or who laid its cornerstone,

7 when the morning stars sang together

and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Luke 2

Job 38
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#3. PERSONAL INVITATION

How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heav’'n.

No ear may hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,

Philippians 2
7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him.
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its
leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” Jeremiah 17

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray,
cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. As we go into the season of Christmas, what might be causing you to be distracted from praising
God?

2. Have you grown distant from God? How will you reconnect with God this Christmas?

3. If you have trouble inviting God to be the centre of your life, talk about your struggles and discuss
how the cell group can help with this.
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