RELIGIOUS REBEL / WITNESS 2 — PARTI

In the darkest moments, God often seems ... . How would you fill in the blank?

In the darkest moments, God often seems not good.

Last week, the crucifixion. Today -
Jesus is dead. To all who followed this wasn’t a dark moment, this was the darkest moment — pitch black. Everything they
believed in, the person they had hoped in ... was dead, gone. This was Friday. This Friday we will celebrate the day of Jesus’
death and actually call it “Good Friday”. Why? Why do we celebrate this day of Jesus’ death and why is it good? Next week we
celebrate the joy of Easter — death to life, death to life. But before Jesus came out of the grave to walk in new life, before there
was a resurrection, - Jesus died and it was dark, ... but we call it “Good Friday”! Why? / Today I believe God wants us to

wrestle with this 1 question... Can the darkest moment of your life - be good?

Answering our Question:

To do that, we are going to examine every account of the burial of Jesus and then follow where it leads us in regards to
Joseph - the man who is at the center of burying Jesus. Ready? Here we go.

The 4 Accounts of Jesus’ Burial
- Matthew tells us Joseph was a rich man who used his own tomb for Jesus. He was a disciple of Jesus — his
followers believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God who had come to bring God’s kingdom to the earth.

_—Mark tells us Joseph was a respected member of the council — the Jewish rulers who led the people to riot &
decided Jesus must die. He says it took courage to come to Pilate — meaning there was much reason to be afraid in doing this.
Interesting —he summoned our centurion from last week to see about Jesus’ death. Can you imagine that convo?

-Luke tells us Joseph was a member of the ruling council and he had disagreed w/ their decision and action in
their council meeting. Luke also adds he was a good and righteous man — who was looking for the Messiah.

-John tells us Joseph was a secret disciple of Jesus — for fear of the Jews. He even tells us Nicodemus came
with him — another leader who had come to Jesus in secret at the beginning of his ministry.

Joseph'’s Story
® Joseph was a rich, respected, good and righteous man from Arimathea, who lived in Jerusalem (where he owned a
tomb).

¢ Joseph was a member of the Jewish ruling council made up of the 2 parties that led the council — the Sadducees
and the Pharisees. Joseph was probably a Pharisee bc of he was looking for the kingdom to come.
® Joseph had been a secret follower of Jesus.

But tells us he was not alone in this view.

If they publicly aligned themselves w Jesus they would lose everything. Being put out of the synagogue meant losing your
one place of worship. But it also meant losing friends, business, and your life as you knew it because you were not just
banished from the synagogue and the temple — others were banished from you.

Joseph Follows Jesus in the Darkest Moment

® Joseph did not vote in agreement with the decision and action of the council to condemn Jesus. —The one Joseph
thought to be the Messiah, God — was being accused of blasphemy for saying he was God. While it was true, he said he was
God, it was not blasphemy, for he was God. And the goal of this council was to kill Jesus. He could not stand by and follow in
secret anymore — yet what compelled him to follow Jesus publicly into this dark moment of fear & confusion.

® Joseph went to Pilate and asks for the body of Jesus. Practically, this was an important thing to Joseph otherwise Jesus
would be buried with all the other executed criminals — in one mass grave in the trash dump near Golgotha hill. But



going public as a follower of Christ in this the darkest moment of his life. Why?
What moves you to follow Jesus even when things seem the most dark — when you can’t see him?

What

moves you to follow Jesus even when things seem the most dark — when you can’t see him?

® Joseph joined with Nicodemus to take down and bury the body of Jesus. This action would officially align his life with
Jesus and cause his excommunication from the Jewish faith and life. This would end his life as a Jewish leader — his influence
and life as he knew it would end. This would end friendships — his social world as he knew it would end. This would end his
ability to do his business as he had — his economic world as he knew it would end. This would end his ability to worship in
the Temple — his religious world as he knew it would end.

What moved Joseph, in the darkest moment of his life, to follow after Jesus — believing He was good?

® Joseph had been a secret follower — but at the last moment in the council, he cannot hold back — he votes no

® And his decision to ask for Jesus’ body had come at the last moment. Mark's account tells us he went and bought linen. He did
not come to the execution ready to do this. Why now — in the darkest moment of his life — does his follow after Jesus.

What moves a man or woman — in the darkest moment of their life — to follow after Jesus?
Is this where you are? Are you in a really dark moment —
? How do we move — much less follow Jesus in these moments when it feels
like following him is not good. Do you have a friend or someone you know in this dark place?

Truth: we live in a world broken by sin, by the rebellion of men and women against holy God and because of that
— we will all at some point find ourselves in a “darkest moment”. The question isn’t if but when!
When darkness envelopes your life, when things aren’t good — Can this darkest moment in life — be good?

What moved Joseph, in the darkest moment of his life, to follow after Jesus — believing He was good?

We need to do a little more digging. In order to see what moved Joseph to follow Jesus in the midst of great darkness, we
must first see the deeper sin that moved him to live in the shadows when things were good - back to our passage in Jn 12.

What does the scripture say,
They weren t just timid, shy, or fearful. The word says there is a deeper issue. At the core, the real reason they hid in fear
of their fellow leaders — They loved the glory of man more than the glory of God. Glory? It could be interpreted as
praise or approval. But in this context — this word means so much more. What is the context? Lets dig deeper ...

RN 122028 ESW) (reac)
JORN 227-52 &1 (read)
IRN 123643 ESW (reac)

glory - the greatness of something - in reference to God - glory is the overwhelming greatness of God
The leaders who believed in Him, did not want to lose the greatness they gained from men.
The “greatness” we get from men can be 1) their following, 2) their approval, 3) our control, 4) their affection, 5) the value
they give us, or 6) how they make us feel. The greatness they knew from men was better than the greatness they knew from
God. This was the sin that kept Joseph in a secret fearful life in the shadows when things were good.

What moved Joseph, in the darkest moment of his life out of the shadows, to follow after Jesus — believing He
was good? I believe the same passage will show us.

— Jesus says, it is time for me to be seen as the greatest of all — above all -

— Jesus says, : to reveal that God is the greatest of all — above all

— Jesus says — do it —
— God the Father speaks for all to hear —
at your death when ...

throughout creation, Your life, your work, (@and I will

When I am lifted up on the cross — the
glory of God will be revealed and it will draw men and women to God as the greatest of all — above all.



— And what is it that allowed Isaiah to speak of these prophecies about God the way he did? _
He saw the glory of God.
And what moved Joseph and Nicodemus to follow Jesus in this the darkest moment of their life - to speak up for his
body, and give up their life as they knew it — they saw the glory of God when Jesus was lifted up on the cross.

Joseph saw God’s glory in Jesus on the cross and it moved him to follow Jesus out of the shadows into the
darkest moment of his life. In the cross — and the cross alone, Joseph said - the greatness I see in Jesus is greater
than the greatness I know and enjoy in men. It wasn’t his faith, it wasn’t his belief that something good was going
to happen. It was the GLORY of God in JESUS ON THE CROSS DYING!

It was Jesus on the cross that changed Joseph. Here he saw the goodness of God so bright, so loud, so brilliantly. For [
believe God allowed Joseph and Nicodemus to see the Messiah — Jesus for who he was and what he had come to do:
give his life for them, for us- for sinners who are broken and long for the glory of men more than the glory of God.

In the darkest moments, the cross is the only light that reveals the goodness of God.

God allowed Joseph to see Jesus as glorious — the overwhelming greatness of who He is was completely revealed as he
died for him and his desire to know the glory of men. Jesus was shown as great — glorious — the true glory Joseph

wanted - it made him come flying out of the shadows after the one who was dying on his behalf — for you and 1.

"Darkness doesn't mean the absence of peace - you just have to go to where the peace is in the middle of
the darkness. Jesus is the peace.” Tiffany Smiley

Can the darkest moment of your life - be good? Conclusion:

We long for the glory of men or others. That is, we long forQUER lCEUIESRICR CiRieluReauElSYbc it gives us a taste
of a hunger we have in our soul. But it just gives a taste — it does not satisfy and we know this when we enter into the

darkest moments of life. At these moments — the glory of men does not satisfy. Their affection, following, or approval —
does not satisfy our soul in the darkest moments. Our control, the value they give us, and how they make us feel doesn 't
matter. It doesn t satisfy, it doesn 't help the confusion, - it doesn't give us hope.

We are left afraid, confused, and hopeless. It is at these moments — the darkest moments — we often think:
* God is not good — He does not want me.

Are you here? Are you? In the darkest moment — God is not gone or bad — you just have to go to where He is.
God is not gone or bad — you just have to go to where He is.
Go to the cross! In the darkest moments, the cross is the only light that reveals the goodness of God.

If you want to see the goodness of God in the darkest moments of this life, the only place you can go is the cross. Because
there, goodness in its fullest form is seen — holy God taking on Him all our evil sin & the evil of this world.

In the darkest moments, the cross is the only light that reveals the goodness of God.

Darkness reveals who we seek glory from — men or God. The cross shows us the glory of me is puny, weak and God s is great.
But it also shows us we are sinful and in need of Jesus to rescue us.

If you are in a dark moment — God wants to rescue your soul — not just you from the situation you are in.

Darkness will come again and again in this world. Will you have peace in the darkness when it comes again? Only if you are in
Christ — trust him with your soul today.

Believer - Darkness does not mean God is absent or doesn 't want to use you. We must go to the cross and stare long and deep at
God s glory. There you might see that you have longed for man's glory and it has kept you living a secret life of following God.
If so — repent — see his glory in the cross and let him awaken you to his love, his peace, his presence that moves you to follow
him even in the darkest moments. Come to the cross now. Good Friday is good bc it says:

In the darkest moments, the cross is the only light that reveals the goodness of God.



