




Jonah: Worst Missionary Ever?



God provides everything we need to join Him in 
showing His compassion to the world. 



Jonah 1:1-2

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of 
Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
preach against it, because its wickedness has 
come up before me.”
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• Jonah
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The LORD provides for Jonah:  
1.  A fish to carry him (1:17)
2. A plant to comfort him (4:6)
3. A worm to confront him (4:7)
4. A wind to compel him (4:8)



Jonah 1:17

Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow 
Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights.

1. A Fish to Carry Him



Jonah 4:6

Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant and 
made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for 
his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah 
was very happy about the plant.

2. A Plant to Comfort Him



Jonah 4:7

But at dawn the next day God provided a 
worm, which chewed the plant so that it 
withered.

3. A Worm to Confront Him



Jonah 4:8

8 When the sun rose, God provided a 
scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on 
Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted 
to die, and said, “It would be better for me to 
die than to live.”

4. A Wind to Compel Him
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The LORD provides for us through Jesus:  
1.  A fish - the salvation of Christ
2. A plant - the comfort of Christ
3. A worm - the sacrifice of Christ
4. A wind - the Spirit of Christ



A Fish: the Salvation of Christ



Ichthus (ΙΧΘΥΣ)

A Fish: the Salvation of Christ



Matthew 12:38-41

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees 
answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to 
see a sign from you.” 39 But he answered 
them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks 
for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except 
the sign of the prophet Jonah.



Matthew 12:38-41

40 For just as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the 
Son of Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh 
will rise up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it, for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here.



A Plant: the Comfort of Christ



John 15:5

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”



A Worm: the Sacrifice of Christ

Hebrew - tolah
English - Crimson worm



The Denial of Christ 
(Carl Bloch)



A Worm: the Sacrifice of Christ



A Worm: the Sacrifice of Christ

“I am a worm and not a man” (Psalm 22:6)

“They are red like crimson” (Isaiah 1:18)



A Wind: the Spirit of Christ

•  Wind - Hebrew ruah (Jonah 4:8, Gen 1:2)

•  New Testament: pneuma - wind / Spirit (Rev 22:17)

•  Acts 20:22 - “Compelled by the Spirit”…testifying to 
the good news of God’s grace
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God provides everything we need to join Him in 
showing His compassion to the world. 






