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Unity In Christ

Kicking It Off:

If you could instantly learn any language in the world,
which would you choose and why?

Read:

Romans 15:1-13

Summary
The sermon focuses on the concept of Christian unity, challenging common
misconceptions and presenting a biblical perspective. The key ideas include:

1. True unity is rooted in Christlike selflessness, not in uniformity. It calls for the
strong to support the weak, mirroring Christ's sacrificial love.

2. The foundation of unity is God's Word and character. While allowing for
diversity in non-essential matters, there are core truths that cannot be
compromised.

3. Christian unity embraces diversity. It doesn't erase cultural, personality, or gift
differences but sees them as unique expressions of worship to the same Lord.

4. Lasting unity is empowered by the Holy Spirit, requiring daily surrender and
openness to God's leading.

The sermon contrasts this biblical unity with the world's concept of unity, which
often seeks uniformity in thought and appearance. Instead, Christian unity is about
relationship and connection despite differences.

The message emphasizes that while perfect unity may not be achievable in this life,
striving for Christ-centered unity brings the church closer to the vision of diverse
peoples worshipping together, as described in Revelation. In a world marked by
division, this understanding of unity offers a powerful alternative. It challenges
believers to daily surrender, selfless service, and commitment to truth, even when
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difficult. Ultimately, it presents unity in Christ as a testament to the gospel's power to
reconcile and unite diverse peoples under God's love.

Discussion Questions
1. True Christian unity is rooted in Christlike selflessness, not in uniformity. This

challenges us to consider how we interact with those who are different from
us or those we perceive as "weaker." Can you share a time when you had to
set aside your own interests or preferences for the sake of unity in your
church, family, or community? What challenges did you face, and what
did you learn from that experience?

2. Unity in the church should be based on God's Word and character. However,
determining what constitutes essential versus non-essential doctrines can
sometimes be challenging. How do you personally navigate disagreements
on theological or doctrinal issues while maintaining unity? Can you think
of a specific instance where you had to balance standing firm in your
beliefs with showing love and grace to someone who disagreed?

3. The sermon highlighted that Christian unity embraces diversity, seeing our
different cultures, personalities, and gifts as unique expressions of worship to
the same Lord. In what ways does your church or small group currently
celebrate diversity? Are there areas where you think your community
could grow in embracing and valuing differences more fully?

4. The sermon presented a vision of unity that stands in stark contrast to the
divisions we often see in our world today. It challenges us to be agents of this
Christ-centered unity in our daily lives. Think about the various communities
you're part of (work, neighborhood, social circles, etc.).What is one practical
step you could take this week to promote Christ-centered unity in one of
these areas? What potential obstacles might you face, and how could you
overcome them?

Sermon Notes
Romans 15:1-13
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We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not
to please ourselves. 2Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3

For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who
reproached you fell on me.” 4For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will
praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.” 10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”

11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.” 12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will

come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Outline
1. The Foundation of Unity: Christlike Selflessness

a. The strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak
(Romans 15:1-3)
i. Addressing inequity in the world
ii. Christ's example of humility and sacrifice

b. Unity is based on relationship, not sameness
i. Selflessness at the core of unity
ii. Comparison to marriage and parenting

c. The "why" of unity: Jesus' focus on uniting people with God
2. The Source of Unity: God's Word and Character

a. The importance of being united in truth
i. God's Word as the foundation of unity
ii. God's character revealed through Scripture

b. Non-negotiables in unity
i. Firmness on what truth is
ii. Distinguishing between primary and secondary doctrinal issues

c. Balancing love and truth in unity
3. The Scope of Unity: Embracing Diversity

a. The early church example: Jews and Gentiles coming together
b. Culture is not the gospel
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i. Using culture as a vehicle to worship God
ii. The church's answer to diversity issues

c. Diversity in personalities and gifts within the body of Christ
i. Different parts of the body with different functions
ii. Unity in worshiping the same Lord

d. Vision of heavenly unity (Revelation 7:9)
i. People from all nations, tribes, and languages
ii. United in worship despite differences

4. The Power of Unity: God's Spirit
a. Human inability to create lasting unity
b. The role of the Holy Spirit in creating unity (1 Corinthians 12:13)

i. Surrendering to God's Spirit
ii. The church as the temple of the Holy Spirit

c. Practical steps for embracing the Spirit's unifying power
i. Daily surrender and openness to the Spirit
ii. Adopting a posture of humility (kneeling before God)

5. Conclusion
a. Acknowledging the chaos and disunity in the world
b. The Holy Spirit as the only true source of unity

Notes
I've been thinking a lot about unity lately, and I've realized how often our

culture gets it wrong. We tend to think unity means surrounding ourselves with
people just like us, creating these echo chambers where everyone looks, thinks, and
acts alike. But that's not the unity Christ calls us to at all.

Real unity, I've come to see, is all about relationship. It's not about making
everyone the same, but about connecting despite our differences. This unity we're
called to is deeply rooted in Christ's example of selflessness. He was God, yet He
humbled Himself to become human for our sake. Now we're called to do the same -
to lay down our privileges and strengths for others.

This idea really challenges me, especially when I look at the inequities in our
world. There will always be those who are strong and those who are weak. But unity
doesn't mean evening the playing field entirely. Instead, it calls the strong to care for
the weak, to bear with their failings, to put others' interests before their own. It's a
high calling, one that goes against our natural inclinations.

Yet, this selflessness is the foundation of unity. I see it in Christ's sacrifice, in His
willingness to forego His divine privileges to serve us. And I'm challenged to embody
this same attitude in my relationships, in my church, in every aspect of my life.

But unity isn't just about selfless love. It's also grounded in truth. We unite
around God's Word and His character. This is where I sometimes struggle. How do
wemaintain unity when there are disagreements about interpretation or doctrine?
I've come to understand that while we should be united in the essential truths of our
faith, there's room for diversity in non-essential matters.

This balance of truth and love is crucial. We can't compromise on the
fundamental truths of Scripture or God's character, but we must approach
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differences with humility and grace. Unity doesn't mean agreeing on everything, but
it does mean treating each other with love and respect even when we disagree.

What excites me about this vision of unity is how it embraces diversity. In the
early church, Jews and Gentiles - groups with vastly different cultural backgrounds -
came together in Christ. Today, our churches should look the same way. We're not
united because we share the same culture, language, or customs, but because we
worship the same Lord. This reminds me that my culture, my personality, my unique
gifts - they're not obstacles to unity, but vehicles through which I can worship God.
Unity in diversity means we each bring our unique selves to the body of Christ,
contributing in ways only we can.

Yet, as much as I might strive for this unity, I've realized I can't create it on my
own. True unity comes through the power of God's Spirit. It requires a daily
surrender, a willingness to open myself to the Spirit's leading. Sometimes, I find
myself trying to close off the Spirit, afraid of what might happen if I fully submit. But
I'm learning that it's only when I kneel before God, fully surrendering to His will, that I
can experience true unity with others and with Him.

In our chaotic, divided world, this understanding of unity feels more crucial
than ever. It's not about creating more echo chambers or forcing conformity. It's
about diverse individuals coming together, laying down their own interests, standing
firm in truth, and allowing God's Spirit to work through them. This unity isn't easy. It
requires constant surrender, a willingness to serve others even when it's hard, and a
commitment to truth even when it's unpopular. But when we embrace it, we begin
to see a glimpse of what the church is meant to be - a place where people from every
nation, tribe, and tongue can come together, united not by their sameness, but by
their shared love for Christ. As I consider all this, I'm challenged to look at my own life.
Am I willing to lay downmy interests for others? Am I standing firm in truth while
also showing love? Am I allowing God's Spirit to work through me to create unity?
These are questions I need to keep asking myself as I try to contribute to the unity of
the body of Christ.

In the end, I keep coming back to that beautiful picture in Revelation - people
from every nation, tribe, and language, standing before God's throne in perfect unity.
That's what we're working towards. And while we may never get it perfectly right in
this life, every step we take towards true, Christ-centered unity brings us closer to
that glorious reality.

Blog
To appreciate this passage, we need to understand its place within the broader

context of the letter. Paul wrote Romans around 57 AD to address both Jewish and
Gentile Christians in Rome. The epistle covers themes like justification by faith, the
purpose of the law, and how Jews and Gentiles fit into God's plan of salvation. In
chapter 15, we find ourselves in the final portion of the letter, where Paul transitions
from theological explanations to practical applications. This section connects the
doctrinal arguments from earlier chapters with the personal greetings that conclude

East Renton Community Church eastrentonchurch.org/sermons



Small Group Leader Packet 6/30/24

the epistle. Romans 15:1-13 highlights a central theme woven throughout the letter:
the call for unity and mutual encouragement within the church. This passage isn't
just an afterthought but a vital application of the gospel principles Paul has
meticulously presented. Here, we see how the theological truths about being made
right with God through faith and the inclusion of the Gentiles should impact the
church's life together.

In these verses, Paul discusses the relationship between "strong" and "weak"
believers, the role of Scripture, Christ's ministry, and the inclusion of Gentiles in God's
plan. These themes combine to create a compelling call for unity, acceptance, and
hope within the body of Christ.

Paul starts this section with a challenging call: "We who are strong ought to bear
with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves" (v. 1). Here, the "strong"
probably refers to believers who fully understand their freedom in Christ, especially
regarding issues like dietary restrictions and sacred days. The "weak," in contrast, are
those who still feel constrained by such rules. This verse is a powerful reminder for
selflessness within the church. Paul isn't just saying the strong should tolerate the
weak, but that they should actively support them in their struggles. It reminds us
that our freedom in Christ is meant not for self-gratification, but for serving others.
Verse 2 expands on this idea: "Each of us should please our neighbors for their good,
to build them up." The goal isn't mere coexistence, but active encouragement. It
challenges me to think about howmy actions and attitudes can build up those
around me, particularly those who might be considered "weaker" in faith. In verse 3,
Paul roots this call in Christ's example: "For even Christ did not please himself but, as
it is written: 'The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.'" Quoting Psalm
69:9, Paul reminds us that Christ's entire ministry embodied self-sacrifice for others. If
Christ, who had every right to please Himself, instead chose to endure insults and
suffering for us, howmuch more should we be willing to support one another in our
weaknesses?

Verse 4 might seem like a tangent, but it's a vital link in Paul's argument: "For
everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might
have hope." Here, Paul affirms the continuing relevance of the Old Testament
Scriptures for Christian living. There are two purposes Paul assigns to Scripture here:
teaching endurance and providing encouragement, both leading to hope. This verse
reminds me that Scripture is not just informational, but a source of perseverance and
comfort in our faith journey. In verses 5-6, Paul turns this reflection into a prayer: "May
the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." Here, we see that God is
the ultimate source of the endurance and encouragement Scripture provides.
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Verse 7 acts as a hinge in this passage: "Accept one another, then, just as Christ
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God." This call echoes the earlier exhortation
to bear with one another, but grounds it solidly in Christ's acceptance of us.

In verses 8-9, Paul summarizes Christ's ministry: "For I tell you that Christ has
become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, so that the promises made to
the patriarchs might be confirmed and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy." This concise statement encapsulates Christ's work's dual purpose
– fulfilling God's promises to Israel and extending mercy to the Gentiles. To support
this idea of Gentile inclusion, Paul then quotes a series of Old Testament passages in
verses 9-12. These quotes from Psalm 18:49, Deuteronomy 32:43, Psalm 117:1, and
Isaiah 11:10 all point to God's plan to include Gentiles in His salvation. Paul uses these
Scriptures to show that including Gentiles was part of God's plan from the beginning,
not an afterthought. This realization should promote unity between Jewish and
Gentile believers, reminding them (and us) that we're all recipients of God's mercy.

The examination of Romans 15:1-13 reveals several significant theological
implications. These insights deepen our understanding of Paul's message and shape
our perspective on the Christian faith and community. A theological theme in this
passage is the nature of Christian unity. Paul's vision of unity extends far beyond
mere tolerance or peaceful coexistence. Instead, he presents a unity that is active,
self-sacrificing, and Christ-centered. This unity isn't based on uniformity of opinion or
practice, but on a shared commitment to "bear with the failings of the weak" (v. 1)
and to "please our neighbors for their good, to build them up" (v. 2). It's a unity that
demands humility and a readiness to set aside our own preferences for others' sake.
This unity is fundamentally grounded in our common experience of Christ's
acceptance (v. 7). We are called to accept one another not because we agree on
everything, but because Christ accepted us despite our failings. This theological
foundation for unity challenges me to reconsider how I approach disagreements
within the church and to prioritize acceptance and encouragement over being right.

Another crucial theological implication of this passage is the relationship between
Jewish and Gentile believers. Paul's argument here builds on his earlier discussions in
Romans about justification by faith and the inclusion of Gentiles in God's covenant.
By presenting Christ as both "a servant of the Jews" and the means by which "the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy" (v. 8-9), Paul affirms both the continuity of
God's covenant with Israel and the expansion of that covenant to include Gentiles.
This dual affirmation is vital for understanding the church's nature and its
relationship to Israel. Paul's use of Old Testament quotations to support Gentile
inclusion (v. 9-12) demonstrates that this inclusion was always part of God's plan. This
realization should foster a deep sense of unity between Jewish and Gentile believers,
reminding us that we are all recipients of God's grace and part of His redemptive
plan.

The role of Scripture in the Christian life is another significant theological theme in
this passage. Paul asserts that "everything that was written in the past was written to
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teach us" (v. 4), affirming the ongoing relevance and authority of the Old Testament
for Christian faith and practice. Paul attributes to Scripture the ability to produce
endurance and encouragement, leading to hope. This understanding of Scripture as
not just informative but transformative challenges me to approach Bible reading not
merely as an academic exercise, but as a means of spiritual formation and a
wellspring of hope.

And the most central theological implication of this passage is Christ's centrality in
our faith and practice. Christ is presented as the ultimate example of selflessness (v.
3), the fulfillment of God's promises (v. 8), the means of Gentile inclusion (v. 9), and
the source of our acceptance by God (v. 7). This Christ-centeredness is not just a
theological abstraction but has practical implications. We are called to have "the
same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had" (v. 5). Our unity, our
acceptance of others, our hope – all of these are grounded in and modeled after
Christ.

I'm reminded of the richness and depth of Paul's thought. He weaves together
themes of unity, diversity, Scripture, and Christology into a cohesive vision of the
Christian life and community. These theological truths are meant not to remain
abstract concepts, but to shape our attitudes, actions, and relationships within the
body of Christ.

● Paul calls the strong to bear with the failings of the weak and to prioritize the
needs of others over personal preferences. In what practical ways can we live
out this kind of selfless, others-focused unity in our church communities
today? How can we cultivate a Christlike mindset that seeks to build up
and support those who are "weaker" in faith?

● Romans 15 emphasizes the unity between Jewish and Gentile believers in
Christ, affirming that both groups are included in God's redemptive plan. How
does this theological truth speak to the divisions and tensions that
sometimes exist within diverse church communities today? In what ways
does our common identity in Christ transcend and transform our ethnic,
cultural, or socioeconomic difference?
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