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God’s Covenant
with David

Kicking It Off:

If you could build or dedicate something to honor someone you
love or admire, what would it be and why?

Read:

2 Samuel 7:1-17

Summary
This week’s sermon reviews the story of David's desire to build a temple for

God and the lessons we can learn from it about true worship and submission to
God's will. We begin by recapping David's undignified worship upon the return of the
Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, highlighting his heart of gratitude and his desire
to honor God. David, now living in a luxurious cedar house, recognizes the disparity
between his dwelling and the Ark residing in a simple tent. Out of a pure heart of
worship, David plans to build a magnificent temple for the Lord, and the prophet
Nathan initially approves of this idea.

However, God intervenes and asks David rhetorical questions, emphasizing
that building the temple was not part of His plan for David. This highlights the
importance of seeking God's will above our own good intentions and resources. The
sermon underscores God's sovereignty and power, reminding us that He does not
need a physical temple to dwell in and that true worship is not about impressing
God with our offerings. Instead of allowing David to build the temple, God reveals His
plan to establish David's kingdom, promising to raise up his offspring to construct
the temple and to secure his throne forever. This demonstrates the importance of
humility and submission in our worship and service to God. True worship involves
recognizing our own inability and God's all-sufficient power, laying down our pride
and ambition, and aligning ourselves with His purposes.
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The sermon concludes by emphasizing that God's plans are always higher and
better than our own. As we humble ourselves before Him and submit to His will, we
create space for Him to work through us in incredible ways. The story of David's
desire to build the temple serves as a powerful reminder that true joy and fulfillment
come from being in the center of God's will and that His plans are always for His glory
and our ultimate good.

Discussion Questions
1. David's heart was filled with gratitude and a desire to honor God, leading him

to plan the construction of a magnificent temple. However, God revealed that
this was not His plan for David. Have you ever felt a strong desire to do
something for God, only to realize that it was not part of His plan? How did
you respond, and what did you learn from that experience?

2. The sermon highlights the importance of seeking God's will above our own
good intentions and resources. Even when our motives are pure, we must
align our plans with God's purposes. In what areas of your life do you find it
most challenging to seek God's will above your own? How can you
cultivate a heart that is more attuned to His leading?

3. God's response to David emphasizes His sovereignty and power, reminding us
that He does not need physical structures or impressive offerings to be
present among His people. How does understanding God's sovereignty and
self-sufficiency impact your perspective on worship and service? In what
ways can we honor God beyond physical offerings and grand gestures?

4. David's story demonstrates the importance of humility and submission in our
worship and service to God. True worship involves recognizing our own
limitations and surrendering our ambitions to Him. Share an experience
where you had to lay down your own plans or desires in order to follow
God's will. What challenges did you face, and how did submitting to God's
plan ultimately impact your life?

5. The sermon concludes by emphasizing that true joy and fulfillment come
from being in the center of God's will, even when it differs from our own plans
and expectations. How has aligning yourself with God's purposes brought
you a sense of joy and fulfillment, even in the midst of difficult
circumstances? What encouragement would you offer to someone
struggling to trust God's plan for their life?
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Sermon Notes
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 4 But that same night the
word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the
Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving
about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the
people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus
says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that
you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever
you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own
place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them nomore, as
formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord
will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I
will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me
a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the
stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I
took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.’” 17 In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this
vision, Nathan spoke to David.

Outline
1. David's Plan to Build a Temple

a. David's good intentions
i. David living in a house of cedar while the Ark is in a tent
ii. Desire to build a temple for God out of a heart of worship
iii. Nathan initially approves of David's plan
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b. Lesson: Good desires and resources are not enough
i. We may have the right motives and the ability to do good

things
ii. However, we must seek God's will and calling above all else

2. God's Rhetorical Questions
a. God asks David if He ever commanded him to build a temple

i. Emphasizes that it was not God's plan for David to build the
temple

ii. Highlights David's presumption in his desire to build
b. God's sovereignty and power

i. God does not need a temple to dwell in
ii. Heaven and earth cannot contain God
iii. True worship is not about impressing God with our

offerings
3. God's Providence in David's Life

a. God's plan to establish David's kingdom
i. God will raise up David's offspring to build the temple
ii. God will establish David's throne forever

b. The importance of humility and submission in worship
i. David learns that his role is to submit to God's plan
ii. True worship is recognizing our inability and God's power
iii. As we humble ourselves before God, He will exalt us

Notes
When I think about the significance of the Ark of the Covenant being brought

to Jerusalem, it fills me with a sense of joy and reverence. This sacred object,
representing God's presence among His people, had been lost to the Philistines, but
now it was being restored to its rightful place. I can only imagine the overwhelming
emotions David must have felt—the sheer elation and the burning desire to honor
God. David's heart of worship is truly inspiring to me. Here was a man who had been
blessed immensely by God, rising from a humble shepherd to the king of Israel. Yet,
in this moment of triumph, his first instinct was to give back to the Lord. David
recognized that everything he had came from God's hand, and he wanted to express
his gratitude in the most extravagant way possible.

I believe that true worship stems from a deep understanding of who God is
and what He has done for us. It's not about going through the motions or fulfilling
religious obligations; it's about pouring out our hearts in adoration and thanksgiving.
David's undignified worship, dancing with all his might before the Ark, showcases
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the abandon and passion with which we should approach God. Moreover, worship
isn't just about singing songs or offering prayers; it's about a lifestyle of devotion and
service. David's desire to build a temple for the Lord demonstrates that worship
involves giving our best to God—our time, our resources, our talents. It's a recognition
that everything we have is a gift from Him, and we want to use it for His glory.

As I reflect on these truths, I'm challenged to examine my own heart. Do I have
the same fervor and gratitude that David exhibited? Am I holding back in my
worship, or am I ready to give my all to God? I want my life to be a living sacrifice, a
testament to the goodness and faithfulness of the Lord. Like David, I want to respond
to God's blessings with a heart fully devoted to Him. Here was a man who had
achieved great success and was living in a luxurious house of cedar. Yet, when he
looked at the Ark of the Covenant, the symbol of God's presence, residing in a simple
tent, it didn't sit right with him. David's heart was so filled with love and devotion for
the Lord that he couldn't bear the thought of God's dwelling place being less grand
than his own.

I can relate to David's desire to honor God and give Him the very best. When I
consider all that the Lord has done for me, how He has blessed me and shownme
favor, my natural response is to want to give back to Him. I want to use the resources
He has entrusted to me to further His kingdom and bring glory to His name. I'm
reminded of a crucial lesson: even the best of intentions and the most abundant
resources are not enough if they are not aligned with God's will. David's desire to
build a temple was noble, and even the prophet Nathan initially approved of the
plan. But ultimately, it was not what God had in mind.

This challenges me to examine my own life and the good things I want to do
for the Lord. Are they truly born out of a deep connection with Him and a sensitivity
to His leading, or are they merely the result of my own logic and reasoning? I'm
learning that I must continually seek God's will above all else, surrendering my plans
and dreams to Him. It's not always easy to discern God's path, especially when my
own desires seem so right and good. But I'm coming to understand that true
worship and service is not about what I want to do for God, but about what He wants
to do through me. It's about aligning my heart with His and being obedient to His
call, even when it means laying downmy own vision.

When I consider God's response to David's desire to build a temple, I'm struck
by the gentle yet firm way in which He redirects David's focus. Through a series of
rhetorical questions, God highlights an important truth: it was never His plan for
David to construct a house for Him. This realization challenges me to reflect on my
own life and the times when I've made assumptions about what God wants fromme.
Like David, I can sometimes get caught up in my own ideas of what it means to serve
and honor God. I might have grand plans and visions of how I can make a difference
for His kingdom. But God's questions to David remind me that my own
presumptions can sometimes get in the way of truly understanding God's will. I need
to be careful not to confuse my own desires, no matter how well-intentioned, with
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what God is actually calling me to do. God's response to David underscores His
sovereignty and power. The Creator of the universe, the One who spoke all things
into existence, does not need a physical temple to dwell in. He is not confined by
human constructs or limited by our offerings. This truth humbles me and puts my
own efforts into perspective. No matter howmuch I strive to impress God or earn His
favor, I cannot add anything to His greatness.

True worship, then, is not about the grandeur of the buildings we construct or
the magnitude of the sacrifices we make. It's about recognizing God's supremacy
and surrendering ourselves completely to Him. It's about acknowledging that He is
the source of all good things and that apart from Him, we can do nothing. As I seek
to honor God with my life, I'm learning to hold my plans loosely and to seek His
direction above all else. I want to be attuned to His voice and open to His leading,
even when it means letting go of my own ideas. I'm discovering that true service and
devotion is not about what I can do for God, but about aligning myself with what He
is already doing.

I find great comfort in knowing that God is not impressed by outward displays
or human achievements. He looks at the heart and desires our authentic love and
obedience. As I fix my gaze on Him and seek to worship Him in spirit and truth, I trust
that He will guide me in the path He has chosen for me. And I rest in the assurance
that His plans are always good, and His purposes will prevail.

Though David's desire to build a temple was not part of God's immediate plan,
the Lord had an even greater purpose in mind. He promised to establish David's
kingdom, to raise up his offspring to construct the temple, and to secure his throne
for all eternity. This revelation fills me with a sense of awe and wonder at the intricacy
of God's designs. I'm reminded that God's plans are always higher and better than
my own. Even when my intentions are pure and my efforts are sincere, I cannot
begin to fathom the depth of His wisdom. David's story teaches me the importance
of humility and submission in my worship and service to the Lord. It's not about my
grand visions or impressive accomplishments; it's about surrendering my will to His
and trusting in His perfect timing. True worship, I'm discovering, is rooted in
recognizing my own inability and God's all-sufficient power. It's about laying down
my pride and ambition at His feet, acknowledging that apart from Him, I can do
nothing. As I humble myself before the Lord, I create space for Him to work in and
through me in ways I never could have imagined.

David's response to God's message is a beautiful example of this posture of
humility. Rather than clinging to his own plans or resisting God's direction, he
submits himself fully to the Lord's will. He learns that his role is not to build a temple,
but to be a vessel for God's purposes. And as he aligns himself with God's plan, he
experiences the incredible blessing of being part of something far greater than
himself. I'm challenged to adopt this same heart of humility in my own life. It's not
always easy to let go of my own dreams and desires, but I'm learning that true joy
and fulfillment come from being in the center of God's will. As I surrender my plans
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to Him and seek His direction above all else, I trust that He will guide me into the
good works He has prepared for me. I find great comfort in the promise that as I
humble myself before God, He will lift me up. Not for my own glory or recognition,
but for the honor of His name. I'm learning to define success not by my own
achievements, but by my faithfulness to His call. And I'm discovering that when I
make myself small, He becomes greater in and through me.

David's story is a testament to the incredible things God can do when we
submit ourselves fully to Him. It's a reminder that His plans are always good, His
purposes are always sure, and His power is always sufficient. As I fix my eyes on Him
and seek to worship Him with my whole heart, I trust that He will establish His
kingdom in and through me, for His glory and for the good of His people.

Blog
In this passage, we see David during a time of peace, dwelling in his house of cedar.

It's a moment of respite for the king, a time to reflect on God's goodness and
faithfulness. David shares his thoughts with Nathan the prophet, expressing his
intention to build a house for the Ark of God. This desire stems from a place of deep
reverence and gratitude. David recognizes the significance of the Ark, which
represents God's presence among His people. He sees the discrepancy between his
own dwelling, a house of cedar, and the Ark residing in a tent. To fully appreciate
David's intention, it's important to understand the cultural significance of the Ark
dwelling in a tent. In those days, the Ark was a symbol of God's presence, housed in
the tabernacle, a portable tent structure. It was a reminder of God's faithfulness
during Israel's wilderness wanderings. However, David believed that the Ark
deserved a more permanent and grand dwelling place, befitting the glory and
majesty of God.

Nathan, the prophet, initially approves of David's plan (v. 3). As a man of God,
Nathan recognizes the pure intentions behind David's desire. He sees a king who
wants to honor God and give Him the very best. It's a beautiful moment of unity
between the king and the prophet, both seeking to glorify God. I'm struck by David's
heart for worship and his deep love for God. Despite his own comfortable dwelling,
he prioritizes the building of a house for the Ark. It's a reminder for us to consider our
own priorities. Do we seek to honor God above our own comfort? Do we have a heart
that longs to give God our very best?

David's plan to build a temple for God is a testament to his faith and devotion. It
showcases a king who, even in times of peace and prosperity, keeps God at the
center of his life. As we navigate our own lives, may we be inspired by David's
example, always seeking to honor God and give Him the highest place in our hearts.
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As the story unfolds, we see a surprising twist in God's response to David's plan. In
verses 4-7, God speaks to David through Nathan, asking rhetorical questions that
challenge David's intentions. These questions are not meant to reprimand David but
rather to provide a different perspective on the matter. In verse 5, God questions the
need for a house built by David. This question prompts us to consider the nature of
God's presence and whether a physical structure can truly contain Him. It's a
reminder that God is not limited by human constructs and that His presence goes
beyond any building we might create. God then reminds David of His presence with
Israel in the tabernacle (v. 6). The tabernacle, a portable tent, had been the dwelling
place of God's presence among His people for generations. It was a symbol of God's
faithfulness and His commitment to be with His people wherever they went. God's
reminder serves to highlight that His presence is not dependent on a permanent
structure.

God emphasizes that He never requested a house of cedar. This statement is
significant because it reveals that David's plan, while well-intentioned, was not a
direct command from God. It was David's own desire to honor God, but God wanted
to clarify that a grand temple was not necessary for His presence to dwell among His
people. I'm reminded of the importance of seeking God's will above our own plans
and desires. Even when our intentions are pure, like David's, we must be open to
God's perspective and guidance. We may have grand ideas of how to serve and
honor God, but ultimately, it is His will that matters most. God's rhetorical questions
to David also challenge us to reevaluate our understanding of God's presence. We
often associate God's presence with physical structures, such as churches or temples.
However, God's presence is not confined to any building. He dwells within the hearts
of His people and is with us wherever we go.

God shifts the focus from David's plan to a powerful reminder of His providence in
David's life. These verses highlight God's sovereign choice of David as king and the
abundant blessings that followed. God begins by reminding David of his humble
beginnings (v. 8). David was not born into royalty but was a simple shepherd boy
when God chose him to be king. This choice was not based on David's merits or
qualifications but solely on God's sovereign will. It's a beautiful reminder that God
often chooses the unlikely and the humble to accomplish His purposes. God
emphasizes His presence and blessing in David's life and reign (v. 9). He reminds
David that it was by His hand that David was elevated to the position of king. God's
presence has been with David every step of the way, guiding him, protecting him,
and granting him success in his endeavors.

In a world that often emphasizes self-reliance and personal achievement, these
verses challenge us to adopt a posture of humility and gratitude. We are reminded
that our lives are not our own but are part of a greater story that God is writing.
When we recognize God's providence in our lives, we can live with a sense of purpose
and trust, knowing that He is guiding our steps.
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In verse 10, God's message to David takes on a broader scope, addressing the
future of Israel as a nation. God makes two significant promises that hold great
importance for His people. First, God promises to establish a place for Israel to dwell
securely. This promise speaks to the longing of the Israelites for a permanent home, a
land where they can put down roots and live without fear. It's a promise of stability,
security, and belonging that every human heart yearns for. Second, God promises to
give Israel rest from their enemies. Throughout their history, the Israelites had faced
numerous threats and attacks from surrounding nations. God's promise of rest
indicates a future where Israel will no longer be harassed or oppressed by their foes.
It's a promise of peace, tranquility, and freedom from the constant stress of conflict.

In a spiritual sense, these promises point to the ultimate fulfillment that can only
be found in God. He alone is our true dwelling place, our source of security and rest.
In Him, we find the peace that surpasses all understanding, the assurance that we
are loved and protected. These promises to Israel remind us of God's faithfulness to
His people. Throughout history, God has been working to establish a place for His
children, a place where they can dwell securely in His presence. He has been fighting
their battles, giving them rest from their enemies.

In verses 11-16, God establishes a covenant with David, making promises that will
shape the future of Israel and ultimately point to the coming of the Messiah. This
covenant is a pivotal moment in salvation history, revealing God's plan to establish an
eternal kingdom through the line of David. God begins by promising to establish
David's house, or dynasty, forever (v. 11). This promise guarantees that David's lineage
will continue on the throne of Israel, a promise that finds its ultimate fulfillment in
Jesus Christ, the Son of David. God promises that David's offspring will build the
temple (v. 12). While David had desired to build a house for God, it would be his son
Solomon who would fulfill this task. This promise demonstrates God's sovereignty
over human plans and His ability to bring about His purposes through generations.
The promise to establish the throne of David's kingdom forever (v. 13) is a
breathtaking declaration of God's faithfulness. It speaks of an eternal reign, a
kingdom that will never end. This promise finds its ultimate realization in the reign of
Jesus Christ, whose kingdom is everlasting. In verse 14, God reveals the intimate
relationship He will have with David's descendant. He will be a Father to him, and he
will be His son. This Father-son relationship points forward to the unique relationship
between God the Father and Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

God's commitment to steadfast love and faithfulness to David's house (v. 15) is a
testament to His unwavering grace. Even when David's descendants falter and sin,
God will not withdraw His love from them. This promise of steadfast love finds its
ultimate expression in the love of God demonstrated through Jesus Christ. Finally,
verse 16 emphasizes the eternal nature of God's promises to David. These promises
are not temporary or fleeting but are established forever. They are anchored in the
character of God, who is faithful and true.
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As I reflect on this covenant, I'm in awe of God's incredible love and faithfulness.
The promises made to David are not just historical facts but are living truths that
continue to shape our lives today. In Jesus Christ, we see the fulfillment of these
promises, the establishment of an eternal kingdom ruled by the Son of David.

● In what ways can we, like David, prioritize honoring God above our own
comfort and desires? How can we cultivate a heart that longs to give God our
very best in our daily lives?

● The Davidic Covenant establishes God's promise of an eternal kingdom
through David's lineage, ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ. How does
understanding the significance of this covenant impact our faith and our view
of God's faithfulness throughout history?
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