GABRIEL / WITNESS 4

God is inviting us in - to join His redemptive work.
01. Why, how and what is God inviting us into?
02. Does our response to God’s invitation matter?

01. Why, how, and what is God inviting us into?

e The story of Jesus - is not a tale — but the true and witnessed revelation of God’s redemptive work in
A i Eyewitness accounts take us there, affect our view, & move this from good moral teaching - to the
true revelation of God’s redemptive work in our midst. Don’t need blind faith or no faith — God came as Jesus &
He is inviting us in.

Being barren was seen as a result of some sin in the family or some curse from past generation’s sin. Even thou h the
walked upright lives before God & others - they would have lived with constant whispers and speculatlons
* As we will see, this was a constant prayer to the Lord - maybe for 30-40 years of their life.

e Walking in God’s redemptive work — does not mean we will avoid pain.

Have you been praying for something - for a while - that is hard, painful, or full of confusion and
whispers? God is inviting us in — pain and prayer is one of the ways he ushers into His redemptive work.

(24 divs & 18,000 priests — so no

riest was permitted to offer incense more than once in his life-time. This was his opportunity!

e God’s presence is overwhelming (glorious). The residual glory of God on Gabriel overwhelmed Zachariah.

Gabriel stood in the presence of God! Ponder that for a moment. Day in & day out, this angel lived in the very presence
of God. He walks with, worships in the presence of, and most of all - he knows Holy God! Amazing. Zachariah - went to
the temple that day expecting what??? Who knows - but God, holy, glorious God - invited him in & is inviting us in!

Side note: God has not spoke in over 400 years to his people. His people have not heard: 1) His audible voice, 2) His



voice thru a Prophets mouth, 3) His voice thru an Angels mouth, 4) His voice thru the written word of a prophet. And, he

breaks this silence to tell a priest (1 of 18,000 who probably pray a lot) that his prayer has been heard. Why?

1) God is about to unfold the climatic chapter in His redemptive work. jUsiEpSEV Bl grlaBlel NSO
including you and I. That is why we are reading this today. 2000 plus years later,

2) But he had not forgotten Zechariah & Elizabeth. V:V U A U3 TRy Tl g {o) ofe [ 412 R TE,

e God is in our midst working His sovereign redemptive plan through us - as well as in us.

He cares, and hears, and is movini in and throuih us - even when we cannot see Him on the move.

God is inviting us in — because He cares you — and wants you to know the greatness of all he is about in us & this world.

e Living in God’s redemptive work brings joy in the midst of life.
God had joy and gladness in mind for Zachariah and “many” others in the birth of this child. Wouldn’t always be

because things were pleasant. John would grow up &: 1) move out - into the desert, 2) he would become a
controversial prophet: He was a freak to many He
was hoie to some _and a danger to others

and ultimately, 3) he would lose his head (literally) for God. Not everyday would be filled with gladness

- but God was inviting Zachariah into His redemptive work which promised joy (that which could not be taken by
circumstances) in the birth of this child. Why? Why would this child, a child bring joy to him and many
others?

God had a specific plan to use this child to turn many back to God’s presence & RULE in their life. In God’s presence
& rule - is Joy that cannot be taken by any circumstance. Notice: the joy was not based on Zachariah’s work.

e God’s redemptive work brings His presence - or Joy to many.

Our joy is never based on our work. It is always based on God’s work for us in His redemptive

Ultimately - the joy of God’s presence would come to this earth in Jesus (God the Son) and this child would pave
the wave for His arrival and work. What is Jesus’ work - to fulfill God’s eternal redemptive plan - to bring many
back to God. God is inviting us into something greater and bigger than us — that offers joy to us and to many others.

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall | know this? For | am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” As
amazing as everything was that God was laying before Zachariah - Zachariah didn’t believe God.
It wasn’t that he didn’t believe in God or that God was speaking to Him. He just didn’t believe what God was saying.

He didn’t trust God!

Are you here today? You believe God is ... But at times, you struggle believing God is trustworthy because you are
trying to walk in God’s bigger plan - but things aren’t working out the way you planned. There is pain or confusion or
shame maybe just one of those or maybe all three like Zach & Elizabeth had. Maybe your not walking in God'’s
bigger plan - but today you hear his invitation and it sounds ... (what) crazy, too much, to out there, too good.
Wherever you are today - listen and watch - witness how God cares for this one who doesn’t believe.

What was God saying to Zach? Your shame will be removed, you will have joy, and it will come in the midst of a child -
who will bring many into my joy thru my redemptive work. Zach’s response: Ah - [ don’t think so. Zachariah said no to
God’s invitation to join his redemptive work.

God is inviting us in - to join His redemptive work. Does our response to God’s invitation matter?

02. Does our response to God’s invitation matter?




Our response does not stop God’s redemptive work — but we can miss out on a season of Joy in Him.

God’s response to Zachariah
God does not punish Zachariah - but there is loving discipline.
He does not say: because of your unbelief I will take away your child. He does not say you are out of the priesthood,
or generations of your family line will be cursed and have no children because of your disobedience. (This is what
most of the religious leaders taught the people and why there was shame already over his family in their barren condition.)
Do you believe this? Have you been taught this? If so, that is a lie! THE CROSS - says God poured out all hi
punishment on Christ. If you are in Christ (trusted your soul to His redeeming work) no punishment for you!

But there is loving discipline.

God’s Iovini disciﬁline corrects our sin and turns us to Him and His Joy:

e Our response does not stop God’s redemptive work - in others or us
You will turn from you sin and believe in time because I am Sovereign King of All and I will accomplish all my

will. The angel said, because you don’t believe, you will be silent. God was going to allow
these 9 months to be a time where Zach could see that only in God and hls work — no matter the struggle and pain -
was Eoi The CROSS says - God doesn’t waste pain. It is God’s A j j get his life and

e Our response affects others.
- Zachariah’s response would have affected others belief - so God shut his mouth.
- Zachariah’s response affected the other priests while he was there and after he went home. He couldn’t do
his job the same.
- Zachariah'’s response affected his wife.

She could not talk with him or hear his words of love and affirmation for almost 9 months during a time
(pregnancy) - that I'm guessing she needed him and his words. She kept herself hidden from the people who had
shamed her - joyous but at the same time somewhat fearful because her husband had been struck mute by
God.

Our response affects others - especially those we love.

¢ Our response affects us — and our Joy in God.
- Zachariah'’s response affected himself and his joy in and with God. He missed out on the joy of the gospel for
a season - God’s redemptive work because of his response to the “good news”.
Your response to God’s invitation will affect you. God’s sovereign redemptive work will not be stopped in this
world, our city, your neighborhood, or even your family - but you will miss out on the joy of it - for a season.

God is inviting us in (pause, holy, awesome, loving God) - to join His redemptive work.

(What?) God is inviting us into a greater story of His redeeming work thru Jesus in this world.

(Why?) Because He loves us.

(How?) Prayer, pain, joy, telling others of His overwhelming greatness, loving others in their pain and joy,
serving others

Will you join Him?

Repent - today and see in the cross pain has a purpose to bring joy and God is present he is here



