NEW ZION SAN MARCOS ¢ BIBLE STUDY SERIES

UNEQUALLY YOKED

Two Worldviews, One Yoke, and What Paul Actually Meant

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?”

— 2 CORINTHIANS 6:14 (KJV)



THE SERIES

Where We're Going

Believer vs. Unbeliever

The real separation — nature and allegiance

Not Just Marriage

Everything that binds us

Worldview vs. Biblical Worldview

Two different answer keys to life

Why Paul Said This

The Church at Corinth, then and now

Not a Get-Out-of-Evangelism Card

Separation is FOR the mission



INTRODUCTION

One of The Most Misquoted Verses

WHAT WE’'VE HEARD WHAT PAUL MEANT

e Written to an ENTIRE church blending God’s
e “Don’t marry an unbeliever.” standards with the culture.

e Yes — that application is certainly true... e Remain distinct in EVERY relationship that binds you

e ..butit only captures PART of what Paul was

addressing. e business ® worship ® partnerships e alliances e

covenants
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KEY FOCUS

Being unequally yoked is ultimately about
where our loyalty belongs —

refusing to unite ourselves in ways that
compete with our devotion to Christ.



WHY THIS MATTERS

Surface Conviction vs. Deep Conviction

SURFACE CONVICTION DEEP CONVICTION

e Feels bad — but isn’t convinced enough to walk away

Truth transforms the heart AND the mind

e Based on emotions, half-truths, and “everybody’s doing SeiEen s clhaasr dien dha aEiis
it”

. . Walks away — and stays awa
e Keeps returning to what God said to leave y y y

Surface-level conviction produces temporary regret. Deep conviction produces lasting
repentance.



THE FULL PASSAGE

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

— 2 CORINTHIANS 6:14-16 (KJV)



Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto

you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

— 2 CORINTHIANS 6:17-18 (KJV)

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from

all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

— 2 CORINTHIANS 7:1 (KJV)



CONTEXT MATTERS

This Command Does Not Stand Alone

You can’t take a few words from a verse and apply them by themselves. That’s like putting lotion on your legs and leaving
your ankles alone.

OLD TESTAMENT LANGUAGE

1
Paul quotes Leviticus, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 2 Samuel — the New Testament is the FULFILLMENT of the first, and the principles still apply.
A PROMISE OF ADOPTION
2
“I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters.”
A CALL TO HOLINESS
3

“Let us cleanse ourselves... perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

Paul is not giving a rule — he is making an argument rooted in IDENTITY: who you are determines what you can be bound to.



PART ONE

WHAT IS A YOKE?

A wooden crossbeam that binds two animals together at the neck
so they pull ONE load in ONE direction.

ONE LOAD. ONE DIRECTION. ONE DESTINATION.



PART ONE o THE YOKE

Proximity Is Not Partnership

A YOKE IS NOT..

e Casual contact
e Friendship or conversation
e  Proximity or influence

e Friendships can END — you keep your freedom

Paul’s concern was never proximity — it was PARTNERSHIP. Jesus was around sinners His whole life without
ever being yoked to sin.



THE LAW BEHIND THE LANGUAGE

Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.

— DEUTERONOMY 22:10 (KJV)
Why did God prohibit that? They are mismatched at the level of NATURE:

Different Different Different Different

STRENGTH STRIDE HEIGHT TEMPERAMENT

Yoke them together and the plow line goes from straight to crooked. The stronger animal is worn down. The weaker one is
irritated and injured. The problem is not that either animal is worthless — they are different kinds of creatures, forced to
function as one when they cannot.



THE COST OF A CROOKED PLOW LINE

You will still produce a crop —

but you will miss the harvest.



THE GREEK

heterozygeo

“other-yoked” e “mismatched in the yoke”

Echoes the Greek of Leviticus 19:19 — the law against joining animals of a different kind (heterozygos).

THE BELIEVER THE UNBELIEVER

A NEW CREATION STILL DEAD IN SIN

“Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” “Dead in trespasses and sins.” — Eph. 2:1. Not a lesser person —
— 2 Cor. 5:17 a different NATURE.

Not social snobbery. Not cliques. A CATEGORY statement — two different kinds of creatures.



THE REAL ISSUE IS LORDSHIP

Every yoke has a master.

Every yoke asks one question:

“Who is setting the direction?”

If two people are bound together but answer to different authorities,
tension isn’t possible — it’s inevitable. The issue is not personality. It is LORDSHIP.



DEEPER THAN MARRIAGE

Where Yokes Form

Business Partnerships

Whose standard wins when profit and
conviction collide?

Friend Groups

“Bad company corrupts good
character.” Influence is never neutral.

Ministry Alliances

Faithfulness or platform? Kingdom or
brand?

Dating “Potential”

You don’t marry potential — you
marry reality.

Dating Relationships

Does Christ truly GOVERN their life —
or just get mentioned?

Career Opportunities

Success that requires disobedience is
never success.

Financial Entanglements

Co-signing debt means co-signing
character.

Cultural Movements

Is it pulling you toward Christ — or
redefining what He said?




SAY IT PLAIN

You don't marry potential.

You marry reality.

A yoke is based on who someone is TODAY — not who you hope they become tomorrow.



TURN IT INWARD

The First Unequal Yoke May Be Your Own Flesh

Before you ask whether someone else is unequally yoked to you — ask: where is MY flesh trying to take me?

YOUR FLESH WANTS.. YOUR SPIRIT WANTS..

e Comfort e Christ

e What feels good NOW e What glorifies God

e “Do what makes you happy” e “Deny yourself, take up your cross, follow Jesus”

One part of you wants God. The other part wants the world. You're trying to move in two directions at the same
time — no wonder you're exhausted.
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Whatever you keep feeding
will eventually become strong enough

to lead you.



EXAMINE YOUR YOKES

Ask Yourself Honestly

1 What am | yoked to that is pulling me away from Christ?

2 Where have | allowed my flesh to have more influence than the Holy Spirit?

What relationship, habit, ambition, or compromise have | been defending that God is asking me to
surrender?

Is this helping me become more like Jesus — or making it easier for my flesh to stay alive?



THE RESPONSE

Repentance Is a Change of Direction

Repentance is not just feeling sorry. Repentance is agreeing with God enough to change
direction.

e Stop negotiating with the things that keep you bound.
e Stop calling compromise “wisdom.”
e Stop waiting for someone else to change before YOU obey God.

e Lay every competing allegiance at His feet — confess it, surrender it, walk away if obedience requires
it.
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“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my

burden is light.”

— MATTHEW 11:28-30 (KJV)

Every soul will wear a yoke. The only question is WHOSE.

Every other yoke leaves you exhausted, divided, and empty. Only the yoke of Jesus leads to true freedom —
because He carries it with you.
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Surrender isn’t the loss of freedom.

It is where true freedom begins.

If the Holy Spirit has put His finger on something today — don’t ignore it. Respond.
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