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David's Exile and
Return

Kicking It Off:

On a scale of 1-10, how comfortable are you generally with
addressing conflicts directly? Has there been a time when
you surprised yourself by handling a conflict better than
you expected?

Read:

2 Samuel
19:9-15

Summary
The core message for this week centers on the importance of

reconciliation in both our spiritual lives and our relationships with others. At
its heart, reconciliation is about bridging divides and restoring broken
relationships, mirroring God's own desire to reconcile with humanity despite
our failings. The need for reconciliation often stems from conflicts rooted in a
"I'm right, you're wrong" mentality. However, true reconciliation requires
moving beyond this mindset to embrace love, humility, and grace. This
process isn't about tolerating differences from afar, but actively engaging
with others to seek understanding and unity.

The path to reconciliation is challenging, often requiring personal
sacrifice and a willingness to extend forgiveness even when it feels
undeserved. It involves seeing others through God's eyes - as beloved
individuals He longs to reconcile with - rather than as adversaries to be
defeated.

Practically, reconciliation may involve one-on-one conversations,
involving mediators, or even bringing matters before a larger community.
Throughout this process, grace plays a crucial role, allowing for forgiveness
and restoration beyond what seems naturally possible.
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The fruits of reconciliation are transformative. They include personal growth,
restored relationships, and a deeper understanding of God's love. Moreover, as
we engage in reconciliation, we become living testimonies to the power of
the gospel, contributing to the building of God's kingdom on earth.

Ultimately, embracing the ministry of reconciliation aligns our hearts
with God's and allows us to participate in His work of restoring all things.
While challenging, this path leads to a profound sense of purpose, joy, and a
experience of the new life Christ offers - one characterized by love, grace, and
unity with God and others.

Discussion Questions
1. In our daily lives, we often encounter conflicts where we feel strongly

that we're in the right. This can lead to a "me vs. them" mentality that
hinders reconciliation. Can you share a recent conflict where you felt
you were completely right? How might viewing that situation
through the lens of reconciliation change your approach?

2. The sermon emphasized the importance of seeing others as God sees
them, even in the midst of conflict. This can be particularly challenging
when we feel hurt or wronged. How can we practically cultivate a
perspective that sees the inherent worth and dignity of those we're
in conflict with, even when it's difficult?

3. The concept of the "grace loophole" suggests extending forgiveness
and seeking reconciliation even when it's not deserved. This reflects
God's approach to us through Christ. Describe a time when someone
extended undeserved grace to you. How did this impact you, and
how might it inspire you to extend similar grace to others?

4. Jesus provides a step-by-step approach to conflict resolution in
Matthew 18:15-17, starting with one-on-one conversations and
potentially involving the wider community. Have you ever applied
these steps in a real-life conflict? What was challenging about the
process, and what were the outcomes?

5. The sermon suggests that pursuing reconciliation often requires
personal sacrifice and can be uncomfortable. However, it also leads to
deeper relationships and personal growth.What are some specific
sacrifices or discomforts we might need to embrace to be effective
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"ambassadors of reconciliation" in our families, workplaces, or
communities? How can we support each other in making these
sacrifices?

Sermon Notes
2 Samuel 19:9-15
9And all the people were arguing throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying,
“The king delivered us from the hand of our enemies and saved us from the
hand of the Philistines, and now he has fled out of the land from Absalom. 10

But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore
why do you say nothing about bringing the king back?”

11And King David sent this message to Zadok and Abiathar the priests: “Say to
the elders of Judah, ‘Why should you be the last to bring the king back to his
house, when the word of all Israel has come to the king? 12You are my
brothers; you are my bone and my flesh. Why then should you be the last to
bring back the king?’ 13And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh?
God do so to me and more also, if you are not commander of my army from
now on in place of Joab.’” 14And he swayed the heart of all the men of Judah
as one man, so that they sent word to the king, “Return, both you and all your
servants.” 15So the king came back to the Jordan, and Judah came to Gilgal to
meet the king and to bring the king over the Jordan.

Outline
1. Introduction

a. Context: David's return to the throne after Absalom's rebellion
b. Theme: Reconciliation in the Kingdom of God

2. The Need for Reconciliation
a. The root of conflict

i. "I'm right, you're wrong" mentality
ii. Comparison to children squabbling
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b. The divide in David's kingdom
i. Absalom's rebellion and its aftermath
ii. The need to unify the divided kingdom

c. The Gospel as a ministry of reconciliation
i. Jesus' sacrifice for sinners
ii. God's desire to reconcile with His enemies

3. The Process of Reconciliation
a. David's approach to reconciliation

i. Forgiving Absalom's supporters
ii. Unifying the kingdom under his rule

b. The foundation of reconciliation: Love
i. David's love for Absalom despite conflict
ii. God's love for sinners as the basis for our reconciliation

c. Practical steps for reconciliation (Matthew 18:15-17)
i. One-on-one confrontation
ii. Involving witnesses
iii. Bringing the matter to the church
iv. The importance of repentance and forgiveness

d. The role of grace in reconciliation
i. The "loophole of grace"
ii. Distinguishing between tolerance and true reconciliation

e. The challenge of reconciliation
i. Overcoming personal dislike
ii. Learning to see others through God's eyes

4. The Fruits of Reconciliation
a. New creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17-20)

i. The old has gone, the new has come
ii. Believers as ambassadors of Christ

b. Unity in the Kingdom of God
i. Building the temple of God (Ephesians 2:19-22)
ii. Being part of God's plan for His kingdom

c. Personal transformation
i. Moving from self-righteousness to grace
ii. Experiencing the power of sacrificial love

d. Restored relationships and peace

Notes
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Reconciliation is a profound and challenging concept that lies at the
heart of our faith and our relationships with others. As I reflect on this topic,
I'm struck by how often we find ourselves in conflict, both in our personal lives
and in broader societal contexts. The root of these conflicts often stems from
a simple yet pervasive mindset: "I'm right, and you're wrong." This mentality
creates divisions, fosters resentment, and ultimately prevents us from
experiencing the unity and peace that God desires for us.

When I consider the need for reconciliation, I'm reminded of how even
in adulthood, our conflicts can resemble children's squabbles. We become
entrenched in our positions, unwilling to consider other perspectives or to
extend grace to those who have wronged us. This behavior isn't just harmful
to our relationships; it's antithetical to the gospel message itself.

The story of David's return to the throne after Absalom's rebellion
provides a powerful illustration of the need for reconciliation. Here was a
kingdom divided, torn apart by rebellion and strife. David, as the rightful king,
had every reason to seek vengeance against those who had supported
Absalom. Yet he chose a different path - one of forgiveness and unity. This
approach mirrors God's own desire to reconcile with humanity, despite our
rebellion against Him.

At its core, the gospel is a ministry of reconciliation. It tells the story of a
God who loved His enemies so much that He was willing to sacrifice His own
Son to bridge the divide between us. This act of supreme love and grace
should serve as the model for our own approach to reconciliation.

As I think about the process of reconciliation, I'm struck by how
counterintuitive it can be to our natural inclinations. Our instinct when
wronged is often to seek justice or retribution. We want to prove that we're
right and the other person is wrong. But true reconciliation requires us to set
aside this desire for vindication and instead approach the situation with love,
humility, and grace.

The foundation of reconciliation must be love. Just as David mourned
for Absalom despite their conflict, we must cultivate a genuine love for those
with whom we're in discord. This doesn't mean we ignore wrongdoing or
pretend that conflicts don't exist. Rather, it means we approach these
situations from a place of compassion and a desire for restoration rather than
retribution.

Of course, loving those who have hurt us or with whom we disagree can
be incredibly challenging. There are times when I simply don't want to love
certain individuals. In these moments, I find it helpful to remember that God's
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love for that person is not contingent on my feelings. He loves them just as He
loves me, despite our faults and failures. When I struggle to love, I can lean on
God's love and ask Him to help me see the other person through His eyes.

The practical steps for reconciliation outlined in Matthew 18:15-17
provide a helpful framework for addressing conflicts. It starts with one-on-one
confrontation, not to prove we're right, but to seek understanding and
restoration. If that doesn't work, we involve others who can provide wisdom
and perspective. Only as a last resort do we bring the matter before the larger
community.

Throughout this process, the role of grace cannot be overstated. I like to
think of grace as a kind of "loophole" in our natural system of justice. It allows
us to extend forgiveness and seek restoration even when it's not deserved.
This is precisely what God did for us through Christ, and it's what He calls us
to do for others.

It's important to distinguish between true reconciliation and mere
tolerance. Tolerance might allow us to coexist peacefully at a distance, but it
doesn't foster the kind of deep, loving relationships that God desires for us.
Reconciliation requires us to engage with one another, to work through our
differences, and to seek genuine understanding and unity.

The fruits of reconciliation are truly transformative. When we embrace
God's ministry of reconciliation, we become new creations in Christ. The old
ways of relating to others - the defensiveness, the need to be right, the desire
for retribution - pass away. In their place, we find a new way of living
characterized by grace, forgiveness, and sacrificial love.

As we engage in this ministry of reconciliation, we become
ambassadors for Christ. Our relationships with others become a living
testimony to the transformative power of the gospel. We demonstrate to the
world what it looks like to love our enemies, to forgive those who have
wronged us, and to seek peace even in the face of conflict.

This new way of living contributes to building God's kingdom. Just as
each stone in a temple is crucial to the overall structure, each act of
reconciliation helps to build up the body of Christ. We become part of
something much larger than ourselves - a community of believers united in
love and grace.

The personal transformation that comes through practicing
reconciliation is profound. Wemove from a place of self-righteousness to one
of humility and grace. We learn to see others as God sees them - not as
enemies to be defeated, but as beloved children He longs to reconcile to
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Himself. This shift in perspective can radically change how we approach
conflicts and relationships.

Of course, this path of reconciliation is not easy. It often requires great
sacrifice on our part. We may need to set aside our pride, our desire for justice,
or our need to be right. We might have to extend forgiveness to those who
haven't asked for it or don't deserve it. This can be painful and challenging.

But the rewards of this sacrificial approach to relationships are
immense. We experience a depth of peace and joy that can't be found in
winning arguments or proving our righteousness. We see relationships
restored that we thought were beyond repair. We witness the power of God's
love to transform even the most entrenched conflicts.

As I reflect on all of this, I'm struck by how countercultural this approach
to reconciliation truly is. In a world that often encourages us to stand our
ground, to fight for our rights, and to cut off those who wrong us, the call to
reconciliation can seem foolish or weak. But I believe it's actually the most
powerful and transformative way to live.

This approach to reconciliation challenges me to examine my own
heart and relationships. Are there people in my life with whom I need to seek
reconciliation? Am I holding onto resentments or grievances that are
preventing me from fully experiencing and extending God's love? Am I willing
to make the sacrifices necessary to pursue peace and unity?

I'm also challenged to consider how this ministry of reconciliation
might extend beyond my personal relationships to broader societal issues. In
a world often divided by political, racial, and ideological differences, what
would it look like to approach these conflicts with the same spirit of grace and
reconciliation? Howmight our communities and our world be transformed if
we truly embraced this ministry of reconciliation?

The path of reconciliation is not an easy one. It requires humility,
courage, and a willingness to be vulnerable. It asks us to love even when it's
difficult, to forgive even when it's painful, and to seek unity even when it
seems impossible. But I believe it's the path that leads to true peace, joy, and
fulfillment.

As we pursue this ministry of reconciliation, we're not left to our own
devices. We have the example of Christ, who reconciled us to God through His
sacrifice on the cross. We have the power of the Holy Spirit, who can enable us
to love and forgive in ways that are beyond our natural capabilities. And we
have the promise that as we engage in this work of reconciliation, we're
participating in God's grand plan to reconcile all things to Himself.
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In practical terms, pursuing reconciliation might mean reaching out to
that family member we've been avoiding. It might mean having a difficult
conversation with a friend who has hurt us. It could involve seeking to
understand perspectives that are different from our own, even when it's
uncomfortable. On a larger scale, it might mean working for justice and unity
in our communities, always with an attitude of love and a desire for
restoration rather than retribution.

As we do this, we'll undoubtedly face challenges and setbacks. There
will be times when our efforts at reconciliation are rejected. There will be
situations where full reconciliation doesn't seem possible, at least in the short
term. In these moments, we need to remember that our call is to be faithful in
pursuing reconciliation, even when we can't control the outcome.

Ultimately, the ministry of reconciliation is about aligning our hearts
with God's heart. It's about seeing others the way He sees them and loving
them the way He loves them. It's about participating in His work of restoring
and redeeming all things.

As I embrace this calling to be a minister of reconciliation, I find that it
changes me from the inside out. It challenges my natural inclinations, pushes
me out of my comfort zone, and requires me to depend more fully on God's
grace. But it also fills me with a deep sense of purpose and joy. There's
something profoundly satisfying about being an instrument of peace, about
seeing relationships restored and communities united.

In conclusion, the ministry of reconciliation is at the heart of the gospel
and at the heart of what it means to follow Christ. It's a high calling, a
challenging path, but also an incredible privilege. As we pursue reconciliation
in our lives and in our world, we become living testimonies to the
transformative power of God's love. We participate in building His kingdom,
one restored relationship at a time. And we experience for ourselves the new,
exciting life that Christ offers - a life characterized by love, grace, and the joy of
being reconciled to God and to one another.

Blog

Have you ever been in a situation where a relationship seemed beyond
repair? Maybe it was a falling out with a family member, a rift in your church
community, or even a divide in our nation. In times like these, the path to
healing can seem impossible to find. But God's Word offers us hope and
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guidance, even in the most challenging circumstances. We're going to look at
a powerful story of reconciliation from the life of King David. It's a story that
shows us how God can work to heal even the deepest divisions. We'll explore
in 2 Samuel how David navigated the tricky waters of reconciliation after a
devastating civil war, and what we can learn from his example.

Before we dive into our passage, let's set the scene. David, the great king of
Israel, has just been through one of the toughest times of his life. His own son,
Absalom, led a rebellion against him. Can you imagine the heartbreak? David
had to flee his own city, and the nation was torn apart by civil war. Now,
Absalom is dead, and the rebellion is over. But the story doesn't end there.
David faces a new challenge: how to bring healing to a deeply divided nation.
It's in this context that we find our passage for today.

As we start reading in verse 9, we find the people of Israel in a heated debate.
Some are saying, "Hey, remember how David saved us from our enemies? We
should bring him back as king!" Others are hesitant, probably still hurt and
confused by recent events. This situation might remind us of discussions we
have in our own families or communities after a conflict. There's often a mix of
emotions – gratitude for past good deeds, hurt from recent pain, and
uncertainty about the future.

Now, here's where things get interesting. David doesn't just sit back and wait
for people to make up their minds. In verse 11, we see him take action. He
sends a message to the elders of Judah, his own tribe, asking, "Why should
you be the last to bring the king back to his house?" Think about that for a
moment. David is making the first move toward reconciliation. He's not
letting pride or hurt feelings get in the way. Instead, he's reaching out, taking
initiative to heal the broken relationships.

Notice how David approaches the elders in verse 12. He reminds them, "You
are my brothers, my bone and my flesh." He's appealing to their shared
identity, their family connection. In our world today, we're often quick to focus
on what divides us. But David shows us a different way. He emphasizes what
unites them – their shared heritage, their common bond. Howmight our
relationships change if we focused more on what unites us than what divides
us?

Perhaps the most shocking part of this story comes in verse 13. David extends
an olive branch to Amasa, who had been the commander of Absalom's rebel
army. Not only does David forgive him, but he offers him a position of
leadership! This is radical forgiveness in action. David is showing that
reconciliation isn't just about saying sorry – it's about creating a new future
together.
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The impact of David's actions is immediate and powerful. Verse 14 tells us,
"And he swayed the heart of all the men of Judah as one man." David's
approach to reconciliation brought unity to a divided people.

So what can we learn from David's example? How does this ancient story
speak to our lives today?

1. Take the initiative: Don't wait for others to make the first move. Be like
David and reach out, even when it's hard.

2. Remember what unites us: In a world that often focuses on
differences, we can choose to emphasize our shared identity in Christ.

3. Offer radical forgiveness: Is there someone in your life who needs
forgiveness? Howmight extending grace change the situation?

4. Look to the future: Reconciliation isn't just about addressing past
hurts; it's about building a new future together.

5. Trust in God's power to heal: Remember, true reconciliation is
ultimately God's work. We're just called to be faithful and obedient.

As we reflect on this story, we can't help but see echoes of an even greater
reconciliation story. Just as David took the initiative to reconcile with his
people, God took the initiative to reconcile with us through Jesus Christ. Paul
reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, "All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins
against them." Like David, God didn't wait for us to get our act together. He
made the first move, offering forgiveness and a new future to those who were
once His enemies.

I want to challenge each of us to consider: Where is God calling you to be an
agent of reconciliation? Is there a relationship in your life that needs healing?
A divide in your community that needs bridging? Remember, reconciliation
isn't always easy. It might require humility, vulnerability, and a willingness to
take risks. But as we've seen from David's story – and more importantly, from
God's story – the fruits of reconciliation are worth it.

Consider the divisions we see in our society today - political disagreements,
racial tensions, or conflicts within the church.

● Howmight David's emphasis on shared identity (verse 12: "You are my
brothers, my bone and my flesh") apply to these situations?

● What risks or challenges might we face if we were to offer "radical
forgiveness" like David did with Amasa?
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● As Christians, how can we balance the call to be peacemakers with the
need to stand for truth and justice?

East Renton Community Church eastrentonchurch.org/sermons


