“Immanuel” / Advent 2018

‘What if God was with us — right now?

You are here You are holy we are standing in Your glory

In other words, what would it be like if God was not just “with us” in this room - but you were with God. That is
He was in you? What if God lived inside you, moved with you, engaged with you, and was satisfied with you?

What if God was with us now? Even more — what if you were with God? Would His presence be life changing for you:
Maybe you hope this is possible - but you don’t really believe it is possible. Or, maybe you just don’t believe God
has come or would come to be with you. Its’ ok. He knows - where you are.

During the next 5 weeks of Advent — we will walk through Isaiah 49:1-6. It contains 4 of over 100 prophecies or
predictions that God would come be with us in the person of Jesus. Today we are going to begin in verse 1.

800 years before Jesus arrived on this earth - God foretold us that he would name his Son for us who would come.
Actually Jesus - one of those names - is making this declaration. He would have many names - all describing his
majesty, his character, and his purpose. The first name we are given to tell us of God the son who would come to this
earth: was not Jesus, was not Christ, & it was not Son of Man. The 1st name given ...

_ (God with us) God longs to be with us — with you. He named His Son to tell us that!

God desires to be with us - but our condition requires that a rescue mission take place. Here is the one and
only thought we are going to look at today as we begin this Advent season.

When we see God’s desire and our condition - we will believe in Immanuel. God with us!
01. What is God’s desire?
02. What is our condition? 5:30

01. What is God’s desire?

God is pleading with us (peoples from afar) to listen because
he wants us to know his desire - that He longs to be with us. God’s own people weren’t sure about this - that God wanted

to be with them. God said, this is a sign to look for: a virgin will bear a son named, God with us. Because I want to be
with you.

Here is a sign for you and I - God with us.JWhat does this mean

e God desires — longs to be in relationship with you. He is relational: created you to be in relationship w Him.
In order to be with you, God the Son - Jesus, Immannuel - stepped out of heaven and into world. What did this
mean? God who is Spirit had to put on skin.

- God - who had never been bound by skin - would put on skin. God in a human body. That is like ...

Jesus put on our skin —
Not because we are that grotesque to God. No - it because Jesus, God is that holy, other, He is God! 9:30




But that’s not all. In order to come be with us, God didn’t just put on skin.

- God the Son - who had never been bound by time - would leave eternity and be bound by time ...

- God the Son- who had only known divine beauty beyond all we know and can fathom, laid down his

glory - put on the body of a small Jewish man, whom the scripture says - _
majesty that we should look at him and no beauty that we should desire him.

- God the Son - who had only know divine status as King of kings, Lord of All, who had only known
being worship and being served - took on the form of a servant and not only was he recognized by
only a few — even the scriptures says - 1553:3/(ESV) He\was despised and rejected by men,

- God the Son -who had only know having all power - laid down his power. He still did amazing miracles
but only as they served the Father’s will & often he let himself willingly be subject to time, nature, and people.

It wasn’t just Holy stepping into not holy. It was the limitations
and the humiliations. He had to condescend in every way to come to us. Not to put down, but to step down into.

Why? He stepped out of eternity and into humanity to be with us - yes! But there was a problem with us that
he could only solve by being here. What was the problem - well here is symptom: men, women, girls and boys -

could not recognize Him as God. Problem there was and is a separation between God and all humans. Listen to
Jesus: h

There is something that separates God and man and it is not a little thing. It is such a huge divide that Jesus
says we must actually be born again. There is a life we don’t have that we need to have. It is not in us.
Makes me wonder- if Jesus, God did come sit in this room - would we recognize Him? 16

We have seen God’s desire — he longs to be in relationship with you! But our condition ...

02. What is our condition?

o We are dead — spiritually.
Our sin - makes us born dead to God, dead to knowing God. What do I mean? We can long to be good, but
not holy. We can long to not feel guilt, but not be holy. We can long to believe there is something that can

iix this broken world - we i’ust cannot admit that we are the iroblem - and Jesus is the onI}II answer.

We need someone to bring us to life.

e We are under judgment — because we are sinFULL.
We cannot be in relationship with holy God - because we are not holy. We are full of sin, not right before holy
God - rebels who are not like God. (Jesus’ example shows us this.)
SinFULL - God is so other, holy, our sin is so vile to his holiness - he must judge it. (You are under judgment.)

We are sinFULL - dead to the holiness and presence of God, under God’s judgment - but loved. Dilemma ...
God'’s holiness required that He judge us. He cannot deny his holiness. But ...

God'’s perfect love required that he do something to bring us to be with Him. He longs to be with you.

So - God came to us - to solve our problem, our condition - that we could not fix.

Jesus didn’t come and lay down eternity and put on humanity just to relate to us, for us to relate to Him, to

ive us an example - to be around us. 23



God came to us — because he had to come to rescue us — so we could be with Him.

Holy Son of God - took off His throne, left heaven, and put on flesh and became a servant,

Holy Son of God - put on flesh and lived the perfect life we should have lived so -

s R G e CRNL) EER) @1 G & A S O R VAT B [ couldn’t take your place - I deserve punishment.

Only Jesus - who is perfect and lived perfect — could take our place.

Holy Son of God - took our place - was judged guilty of our sin, & hung on a cross for our punishment,

It is at this point — that many of us really have an issue. We get God becoming a cockroach — to come to us, but
did the cockroach really have to die for me — am | really that bad, am | really dead to God?

WHY is Jesus a threat?

Why do we run from God’s rescue of us?

1) N R pI g e SISV RNUN IR eEle M That bad of a rebel - this vile that God’s Son - Jesus - had to die
or me to know life with God. Its offensive to say - I'm a sinner,
e If he can give me something to do to get in or be a part of him - [ will do it.

e [ am willing to follow Jesus’ rules and his ideals - [ am not sure [ am ready to say I have no life, no
ability to be with God.

2)

Getting exposed by God to God - is beyond fearFULL. I el R 1134 sees that I am a full-on sinner,
A When people see the worst
in me - they don’t usually want to stay around me after that. Closeness doesn’t always mean good. I don’t

want him that close - he will see everything and he will say — get away from me!
Truthis ... Iwould rather Jesus be a star in the sky - than the baby in a manger.

I would rather him be the man upstairs - than the man walking with me.
Because ultimately - I don’t want to be exposed.

Jesus’ name says it all. Immanuel — God with us. Jesus — God rescues. God longs for desires you!

God so desired to be with you - and so knew that you and I could not be with Him on our own - that He sent
Jesus, Immanuel - to this earth to be with us - to live and die for you and I.

He died - so we could be offered forgiveness. The cross proves, outs our condition. We are in complete and
desperate need of Jesus work. If not - why did God judge and execute his son for us. Overkill.

He died - not just for our forgiveness. You see - forgiveness was the only way we could be with God.
All his punishment was needed to cover and forgive all our rebellion > so God could bring us to Him.
And now - Jesus stands and pleads for you to believe you need his life to have life - to be born again!

God came to be with us — because He had to come to rescue us — so we could be with Him. Will you believe
Jesus, Immanuel?
What does it mean to believe?

Trust our soul, our whole broken, sinFULL self to Jesus. 1) We confess we are rebels, 2) We trust our soul to Jesus’ work.
When we believe, trust Jesus & His work, He breathes life into our soul. This happened to Josh & to Amanda who are
about to be baptized. It can happen to you. God can be with you now, because Jesus came to be with us & rescue us.

You have seen God’s desire and your condition — will you believe in Immanuel?
Do you need Immanuel? If you see God’s desire for you and your condition —you will cry out to him now?

Pray for people to believe in Immanuel



Remember 1% question — what if God was in this room.

Believer, God is in this room with you because you have trusted your soul to Jesus & His work. Live in that today.
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Jesus laid down eternity and took up humanity to come rescue us,
So we could be with Him — in the presence of His joy.

He was SENT so by His work - we could be with Him.

In His joy and through the power of Jesus work — God SENDS us today.
To live amongst humanity with a sure hope for eternity
That declares — “you can be with God.”

Go in His joy!
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