The Justice of God —Malachi 4:1-6

Today we are going to talk about the gospel - because it is the direct message of this passage. And my
prayer is that if like my neighbor - you have never heard what God is about to share with us through
His word, that you would not hear this just as something that was said long ago to people who lived
long ago but as a word - a loving and urgent word - for today, for you and I. Regardless of how many
times you have heard - I pray this falls on your head and heart with a freshness and power today.

. There is one main thought for you to hear today and this is the first part of it ...

01.We cannot escape the punishment (wrath) of God —

e Thereis ajudgment day coming.

- - - all who openly rebel against God’s holy ways. _

Jesus said - all our evil actions come from in us - and this is what make us evil. And evil is not just
gross actions - it is all actions and thoughts against God’s holy ways. To think otherwise we are
fools or arrogant.

- - all who secretly rebel against God’s holy ways.

This is all of us. Jesus said we are all sinners. We get that. That’s why we say - we are
human. We all mess up. But God is saying it is more than a mess up. It is evil against holy God.




What will this judgment day be like?

- What is the judgment or the punishment for all evil doers and all arrogant before God?
They will be fully and completely punished by his judgment.

Jesus said...

Punishment will be JUST, ETERNAL, SPIRITUAL (separated from God’s presence) PHYSICAL

But look at the end of the verse and the powerful 3 letter word - but ..., but, = There is hope.

This is not the end of this word from God in Malachi. - This is not the end of the story’
There is good news. And, it is really good news in light of our inescapable punishment. Part Il of I ...

We cannot escape the punishment (wrath) of God —
02.- unless we rest in the justice of God — His rescue for us.

God poured out all His justice on Jesus - which allows God to rescue us from His punishment (wrath).

What did God to Jesus? What did Jesus take for you?

All of God'’s just punishment -his righteous anger, his justice, His punishment - Spiritual and
Physical was taken out on Jesus.

Question is — how does this remove God’s punishment from you and I?

Because Jesus fully satisfied God’s justice — it was just (sinless one took all our sin),

it was physical (brutal), and it was spiritual (the greatest pain was becoming guilty of our sin).
Because Jesus fully satistied God’s justice — you and I can be rescued from God’s punishment if we
believe, if we rest our soul on the justice of God in Jesus.

- Is your soul in desperate need of rest?
If you have never come to a place of rest in your soul with God - and God is showing you now that

you desperately need this - you can rest your soul in God’s justice taken out on Jesus.

HOW?




- God came to his people here in Malachi, to rescue them.
God has come to us, to you - to rescue you in the person and work of Jesus.

This rescue is so much more than an escape.
The words of God here to his people literally says it is a “happily ever after - forever.”

Clarity - the fear (the awe) is the result of the rescue - not what gains you and I rescue.

- righteousness - we will get Christ’s perfect right standing before God in exchange for our evil and arrogant
ways. (vs 2)

- healing - we have our body, soul, and mind restored to how it was intended to be. (vs 2)

- freedom - we will know freedom from the evil acts and arrogant ways that have kept us bound to a life of
fear, pride, posing, hiding, guilt, shame, and more. (vs 2)

- joy - we know the joy of God’s presence (vs 2)

- reigning with Him - we will work with God’s in His new kingdom. (vs 3)

- love from our Heavenly Father - Jesus quoted this in reference to | Baptist’s preaching mostly referring to
how this would turn the hearts of the children of Israel toward God the Father. This would be so much more
than a get of jail or hell free card. This was about a relationship and one where our hearts would become his
forever and his heart - the father’s - would be turned toward us forever. (vs 6)

Judgment is coming. God tells us this as a warning to plead with us to hear His good news!
We need to hear the truth about the vile and gross weight of our sin toward holy God. For the good
news of the gospel is just a small bit of information otherwise. But - God also wants you to hear the
beauty and love of what He is calling you to in Christ. So much more than an escape - is the life, the
life eternal we get of with Him as His heart is turned toward us - toward you!

Will you rest your soul in God’s justice now? NijiHeionbor i withoutmethenextday

Will you trust your right standing before God to the work of Jesus on your behalf? Will you sit on
Jesus’ work? How? Simply - ask him. (PRAY)

God you judged Jesus for me - for my arrogant and evil acts. I believe, I trust my
soul to Jesus and his work on my behalf. Rescue me because of Jesus’ work.

COMMUNION: 1) Come talk with a pastor today. Ask questions - pray - be clear.

2) Take communion as a living act that reminds us of our rescue. Believer - may word today open our
eyes to the love of our God. May it move us toward Him and other in love.

3) Baptism - is like communion. We do in obedience as a sign of our faith in Christ. If you have rested
in Christ today or earlier - we would love for you to declare this tonight in baptism.




