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1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his 

wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was 

Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they 

went to Moab and lived there. 
3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named 

Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was 

left without her two sons and her husband.  Ruth 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her 

daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had 

been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.  
8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the Lord show you 

kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the Lord grant that each of you will find 

rest in the home of another husband.’  Ruth 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16 But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go  I will go, and where you stay I will 

stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May 

the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.’  Ruth 1 
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3 Then he said to the guardian-redeemer, ‘Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged 

to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence 

of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, 

so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line.’ 

‘I will redeem it,’ he said. 
5 Then Boaz said, ‘On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the  dead man’s widow, in 

order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.’ 
6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, ‘Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it 

yourself. I cannot do it.’  Ruth 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   
 
1. Why does loving always require sacrifice? What do you find hard to sacrifice for your family members?  
 
 
 
 
2. How do you show love to your family? How much do you think they feel that you love them?  
 
 
 
 
3. What practical changes is God asking you to make in order to love your family members better?  


