MISSION — BUILDS COMMUNITY

Mission - builds community.

Mission - builds community.

What is mission and what is community?

Mission = gospel; together in the gospel and for the gospel.

Together in the gospel = is the gospel (finished work of Christ) at work in us, changing, transforming us thru the power of
the Holy Spirit. God uses his word, prayer, and other believers to press the truths of the gospel into us.

Together for the gospel is how we engage others outside of Christ with the power and truth of the gospel- actions/words
Communit i = relationships involving mutual sharing and giving because of what we have in Christ.

JStott
1) What we share in together that we have received together from God as part of the same family by Christ’s work.

2) What we give together to each other and to others outside our family — because we are together in the family of God.
When we live together on God’s redemptive mission (the gospel at work in us and the gospel at work thru us), God
builds community (koinania). What God builds is beautiful and powerful - & its evidenced in this prayer.

Mission - builds a community of thankfulness.

Paul was thankful because of what they shared together in the gospel - in Jesus’ work. And, Paul was thankful for what

they gave together as you will see - they were partners in the gospel work of living together in and for. But Paul was also
rateful - because the Philippian church was known as a comm. of thankfulness. Rejoicing was their deal - he enc more.

Mission - builds a community o

friendships are. They are all wonderful gifts of God — but they cannot be our source ofj




Joy — is the indestructible inner presence of God that is good, hopeful, and often, but not always, full of
smiles. It cannot be destroyed by what is going on outside. Sure, it can be affected by - but not destroyed. The joy Paul
spoke of was not based on their koinania, but the gospel that built the beautiful and powerful koinania they knew.

Sounds like a bad transition. Why does God go from talking about the power of the gospel to shape the beauty of His
community - to God will complete His work in you? Why this now? I think it is because joy is something that is
impossible for us to do. We can’t make ourselves joyful, we can’t keep ourselves joyful, and we can’t keep other things or
people from seeming to take our joy. So right in the middle of God telling us how God’s mission in and for the gospel
builds the impossible - community of joy - God tells us how the impossible is done. -

Mission — builds a community of transformation!

God plainly and clearly tells us - the joy that He promises - only comes from Him.

- God began the work in - as he gave us His Spirit by Christ’s work.

- God will continue the work - through Christ’s work - as you live in community. ‘

- God will finish the work - through Christ’s work - and His body, His community will be in His joy.
We are not done -with this passage - there is more - but I want to stop and pray right now - and ask God
toworkinus. God - WORK in US Specifically that He would do 2 things:

1) Remind us - You God are our joy. Your Spirit in us. Not our circumstances or community. Christ in us.
2) Father - transform us into people who live in Your joy and for Your joy. We cannot conjure up joy. We seek
it in other things but God’ presence. Let’s ask God for His joy to overwhelm and become our identity. Right now

lets do these two things. Let’s pray.
PRAY - position doesn’t affect our prayers before God, but it affects our attitude — reminds us of who is who — kneel.

Paul concludes his prayer - with two more things mission builds in communi

Mission - builds a community of deep affection!




For sure - there are individuals I have a deep affection for in this body because of mission together. BUT - I can also
honestly say - I love this body with a deep affection. Notice how Paul frames who he has this deep affection?
Vs 7 -all, all, vs 8 - all.

go on mission together. Even if it not with every single
If we have no affection for the body or any part of Christ’s body — why? It is not just that you are not connected.

You can be connected and not feel deep affection - because you are not living on mission with anyone.

GOD IS AT WORK N You and I as we live on mission together, but he is also at work in many others we don’t even
know about. He tells us to trust him - the fields are white unto harvest. He has planted and watered. Question is — Will we be
harvest hands? This is why our mission is to not just live in the gospel - but also for the gospel. This is God’s work thru us.

Mission - builds a communiti that increases in number bi Christ’s work Ilovei.

e Paul celebrated their participation with him - in for the gospel work, declaring, defending the gospel. And,
They were being sent together to places not near Phillipi to declare the gospel and they were going right into their own
town defending the gospel and declaring it with their words. But Paul’s prayer - is that God’s love in them - would
continue to increase and be poured it even greater to others - who did not His love.

o Although he gave thanks for the impact of their gospel work, he specifically prays that their love - how they
communicated, shared and engaged others with the gospel would look more and more like Jesus.

(agapeo — unconditional God given love of God) / (overflow / in excess —
- nature of love that is like Jesus) and the - that they would love like Jesus.

unending)

That we live in community together - is vital. But just living in community — will build closeness and maybe
even care - but rarely does it breath the unconditional agape love of God into and thru our lives to others,
This defines the community of Jesus Christ according to the Word - God'’s love being lived in, given to each other,

and even more — given to those who are far from Jesus’ love - and may even not be for us,

Our college community at that church - which was small, awkward, and diverse - grew tight that summer and it all
began with a few college students - going on mission together.

Mission trips have always been a name for something [ didn’t really like. Why? It makes it sound like something we
don’t do here, at home - we just do on a trip. 'm not sure of a better name. The point is this - we are called to be
partners in the gospel - live on mission together - every day. As we do - community, deep koinania will be built.

LET’S LIVE ON GOD’S MISSION TOGETHER as HE BUILDS HIS COMMUNITY.

This summer - we are asking God to move in us and through us. We are asking him - do the work only he can do.
SO we have committed to pray together - asking God

GOD - work in us.

GOD - work thru us.

We want to facilitate this with prayer all summer.
1) Every time we gather here together - we are going to pray and ask God to move - in us and thru us.
Just a minute - we will ask God to move thru us.

2) Sunday nights - we are asking our whole body to prayer walk in their neighborhood

3) We will have more opportunities to pray and to engage others.

Now - let’s on mission together in prayer.



