
Sermon Notes November 5, 2023

Exodus 20:1-17

And God spoke all these words, saying,

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord 
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do 
all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it 
you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you.

13 “You shall not murder.

14 “You shall not commit adultery.

15 “You shall not steal.

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”


1. How to Create a Perfect World (Understanding and Applying the Ten 
Commandments)


a. The Ten Commandments as Divine Guidance

i. Not just rules, but a blueprint for a perfect society.

ii. Reflecting God’s character and intention for human 

living.

b. The Personal and Societal Implications of the Commandments


i. How each commandment shapes personal 
relationships and societal ethics.


ii. The interplay between love for God and love for 
neighbor as the foundation of these laws.


c. The Commandments in Contemporary Society

i. Challenges in a world where spiritual adherence is 

often replaced with rationality.

ii. Reaffirming the sanctity of divine purpose against the 

backdrop of secular ideologies.

d. The Ten Commandments as the Pathway to Utopia


i. Achieving a perfect world through understanding, 
commitment, and the pursuit of a life in harmony 
with divine will.


ii. The practical steps to implementing these principles 
in daily life for personal and societal transformation.


2. How to Develop a Relationship with God (Covenant Relationship 
Through the Scriptures)


a. The Nature of Divine Covenants

i. From the covenant with Abraham to the present day 

– a narrative of divine love.

ii. The relational aspect of God’s covenants with 

humanity.

b. The Covenant Relationship Exemplified


i. Israelites’ journey from Egypt and the relationship 
affirmed through deliverance.
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ii. The Ten Commandments as the moral compass and 
foundation for a relationship with God.


c. Personalizing the Covenant

i. Understanding the nature of a personal God through 

Scripture.

ii. Embracing the identity of being God’s people in a 

modern context.

d. Cultivating Our Covenant Relationship with God


i. Practical ways to deepen our understanding of God’s 
nature and His covenant with us.


ii. How to live out the covenant in a way that fosters a 
personal, growing relationship with God.


3. How to Develop Desire for the Lord (Embracing Grace and the Need for 
God)


a. The Law as a Reflection of Our Imperfection

i. Misunderstandings about the purpose of the law – 

not a ladder to righteousness but a mirror.

ii. The Israelites’ struggles with the law and the true 

meaning of divine standards.

b. The Law’s Role in Deepening Our Desire for God


i. The law brings us to humility and an 
acknowledgment of our need for grace.


ii. Jesus’ teachings on the law emphasizing the heart 
over legalistic adherence.


c. Confession and Community: Pathways to Desire for the Lord

i. The power of confession in the community and 

individual spirituality.

ii. The call to authenticity and vulnerability in our walk 

with God.

d. Embracing Our Need for God as the Foundation for Desire


i. Moving beyond the observance of commandments 
to a heartfelt pursuit of God.


ii. Cultivating a lifestyle of repentance, grace, and 
relentless pursuit of a relationship with the Lord.


In the tapestry of faith, the covenants between God 
and His people stand out as vibrant threads, weaving a 
narrative of divine commitment and deep care. These sacred 
agreements extend beyond mere contracts; they embody 
God's grace, mercy, love, and the profound relationship He 
seeks with us. It's a journey that begins with words spoken to 
humanity en masse and evolves into personal dialogues with 
figures like Abraham, marking milestones of faith and 
freedom.


The covenant with Abraham introduces a personal 
God, declaring, "You are mine, I am your God, you are my 
people." It's a declaration that goes beyond ownership; it's an 
invitation into a relationship. The trials of the Israelites in 
Egypt tested the strength of this bond. They were oppressed, 
ridiculed by their captors, and their faith was questioned. Yet, 
they held on to the promise of deliverance to the Promised 
Land, a hope that their God would not abandon them.


The validation of their faith was as dramatic as the 
narrative itself, with Moses at the helm. The plagues on 
Egypt and the Israelites' exodus weren't just mere spectacles; 
they were a testament to Yahweh's supremacy. The Red Sea's 
parting was a tangible assurance of God's might and fidelity. 
It was a vivid demonstration that the God of Israel was unlike 
any other.


Upon their escape, the Israelites faced the challenge 
of redefining themselves. Here, the Ten Commandments 
were provided, not as arbitrary mandates but as a moral 
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compass for a newly freed people. They were to live a life 
dedicated to God and to one another, in the spirit of these 
divine directives. The commandments reflected the nature of 
God and were given to a community formerly immersed in 
polytheism. They served as a contrast, emphasizing the 
worship of one true God.


The societal ethics embodied in the commandments 
went beyond religious observance; they were the foundation 
for living in harmony. Love for God and neighbor was the 
core of these laws, a sentiment echoed by Jesus. These 
ancient texts call us to a higher standard, advocating a life 
steeped in divine love and human compassion.


As we unpack the essence of these commandments, 
we realize they are not just prohibitions; they guide us 
towards a utopian society aligned with divine will. They're not 
just about how we act but about how we relate—to each 
other and to God. They affirm the family, the sanctity of 
marriage, and our purpose rooted in the divine.


In an age where rationality often eclipses spirituality, 
the commandments stand as a reminder of a world with 
divine purpose. They call for loyalty to one God, illustrating 
that adherence is about understanding and commitment. 
The commandments are achievable; their real challenge lies 
in the complexities of life that often make it difficult to live by 
them consistently.


The New Testament further sheds light, suggesting 
the law's intent was not righteousness but to understand our 
need for grace. The law acts as a mirror, revealing our flaws 

and humbling us. It’s a call for humility and an 
acknowledgment of our need for God’s grace.


This approach to the law is transformative. It’s a 
journey from understanding our imperfections to embracing 
a relationship with God where our strength is found in divine 
grace. The gospel, in its call for confession, stands out in a 
world that lauds self-reliance. Admitting our weaknesses 
becomes the cornerstone of community and the pathway to 
a deeper communion with God.


Our ultimate calling is to emulate Christ, a challenge 
that goes beyond the Ten Commandments. It's a call to 
honesty, repentance, and a fervent pursuit of a closer 
relationship with God. We are called to approach the Word 
with humility, eager to grow in the likeness of Christ.


The divine covenants, from ancient times to today, are 
more than historical footnotes; they are living, breathing 
invitations to a relationship with the Lord. They guide us 
towards a perfect society, not through legalistic perfection 
but through the heart of compassion and the strength that 
comes from a repentant relationship with a holy God. Let's 
remember, as we reflect on these covenants, that they aren't 
just a roadmap for a chosen few but a universal call to love, 
humility, and grace that continues to resonate through the 
ages.
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