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THE	EIGHTEENTH	SUNDAY	AFTER	PENTECOST	
Learning as we worship: (watch for the *** for explanations of the reasons we 
practice certain parts of the Divine Service): 

+ God Removes our Sin and Guilt + 
*** The reason for public confession and absolution is not to drag us down 
reminding us of sin, but in order that when we gather in the presence of Almighty 
God we may be honest about our lives and not justify our sins before the face of 
God who sees all things, including our hearts. When we confess sins, it is not simply 
for the purpose of confession, although we do receive great blessings in confessing 
sins. It is ultimately for the purpose of leading us to the perfection and 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. We stand before God and come boldly to His throne 
of grace, not because we are able to live perfect lives, but rather, because of our 
Lord’s perfection, given us in our baptism. Therefore, confession and absolution 
reminds us that our righteousness is not our own, but is the righteousness of 
another, namely Jesus of Nazareth crucified and risen for the forgiveness of all our 
sins. His forgiveness inspires us to forgive others in Christ. 

Pastor’s Welcome 
549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 
lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

*** When the pastor speaks Holy absolution in the Divine Service he is simply a 
mouthpiece of God. He is being used by God so that we might hear a real voice, at 
a real time, on a real day, at a real address, say that our sins are really forgiven. 
Hear the pastor as if God is speaking directly to you, for He is serving in the Office 
of the Keys, an office called by God. Go forth undoubting that all our sins are truly 
forgiven. Jesus bore every single one on the cross. In this we rejoice with joy 
unceasing! 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
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your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.

C Amen. 

Introit                                                  Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 
He determines the number of the stars; 
 he gives to all of them their names. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 

*** The term “Kyrie” is a Koine (Common) Greek word that means “Lord”. This is 
arguably one of the oldest parts of the our church service, dating back to the 2nd 
century AD and probably before. Think about it, the Kyrie was probably something 
the 12 the disciples said with Jesus when He was with them. Amazing!! 
Kyrie                              LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis                              LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and 
authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, 
confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 

**Please be seated 

Old Testament Reading            Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by 
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I 
live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by 
you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as 
well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and 
does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he 
shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the 
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall 
save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not 
die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O 
house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not 
just? 
 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one 
according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from 
all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from 
you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house 
of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 
Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Children's Sermon                              Children are invited to the altar 

Epistle                Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 
 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my 
joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. . . . 
 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights 
in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial 
offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise 
you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

**Please stand if you're able 

***The reason we stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel is simply to show 
reverence and respect for God’s Holy Word when it is read. We read the Gospel 
reading from the center of the Nave in order to help us remember God’s Word is 
with us in our Lord Jesus. Through His Word and Spirit He promises to be with us 
always. 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel                Matthew 21:23–27 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, 
and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it 
come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 
27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Page  of 7 16



***We confess the creeds; Nicene, Apostle’s and Athanasian creeds, not only to 
state what we believe together, but also to learn by repetition. So often it is 
challenging to know what to say when someone ask you about your faith. The 
creeds along with Scripture give us something to commit to memory so that we are 
ready to give an answer when someone asks us the reason for the hope that is in us. 

Athanasian Creed                           Part 1 of 3 
C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic 

faith. 
Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without 
doubt perish eternally. 
And the catholic faith is this, 
that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy 
Spirit is another. 
But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 
Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy 
Spirit: 
the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit 
uncreated; 
the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 
the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 
And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 
just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one 
Uncreated and one Infinite. 

**Please be seated 

***Even though the Hymn of the Day may be a new hymn to some of us, it’s an 
amazing reality within our Lutheran Church Missouri Synod! It’s amazing because 
each congregation scattered throughout the world, sings the same Hymn of the Day 
on the Lord’s Day during the Divine Service. Isn’t it incredible to think of all the 
Christians singing this hymn together, as our voices raise to heaven as one sound of 
praise & thanksgiving to our Lord! Oh how this must be pleasing to His ears! 
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Hymn of the Day 
655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

***Early Lutheran Christians understood that when they were looking for an 
answer to a question or problem in their lives, the best place to get the answer to 
was to attend Church and listen to the sermon. 

Sermon            Pastor Jason K. Cody 

Prayer of the Church                      From the altar 

Installation of School Director/Teacher                  Mrs. Annie Nissen 

***In the early church the gifts were brought forward to the altar, and were often 
not coins or currency, but crops, wool, butter, cheese, etc. Among these gifts were 
also the unleavened bread and wine to use in the Holy Sacrament for that day! 
Church fellowship is about living life together! What a blessing it is to share a 
portion of the things God has blessed us with, with one another in Christ! 

Offering            Organist Instrumental 

+ God Comes to us in His Holy Sacrament + 
***FROM THE PASTOR: Greetings, dear brothers and sisters in Christ! Jesus 
Himself won the right for you to take the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. However, 
Holy Scripture gives us very specific teachings about when it is proper for a person 
to commune, and when it is not. If you are not already a member of the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod or have not spoken with me, please kindly refrain from 
communing with us today. If you are not communing this morning, you are welcome 
to remain comfortably in your pew and use the time for personal prayer. If you 
would like to come forward to the altar and not commune, please cross your arms 
across your chest, as a sign that you are not communing, and I will gladly pray with 
you at the altar. Thanks for being here! Remember Jesus won us the right to 
commune, but since it was His hard work, let’s respect His teaching on when we 
should and when we should not commune. 

**Please stand if you’re able 
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Preface                              LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus                              LSB 208 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and 
all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, 
You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who 
trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

**Please be seated 

Distribution Hymns 
456 Were You There 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

**Please stand if you're able 

Nunc Dimittis                              LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus                              LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

***Even if we miss the rest of the church service we should still come to hear the 
Benediction. Within the Benediction is the blessing of God! In Biblical Hebrew the 
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emotions are described by expressions of the face. For example the emotion 
“angry” in Hebrew is literally “a hot nose.” Knowing this helps us understand the 
Benediction even more! When God’s called servant announces to the congregation 
that God “makes His face shine upon you” it is showing us how He feels towards us 
in Christ. We have His approval!! He is not angry, but is pleased with us! What a 
blessing! 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

**Please be seated 

Closing Hymn 
543 What Wondrous Love Is This 

Organist Allen Stolp 

Circuit Prayers: 
St. John’s, Canon City and Pastor Dan Kletke, Bethany & Our Savior in 
Pueblo as they await a response from the called pastor, Hope Lutheran in 
Westcliffe, St. Peter's in Monte Vista.


District Prayers:  
St. John in Salt Lake City, Grace in Moab UT, Immanuel in Artesia NM, Grace 
Lutheran in El Paso, TX, District staff as the Worker's Conference approaches. 

Synodical Prayers: 
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Prayers for President Harrison and staff 

Serving on the hospital board: 
Jim Ehrlich - St. Peter's, Jan Gay, Karla Hardesty, Kathy Lorenz, Marcie 

Schulz  

Serving in the military: 
UNITED STATES NAVY - Chris Keller 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE - Thaddaeus Cody 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE - Kaylin Rice 
UNITED STATES ARMY - Eric Lorenz 

Important Announcements: 
September 29th - Theology on Tap will meet at the Brewery at 6:00pm.  

We need a Sunday School Teacher for our young people. 

Please check the bulletin board to find which student you can be praying for 
during this school year. 

Prayer Team  - How can we pray for you? 
Trinity's Prayer Ministry Team is ready to receive your prayer request! You can 
submit your request directly to one of the team members or through the church 
website. Please, provide a simple request along with your name and contact 
info so we can follow up with you.  We would love to have updates and praise 
reports! 

TLC Finances:                     August 2026                 Fiscal Year to date 
Giving                                    $ 23,544.05                   $ 138,680.82 
Expenses                                $ 15,509.56                   $   37,336.69  
 

Check out our website, and remember, our services are broadcast live every 
Sunday at 10am.  If you can't make it to church you can still join us as we 
worship.   
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