“Fleeing Idolatry — Running to Jesus” / Beauty or Beast 5

14xs in the NT, God warns those he loves flee from idols / false gods.
30+ specific warnings in OT & many stories & it is the first two commands of the ten commandments to His people.

The most talked about sin in all the bible - idolatry.
Idolatry is not a cultural phenomena of ancient history - rather it is a contemporary reality that plagues the soul of
every person and always has. Today we want to answer one main question ...

How do we flee from idolatry? To do this we need to understand what is idolatry and why it fills the bible.
01. What is idolatry?

02. Why is idolatry so dangerous to us and horrendous to God?

03. How do we flee from idolatry?

01. What is idolatry? Idolatry affects BELIEVERS and unbelievers. This passage is addressed as a warning to the bride.

_We are constantly & consistently moved toward sin/evil by idolatry.

Idolatry — (/it.) to serve idols or false gods.
Idolatry - The giving of our affection, time, and resources to something that promises to give us what we
desire that is opposed to God’s desires for us.

With an idol: we listen to it, give to it, hope in it, and even begin to enjoy it more than Almighty God.

What are my idols — your idols? The issue is not the object - it is our heart that longs to find joy in everything but God.
Idols - Any created thing that begins to capture our heart and move us to seek our own sinful desires.

Vs 7-8 - Idols can come in a religious or godly looking package
From Ex 32:6 — At Mt Sinai

after being rescued from Egyptian slavery, the people get anxious for Moses has been gone a long time up the mountain. They are
afraid — want to be safe, comfortable, and not in the wild. So they sought out a god they could touch and worship as they wished
and made a golden calf. They gave their money (gold), their time (they took 2-3 whole days), and their affection — they fell at the
feet of these gold idols. In a short time, they distorted the true God that brought them out of Egypt and believed part of

worshiping Him involved - sexual immorality. They used God to create new ways to get their desires.

Elyse Fitzpatrick, a female writer who has helped me
grow a ton in the gospel and this area of idols said,



What are your idols?
What consistently gets you defeated! Hard to see what’s an idol just looking at what we

enjoy. God almost everything on this earth for us to enjoy — and reflect that back to him as praise. Where we get
consistently crushed. This reveals what has become supreme. Whenever anything terminates on itself - it is
becoming an idol. All things were meant to take our eyes back to God to say - you are the Greatest!

We will get back to how we identify idols. If we are to flee idols, it is just as important that we grasp ...

02. so dangerous to us and horrendous to God?

United by faith in his person and work - we are one with Christ. His body and blood unite us. We are his bride
united with Him. We have been bought and united to him by His life and death - that now gives us life with God!

But when we engage in idolatry - we are not just pursuing sin, or our evil desires as vs 6 says. Something much
more deadly to us and painful to Almighty God is happening.

alse god are demons - whether we realize it or not.

When we are living in idolatry - we are being unfaithful to God. Idolatry is unfaithfulness to God.

Jealousy: wanting & acting to keep that what is yours. Envy: bad! God being jealous for us is good as it says in vs 22!

God’s response: Discipline - He does not remove us from the marriage. He does not disown us - or remove
our forgiveness. We do not lose relationship — when we are unfaithful. Brandon taught on this 2 weeks ago. His
faithfulness is based on Christ’s work that has adopted us to eternal son/daughter status. Our relationship is
based on his faithfulness - not ours. But he does discipline. He did this to the children of Israel - voicing his
displeasure and hate for their sin - but his love for them.

He was displeased bc they were participating with demons. The lover we unite
with when we are unfaithful to God not matter the idol - demons. The damage - is not just to us but the
body around us, our family - and most of all to God’s name that we defame before all. So God pleads ...

03. How do we flee from idolatry?

Lit. - run far from so you can’t see it.




Pride says - I don’t have idols, or I can step aside from this or even worse - I can tame this.

No matter what your pride says, You cannot tame idols! What then-

Living in humility allows God to out our idols and destroy them.
Pride gets defensive - it hides our unfaithfulness by ignoring the deeper issue of why we sin (idols). In your head
you will want to say - I just make a few mistakes. Why is God so intense about this? Dancing with demons is not
making a few mistakes. Defaming God and presenting him as a beast and hurting the body- is not a small thing.

Humility must be the position of your heart if you want to know the idols you dance with,
hurting yourself, others, and God.

God follows this call to humility with a promise concerning how we are to live in this humility.

Taken out of context - this is a verse we use to say God will help us avoid sin.

1) This is not '|ust about a Wai to StoE A SIN. Stoiiini sins - does not kill idols - or let you flee them.

2) God promises he is providing the way of escape against idolatry. What is this way?

Listen to humility in action through a sinFULL man (David) who wrestled with idolatry - while being a man

after God’s own heart. Ps 139 was written in the battle aiainst idolatri. Last 2 verses summarize how we flee

1) Search and test me — to reveal my idols.

e 00k at where my hope, my affections, my thoughts, and my resources are going! (search

e Go past my sin to the source — the why? (know) ﬂ

e Allow trials and crises to reveal my idols. (try)
God is not saying in I Cor 10:13. I will not give you more than you can handle in this life. Testing is giving
you more than you can handle for a purpose - in this case to reveal deadly and defaming idols.

e Show me if I'm being unfaithful to you, putting anything before you — that is grieving and defaming you,
and hurting others and me. (grievous way)

Psalms 129:24 (ESV) "\ and lead me i the way everlastingl just revealing does not destroy. We cannot - what does?

2) Lead me to the way — that destroys my idols and gives me life!

What s this way? johin 416 (ESV) Tiam the Way il

JESUS! It is not a what - but a who?

Want to flee idolatry - we must run to Jesus and find him far GREATER than what we had put before
Him. We are not asking God to search, try, and know us because we think we are faithful. Rather, we are
asking this because we know He is faithful. Humility says - I know I am full of sin and worship idols. In the
gospel - God says you are sinFULL. The cross has outed all of us. But the great news of the gospel - is Jesus
has covered our sin. So - now, we can run to Jesus and say expose my unfaithfulness and as he does - we are
not heaped in shame or guilt - but rather we are engulfed in the love of God because we see He remains
faithful and loves us even as our idols are exposed. The last truth of David’s prayer - says this — lead me in
the way everlasting. Jesus is beautiful - but he is also powerful. He is faithful to receive us - this is beautiful.
But he is also faithful to destroy the idols he outs. The power that raised him - can destroy our idols and it
happens through love.




The Cross — exposes the Beast of our idolatry and the Beauty and Power of Jesus — moving
us to run to Him!

Fleeing from idolatry:

Daily ask God to reveal our idols — the truth of how they destroy us and defame God.

(prayer, gospel truth in the Word, other believers)

Believe and taste the faithful love of Jesus - thru all our unfaithfulness.

Our affection for Jesus will grow and we will begin to run to Jesus as we see Him destroy our idols.




