Witness of the Son / Witness 11

Mary And Joseph were astonished (definition for astonished: confused and
overwhelmed). They were astonished by what was going on - by Jesus’ actions and even more by his words.
When was the last time the words of Jesus astonished (confused and overwhelmed) you?

When was the last time the words of Jesus astonished (confused and overwhelmed) you?

We are going to answer this one question today in two ways ...
01. Why did the words of Jesus astonish (confuse and overwhelm) his parents? This will help us see ...
02. Why do we get astonished (confuse and overwhelm) by the words of Jesus and why is this good for our soul?

01. Whi did the words of Jesus astonish (confuse and overwhelm) his iarents.

1- Mary'’s and Joseph’s perspective: Back sto

(Passover feast 7 days. 3-4 day trip to Nazareth. Thought he was with cousins. Males and females would
often travel in groups. Whole towns came together, so he could have been playing with friends.

(3 days —
imagine. 1 traveling home, 1 traveling back, 1 looking. I don 't think they found him in the temple because they were looking
there. | think they went there for help. Not going to the Romans — so go to the Temple.

astonished! Confused, overwhelmed and her iuestion is

Mary didn’t ask a where question. She just expressed frustration, great fear, panic, & pain. Things you feel when
ou lose a child.

2-Jesus’ perspective: My dad lost me at 6 at a county fair. | was terrified. Might as well been in Russia. But Jesus-

Remember, Mary didn’t ask “WHERE” have you been? It was a WHY question. Why did you do this to us?
Jesus’ response: Why?

(They find him and are

It was more of a genuine stunned - “for real - why were you looking for me?” Why do I think so ... Let’s look.

Culturally, there were 4 ways you could address your father in this culture. They are similar to ours.
1] Most formal: “sir”. 2] “father”. 3] “Dad or pops”. 4) Most childlike & intimate: “daddy” (abba). The words Jesus uses here —
“my father”, used in this way is closest to our dad or pops. It was not daddy — he will. But here- dad. HE says my dad. Why-

He is saying - Joseph you’re not my dad. You raised me and [ will respect you. _ Not dad.
He is saying — God the Father is MY Dad. (Not our — my. This phrase my dad speaks of a close personal relationship and
is different than ours as sons and daughters through adoption by faith in Jesus. He is saying — My dad, I’m the Son.

He is saying - 1 am God the Son. / One of the 1% reasons Jesus says WHY is this ...

1- 1 am The Son of God. The Messiah, Holy, God in the flesh - God the Son. Do you not remember who I am?

The 2™ reason Jesus says why ... / A90IDid you not know that Imust be'in my Father's house?' 10



(Lit.- Must be in the things of my father.) Tough translation since no house in this. Jesus is saying My Father has a
mission to redeem this world and | must be in the things of this redemption plan. Where did that happen in this Jewish
culture — the temple. That’s a tough translation for us because it sounds like he is saying | must be in church. Not at
all. It is best for us to hear him saying: Did you not know that I must be in and about the things of my Father? Or

2- | am on my Father’s mission.
Let’s put these 2 things together. I am God the Son. I am on my Father’s mission. In Jesus’ WHY, he is saying:
- You know who I am - don’t you?

* Mom, remember what the angel spoke to you, Luke 1:32-33, 45 (ESV) 32 He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. ... 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” 35 the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.

* Joseph, this angel spoke to you as well. Matthew 1:21 (ESV) ... for he will save his people from their sins.

* Remember, Elizabeth’s visit - you told me how John jumped in her womb and how the Spirit showed her
you were pregnant with the LORD, God, Messiah - me.

* Remember, the song you sang - about God - the Father and Son who saves His people. That was about me.

* Remember, the story you told me of the shepherds who came and told you about the angels who came to
them and said the Son of God is in the manger in that city. And they came to worship me.

* Remember, Simeon and Anna. You told me about how they prophesied after seeing me in the Temple as I
was presented before my Father. They said I was His son, God who had come to save.

* Remember, the story of the wise man you told me about that brought the gifts and how they worshiped me.
You know who I am don’t you - I am God - the Son!

- You know what I came for - don’t you? I'm on my Father’s mission - to save, to rescue? Why were you
worried about me and looking for me? My Father is not going to let anything happen to me - till it is time.
And, this isn’t the time. Didn’t you know this is what [ must be about - and it starts here?

Do you hear the questions behind His WHY? These are not whiney or disrespectful words. But, they are powerful!
For they do astonish - confuse and overwhelm - Mary and Joseph.

50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. Why?

Jesus’ words exposed their disbelief - in who Jesus was.

Jesus’ words laid bare their hearts before God - as broken.

1) They had heard God’s words about Jesus from angels, people, and the Spirit - but they did not believe.

2) Because of this, when Jesus said, I'm God and I must be in the things of my dad - they didn’t understand.

3) Even more than unveiling their disbelief - the words of Jesus laid open their hearts before God & each other.

But this is not a bad thing. Not really. Here is one of the main truths from this whole passage:
The words of Jesus — SHOULD astonish (confuse & overwhelm) us — and this is good for our soul.

02. Why do we get astonished (confused & overwhelmed) by the words of Jesus and why is this good for our soul?

1) The words of Jesus often confuse because they expose there is much we don’t believe that is truth.
* The words of Jesus (The Word) are true and we have many %, %2, and whole lies we believe about us and
about God. Every time we hear God’s word - we should have lies (half or whole they are lies) and things we
don’t understand confronted and this will bring confusion. This is good!

Humanity of Jesus and the Deity of Jesus - confuse us - just like it did Mary and Joseph.
We struggle with a 12 yr old being God. God being 12 is nuts. What was he like at 2, 4, 6 growing

When we see Jesus lighting up like the Sun on a mountain - he is God. 12 year old - wow!
We struggle with what a 12 yr old did for three days - food, lodging . We struggle seeing him as God.




We think, if that boy would have told us - I'm God. We would think - he is crazy. This is crazy - God a boy.

We struggle with His deity because his ways are different than ours. Mary and Joseph didn’t get it and we

before others and Him. (Joseph had to have thought - oh wow, he just outed me. I'm not his dad - & I know hi.
calling, but I don’t believe. Mary thought: I've seen and heard so much - but when he starts acting like God -

don’t believe. Why?) What about you - we hear and read and see so much - but do his words ever jus

Jesus’ words overwhelm at times - even confuse when they lay us bare as a sinner in need of a savior.

But His words also overwhelm when they press in and remind us of who we are in Christ when we don’t believe
we are completely loved and accepted even in the midst of doubts and sin. Notice what Jesus doesn’t say and
even — what He does in regards to his parents and their unbelief? How does this impact on Mary:

He doesn’t leave her or imply she is unlovely because of her doubts.

Mary would struggle for years over Jesus and who He was and what he came to do - like we all do.
ﬁ— Family heard about the crowds he was gathering - _

Sometimes the words of Jesus overwhelm because they are saying - you are forgiven - when you|
know you should not be forgiven. They are saying you are loved, when you feel and act so unlovel
and unloveable. They are saying - you are accepted - even when you feel unacceptable. WHY?

But God — hear this and don’t miss this — But God in Jesus

God doesn’t judge me (because he judged Jesus). Rather, His word calls me to repent - not to avoid justice,
but so I can run to mercy and healing. See the redemption plan of God was not just about forgiving - it is about
healing and transforming our broken heart and soul into the very perfect image of Jesus.

When we engage the words of Jesus — He will astonish us.
Confused and overwhelmed by the word is not bad. This leads to repentance and heart transformation in us.

Close

1) If we are not being astonished by the words of Jesus - maybe like Mary we have grown numb to God in our
midst. We have forgotten these are God’s words. He is living and in our midst with his very words. These have
become old stories - not the living words of God. Ask God to awaken you to the WORD - to His words - NOW!

2) If Words of Jesus have astonished you — repent.



¢ If you have never repented for you sin. Trust your soul to Jesus — HE will save — NOW! (pray)

o If you have trusted your soul to Jesus but you have been astonished by His words today — repent now!
This is the life God has called us to. As his adopted sons and daughters we don’t repent to stay saved or get
resaved or rescued again. No. We repent - not to avoid justice (Jesus took it all). Rather, we repent to run to

mercy and healing. It is here - available now. Come repent! (pray)

BLESSING

May you walk in this power God’s spoken blessing over you and may you be astonished over and over again by His living
word to you — which is our life — our eternal life. Go in this blessing.



