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THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR	

Learning as we worship: (watch for the *** for explanations of the 
reasons we practice certain parts of the Divine Service): 

+ God Removes our Sin and Guilt + 

*** The reason for public confession and absolution is not to drag 
us down reminding us of sin, but in order that when we gather in 
the presence of Almighty God we may be honest about our lives 
and not justify our sins before the face of God who sees all things, 
including our hearts. When we confess sins, it is not simply for the 
purpose of confession, although we do receive great blessings in 
confessing sins. It is ultimately for the purpose of leading us to the 
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perfection and righteousness of Jesus Christ. We stand before God 
and come boldly to His throne of grace, not because we are able to 
live perfect lives, but rather, because of our Lord’s perfection, 
given us in our baptism. Therefore, confession and absolution 
reminds us that our righteousness is not our own, but is the 
righteousness of another, namely Jesus of Nazareth crucified and 
risen for the forgiveness of all our sins. His forgiveness inspires us 
to forgive others in Christ. 

Prelude 

**Our service will begin with chanting from the altar. Once the 
prelude music has finished the chanting will begin 

Chanting from the Altar	 	                       Psalm 46 
1God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 
	 a very present help in | trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 
	 though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea, 
3though its waters | roar and foam,* 
	 though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 
	 the holy habitation of the | Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 
	 God will help her when | morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 
	 he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 
	 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 
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Opening Hymn 

**Please stand if you’re able on the last verse of the hymn 

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

P	 In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C	 Amen. 

P	 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C	 who made heaven and earth. 
  
P	 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C	 But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
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P	 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

C	 Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P	 Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C	 Amen. 

+ God Comes to Us in His Holy Word + 

Introit                                  	Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8 
Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
	 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 
	 who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 
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Lift up your hands to the holy place 
	 and bless the LORD! 
May the LORD bless you from Zion, 
	 he who made heaven and earth! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
	 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
	 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
	 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

Kyrie	 	                        LSB 204 

 

Gloria in Excelsis	      	                        LSB 204 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P	 The Lord be with you. 
C	 And also with you. 
  
P	 Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of 
Your cross. Forgive Your people their offenses that we, 
being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at 
last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C	 Amen. 

**Please be seated 

Old Testament Reading	                  	             	Malachi 3:13–18 
	 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. 
But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14You have 
said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping 
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his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of 
hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not 
only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” 
	 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. 
The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him of those who feared the 
LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the 
LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured 
possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who 
serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who 
serves God and one who does not serve him.” 
  
A	This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Sermon               The children are invited to the altar 

Epistle	 	         Colossians 1:13–20 
	 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
	 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. 16For by him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything 
he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to 
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himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross. 
  
A	This is the Word of the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

**Please stand if you’re able 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel	 	                Luke 23:27–43 
P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third 

chapter. 
C	 Glory to You, O Lord. 
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	 27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people 
and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 
28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do 
not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will 
say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore 
and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to 
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 
31For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” 
	 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to 
death with him. 33And when they came to the place that is 
called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast 
lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, 
watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 
Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of 
the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over 
him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
	 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, 
saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But 
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we 
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our 
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise.” 

Page  of 10 22



  
P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C	 Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles’ Creed 
C	 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

**Please be seated 
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813 Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 

 

 

 

 

5	 Still lift your standard high, 
    Still march in firm array, 
As pilgrims through the darkness wend 
    Till dawns the golden day. Refrain 

6	 At last the march shall end; 
    The wearied ones shall rest; 
The pilgrims find their home at last, 
    Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

	 7	 Praise Him who reigns on high, 
    The Lord whom we adore: 
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The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
    One God forevermore. Refrain 

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt. 
Tune: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834–1916 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon	 	      Pastor Jason K. Cody 

Prayer of the Church	 	                From the altar 

Offering	 	      Organist Instrumental 

+ God Comes to us in His Holy Sacrament + 
***FROM THE PASTOR: Greetings, dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ! Jesus Himself won the right for you to take the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. However, Holy Scripture gives us very 
specific teachings about when it is proper for a person to 
commune, and when it is not. If you are not already a member of 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod or have not spoken with me, 
please kindly refrain from communing with us today. If you are not 
communing this morning, you are welcome to remain comfortably 
in your pew and use the time for personal prayer. If you would like 
to come forward to the altar and not commune, please cross your 
arms across your chest, as a sign that you are not communing, and 
I will gladly pray with you at the altar. Thanks for being here! 
Remember Jesus won us the right to commune, but since it was His 
hard work, let’s respect His teaching on when we should and when 
we should not commune. 

**Please stand if you’re able 
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Preface	 	                        LSB 208 
P	 The Lord be with you. 
C	 And also with you. 
  
P	 Lift up your hearts. 
C	 We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C	 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P	 It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to 
us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise 
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus	 	                        LSB 208 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P	 Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, 
in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His 
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 
and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation 
that come to us in His body and blood. 
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C	 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 
P	 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C	 Amen. 

Agnus Dei	 	                        LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

**Please be seated 

Page  of 17 22



Distribution Hymns 
610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
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5	 Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

6	 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

7	 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

	 8	 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 

**Please stand if you’re able 
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Nunc Dimittis	 	                        LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A	Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your 
Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His 
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coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no 
end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C	 Amen. 

Benedicamus	 	                        LSB 212 
A	Let us bless the Lord. 
C	 Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 
P	 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C	 Amen. 

Hymn to Depart 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns		                      sts. 1, 3, 5 
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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