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David's Mercy and
Justice

Kicking It Off:

In your opinion, what's the most difficult aspect of forgiving
someone?

Read:

2 Samuel
19:16-23

Summary
The sermon explores the relationship between humility, justice, and

mercy in our spiritual lives and relationships. It uses the biblical story of David,
Shimei, and Abishai to illustrate these concepts. The narrative begins with
Shimei's humble approach to David, seeking forgiveness for his past
transgressions. This act of remorse mirrors our own need for humility before
God, recognizing our sinfulness and dependence on His grace. It emphasizes
that true repentance is the starting point for receiving forgiveness.

The human inclination towards judgment and retribution is highlighted
by Abishai's call for Shimei's execution. This represents our natural desire for
justice when wronged. However, it challenges us to move beyond this
instinct, echoing Jesus' teachings on non-retaliation and breaking cycles of
violence. Our call as believers is to choose mercy and unity, as exemplified by
David's decision to spare Shimei. This choice reflects God's heart and serves as
a model for our own interactions. It underscores that while justice is
important, God prioritizes mercy for those who genuinely repent.

Our ability to forgive others is intrinsically linked to our understanding
of God's forgiveness towards us. As we comprehend the magnitude of God's
mercy, we becomemore capable of extending that same grace to others,
even in challenging circumstances. We need to shift how we view the
church's role in society - not as arbiters of judgment, but as agents of
reconciliation and embodiments of God's love. It encourages a community
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marked by radical welcome, acceptance, and the transformative power of
forgiveness, reflecting God's kingdom on earth.

Discussion Questions
1. We can learn from Shimei's humble approach to David, seeking

forgiveness for his past actions. This act of contrition mirrors our own
need for humility before God. Can you recall a time when you had to
humble yourself and ask for forgiveness?

2. Abishai's call for Shimei's execution represents our natural desire for
justice when we've been wronged. However, the sermon challenges us
to move beyond this instinct. How do you typically respond when
someone wrongs you? In what ways might God be calling you to
respond differently?

3. David's decision to showmercy to Shimei reflects God's heart and
serves as a model for our own interactions. This choice came at a
personal cost to David. Describe a situation where showing mercy
was difficult for you. What did it cost you to extend forgiveness, and
what did you gain?

4. Our ability to forgive others is linked to our understanding of God's
forgiveness towards us. As we grasp God's mercy, we becomemore
capable of extending grace to others. How has your experience of
God's forgiveness influenced your ability to forgive others?

5. Wemust make a shift in how we view the church's role in society - not
as arbiters of judgment, but as agents of reconciliation and
embodiments of God's love. In what practical ways can our church
community better reflect God's heart of mercy and forgiveness?
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Sermon Notes
2 Samuel 19:16-23
16And Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to
come down with the men of Judah to meet King David. 17And with him were
a thousand men from Benjamin. And Ziba the servant of the house of Saul,
with his fifteen sons and his twenty servants, rushed down to the Jordan
before the king, 18and they crossed the ford to bring over the king's
household and to do his pleasure. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down
before the king, as he was about to cross the Jordan, 19and said to the king,
“Let not my lord hold me guilty or remember how your servant did wrong on
the day my lord the king left Jerusalem. Do not let the king take it to heart. 20

For your servant knows that I have sinned. Therefore, behold, I have come this
day, the first of all the house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord the
king.” 21Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered, “Shall not Shimei be put to
death for this, because he cursed the LORD's anointed?” 22But David said,
“What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should this day be
as an adversary to me? Shall anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do I
not know that I am this day king over Israel?” 23And the king said to Shimei,
“You shall not die.” And the king gave him his oath.

Outline
1. The Humble Approach of Shimei (2 Samuel 19:19-20)

a. Context of Shimei's actions
i. Shimei's background as a member of Saul's tribe
ii. His previous cursing of David during Absalom's rebellion

b. Shimei's repentance and humility
i. Approaching David with 1,000 men from Benjamin
ii. Acknowledging his sin and seeking forgiveness

c. The importance of humility in seeking forgiveness
i. Parallel to the tax collector in Jesus' parable (Luke 18:9-14)
ii. Humility as the beginning of the gospel message

d. God's response to humility
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i. God forgives those who ask, not everyone unconditionally
ii. The need for repentance and confession in our relationship

with God

2. The Voice of Judgment and Retribution (2 Samuel 19:21)
a. Abishai's reaction to Shimei

i. Calling for Shimei's execution
ii. Representing the human desire for justice and retribution

b. The logic behind Abishai's stance
i. Shimei's actions as deserving of death under the law
ii. The cultural and legal expectations of the time

c. The tension between justice and mercy
i. God's care for justice
ii. The limitations of human-enacted justice

d. Jesus' teaching on retaliation (Matthew 5:38-39)
i. Moving beyond "an eye for an eye"
ii. Breaking the cycle of violence and retribution

3. Choosing Mercy and Unity (2 Samuel 19:22-23)
a. David's decision to showmercy

i. Refusing to execute Shimei
ii. Protecting Shimei with an oath

b. The cost of mercy
i. David absorbing the debt of Shimei's offense
ii. Parallel to God's forgiveness of our sins

c. The biblical call to forgiveness
i. Forgiving as we have been forgiven (Ephesians 4:32,

Colossians 3:13)
ii. The challenge of forgiving severe offenses

d. The relationship between forgiveness and understanding God's
grace
i. How forgiving others deepens our grasp of God's

forgiveness
ii. The freedom that comes from embracing forgiveness

e. The church's role in embodying mercy
i. Prioritizing reconciliation over judgment
ii. Being a place of welcome and acceptance for all people
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Notes
I've been reflecting deeply on the nature of mercy, justice, and

forgiveness in both our personal lives and in our relationship with God. It's a
complex topic that challenges many of our instincts and cultural norms, but I
believe understanding it is crucial for spiritual growth and living out our faith.
At the heart of this issue is the tension between justice and mercy. We often
have a strong desire for justice when we've been wronged or when we see
others committing evil acts. This impulse isn't inherently wrong - justice is
important, and God himself cares deeply about justice. However, I've come to
believe that as followers of Christ, we're called to prioritize mercy and
forgiveness in a way that can feel counterintuitive and difficult.

The story of David, Absalom, and Shimei in the Bible provides an
illustration of this principle. When David was returning to power after
Absalom's rebellion, he encountered Shimei - a man who had cursed and
insulted him during his exile. David's military commander Abishai wanted to
execute Shimei for his treasonous actions, which would have been the
expected course of justice at the time. But David chose mercy instead,
protecting Shimei's life with an oath. This decision by David reflects the heart
of God and serves as a model for how we should approach forgiveness. It's not
that the offense didn't matter or that there were no consequences. But David
absorbed the cost of the offense himself rather than demanding retribution.
In doing so, he broke the cycle of violence and retribution that so often
perpetuates conflict.

We see this same principle elevated to an even higher level in Jesus'
teachings. He called us to turn the other cheek when struck, to love our
enemies, and to forgive not just seven times but seventy times seven. This is a
radical departure from the "eye for an eye" mentality that seeks to balance the
scales of justice through reciprocal harm. It's important to understand that
this emphasis on mercy doesn't negate the reality or importance of justice.
God is perfectly just, and all sin will ultimately be accounted for. But I've come
to believe that God's preference is always for mercy when genuine
repentance is present. He desires reconciliation and restoration over
punishment.

This ties into a crucial aspect of the gospel - the idea that we are all
sinners in need of forgiveness. None of us can stand before God on our own
merit. When we truly internalize this, it should fundamentally change how we
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view others and how quick we are to judge or condemn. If we have been
forgiven an immeasurable debt by God, how can we then turn around and
refuse to forgive the relatively minor offenses of others against us? Jesus
illustrated this powerfully in the parable of the unmerciful servant. After being
forgiven an enormous debt by the king, the servant immediately went out
and violently demanded repayment of a much smaller debt owed to him. This
stark hypocrisy angered the king and resulted in severe punishment. I believe
this parable is meant to shock us into recognizing how our own refusal to
forgive others conflicts with the forgiveness we've received from God.

One of the most challenging aspects of this teaching is that it applies
even to severe offenses. It's relatively easy to forgive small slights, but what
about when someone has deeply wounded us or committed truly evil acts?
The biblical answer is that we are still called to forgive, even in those cases.
This doesn't mean there are no earthly consequences or that justice systems
are unnecessary. But on a personal level, we're called to release our desire for
vengeance and to pray for those who have hurt us. This is only possible
through the power of God working in our hearts. In our own strength, this
level of forgiveness is often impossible. But as we grow in our understanding
of God's forgiveness towards us and allow His love to transform us, we
become capable of extending that same grace to others.

I've found that there's a beautiful reciprocal relationship between our
willingness to forgive others and our ability to receive and understand God's
forgiveness. The more we practice extending mercy, the more deeply we
grasp the wonder of God's mercy towards us. And the more we internalize
God's forgiveness, the more natural it becomes to forgive others. This
principle of mercy over retributive justice should shape how we view the
mission of the church as well. While pursuing social justice can be part of the
church's work, I believe our primary calling is to be agents of reconciliation
and to embody God's love and forgiveness. We're not called to be the arbiters
of judgment in society, but to point people towards the One who can truly
forgive and transform lives.

This means that churches should be places of radical welcome and
acceptance for all people, regardless of their background or current struggles.
It doesn't mean we ignore sin or pretend that all behavior is equally good. But
it does mean that our first response to those outside the faith should be love
and an invitation to experience God's grace, not condemnation.

I've been challenged to consider how this applies in very practical, often
difficult situations. What does it look like to forgive someone who has caused
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deep, lasting harm? How do we balance mercy with appropriate boundaries
and consequences? These aren't easy questions, but I believe wrestling with
them is essential for spiritual growth. One area where this often comes up is
in financial matters. If someone owes us money and is unable to repay, are we
willing to forgive that debt? This can be especially difficult if the amount is
significant or if we're facing our own financial struggles. Yet this is precisely
the type of radical forgiveness that God calls us to - and that He has extended
to us in forgiving our spiritual debt.

I've also been reflecting on how this principle of mercy should shape
our political and social views. While the government has a role in maintaining
order and justice, I believe Christians should be voices for redemption,
rehabilitation, and second chances in our justice system. We should be
quicker to support restorative approaches than harsh punishments.

This doesn't mean being naive about evil or the reality of unrepentant
wrongdoers. There's still a place for prisons and consequences. But our
default posture should be towards mercy and restoration wherever possible.
This aligns with God's heart as revealed in scripture - He is slow to anger,
abounding in love, and eager to forgive those who turn to Him.

Another important aspect of this teaching is the link between humility
and forgiveness. It's often our pride that makes forgiveness so difficult. We
feel justified in our anger and want others to fully appreciate the wrong
they've done before we'll consider forgiving them. But true humility
recognizes that we too are sinners in constant need of grace.

The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector illustrates this
beautifully. The Pharisee approached God with a sense of self-righteousness,
listing all his good deeds. The tax collector, in contrast, wouldn't even lift his
eyes to heaven but simply begged for mercy as a sinner. Jesus said it was the
tax collector who went home justified.

This humble recognition of our own sinfulness and need for forgiveness
is the key to extending that same grace to others. When we stop seeing
ourselves as morally superior and recognize our common humanity and
fallenness, it becomes much easier to empathize with those who wrong us
and to desire their restoration rather than their punishment.

I've found that regularly practicing confession and repentance in my
own life makes memuch more patient and forgiving towards others. When
I'm consistently aware of my own shortcomings and my daily need for God's
grace, I'm less likely to harshly judge others for their failures. This doesn't
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mean excusing sin, but it does mean approaching others with compassion
rather than condemnation.

It's also crucial to understand that forgiveness is not the same as trust
or reconciliation in all cases. We can release someone from the debt they owe
us (forgiveness) without necessarily putting ourselves in a position to be hurt
again (trust). Rebuilding a relationship after serious harm often takes time
and may require seeing genuine change. Forgiveness can be immediate, but
restoration is usually a process.

One objection that often comes up when discussing radical forgiveness
is the fear that it will enable further wrongdoing. If we always forgive, won't
people just take advantage of us? This is a valid concern, but I don't believe it
negates the call to forgiveness. We can forgive while still allowing natural
consequences to occur. And ultimately, I believe a culture of grace and
forgiveness is more transformative than one of strict punishment.

We see this in God's dealings with humanity. He continues to extend
mercy and forgiveness even though people often abuse that grace. His
kindness is meant to lead us to repentance. In the same way, our forgiveness
towards others can be a powerful witness to God's love and can soften hearts
in a way that harsh judgment never could.

I've also been challenged to consider how quickly I extend forgiveness.
Sometimes we want to make people grovel or prove their repentance before
we'll consider forgiving them. But God forgives us the moment we turn to
Him in genuine repentance. While discernment is needed in some situations,
I believe we should generally err on the side of extending forgiveness quickly
and freely.

This doesn't mean we never confront sin or that there are no
boundaries in relationships. Scripture gives clear guidance on addressing
wrongdoing in the church and even on separating from unrepentant sinners
in some cases. But the goal is always restoration, and forgiveness should be
our default posture.

One of the most beautiful aspects of embracing this ethic of forgiveness
is the freedom it brings. Holding onto bitterness and resentment hurts us far
more than it does the person who wronged us. When we choose to forgive,
we're released from the burden of anger and the desire for revenge. This
doesn't always happen instantly - forgiveness can be a process, especially for
deep hurts. But it's a process that leads to healing and peace.
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I've found that prayer is essential in this journey towards forgiveness.
When I'm struggling to forgive, I try to pray for the person who hurt me. This
doesn't always feel natural or easy, but over time it softens my heart and
allows me to see them through God's eyes. Praying for our enemies, as Jesus
commanded, is a powerful way to overcome bitterness and extend genuine
forgiveness.

I believe that embracing radical forgiveness is not just a nice ideal but a
crucial part of our witness as Christians. In a world that is increasingly
polarized and quick to condemn, a community marked by grace and
forgiveness stands out. When we forgive in situations where it seems
impossible or undeserved, we point to a God whose love and mercy exceed
human understanding.

This doesn't mean we'll always get it right. Forgiveness is a lifelong
journey, and we'll often struggle with it. But as we grow in our understanding
of God's forgiveness towards us and allow His love to transform us, we
becomemore and more capable of extending that same grace to others. And
in doing so, we participate in God's work of reconciliation and redemption in
the world.

In conclusion, while justice remains important, I've come to believe that
as followers of Christ, we're called to prioritize mercy and forgiveness in our
dealings with others. This reflects God's heart as revealed in scripture and in
the person of Jesus. It's not always easy, and it often goes against our natural
instincts. But as we embrace this ethic of radical forgiveness, we experience
freedom, deepen our understanding of God's grace, and become powerful
witnesses to His transformative love in the world.

Blog

In 2 Samuel, we find a story that resonates deeply with our human
experience - a story of betrayal, forgiveness, and the delicate balance between
justice and mercy. 2 Samuel 19:16-23 is a passage that elaborates on a pivotal
moment in King David's life and offers insights for our own spiritual journeys.

King David is returning to Jerusalem after a period of exile. His son
Absalom had led a rebellion against him, forcing David to flee. Now, with
Absalom defeated, David is coming home to reclaim his throne. But the road
back is far from smooth. As David approaches the Jordan River, he's met by a
man named Shimei. Now, Shimei isn't just any ordinary citizen. He's the same

East Renton Community Church eastrentonchurch.org/sermons



Small Group Leader Packet 8/4/24

person who, not long ago, hurled insults and stones at David as he fled
Jerusalem.

Imagine the tension in the air as Shimei rushes down to meet David. He's
not alone - a thousand men from the tribe of Benjamin accompany him. This
isn't just a personal matter; it has tribal and national implications. Shimei
doesn't come with excuses or defiance. Instead, he falls at David's feet,
acknowledging his past wrongs and begging for mercy. It's a dramatic
turnaround from his previous behavior.

But not everyone is ready to forgive and forget. Abishai, one of David's loyal
commanders, sees an opportunity for revenge. "Shouldn't this man be put to
death for cursing the Lord's anointed?" he asks. It's a fair question from a
human perspective. After all, insulting the king was a serious offense in those
days.

Here's where things get really interesting. David, who has every right to be
angry, chooses a different path. He rebukes Abishai, saying, "What do I have in
common with you, you sons of Zeruiah? This day you have becomemy
adversaries! Should anyone be put to death in Israel today? Do I not know
that today I am king over Israel?" With these words, David sets the tone for his
return to power. He chooses mercy over vengeance, reconciliation over
retribution.

David's decision to forgive Shimei isn't just about one man's fate. It's a
statement about the kind of leader David wants to be and the kind of nation
he hopes to build. By extending mercy, David is laying the groundwork for
national healing and unity. Think about it: Howmuch harder would it have
been to reunite the kingdom if David had started his return with executions?
His choice of mercy creates an atmosphere of hope and reconciliation. David's
response also reveals a deep understanding of true leadership. He recognizes
that his authority comes from God and should be exercised with wisdom and
restraint. It's a powerful reminder that leadership isn't about wielding power
for personal gain or vengeance, but about serving and uniting people.

This passage beautifully illustrates the complexity of human nature. We see
Shimei's dramatic change from a cursing enemy to a repentant subject. We
witness Abishai's understandable desire for justice (or is it revenge?). And we
observe David's struggle to balance justice with mercy. These characters
remind us that people are capable of both great wrongs and sincere
repentance. They challenge us to consider how we respond to those who
have wronged us and how we handle our own failures.

David's actions mirror God's mercy towards us. Just as David forgave
Shimei despite his serious offenses, God offers forgiveness to us through
Christ, regardless of our past sins. This story serves as a powerful illustration of
the gospel message.

Shimei's repentance and David's forgiveness highlight the transformative
power of genuine repentance and forgiveness. It's a reminder that no one is
beyond the reach of God's grace when they turn to Him with a sincere heart.
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David's understanding that he is "king over Israel" reflects a view of leadership
as stewardship. He sees his role not as an opportunity for personal vendetta
but as a responsibility to guide and unite the nation. This aligns with the
biblical view of leadership as service to God and others.

How often do we find ourselves in David's shoes, faced with the
opportunity to forgive someone who has deeply hurt us? Or perhaps we're
more like Shimei, needing to humble ourselves and seek forgiveness for our
wrongs. This passage challenges us to embrace the power of forgiveness in
our relationships. Whether we're leading a nation, a business, a ministry, or a
family, David's example calls us to lead with grace. Howmight our homes,
workplaces, and communities change if we prioritized mercy and
reconciliation over strict justice or personal gain? Life often presents us with
situations where justice and mercy seem at odds. David's story encourages us
to seek God's wisdom in these moments. It reminds us that true justice often
looks different frommere punishment.

● Can you recall a time when someone forgave you unexpectedly? How
did it impact you?

● In what areas of your life might God be calling you to extend
forgiveness, even when it's difficult?

East Renton Community Church eastrentonchurch.org/sermons


