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Living in Community

Kicking It Off Read

What's one friendship from your past that you wish you'd James 5:12-20
invested more time in, and what kept you from doing so?

Summary

We're all connected online but somehow more alone than ever. Our phones show
us exactly what we want to see, nothing like what anyone else is seeing. And the stats
back it up, people have way fewer close friends now than they did thirty years ago. It's
kind of ironic.

Real community starts with being honest. Not just keeping your promises, though
that matters, but actually letting people see what's going on inside. Confessing when
you've messed up. Sharing the hard stuff. And yeah, that's scary because let's be real,
people will reject you sometimes. Even in church. Maybe especially in church.

Jesus won't reject you. He experienced rejection himself constantly, so he gets it.
When you mess up and bring it to him, he doesn't turn you away. That's what makes it
safe to be real with each other, because our acceptance isn't based on being perfect, it's
based on being his.

Then there's prayer, which honestly most of us don't do nearly enough of. We've
got three big blockers. First, we don't really believe God's plan is better than ours.
Second, we think we can handle things ourselves, we've got money, we've got solutions,
we've got this. And third, we're just too busy. But prayer isn't about twisting God's arm to
do what we want. It's more like going to him and saying, "I'm scared, I need you,
whatever you think is best.” Like the disciples in the storm, they didn't tell Jesus how to
fix it, they just woke him up and said they were freaking out.

And finally, we can't just huddle up with people who already get it. We've got to
reach out to people who've walked away, who've given up on church, who think they
don't belong. Most of us are just scared of an awkward conversation that might not even
happen.
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Be honest even when it's risky, pray like you actually need God, and don't give up
on people who've walked away.

Discussion Questions

1. Was there anything from the sermon or the passage that stuck out to you?

2. Transparent community requires us to be honest about our struggles and confess
our sins o one another, even though this opens us up to the possibility of rejection.
What specific fears keep you from being more transparent with others in your life,
and how have those fears shaped the depth of your relationships?

3. Many of us avoid prayer when we feel self-sufficient, turning to God primarily
when we're out of options or at rock bottom. In what areas of your life right now
do you tend to rely on your own abilities rather than dependence on God, and
what would it look like to bring those areas into prayer?

4. The disciples in the storm didn't tell Jesus how 1o solve their problem, they simply
went to him and said they were scared. How does your prayer life reflect either
frust in God's wisdom or an attempt o instruct him on what he should do?

5. We often avoid sharing our faith with others because we fear conflict or rejection,
even with people who used to attend church but no longer do. Who in your life has
wandered from faith or community, and what holds you back from reaching out to
them?

Significant Quotes from Sermon

"The basis for our community is not my acceptance. It's not our acceptance of one another. The reason
why we can say we are a transparent community is because we believe that Jesus accepts you if you
believe in him. If you confess your sins o him, I know he won't reject you."”

"It's not rejection that stops transparent community. It is the fear of rejection. And before you jump the
gun and think, 'Oh, well that's good. It's just a fear. So I have nothing to fear,’ no, no, no. Let me be really
clear: you will be rejected.”

"The whole idea of prayer is that it counteracts self-sufficiency. It's becoming dependent on him. You are
no longer independent. And this is again where I can go into a tirade regarding our culture and the love for
independence and freedom. There's a beautiful idea that you are free in Christ, that you have liberty in
Christ. And again, that sounds very American. You are free and in liberty. But with that freedom, we have
come to learn that being dependent on the Lord is better.”

"The point of our community is to emulate the one who is perfect. And if you emulate the one who is
perfect, you are doing what you're supposed to be doing. The goal of the church is not to be perfect. The
goal of the church is to be like Jesus."
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Sermon Noftes

James 5:12-20

12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other
oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under
condemnation.

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.
14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will
save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is
working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he
prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.

19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him
back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
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Outline

1. TRANSPARENT COMMUNITY (v. 12, 16)
a. Call to Honesty and Confession
i. Letyour yes be yes and no be no (v. 12): keep your word, be truthful
ii. Confess sins fo one another (v. 16): share burdens, be known
iii. Everyone desires transparent community where truth and reality reign
b. The Barrier: Fear of Rejection
i. Not just fear but actual rejection will happen in church
ii. Church hurt is real: people are told they don't belong when they share
struggles
iii. Jesus himself experienced constant rejection despite being Truth incarnate
c. Foundation in Christ's Acceptance
i. We worship Christ not because he was popular but because he is truth
ii. Truth offends and causes division, even as it saves
iii. Community basis: Jesus accepts those who believe in him and confess to
him
iv. God will never reject or forsake us because our sin is paid for - Church may
reject, but Christ never will
d. Walking in the Light (1 John 1:5-10)
i. God is light with no darkness; we must walk in light to have fellowship
ii. Sin creates opacity, blocking Christ's light from flowing through us
iii. Confession brings sin to light, not so church can fix it but so Christ can
iv. Transformation comes through faith in Christ's power, not rules and systems

2. PRAYERFUL COMMUNITY (v. 13-18)
a. A. The Nature of Prayer
i. Prayer is submission to God's will, not getting what we want
ii. God uses trials to teach us how to pray when we have no control
iii. Example of Elijah (v. 17-18): prayer aligned with God's purposes
b. B. Three Barriers to Prayer
i. Unbelief
1. Doubting that God's will is good or that prayer matters
2. Prayer is not about making things happen but aligning with God's
plan
3. Jesus gave model prayer: your kingdom come, your will be done
(Matthew 6)
4. Question: Do we believe God's kingdom is better than our kingdom?
ii. Self-Sufficiency
1. We're too wealthy and capable, so we think we can solve problems
ourselves
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2. Self-sufficiency makes us feel secure but leads to isolation and
individualism
Prayer counteracts self-sufficiency by creating dependence on God
We must entrust all resources to God and listen for his direction
5. True community comes from recognizing nothing is ours, everything
is God's
iii. Busyness
1. Practically too busy building our own kingdoms to pray
2. Need to slow down and ask what God wants from us
c. Jesus Our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-16)
i.  We could never pray enough, and that's okay because it's hot about our
work
ii. Jesus sympathizes with our weaknesses and intercedes for us continually
iii. His prayers for our lives are more effective than our own prayers
iv. Disciples in storm: they went to Jesus and said "we're scared,” not
instructing him how to fix it
v. Our prayer: "Lord, I need you. Do what you do best. Your will be done.”

3. PURSUING COMMUNITY (v. 19-20)

a. The Call to Pursue the Wandering
i.  Whoever brings back a sinner from wandering saves a soul and covers
multitude of sins
ii. The heart of God is for those who have wandered to return - Community
isn't just about those already in the fold
iii. What brings excitement and purpose: seeing transformation and hearing
stories of redemption
b. Two Barriers to Overcome
i. Conflict Avoidance
1. Fear of arguments or uncomfortable conversations about faith
2. Avoiding the topic altogether because we're afraid of rejection
ii. Apathy
1. The more we avoid, the more we convince ourselves it doesn't matter
2. Saying "it doesn't matter” tells God that person doesn't matter to him
3. Holy Spirit convicts us: every person matters to God
c. The Obedience Required (Hebrews 12:12-15)
i. Lift drooping hands, strengthen weak knees, make straight paths
ii. Not about our power but our obedience to bring fruth in love
iii. Many people used to go to church: simply invite them back
iv. We fear conflict that hasn't even happened yet
v. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God

Eall
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Notes

We live in an age of radical individualization. The technology that connects us to
the world has, paradoxically, disconnected us from one another. Social media algorithms
curate content specifically for each person, creating personalized feeds that reflect
individual tastes and preferences. This means that even when we're consuming the same
platforms, we're experiencing entirely different realities. What shows up on one person'’s
feed bears little resemblance to what appears on another's. The communal experience of
gathering around shared content has largely disappeared. This technological shift has
tangible consequences. Research shows a dramatic decline in close friendships over
recent decades. Where once a significant portion of people reported having more than
ten close friends, that number has dropped substantially. Perhaps more troubling, the
percentage of people reporting that they have no close friends at all has increased
significantly. We are more connected digitally while becoming increasingly isolated
relationally. Against this backdrop of fragmentation and isolation, the call to live in
authentic community becomes more urgent. When we gather together, singing in unison,
worshiping collectively, we are doing something countercultural and significant. We are
affirming that life is not meant to be lived in isolation, curated according to individual
preference. We are declaring that there is value in coming together, even when our tastes
and preferences differ wildly. The point is not that we must all enjoy the same things or
share identical interests. Rather, it's that we choose to worship together, o live in
community, not for our own sake but for something greater than ourselves.

At the heart of genuine community lies tfransparency. This means being honest,
confessional, and rooted in truth. When we make commitments to one another, we must
keep our word. Our yes should mean yes, and our no should mean no. We are called to be
truthful rather than simply saying what others want to hear or what makes us sound
good. Beyond mere honesty in our speech, we are called to confess our sins to one
another, to share our burdens, to be genuinely known by others. This tfransparency should
be normal within a community of believers. It should be expected that we keep our
promises, that we follow through on our commitments, that we are accountable to one
another. Yet despite the obvious appeal of such transparency, we face a significant
barrier: the fear of rejection. Everyone wants authentic community. Everyone desires
friendships where they can share the deepest parts of their soul without pretense or
performance. No one wants relationships built on fog and mirrors, where nothing is real
and everything is a performance. We all long for the kind of community where we can be
fully known. But the fear of rejection keeps us from pursuing this very thing we desire. It's
important to be clear about something uncomfortable but true: the fear of rejection is
not unfounded. Rejection will happen. The church, sadly, is not always a safe place.
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People have been rejected by their communities, by their churches, for sharing their
struggles, for confessing their sins, for showing their true selves. These stories are
numerous and heartbreaking. Someone shares a burden, confesses a sin, shows
vulnerability, and suddenly they're told they don't belong anymore, that they should
leave, that they're no longer welcome. This reality makes the call to transparency all the
more challenging. We know intellectually that transparent community is good and right,
but we've seen or experienced the pain of rejection that can follow. Even showing our real
personality, not hiding behind a mask but simply being ourselves, can lead to rejection.
Many have heard from leaders or fellow believers that their personality isn't compatible,
that they don't fit, that perhaps they should find somewhere else. The truth we must
grapple with is that Jesus himself experienced rejection. The Prince of Peace, the Truth
incarnate, the Son of God, faced constant rejection. If anyone should have been
universally accepted, it was Christ. If anyone should have experienced perfect
community, it was the second person of the Trinity walking among humanity. Yet he was
rejected repeatedly by the very people he came to save. This is why worship of Christ is
not based on his popularity or acceptance. Christianity does not promise that speaking
truth will make you liked or accepted. The nature of truth itself can offend. It divides. It
causes some to accept and others to reject. Jesus's ministry was remarkably successful
in many ways, with multitudes following him and proclaiming him the Messiah. But there
were also many who rejected his message entirely, who refused to accept who he was.
The goal of authentic community is not universal acceptance or popularity. The goal is
not that everyone must like us or become our best friend. Rather, the goal is to live
transparent lives in light of Christ's truth. Confession to one another is not about
declaring our superiority or suggesting we have everything together while others must
confess to us. We don't need confessional booths where people share their sins with an
intermediary who grants absolution. We understand that we can confess directly to God,
and God will never reject us. He will never forsake us, because our sin has been paid for
through Christ. This is the foundation of our community. Our basis is not mutual
acceptance of one another, though we strive for that. The reason we can be a
tfransparent community is because we believe that Jesus accepts those who believe in
him. When someone confesses their sins to him, we know he won't reject them. While we
cannot promise that the church will never reject anyone, though we desperately wish we
could, we can promise that Christ will not reject those who come to him in faith. The
church will sometimes disappoint. There will be people who deceive, who say they love
and care while harboring different feelings in their hearts. This is not a reason for
paranoia or suspicion of everyone around us. Rather, it's a reminder that we are not
worshiping one another. We are worshiping the Savior. When we experience fear of
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rejection, when we're tempted to close off and protect ourselves, refusing to share what's
really happening in our lives, we must remember that Christ is tfrustworthy. He can shed
light into our darkness, illuminate our hurts, provide wisdom, and offer restoration.

The call to transparency is fundamentally a call fo walk in the light. God is light,
and in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him while
walking in darkness, we lie and do not practice truth. But if we walk in the light as he is in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from
all sin. Sin creates opacity in our lives. It blocks the light of Christ from flowing through
us. When the light of Christ is not visible in our lives, we must ask whether there is
something creating that barrier, something that needs to be brought into the light. This is
where confession becomes vital, both to God and to one another. This is uncomfortable.
It's not the path of comfort or ease. It requires vulnerability in the face of potential
rejection. But the call is not to hide in darkness. The call is to live in the light, where others
can see what hinders Christ's light from residing fully in us. And here's the crucial point:
the goal is not for the church to fix everyone's sin. If that were the expectation, it would
be overwhelming and impossible. We are not called to solve each other’s sin problems
through systems, rules, and regulations designed to control behavior and eliminate
temptation. The only one who can truly address sin is Christ himself. What we see in
Scripture is that transformation comes through confession to Christ, through crying out
for his help. This requires faith, because it's far easier to create rules and systems to
manage sin than to frust in Christ's power to redeem and restore. But this is the
beginning of authentic community: trusting that Christ, not our efforts, brings
transformation.

Beyond transparency, authentic community is marked by prayer. Prayer is not
ultimately about getting what we want. It's about submitting and surrendering to what
God wants. When we pray for those who are sick, anxious, depressed, or in situations
beyond our control, we naturally turn to prayer because we recognize our powerlessness.
Often, God allows us to go through trials specifically o teach us how to pray, to show us
that we have no control and must depend on him. But the deeper lesson is to continue
praying even when we're not at rock bottom. Why do we only pray when things are going
wrong? Why not maintain a life of prayer in all circumstances? There are several barriers
that prevent us from becoming truly prayerful communities. The first is unbelief. Even
those of us in ministry struggle with this. There's something disorienting about prayer, a
sense that if we pray fervently for something and it happens, did we make it happen?
But prayer doesn't work like rubbing a lamp to summon a genie with three wishes. Prayer
is about aligning ourselves with God's plan, not demanding our own way. The model
prayer Jesus gave us demonstrates this perfectly. It's about God's kingdom coming, his

East Renton Community Church eastrentonchurch.org/sermons



Small Group Leader Packet 11/23/25

will being done on earth as in heaven. It's about asking for daily provisions, for strength
in temptation, for help in forgiving others. The essence of prayer is saying, "Your
kingdom come, not my kingdom.” Many of us struggle to pray because we want our own
kingdom. We want to pray for what we desire rather than surrendering to what God
desires. But do we truly believe that God's kingdom is better than our kingdom?
Intellectually, everyone would agree. Yet if we really believed it, we would pray more
consistently for his kingdom to come. This connects to the second barrier:
self-sufficiency. The danger of self-sufficiency is that it makes prayer seem unnecessary.
When someone comes with a problem we can solve, we feel satisfied in our ability to
help. We have resources to share, solutions to offer, houses to build. There's something
deeply satisfying about self-sufficiency because it makes us feel secure, safe, and
helpful. But this mentality is antithetical to a prayerful life. The prayerful life doesn't mean
doing nothing. Rather, it means asking God what he would have us do to build his
kingdom, recognizing that we can accomplish very little without his power and word.
Prayer counteracts self-sufficiency by making us dependent on God rather than
independent. While our culture celebrates independence and freedom, true freedom in
Christ leads us to choose dependence on him, recognizing that he provides all we need.
Self-sufficiency inherently leads to isolation and individualism. It creates a mindset of
protecting our resources for ourselves and our immediate circle, helping others only when
it's prudent or convenient. But God's design is different. He intends for us to entrust
everything we have to him, listening to his direction about how to use our resources.
Prayer becomes natural when we recognize that nothing is truly ours, that everything
belongs to God. We must pray to know what he wants us to do with what he's given us.
The third barrier to prayerful community is simple busyness. Practically speaking, we are
often too busy to pray, too occupied with building our own kingdoms and our own lives
to slow down and ask what God wants from us. Yet even as we recognize these barriers
and feel convicted about our lack of prayer, we must remember something encouraging:
we could never pray enough. We'll never reach a point where we've prayed sufficiently,
where our prayer life is finally good enough. And thank God, because transformation still
isn't about our work. We have a high priest who prays for us continually. Jesus, our great
high priest who has passed through the heavens, is able to sympathize with our
weaknesses because he was tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sin. This
means we can approach the throne of grace with confidence to receive mercy and find
grace in our time of need. Understanding that Jesus constantly prays for us is what
makes prayer truly effective. Putting our trust in the fact that Jesus holds our lives in his
hands is more powerful than simply praying more frequently. Consider the disciples in the
boat during the storm. They were fishermen who recognized they were about to die. Their
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response wasn't merely to pray more fervently. They went directly to Jesus. This
distinction matters. They didn't just pray generally for salvation from the storm, assuming
they knew how God should answer. They went to Jesus himself and said, "We're scared.
We're going to die.” None of them knew Jesus could simply say, "Be sftill,” and calm the
storm. That wasn't even on their radar as a possibility. This is the kind of prayer we need:
not instructing God on how to solve our problems, but going to our heavenly Father and
honestly saying we're scared, we need him, we want his will fo be done even though we
have our own desires. The beauty is that we have a high priest who knows our
weaknesses, who empathizes with us because he experienced human weakness without
succumbing to sin. Jesus's prayers for our lives are more effective than our own prayers.
This should draw us to pray more, asking God to do what he does best. But we return to
those barriers: sometimes we don't believe God's will is good, sometimes we think
self-sufficiency is necessary for survival, and sometimes we're simply too busy to
acknowledge our need for prayer.

The final characteristic of authentic community is perhaps the most challenging:
we must be a pursuing community. This means going out to find the lost sheep, seeking
those who have been forgotten or overlooked, reaching out to those who have left the
church. The call is to bring back those who wander from the truth, understanding that
whoever brings back a wanderer from error will save a soul from death and cover a
multitude of sins. The point of community ultimately isn't even about us. We may be
loved by God, accepted in his kingdom, fully known and watched over by Christ. But we
must not forget the heart of God. God's heart is not content with only those already in
the fold. When we bring those who wander back into the truth, there is celebration. There
is joy over one sinner who repents. Many churches feel dead and purposeless precisely
because they've forgotten this pursuing aspect of community. If church is only about
showing up, singing songs, hearing a message, and going home, what's the point? It
becomes boring and disconnected from real life. But what brings energy and purpose to
community is when those who have fallen away, who don't know the Lord, who would
never imagine walking into a church, actually come and experience the love of Christ.
When they encounter the gospel and experience transformation, when we hear their
stories of redemption, this is what fuels our joy and excitement. Only God could
accomplish such transformation. Yet we face barriers to becoming a pursuing
community. The primary obstacles are conflict avoidance and apathy. Many churches
and believers are afraid to evangelize, not necessarily through street preaching or
condemnation, but simply through sharing their faith. They fear conflict and arguments.
They're afraid of rejection, so they avoid the topic altogether, steering clear of anything
that might create discomfort. Conflict avoidance and apathy work together. The more we
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avoid difficult conversations, the more we convince ourselves that it doesn't really matter.
It doesn't matter what others believe. It doesn't matter if they've wandered off and are
lost. But this ties directly to prayer: if we say someone doesn't matter, we're effectively
telling God that this person doesn't matter to him. The Holy Spirit will convict us of this
lie. God cares for every person. He loves them. He wants them to hear his voice. There will
be times when we're rejected. There will be times when our efforts seem ineffective. But
it's still not about our power. We simply need to be obedient, bringing truth in love,
kindness, gentleness, and self-control. As we remain transparent and prayerful, we share
how God has brought us from our own sin and brokenness. We are a community
surrendering to the Lord, called to spread the gospel to our neighbors. Many people we
encounter have gone to church before but no longer attend. These individuals should be
the least intimidating to invite. Yet we often forgo excitement in our faith because we're
afraid to ask someone who's already told us they used to attend church whether they'd
consider coming with us. We fear a conflict that hasn't even happened yet, when a
simple invitation might be all that's needed. The challenge is to lift our drooping hands
and strengthen our weak knees, making straight paths so that what is lame might be
healed rather than put out of joint. We're called to strive for peace with everyone and for
holiness, ensuring that no one fails to obtain the grace of God. This isn't about making
our particular church grow larger. It's about recognizing that when we meet people who
have wandered off, we have an opportunity to share God's grace with them. We must
have strength for this task. The language of drooping hands and weak knees suggests a
church that's lame, not walking, not doing anything with their faith. The call is to be
transparent and prayerful, yes, but these qualities require the action of pursuit. Are we
actually pursuing? Not to make people into the kind of Christian we are or to have them
follow us, but so they might experience the grace, forgiveness, and love of God.

We will never be a perfect community. That's not the point. The point is fo emulate
the one who is perfect. The goal isn't perfection but to be like Jesus. If we're attempting
to follow him, we're doing what we're supposed to do. The challenge is recognizing that if
Jesus were physically present, he wouldn't just stay in one place. He would be out in the
community, in workplaces, with people eating alone, with those who have no friends,
with people in sinful occupations. He would go to the worst parts of fown and the best
parts of town, to various churches and communities, everywhere sharing the love of the
Father and speaking truth. The beauty of community is that we're not called to be
perfect for our justification’s sake. We're called to follow Christ, to be perfect as he is
perfect. We will never achieve perfection, but he is perfect, and we can follow him. We
have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. As we go out to our various workplaces, families,
and communities, the Holy Spirit goes with us. He will give us the words to share with
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people, not condemning them but showing them God's grace. It begins with being
tfransparent, even at the risk of rejection. It requires being prayerful. It demands being
less busy and less self-sufficient. This applies even to family gatherings and holiday
meals. Will we share how perfect our lives are, offering cloying thanks for our flawless
families and wonderful existence? Or can we authentically share gratitude for Christ's
blood, for God's son, for Jesus, recognizing our imperfection? Those we're eating with
already know we're not perfect. But we can thank God that he sent the one who is
perfect for us. Not everyone will believe. We won't have a hundred percent success rate.
We will experience rejection. But imagine if even one person brings a wandering brother
or sister back into the fold. There will be celebrations in heaven. There will be a party.
When we have baptisms, when people confess faith, we can say in unison, "Thank you,
Lord.”

The charge is clear: live in community. Be fransparent, knowing rejection may
come but trusting in Christ's acceptance. Be prayerful, recognizing our dependence on
God rather than our self-sufficiency. And be pursuing, going after those who have
wandered, sharing the grace of God with gentleness and love. This is not about building
a perfect community but about following the perfect one, allowing his light to shine
through our transparent, prayerful, pursuing lives together.
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Blog

The closing verses of James present us with a vision of Christian community that
feels foreign to our modern sensibilities. We've been conditioned to think of faith as a
private matter between us and God. We prize independence and self-sufficiency. We
keep our struggles hidden and our distance maintained. But James gives us something
radically different. He shows us a community marked by transparency, sustained by
prayer, and committed to pursuing those who wander. James begins with a statement
that seems out of place: "Above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by
earth or by any other oath, but let your 'yes' be yes and your 'no’ be no, so that you may
not fall under condemnation.” This echoes Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on the Mount,
where he exposed the elaborate oath-taking system of first-century Judaism. People had
created graduated levels of oaths, swearing by heaven, earth, Jerusalem, or their own
heads. The assumption was that oaths involving God's name were absolutely binding, but
other oaths offered some wiggle room. The whole system revealed a deeper problem.
These were people whose word couldn't be trusted unless they were swearing an oath.
James says this changes in the Christian community. We're people whose yes means yes
and whose no means no. We don't need external pressure to tell the truth because we
belong to the One who is Truth himself. When we're united to Christ, our lives are being
conformed to his character. We become people of integrity because we're being
tfransformed into his image. This isn't just about avoiding lying. It's about becoming the
kind of people whose word can be trusted without qualification.

But James doesn't stop with truthfulness in general. He moves to a specific
application: "Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed.” This is mutual, reciprocal, ongoing confession. The Greek verb is present
imperative, indicating continuous action. Keep on confessing. Make this a pattern of life,
not a crisis intervention. Notice James doesn't say confess to God alone, though we
certainly should. He says confess to one another. This is horizontal confession within the
community of believers. Why would we do something so uncomfortable? Because
confession is the pathway to healing. When we hide our sin, we stay sick. When we bring
it into the light, healing begins. First John reinforces this: "If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Walking in the light
means living with transparency. We don't pretend we're better than we are. We admit our
struggles, our failures, our sins. This creates the kind of authenticity the gospel demands.
We've already been exposed before God. He knows everything about us, and he loves us
anyway. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. We don't have to hide anymore.
We've been found out and forgiven. That freedom allows us to be honest with each other.
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We confess Christ openly because he has confessed us before the Father. His declaration
of our righteousness, even when we were unrighteous, frees us to speak truthfully about
ourselves.

Practically speaking, this means we create spaces where confession is normal.
Small groups where people can share real struggles. Friendships where you can say, "I'm
wrestling with this sin and I need help."” Relationships where someone can ask you hard
questions and you'll answer honestly. When someone confesses to you, you don't gasp in
shock or pull away in disgust. You thank them for their trust, you pray with them, and you
point them to Christ. You remind them that there's no condemnation for those in Christ
Jesus.

This kind of transparency is only possible in a community sustained by prayer.
James gives us a pattern that covers every circumstance of life. "Is anyone among you
suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.” Prayer isn't reserved for
emergencies. It's the constant rhythm of life with God. When you're going through
hardship, your first response is prayer. When you're experiencing joy, you lift praise to
God. This is the foundation, a personal prayer life that acknowledges God in everything.
But James doesn't stop with individual prayer. "Is anyone among you sick? Let him call
for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord.” When someone is seriously ill, it becomes a church matter. The whole
community, represented by the elders, gathers to pray. They anoint with oil, which was
both a common medicinal practice and a symbolic act of faith in God's healing presence.
The phrase "in the name of the Lord" indicates that ultimate healing power comes from
God, not the olil itself. "And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord
will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.” The prayer of faith
trusts God for healing. The word "save” can mean deliverance, rescue, or healing, both
physical and spiritual. "Raise up” uses resurrection language, emphasizing restoration to
life and wholeness. James carefully adds, "if he has committed sins,” suggesting a
possible but not necessary connection between illness and sin. Not all sickness results
from personal sin, but some might. The point is that both physical healing and spiritual
forgiveness are available through the prayers of God's people. This leads James back to
mutual prayer: "Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another,
that you may be healed.” We bear each other’s burdens through intercession. We pray for
each other's healing, for each other's struggles, for each other's sanctification. "The
prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” The word translated
"effective” is energoumené, which means active, working, powerful. It's a present
participle emphasizing ongoing effectiveness. Prayer works not because we're powerful,
but because God is.
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James illustrates this with Elijah. "Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain
on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.”
Why Elijah? Because we might think powerful prayer is reserved for spiritual superstars.
James says no. Elijah was "a man with a nature like ours.” He struggled with fear,
discouragement, and doubt. But his prayers were effective not because of his perfection
but because of his faith in God's promises. God hears and answers the prayers of
ordinary believers who pray in faith according to his will.

Why is prayer so central to community? Because we've been united to Christ, and
through him we have access to the Father. We can pray with confidence because Christ
prays for us. He always lives to make intercession for those who draw near to God
through him. The Spirit also helps us in our weakness, interceding for us with groanings
too deep for words. We're surrounded by intercession. The Spirit prays for us. Christ prays
for us. And we pray for one another. Prayer is the lifeblood of gospel community because
it's the constant acknowledgment that we're utterly dependent on God's grace.

But James doesn't end with prayer. He closes with a sobering warning and a
glorious promise. "My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and
someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” Some people
will wander. The word means to go astray, to be deceived, to be led into error. This isn't
about minor theological disagreements. James is talking about abandoning the truth of
the gospel, turning away from Christ and his ways.

This is a real danger. People we know, people we love, can wander. They can be
deceived by sin, hardened by suffering, or seduced by the world. And when they do, their
souls are in danger. James says wandering from the truth leads to death. This isn't
alarmist language. It's pastoral realism. But here's the beautiful part: "someone brings
him back.” The community doesn't give up. We pursue. We reach out. We call, text, visit,
pray, plead. We don't harass, but we don't abandon either. "Whoever brings back a sinner
from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” God
uses human agents, ordinary believers, to save souls. Our pursuit of the wandering
participates in God's saving work. This is staggering. When we pursue someone who's
drifting away, when we call them back to Christ, we're participating in the ministry of the
Good Shepherd who left the ninety nine to pursue the one. Why do we do this? Because
Jesus came to seek and save the lost. He pursued us when we were wandering. He found
us when we were lost. He brought us back when we had turned away. And now, as his
body, we do the same for each other. This is God's heart. When we pursue the wandering,
we reflect his heart to them. The goal is always restoration, not condemnation. We
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approach with humility, knowing we're vulnerable too. We bear one another’s burdens
and so fulfill the law of Christ.

The promise is that restoration brings complete forgiveness. Love covers a
multitude of sins. This doesn't mean love hides sin or excuses it. Love pursues, restores,
and sees forgiveness fully applied through the blood of Jesus. When someone turns back
to Christ, all their sins, however many, however serious, are covered.

These three practices define gospel community: transparency, prayer, and pursuit.
They're not natural to us. Our instinct is to hide, to be self-sufficient, and to let people go
their own way. But the gospel changes everything. Because Christ has spoken truth
about us and forgiven us, we can be honest with each other. Because Christ intercedes
for us at the Father's right hand, we can pray for one another with confidence. Because
Christ sought and saved us when we were lost, we pursue those who wander. James
gives us a vision of community that's countercultural and beautiful. It's messy and
demanding and worth it. This is what the Christian life looks like. Not isolated
individualism, but life together. Not independence, but interdependence. Not every man
for himself, but all of us for each other, because we all belong to Christ. This is the
community the gospel creates, and it's the community that displays the glory of Christ to
a watching world.
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