Faith that Moves us to Goodness

What is “good”? What does saying something is “good” mean?
Common definition of good = what is pleasing and right

This idea of good can be confusing as Calvin demonstrates - what is “good”?

A young man walked up to Jesus one day and said - “Good teacher what good thing must I do to have eternal
life?” Jesus did not first answer the eternal life question - he answered the label of “good” he put on his price to gain
heaven and that he put on Jesus. Jesus knew this man - like most of us — had a wrong view of good. Jesus said, “Why do
you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. God!”

Jesus was saying, “God alone is good.”

Today God is going to redeem and redefine the word, the idea of good.
God is mercy and his mercy is good. God is justice and his justice is good.
(Both are good, but both aren’t what you would always define as pleasant.) God defines good as
Good = anything (pleasant or painful) which comes from God with the purpose of bringing us to know God
This is so hard for us to believe and God knows this. In this passage he warns us ..

When we live in an overwhelmingly painful trial — we can easily believe God is not good.

This is the main truth - the big truth or idea God is going to plead with us to believe today.
When we believe in God’s unchanging goodness —
God and his goodness define trials rather than trials defining God.
That is - when we truly believe God is good and unchanging in His goodness, painful trials don’t make me
LAY A R lie kMR ather than trials defining God - God and his goodness define trials.

01. Why is what we believe as true about God so important?
02. How do we see God’s unchanging goodness in trials?

01. Why is what we believe as true about God so important?

believe = to acknowledge as true and to trust oneself to this.
What we believe as TRUE - actively shapes how we think, how we act, what we strive after.

What we believe as true shapes how we think, how we act, and what we pursue in this life.

What you believe about God and how we relate to God is often called theology or doctrine.



You may say you don’t care about that or think that is very important. Truth - it is vital. What you
believe as true about God and who we are as people - leads to how we think, how we act, and what we
pursue. Everyone has a theology. Everyone says - “Oh, [ don’t think God is like that.” You say that bc
you have a theology, a belief about God. And this belief - shapes how you think about situations, how
ou act and react in these situations, and what you pursue as a result.
n this passage - God is going to warn us. He is going to loudly and strongly say - what you
believe to be true about me vitally affects how you receive trials. s2gR0Na i ilelliRaa¥ta§ (o) v 1Xe (o)
When | believe in God’s unchanging goodness — God and his goodness define trials rather than
trials defining God.

02. How do we see God’s unchanging goodness in trials?

1] Truth: Trials — are tests from God - not fo PROVE who we are— but to IMPROVE us, transform us into His
good and perfect image.

Blessed = joy, this internal eternal longing of our soul that only comes from life with God - comes to
us through trials.
Trials - are from God and can be painful or pleasing moments or seasons.

Truth: Trials - are tests from God - not to prove who we are - but to improve, transform us.

There is a lie we are tempted to believe in trials.
Lie: God set me up to fail.

God will provide a way out of temptation. _ But God will test you beyond you.
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e God uses evil acts by those who do not follow Christ to accomplish his

e This desire to pursue things not of God - come from within us. Yl EINu| 2R 1NV RN
desire is echoed in world views that oppose God and in Satan who lives to oppose God.

e God can use evil to test Christ followers - but he does not use it in followers to tempt us to
S WTruth: Trials — are tests from God - nof to PROVE who we are— but to IMPROVE us.

2] Truth: God’s own know all trials come to us from our Father’s love and goodness.

God pleads again — don’t believe the lies that we hear during trials.
e Lie: God doesn’t love me - if he did | would not being going through so much pain.




Truth: God proves His love in that he willfully allowed His Son to know our evil so we could be His own
and know His goodness.

Pain does not mean God does not love you - look at the cross. He allowed his Son whom he has
loved for eternity to endure it all so you could know the greatness and goodness of God. Sometimes
we may not understand the why of pain - but we can know for sure the God of our pain and that he
loves us.
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e Lie: God is not always good to me - look how up and down my life is.
Truth: My life is God'’s - not mine - so everything in this life is not about me but first and foremost
about displaying the greatness of God.
- In our pain, God is most often displayed as overwhelmingly loving and good above all
things.

- The center of God’s world is not me - yet he loves me greatly - does this show you the
goodness of God.

When we believe in God’s unchanging goodness — God and his goodness define trials rather than
trials defining God.



