“Serve to Bless — Showing Hospitality” / Speaking of Jesus 8 7:27

You and I - were once strangers to God - far off. But through the work of Jesus, through faith in the work o
Jesus alone we have been brought near and made a friend. AND, this is not just our story. This is the stor

Now we can see why moves us & 23 million other people in such a powerful
and unique way. Her story is a tiny echo of the greater story God has been about from eternity past - restoring
strangers to sons, daughters, friends. And, when we realize we were that stranger too - and he loved us sacrificially,
without conditions - this moves us.

Shorty after our rebellion - what we call the fall in the gospel story - God began forming a people from strangers
and gave this command over and over ...

The gospel story of the whole Bible tells us God brought redemption - fixed what was broken through Jesus.
Now as he is restoring all things - making things once again - how they were supposed to be — God continued to
command his people to love strangers. It is at the heart of the Good Samaritan story when this religious leader is

trying to figure out who he is to love - Jesus says everyone - even the messiest of strangers.
(love believers) (love strangers)

Why? Because it is part of how we share the gospel story in all of life. We are praying and asking God

e others in all of life with|

This is the Gospel Circle Diagram. It is a simple picture of how we can engage others in all of
- life with the gospel story. Living the gospel story has two components - demonstrating the
f'/W\ /\'ﬁx story and speaking the actual story. Both are vital. = No beginning as far as this being a 1,2,3

TEL  cospELSTORY SERE| Step process but - Love and prayer are key. No love - no one will hear or respond to the
Y gospel. Prayer moves us to be embrace and go in God’s love and moves others to be moved by
\%\Wﬂ‘ God’s love. The second key action is serving to bless. That is serving others so they can
o engage Jesus - this is what bless means. For the next 2 weeks, we will talk about how.
Today we begin with hospitality & this 1 simple but profound truth:

Living in God’s love — we can show hospitality and engage others with Jesus.

“Showing hospitality” involves two things: 01. Open Heart / 02. Open Hands

01.Open Heart ... to live in God’s love

How do we live in God’s love given to us in Christ? “Together in the gospel”
e Grow in our belief in the gospel In the finished work of Christ.

Last week we learned that Jesus is actually the Good Samaritan
in this story. He has loved us like this Samaritan loved the man left for dead. We, were the stranger left for
dead. Jesus rescued us, healed us - all at his own cost. This story is a picture of the gospel - God’s
redeeming love to us who were once strangers. What does it mean to grow in our belief?




Trusting daily that it is Jesus’ life and work alone that has brought me and welcomed me into His
family where I taste and know his unconditional love to me. Who rescued whom in the story and how?

Instead of believing that I have been welcomed into God’s family because of what I have done with my
life, my spiritual hunger, my good family, how I benefit society, or my lack of being an enemy to God.

When I realize there is nothing, zero, zilch, nada that I have ever done or can do to place myself
in the center of God’s love, but rather because of Jesus - God’s love rests on me: I begin to want to live
in His love that | have not earned, that has no conditions, that has no end.

How do you respond to hurt?

Love: "a willing self-sacrifice for the good of another that is not deserving or require reciprocation.

In the same way, when | believe | only have God’s love if my actions please Him — | will be ver
insecure in His love and live in fear of God’s punishment and abandonment - not in His love.
Living in God’s love is about trusting that God’s love to me - is sure and unchanging —
because of Jesus’ sure and finished work.

RCIEVe] g gl oS Oe T I = d=Le Rs W5 [Nl sJeXelYd Connected means - We are doing life together, caring for one|

daily shows us our unbelief in Jesus’ work and how that leads us to sin.JeUUREQ R Telel & 10X 7 1X)]
Ongoing repentance - where we are turning from our unbelief in Jesus’ work to a loving welcoming Father
God — moves us to have open hands before others.

02.0pen Hands ... to give God'’s Love (This is not easy)

e Ask for God’s eyes and pay attention to those around you. (This is not eas
PRAY and ask God to see others as he does. The look and see people around you. Open your eyes and join
God on his mission to welcome others into His family. An open heart to God’s love — will lead to open eye
e o KA T Y ou will see the co-worker who always eats alone, the widow taking care of her house alone, the
kid without a dad throwing the ball against the wall by himself — the hurting mom. Pray and look around.

e Engage people. (This is not eas

Wh

— | just want to be alone. Yet when | am the stranger, | want to be included.

#

en | belong —and | am tired




- Listen, ask question, and seek to enter into their story (like we talked about - creation, fall, etc.)
- Making a connection can happen through social media but engagi
time. Get face to face time. How?

e Bring them in with “meals” (Stranger to friend is often as simple as a meal.)
- There is something about your home that says to another - you are important, [ am setting aside my
time, comfort, etc. to invite you in. It says wanted -it brings them into friend from stranger.
- Two more thoughts on meals:
. Some times your home won'’t be the appropriate place to engage someone who is not a friend -
they don’t live near you or you can just tell you need neutral ground. Take them out to eat- buy!

. “Meals” can include other things that allow for time and walls to come down - buy their coffee, buy
their ame, buy their manicure, - be creative - just open your eyes, engage, and

For some - you do hospitality pretty well — with believers. You are the meal train king when people are in need.
Or, you like to encourage and help people feel a part of the body. That is awesome - but not the kind of hospitality God
is talking in His word. 1) Remember the word means - loving strangers - those far from you and God. 2) This is
about loving strangers in a way that brings them into to being friends. This is more difficult for us all. Why/

Why is it hard to show (live) hospitality?
There is a cost to hospitality. Our time and our stuffis part of the cost. I have a question - If someone else
bought the food, cooked, and cleaned - how many of us - would still not be hospitable to a stranger?
The cost is more than just time and our stuff. Something else is at the heart of why this is not a thought to us or
we just have such a hard time welcoming strangers. Let’s go back and hear the words of Jesus as he teaches about
hospitality and in the process exposes the issue in our hearts with caring for and welcoming strangers.
Luke 10:30-32 (ESV) 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers,
who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that
road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and
saw him, passed by on the other side.
* A priest is coming down the road and finds a man beat and left for half dead. When he sees this man - he went to
the other side of the road to avoid this man.
* A Levite also is traveling this road and comes upon this man. When he sees this man - he too went to the other
side of the road to avoid the man. WHY?
Why did they work so hard to avoid this stranger — even when they saw him in need?

This was a priest and a Levite of the Jewish faith. They believed their right standing before God was in how well
they kept God’s laws. In other words, they believed they could live in God’s love when they earned it or deserved it.
What do you believe? To that end - there were 613 written laws God gave to the people. In addition — there were
more than 1500 oral laws the priests added to help them keep the first 613. They believed keeping these 200 plus
laws made them right and acceptable before God and allowed them to live in God’s love - to know his love.

Lev 21 — A priest could not touch a dead body unless a close relative — unclean — not acceptable — for a week.

Oral Law — added even touching the shadow could make you unclean.

The law was less stringent for a Levite, worker in the temple, but nonetheless the death laws applied to them as well.
They believed they were obeying God — in avoiding the stranger. But they had perverted him.

But God gave his laws - not to make us right - but to show us we were broken and needed a Rescuer.
, other. The revealed us as sinful. They showed our great need for a Rescuer.
Their perverted view of God - moved them avoid this stranger. They were obeying their god.

When do not practice hospitality — when we avoid loving strangers — it is more than just the simple cost of

time and stuff. God is saying — you and | are obeying our god when we avoid loving strangers.
What god are you obeying:

* god of comfort. | don’t want to get messy, get off my couch, or do much. I am tired and I just don’t want to.
* god of self-rescue (self-righteousness). I must remain pure for my god and letting strangers with crazy beliefs in
my home - nope! I will be seen as like them by others or maybe even by my god.




Repent with me today - turn from your god of comfort that says being safe and comfortable is more
satisfying to your soul than living out the story of Jesus with a stranger. Your loving God who welcomed you is
ready to embrace you and show you how His love will give you the courage and energy to love others.

Repent with me today - turn from your god of self-rescue that says I must earn my God'’s love and taking
in weird and unbelieving strangers and hoping they become friends - is so against everything I believe. Turn to your
loving Father God - who took you in the weird unbelieving stranger. And know this - he is ready to take you in now.

Remember, this is more than just welcoming or caring for a stranger. We are echoing the great grand
redemption story of God when we live out hospitality.

We are showing hospitality to engage others with Jesus.

| want my whole life to engage others with the story of Jesus. Hospitality is a simple and profound way to
engage others with Jesus as we echo the unique and powerful gospel story as we love strangers.

We want to reshape our culture — join me. ...

Live in God’s love — so we can show hospitality and engage others with Jesus.



