“‘Beauty” / Sent (Advent 2017)

What we see as beautiful (above all) — moves us to declare it as great (est above all.

"Then we went to Constantinople and they led us to the
place where they worship their God, and we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth, for on earth there is no
such vision nor beauty, and we do not know how to describe it; we only know that God dwells among men. We cannot

What we see as beautiful (above all) — moves us to declare it as great(est above all.)

I believe the nations - people are still looking for something that is bigger than the chaos and overwhelming darkness of this
world. Maybe the question is this - [s there something greater than the brokenness of this world? Our answers - Escape and
Comfort are good, but the brokenness of this world is always there no matter how well we escape or comfortable we get.
Relationships are powerful - but they often leave us aching and hopeless when they end - and unfortunately all relationships
end. Religion: rules and morals give us structure but no real hope against the darkest moments. Is this your religion? If so,
hear God today, please. There is something more about Jesus - when we see him not just as a truth or an answer - but when we
see His Beauty - His overwhelming stunning, glorious beauty. He gives us real hope - a real tangible living God that is greater
than the ugliness & brokenness of this world.

When we see (engage) Jesus as the Beautiful One — we will declare (embrace) Him as the Greatest One.

01. How does Jesus reveal God as the Beautiful One?

02. How do we declare (reveal) Jesus as the Beautiful One - as we are sent to the nations? 5:15
During this Advent season — we celebrate that Jesus was sent to us but we also are realizing that he now sends us
with Him. Each week we are looking at the different ways God calls us to be sent. Last week Brian talked about
how we are corporately sent as the body to our community. Today we talk about how we are sent to the nations.

Isaiah 49:3 (ESV) And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom | will be glorified.” (display my beauty)

This was to be Israel’s (God’s people’s) role. But - they only displayed their own glory - and displayed an ugly distorted god.
So God the Father - sent a better perfect Israel - Jesus his son to display God’s glory - His ultimate beauty.

01. How does Jesus reveal God as the Beautiful One? God help me see Jesus’ beauty today?

1) by Putting on Flesh

Not because he was beautiful or stunnlni in aiiearance as a man. _
How did iuttlni on flesh reveal the beaui of God?

By putting on flesh - Jesus revealed God as the Beautiful One. Can you see Him, Jesus the beautiful one?

2) by Putting on Death (1 say “putting on” because just like putting on flesh, it was a choice)

e Jesus death didn’t reveal God’s beauty because IT was a beautiful act. No, IT was the ugliest and most vile
act of butchery ever committed on this earth. SinFULL men took holy God and brutally killed him. No
beautiful act

® Rather, IN the ugliest act of history, evil unknowingly ripped the veil, the cover off the ultimate beauty in Jesus.



How did Jesus - the Beautiful One - reveal God’s Beauty in putting on death? 10:30
Jesus displayed the ultimate beauty of God by allowing himself to be humiliated. Look at this with me!

Don’t turn away - and I believe you will see beauty that is stunning, overwhelming, and greater than
Jesus is God. And ...

God is all-powerful & unbound by time & space, & to be captured and bound, he had to let it happened.
God is all-powerful, & to be accused and mocked as evil for pretending to be God, he had to let it happen.
God is all-powerful, & to beat by men - the men he created, he had to let it happen.

God is all-powerful and holy, and to have the weight of all our sin, your sin, my sin - placed on him and to
be judged as guilty, he who had only know perfect innocence and holiness, he had to let it happen.

God is all-powerful & eternal, & to die by the hands of men - he was dying for, he had to let it happen.
God is all-powerful, and yet he was humiliated for us. He was condemned to remove our condemnation. He
was broken, to conquer the brokenness of this world. He took all sin and evil to crush it in his death and rez!

Do you see His Beauty?

By putting on death - Jesus revealed God as the Beautiful One. Can you see Him as the Beautiful One?
When you see Jesus as the Beautiful One — you will embrace Him (trust your soul to Him to make you

riclyht with God, to ioriive and heal all iour brokennessi & iou will declare Him as the Greatest One.

Have you embraced Him as the beautiful - your Lord, your Savior - who was condemned for you? 14:00

02. How do we declare (reveal) Jesus as the Beautiful One - as we are sent to the nations?

This “random act of culture” in Ontario is a wonderful picture for how the church should engage the nations Instead of
cynical senders who hoard our treasure of people and money - let’s become extravagant senders and givers who realize
the greatest treasure we have is not our friends or money - but the life of Jesus in us by his very death. How do we
reveal the beauty of Jesus to the nations?

We reveal Jesus as beautiful to the nations just as Jesus reveals his beauty: 1) putting on flesh; 2) putting on death.

1) by Putting on Flesh (incarnational living) Jesus came to rescue us — to be with Him. This reveals the beauty of
God above all other beauties. This happened because he came and lived among us — God with us. We are called to
live amongst people to reveal the beauty of God. Because God is in us — he will reveal Himself thru us as we live
up close, in relationship. Life together, not just making drive bys. How do we do this as we are sent to the nations?
e Raising up local disciple makers among a people group



Will you help us go to the nations by giving to our ONE8 Fund which will help support these ministries?

e Moving to live among a people group

Prayer request for the confusion and tension our govts announcement caused in her friends and in the Muslim world.

Not everyone is called to this — but God is calling some. Is this you? Are you open? We are praying God sends.

e Going together as team - to work alongside locals

Will you go with us? It makes a difference in the Kingdom when we go to the nations together.

This is the 1st way Jesus showed us to reveal the beauty of God - incarnational living — putting on flesh and
living with and serving alongside a people. The 2nd way - is putting on death. How do we do this and why?

2) by Putting on Death (dying to self) 22:00

Being Sent to the nations - is hard, tiring, & grueling on the body, mind, & soul; even more for those who
move.

- 2000 World Evang Alliance: 80% of missionaries don’t finish their term; 87% diagnosed with depression.

- In 2014 David Platt laid off over 40% of the Southern Baptist missionaries because - Highly ineffective
for over 10 years.
Getting discouraged as we are sent to the nations is not news to God. It would happen to Jesus as well.

_ This is a prophecy that declares Jesus would be discouraged in his

work in being sent to the nations - to us. He was tempted to believe his labor was in vain (empty- like herding
cats). He was tempted to believe his labor was ... vanity (vapor, light, nothing - the opposite of glory - beautiful
beyond description). He was tempted to believe the brokenness of this world was too much. When? Jesus came
off a high — transformed into glory before the 3 — Beautiful ONE. Coming down, a boy was brought to him, with
demons who was having seizures that the other 9 disciples could not heal. Those boys father begs and Jesus says, Matt

His response? Isaiah 49:4 (ESV) .... “yet surely my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God."
God - would reward his work. Although, he could not see it, he believed the cross would bring beauty that
would overwhelm the ugliness in us and in this world. Cross > brokenness - though he had no eyes on this.

What will move us to keep going - being sent — even when it seems vanity - not glorious or beautiful work?
Fix your eyes on the beauty of Jesus - and let it move us to hide our life completely in the Beauty of
Christ. Another way to say this - die to self - as you engage the beauty of Jesus. What does this mean?

Die to self - doesn’t mean ignore failure, or loneliness, or hurt - we must allow God to heal and bring life to us
if we are going to be sent to others with a real hope in Christ.

Die to self - does mean - laying down all my rights and privileges of my old life - going and living in the
ity of Jsus. OUr team in Gute not only Survived but thrived because we slowly together died to self on that trip

e My pride must be laid down - because this is not my work for my name - but his for his name.

e My pride must be consumed in Christ - so I will rest, equip others, seek healing, and let others lead. Beauty
o My will must be consumed in His will - so [ will [ be listen, pray, and follow God’s voice alone. Beauty

e My money is His — and I must let go of the ugliness of possessing it. Giving generously reveals His Beauty.
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e My hope going forward even when I cannot see anything beautiful happening - is dying to self - being
consumed in Jesus’ life will move me to declare and reveal Jesus as the Beautiful One - and God will bear fruit.
Why do we believe this - because Jesus did show Cross > brokenness. = What we have been given in Christ
- is not a beautiful thing - but the Beautiful ONE in us who is greater than this world. 30:00
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Is your Jesus beautiful - most beautiful above all others? Because the true Jesus is and every encounter with this
overwhelming glory or beauty dropped people on their knees face down. (The 3 on the mountain and here the prophet -

Jesus is the Beautiful ONE!
And we, as God'’s people get the great privilege to declare the great beauty of God. |saiah 49:3 (ESV) And he said to me,

Israel, God’s people could not do this. So God sent a better, perfect
Israel - Jesus, to reveal or display the ultimate beauty of God.

When we see (engage) Jesus as the Beautiful One — we will (embrace) declare Him as the Greatest One.
Church - let’s be stunned and moved by the beauty of Christ to go to the nations together. Let’s go!
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