
Sermon Notes October 22, 2023

Genesis 17:9-14 
9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my 
covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall 
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: 
Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall 
be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall 
be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who 
is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every 
male throughout your generations, whether born in your 
house or bought with your money from any foreigner who 
is not of your offspring, 13 both he who is born in your 
house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely 
be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an 
everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is 
not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off 
from his people; he has broken my covenant.” 

I. An Irreversible Covenant 
A. Understanding God's Timelessness and 
Humanity's Limitations 

o God exists beyond time; humans live linearly 
o God's infinite patience with human 

shortcomings 
B. The Abrahamic Covenant: God's Unwavering 
Commitment 

o Not just rules, but deep relational bonds 
o Circumcision: A mark of dedication and 

separation 
C. Evolution of the Covenant: From Physical to 
Spiritual 

o Circumcision as a physical demarcation of 
dedication to God 

o Transition to a spiritual commitment 
symbolized by baptism 

II. Bound By Baptism 
A. Circumcision in the New Testament: A Shift in 
Meaning 

o Paul's perspective: Moving from rule-
following to relationship-building 

B. The True Essence of Christianity: Beyond Rituals 
o Paul's teachings: Baptism as a 

transformative power 
o Death of the old self, birth of the new in 

Christ 
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C. The Dangers of Legalism: Emphasizing 
Relationship over Rules 

o Danger of turning faith into a checklist 
o The importance of a deeper relationship 

with Jesus 
III. Free from the Law, Fulfilled by Christ 

A. The Law's True Purpose: A Guide, Not the Final 
Verdict 

o The law as a reflection of human 
imperfections 

o Jesus, in his perfection, fulfilling the law 
B. Breaking Free from the Shackles of Perpetual 
Judgment 

o The law's role in highlighting our 
shortcomings 

o Jesus’s message: Freedom from rules and 
embracing unconditional love 

C. Embracing God’s Unconditional Love: The Heart 
of the Gospel 

o The call to love God and others 
o The covenant as a beacon of hope, 

signaling God's desire for relationship with 
humanity 

o Church's mission: Love unconditionally as 
God loves us, stepping beyond the confines 
of law into the embrace of love. 

 

In the unfolding narrative of God's relationship with 
humanity, covenants stand as a testament to His 
increasing grace. Central to this discussion is the concept 
of God existing beyond the confines of time, while 
humanity is limited by its linear progression. This 
understanding paints a vivid picture of a God who isn't 
surprised by human actions, but instead, is infinitely 
patient, knowing full well that humans may falter. 

Despite the failures of humanity, God's covenants, 
especially the Abrahamic covenant, reveal His unwavering 
commitment. These covenants are not mere rules but 
signify a deep relational bond. Within this framework, 
circumcision emerges as an irreversible sign of this bond. 
It's not about mutilation, but rather a distinct mark 
separating God's chosen people from the rest. This act, 
particularly on the eighth day, is imbued with symbolism, 
representing new beginnings and dedication to God. 

However, the topic of circumcision can be 
uncomfortable for many. In the times of Abraham, 
circumcision was a clear demarcation of one's 
commitment to God. It was more than just a physical act; 
it symbolized an entire community's dedication to the 
divine. This covenantal sign extends beyond Abraham to 
all his descendants and anyone associated with them. In 
today's context, the meaning of circumcision has evolved. 
Paul, in his letters, particularly to the Colossians, delves 
deep into its significance in the New Testament. He 
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argues that it's no longer a physical act that defines one's 
relationship with God but a spiritual commitment 
symbolized through baptism. The act itself might remain 
the same, but its underlying intention has shifted from 
rule-following to relationship-building. 

In essence, the journey from covenants to 
circumcision and its evolving interpretation underscores 
the age-old tension between rule-based obligations and 
relationship-driven commitments. It challenges us to 
examine our motivations, prompting a move from mere 
ritualistic practices to genuine relational connections with 
the divine. In the vast realm of human connections, we 
often seek structures and guidelines to follow, hoping that 
by abiding by them, we'll find clarity and purpose. This 
very human tendency extends to religion as well. Many 
Christian communities, for instance, might transform their 
faith into a checklist: do this, avoid that. But is that the 
true essence of Christianity? 

Paul, an apostle, sheds light on this dilemma. He 
emphasizes that Christianity is no longer merely about 
following rules. The focus shouldn't be on actions that 
please God but on the transformative power of baptism. 
Baptism, according to Paul, symbolizes the death of our 
old selves, bound by worldly laws, and the birth of our 
new selves in Christ. This new self isn't constrained by 
whether one is circumcised or not; it's about a deeper 
relationship with Jesus. 

Interestingly, the debate on circumcision serves as 
an example of our love for rules. While the Old Testament 

does prescribe circumcision, Paul argues that in Christ, 
such rules become inconsequential. The true essence lies 
in faith manifested through love. A significant point made 
by Paul is that the law was not meant to be an end in 
itself. The law was a means to reveal our imperfections, 
to show us that no one, except Christ, can attain 
perfection. Jesus, in his divine perfection, fulfilled the law. 
Hence, by following Jesus, we are free from the 
constraints of the law and can focus on faith and love. 

In essence, our relationship with God isn't about 
ticking boxes or following rituals. It's about embracing the 
love and grace offered by Jesus, recognizing his sacrifice, 
and letting faith guide our actions. It's not about the law 
we follow, but the love we radiate. In our spiritual journey, 
many of us find ourselves entangled in the web of rules 
and regulations, often losing sight of the core essence of 
faith. The scripture teaches us about the law, but it's 
crucial to understand its primary purpose. While the law 
serves as a reflection of our imperfections and 
shortcomings, it isn't meant to be the final verdict on our 
lives. 

The law is like a strict teacher, highlighting every 
mistake, reminding us constantly of our failures. However, 
is this what true spiritual growth looks like? Is our 
relationship with God based solely on how well we adhere 
to rules? The answer is a resounding 'no'. The law, in its 
essence, is there to guide us towards understanding the 
magnitude of Christ's sacrifice. Jesus didn't come to bind 
us further into rules, but to free us from them. Many of us 
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still feel trapped, constantly trying to improve our 'score' 
in the eyes of God, hoping that maybe, just maybe, we've 
done enough this time. But this is where the profound 
message of Christ and Paul rings true: it's time to step out 
of that classroom of perpetual judgment. It's time to 
embrace the true message of Christ – one of 
unconditional love and acceptance. 

Many might ask, "If not the law, then what?" 
Jesus's answer is simple yet profound: "Follow me." 
Instead of a life bound by rules, we're invited to a life 
anchored in love. This love isn't just a vague concept; it's a 
call to action. Love God with all your heart, mind, and 
strength. And as you immerse yourself in this love, you'll 
find it overflowing towards others. 

The gospel isn't about earning God's love through 
deeds or following a stringent set of rules. It's about 
embracing the love God has freely given us, even when 
we don't deserve it. This is the kind of love we're called to 
show others, not because they've earned it, but simply 
because they are God's creation, worthy of love and 
grace. The emphasis on relationship is paramount. God 
yearns for a deep, personal relationship with each one of 
us, not a contractual obligation based on rules. The 
covenant God made with Abraham wasn't about 
excluding others; it was a beacon of hope, signaling God's 
desire to establish a relationship with all of humanity. 

In closing, our focus shouldn't be on how many 
people fill the seats in a church or how well we've adhered 
to religious laws. Instead, our eyes should be fixed on the 

transformative power of love. One person finding their 
way to God is a cause for celebration. As a church and as 
individuals, our mission is clear: to love unconditionally, 
just as God loves us. It's time to step out of the confines 
of the law and into the embrace of love. 
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