Advent V
what if God is with us - NOW?”

_ (repeat)
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What if God is with us now?
1. What if God was in our world and active in the affairs of nations and active in the greater happenings on

(QIRYETgiad W ould it give you hope and comfort or would it make you mad that He is not doing more:

2. What if God was in our world - calling you to join Him in a something greater than all your successes or
(U CIWhat if the successes you've had or the failures you've experienced where all a part of His
greater plan - not to make you great, but to bring you in to be a part of something Great. What if all
your plans and work were somehow pointing you to see God’s greater work in this world that he was
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calling you to join him in. Would it give you a powerful hope and purpose or would it make you
disappointed that God and his work is the greatness he has called you to:

3. What if God was with you - in you?




What if God could lived inside you, moved with you, engaged with you, loved you? What if God was
with you? Would it change how you see God? Would it change how you see you and others? Could He,
s presence be life changing for you:

The Promise of God — “l will be with you!”
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For centuries over 20 different times God promised He would not only be with His us — but He would come to
this earth to be with us.

When the time was perfect in God’s eyes — he wrapped himself in skin — and allowed a young girl to push
him through a birth canal into this world — so God could be with us. Almighty God who lived in great peace
and order — entered our chaos our mess. But there was more to God being with us than Jesus being born
2000 years ago into this world. His birth into this world as a man who was all God was vital — but just a
part.

He then lived a life — full of love, mercy, justice, grace, giving, healing, caring. He lived a perfect sinless
life — the life we should have lived. And this was hugely important. He didn’t just enter our mess, he
engaged in our mess and brought love, healing, redemption, restoration — a picture of how things will one
day be restored in Christ. And this was vital as well, but this was just another part.

Jesus, God then died — in our place, in my place, and in your place. He entered our mess, engaged in our
mess — and then he took all the punishment for our mess in his death on the cross. This allows for us to be
with God. You see — what separates God from you and | — is not distance, or your good works, - it is your
mess of sin and rebellion that resides in your heart. And no amount of you trying to move yourself toward
God will effort bridge the distance between you and God — because it is not about space it is about sin. It is
not about distance — it is about rebellion. And God did the unthinkable, the amazing, the beautiful — instead
of punishing you, instead of crushing your rebellion with power — he crushed his Son instead, he punished
Jesus in your place — so you could be with God.

Then, Jesus rose from the dead. This too was needed and vital. Because in rising from the dead, he
conquered the greatest fear we all believe will keep us from God — death. Jesus rose from the dead proving
his perfect life and his power as God is greater than your rebellion and your death.

Then, Jesus physically left this earth to be with the God the Father. Why??? To send His Spirit, the very
presence of God to be with us.

God is with us now. In this place, in this very room.

What separates Him from you is not space or distance — just your heart.

All your good works, all your outward wrappings, all your efforts to look good do not bring you into the
presence of God.

How do we know God with us now? How does God live in us now?



Faith — Trust that Jesus came, lived, died, rose — for you. Throw yourself, sit yourself on the person and
work of Jesus.

He has done all the work — He came, he lived perfectly, died for all your guilt and shame, and rose to
conquer death and sin.

He has done all the work — you simply trust, faith Jesus. AND HE WILL COME to be WITH YOU
NOW.

Believe- trust that Jesus is God and that he came to be with us now and he did that through his life, death, and
resurrection so you could be with Him. So you could have comfort in this world — bc he is here.

So you could know His great plan that he calls you to join him in. And, mostly, so you could know the loving
and powerful presence of God come to live in you. When he comes — guilt, shame begin to leave. You will begin
to sense his love and even more his like of you. Trust him now.

PRAYER

Christ follower — maybe you feel like God is far from you now. Maybe your actions, your passion, your life has
been anything but the things that God is about in this world. Maybe you have been about trying to make you
great this past year — and you have forgotten you were called to be a part of someone great — in Christ.

No work needed — just believe — the cross did enough for God to be with you now and his promise — | will never
leave you.



