
July 28, 2024 - Joe Davis 

Survival Tip #8 - “Learn From the Past” 

 

I. People who survive different circumstances often rely on les-
sons from the past, whether our own, or the experiences of oth-
ers who have gone before us.  (Job 8:8-9) 

 

    A. The importance of history 

 1. God puts a premium on people remembering their 

              history.  (Joshua 23:4, Psalm 136) 

 

 2. Persevering in hope (Romans 15:4) 

 

 3. Ex: typos (in Greek) “a mark that comes from a blow” 

             (1 Corinthians 10:6, 11, 12) 

 

    B. Josiah’s decision to follow God (2 Chronicles 34:1-2) 

 1. A decision influenced by his mother (2 Kings 22:1) 

 

 2. A decision confirmed by his own choice 

             (2 Chronicles 34:3) 

 

    C. Acting on the lessons of history 

 1. Diversity versus pluralism 

 

 2. Letting God’s word do it’s work (Hebrews 4:12) 

 

Martin Luther  - “God’s word is alive, it speaks to me.  It has 
feet; it runs after me.  It has hands; it lays hold of me.” 

 

II. Three ways to learn from the past 

    A. Take history seriously 

 

    B. Learn from your own personal history (Psalm 119:67) 

 

    C. Find heroes to emulate (1 Corinthians 11:1) 
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