The Faith That Moves us to Trust God's Justice

There are some of you in this room that have been deeply harmed by those who had power or position over you. There are
others who have shared in this hurt even thought it didn’t directly happen to you. Today, God comes to give hope — real

hope in the middle of your hurt, your anguish. He has heard you and he cares. Today — in His word, He comes to you and
I and the whole body of Christ with a powerful promise full of strong hope. Here is our main truth:

When we have been deeply harmed — resting in God’s justice is our only hope for wholeness.
(deeply harmed or abused, oppressed, or exploited / wholeness or healing, complete restoration of your soul)
01. When deeply harmed by another, we are called to rest in God’s complete justice.
02. Often, we run after revenge when we or someone we care about is deeply harmed.
03. How do we rest in God’s perfect and complete justice?

01. When deeply harmed by another, we are called to rest in God’s complete justice.

e God sees the oppressor’s actions — and promises judgment.

This is a declaration of judgment against unbelievers who have deeply harmed others through their power
and position - in this case achieved by wealth. Wealth in our culture is just about everyone - for us this is
more about those who have harmed those through power and position.

-They have hoarded wealth for self - to gain power and position.

-They have used their power and position to exploit others.

-They have exploited others to satisfy their own selfish and obese desires.

6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.
-Their power and position has abused, exploited, oppressed, and even murdered some.
One more thought was added. d Literally this means - he could not or did not resist you.
It is even translated this way in most other bible translations. He could not or did not resist you means - the
man or woman was living in such a fragile condition that if he resisted — he would have lost his job, his place
in the community, his life - or she would have lost her marriage, her ability to feed her kids, etc.

e God will bring perfect and complete justice to all.

- At Christ’s return — the oppressor and the oppressed will receive perfect and complete justice.

(Rom 1:16 ... of the gospel, it is

the power of salvation to all who believe)



- The unrighteous - oppressor will be declared guilty by their works and will be physically and
spiritually punished forever. (9-physically suffering / 9-spiritually punished away from God)

F

- The righteous - who were oppressed - will be declared innocent by Christ’s work and will be fully
accepted and restored by Christ.

The oppressed and abuse find healing and wholeness when we rest in God’s justice.
1) The guilty (by their works) will be completely judged and punished. (More importantly ...)
2) The innocent (by Christ’s work) will be completely accepted and restored.

02. Often, we run after revenge when we or someone we care about is deeply harmed.

e Revenge only brings emptiness to all. _adultery>loss>revenge>destruction
- Revenge is birthed by a loss of dignity or name.
- Revenge seeks to reclaim or redeem our dignity or name by taking another’s.
- Revenge only leads to both parties losing dignity or name.
You are seeking to be whole again and somehow hurting

another or wanting them to hurt promise

a measure of healing to us - that it never gives!|

You cannot deliver yourself - redeem your name, your dignity - all you do is harm yourself and others.

—

e The desire for justice comes from God.
Justice is from God and is a part of everyone’s soul. We all want it when something awful happens
to us or even to someone we feel was vulnerable - small child, disabled, or woman. But just wanting
someone to get just punishment is not perfect and complete justice. It also includes you finding healing that
brings wholeness back to your soul. That is how God wants to redeem your name - but he has even more!



Revenge is the perversion of justice - because it only seeks to redeem your name and doing so just
hurts everyone’s name the oppressor, you, and God. It does not satisfy or make whole.
Justice seeks to redeem your name — and God’s name.

03. How do we rest in God’s perfect and complete justice?

e Ongoing confession of our desire revenge.
- Lord, | confess | desire revenge. Help me believe it is futile and harms all names -even Yours.

e Ongoing repentance that turns us to perfectly just Jesus.

When I seek revenge - what am I saying about the cross?

- In running after revenge, | am saying God you did not exact enough justice on Jesus.
I am saying the cross is not enough to forgive my oppressor or to judge him one day.
For he or she will receive one or another in perfect and complete justice. He will receive forgiveness bc he/she
rests on Christ’s work and God’s justice or Jesus. So is God’s justice on Jesus enough for what was done to you?
Revenge says NO! Or, if he/she rejects Jesus - the wrath poured out on Jesus will be equally poured out on
your oppressor. Revenge says - that is not enough.

- In running after revenge, | am saying God you are not perfectly and completely JUST.
If the cross falls short I am saying - God you fall short.

REPENT of defaming God’s name - and turn to Him who is
prove this.

¢ Living out the kingdom of God now.

As you wait for perfect and complete justice to come for you and the oppressor ...

- Walk in ongoing love and forgiveness toward your enemy. (Takes time - set boundaries!)

As we, the body of Christ, wait for perfect and complete justice to come for the oppressed ...

- Speak out for the oppressed.
e speak love and truth - emphasis on truth to sinners. We speak out against bullies as Jesus did.)

- Defend and care for the vulnerable beini harmed.



When we don'’t live out the kingdom now - we spread a message of hopelessness to those
who have been harmed. We defame the name of God and help spread the lie - He and His
body do not care.

We bring the hope of healing and wholeness in Christ - to those who have been harmed
when we live out the kingdom of God now.

When we have been deeply harmed — resting in God’s justice is our only hope for wholeness.



