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David Building the
Temple

Kicking It Off:

Think back to when you first became a Christian or had a
significant spiritual experience. What's one thing you were
initially grateful for that you might sometimes take for granted
now?

Read:

2 Samuel
7:18-29

Summary
The main theme of this week’s discussion is the concept of building a spiritual

temple, using David's desire to construct a physical temple for God as a starting
point. The core message revolves around three key aspects of our relationship with
God:

1. Humble Acceptance of God's Will: We're reminded that our plans, even
when well-intentioned, may not align with God's. True worship stems from
submitting to God's will rather than imposing our own. This humility is exemplified
by Christ and is essential for genuine spiritual growth.

2. Gratitude for God's Promise: Cultivating a deep sense of thankfulness for
God's promises and actions in our lives is of utmost importance. This gratitude
should be the foundation of our worship, flowing from a genuine appreciation of
God's grace rather than a sense of obligation.

3. Active Faith in God's Plan: Building on humility and gratitude, we're called to
live with dynamic faith that influences our actions and attitudes. This involves
trusting God's guidance even in challenging circumstances and allowing our faith to
shape our character and decisions.

The overarching theme is that we, as believers, are living temples of God. This
concept shifts our understanding of worship from a focus on physical structures or
rituals to a complete lifestyle of devotion. The sermon challenges us to move beyond
surface-level religiosity to a deeper, more transformative faith. It also addresses the
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tendency in modern churches to prioritize human leadership or metrics of success,
urging instead a return to God-centered, faith-driven ministry. The message
encourages believers to walk by faith rather than sight, trusting in God's plan even
when it doesn't align with worldly measures of success. Ultimately, the sermon calls
for a reevaluation of how we approach our relationship with God, emphasizing
humility, gratitude, and active faith as key components of authentic Christian living.

Discussion Questions
1. There are parallels between the physical temple David wanted to build and

our bodies as living temples of the Holy Spirit. This concept shifts our
understanding of worship from a place-centered to a life-encompassing
practice. How does understanding yourself as a "living temple" of God
change your perspective on daily activities and decisions? In what areas of
your life do you find it most challenging to live out this "temple" identity?

2. The concept of humility in worship was emphasized, highlighting that true
worship is about God's will, not our preferences. This challenges us to examine
our attitudes in church and personal devotion. In what ways might we
unknowingly make worship about ourselves rather than God? How can we
cultivate a more God-centered approach to worship in our personal lives
and church community?

3. Teaching and cultivating genuine gratitude can be challenging, especially in
relation to our salvation. This gratitude is meant to be the foundation of our
worship and daily life.What practices or reflections have you found helpful
in deepening your sense of gratitude towards God? How has this gratitude
(or lack thereof) affected your approach to worship and daily Christian
living?

4. It is important to have active faith in God's plan, especially when facing
challenges or persecution. This faith should impact our actions and attitudes
in everyday life. Describe a situation where you had to rely on faith rather
than sight. How did this experience shape your understanding of what it
means to have "active faith" in God's plan?

5. Modern churches sometimes have a tendency to focus on metrics of success
or charismatic leadership rather than God-centered, faith-driven ministry. How
can we, as individual believers and as a church community, ensure that
we're measuring our "success" by God's standards rather than worldly
metrics? What might this look like practically in our context?
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Sermon Notes
2 Samuel 7:18-29

18Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, “Who am I, O Lord GOD,
and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 19And yet this was a small
thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD. You have spoken also of your servant's house for a
great while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord GOD! 20And what
more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Lord GOD! 21Because of your
promise, and according to your own heart, you have brought about all this greatness,
to make your servant know it. 22Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For there is
none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard
with our ears. 23And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom
God went to redeem to be his people, making himself a name and doing for them
great and awesome things by driving out before your people, whom you redeemed
for yourself from Egypt, a nation and its gods? 24And you established for yourself your
people Israel to be your people forever. And you, O LORD, became their God. 25And
now, O LORD God, confirm forever the word that you have spoken concerning your
servant and concerning his house, and do as you have spoken. 26And your name will
be magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is God over Israel,’ and the house of
your servant David will be established before you. 27For you, O LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’
Therefore your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you. 28And now, O
Lord GOD, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good
thing to your servant. 29Now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your
servant, so that it may continue forever before you. For you, O Lord GOD, have spoken,
and with your blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.”

Outline
1. Humble Acceptance of God's Will

a. David's initial desire to build a temple for God
i. Living in a house of cedar while God's ark is in a tent
ii. David's good intentions

b. God's response through Nathan
i. Correction of David's plan
ii. God's promise to build David's house instead

c. The importance of humility in worship
i. Recognizing it's about God's will, not ours
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ii. The temple/church is not about human leadership or
preferences

d. Scriptural support
i. Philippians 2:5-8 - Christ's example of humility
ii. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - Our bodies as temples of the Holy

Spirit
2. Gratitude for God's Promise

a. David's response of thankfulness
i. Acknowledging God's greatness
ii. Recognizing the significance of God's promise

b. The challenge of teaching gratitude
i. Difficulty in instructing others to be thankful
ii. Importance of realizing the price paid for our salvation

c. Gratitude as the foundation of worship
i. Not worshipping out of obligation or with a sour attitude
ii. Worship flowing from a deep appreciation of God's grace

d. Scriptural support
i. Colossians 3:15-17 - Thankfulness in worship and daily life
ii. The importance of focusing on Christ rather than human

leaders
3. Active Faith in God's Plan

a. David's faith-filled response to God's promise
i. Courage to pray based on God's word
ii. Belief in God's faithfulness to fulfill His promise

b. Living with active faith in today's world
i. Facing challenges and persecution
ii. Trusting in God's protection and guidance

c. The impact of faith on our actions and attitudes
i. Moving with love, peace, gentleness, and self-control
ii. Walking by faith, not by sight

d. Scriptural support
i. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 - We are God's temple
ii. Hebrews 11:6 - Faith is necessary to please God
iii. 2 Corinthians 5:6-7 - Walking by faith, not by sight
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Notes
As I think about the concept of humble acceptance of God's will, I'm struck by

how often we, as humans, try to dictate the terms of our relationship with God. We
see this clearly in David's story. Here was a man after God's own heart, living in luxury
while the Ark of the Covenant resided in a tent. His desire to build a grand temple for
God seemed noble, even admirable. Yet God had other plans. This reminds me that
our good intentions don't always align with God's perfect will. It's a humbling
realization that God's thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and His ways higher
than our ways. When God corrected David's plan and instead promised to build
David's house, it demonstrated a fundamental truth: our role is not to tell God what
we will do for Him, but to humbly submit to what He wants to do through us.

This principle extends to how we approach worship and church. Too often, we
make it about our preferences, our comfort, or our ideas of what's best. We elevate
human leadership and forget that the church is God's, not ours. True worship stems
from a place of humility, recognizing that it's all about God's will, not our own.
Scripture reinforce this idea powerfully. Christ Himself, though equal with God,
humbled Himself to the point of death on a cross. This is our ultimate example of
submission to God's will. Moreover, we're reminded that our very bodies are temples
of the Holy Spirit. This means that every aspect of our lives should be yielded to God's
purpose. Humble acceptance of God's will is about relinquishing control. It's about
trusting that God's plans, even when they differ from our own, are ultimately for our
good and His glory. This kind of humility doesn't come naturally to us, but it's
essential for a genuine, transformative relationship with God. It requires a daily
decision to set aside our own agenda and earnestly seek God's direction in every area
of our lives.

I'm deeply moved by David's response to God's covenant. His immediate
reaction was one of profound thankfulness, acknowledging God's greatness and the
significance of the promise made to him. This serves as a powerful example for us all.
Gratitude, I've found, is not something that can be easily taught or imposed. It's a
heart attitude that stems from a deep understanding of what we've been given. In
the context of our faith, it comes from truly grasping the immense price paid for our
salvation. When we begin to comprehend the depth of God's love and sacrifice for us,
genuine thankfulness naturally follows. I've come to realize that gratitude should be
the bedrock of our worship. Too often, we approach worship as a duty or obligation,
sometimes even with a reluctant or sour attitude. But true worship flows from a
heart overflowing with appreciation for God's grace. It's not about going through the
motions, but about expressing genuine thankfulness for who God is and what He's
done for us. Colossians 3:15-17, emphasizes the importance of thankfulness in our
worship and daily lives. This passage reminds us that gratitude should permeate
every aspect of our existence - our thoughts, words, and actions. It's not just a
Sunday morning activity, but a lifestyle.
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I've noticed that when we cultivate genuine gratitude, our focus naturally
shifts from human leaders or our own desires to Christ Himself. We become less
concerned with personal preferences in worship styles or church leadership and
more focused on the One we're actually worshipping. Gratitude for God's promises
transforms our entire approach to faith and life. It moves us from a place of
entitlement or duty to one of joyful response to God's goodness. This thankful heart, I
believe, is key to experiencing the fullness of our relationship with God and living out
our faith in a way that truly honors Him.

With the concept of active faith in God's plan, I'm struck by the profound
example set by David. His response to God's promise wasn't passive acceptance, but
a dynamic engagement with the divine will. David demonstrated courage in praying
based on God's word, showing us that true faith isn't just believing, but acting on
that belief.

This kind of active faith is just as crucial in our modern world. We face
challenges and, in some parts of the world, even persecution for our beliefs. Yet, like
David, we're called to trust in God's protection and guidance, even when
circumstances seem dire. This isn't blind optimism, but a deep-rooted confidence in
God's faithfulness to fulfill His promises. I've come to understand that genuine faith
profoundly impacts our actions and attitudes. When we truly believe in God's plan, it
changes how wemove through the world. We begin to embody love, peace,
gentleness, and self-control - not because we're trying to earn God's favor, but
because these qualities naturally flow from a heart aligned with God's will. The
concept of "walking by faith, not by sight" has become increasingly meaningful to
me. It's easy to base our decisions and attitudes on what we can see and understand.
But true faith calls us to look beyond the visible, to trust in God's unseen workings.
This doesn't mean we ignore reality, but rather that we interpret and respond to our
circumstances through the lens of God's promises and character. Scripture reinforces
these ideas powerfully. The reminder in 1 Corinthians that we are God's temple
emphasizes the intimate connection between our faith and our daily lives. It's not
just about believing the right things, but about living as though God's Spirit truly
dwells within us.

Hebrews 11:6 drives home the point that faith is essential to pleasing God. This
isn't about performing for God's approval, but about cultivating a relationship built
on trust and active engagement with His will.

Finally, 2 Corinthians 5:6-7 encapsulates the essence of active faith - living with
confidence in God's promises even when we can't see their fulfillment yet. This kind
of faith doesn't eliminate uncertainty or challenges, but it provides a framework for
facing them with courage and hope. Active faith in God's plan is about aligning our
entire lives - our thoughts, actions, and attitudes - with the belief that God is who He
says He is and will do what He has promised. It's a dynamic, transformative force that
shapes not just our spiritual lives, but every aspect of our existence.
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Blog
Have you ever had a dream, a vision for your life that you were certain was God's
plan? I know I have. But what happens when God says no? Recently, I've been diving
deep into the story of King David in 2 Samuel 7, and it's challenged me to rethink
how I respond when my plans don't align with God's. David had it all figured out. He
was going to build a magnificent temple for God. It seemed like the perfect plan -
honoring God, leaving a legacy. But God had other ideas. As I reflected on David's
response to this divine "no," I realized there's so much we can learn from his example.

First and foremost, David's humility struck me. His words, "Who am I, Sovereign
Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?" (2 Samuel 7:18) echo
in my mind. How often do I approach God with that level of humility? It's easy to get
caught up in our own importance, isn't it? But David's posture reminds me that true
strength comes from recognizing our place before an almighty God. I've been trying
to put this into practice in my own life. It's not easy! Checking my ego means
constantly reminding myself that my worth comes from being God's child, not from
my accomplishments. But there's an incredible freedom in surrendering to God's
will. When I let go of my need to control everything, I find peace.

What amazes me about David is that he doesn't just accept God's will - he's
genuinely grateful for it. He praises God's character and recounts His faithfulness to
Israel. It's a powerful reminder that gratitude isn't just for when things go our way.
Can we, like David, find reasons to be thankful even when our plans are derailed?

I've been working on cultivating this attitude of gratitude, and it's slowly changing
my perspective. Instead of focusing on what I've lost when things don't go as
planned, I'm learning to look for the blessings in the new direction God is taking me.
But here's where it gets really challenging: David doesn't just accept and give thanks
- he fully embraces God's plan with unwavering faith. He boldly asks God to fulfill His
promises, showing complete trust in God's long-term vision. This level of faith is
aspirational for me. When my plans fall through, my first reaction is often
disappointment or doubt. David's example challenges me to trust that God's wisdom
far exceeds my own understanding.

I'm learning to look for God's hand in the unexpected turns of my life. It's not
always easy, but I'm finding that when I step back, I can often see how God is
working in ways I couldn't have imagined. What's truly mind-blowing is how David's
acceptance of God's plan shaped not just his legacy, but the course of history. The
temple was eventually built by his son Solomon, and more importantly, it
foreshadowed Jesus Christ, the true meeting place between God and humanity.
God's plan was far greater than anything David could have envisioned. This
realization has me thinking: what might God be doing in my life that's beyond my
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current understanding? How can I align my vision more closely with His? I'm
learning to seek God's will more earnestly through prayer and Scripture, and to be
open to His redirection in my life.

In the end, I'm discovering that there's profound joy in participating in God's larger
story, even when it doesn't match the story I would write for myself. When God says
no to our plans, it's not the end of the story - it's often just the beginning of
something far more beautiful than we could have imagined.

● How does our response to God's "no" reveal the true nature of our faith and
character? Consider David's example of humility, gratitude, and trust in the
face of disappointment.

● In what ways might God's redirection of our plans lead to outcomes that have
a greater impact than we initially envisioned? (Reflect on how David's
acceptance of God's will ultimately shaped history and foreshadowed Christ.)

East Renton Community Church eastrentonchurch.org/sermons


