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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Learning as we worship: (watch for the *** for explanations of the reasons we
practice certain parts of the Divine Service):

+ God Removes our Sin and Guilt +

**% The reason for public confession and absolution is not to drag us down
reminding us of sin, but in order that when we gather in the presence of
Almighty God we may be honest about our lives and not justify our sins before
the face of God who sees all things, including our hearts. When we confess
sins, it is not simply for the purpose of confession, although we do receive great
blessings in confessing sins. It is ultimately for the purpose of leading us to the
perfection and righteousness of Jesus Christ. We stand before God and come
boldly to His throne of grace, not because we are able to live perfect lives, but
rather, because of our Lord s perfection, given us in our baptism. Therefore,
confession and absolution reminds us that our righteousness is not our own, but
is the righteousness of another, namely Jesus of Nazareth crucified and risen
for the forgiveness of all our sins. His forgiveness inspires us to forgive others

in Christ.
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**After the prelude music has concluded the chanting will begin
Chanting from the Altar

Psalm Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 2

IPraise | the LORD!*
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2[ will praise the LORD as long | as I live;*
I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.

3Put not your trust in | princes,*
in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.
4When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
on that very day his plans | perish.

SBlessed is he whose help 1s the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | LORD his God,

6who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*

who keeps faith for- | ever;
who executes justice for | the oppressed,™
who gives food to the | hungry.

The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the | righteous.
9The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.

10The LORD will reign for- | ever,*
your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD!

**Please stand if you're able

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

@!

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Qv N '™

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+ God Comes to us in His Holy Word +
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Introit adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

Page 5 of 18



P Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant
that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be
fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.
**Please be seated

First Reading Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

INow in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It 1s not right that we
should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore,
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will
devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” SAnd what
they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor,
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These
they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests
became obedient to the faith.

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and
signs among the people. °Then some of those who belonged to the
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of
the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed
with Stephen. . . .

2And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .
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5I'You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always
resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the
prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have
now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by
angels and did not keep it.”

54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground
their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 5And
he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and
stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 53Then they cast him out of
the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the
feet of a young man named Saul. 5°And as they were stoning Stephen, he
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ©0And falling to his knees he
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And
when he had said this, he fell asleep.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Children’'s Sermon The children are invited to the altar

Epistle I Peter 2:2-10

2] ike newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you
may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.

4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious, Syou yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢For it stands in
Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
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7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 190Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

A This 1s the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

**Please stand if you're able

Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel John 14:1-14

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

I[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that
where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am
going.” SThomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” ¢Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
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truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you
had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”
9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? 19Do you not believe that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me
that I am 1n the Father and the Father 1s in me, or else believe on account
of the works themselves.

12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am
going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I
will do it.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Page 9 of 18



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life + everlasting. Amen.
**Please be seated

Hymn of the Day
633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

Sermon Pastor Jason K. Cody

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

Offering & Offering Hymn
912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone

**Please stand if you're able

Prayer of the Church From the altar

+ God Comes to us in His Holy Sacrament +

*¥EEROM THE PASTOR: Greetings, dear brothers and sisters in Christ! Jesus

Himself won the right for you to take the Sacrament of the Lord s Supper.

However, Holy Scripture gives us very

specific teachings about when it is proper for a person to commune, and when

it is not. If you are not already a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri

Synod or have not spoken with me,

please kindly refrain from communing with us today. If you are not communing

this morning, you are welcome to remain comfortably in your pew and use the

time for personal prayer. If you would like to come forward to the altar and not
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commune, please cross your arms across your chest, as a sign that you are not
communing, and I will gladly pray with you at the altar. Thanks for being here!
Remember Jesus won us the right to commune, but since it was His

hard work, let s respect His teaching on when we should and when we should
not commune.

Preface LSB 194
P The Lord be with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.
And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the
glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb,
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
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forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My + blood, which 1s shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer -cyup-on us.
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**Please be seated
Distribution Hymns
465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
411 | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
p e
S s
and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank
You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus , LSB 202

A Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
T
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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861 Christ Be My Leader

Organist Allen Stolp

Circuit Prayers:
St. John’s, Canon City and Pastor Dan Kletke, all 3 Pueblo churches as they
begin the call process.

District Prayers:
St. John in Salt Lake City, Grace in Moab UT, Immanuel in Artesia NM,
Immanuel in Roswell NM

Synodical Prayers:
upcoming presidential election July 2026
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Serving on the hospital board:
Jim Ehrlich - St. Peter's, Jan Gay, Karla Hardesty, Kathy Lorenz, Marcie Schulz

Serving in the military:

UNITED STATES NAVY - Chris Keller

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE - Thaddaeus Cody
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE - Kaylin Rice

Important Announcements:

The school has extra Slice the Price discount cards from Domino's Pizza!
Each card is $20, can be used as many times as you'd like and gets you a FREE
large pizza for each large pizza you buy! Contact Patricia.

May 4-8 is Teacher Appreciation Week

May 8th, 8:30am - 3:00pm An aging conference will be held at Ski Hi Park
in Monte Vista. Topics will include estate planning, wills, burial arrangements
and grief as well as others.

May 8th, 6:30-8:00pm the school is sponsoring the Prince's Ball, Son of
Kings. This mother/son or aunt/nephew or grandma/grandson event will be
held in the fellowship hall. Cost is $15/couple or family, concessions will be
available.

May 17 We will have a Special Voter's Meeting.
Packing TLC Bags has been moved from May 17th to 24th.

Tuesday, May 26th - Ladies of Trinity mark this date on your calendar. We
will meet at noon for a salad lunch and then Pastor Jason will conduct a

Prayer Service. I hope you can all make this. Any further questions contact
me at 307-631-8740 or gpford445@gmail.com.

Prayer Team - How can we pray for you?

Trinity's Prayer Ministry Team is ready to receive your prayer request! You can
submit your request directly to one of the team members or through the church
website. Please, provide a simple request along with your name and contact
info so we can follow up with you. We would love to have updates and praise
reports!
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You have the option to have the request forwarded to the prayer chain if you
want, otherwise i1t will stay with the prayer team.

Would you like to join the team? Or the prayer chain? Let us know!

Members who have volunteered so far are: Pastor Jason, Cheri Crowder, Jan
Gay, Gary Ford, Randy Ristau, Judith and Dick Gritz.

We are excited to see how God will work!

A great resource for estate and financial planning 1s Jason Jones with LCMS
Foundation. You can email him at jason.jones@]lfnd.org

TLC Finances:

2026 Fiscal Year to date
Giving $13,267.78 $ 140,221.86
Expenses $16,778.71 $ 153,596.36

Christian Marriage and Family Counseling Resources:
Focus On the Family Christian - (855) 771-4357
christiancounselorsnetwork.com
Grace Point Institute (@ www.relationalhealth.org
Cross Life Ministries - www.aorhope.org/counseling
ReStory Counseling - www.restory.life 1 (855) RESTORY,
virtual Christian counseling for rural Colorado.
His Way Christian Counseling - www.hiswaycounselingslv.com
(719) 490-8811 or tenaj@hiswaycounselingslv.com
Virtual counseling for the San Luis Valley
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