Let’s Serve together / Equipped to Serve — Bride of Christ

Servants of MORE

In Luke 14:12 Jesus said to a host:

said, Luke 6:32:

Servants of more, like Jesus, risk love.

What could happen in our hope-LESS world -
if we followed Christ’s calling to be servants of MORE?

01. What does a servant of MORE look like? See lots of stories - Stephanas and others
02. How do we become this servant of MORE? What has Jesus done for us to be a servant of more with Him?
03. What could this mean — if together we lived as servants of MORE? 7

. What does a servant of MORE look like?

Same word in Gk for both words.

Stephanas saw all service as ministry. He didn’t see just programmed/organized ministry as “true serving”. He

saw all service as ministry: loving the widow when no one saw and caring for the hurting in his home - was ministry.

Understanding that all service is ministry - led him to be devoted to serving in his home, the body, & the community.

* He is noted in this verse as devoting himself to the service of the saints.

* But we also know Paul baptized his whole family 1 Cor 1:16 and this happened most believe because Stephanas
believed and led his whole household to hear of Jesus. In addition, he led his whole house to be servants.

* Corinth church was noted for how it served the community. No doubt, the leader of this body of servants led the way.

16 be subject to such as these, and to every fellow worker and laborer. (every fellow) implies all of us are workers.

Stephanas saw all believers as servants of Jesus Christ. Stephanas got this — and lived to serve together with this
body and lived to serve the body. This led him to go to Paul and serve him as vs 17 says ...

He refreshed the spirit of Paul as well as many in their own church in Corinth. Refreshed= invigorated and or
energized the life of Jesus in believers. He wasn’t just a RedBull of encouragment that wore off in days. But rather
this refreshment meant he gave lasting energy to the life of Christ in other believers.



This refreshing of others is the evidence of a servant of MORE. What did this look like? Sometimes it helps to see
what something is not — in order to see what it is. So let’s look at what a servant of less is... 11

Servants of less / Around them - we want less, expect less, hope less ...

Servants of less - often lead us to have LESS hope and want LESS of Jesus. Ultimately, servants of less serve -but|
[ o [lei ) iind (gl Il s VAVl S ervants of less functionally believe the brokenness of this world
is greater than the finished work of Christ and all that it gives us.
Some of us have quit serving in the body & in the community because you don’t think it matters. Servants of less
have crushed the hope in your soul. I'm sorry - let’s be the bride of Christ - the body that is known as servants of
more.

Stephanas made others MORE in Christ. He encouraged others and helped others believe that God loved them MORE
than they knew. He helped others love God MORE than they did. He led others to give MORE, serve MORE, engage
MORE and be bold for Christ MORE. Ultimately Stephanas & all ...

Servants of more believe and live this truth: the finished work of Christ is greater than the brokenness of
this world.

02. How do we become this servant of MORE?

_ In these 3 words are how we become servants of more. They are not just titles or names for

Jesus. They are who he was, what he did, and what he is doing to bring us into his life. Jesus was a servant of more.

And, he calls us to this life with him. -

A servant of more — is the life and invitation of Jesus.

® Jesus ... Saved us to MORE. Jesus (God saves) came to rescue us from Holy God’s judgment on our rebellion.
He took our place of eternal punishment!!! He risked love in serving us - but this is his how we are
redeemed, rescued - saved. If we faith his work we not only have this punishment removed - we receive the
life of Jesus in us and become his son, his servant. I want to be very clear here:

We do not have our punishment removed because we serve. We do not have the life of Christ because we

serve. Rather, because Christ served us with His life —we get his life & are called to be servants of more.

1) Have you faithed Jesus’ work to make you right with God and remove his punishment from you?
Only by faith in Jesus’ servant work - do we begin to become a servant of more. Amazing, but this is not all.

e Christ ... Transforms us for MORE. The finished work of Christ - thru God’s Spirit - is restoring us to be the
servant we were intended to be - one who knows and gives perfect love, joy, hope like Christ.

Positive attitudes do not bear up under the weight of the brokenness
of this world. Bob Taylor had way more than a positive attitude. He had hope & peace in the midst of despair
and chaos. I want that. 2) The Spirit of God is changing us - to be servants of more. Who have hope in
Christ when things are awful, the love of Christ when it hurts, and the peace of Christ in chaos.

e [ord ... Calls us to MORE with Him. At this moment - the Word says Jesus our LORD is also serving still. He
is intervening before God the Father for you and I - shutting down the accusations of the enemy.
At the same time, he is calling your neighbor, family member to Him. He is still serving - even now.

We are called to be fellow workers, laborers, servants with Christ in God’s redemption plan. Not optional. It is our call.
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03. What could this mean — if together we lived as servants of MORE?



1) As we embrace ALL SERVICE as ministry — we will proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord in our body, our
homes, and our community.

When we see all service as ministry and all ministry as service - we won’t make what we do define
service.

Even more they are watching us asking the silent question - is your Jesus a servant like you? Did he just
come and serve for a moment - pretending to be a servant to gain my service? Was it just a means to an end?

We must repent of this kind of service church. This isn’t Jesus or us. We are called to be servants of
more: full time, life time. eternity bound - servants of Jesus Christ our Lord. As we begin to see service is
ministry we will begin to daily repent when we don't live this way - and declare Jesus Christ as Lord as we do.

—

2) As we embrace we are ALL SERVANTS of Jesus, God will unleash an army of servants of more.
Here we see the body of Christ organized - corporately going to serve - Paul.
We have a good number of servants all across this body in organized service. The numbers are about 60% of
the adults in this body serve and a good number of our students and children do as well.
What would happen if we all saw that we are servants of a Jesus? I believe God could unleash an
army of servants of more - to our body, our homes, and this community.




Paul — the human author — wrote this letter to the Corinth church from Ephesus at a time when there was much growth in
the church across this part of the world — but there was also much persecution and Paul was in it. As well — he received a
letter from Corinth telling him of issues in the church - divisions, gross sexual immorality, law suits, abuse of the Lord’s
supper, doctrinal lies about Christ’s return, and more. Paul no doubt — was down and wondering — does it matter?
3) As we embrace that we are completely satisfying to God in Christ — we will live as servants of more and
refresh others to be servants of more.
If you are a servant of Jesus, who is trying to be a servant of more & struggling right now, you feel defeated:
e God notices you!
If you are on the sidelines — because of wounds, hope-LESS-ness, - only one thing is going to bring you
back to being a servant of more - being captured by this truth ...
e God is satisfied with you!
Enduring and thriving as a servant of more isn’t about gifts or titles or things going right. It is believing and
resting in this truth — God is satisfied with you no matter what the results of your service.
We must be around other servant’s or more when we are doing great or feeling - less - hopeless.
We all need to be refreshed - often. Let’s live together as servants of more - for Christ’s sake.

Imagine a whole body of servants of more - declaring not themselves but Jesus Christ as Lord - for
Christ’s sake. Our homes, our body, our community — will never be the same!
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