“THE POWER OF HIS LOVE" / E2S — THE BRIDE OF CHRIST / 39

When a real lasting impact is needed - what will make a difference in our city, our body - our lives? This is
the one question we want answered today. This will apply to our situation in our city — but this will also apply to our
body, and to our lives. Wherever and whenever — we are overwhelmed and think what can really make a difference?
Listen to God’s Word. Actively hear, wrestle with His words in your soul and let’s ask God to answer this question for us.

hen a real lasting impact is needed - what
will make a difference in our city, our body — our lives?

01. Together, we are called to serve God and others. God has called us - the bride, the body of Christ to serve others
with the gifts of the Spirit He has given us. There is no lasting impact that will make a difference in our city, our body,
our families, our friends, our neighbors - our lives — outside the Holy Spirit of God coming in contact with others thru us
as we serve with all his gifts. But then - God goes on to say this ...

if we use the gifts of wisdom or knowledge

(if we use the gift of giving by giving our stuff or our lives)
At least 7 gifts are spoken of here in this passage. And in all these cases, the use of the gift is carried out in a way that
seems to have power and impact. But in every case, God says where love is not a part of our service in using these
gifts — there is no power and there is no lasting or eternal impact.

Everything we do to serve in the gifts of the Spirit, without love > leads to nothing. Nothing in us - nothing thru us.
serving others in our gifts — love = 0 eternal impact

Don’t miss this. This is a profound warning. Without love - there can never be any eternal impact! - 0
Where things are hopeless - in our city & in our lives - we will bring 0 hope and 0 eternal impact w/out love.

serving others in our gifts — love = 0 eternal impact /11

But, there is another powerful implied truth in this passage. God began this in _saying -letme -
God is implying thru this whole passage ...
serving others in our gifts + love = eternal impact




serving others in our gifts — love = 0 eternal impact / serving others in our gifts + love = eternal impact / 14

God says - if we want to make a difference in our city and in our lives - we must act on this truth. / 13:30
02. Together, we are called to serve God and others in love.

This is God’s Word, his truth - His hope to us and for us. But it beis the question - What is LOVE?

I think he answers that question — as he describes what love is from vs 4-8.

Before we dive in - where have you most often heard this passage - at weddings. This detailed unveiling of the
deep truth of what love is - definitely applies to couple who are to be married. But the context of this passage is
not about marriage - it is describing how the body is to love if we hope to see God make a difference in this
world through His bride, through His church - through us. This is to us - hear these powerful words!

_ / This is loves response toward others who are not loving toward us.

- one is passive in one sense > - - to bear up without complaint when under attack (phy, emot, lies or hits)
- one is active > - - to extend love, compassion, mercy - to become sympathetic and caring to one who isn’t

is to want something that is not yours. Love does not fixate on and want something that is not yours.
is to heap praise on oneself to raise ones status. Love does not point out how great you think you are.

= - - lit. to be puffed up with air, pride > that which gives a false view of one’s self or accomplishment.

Love does not have a false view of my self and my accomplishments.
- - - is to dishonor others, or take away their dignity. Love does not dishonor others and steal their dignity.

- means to be selfish. Love is selfless.
- easily angered. Love is not easily provoked to anger and emotional outbursts that hurt.
- to hold a grudge, to keep a record of wrongs. Love does not keep score - so pain or pleasure can be fair.

- to celebrate anything that is against God’s heart and will. Love does not celebrate anything

that raises itself up against God’s heart and will.
- d— to celebrate anything that reveals or reflects God’s heart and will. Love celebrates all

things that reveal and reflect the heart of God.

- Love takes all that comes against love.

- Love believes all that stands for love.

- Love hopes in all things that will cause love to thrive.

- Love endures all things that will try to kill love.

- Love will always - and forever endure. Love will never end.

This is amazing. God says if we serve with this kind of love - we will see real impact and a difference made in our
city - our body - our lives. serving others in our gifts + love = eternal impact



There is just one problem - and it’s a really massive problem. I can’t love like that. CAN YOU?

* [ can be patient - but I'm not always kind.

* I mostly don’t want what’s not mine - mostly, and I'm not a boaster

* But, internally, | am arrogant - I do struggle with thinking what I do is great.

* [ think my way is best, I may be kind about it, but I like my way - I don’t get irritable or resentful

* And [ don’t rejoice in wrongs, I want to rejoice in truth - but honestly I'm often afraid to celebrate - ya know.
* And the last list: my love easily falls under the weight of attack - I don’t always bear, believe, hope, or endure.

This list of love - is so self-less, self-giving, self- sacrificing, - for others! Who loves like this?

Who loves like this - Jesus!

He loved like this when he came to earth and He still does!

* He was patient — with those who did not believe and kind to those who rejected and persecuted Him.
He is patient and kind to you now - when you and I don’t believe Him and reject Him.

* He did not envy. He rejected Satan in the desert & selflessly did not promote Himself (often shhing the healed).
He is jealous for you - because you are His (difference) and He still does not promote Himself in this world does he.

* He was not arrogant - but humble as GOD in flesh and He was never dishonored others - but gave honor to all.
He serves you now - praying at the throne for you now and never shames you even in your sin - but gives honor.

* He even chose to submit to His Father’s way in the garden - not insisting on His own way when he said ...
He gently leads you and I now — even when we are in rebellion. It is his kindness that leads us to turn to Him.

* He did not grow irritable w/ Peter, but loved the loud mouth & did not become resentful toward the unfaithful.
He does not grow irritable with your loud mouth or stubborn will and he loves me, even when I love other things.

* He never rei'oiced in wroni - and alwais truli celebrated truth - even when he saw it in the smallest of ways.

He hurts when injustice happens now whether it is in a TV spotlight or in the silence of your home and he
celebrates when we stand up for truth no matter how large the audience is that sees it.

* And, when His love for His Father and for you was under attack ...
He bore the cross - Believing his work their would make a lasting impact - would matter /
Love bears all things - believes all things.

He had a sure hope His Father would raise Him from the dead - and even more would not leave Him.
So He endured the cross. / Love hopes all things - endures all things.

God - did not leave Him. (Sin, the guilt & shame makes you think you are alone - that’s why the cry. But God the
Father, Son, and Spirit have always been one and could not cease being one - even at the cross). Love endures.
So God - raised His Son to life - conquering sin and death so we can now say & know - Love never ends.
His love for us in Christ will never end because Jesus took our sin, our shame and has now given us himself.

So Christ - who is LOVE - this perfect love in I Cor 13 - now lives in us and we can say - Love never ends.

If you are a Christ-follower - you have trusted your soul to be right with God through the work of Christ to know the
joy and love of God - the love of Christ lives in you through the Holy Spirit of God who is in you. Hear God ...

The love of Christ - I Cor 13 love - is in you.

When a real lasting impact is needed - what will make a difference in our city, our body - our lives?
Serving others in the Spirits gifts + love of Christ = eternal impact for God



How do you and | serve in the love of Christ?

PRAY for God’s Spirit to fill you with Christ’s love and for you to know this love in a life changing way.

PRAY for God'’s Spirit to accomplish infinitely more than we can ask or think.

Serving others in the Spirits gifts + love of Christ = eternal impact for God



