The Faith That Moves us to Live
In this passage, God is going to show us and hopefully move us to trust that ..

Faith alone saves — but faith without works is not saving faith.
God will show this to us as He answers to questions for us.

01.What is “faith” that “saves”?
02.What does “faith” that “saves” look like?

—

01.What is “faith” that “saves”?

“save” - to be rescued by another [GEiplieS ANECHMATAINAYS NAPPENSIbYIBNOtIEES EScapel

e We are sin-full, under God’s holy judgment, and need to be rescued.
¢ To be saved is - to be made right before God — forgiven and accepted — by the person and work of
Jesus.

“Faith” is ...
e n. pistis / v. pisteuo - Entrusting your soul to someone or something.
Faith is not just an intellectual agreement or an emotional response.

“Faith” that “saves” is ...

e Entrusting your soul to the person and work of Jesus ALONE.
Faith that saves is not trusting in Jesus AND your work to make you right before God.

Faith that saves is not trusting in Jesus plus anything else to make you right before God.



The key point of the passage:
He is not saying our works gives salvation or our works and faith gives salvation.

Earlier in James God has aIreadi said.

Is God now contradicting himself and saying faith and works saves. NO!
He is saying — | will “show you my faith, my salvation - by my works.” How? ...

02.What does “faith” that “saves” look like?

Saving faith moves us to works or acts of obedience.

1- Only giving nice words to a starving person is useless - it is deathly to them. Food gives life.
Ifyou say you have faith that saves but you have zero works - your works are proving your faith is
dead. Real saving faith would move us to compassion and action.

o Faith that leads to MO care for the vulnerable is not saving faith. /¢ /s dead. It does not exist.

Matt 25:31-40 Jesus echoes, “when [ was hungry you...”

We may have a hard time hearing this but God is very clear ... (repeat 15t statement — then say +)

Saving faith moves us to compassion and action for the vulnerable.
5 times the Word says Jesus has compassion. Every time he is moved to action.
God says if we are saved by faith, Jesus is in us. If He is, He will move us to compassion and action.

Let’s be extremely clear about this:

Caring for the vulnerable — acts of mercy to those in need - is not a means to salvation.
God is clear in this book -

BUT

faith moves us to compassion and action for the vulnerable,
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2- Let this reach into your head and heart God says. The demons believe God is - they are convinced.
But they have not rested their rebellious beings upon His work on the Christ to make them right.
e Faith that does not lead us to ongoing repentance — is not saving faith.
An intellectual agreement or an emotional response is not repentance - as proven by demons.
Saving faith moves us to continuously throw ourselves on Jesus and His work to make us right before

God.




James 2:20-26 (ESV) 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active
along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” —and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a
person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified
by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the
spiritis dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

3- We are living a lie - walking about as fools when we say, I have faith but we live with no obedience.

Abraham - God is not saying he was saved by His sacrifice. Vs 23 quotes Genesis 15:6 that tells us
Abraham was saved - literally made right or righteous by what ... believing, pisteuo - faith
entrusting His soul to God - the work that Jesus would do for him in the future. What we see here is
Abraham and Rahab having a faith that is way past an intellectual agreement or an emotional response.
They are entrusting their life and soul to God to make them right. They are all in.

Justified — can have three meanings in the Gk language of the scripture much like our English word justify can
have 3 meanings meanings. Justify in our language can mean — 1] to be proven right (Her work justified our
hiring her.) 2] to give a good reason for (The situation was bad enough to justify further investigation.)

3] to align (I like when we right justify words on our song slides.)

In Gk. justify can mean — 1] to be made legally right, have guilt removed by another 2] to show to be right 3] to
set free / Context always helps us determine which meaning the author intends in our language and context helps
us determine which meaning God intended in His word as well. Based on the context of this passage, the context
of James, and the context of the whole Bible as we have seen - God is not saying works make us legally right.
We have seen from all of scripture and James that we are made right with God by Jesus alone — we must place
our soul completely on His work. So he is not using justify to say we are legally right or we have been set free.
He is using justify to show that we are right. (which is a usage of this word) Read vs 24-25 again.

Here is what God is saying in these passages:

e Faith that leads to zero obedience is not saving faith. /# /s useless or dead. It does not exist.

Hear God carefully — Zero obedience reveals you are not saved. He is not talking about immaturity v.
maturity or being a casual faith vs authentic faith. God is telling us that you either have faith that save.
and moves you to some type of obedience or you have no faith that results in zero obedience and show.
that you are not saved.

Not being saved, means you are not God’s son / daughter - and you will have zero obedience.

Saving faith will lead to obedience of our Father and fruit from our Father.
FRUNneURIVEsNSIevideReeIo A NROURREARSISBAVIAIPIER / Listen to Jesus’ words.

Matthew 7:16-20 (NLT) 16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from
thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good
tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good
fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify
people by their actions.

Which describes you?
1) Your faith in Jesus and His work displays itself in fruit and moves you to obedient works from your forgiveness
and acceptance.



2) Your faith evidences itself in no fruit and no works of obedience. Or, you are obedient only to find forgiveness and
acceptance.
Faith alone in Jesus and His work saves — but faith without works is not saving faith.

If the first account describes you - you have not been made right with God by Jesus and His work.

You have spent your whole life - justifying yourself, making yourself right before God and this is a dead
faith. You see the fruit of it. You have said one thing and lived a life of zero care, obedience, and
confession because you are forgiven. Don’t hide from God bc you are embarrassed what others will think.
Turn to him. Turn from your disobedience, your lack of care, turn from just intellectually agreeing that
God is and Jesus is alive. The demons believe this but they won'’t turn from their rebellion.

Most of all turn from trying to make yourself right before God.

The bad news - all your work to make yourself right before God is useless - according to God.

The good news - Jesus and His work can make you right before God.
Turn from your work - that is stop trusting it faith it to make you right.
Turn to Jesus - right now put your trust in Jesus and His work.



